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often, in the opinion of the obſerving Reader, mark the 
. character of the Writer, and the omiflion of them would 

| _— F the e e authentic 
letters. e ©: 7 17 11313 x of 23 e 


_ * R : 4 


Tr Few men, 1 believe, have ever 90 fully eile their . 
N on character, by a minute narrative of their ſentiments 
and purfuiti g Nr. Gibbon will here be found to have 
| done; not with ſtudy and labour—not with an affected 
akne but with a genuine confeſſion of his little 
_ foibles and peciliarities, and a good-humoured and ba- 
_ tural diſplay of His on condu@t and gn ror SIO! 
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„„ Mr. Gibbon 1-4 Journal,, a Work rom 
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4 1 propoſe from this day, Auguſt 24th' 176r, to 
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tailed.” One part of it is entitled 
1 „ Ephemerides, or Journal of my Actions, St 


< and Opinions.” The other parts are entitled, << Ephe- | 
t merides, ou Journal de ma Vie, de mes Etudes, et de 
0 e mes Sentimens.” In this Journal, 
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Extract from My." Gibbon's/ Journal will be /printed; 
his Diſſertations entitled Extraits raiſonnts de mes 
Lectures: and Recueil de mes Obſervations, et 
4 Pieces detachées fur differens Sujets.” A few other 
. paſſages from other parts of the Journals, introduced = 
in Notes, will make a curious addition to the Memoirs. | 
lis Firſt Publication, Eſſai fur P Etude de la 
te . Eitverature” with corrections and additions from an 


Three more ef hie Ae ke ene, are alſo re- 
r His maſterly Criticiſm on the Sixth Book 
of ee Biſhop Warburtan. 2. His 
own Vindication of the-Fifteenth and Siæteenth Qhapters 
of his Hliſtery, in aoſmwer to Mr. Davis auch others. And 
3 His . Reponſe à V Expoſe de la Cour de Frans -an 
occaſional compoſition, which obtained the higheſt : aps . 
plauſe in Foreign Courts, and of, which. he ſpoke tome 

with ſome pleaſure, obſerving, . 

ted gven into the Turkiſh language 
of eee eee ce andes cken fe- 
cel, in-defcribing his o] Life. L. hae yet: tu: notica | 
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will be found in this Publication. 1. A juvenile ſketch, 
entitled, ee Qutlines of the Hiſtory of the World. 
2. KA Diſſertation, which he had ſhewn to a few friends, | 
on that curious ſubject, L. Homme au Maſque de Fer.“ 
3. A more conſiderable work, The Antiquities of the 
. Houſe of Brunſwick; an hiſtorical diſcourſe, com- 
poſed about the year 1 790. In this Work he intended 
to appropriate ſeparate books: 1. To the Italian deſcent ; 
-2. To the Germanic reign : and, 3 To the Britiſh Suc-- | 
ceſſion of the Houle of Brunſwick. The. eee 
if cloſes in- completing the 
2 Among the moſt ſplendid 
. bed work may be enumerated, Fee e e of Leib- 
nitz and /Muratori : A ſketch of Albert-Azo the Second, 
e who retained his faculties and reputation 
iN beyond the age of one hundred years: An account 
olf Fadua and . 2 remarks on the DE 
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. tration of being a ketch'interrupted bydeath, and affords 

an honourable proof that my Friend's ardour for the pro- 

motion of hiſtorical knowledge attended him to the laſt. 

0 10 is entitled merely, „An Addreſs; and expreſſes a 
"wiſh, that our Latin memorials of the middle ages, the 

0 „ Seriptores Rerum Mar are may be publiſhed in 
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England, ina manner worthy of the ſubject, and of the 

' country. He mentions Mr. John Pinkerton as a perſon 

well l for the conduct of ſuch a et Aker — 

taking. 355 
In the a .of FEI which I am now ſend- 


ing to the preſs, there is no article that will ſo much _ 


engage the public attention as the Memoirs, I will 
therefore cloſe all I mean to ſay as their Editor, by 
affuring the Reader, that, although I have in ſome 
meaſure newly arranged thoſe intereſting Papers, by 
forming one lar narrative from the Six different 
ſketches, 1 have nevertheleſs adhered with ſcrupulous 
fidelity to the very words of their Author; and I uſe 
the letter 8. to mark 2 organs dts e n 


neceſſary to add. 
It remains Ab to expreſs a will; that in Liſchargiog 
this lateſt office of affection, my regard to the memory of 


my Friend may appear, as I truſt it will do, proportioned 
to the high ſatisfaction which I enjoyed for many years in 


poſſeſſing his entire confidence, and very partial attach- 
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Mr Parilliard, and an account of his. manner "of HP Uh Mr, 
nes to the Proteſtant Church. Mr. Gibbon received the ſacra- 

in the churck of 2 Chriſtmas day 1754. 

or's account of the "books e read, and a the courſe of : 
TW he purſued.  .- 60 


3" Gibbon makes the tour of DE WINEY . a 3 


Some account of Mademoiſelle Curſhod, (afterwards Madame Necker). 
Reflections on his education at Lauſanne ;—he returns to Eng- 


land ; — his manner of ſpendinghivuimers——. - 73 


with ſeveral literary characters; is introduced to Voltaire, and ſees 


1 F 6 > is his J e , hi 


Ulk. Gibbon publiſhes his firſt work Eſoi /ur I. Ed, de Ia, Litte- 


rature. Some obſervations on the plan, and the character of the 


performance. Character of Dr. Marty. 
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with whom. he. chiefly 'aflociated ; proceeds through: Dijon and 
Beſangon, to Lauſanne, —CharaReriſes a ſocicty there, called 
L Societe du Printems.—Becomes acquainted with Mr. e | 
now Lord Sheffield. Remarks on their meeting. 113 


Some account of Mr. Gibbon's ſtudies at Lauſanne, ee to 
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N the kfiy-ſecond, year of my age, cher the con een of 39 
| 3. arduous and ſucceſsful: work, IL now ;proppſe to. emple 
moments of my leiſure in reviewing the. ſimple tranſaQions of a 
private and literary life. Truth, naked, unbluſhiog truth, the firſt 
virtue of more s hiſtory, mult be the ſole recommendation of 


N 7 


this perſonal narrative. . The ſtyle ſhall be ſimple and familiar: but 


iyle is the image of character; and the habits of corre@ writing 


may produce, without labour or deſign, the appearance of art and 
ſtudy, My own amuſement is.my motive, and will be my reward : 

and if theſe ſheets are communicated to ſome diſcreet and indulgent 
friends, they will be ſecreted from the public eye till the author ſhall 


4 


be removed i the reach of criticiſm or ridicule *, bo 8a. 


i, paſſage is VAL GT As Bla wt ae 
have been the firſt written, and which was laid afide among looſe papers. — 
in his communications with me on the ſubject of his Memoirs, a ſubje& which he 
never mentioned to any other perſon, eee eee 
his lifetime; and never appears to have departed from that reſolution, excepting in 
one of his leriers annexed, in which he intimates a doubt, though rather careleſsly, 
whether in his time, or at any time, they would meet the cye of the public. —In 
converſation, however, not long before his death, it was ſuggeſted to him, thar, if 
ſhould make'them a full image of his mind, be would nor have nerres'topublifh them 
VVV 
c 1 
Vor. I. ; » 8 A lively 


A 


oe MEMOIRS OF 


Ha lively ws of knowing and of 15 0 our anceſtors ſo gene- 
rally prevails, that it muſt depend on che influence of ſome common 
principle in the minds of men. We ſeem to have lived in the per- 
ſons of our forefathers; it is the labour and reward of vanity to ex- 
tend the term of this ideal longevity. Our imagination is always 
active to enlarge the narrow circle in which Nature has confined us. | 


Fifty or an Hundred | years\ my be allotted to an individual, but ve 
ſtep forwards beyond death with ſuch hopes as religion and philo- 
ſophy will ſuggeſt; and we. fill. up the ſilent vacancy that precedes 
9  opr birth, by aſſociating ourſelves to the authors of our exiſtence. 
Our calmer 1 will rather tend to moderate, than to ſuppreſs, 
Gp Aide” bf an anticnt and worthy rate. unk Taryrift Aeg 
_ the Aker may preath; but Reaſoii herſelf will relpeer the pre. 
| 1 5 Ar and habits, which. have been <oiifetrartl by the" experience of 


mankind,” 1 J lan Es en en > Fn 7 as 9:8yi77 
V The 1 tome: 


Whereyer tt le dhiaciel of | birth E to 808 rm rm a R aperior 

. order in the ſite, education and example ſhould Aways. and WII i 

Akten, Produce. among them a dignity of ſentiment and propriery . 
c qndudt, Which 18. "guarded from Mimonsd? by their Ong, "and t the 5; 

BY : oft em. 11 we read of ſome illuſtrious line ſoa ahtient that it 

has no beginning, ſo worthy that i it Gützht to have 10 end, we Hm 

pathize in its various fortunes; nor can we blame the generous en- 

thuſiaſm, or even the harmleſs vanity, of thoſe Who are allied tö | 

de honours. of its name. For my.own. part, could I draw hn 4 
ee from a general, a ſtateſman, or- a celebrated author, I ſhould: | 
ſtudy. their lives. with the diligence of filial love. In the Tnveſtiga- 


+ 


tion of paſt events, our curioſity i 18 ſtimulated. by. the immediate or | 
| indirect reference to ourſelves; but in the eſtimate of honour we 
Would! learn to value the Lifts of Nature above thoſe of Fortune; "to 
eſteem-in,our-anceſtors;the qualities that beſt promote che intereſts,of 
ſociety; and to pronounee the deſcendant of a king leſs truly noble 
than. 2 ofhpriog of a man of genus, whole WHGARS will inſttuer 


JV 
DEE 8 or 


MY LIFE AND WRITINGS. 1 


or delight elne Poſterity. The family of Confucius is, in my 
_gpigion, f moſt luftrious in the world.  Aﬀeer ; a painful aſcent of - 
eicht or ten centuries, our barons and princes of Europe are loſt in 
dhe darkneſs of the middle ages; but, in the vaſt equality of the. em- 
.pire of, China, the poſterity of Confucius have maintained, above two | 
+ thouſand. two hundred years, their peaceful honours and perpetual : 

ſucceſſſon. The chief af the family is ſtill revered, by the ſovereign 
and the people, as the lively. image of the wiſeſt of mankind. The 
nobility of the Spencers has been illuſtrated and enriched by the tro- 
Phies of Marlborough; but I exhort them to conſider the Fairy Quten 
"ay the moſt precious jewel of their coronet. 1 have expoſed my pri- 
vate feelings, a as, ſhall always, do, without ſcruple or reſerve.” That 
. theſe ſentiments are juſt, or at leaſt natural, Lam inclined to believe, 
ſince I. do not feel myſelf intereſted in the cauſe ; for 1 can derive 

from my anceſtors neither glory nor ſhame. ek: W. el «cares 

Let a ſincere and fmple narrative of my own life 1 ma. amuſe 8. 

of my leiſure hours; but it will ſubject me, and perhaps witli 7 Me 
to the imputation of vanity. I may judge, however, from the ex- 
perience both of paſt and "of he preſent times, that the public are 
always curious to know the men, who- have left behind them any 
image of their minds: the moſt ſcanty accounts of ſuch} men are 
compiled with diligence, and peruſed with eagerneſs; and the ſtudent 
of every claſs may derive a leſſon, or an example, from the lives moſt 
ſimilar to his-own. My name may hereafter be placed among the 
_ thouſand articles of a Biographia Britannica and 1 muſt be conſcious, 
that no one is ſo well qualified,” as myſelf, to deſeribe the ſeries of my 
thoughts and actions. The authority of my maſters, of the grave 
Thuanus, and the philoſophic Hume, might be ſufficient to juſtify 
"my defigh ; - but it would not be diffieult to produce a long lift! of 
_antlents 7 moderns, Who, in various forms, have exhibited their 
oven portraits. Such portraits are often the moſt intereſting, and 
ſometimes the only iptereſting parts of their writings ;/ and, if 2 4 
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Ie be 8 ERP « com te f the miaütetleſs or prolixity' of 
— theſe. . perſonal memorials. e lives of the younger Pliny, of Pe- 
"trarch, and of Eraſmus, are : expreſſed"in 1 the epiftles, which they 
 themſchyes have | given | to the world. The effays of Montagne and 
Gir William. Temple bring 1 us home to the houſes and Voſoms of the 
_authors: we ſmile without contempt at the Headfirong paſſions of 
ES Oe Benevenuto Cellini, and the gay follies of Colley Cibber. The con- 
5 feſfons of St. Auſtin and Rouſſeau diſcloſe the ſecrets of the human 
: . _ heart: the commentaries of the learned Huet have ſurvived his evan- | 
| 1 demonſtration, and the memoirs of Goldoni are more truly 
| dramatic than his Italian comedies. The heretic and the churchman 
are ſtrongly marked i in the characters and fortunes of Whiſton and 
. Biſhop ? Newton; and even the dullneſs of Michael de Marolles 2 | 
Anthony Wood acquires ſome value from the faithful repreſentati 
of men and manners. That 1 am equal or ſuperior to ſome LE. 
"the effeQts of modeſty o or eee eee eee. 
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: aw Andy 8 eie . the contny of Kent, | The 
"Kicker difttiat, which borders-on Suſſex and the ſea, was formerly 
© oveffpread with the great foreft Anderida, and even now retains the 
denomination of the Weald, or Woodland. In this diſtri, and in the 

hundred and pariſh” of Rolvenden, the Gibbons were poſſeſſed! of 
Uns in the year one thouland three hundred and twenty-ſix ; and 
- the elder branch of the family, without much increaſe or diminution 

of property, ſtill adheres to its native ſoil. Fourteen years after the 

+» firſt appearance of his name, John Cibbon. i is recorded as the Mar- 
morarius or architect of King Edward the Third: the firong and 

' Rately caſtle of Queenſborough, which guarded the entrance of the 


- - ditary toll on the paſſage — in the Iſle of 
Thaner, 


- Medway, was a monument of his Kill; and the grant of an here- 


MY LIE AND WRTrINVosS. 


'Thandt; is; che reward: of ino-wulgar antift...- In the-viſitations: of che 
haeralds, the Gibbons are frequently mentioned: they held che rank 


of Eſquire in an age, when. that title was leſs promiſeuouſly aſſumed: 


one of them, under the reign of Queen Elizabeth, was captain of the 


militia of Kent; and a free ſehool, in the neighbouring town. of Be- 


nenden, proclaims the charity and opulence of its founder. But time, 
or their own; ohſeurity, has caſt. a veil: of oblivion over the virtues 


and vices of my Kentiſly anceſtors ; their character or ſtation confined! | 


them to the labours and pleaſures of a rural life: nor is it in my power 
to follom the advice of the Poet, in an inquiry after a name 
Gol! ſearch it there, mhars.$0:be e, 

4255 Of rich and poor makes all the hiſtory.” 

Zo recent is the inſtitution. of our pariſh regiſters. de g 
of the ſeventeenth century, a younger hranch of the Gibbons of Rol- 
| venden migrated from the country, to the city; and from this branch 


1 do not bluſh to deſcend. The law requires ſome abilities; the 


church impoſes ſome reſtraints; and before our army and navy, our 


Civil eftabliſhments, and India empire, had opened ſo many paths of 


fortune, the mercantile profeſſion: was more frequently choſen. by 
- youths-of- a liberal race and education, who: aſpired to create their 
oven independence. Our moſt reſpectable families have not diſ- 
dained the counting-heuſe, or even the ſhop; their names are in- 


rolled Livery and Companies ef London; and in England, 


as well as in the Italian commonwealths, heralds have been com- 


ate t0 ce un ann i wee on the exerciſe of. 
trade. 


eee add, e Ae of chivdliy, ado tlie 
- ereſt and ſhield of the ſoldier; are now become an empty decoration, 


which every man, whe has money ta build a. catriage, may paint ac 


cording to his fancy on the pannels. My family: arms are the ſame;, | 


Which were borne by the Gibbons of Kent i in an age, when; the 
e * A alia dans of bloed/and: 
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name: eee e ien e 
on a field Axure *. I ſhould not however have been tempted to 


pPlazon my coat of arms, were it not connected with a-whimſical 


aneedote.— About the reign of James the Firſt,” the three harmleſs 
ſchallop-ſhells were changed by Edmund Gibbon eſq.* into three 
Ogreſſer, or female cannibals, with a' deſign of ſtigmatizing three 
ladies, his kinfwomen, who had provoked him by an unjuſt law ſult. 


But this fingular mode of revenge, for which he obtained the ſanction 


of Sir William Seagar, king at arms, ſoon expired with its author ; 
and, on his own, monument in the Temple church, tlie monſters ' 


vaniſh, and the three ſchallop-ſhells refume wr boon heredi- 


mo Niere 5 a n +6 2 — Ah THOR ifs 411 K 8 


| chief 5 of my . is” i Ft Pk: Baron * and | Beale, 
and Lord High Treaſurer of England, in the reign of Henry the 


Sixth; from whom by the Phelips, the Whetnalls, and the Cromeis, 
J am lineally deſcended in the eleventh degree. His diſmiſſion and 


impriſonment in the Tower were inſufficient to appeaſe the popular 
dcalamour; and the Treaſurer, with his' ſon-in-law” Cromer, was be- 
headed (14.50), after a mock trial by the Kentiſh inſurgents. The 


black liſt of his offences, as it is exhibited in Shakeſpeare, diſplays 


the ignorance and envy of a plebeian . tyrant. Beſides the vague 
reproaches of ſelling Maine and Normandy to the Dauphin, the 
Treaſurer is ſpecially accuſed of luxury, for riding on a foot- eloth; 
and of treaſon, for ſpeaking French, the language of our enemies: 


Thou haſt moſt traiterouſly corrupted the youth of the realm,” ſays 
Jack Cade to the unfortunate Lord, in erecting a grammar- ſchool; 


and whereas before our forefathers had no other boble than the 


# rims: and the tally, thou haſt cauſed. printing to be uſed; and, 


268 & 24103} we? MO 512 175 0 1 2447 0 V 2 1 an "vi 55 fo 
* „ The father of Lord ent waa Hardwicks married an heireſs of this 8 
Gibbon. The Chancellor eſcutcheon in the Temple Hall! quarters the arm o win, 


8 W that, in Lincoln's Inn * 28. 
ü 26661 | © contrary 


ur LIFE AND” WRITINGS. —@ »©* 


1 eontrary to the king, his cron, and dignity,” thou haſt built a 
 paper-mill, n vil be proved i dy ade that thou haſt ne. 
about thee, who uſually talk of a noun and a verb, and ſuch abo- 
, minable words, as no chriſtian ear can endure to hear. Our dra-- 
matic poet is generally more attentive. to character than to hiſtory; | 
and I much fear that the art of printing was not introduced: into 
England, till ſeveral years after Lord Say death: but of ſome of 
theſe meritorious crimes I ſhould hope to find my anceſtor guilty; 
and a man of letters erer gf c/f HP ne S 
martyr of learning. 11 ern. t Pr e * 
In the beginning of 40 laſt century Robert Gibbon <a. of: Rol- 
venden in Kent, (who died in 1618,) had a ſon of the ſame name of 
Robert, who ſettled in London; and became a' member of the Cloth- 
workers Company. His wife was a daughter of the Edgars, who 
flouriſhed about four hundred years in the county of Suffolk, and 
produced an eminent and wealthy ſerjeant- at- law, Sir Gregory Edgar, 
in the reign of Henry the Seventh. Of the ſons of Robert Gibbon, 
(ho died in 1643, Matthew did not aſpire above the ſtation of a 
linen-draper in Leadenhall⸗ſticet; but John has given to the public: 
| ſome curious memorials of his exiſtence, his character, and his family. 
He was born on the 3d of November in the year 1629 ; his. education 
was liberal, at a grammar-ſchool, and afterwards in Jeſus College at 
Cambridge; and he celebrates the retired content which he: enjoyed- 
at Alleſborough in Worceſterſhire, in the houſe of Thomas Lord Co- 
ventry; where John Gibbon was employed as a domeſtic tutor, the 
fame office which Mr. Hobbes exerciſed in the Devonſhire family. 
But the ſpirit of my kinſman ſoon immerged into more active Ife: 
he viſited foreign countries as a ſoldier and! a traveller, acquired the 
knowledge of the French and Spaniſh languages, paſſed ſome time 
in the Iſle of Jerſey; eroſſed the Atlantic, and reſided upwards of a. 
twelvemonth (1659) in the riſing colony of Virginia. In this remote. 
e his taſte, or 3 for heraldry. faund a ſingular 
e ; 8 | gratification 
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guatificiridn/at:a-war-dants An a 
in meaſured fteps; brandiſhing their-tomahaywks; his curiqus eye con- 
templated their little ſhields of hark, and their naked bodies, Which 
ver painted with the ccilours and ſymbols of his favourite ſcience.” 
At which I exceedingly wondered; and concluded that heraldry. 
< was ingrafted' xararatly into the Tenſe: of human race. If ſo, it 
deſervei a greater eſteem than nbwra- days is put upon it.“ His! 


return 40 England after:ithe Reſtorstion was ſoon followed by his: 


marriage his ſettlement in a linuſe in 8ᷓt. Catherine's (loyſter, near 
the Tower, which devolved to my grandfather and his introduc- - 


tion into the Heralds College (in 1671) by the. ſtyle and title of 
Blue-mantle Purfuivant at Arms. In this office he enjoyed near fifty 
pears the rare felicity of uniting, in the ſame purſuit, his duty and 
inclination: his name is remembered in the College, and many of 
his letters are ſtill preierved. Several of the moſt reſpectable cha- 
racers of the age, Sir William Dugdale,. Mr. Aſhmole, Dr. John 
Betts, and Dr. Nehemiah Grew, were his friends; and in the ſociety 
of ſuch men, John Gibbon may be recorded without diſgrace as the 
member of an aſtrological club. The ſtudy, of hereditary honours is 
favourable to the Royal prerogative; and my kinſman, like moſt of 
his family, was a high Tory both in church and ſtate. In the latter 
end of the reign of Charles the Second, his pen was exerciſed in the 
cauſe of the Duke of York: the Republican faction he moſt cordially 
deteſted; and as each animal is conſcious of its proper arms, the 
heralds' revenge was emblazoned on a moſt; diabolical. eſcutcheon. 
But the triumph of the Whig:government checked the preferment 
of Blue-mantle ; and he was even ſuſpended from his office, till his 
tongue could learn to pronounce” the oath of abjuration, His life: 
was prolonged to the age of ninety; and, in the expectation of the 
inevitable though uncertain hour, he wiſhes to preſerve the bleſſings 
of health, competence, and virtue. In the year 1682 he publiſbed 
at Ln his Introductio ad Latinam * attempt, 
— | which 
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which Camden had deſiderated, 1o/define, i in a Roman idiom, the 
terms and attributes of a Gothic, inſtitution. It is not two years 
ſince I acquired, in a foreign land, ſome domeſtic intelligence of my - 
own family; and this intelligence was conveyed to Switzerland from 
the heart of Germany. I had formed. an, acquaintance with Mr. 
Langer, a lively and ingenious ſcholar, while he reſided at Lauſanne 
as preceptor to the Hereditary Prince of Brunſwick. On his return 
to his proper ſtation. of Librarian to the Ducal Library of Wolfen- 
| buttel, he accidentally found among ſome literary rubbiſh. a ſmall old 
_ Engliſh volume of heraldry, inſcribed with the name of John Cibbon. 
From the title only Mr. Langer judged that it might be an acceptable 
preſent to his friend; and he judged, rightly. His manner is quaint 
and affected; his order is confuſed : but he diſplays ſome wit, more 
reading, and ſtill more enthuſiaſm; and if an enthuſiaſt be often ab- 
ſurd, he is never languid. An Engliſh text is perpetually inter- 
ſperſed with Latin ſentences in proſe and verſe; but in his own 
poetry he claims an exemption from the laws of proſody. Amidſt F 
- profuſion of genealogical knowledge, my kinſman could not be for- 
getful of his own name; and to him I am indebted for almoſt the 
whole of my information concerning the Gibbon family. From this 
ſmall work (a duodecimo of one hundred and ſixty- five pages) the 
author expected immortal fame: and at the concluſion of his labour 
he ſings, in a ftrain of ſelf-exultation; 
LUſque huc corrigitur Romana Blaſonia per me; | 

+ + Verborumque dehinc barbara forma cadat. 

Hic liber, in meritum ſi forſitan , 
“ Teſtis rite meæ ſedulitatis erit. | 
„ Quicquid agat Zoilus, ventura fatebitur wtas 

Artis quod fueram non Clypearis inops.” 
Buck. are the hopes. of authors! In the failure of thoſe hopes John 
Gibbon has not been the firſt of his profeſſion, and very poſlibly 
may not be the laſt of his name. His brother Matthew Gibbon, the 

VOI. I, c : draper, 
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araper, ad one daughter and two ſon my grandfather Edward, 
who. was born i in the year 1666, and Thomas, afterwards Dean of 
Carliſle. According to the mercantile creed, that the beſt bock is a 
profitable ledger, the writings of John the herald would be much leſs 
precious, than thoſe of his nephew Edward: but an author profeſſes 
at leaſt to write for the public benefft; and the flow balance of trade 
can. be. pleaſing to thoſe perſons only, to whom it is advantageous: 
The ſucceſsful induſtry of my grandfather raiſed him above the level 
of his immediate anceſtors ; he appears to haye launched into various 
and extenſive dealings: even his opinions were ſubordinate to his 
- intereſt ; and I find him in Flanders clothing King William's troops, 
While he would have contracted with more pleaſure, though not per- 
haps at a cheaper rate, for the ſervice .of King James. During his 
reſidence abroad, his concerns at home were managed by kis mother 
Heſter, an adtiye and notable'v woman. Hier fecond bufband was + a 


> firſt naptials,” After his abet with the daughter of Ridhiard „ 
Acton, goldſmith i in Leadenhall-ſtreet, he gave his own ſiſter to Sir | 
Whitmore Acton, of Aldenham ; and I am thus connected, by a 
5 triple alliance, with that ancient and loyal family of Shropthire' ba- 
ronets. It conſiſted about that time of feven' brothers, all of gigan- | 
tic ſtature; one of whom, a pigmy of ſix feet two inches, corifefſed 
himſelf the laſt and leaſt of the ſeven; adding, in the true ſpirit of 
party, that fuch men were not born firice the Revolution. Under 
the Tory adminiſtration of che four laſt years of Queen Anne 
| (17101714) Mr. Edward Gibbon was appointed one of the Com- 
miſſioners of the Cuſtoms ; he fat at that Board with Prior: but the i 
' merchant was better qualified for his ſtation than the poet; fince Lord 
' Bolingbroke has been heard to declare, that he had never converſed i 
with a man, who more clearly underſtood the commerce and finances 15 
of England. In the year 1716 he was elected one of the Directors 
| of the South Sea Company ; ; and his books exhibited the proof that, 
8 „ before 
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before his. acceptance of this fatal office, he had acquired an. e 
pendent fortune of ſixty thouſand pounds. 

But his fortune was overwhelmed in the Gipmarck of the year 
twenty, and the labours of thirty years were blaſted in a ſingle day. 
Of the uſe or abuſe of the South Sea ſcheme, of the guilt or inno- 
cence of my grandfather and his brother Directors, I am neither a _ 
competent nor a diſinteteſted judge. Let the equity of modern times 
muſt condemn the violent and arbitrary proceedings, which would 
have diſgraced the cauſe of juſtice, and would render injuſtice ſtill 
more odious. No ſooner had the nation awakened from its golden 
dream, than a popular and even a parliamentary clamour demanded 
their victims: but it was acknowledged on all ſides that the South 
Sea Directors, however guilty, could not be touched by any known 
. laws of the lands. The ſpeech of Lord Moleſworth, the author of the 
State of Denmark, may ſhew the temper, or rather the intemperance, 
of the Houſe of Commons. Extraordinary crimes (exclaimed that 
s ardent Whig) call aloud for extraordinary remedies. The Roman 
, lawgivers had not foreſeen. the poſſible exiſtence of a parricide ; 
< but as ſoon as the firſt monſter appeared, he was ſown in a ſack, and 
« caſt headlong into the river ; and I ſhall be content to inflict the 
t fame treatment on the authors of our preſent ruin.” His motion 
was not literally adopted; but a bill of pains and penalties was intro- 
duced, a retroactive ſtatute, to puniſh the offences, which did not 
exiſt at the time they were committed. Such a pernicious violation 
of liberty and law can be excuſed only by the moſt imperious neceſ- 
ſity 3 nor could it be defended on this occaſion by the plea of impend- 
ing danger or uſeful example. The legiſlature reſtrained the perſ ons 
of the Directors, impoſed an exorbitant ſecurity for their appearance, 
and marked their characters with a previous note of ignominy : they 
were compelled to deliver, upon oath, the ſtrict value of their eſtates ; 
and were diſabled from making any transfer or alienation of any 
med their property. Againſt a bill of pains and penalties it is the 
A. 8 common 
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they prayed to be heard; their prayer was refuſed; and their op- 


prefſors, who required no evidence, would liſten to no defence. It 
had been at firſt propoſed that one- eighth of their reſpective eſtates 
ſhould be allowed for the future ſupport of the Directors; but it was 


R ſpeciouſiy urged, that in the various ſhades of opulence and guilt ſuch 
an unequal proportion would be too light for many, and for ſome 
> might poſſibly be too heavy. The character and conduct of each 


man were ſeparately weighed ; but, inſtead of the calm ſolemnity of 
a judicial inquiry, the fortune and honour of three and thirty Eng- 


liſhmen were made the topic of haſty converſation, the ſport of a 


lawleſs majority; and the baſeſt member of the committee; by a ma- 
| licious word or a ſilent vote, might indulge his general ſpleen or per- 


ſonal animoſity. | Inj ury was aggravated by inſult, and inſult was em- 


bittered by pleaſantry. Allowances of twenty pounds, or one ſhilling, 
were facetiouſly moved. A vague report that a Director had for- 


; merly been concerned in another project, by which ſome unknown 


perſons had loft their money, was admitted as a proof of his actual 


; guilt. One man was ruined becauſe he had dropt a fooliſh ſpeech, that 


his horſes ſhould feed upon gold; another becauſe he was grown ſo 


proud, that, one day at the Treaſury, he had refuſed a civil anſwer 
5 to perſons much above him. All were condemned, abſent and un- 
heard, i in arbitrary fines and forfeitures, which ſwept away the greateſt 


part of their ſubſtance. Such bold oppreſſion can ſcarcely be ſhielded 


by the omnipotence of parliament: and yet it may be ſeriouſſy 
queſtioned, whether the Judges of the South Sea Directors were the 
true and legal repreſentatives of their country. The firſt parliament 


of George the Firſt had been choſen (1715) for three years: the 


term had elapſed, their truſt was expired; and the four additional 
years (1718—1722), during which they continued to ſit, were de- 
* rived not from the people, but from themſelves ; from the ſtrong 
meaſure of the ſeptennial bill, which can only be paralleled by i/ ſerar 


di 
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A confilts of the Venetian hiftory: Vet candour will own that to the 
_ ſame parliament every Engliſhman is deeply indebted : the ſeptennial 
act, ſo vicious in its origin, has been ſanctioned by time, experience, 
and the national conſent. Its firſt operation ſecured the Houſe of 
Hanover on the throne,” and its permanent influence maintains the 
peace and ſtability of government. As oſten as a repeal has been 
moved in the — Commonge Wee eee der 
. to 10 eee * 
eee His Tory principles and connections rendered 
him obnoxious to the ruling powers: his name is reported in a ſuſ- 
picious ſecret ; and his. well-known. abilities could not plead the ex- 
cuſe of ignorance or error. In the firſt proceedings againſt the South 
Sea Directors, Mr. Gibbon is one of the few who were taken into 
cuſtody ; and, in the final ſentence, the meaſure of his fine proclaims 
him eminently guilty. The total eſtimate which he delivered on 
oath to the Houſe of Commons amounted to one hundred and ſix 
thouſand five hundred and forty- three pounds five ſhillings and ſix- 
pence, excluſive. of antecedent ſettlements. Two different allow- 
ances of fifteen and of ten thouſand pounds were moved for Mr. 
Gibbon; but, on the queſtion being put, it was carried without a 
diviſion for the ſmaller ſum. On theſe ruins, with the ſkill and 
credit, of which parliament had not been able to deſpoil him, my 
grandfather at a mature age | erected the edifice of a new fortune: | 
the labours of ſixteen years were amply rewarded ; and L have reaſon 
to believe that the ſecond ſtructure was not much inferior to the firſt. 
He had realized a very conſiderable property in Suſſex, Hampſhire, 
\ Buckinghamſhire, and the New River Company ; and had acquired 
a ſpacious . houſe *, with gardens and lands, at Putney, in Surry, 
where he reſided in decent hoſpitality. He died in December 1736, 


© Since inhabited by Mr, Wood, Sir John Shelley, the Duke of Norfolk, Kc. 8. 
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at the age ttt and by his laſt will ee ebe es ard, 


bis only ſon, {with-whoſe marriage he was-not perfectly reconciled, ) 

iched his two daughters, Catherine and Heſter. The former became 
the wife of Mr. Edward Elliſton, an Faſt India captain: their daugh- 
ter. and heireſs Catherine was married in the year 1756 to Edward 


i Eliot efq. (now-Lord Eliot), of Port Eliot, in the eounty of Cornwall; 
Aud cheit three ſons" are my neareſt male relations on the father's 
ſide. A life of devotion and celibacy was the choice of my aunt, Mrs. 
Heſter Gibbon,” who, at the age of eighty-five, ſtill reſides in a her- 


mitage at Cute, in Northamptonſhire ; having long ſurvived her 
Jpiritual guide and faithful companion Mr. William Law, who, at 


an advanced age, about the year 1761, died in her houſe. In our 
family he had left the reputation of a worthy and pious man, who . 


believed all that he profeſſed, and practiſed all that he enjoined, 


"The character of a nonjuror, which he maintained to the laſt; is a2 


ſufficient evidence of his prineiples in church and ſtate; and the ſa- 
erifice of intereſt to conſcience will be always reſpectable. His the- 
ological writings, which our domeſtic. connection has tempted: me to 
peruſe, preſerve an imperfect ſort of life, and I can pronounce with 


ſtage· entertainments is ſometimes quoted for a ridiculous intempe- 


race of ſentiment and language. —< The actors and ſpectators muſt 


«all be damned: the playhouſe is the porch of Hell, the place of 


2 the Devil's abode, where he holds his filthy court of evil ſpirits : a 
play is the Devil's triumph, a facrifice performed to his glory, as much 


« 4z in the heathen temples of Bacchus or Venus, &. &. But 


theſe ſallies of religious phrenſy muſt not extinguiſn the praiſe, which 


is due to Mr. William Law as a wit and a ſcholar.” His argument 
on topics. of leſs abſurdity is ſpecious and acute, his manner is lively, 


his * forcible = clear; and, had not his vigorous mind been 
: „ 


more cohfidenee and knowledge on the merits of the author. His 
laſt compoſitions are darkly tinctured by the ineomprehenſible viſions 
6 Jacob Behmen; and his diſcourſe on the abſolute unlawfulneſs of 


— 
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Gated by wbssels he might be ranked wüh the moſt agreeabię 
and ingenious writers of the times. While the Bop gorian tenen 
was a faſhionable theme, he entered the liſts on the ſubject of Chriſt's. 
kingdom, and the authority of the prieſthood ; againſt the plain ac. 
count of the ſacrament. of the Lord's Supper he reſumed the com- 
bat with Biſhop Hoadley, the object of Whig idolatry, and Tory ab- 
horrence; and at every weapon of attack and defence the nonjurox, 
on the ground which ĩs common to both, approves himſelf at leaſt 
equal to the prelate. On the appearance of the Fable of the Bees, he 
drew His pen againft the licentious doctrine that private vices are | 
public benefits; and morality as well as religion muſt join in his ap- 
plauſe. Mr. Law's rhafter-work;-the Serious Call, is ſtill read as a 
popular and powerful bock of devotion. His precepts are rigid, but 
from the knowledge of human life; and many of his portraits are 
not unworthy of the pen of La Bruyere. If he finds à fpark of 
piety in his reader's mind, he will ſoon kindle it to a flame; and a 
philoſopher muſt allow that be expoſes, with equal ſeverity and truth, 
the ſtrange eontradiction between the faith and practiee of the Chrif- 
tian world. Under the names of Flavia and Miranda he has ad- 
mirably deſcribed ih deo aunte che heathen and che eki 
lifter.” IN 
"My father, Edward Gibbon, as bins? in Gland x jth; at the D 
my of thirteen he could ſcarcely feel that he was difinherited by a 
of Parliament; and, as he advanced towards manhood; new proſpects 
of fortune opened to his view. 'A parent is moſt attentive to ſepply 
in his children the deficiencies. of which he is conſcious in himſelf > | 
my grandfather” s knowledge was derived from a Rrong under- 
ſtanding, and the experience of the ways of men; but my facher 
enjoyed the benefits of 'a liberal education as a ſcholar and a gentle 
man. At Weſtminſter School, and afterwards at Emanuel College 
. Cambridge, he paſſed * 9 courſe of academic diſ- 
9289 | cipline z 
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pine; de 64e bf his ed 
| private | tutor,” the fame Mr. William Law. But che mind of a faint 
is above or below the preſent world; and while the pupil proceeded 
on His travels, the tutor remained at Putney, the much-honoured 
_ friend” and ſpiritual director of the whole family. My father reſided 
"ſome time at Paris to acquire the faſhionable exerciſes; and as his 
- -feiniper was warm and ſocial, he indulged-in'thoſe pleaſures, for which 
te ſtrictneſs of his former education had given him a keener reliſh, 
He afterwards viſited ſeveral provinces of France; but his excurſions | 
| 'were neither long nor remote; and the ſlender knowledge, which he 
had gained of the French language, was gradually obliterated. His 
| paſſage through Beſangon is marked by a ſingular conſequence in the 


chain of human events. In a dangerous illneſs Mr. Gibbon was at- = 


> | tended, xt his own requeſt, by one of his kinſmen of the name of 
Acton, the younger Prorher of a ybunger brother, who had applied 

himſelf to the fludy of phyſic. During the flow recovery of his pa- 

tient, the phyſieian himſelf was attacked by the malady of love: 
he married his miſtreſs, renounced: his country and religion, ſettled at 
Beſangen, and became the father of three ſons z the eldeſt of whom, 
Nn ee, . . de OR RFP W ab Miniſter of 


rennen 


: Parkes had tranſplanted to mee bs was educated in the naval 

ſervice of the Emperor; and his valour and conduct in the command 
of the Tuſcan frigates protected the retreat of the Spaniards from Al- 
giers. On my father's return to England he was choſen, in the 
: general election of 1734, to ſerve in Parliament for the borough of | 
Petersfield ; a burgage tenure, , of which my grandfather poſſeſſed * 

| weighty ſhare, till he alienated (I know not why) ſuch important 
property. In the oppoſition, to.Sir Robert Walpole and the Pelhams, 

prejudice and ſociety. connected his ſon with the Tories,—ſhall I fay 
_ . + Jacohites Q or, as they were pleaſed to ſtyle themſelves, the country 
gentlemen? with them mg gave many a vote; with them Megs 
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many a bottle. Without acquiring the fame of an orator or à ſtateſ- 
man, he eagerly joined in the great oppoſition, which, after a ſeven 
years chaſe, hunted down Sir Robert Walpole: and inthe purſuit of an 
unpopular miniſter, he gratified a private revenge againſt the r 
of his family in the South Sea perſecution. E 1 
I I was born at Putney, in the county of Surry, deci 
O. S. in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and'thirty-ſeven ; the 
firſt child of the marriage of Edward Gibbon eſq. and of Judith _ 
Porten . My lot might have been that of a ſlave, a ſavage, or a 


_ peaſant ; nor can I reflect without pleaſure on the bounty of Nature, 


which caſt my birth in a free and civilized country, in an age of 
ſcience and philoſophy, in a family of honourable rank, and decently 
endowed with the gifts of fortune. From my birth T have enjoyed 
the right of primogeniture ; but I was ſucceeded by five brothers and 
one ſiſter, all of whom were ſnatched away in their infancy. My 
five brothers, whoſe names may be found in the pariſh regiſter of 
Putney, I ſhall not pretend to lament : but from my childhood to 
the preſent hour I have deeply and ſincerely regretted my fiſter, 
whoſe life was ſomewhat prolonged, and whom I remember to have 

ſeen an amiable infant. The relation of a brother and a fiſter, eſpe· 
cially if they do not marry, appears to me of a very ſingular nature, 

It is a familiar and tender friendſhip with a female, much about 
our own age; an affeQion perhaps ſoftened by the ſecret influence 
of ſex, but pure from any mixture of ſenſual defire, the ſole ſpecies . 
of Platonic love that can 58 2 with ne. in * | 
danger. | | | | 

The union | OG 10 owe 1 of inclination. To 

Mr. James Porten, a merchant of London, reſided with his family at Putney, in a 
houſe adjoining to the bridge and'church-yard, where I have pafſ& many happy hours 
of my childhood. He leſt one ſon: (the late Sir Stanier Porten) and three daughters: 
Catherine, who preſeryed her maiden name, and of whom I ſhall hereafter ſpeak ; 
another daughter married Mr. Darrel of Richmond, and left two 8 Edward _ 
Robert: the youngeſt of the three biltere was Judith, my mother. 


vol. 1. 1 . hi 


9 
8 
ns 
a 
5 
LY * 
= 18 
7 
| 1 
* 
14 
n 
K 
* 2 
1 
+9 
4 1 
\ 
oa, 
LS) 
17 
T% 
9 
of 
U 
3B: 
* 


F 
iis 
«3 
I 
4 
* 


—  —_— 
9 — , a 
<2 


FIG 
— 


Ae dat 6 * . * « 
* CY " — 
ar = ——_ = * = — 
I = — — 


n AN 


— 


pai = &< — 


— 0 2% 
— — 1A , any of " 
r N 


— 


—— 
— F r 


_— 3 3 © * 
1 
ä > = = 23 ++ Ss. Sabi 


25 *%2 I © n 
2 Sh dorwinddthls rt 

WS SOT = 
. - — — 


1 


— 
8 
* 

T ene 


1 
k 
i 
\ U 
4 N 
1 
? 
—_ 
'N 
0 x 
4 
0 ( 
- ' 
_ 
. 4 
1 
wm | 
? 
* 
© 
ny | 
. 
WT 
ms.) 
77 : 
. 
1 
r2 
© 
1 
X 
14 
25 
. 
=. 
8 
% 
' 
1 
1.88 
1/8 
1 45 
i Fs 
* 
*KB 
* 
3 
1} 57% 
Od 
»+ 6 
i 
1 
10 
. 


. ²˙ Cote 2.0 LEP CoIEGIEREENYS YT ICDEETITERTT IA SLE — 5 
\ * n N 
b - 


TS 


„Mols or 


Al the 1 dedionef 1741, Mr. Gibbon and Mr. Delmé ſtood. 


an expenſive arid ſucceſsful conteſt at Southampton; againſt Mr. Dum- 


mer and Mr. Healy, afterwards Lord Chancellor and Earl of North- 


ington. The Whig candidates had a majority of che reſident voters; 


but the corporation was firm in the Tory intereſt : a ſudden creation 


of one hundred and ſeventy. new. freemen turned: the ſcale; and a 


ſupply, was readily obtained of reſpeQable volunteers, who flocked 
from all parts of England to ſupport the cauſe of their political friends. 


The new parliament opened with the victory of an oppoſition, which 


was fortified by ſtrong clamour and ſtrange coalitions, From the 


-eyent of the firſt. diviſions, Sir Robert, Walpole. perceived that he 


could no longer lead a majority in che Houſe of Commons, and pru- 


dently reſigned | (after a dominion of one and twenty years) the 


guidance of the ſtate (1742). But the fall of an unpopular miniſter 
was not ſucceeded, according t to general expectation, by a millenium 


; of happineſs and virtue: ſome. courtiers loſt their places, ſome pa- 


triots loſt their characters, Lord Orford's offences vaniſhed. with his 
power; and after a ſhort vibration, the Pelham goyernment 1 was fixed 


on the, old baſis of the Whig ariſtocracy, . In, the year 1745, the 
| throne and the conſtitution were attacked by a rebellion, which, does 


not reſlect much honour on che national ſpirit : ſince the Engliſh, 


friends of the Pretender wanted courage to join his ſtandard, and his 


enemies (the bulk of the people) allowed him to advance into the 
heart of the kingdom. Without daring, perhaps without deſiring, 


to aid the; rebels, my father invariably adhered. to the Tory oppoſi· 
tien. In the moſt critical ſeaſon he accepted, for the ſervice of the 
party, the office of alderman in the city of London : but the duties 


were ſo repugnant to his inclination and habits, that he reſigned his 
gown at the end of a few months. The ſecond parliament in which 
he fat was prematurely diſſolved (1747): and as he was unable or 
unwilling to maintain a ſecond conteſt for Southampton, the life of 


| es ſenator expired | in that diſſolution. 


- 


* 
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The death of a new- born child before that of its parents may ſeem 
an unnatural, but it is ſtrictly a probable, event: ſince! of any given 
number the greater part are extinguiſhed before their ninth year, 
” before they poſſeſs the faculties of the mind or body. Without ac 
cuſing the profuſe waſte or imperfe& workmanſhip of Nature, L hall 
only obſerve, chat this unfavourable chance was multiplied againſt my 
infant exiſtence. So. feeble was my. conſtitution, ſo precarious my 
life, that, in the baptiſm of each of my brothers, my father's pru- 
dence ſucceſſively repeated my chriſtian name of Edward, that, in 
caſe of the departure of the eldeſt ſon, this patronymick 1 
6 might be ſtill e in the family. ct | 
| Uno ru e deen alter; 5 7 | | 
To preſerve 5 to rear ſo frail a being, the moſt tender affduity'w wi 
ſcarcely ſufficient; and my mother's attention was ſomewhat diverted 
by her frequent pregnancies, by an excluſtve paſſion for her huſband, 
and by the diſſipation of the world, in which his taſte and authority 
obliged her to mingle. But the maternal office was ſupplied by my 
aunt, Mrs. Catherine Porten ; at hoſe name I feel a tear of grati- 
tude trickling down my cheek. A life of celibacy transferred her 
vacant affection to her ſiſter's firſt child: my weakneſs excited her 
pity; her attachment was fortified by labour and ſucceſs : and if there 
be any, as I truſt there are ſome, who rejoice that I live, to that 
dear and excellent woman they. muſt hold themſelves indebted. 
Many anxious and ſolitary days did ſhe conſume in the patient trial 
of every mode of relief and amuſement. Many wakeful nights did 
the ſit by my bed- ſide in trembling expectation that each hour would 
be my laſt, Of the various and frequent diſorders of my childhood 
my own recollection is dark; nor do I, wiſh to expatiate on ſo diſ- 
guſting a topic. Suffice it to ſay, that while every practitioner, from 
Sloane and Ward to the Chevalier Taylor, was ſucceſſively ſum- 
moned to torture or relieve me, the care of my mind was too fre- 
n — for chat of my health: compaſſion n ſuggeſted 
| ; D 2 an 
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pupil; and the chain of my education was broken, as often as 3 
— from the ſchool of learning to the bed of ſickneſs. - | 
As ſoon as the uſe of ſpeech had prepared my infant reaſon for the 
admiſſion of knowledge, T'was taught the arts of reading, writing, 
and arithmetic. 80 remote is the date, ſo vague is the memory of 


_ their origin in myſelf, that, were not the error corrected by analogy, 
I hould be tempted to conceive them as innate. In my childhood 
I Was praiſed for the readineſs, with which T could multiply and di- 


vide, by memory alone, two ſums of ſeveral figures: fuch praiſe en- 
couraged my growing talent ; and had 1 perſevered in this line of 
3 1 8 have n ſome 55 850 in eee ei | 

| Aſter this io Ritution at wad or at a Gp at Pat: 
ney, I was delivered at the age of feven into the hands of Mr. John 
Kirkby, who exerciſed about eighteen months the office of my do- 
meſtic tutor. His own words, which I ſhall here tranſcribe, inſpire | 


pron a ſentiment of pity and/eſfteem,—* During my abode 


« in my native county of Cumberland, in quality of an indigent 
« curate, I uſed now-and-then in a Summer, when the pleaſantneſs 


| | & of the ſeaſon invited, to take a ſolitary walk to the ſea-ſhore,. which 
8 5 lies about two miles from the town where I lived. Here I would 


* amuſe myſelf, one while in viewing at large the agreeable proſpect 
& which ſurrourided me, and another while (confining my ſight to 


i nearer objects) in admiring the vaſt variety of beautiful ſhells,thrown N 


upon the beach; ſome of the choiceft of which I always picked up, 
© to divert my little ones upon my return. One time among the 
« reft, taking ſuch a Journey in my head, I ſat down upon the de- 
6 clivity of the beach with my face to the ſea, which was now come 


, 6 up within a few yards of my feet ; when immediately the fad ; 
thoughts of the wretched condition of my family, and the un- 


6 * ſaccelsfulnels of all endeavours to amend it, came crowding into 
| 2 N No My 
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1 my mind, which drove me into a deep melancholy, and ever and 


5 anon forced tears from my eyes.” Diſtreſs at laſt forced him to x 


leave the country. His learning and virtue introduced him to my 
father; and at Putney he might have found at leaſt a temporary 


ſhelter, had not an act of indifcretion again driven him into the 


. world. One day reading prayers in the pariſh church, he moſt un- 
| luckily forgot the name of King George: his patron, a loyal ſub- 
ject, diſmiſſed him with ſome reluctance, and a decent reward; and 
how the poor man ended his days I have never been able to learn- 
Mr. John Kirkby is the author of two ſmall volumes; the Life of 
Automathes (London, 1745), and an Engliſh and Latin Grammar 
(London, 1746) ; which, as a teſtimony of gratitude, he dedicated 
(November 5th, 1745) to my father. The books are before me: 
from them the pupil may judge the preceptor ; and, upon the whole, 
his judgment will not be unfavourable. The grammar is executed 
with accuracy and ſkill, and I know not whether any better exiſted 
at the time in our language: but the life of Automathes aſpires to 
the honours of a philoſophical fiction. It is the ſtory of a youth, the 
ſon of a ſhipwrecked exile, who lives alone on a deſert iſland from 
infancy to the age of manhood. A hind is his nurſe ; he inherits a 
cottage, with many uſeful and curious inſtruments ; ſome ideas re- 
main of the education of his two firſt years ; ſome arts are bor- 
rowed from the beavers of a neighbouring lake; ſome truths are re- 
vealed in ſupernatural viſions. With theſe helps, and his own in- 
duſtry, Automathes becomes a ſelf-taught though ſpeechleſs philoſo- 
pher, who had inveſtigated with ſucceſs his own mind, the natural 
world, the abſtract ſciences, and the great principles of morality and 
religion. The author is not entitled to the merit of invention, ſince 
he has blended the Engliſh ſtory-of Robinſon Cruſoe with the Ara- 
dian romance of Hai Ebn Yokhdan, which he might have read in the 
Latin verſion of Pocock. In the Automathes I cannot praiſe either 
the depth of thought or elegance of ſtyle; but the book is not devoid = 
4 / : N of 
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of entertainment or Wndien; and among ſeveral . = 
_ clages, I would ſelect the diſcovery of fire, which produces by acci- 
dental miſchief the diſcovery of conſcience. A man who had thought 
ſo much on the ſubjects of language and education was ſurely no or- 
dinary preceptor : my childiſh years, and his haſty departure, pre- 
vented me from enjoying the full benefit of his lefſons ; but they en- 
larged my knowledge of arithmetic, and left me a clear N of 
the Engliſh and Latin rudiments. 
In my ninth year (January 1746), in a lucid F of compa- 
rative health, my father adopted the convenient and cuſtomary mode 
of Engliſh education; and I was ſent to Kingſton upon Thames, to 
a ſchool of about ſeventy boys, which was kept by Dr. Wooddeſon 
and his aſſiſtants. Every time I have ſince paſſed over Putney Com- 
mon, I have always noticed the ſpot where my mother, as we drove 
along in the coach, admoniſhed me that I was now going into the 
world, and muſt learn to think and act for myſelf. The expreſſion 
may appear ludicrous; yet there is not, in the courſe of life, a more 
remarkable change than the removal of a child from the luxury and 
freedom of a wealthy houſe, to the frugal diet and ſtrict ſubordina- 
tion of a ſchool; from the tenderneſs of parents, and the obſequiouſ- 
neſs of ſervants, to the rude familiarity of his equals, the inſolent ty- 
ranny of his ſeniors, and the rod, perhaps, of a cruel and capricious 
pedagogue. Such hardſhips may fteel the mind and body againſt the 
injuries of fortune; but my timid reſerve was aſtoniſhed: by the 
crowd and tumult of the ſchool; the want of ſtrength and activity 
diſqualified me for the ſports of the play-field ; nor have I forgotten 
how often in the year forty-ſix I was reviled and buffetted for the 
ſins of my Tory anceſtors. By the common methods of diſcipline, 
at the expence of many tears and ſome blood, I purchaſed: the 
knowledge of the Latin ſyntax : and not long ſince I was poſſeſſed 
of the dirty volumes of Phædrus and Cornelius Nepos, which I pain- 
fully conſtrued and darkly underſtood. The choice of theſe authors 
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is not injudicious. The /zves of Cornelius Nepos, the friend of At- 
ticus and Cicero, are compoſed i in the ſtyle of the pureſt age: his 
ſimplicity is elegant, his brevity copious ; he exhibits a ſeries of men 
and manners; and with ſuch illuſtrations, as every pedant is not in⸗ | 
deed qualified to give, this claſſic biographer may initiate a young 
- ſtudent in the hiſtory of Greece and Rome. The uſe of-fables or 
apologues has been approved in every age from antient India to mo- 
dern Europe. They convey in familiar images the truths of morality. 
and prudence ; and the moſt childiſh underſtanding (I advert to the. 
ſcruples of Rouſſeau) will not ſuppoſe either that beaſts do ſpeak, or 
that men may lie. A fable repreſents the genuine characters of ani- 
mals; and a ſkilful maſter might extract from Pliny and Buffon ſome 
_ pleaſing leſſons of natural hiſtory, a ſcience well adapted to the taſte 
and capacity of children. The Latinity of Phædrus is not exempt 
from an alloy of the ſilver age; but his manner is conciſe, terſe, and 
ſententious : the Thracian ſlave diſcreetly breathes the ſpirit of a free- 
man; and when the text is ſound, the ſtyle is perſpicuous. But his 
_ fables, after a long oblivion, were firſt publiſhed by Peter Pithou,. 
from a corrupt manuſcript. | The labours of fifty editors confeſs. the 
defects of the copy, as well as the value of the original; and the 
ſchool-boy may have been whipt for miſapprehending a paſſage, 
which Bentley could not . . which Buren could not 
explain.) 

My Gndies were too 3 Lee . by be [add after 
acl or nominal reſidence at Kingſton-ſchool of near two years, I 
was finally recalled (December 1747) by my mother's death, which 

was occaſioned, in her thirty-eighth year, by the conſequences of 
her laſt labour. I was too young to feel the importance of my loſs ; 
and the image of her perſon and converſation is faintly imprinted in 
my memory. The affectionate heart of my aunt, Catherine Porten, 
bewailed a ſiſter and a friend; but my poor father was inconſolable, 
and the tranſport 1 my ſeemed to threaten. his life or his reaſon. 


I can 
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I 1 daſh of our fieſt interview, n ef 
4 | the fatal event; the awful filence, the room hung with black, the 
WS, mid day tapers, his ſighs and tears; his praiſes of my mother, a ſaint 
in heaven; his ſolemn adjuration that I would cheriſh her memory 
and imitate her virtues; and the fervor with which he kiſſed and 
| bleſſed me as the ſole. ſurviving pledge of their loves. The ſtorm of 
paſſton inſenſibly ſubſided into calmer melancholy. At a convivial 
meeting of his friends, Mr. Gibbon might affect or enjoy a gleam of + - 
cheerfulneſs; but his plan of happineſs was for ever deſtroyed: and 
after the loſs of his companion he was left alone in a world, of which 
the buſineſs and pleaſures were to him irkſome or inſipid. After 
ſome unſucceſsful trials he renounced the tumult of London and the 
-hoſpitality of Putney, and buried himſelf in the rural or rather ruſtic. | 
ſolitude: of Dan; hay re Ne" ſeveral og * ſeldom 
. : emerged. via 4 1 
* ee nder the houſe; near Putney-ridgennd 
Lo church- yard, of my maternal grandfather appears in the light of my 
bon gn and native home. It was there that I was allowed to ſpend 
the greateſt part of my time, in ſickneſs or in health, during my 
ſchool vacations and my parents reſidence” in London, and finally 
after my mother's death. Three months after that event, in be 
ſpring of 1748, the commereial ruin of her father, Mr. James Por- : 
ten, was accompliſhed and declared. He ſuddenly abſconded : but as 
his effects were not ſold, nor the houſe evacuated, till the Chriſtmas 
following, I enjoyed during the whole year the ſociety of my aunt, 
without much conſciouſneſs of her impending fate, I feel a melan- 
choly pleaſure in repeating my obligations to that excellent woman, 
Mrs. Catherine Porten, the true mother of my mind as well as of 
the beſt books in the Engliſh language; and if her reaſon was ſome- 
times clouded by prejudice, her ſentiments were never diſguiſed by 
nuypoeriſy or affectation. Her indulgent tenderneſs, the frankneſs of 
Wo Bren VVV her 


— 
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ber temper⸗ and my innate riGog cunidlity, ſoon removed all diſtance | 


between us: like friends of an equal age, we freely converſed on 


every topic, familiar or abſtruſe; and it was her delight and reward 
to obſerve the firſt ſhoots of my young ideas. Pain and languors 
were often ſoothed by the voice of inſtruction and amuſement; and 3 2 
to her kind leſſons I aſcribe my early and invincible love of read- 
ing, which: I would not exchange for the treaſures of India- I 
ſhould perhaps be aſtoniſhed, were it poſſible to aſcertain the date, at 
which a favourite tale was engraved, by frequent repetition, in my 

memory: the Cavern of the Winds; the Palace of Felicity; and the 
fatal moment, at the end of three months or centuries, when Prince 
Adolphus is overtaken by Time, who had worn out ſo many pair of 
wings in the purſuit. Before I left Kingſton ſchool I was well ac- 
quainted with Pope's Homer and the Arabian Nights Entertainments, 
two books, which will always pleaſe by the moving picture of human 
manners and ſpecious miracles; nor was I then capable of diſcerning 
chat Pope's tranſlation. is a portrait endowed with every merit, except- 


ing chat of likeneſs to che original. The verſes of Pope accuſtomed my 


ear to the ſound of poetic harmony: in the death of Hector, and the 
ſhipwreck of Ulyſſes, I taſted the new emotions of terror and pity; and 
ſeriouſly; diſputed with my aunt on the vices and virtues of the. heroes 
of the Trojan war. From Pope Homer to Dryden's Virgil was an 
eaſy tranſition; but I know not how, from ſome fault in the author, 
the tranſlator, or the reader, the pious Eneas did not ſo forcibly 
ſeize on my imagination; and I. derived more pleaſure from Ovid's 
Metamorphoſes, eſpecially, in the fall of Phzton, and the ſpeeches 0 
Ajax and Ulyſſes. My, grandfather s flight unlocked the door of a 
tolerable library; and I turned over many Engliſh pages of poetry : 
and romance, of hiſtory;and trayels. Where a title attracted my eye, 
without fear or awe I ſnatched the volume from the ſhelf; and Mrs. 
Forten, h indulged- herſelf in moral and religious ſpeculations, 
Was more prone to encourage than to clieck a curioſity above the 
vp. I. 5 9 * 
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. Aﬀeer the Chriſtmas holidays in January 1749, J accompanied Mre. 
Porten to her new houſe in College-ſtreet ; and was immediately en- 
- tered in the ſchool, of which Dr. John Nicoll was at that time head- | 


bis equals, the habits of truth, fortitude, and prudence will inſenſibly 
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note as the moſt propitious to the growth of my intellectual ſtature. 


The relies of my grandfather's fortune afforded a bare annuity for = 
his own maintenance; and his daughter, my worthy aunt, who had 
already: paſſed her fortieth year, was left deſtitute. Her noble ſpirit 
feorned a life of obligation and dependence; and after revolving ſe- 


; veral ſchemes, ſhe preferred the humble induſtry of keeping a board- 
Ing-houſe for Weſtminſter-ſchool ®, where ſhe laboriouſſy earned a 


competence for her old age. This fingular opportunity of blending 
the advantages of private and public education decided my father. 


maſter. At firft I was alone: but my aunt's reſolution was praiſed ; 


| her character was efteemed ; her friends were numerous and active: 


in the courſe of ſome years the became the mother of forty or fiſty 
boys, for the moſt part of family and fortune ; and as her primitive 


 Habitation was too narrow, ſhe built and occupied a ſpacious man- | 


fion in Dean's Yard. I ſhall always be ready to join in the common 
opinion, that our public ſchools, which have produced ſo many emi- 


nent characters, are the beſt adapted to the genius and conſtitution 


of the Engliſh people. A boy of ſpirit may acquire'a a previous and 
practical experience of the world; and his playfellows may be the 


future friends of his heart or his intereſt. In a free intercourſe with 


be matured. Birth and riches are meaſured by the ftandard of per- 
ſonal merit ; and the mimic ſcene of a rebellion has diſplayed, in 


their true colours, the miniſters and patriots of the riſing generation. 
Our Enie or 1 I en not dren r Amro 
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e © that the child ſhould be inftrudted in the 
- 4 arts, which will be uſeful to the man; fince a finiſhed ſcholar may 
emerge from the head of Weſtminſter or Eton, jn total ignorance of 
the buſineſs and converſation of Engliſh gentlemen in the latter end 

of the [eighteenth century. - But theſe ſchools may aſſume the merit 
of teaching all that they pretend to teach, the Latin and Greek lan- 
guages: they depoſit in the hands of a diſciple the keys of two valu- 


able cheſts ; nor can he complain, if they are afterwards loſt or ne- 


elected by his own fault. The neceſſity af leading in equal ranks ſo 
many unequal powers of capacity and application, will prolong to 
eitzht or ten years the juvenile ſtudies, which might be diſpatched in 
half that time by the ſkilful maſter of a ſingle pupil. Yet even the 
repetition. of | exerciſe and diſcipline contributes to fix in a vacant 
mind the verbal ſcience of grammar and proſody: and the private or 
voluntary ſtudent, who poſſeſſes the ſenſe and fpirit of the claſſics, may 
offend, by a falſe quantity, the ſcrupulous ear of a well-flogged critic. 
For myſelf, I muſt be content with a very ſmall ſhare of the civil and 
literary fruits of a public ſchool. In the ſpace of two years (1749, 
1750), interrupted by danger and debility, I painfully climbed into 
the third form; and my riper age was left to acquire the beauties of 
the Latin, and the rudiments of the Greek tongue. Inſtead of auda- 
ciouſly mingling in the ſports, the quarrels, and the connections of 
our little world, I was ſtill cheriſhed at home under the maternal 
wing of my aunt; and my removal from Weſtminſter long preceded 
the approach of manhood, 

I) be violence and variety of my complaints, which had excuſed 
my frequent abſence from Weſtminſter- ſchool, at length engaged 
Mrs. Porten, with the advice of phyſicians, to conduct me to Bath: 
at the end of the Michaelmas vacation (1750) ſhe quitted me with 
reluctance, and I remained ſeveral months under the care of a truſty 
maid-ſervant. A ſtrange nervous affection, which alternately con- 
n my legs, 1 Nane, without any viſible ſymptoms, the 
| E 2 moſt 
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moſt excruciating pain, was ineffectually oppoſed Fe tho various 
methods of bathing and pumping. From Bath I was tranſported to 


Wincheſter, to che houſe of a phyſician ; and after the failure of his 
medical ſkill, we had again recourfe to the virtues'of the Bath waters. 


During the intervals of cheſe fits, I moved with my father to Buriton 
and Putney; and a ſhort unſucceſsful trial was attempted to renew 
my attendance at Weſtminſter-ſchool. © But my infirmities could not 


be reconciled with the hours and diſcipline of a public ſeminary; and 


inſtead of a domeſtie tutor, Who might have watched the favourable 


moments, f and gently advanced the "progreſs of my learning, my 
father was too eaſily content with ſuch occaſional teachers, as the dif- 


ferent places of 'my reſidence could ſupply. I u was never forced, and _ 
ſeldom was I perſuaded, to admit theſe leſſons: yet I read with a 


clergyman at Bath ſome odes of Horace, and ſeveral” epiſodes of 


Virgil, nich gave ins an impetfeck aud tauſtent enjoyment of the 


Latin poets. It might nor be apprehended that I 'thould continue 
for life an illiterate cripple © but, as I approached my ſixteenth year, 
Nature diſplayed in my favour” her myſterious energies: my conſti- 
tution was fortified and fixed; and my diſorders, inſtead of growing 
with my 7 growth and ſtrengrbening with my ſtreugth, moſt wonder- 


fully vaniſhed. ? 7 have never poſſeſſed” or abuſed' the” inſolence” of | 


Health : but ſince that time few perſons have been more exempr from 
real or r imaginary Als; and, till L am admoniſhed by the gout, tlie 
reader will no more be trbubleck with the hiſtory of my bodily com- 


| plaints. My unexpected recovery again encouraged the hope of my 
edvication ; afid I was placed at Eſher, in Surry, in the houſe of the 


Reverend Mr. Philip Francis, in a pleaſant ſpot, which promiſed to 
unite the various benefits of air, exercife, and ſtudy (January 752). 
The tranſlator of Horace might have taught me to reliſh the Latin 


Poets, had hot my! friends difcovered'? in a few weeks, that he' preferred | 


the pleaſures of London, to the inſtruction of his pupils.” My! father's 


perplexity at this time, rather than his prudence; Was urged to em- 
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bine a Mr ad deſperate meaſure. Without prepariticn'or de- 
lay he carried me to Oxford; and I was matriculated in the unlver- 
fity as a gentleman commoner of Magdalen college, before * . . 
ene born fifteenth year of my age (April 3, 175). ne 1 
The curioſity, which had been implanted in a ts IN was - "IE 
fil alive and active; but my reaſon” was not-ſufficiently informed. to 6 4 
underſtand the value, or to lament the loſs, of three precious years 
from my entrance at Weſtminſter to my admiſſion at Oxford. In- 
ſtead of repining at my long and frequent confinement te the cham- 
ber or the couch, I ſeeretly rejoĩced in thoſe infirmities, which deli- 
vered me from the exerciſes of the ſchool, and the ſociety of my 
equals.” As often as I was tolerably exempt from danger and pain, 
reading, free deſultory reading, 'was che employment and comfort of 
- my folitary Hours. At Weſtminſter, my aunt ſought only to amuſe 
and indulge itte; it my ſtations at Bath and Wincheſter, at Buriton 
and Putney, a falle compaſſion reſpected my ſufferings; and I was 
allowed, without controul or advice, to gratify the wanderings of an 
unripe taſte. My indiſcriminate| appetite-fubſided by degrees in the 
hi iloric line : and ſince philoſophy has exploded all innate ideas 
and natural propenſities, I miſt aſcribe” this choice to tlie aſſidu- 
ous peruſal of the Univerſal Hiſtory, as the octavo volumes ſucceſ- 
fively appeared.” This unequal work, and à treatiſe of Hearne, the 
Duttor Biſtoricus, referred and introduced nie to the Greek and Roman 
Hiſtorians, tO as many at leaſt as were acceſſible to an Engliſh reader: 
All that T could find were greedily devoured, from Littlebury's lame 
Herodotus, and Spelman's valuable Xenophon, to the pompous 
föolios of Gordon's Tacitus, and a ragged Procopius of the beginning 
of the laſt century.” The cheap acquifition"of ſo much knowledge 
confirmed my diſlike to che ſtudy of languages; and J argued with 
Mrs, Porteti, that, were T mater of Greek and Latin, I muſt inter- 
pret to myſelf f in "Engliſh the thouglits öf the original, and that ſuch {ED 
* extemporary verſions muſt be "Tferibr't 40" the elaborate tranſſations'of 
ly 
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| 
| eee ebb Gil sen, which cold ot ea be con 5 
—_— - From-the ancient I leaped to the. modern world : many ada hs 
of Speed, Rapin, Mezeray, Davila, Machiavel, Father Paul, Bower, 
&ec: I devoured like ſo many novels; and 1 ſwallowed, with the ſame 

. ee eee fs and Gi Montes. 

Ny firſt :rttoduion to Pal hiſtoric dees, which how 3 en- 
gaged ſo many years of my life, muſt be aſcribed to an accident. In 
the ſummer, of 1751, I accompanied my father on. a viſit to Mr. 

Hoare's, in Wiltſhire; but I was leſs delighted with the beauties of 
Stourhead, than with diſcovering in the library a common book, 
the Continuation of Echard's Roman Hiſtory, which is indeed exe» | 
cuted with more {kill and taſte. than the previous work. To me 
tte reigns of the ſucceſſors, of Conſtantine were abſolutely new; 
and I was immerſed in the paſſage of the Goths over the Da- 
nube, when the ſummons of the dinner-bell reluctantly dragged me 
: from my intelleQual feaſt This tranſient glance ſerved rather to 
irritate than to appeaſe my curioſity ; and as ſoon as I returned to 
| Bath I procured the ſecond and third volumes of Howel's Hiſtory of 
the World, which exhibit the Byzantine period on a larger ſcale. 
Mahomet and his Saracens ſoon fixed my attention; and ſome inftin& 
of criticiſm directed me to the genuine ſources. Simon Ockley, an 
original in every ſenſe, firſt opened my eyes; and I was led from 
one book to another, till I had ranged round the circle of Oriental 
hiſtory. Before I was ſixteen, I had exhauſted. all that could be 
leatned in Engliſh of the Arabs and Perſians, the Tartars and Turks; 
and the ſame ardour urged me to gueſs at the French of D' Herbelot, 
and to conſtrue the barbarous Latin of Pocock's Abulfaragius. Such. 
vague and multifarious reading eould not teach me to think, to write, 
ard act; and the only principle, that darted a ray of light into the 


: indigeſted . was an early and wee application to the order 
5 | of 92 
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of time and place. The maps of Cellarius and Wells imprinted in my 
mind the picture of ancient geography: from Stranchius I imbibed 
the elements of chronology: the Tables of Helvicus and Anderſon, 
the Annals of Uſher and Prideaux, diſtinguiſhed" the connection of . 
| events, and engraved the multitude of names and dates in a clear and 
indelible ſeries. But in the diſcuſſion of the firſt ages I overleaped 
the bounds of modeſty and uſe. In my childiſh balance I preſumed 
to weigh the ſyſtems of Scaliger and Petavius, of Marſham and New- | 
ton, which I could ſeldom ftudy in the originals ; and my ſleep has 
been difturbed by the difficulty of reconciling the Septuagint with the 
Hebrew computation. I arrived at Oxford with a fiock of erudition, 
that might have puzzled a doctor, om 
a ſchool-boy would have been aſhamed. 
At the concluſion of this firſt period of my life, ie 
enter a proteſt againſt the trite and laviſh praiſe of the happineſs of 
world. That happineſs I have never known, that time I have never 
regretted ; and were my poor aunt ſtill alive, ſhe would bear teſti 
mony to the early and conftant uniformity of my ſentiments. It will 
indeed be replied, that I am not a competent judge; that pleafore-is 
compatible with pain; that joy is excluded from fickneſs; and that 
the felicity of a ſchool-boy conſiſts in the perpetual) motion of 
thoughtleſs and playful agility, in which I was never qualified to 
excel, CO eee ey EO OS 
the ſprighthy mace; menen 

N Who foremoſt may delight to cleave, * ng 90 

With pliant arm, the glaffy wave, #0} N18 c 
or urge the flying ball.” 7 EE Ak 

The poet may gaily deſcribe the ſhort ers but he 
forgets the daily tedious labours of the ſchool, which is approached 
exc morning wth anxious and ee eps. 
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* an who viſits Oxford or Cambridge, is ſurpriſed and edified 


by che apparent order and: tranquillity that prevail in the ſeats of the 
Engliſh muſes. In tlie moſt celebrated univerſities of Holland, Ger- 


many, and Italy, the ſtudents, who ſwarm from different countries, 
are looſely diſperſed in private lodgings at the houſes of the burghers: 


they dreſs according to their fancy and fortune; and in the intempe- 
tate quarrels of youth and wine, their /zwords, though leſs frequently 
than of old, are ſometimes. tained with each other's blood. The uſe 


of arms is baniſhed from our Engliſh univerſities; the uniform habit 
of the academics, the ſquare cap, and black gown, is adapted to the 
civil and even elerical profeſſion; and from the doctor in divinity to 


the under- graduate, the degrees of learning and age are externally, 
diſtinguiſhed. Inſtead of being ſcattered in a town, the ſtudents of 


Oxford and Cambridge are united in colleges; their maintenance is 
provided at their own expence, or that of the founders; and the 


ſtated hours of the hall and <hapel repreſent the diſcipline of a regu- 
lar, and, as it were; a religious community. | The eyes of the travel - 


lex are attracted by the. ſize or beauty of the public edifices; and the 


principal colleges appear to be ſo many palaces, which a liberal nation 


has netected and: endowed: for the habitation of ſcience. My oven 


intvolluction to the univerſity of Oxford forms a new æra in my life; 


andrat the diſtance of forty years I ſtill remember my firſt emotions 
of ſurpriſe and ſatisfaction. In my fifteenth year I felt myſelf ſud- 
deny raiſeil from a boy to a man: the perſons, whom I reſpected as my 
ſuperiorg in age ànd academical rank, entertained me with every mark 
of attention and civility; and my vanity was flattered by the velvet 


cap and ſilk gown, which diſtinguiſh a gentleman commoner from a 


plebeian ſtudent, A decent allowance, more money than a ſchool- | 


boy. 525 ever ſeen, was at my OWN ELK: aud 1 might command, 


tude of credit. A key was delivered into wy hands, which bore; me 
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the free uſe of a numerous and learned library : my apartment con- 

fiſted of three elegant and well- furniſhed rooms in the new building, 
a ſtately pile, of Magdalen College; and the adjacent walks, had 


they been frequented by Plato's diſciples, might have been compared 


to the Attic ſhade on the banks of the Iliſſus. Such was the fair 
proſpect hay 5 Lentrange,: og „ 1752) 4 into the —_— of 
Oxford. em 
9 INF Wir W taſte and: erudition muſt t reflec ins 
on the ſociety in which they were formed, has drawn a very intereſts 
ing picture of his academical life. I was educated (ſays Biſhop 
Loth) in the UNIVITRSITT or OxeorD. I enjoyed all the ad- 
c vantages, both public and private, which that famous ſeat of learn- 
ing ſo largely affords. I ſpent many years in that illuſtrious. ſo- 
« ciety, in a'well-regulated courſe of uſeful diſcipline and ſtudies, and 
in the agreeable and 1 improving commerce of gentlemen and of 
“ ſcholars; in a ſociety where emulation without envy, ambition 
e without jealouſy, contention without animoſity, incited induſtry, 
and awakened genius; where a liberal purſuit of knowledge, and 
a genuine freedom of thought, was raiſed, encouraged, and puſhed 
forward by example, by commendation, and by authority. - 1 
+. breathed the ſame atmoſphere that the Hookers, the CnILLIN G- 
« wORTHS, and the LockESs had breathed before; whoſe benevo- 
«lence and humanity were as extenſive as their vaſt genius and 
< comprehenſive knowledge; who always treated their adverſaries 
« with civility and reſpect; who made candour, moderation, and 
liberal judgment as much the rule and law as the ſubje& of their 
_ *« diſcourſe. * And do you reproach me with my education in this 
place, and with my relation to this moſt reſpectable body, which 
I ſhall always eſteem my greateſt advantage and my higheſt ho- 
„ nour?” I tranſcribe with pleaſure this eloquent paſſage, without 
examining, what benefits or what rewards were derived by Hooker, 
or Chillingworth, or Locke, from their academical inſtitution ; without 


vol. I, - F > inquiring, 
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moſphere of nine did not agree with Mr. Locke's conftitution, and 
that the philoſopher juſtly deſpiſed the academical bigots, who ex- 
pelled his perſon and condemned his principles. The expreflion of 
, gratitude is a virtue and a pleaſure :. a liberal mind will delight to 


cheriſh and celebrate the memory of its parents; and the teachers of 


ſeience are the parents of the mind. I applaud the filial piety, which 
it is impoſſible for me to imitate; ſince I muſt not confeſs an imagi-- 
nary debt, to affume the merit of a juſt or generous retribution. To 
the univerſity of Oxford 7 acknowledge no obligation; and the-will. 


. as cheerfully renounce me for a ſon, as I am willing to diſclaim her 


for a mother, I ſpent fourteen months: at Magdalen College; they 
proved the fourteen months the moſt idle and unprofitable of my 
whole life: the reader will pronounce between the ſchool and the 
ſcholar; but I cannot affect to believe that Nature had diſqualified me 
for all literary purſuits. The ſpecious and ready excuſe of my ten- 
der age, imperfect preparation, and haſty departure, may doubtleſs. 
be alleged; nor do I with: to defraud fuch excuſes. of their proper 
weight. Yet in my ſixteenth year I was not devoid. of (capacity or 
application; ever my childiſh reading had diſplayed an early though 
blind propenſity for books; and the ſhallow flood might have been 
taught to flow in a deep channel and a clear fiream.. In the diſci- 


pline of a well-conſtituted academy, under the guidance of {kilful 


and vigilant profeſſors, I ſhould gradually have riſen frem tranſ- 
lations to originals, from che Latin to the Greek claſſics, from 


dead languages to living ſcience: my hours would have been o- 


cupied by uſeful and agrecable ſtudies, the wanderings of fancy 


would have been reſtrained, and T ſhould have eſcaped the tempta- 


tions of idlenefs, which finally precipitated my departure from 


Perhaps 


it cf Lowth him- | 
_ ſelf is purified from the intolerant zeal, which Warburton had aſcribed 
to the genĩ̃us of the place. It may indeed be obſerved, that the at- 
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inks) in a ſeparate annotation I may coolly examine the fabu- 
lous and real antiquities of our ſiſter univerſities, a queſtion which 
has kindled ſuch fierce and fooliſh diſputes among their fanatic ſons. 
In the mean while it will be acknowledged, that theſe venerable 
bodies are ſufficiently old to partake of all the prejudices and infirmi- 
ties of age. The ſchools of Oxford and Cambridge were founded in 
a dark age of falſe and barbarous ſcience ; and they axe {till tainted 
with the vices of their origin. Their primitive diſcipline was adapted 
to the education of priefts and monks ; and the government ſtill re- 
mains in the hands of the elergy, an order of men whoſe manners 
are remote from the preſent world, and whoſe eyes are dazzled by 
the light of philoſophy. The legal incorporation of theſe ſocieties 
by the charters of popes and kings had: given them a monopoly of 
the public inſtruction; and the ſpirit of monopoliſts is narrow, 
lazy, and oppreſſive: their work is more coſtly and leſs productive 
than that of independent artiſts ;- and the new improvements ſo 

eagerly: graſped by the competition of freedom, are admitted with 
| ſlow and ſullen reluctance in thoſe proud corporations, above the fear 
of a rival, and below the confeflion' of an error. We may ſcarcely 
hope that any reformation will be a voluntary act; and ſo deeply are 
they rooted in law and prejudice, that even the omnipotence of par- 
liament would ſhrink from an inquiry into the tare apd-abyſcs of 
the two univerſities, 

The uſe of academical degrees, as old as the thirteenth century, is 
viſibly borrowed from the mechanic corporations; in which an ap- 
prentice, after ſerving his time, obtains a teſtimonial of his ſkill, and 
a licence to practiſe his trade and myſtery. It is not my defign to de- 
preciate thoſe honours, which could never gratify or diſappoint my 
ambition; and T ſhould applaud the inſtitution, if the degrees of ba- 
chelor or licentiate were beſtowed as the reward of manly and ſuc- 
ceſsful 3 if the name and rank of doctor or maſter were ſtrictly 

f 2 | reſerved 
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l for the profeſs of ſcience, wr have aging their tte 
to the public eſteem. : | 
In all the untyerſities of Sante, . our own, the 8 
and ſciences are diſtributed among a numerous liſt of effective pro- 
feſſors: the ſtudents, according to their taſte, their calling,” and their 
diligence, apply themſelves to the proper maſters; and in the annual 
repetition of public and private lectures, theſe maſters are aſſiduouſly 
employed. Our curioſity may inquire what number of profeſſors has 
been inſtituted at Oxford ? (for ſhall now confine myſelf to my own 
univerſity ;) by whom are they appointed, and what may be the 
probable chances of merit or incapacity? how many are ſtationed to 
the three faculties, and how many are left for the liberal arts? what 
is the form, and what the ſubſtance, of their leſſons? But all theſe 
queſtions are filenced by one ſhort and ſingular anſwer, © That in 
e the univerſity of Oxford, the greater part of the public profeſſors 
« have for theſe many years given up altogether even the pretence 
of teaching.” Incredible as the fact may appear, I muſt reſt my 
belief on the poſitive and impartial evidence of a maſter of moral and 
political wiſdom, who had himſelf reſided at Oxford. Dr.- Adam 
Smith aſſigns as the cauſe of their indolence, that, inſtead of being 
paid by voluntary contributions, which would urge them to increaſe 
the number, and to deſerve the gratitude of their pupils, the Oxford 
profeſſors are ſecure in the enjoyment of a fixed ſtipend, without the 
neceſſity of labour, or the apprehenſion of controul, It has indeed 
been obſerved, nor is the obſervation abſurd, that excepting in expe- 
rimental ſciences, which demand a coſtly apparatus and a dexterous 
hand, the many valuable treatiſes, that have been publiſhed on every 
ſubject of learning, may now ſuperſede the ancient mode of oral in- 
ſtruction. Were this principle true in its utmoſt latitude, I ſhould 
only infer that the offices and ſalaries, which are become uſeleſs, ought 
erg 8 to be aboliſhed. But there * remains a material 
| 6 
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| Aifferoiice haben a book and profeſſor ; che hour of the lecture 
inforces attendance ; attention is fixed hy the preſence, the voice, 
and the occaſional queſtions of the teacher; the moſt idle will carry 


ſomething away ; and the more diligent will compare the inftrue-, 
tions, which they have heard in the ſchool, with the volumes, which ' - 


they peruſe in their chamber. The advice of a ſkilful profeſſor will 
adapt a courſe of reading to every mind and every ſituation; his 
authority will diſcover,” admoniſh, and at laſt chaſtiſe the negligenee 
of his diſeiples; and his vigilant inquiries will aſcertain the ſteps of 
their literary progreſs. Whatever ſcience he profeſſes he may il- 
luſtrate in a ſeries of diſcourſes, eompoſed in the leiſure of his 
; cloſet; pronounced on public occaſions, and finally delivered to the 
preſs. T obſerve with pleaſure, that in the univerſity of Oxford 
Dr. Lowth, with equal eloquence and erndition, has executed this 
taſk in his incomparable Prælectiont on the Poetry of the Hebrews, 
The college of St. Mary Magdalen was founded in the fifteenth 
century by Wainfleet - biſhop of Wincheſter; and now conſiſts 
of a preſident, forty fellows, and a number of inferior ſtudents. 
It is eſteemed one of the largeſt and moſt wealthy of our acade- 
mical corporations, which may be compared to the Benedictine 
abbeys of catholic countries; and I have looſely heard that the 
eftates belonging to Magdalen College, which are leaſed by thoſe 
indulgent landlords at ſmall quit-rents and occaſional fines, might 
be raiſed, in the hands of private avarice, to an annual revenue of 
nearly thirty thouſand pounds. Our colleges are ſuppoſed to be ſchools 
of ſcience, as well as of education; nor is it unreaſonable to 
expect that a body of literary men, devoted to a life of celibacy, 
exempt from che care of their on ſubſiſtence, and amply provided 
with books, ſhould devote their leiſure to the proſecution of ſtudy, 
and that ſome effects of their ſtudies ſhould be manifeſted to the 
world. The ſhelves of their library groan under the weight of the 
Benedictine folios, of the editions of the fathers, and tlie collections 
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of the middle ages, which have iſſued. from the ſingle abbey of 


— TY 
— — ay — 
» * 


St. Germain de Prez at Paris. A compotiuon of genius muſt be the 
offspring of one mind; but fuch works of induſtry, as may be di- 


vided among many hands, and muſt be continued during many 
VJears, are the peculiar province of a laborious community. If I 


inquire into the manufactures of the monks. of Magdalen, if I ex- 
tend the inquiry to the other colleges of Oxford and Cambridge, a 
ſilent bluſh, or a ſcornful frown, will be the only reply. The'fel- 


lows or monks of my time were decent eaſy men, who ſupinety 


enjoyed the gifts of the founder: their days were filled by a ſeries 


and the common room, till they retired, weary and well ſatisfied, 
to a long ſlumber. From the toil of reading, or thinking, or writing, 
they had abſolved their conſcience ; and the firſt ſhoots of learning 


and ingenuity withered on the ground, without yielding any fruits 


to the owners or the public. As a gentleman commoner, I was ad- 
mitted to the ſociety of the fellows, and fondly expected that ſome 
queſtions of literature would be the amuſing and inſtructive topics of 
their-diſcourſe, Their converſation ſtagnated in a round of college 
buſineſs, Tory politics, perſonal anecdotes, and private ſeandal: their 
dull and deep potations excuſed the briſk i intemperance of youth; 


and their conſtitutional toaſts were not expreſſive of the moſt lively 


loyalty for the houſe of Hanover. A general election was now ap- 
proaching: the great Oxfordſhire conteſt already blazed with all the 
malevolence of party-zeal. Magdalen College was devoutly attached 
to the old intereſt! and the names of Wenman and Daſhwood were 
more frequently pronounced, than thoſe of Cicero and Chryſoſtom. 
The example of the ſenior fellows could not inſpire the under-gra- 


5 duates with a liberal ſpirit or ſtudions emulation; and I cannot de- 
ſeribe, as IJ never knew, the diſcipline of college. Some duties 


may poſſibly have been impoſed on the poor ſcholars, whoſe am- 
dies aſpired to the, nen ee C(aſeribi 


guietts 
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quiztis ordinibus = ö Deorum) ; but no independent members were 
admitted below the rank of a gentleman commoner, and our velvet 
cap was the cap of liberty. A tradition prevailed that ſome of our 
predeceſſors had ſpoken Latin declamations in the hall; but of this 
ancient cuftom no veſtige remained: the obvious methods of public 
exerciſes and examinations were totally unknown; and I have never 
Heard that either the preſident or the ſociety interfered in che private 
— the tutors and their pupils. 
| 1 The filence of the Oxford profeſſors, which deprives the youth 
of public infiru@tion, is imperfectly ſupplied by the tutors, as they 
are ſtyled, of the ſeveral colleges. Inſtead of confining themſelves 
to a ſingle ſcience, which had ſatisfied the ambition of Burman or 
Bernoulli, they teach, or promiſe to teach, either hiſtory or ma- 
thematics, or ancient literature, or moral philoſophy ; and as it is 
poſſible that they may be defective in all, it is highly probable that 
of ſome they will be ignorant. They are paid, indeed, by private 
contributions; but their appointment depends on the head of the 
houſe: their diligence is voluntary, and will conſequently be languid, 
while the pupils themſelves, or their parents, are not indulged in 
the hberty of choice or change. The firſt tutor into. whoſe hands 
I was reſigned appears to have been one of the beſt of the tribe: 
Dr. Waldegrave was a learned and pious man, of a mild diſpoſition, 
firit morals, and abſtemious life, who ſeldom mingled in the po- 
Mies or the jollity of the college. But his knowledge of the world 
- was confined to the univerſity; his learning was of the laſt, rather 
than of the preſent age; his temper was indolent ; his faculties, which, 
were not of the firſt rate, had been relaxed by the climate, and he 
was ſatisfied, like his fellows, with the ſlight and ſuperficial diſ- 
charge of an important traſt. As ſoon as my tutor had ſounded the 
inſufficiency of his diſciple in ſchool-learning, he propoſed that we 
| ſhould read every morning from ten to eleven the comedies of Te- 
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rence. The pombe my improvement in che anivetüy af bel 


is confined to three or four Latin plays; and even the ſtudy of an 
elegant claſſic, which might have been illuſtrated. by a compariſon 


of ancient and modern theatres, was reduced to a dry and literal in- 


terpretation of the author's text. During the firſt weeks I con- 
ſtantly attended theſe leſſons in my tutor's room; but as they 


appeared equally devoid: of profit and pleaſure, I was once tempted 


to try the experiment of a formal apology. The apology was ac- 


_ <epted with a ſmile.” I repeated the offence with leſs. ceremony; 
the excuſe Was admitted with the ſame indulgence: the lighteſt 


motive of lazineſs or indiſpoſition, the moſt trifling avocation at 
home or abroad, was allowed as a worthy impediment; nor did my 


tutor appear conſcious of my abſence or neglect. Had: the hour of 


lecture been conſtantly filled, a ſingle hour was a ſmall portion of 
my academic leiſure. | No plan of ſtudy was recommended for my 


uſe; no exereiſes were preſcribed for his inſpection; and: nat the 


moſt precious ſeaſon of youth, whole days and weeks were ſuffered 


I ſhould: have liſtened to the voice of reaſon aud of my tutor; his 


mild behaviour had gained my confidence. I preferred his ſociety to 
that of. the younger ſtudents; and in our evening walks to the top 
of Heddington-hill, we freely converſed on a variety of ſubjects. 


Since the days of Pocock and Hyde; Oriental learning has always 


been the pride of Oxford, and I once expreſſed an inclination; to 
ſtudy Arabic. His prudence diſcouraged this childiſh fancy; but 
he neglected the fair occafion of directing the ardour of a curious 
mind. During my abſence in the Summer vacation, Dr. Walde- 


grave accepted a college living at Waſhington in Suſſex, and on my 


return I no longer found him at Oxford. From that time I have 
loft ſight of my firſt tutor; but at the end of thirty years (1781) 
he was ſtill alive; and the Practice of exerciſe and ad hoe 
3 him to a * old age. „ 
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The long receſs between the Trinity and Michaclmas terme 
empties the colleges: of Oxford; as well as the courts of "Weſt. - 

mitiſter, 1 ſpent, at my father's houſe at Buriton in Hampſhire, - 


the two months of Auguſt and September. It is whimficatenough, , 


that as ſoon as I left Magdalen College, my taſte for books began to 
revive; but it was the ſame blind and boyiſh taſte for the purſuit of 
exotie hiſtory,” Unprovided with original learning, unformed in 
the habits of thinking, unſkilled in the arts of compoſition, I re- 
ſolved- to write à bock. The title of this firſt Eſſay, the Age of * 
Sefoftris, was perhgps ſuggeſted by Voltaire's Age of Lewis XIV. 
which was new and popular; but my ſole object was to inveſtigate 
the probable: date of ther life and reign of the conqueror of Aſia. 1 
was tlien enamoured of Sir John Marſham's Canon Chronicus; an 
elaborate work, of whoſe merits and defects I was not yet qualified 
to judge. According to his ſpecious, though narrow plan, I ſettled 
my hero about the time of Solomon, in the tenth century before the 
Chriſtian zra. It was therefore incumbent on me, unleſe I would 
adopt Sir Iſaac-Newton's ſhorter chronology, to remove à formi- 
dable objection 3 and my ſolution, for a youth of fifteen, is not de- 
void of ingenuity. In his verſion of the Sacred Books, Manetho | 
the high prieſt has identified Bethoſis, or Seſoſtris, with the elder 
brother of Danaus, who! landed in Greece, according to the Parian 
Marble, fiſteen hundred and ten years before Chriſt. But in my 
ſuppoſition the high prieſt is guilty of a voluntary error; flattery is 
the prolific parent of falſehood. Manetho's Hiſtory of Egypt is 
dedicated. to Ptolemy Philadelphus, who derived à fabulous or ille- 
gitimate pedigree from the Macedonian kings of the race of Her- 
cules. Danaus is the anceſtor of Hercules; and after the failure 
of the elder (ranch; his deſcendants, the Ptolemies, are the ſole re- 
preſentatives of che royal family, and may claim by inheritance the 
kingdom which they hold by [conqueſt Such were my juvenile 
5 diſcoveries; at a "UPC" age, I no longer preſume to connect the 
bs 1 * | 0 2 Greek; | 
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MEG . and the Egyptian antiquities, which are loſt in 
2 diſtant cloud. Nor is this the only inſtance, in which the belief 

aud knowledge of the child are ſuperſeded by the more rational 
- Ignorance of the man. During my ſtay at Buriton, my infant - 
labour was diligently proſecuted, without much interruption from 
company or country diverſions ; and I already heard the muſie of 
public applauſe... The diſcovery of my own weakneſs vraß the firſt 
EE ſymptom of taſte. On my return to Oxford, the Age of Seſoſtris 
us wiſely relinquiſhed; but the imperfeQ ſheets remained twenty 
pears at the bottom of a-drayer, till, in a general clearance of Papers, 

©» * (November-1772,)/ they were committed to the flames. 

HP Afterithe departure of Dr. Waldgrave, I was Wasserrad nd bis 
co * other pupile, to his academical heir, whoſe literary character did not 
command the reſpect of the college. Dr. * ell remembered that 
be had a falary to receive, and only forgot that he had 4 duty to per- 
| form. Inſtead of guiding the ſtudies, and watching over the behaviour 
| of his diſciple, I was never ſummoned to attend · even the ceremony 
olf a lecture; and, excepting one voluntary viſit to his rooms, during 
8 te eee e peng e eee dec, ler- in the 
ein, and a* ths gebe into Pay impro- 
prieties of conduct, ill- choſen company, late hours, and incorifider- 
ate expence. My growing debts might be ſecret; but my frequent 
abſence was viſible and ſcandalous: and a tour to Bath, a viſit into 
Buckinghamſhire, and four excurſions to Bene n cha ſame winter. 


3, were eoſtly and dangerous frolic 

1 meaning, as without an excuſe. 'Bhe'irhſomenels of a cloiflere 
8 | life repeatedly tempted me to wander; but my chief pleaſure/was 
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hired lodging, without once heating'the voice of admonition, with- 
out once feeling the hand of cbntfol. Vet my time was loft, my 
| experices were multiplied, my behaviour abroad was unknown ; ; folly 


a5 well as vice ſhould have awakened the attention of my ſuperiors, MEN 


and iny tender years would have Juftified"s more than en de- 
gree of reſtraint and diſcipline. 85 1 . Jig! 02950 hed itt" 
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bk es at Jealt be 5 that an eccleſiaſtical ſchool hou | 
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| ference: an Rae or unbeliever, was a monſter 65 her eyes; ; 
but ſhe was always, or often, or ſometimes, remiſs in the ſpiritual 
education of her own children. According to the ſtatutes of the 
univerſity, every ſtudent, before he is matriculated; muſt ſubſcribe his 
aſſent to the thirty-nine articles of the church of England, which are 
| ſigned by more than read, and read by more than believe them. 
My inſufficient age excuſed me, however, from the immediate per- 
formance of this legal ceremony; and the vice- chancellor directed 
me to return, as ſoon as T ſhould have accompliſhed my fifteenth year; 
recommending me, in the mean while, to thie inſtruction of my col- 
lege. My college forgot to inſtruct: 1 forgot to feturn; and was 
my ſelf forgotten by the firſt magiſtrate of the univerſity. Without 
a ſingle lecture, either public or private, either chriſtian or proteſtant, 
| without any academical ſubſcription, without any epiſcopal econfirm- 
ation, I was left by the dim light of my catechiſm to grope my Wy 
to the chapel and communion- table, where I was admitted; without 
a queſtion, how far, or by what'means, I might be qualified to receive 
the ſacrament. Such almoſt incredible neglect was productive of the 
worſt miſchiefs, From my childhood 1 had been fond of teligious' 
diſputation : my poor aunit has been often puzzled by the myſteries 
| which ſhe ſtiobe to believe; nor had the elaſtic ſpring been totally 
broken by the weight of the atmoſphere of Oxford: The blind ati. 
* of idleneſe 6 without armour into the d 
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eee nd the age of aneen, Lhemildered 
_ myſelf in the errors. of he church of Rome. Sy" </los ooo! 70 


The progreſs. of my converſion may tend to illuſtrate, at leaſt, the 


Hiſtory of my own mind. It was not long finee Nr, Middleton's free 
inquiry had ſounded. an alarm in the. theplogyeal, world; much ink 


and much gall had been ſpilt in the deten gf theme imer e 
and the two. dulleſt of their champions were crowned with 


_ Hoo by t the univerſity of Oxford. Tbe name of MiadletoR x 958 185 
ynpopular z and bis Pproſcription very 1 led me to 1 i 


'crigiciim, hie 


2915 IT nh 3220 1 


Ne and thoſe of his antagoniſts. | His bo 

Prosches the precipice of infid lit , produced e on my ind a fu 
elſect ; and had 1 perſevered in he communion 0 f.Ro e, „44 0 
ven ppl de my ane fo 


1 Hit burg zl To "orb ci ili is prima'fatutis; oils 00 


| "repo Wb anime gert, Gra, Pen dtar un ue 4d ani 


0 my att mot orearod nnn 


The eder of kerle and n of argument were repelled, by a 
del of prajadice-;.[3-fill xevercd, the.charaer, or rather the names, 
_ ofaþe fats and fathers whom Dr: Middleton expoſes z nr could. he, 
Jeſtray mg implicie belief, that thergift of, 
eontinued in he church, during che firſt, foyn, or five. centuries, « of 


-chriſtionity-1.. But I. was unable to reit the weight, of iſforical, ei- 


_ denes, tha within the ſame period moſt of dee leading doQrines of 


eee introduced in theory and practice :| nor was, my 
_ conchuſion/abſurd,. that miracles are the. teſt. of. truth, aud thay che; 
" the: viſible interpoſition of the Deity, . The marvellous, tales which, | : 
© are ſo boldly atteſted by the Yaſils and Chryſoſtomu, the, Auſtins;apd, 
Jeroma, compelled me o embrace the ſuperior mexits of c elibacy the 
| inflityton.gf the manaltic life, the uſe, of the ſign of the cxolſs,; of. 
holy gil, and even of images, the inyocation of ſaints, the w Ret 


nts, of 3 * * Seb, yi 


c 7 


By. the, pre ediQtion of the Sybil, Virrovinu 


ylous, payers Was: 
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the tremendous myſtery of the ſacriſice of che body and-blood/of 
Chriſt, which inſenſibly ſwelled into the prodigy of tranſuhſtanti . 
tion. In theſe diſpoſitions, and already more than half a,convert, 1 


formed an unlucky intimacy, with young gentleman. of our college, | „„ 4 
whoſe name I ſhall ſpare. | With a character leſs reſolute, Me, „%% 


ADS FILE 1 


had imbibed the fame religious opinions ; and ſome Popiſh books, 1 
know: not through what channel, were conveyed. into his poſſeſſion. | 
1 read, 1 applauded, I believed: the Engliſh tranſlations of two fa. 4", 
mous works of Boſſuet Biſhop of Meaux, the Expoſition of the cg. - _ - 
mene Doctrine, and the Hiſtory" of che Pröteſtant Variations, ar 
chte ved my converſion,/atd fürefy fen by à nodle hand e. I HU e + 
ſince examined the briginals with'a more diſcerminig eye, and hat = 
not heſitate to pronounce, that Boſſuet is indeed a maſter of all the "70 
weapons of controverſy.' In the Expoſition, a fpecious apology,” the 
orator affumes, 'with-conſurmate art, the tone of candour and ſim- 
Pbieityʒ and the ten- horned monſter is transformed; at” his magie' 
touch; into the milk-white hind;' who muſt be loved as ſob as ſhe 
i ſeen; In the Hiftory, a bold and well-aimed attack, he diſplays, 
0 with a happy mixture of narrative” and argument, the ſaults and 
| _ " follics,” the changes and coritradiftions' of our fir reformers; 
Whole variations/(as be dexteronſly' contends) are the mark of hiſto- 
. nicat error, while the perpetual unity of the catholic” chureli id the - 
fign, and teſt of infanble truth. To my preſent feelings it ſeems in- 
ckeibde tha & ſhouts ever betkeve chat 1 believed in tranfbbltartia- 
übe. But ray oohquerer oppreſſed me witli the ſücramental words, 
es eſt corpus men,” aid daſhed againft'each" other the figura- 
use half- meanings ef the proteſtant ſects: every objection was re- 
e e e e and-after repeating at &. Mary's die Alba . 
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M. Gibbon never talked with me on the jubject of his converkioa to popery but ? | 
once; and then, he imputed his change to the works of Parſons the j ſuit, Mean =: 
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A „ , / oe rd of 175 e ib Ns 
6 FRY No ſooner hed be u mew; ehe thas L a epa qo profil | 
1 1 myſelf a catholic. | Youth is ſincere. and impetuous ;.and a moment. 1 

=: -.- nne all deere conſiders. 

BE : Ee, | - ations*... YE Yet, „„ e Of ee een 
= - 5 + ee ee won neee eee : 
1 | of gerſecution, u clunour i, raiſed of che increaſe; of popery: and 
= & they are always loud 20 declahm againſt the toleration. of 'priefis and = 
5 Jeſuits, who pervert ſo many of his majeſty s ſubjects from their reli-! | 
f cherjſons directed this clamour againſt the univerſity ; and it was 7 
 . conlidently affirmed that popiſh miſſionaries were ſuffered, under w- 

. But juſtice. obliges me to declare, that, as far as relates to nayielf, 
8 this aſſertion is fulſe; and that I never converſed with a ptieſt, or 10 . 
 -__ even, with a-papiſt, till my reſolution, from books was abſolitely, © - 
5 fixed. In my laſt excurſion to London, L addreſſed myſelf to Mr. 
Dh Lenie, a Roman catholic bookſeller in Ruffell-ſtreet, Covent Garden, 
who, recommended me to a prieſt, of whoſe name and order I am at +. 


_ 
_- 


NS” * preſent ignorant. In our firſt interview he ſoon. diſeovered that wt . | 
1 ſuaſion was needleſs, Aer ſounding the motives and merits of my 
| x 5 Waun 01 e lien art 34 Betta 15 09 ee Hit Ballen 25940 d al: | 
5 * i 24 2 wk Saxon 2362 123 > OY : 1 botgozxt ol 6 9:13! hg 4-1; HE 
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from ſuperſtition to ſcepticiſm, - 
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n he-confemed: 6 


andi at his feet, on the eighth of June 1953, I ſolemnly; though pri» 


vately, abjured the errors of hereſy. The ſeduction of an Engliſh | 
youth of family and fortune was an act of as much danger as glory; but 
he bravely overlooked the danger, of which I was not then ſufficiently 


| Armen... — Where. a perſon: is. reconciled to the ſee of Rome, or 


« procures. others to be reconciled, the. offence (ſays Blackſtone) 


© amounts to high treaſon.” And if the humanity of the age would 


prevent che execution. af this ſanguinary ſtatute, there were other 


laws of a leſs odious eaſt, which. condemned the prieſt to perpetual 17 
impriſoament, and transfered che proſelyte's. eſtate to his neareſt re- 


lation. An: elahorate controverſial epiſtle, approved by my director, 
and addrefled to my father, announced and juſtified, the ſtep which I 
had taken. My father was neither a bigot nor a philoſopher; but 
his affeQion deplored the loſs of an only ſon 3 and his good ſenſe was 
aſtoniſhed at my firavge departure from, the religion of my country. 
In the firſt ſally of paſſion. he divulged a ſecret which prudence might 
have ſuppreſſed, and the gates of Magdalen College wete for ever ſhut 
againſt my return. Many years afterwards, when the name of Gib- 
bon was become as: noterious-as that of Middleton, it was induſtri- 
ouſly whiſpered at Oxford, that.the-hiſtorian had formerly turned 
« papiſt: my character ſtood expoſed to the reproach of inconſtaney; 


2 and this invidious topic would. have been handled without merey by 


my opponents, could they have ſeparated: my cauſe t frm (hes of the 
univerſity... . For my own part, I am proud of an h oneſt ſacrifice of 


F intereſt to conſcience. bean mene bluſh, if my tender mind was ra. 


tangled in the ſophiſtry chat ſeduced the acute and manly underſtand- 
ings of CHILLINGWORTH and, BAYLE,. who. afterwards, a 


Ade wdf teen 344 


While Charles the Firſt governed England, and was hier go- 
mat? «oO goes be fer a hem es 
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ene mn the grim wolf with privy pan Ny 
ad ag Dany de vours apace, and nothing ſaid,” az Vim to d, 


95 is ir aten Chintigwtorth, "Matter" of Arts, and Fellow of Tad 
gity Cale ; Oxford j" who, at the the” ripe age of trenty-eight years, . 


jets perk faaded* to elo elope From Oxford, to the Enright” ſeminary! at 
Douay i in Flanders." 'Some diſputes" with Fither, a ſubtle Jefuir, might 


fu [ 3 kim Fro the Prejiidices of education; but he yielded tdb 


his own Viftorious ar | zument, that there muſt Be ſome where an ths 


3 eie judge; ark unt lie eürclt of Nüme is the only" ehrifti 
TO Stde. which either does or ean pretend to tniat character.“ Aſter 
4 . trial of a few months, Mr. Chillingworth was again tormented x 
bf +: 77 ſcruples * ke feturned Holte, tefumed his ftudies, unta- 
* whip! 
_ rity and ſuperſtar.” His new creed was built on the principle, that 
7 the Bible is our ſole judge, and private teiſon our ſole \aterpreter : 2 by 


miſtakes, and delivered bis mind from the yoke of ant 


and he ably maintains this Principle i in the Religion of 4 Proteſtant, 
a book hich, ſte fartling the dockon of Oxford, is fal eſtecined 


5 . ave 3 now hed his fetter, and 8 more de weighed, the 15 | 
2s he di Giſpoled to ſubſctibe' to the walt) nige articles of the elch 23 

Þ England. In 2 Private letter He dif? with all the energy ok 
language, that he could not ſubſcribe to them without ſubfcribing'to his 
own damnation; and thatifeverhe ſhould Tepart from this immaveable 8 


ken, he "would" allow his friends to think him a madman, dr an 


ate” As che letter is without a date, we cannot aſcertain then” 


© ber of weeks or months that elapſed between this paſſionate 7 
rence and the Saliſbury” Regiſter, 8 which is ſtill extant, "go Cu- 


ee Chiiogwort, . 75 - omaidis kite adele aa. * „ 


; 5 . 3 | , ninity and fucceſs-1 in the court, 0 couns | 
_ why ee One of the eep, 201 ed 16 bar 
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. vali de i hdr, 4 puta 
_ + meum Hiſdemprabeo.” 20 dle Jan 1638.“ But, alas ! the chats 
cello and prebendary of Saruin ſoon deviated from his own ang 


don: as he mere deeply ſerutinized the article of the Trinity, neither 
ſoliptete nor the primitive fathers could long uphold his A | 


belief q and he could not but confeſs,” that the doQrine of Arius is 
«\ ether à truth; or at leaſt no damnable hereſy.” From this middle 
repioti of che air, the deſeent of his reaſon would naturally reſt on 


che firmer ground of the Socinians: and if we may vredit à doubtful” 


ſtow / / and the pop opinion, his anxious inquiries at laſt ſubſided 
in phyloſophic indifferenee. So eonſpicuous, however, were the can- 
dour of hi nature and the innocetice of his heart, that this appa- 
rent levity did not affect the reputation of Chilhingworth. His fre- 
quent changes proceeded from too nice an _inquilition into truth; 
His doubts grew. out of himſelf; he aſſiſted them with all the ſtrongtii 
of his reaſon: he was then too hard for himſelf; hut finding as little 
quiet and repoſe in thoſe victories, he quickly recovered,” by a new 
appeal to his own judgment: o that in ali his 0 TE be 


ws im fat his-own-convert.” +7 


Bayle was the eee Wer 


7 
#4 


France; at the foot of the Pyrenees. For the benefit of education; 


che proteſtantꝭ were tempted to riſk: their children in the catholic 


utiverſities; and in the twenty-ſecond'year of his age} young Bayle. 
was ſediiced by the arts and arguments of the jeſuits of Thotlouſe? 


He remained about ſeventeen months (igthi Mareh 1669 1th Aus 
guſt 1670) in their hands, a voluntary captive and a letter to his 
parents, which the new convert eompoſed or ſubſeribed (15th Aprir 


. 1650), is darkly tinged with the ſpirit ef popery. But Nature had 
deſigned him to think as he pleaſed, and to ſpeak as he thought : His 


piety was offended by the exceſfive worſhip of creatures; and the 
' ſtudy of phyſics. convinced him of the impoſſibility of tranfubſtantia- 
tion, which is * by the beſtmony ef our ſenſes! 


0 e 1 H | His 


N 
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ieee n | 


wdtteereſted ſtep, that expoſed him to the rigour of the laws; and a ſpeedy 
8 fight to Geneva protected him from the reſentment of his ſpiritual 
© _ tyrants, unconſcious as they were of the full value of the prize, which 
they had loſt. Had Bayle adhered to the catholic church, had he 
embraced the eccleſiaſtical profeſſion, the genius and favour of ſueh 
2 proſelyte might have aſpired to wealth and honours in his native 
country : but the hypocrite would have found leſs happineſs in the 

'  eonaforts of a benelice, or the dignity of a mitre, than he enjoyed at 


| out a country, or a patron, or a prejudice, he claimed the liberty and 
hk ſubſiſted by the labours of his pen: the inequality of his yoluminous 
: works is explained and excuſed by his alternately uriting for him- | 
ſelf, forthe bookſellers, and for poſterity; and if a ſeyere gritio would 
reduce him to a ſingle folib, [that relic, like the books af the Sybil, 
would become ſtill more valuable. A calm and lofty ſpectator of the 
religious tempeſt, the philoſopher of Rotterdam condemned with 
equal firmneſs the petſeuution of Lewis the Fourteenth, and the re- 
publican maxims of the Calviniſts; their vain prophecies; and the in. 
tolerant bigotry which-ſometimes vexed bis ſolitary retreat. In re- 
viewing the controverſies of the times, he turned againſt each other 
the arguments of the diſputants; ſucceſſively wielding the arms of the 
AA eathelies and proteſtanits, he proves that neither the way of authority, 
1 nor the way of examination can afford the multitude any teſt of reli- 
7 gious truth; and dexterouſly concludes that euſiom and education mult | 


5 


Sch, chat atheiſm is leſa pernicious than ſuperſtition, acquires a ten- 
fold vigor, when it is adorned with theicolquregt his wit, and pointed. 
With the acuteneſs. of his logic. His critical dictionary is a vaſt cpo 
ſitory of facts and opinions; and he balances the ///e religions in his 
ſceptical ſcales, gl the oppoſite quantities (if I may uſe the language 
| late each other. eee power which he 


1 Rotterdam in a private ſtate of exile, indigence, and freedom. With. 


be ths ſole grounds of popular belief. The ancient paradox of Fu- 
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ſo boldly.exerciled, of aſſembling doubtꝭ and objections, had tempted 
bim jocoſely to aſſume the title of /the;reQiAnyipere Zeus, the cloud - 

compelling Jove; and in a converſation with the ingenious Abbé 
(afterwards Cardinal) de Polignat, he freely diſcloſed his univerſal 


— Path 


Poyrrhoniſm. I am moſt truly (ſaid Bayle) a proteſtant; for --- 
“ proteſt indifferently-againſt all ſyſtems and all ſects. 
The academical reſentment; which L may poſſibly have provoked, 
will prudently: ſpare this plain narrative of my ſtudies, or rather of 
my idleneſs; and of the unfortunate event which ſhortened the term 

of my reſidence at Oxford. But it may be ſuggeſted, that my father 


was unlucky in the choice of a ſociety, and the chance of a tutor. It 


will perhaps be aſſerted, that in the lapſe of forty years many 15 
provements have taken place in the college and in the univerſity. I 
am not unwilling to believe, that ſome tutors might have been found 
more active than Dr. Waldgrave, and leſs contemptible than Dr, ##*#*, _ 
About the ſame time, and in the ſame walk, a Bentham was-Riill | 
treading in the footſteps of à Burton, whoſe maxims he had adopted, 
and whoſe life he had publiſhed. The biographer. indeed preferred 
| the ſchool-logic to the new philoſophy, Burgurſdicius to Locke; and 
the hero appears, in his own, writings, a ſtiff and conceited pedant. 
Yet even theſe men, according to the meaſure of their capacity, 
might be diligent and uſeful”; and it is recorded of Burton, that he 
taught his pupils what he 3 ſome Latin, ſome Greek, ſome 
ethics and metaphyſics; referring them to proper maſters for the lan- 
guages and ſciences" of which he was ignorant. At a more recent 
period, many ſtudents have been attracted by the merit and reputa- 
tion of Sir William Scott, then a tutor in Univerſity College, and 


274 now conſpicuous i in the profeſſion of the civil law : my perſonal ac- 


| quaintance with that gentleman has inſpired me with a juſt eſteem for 

his abilities and Enowledgez' and I am aſſured that his lectures on hiſ- 
tory would compoſe, were they given to tlie public, a moſt valuable 
treatiſe. Under the OT of The. preſent Archbiſhop. of York, 
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M | 6 egular di 
1 3 eee 1am told; at Chriſt Church *; e e 
claſſical and philoſophical; ſtudjes:is/propoſed, and even purſued, in 
that numerous ſeminary: learning has been made a duty, 4 Pleafure, 
and even a faſhion; and ſeveral. young gentlemen do honour to 
obs college in which they have: been educated. According to the 
wilt of the donor, the proſit of tha ſecond part of Lord:Clarenddn's. 
erde been applied to the eſtabliſſiment of a riding -ſcliool that 
the polite exerciſes might be taught. I know not with: what ſucceſa, 
in the univerſity. The Vinerian profeſſorſhip is af far more ſerious 
importance ; the laws of bis. country are the tft ſeience of an Eng- 


* This was written on {the inform lich Mi Gibbon bad Wel the Fe 
Io he had made, previous to his late reGdenoe af Laufanne. During his laſt viſit te 
e deg he Ni Lale . 1 
: abave ed to; he ha Aeon g-vith them, m 
5 e TefpeQting their com Sn ies hes Alteipline of Chriſt 
Church, and the Hberal attention e ee — thoſe whoſe enly recommend - 
ation, was. their merit. Had Mr. Gibbon lived this work, I am ſure he would 
* ths Be the name As Jackſon 455 were =O N Wes 
other colleges at Oxford, wü whofe diſcipline BR friend was unacquainted, to 
Which, without doubt, he would williagly have. plowed: their due praiſe, particularly 
I Noſe and Oriel. Colleges ; z the former under the cage of Dr. Cleaver, biſbop of 
eſter, - the latter under that of Dr. Fveleigh, © "It is ſtin greatly to be withed that the 
general enpence, or rather extravagance, of young men at qur-Englifwudiverſities may 
be mare effe Rually reſtrained. The expence, in which they are permitted ta ind 
zs inconſiſtent not only with a eceſſary degree « of 9 but with thoſe habits of mo- 
; rality which ſhould be elle by all-meanis'pi poſſible, at an early period of life. An 
academicatieducation in England ig at: preſent un objech of alarm and terror to every 
winking parent of moderate fartune, It. is the e .of the expence; of the 
diſſipation, my other evil conſequences, * which arife from the want of proper reſtraint 
at our own univerſities; thatl forces 2 Humber of our Eugllh youths to thoſe of Scot- 
land, and: utterly excludes many from: any ſort of academieal inſtruction. If à charge 
de true, which I have heard inſiſted pn, that the heads of our colleges in Oxford and 
Cambridge are vain of having "under their care chiefly men of opulence, who may be 
fuppoſed.exempt from the netegty bf economical contranl; they are indeed highly 
_<rnfurables Gree the wiſchicf of allowing eazly habits of expence. and diſſipation is 
t, in various. reſpeQs, even to thoſe Poſſeſſed of large property; and the maſt 
Dl evil from this indulgenee muſt happen to youths of humbler fortune, who 
e * Kü 7 
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kſhman of rank and fortune, who is called to be a magiſtrate, and 
may hope to be a legiſlator. This judicious inſtitution was coldly 
entertained: by the: graver doQors, who complained (l have heard the 
complaint) that it would take the young people from their bock: 
but Mr. Viner's beneſaction is not unprofitable; ſince it has at leaſt 
| MPR the excellent nenn geeks een 9114 
x HF oi 5 Stieg sd 411 rang 0 att 
ee eee tothe, houſe of his friend Mr. Mallet, „ 
by Whole philoſophy I was, rather ſcandalized than rec „ it was 5 
neceſſary ſor my ther. to; form a new, plan. of eduegtion: and t0 de- 
viſe ſame method, which, if poſſible, might ee the. cure of my 
ſpiritual malady, After much debate it was determined,, from. the 
advice and perlonal experience, of, Mr, Eligt (now Lord. Eliot) to fix 
me, during ſoine years, at Lauſanne! in, Switzerland. Mr. Frey, a 
Swiſs gentleman of Babi, uadertogk the conduct of the journey: we 
left London the, xgih, of June, rofl the. ſea; from. Doxer, to Calaia, 
travelled poſt through ſeveral pravinecs of Erance, hy the direct road 
of dr. Quentin, Rhejms,, Langres,. 429 Belangon, and arrived the 
Zeit of June, at Lauſanne, where, 1, was immediately ſettled under 
* roof and — of; Mr, Favilliard, 3; Calyiniſt miniſter... 50 
The belt marks, of my, father's dülpleaſurg rather aſtoniſhed than 
| affh@ted me; when. he threatened to; banifh, and diſown, and. diſin- 
herit a rebellious ſon, I. cheriſhed a ſeeret hope that he would not be 
ale or Willing 10 geek his, menaces; and, the. pride af copfcignce 
epeouraged me to ſuſtain che honauzahle and important part which. I 
Vas. now aQing, | My ſpizits, were;raiſed and Kept alive by the rapid 
matiqn. of my jqurney, che new. and, variqug ſcenes of the Gontigent, 
and the civility) of Mr. Frey, 3 men of ſenſe; who. was not ignorant 
of, books or the world, |. But.afteche had reſigned me into Pavilliard's 
Bands, and I was, Swain habitation, ae. to com- 
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far the decline of my life 
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diane: ede y s before me. My firſt 
ecamplaiat aroſe from my ĩgiiorance of the language. In my child- 
hood I had: once ſtudied the French grammar, and I eduld imper- 
fectiytunderſtand the eaſy proſe of a familiar ſubject. But when 1 


muas thus ſuddenly caſt on a foreign land; I found myſelf deprived of 
the uſe al ſpeech and of hearing; and, during ſome weeks incapable 
| mak rs of enjoying the pleaſures of converſation, but even of aſking 


| n g 4 queſtion in the” common intercourſe' of life. To a 
red "Engliſhman every object, every cuſtom was offenſve; 
but the native of any country might have been diſguſted with the 


general aſpect of his wägitig and entertainitent- 2 had now ex- 
changed my elegant apartment in Magdaten College, for a narrow, 
Yoomy ſtreet, the moſt unfrequented of an unhandſome town, for 
an old inconvenient Houſe, and for a Tilt ehathber Lontebved and 
_ Uf-Frealſhed, which,” on the approach of Winter, inſtead of a com- 
| panionable fire, myſt be warmed by the dull inviſible” heat of a ſtove. | 


From a man I was again degraded to the dependance of a {chool-boy. 
Mr. Pavilliard managed my expences, which had been reduced to 


; A diminutive fate: T receive 2 ſmall monthly allowance for my 
Pocket- money: and kelpleſs aud awkward as 1 have ever been, 
T no longer enjoyed: the indiſpenſable comfort of à ſervant. My 
condition ſeemed as deſtitute of hope, as it was devoid. of Plea 


Jure ; I was ſeparated for an indefinite, which appeared an infinite 


term from my fate country; And I had loſt all connection with 
my catholic friends. I have ſince reflected with ſurpriſe, that as the 


Romiſh clergy: of every part of Europe maintain e e gn 9 


ence with each other, they never attempted, by letters or meſſa 
to reſoue me from the hands of the heretics, or at leaſt to cohfitth 


zeal and eo in t S profeſſion of the faith. © Such Was my 
my 


firſt intreduction to Lauſanne j; à place Where I ſpent tiearly'five years 
with pleaſure and profit, which I afterwards reviſited without com- 


pulſion, and which: I have finally elected as the moſt graceful. retreat 
| | 1 : 
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6 the moſt unpleaſing bb» 
jeh and events ſeldom make a deep or laſting impreſſion; it forgets . 
the paſt, enjoys the preſent, and anticipates the future. At the 
flexible vage of fixteen I ſoon learned to endure, and gradually to 


adopt, the now forms bi arbitrary manners : the real hardſhips of m 


| ſituation were alienated by time. Had I been ſent abroad in à more 
ſplendid ſtyle, fuch as the fortune and bounty of my father might 
have ſupplied I might have returned home with the ſame ſtock ß 


Continent. An exile and a priſoner as I was, their example be- 


curſions: but I ſoon felti the impoſſibility-of aſſociating with them o 
a n civil correſpondence'with| their ſneveſſors. This ſecluſion 
the —— the Frehett Ago ed withyleſs 388 
than in moſt; of the diſtant provinces of France: in Payilliard's fa- 
mily, neceſſity eompelled me. to liſten and: to ſpeak; and if I was at 
firſt, diſteartened by the apparent ſigwneſe, in a few months I. was 
aſtoniſhed by the rapidity of my progreſs. My pronunciation was 
formed by the conſtant, repetition of the ſame, ſounds; the variety of 
words and idioms, the rules of grammar, and diſtinctions of genders,, 
were ien! in my memory, eaſe e. were obtained by; 
called home, French, in 3 1 „ thought, 5 — more: 
familiar than Engliſh to my ear, my tongue, and my pen. The firſt 
effect of this opening knowledge was the revival of my love of read- 
ing, which had been chilled at Oxford; and I ſoon turned: over, 
without much choice, almoſt all the Feat books in my tutor li 
brary. Even theſe amukements - were productive of real advantage: 
my taſte and r ere were nom ſomewhat riper. E was introduced, 5 
eee ee een e eren 
Segel! | 2 W 
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pur, by le Suent, may be placed ii a middle line between my childiſſi 
and m many. ſtudies. H ſoon a I was able to- converſe: with the 
ati ves, I began tb feeli me iatiafaction in their-company:: y nok 


w timidiey was poliſhed arid æmboldenedi an frequonted, for 


the: firſt-time, aſſemblies of men and men. The acquaintande of 


the-Pavilliards ptepiared me by degrees for more elegant ſbeiety. I ; 
was werived: with kindneſs and indulgence in the beſt> families. of 


_ hifſtingg-<onnedion-with Mr. Deyrerdunayoung unn of an amiahle 
temper and excellent underſtanding. In tliel arts of fencing and 


Auneing, ſimnll indeed was anyuproficiendy i and ſome months were 


july wunſted n the didinga{chooli; i My.anbiangs; to, bodily. exerciſe 


reconciled-me o u ſedentary lift andi the horſa, the favourite-ofamy: 
couttryanen; never contributed · to the pleaſures of my im. 


Ny obligations to che leſſpns of Mr Pavilliard, gratitüde will het 


ſuffer me to forget: he Was ende ved with u clear head and à win 


beit; his innate bene tolenee had affusged thé ſpirit of che church ; 
he was rati6ijal, becauſe he was moderate: in the courſe bf his ſtudies 
he had acquired 4 Juſt though ſuperficial knowledge of thoſt branches 
of fterature; by long practice, he was {killed in the arts of teaching; 
| aud he Whoured with affidubus paticnce'ts'know the character: gain 

the iMAttion, and open the müind of his Bngith pupil - As Noon a8 
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Monteur de Gibbon ſe tres bien, Grace de Dieu, et me ; qu 
ne ſe trouve pas mal de att Nate; 3 Jai 2 lieu de penſer au — 4. Lana 10 


men pour mei, ce dont je fois charms er gue je travaillerai a augmenter, parce er 


zurs plus 86 confiunce en moi, dans ce que je me propaſe de ini dir · iis 31. oof 


Je xai point encore} entrepris de lui parler ſur les maticrgs, dy religior 
SP IO NO et pour rn une he ae cony 


SO. + 


Lahaſabins g and it Mas in bne obaticiethatibforined an intimate and 
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and undiſtinguiſhing love of reading, into the path of inftruQtion. 


I conſented with pleaſure that a portion of the morning-hours ſhould 


be conſecrated to a plan of modern hiſtory and geography, and to the 
critical peruſal of the French and Latin claſſics; and at each ſtep 1 


felt myſelf invigorated by the habits of application and method. His 
prudence repreſſed and difſembled ſome youthful ſallies; and as ſoon 
as I was confirmed in the habits of induſtry and temperance, he gave 


the reins into my own hands. His favourable report of my beha- 


viour and progreſs gradually obtained fome latitude of action and 
expence; and he wiſhed to alleviate the hardſhips of my lodging and 


the examples of taſte ; and by a ſingular chance, the book, as well as 
the man, which contributed the moſt effectually to my education, has 
a ſtronger claim on my gratitude than on my admiration. - Mr. De 


Crouſaz, the adverſary of Bayle and Pope, is not diſtinguiſhed by lively | 


fancy or profound reflection; and even in his own country, at the 


end of a few years, his name” and writings are almoſt obliterated. 


ppm eee ee een min. 
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e quoique je liſe 1 auteurs Anglois avec afſez de facilits; et Monſieur de Gib- 
bon n'entend pas aſſez de Francois, mais il y fait beaucoup de progres. 

Je ſuis fort content de la politeſſe et de la douceur de. caractere eee 
Fils, et je me flatte que je pouvrai toujours vous parler de lui avec eloge; il . applique 
beaucoup A 1 lecture. 

; From the Same to the "LE 


A Lauſanne, ce 13 Aout 1753. 


Nonſieur de Gibbon ſe ie Sw par la grace de Dieu; je Vaime, et je me ſuis extrẽme- 


ment attache à lui parce qu'il eſt doux et tranquille. Pour ce que regard ſes ſenti- 
mens, quoique je ne lui aie encore rien dit la deſſus, j'ai lieu d eſperer qu'il ouvrira les 
yeux à la verits. . Je le penſe ainſi, parce qu'etant dans mon cabinet il a choiſi deux 
livres de controverſe qu'il a pris dans ſa chambre et qu'il les lit. Il m'a charge de vous 


offrir ſes tres humble reſpecta, et de vous demander la permiſſion de le laiſſer monter 
au manege: cet exerciſe pourroit contribuer a donner de la force a ſon corps, Ceſt Nage | 
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vinity in that of Limboreh and Le lere; in a long and laborious 
life, ſeyeral generations of pupils were taught to think, and even to 


urite; his leſſons reſcued the academy of Lauſanne from: Calviniſtic 


prejudice ; and he had the rare merit of diffuſing a more liberal ſpirit 

among the clergy and people of the Pays de Vaud. His ſyſtem of 
logic, which in the laſt editions has ſwelled to ſix tedious and prolix 
volumes, may be praiſed as a clear and methodieal abridgment of the 


art of reaſoning, from our ſimple ideas to the moſt complex opera- 


tions of the human underſtanding. This ſyſtem I ſtudied, and medi- 


tated, and abſtrated, till I have obtained the free command of an 
univerſal inſtrument, which I ſoon preſumed. to exerciſe on my ca- 


tholic opinions. Pavilliard was not unmindful that his firſt taſk, his 


- moſt important duty, was to reclaim. me from the errors of popery. 


The intermixture of ſects has rendered the Swiſs. clergy acute and 


7 learned on the topics of controverſy ;. and I have ſome of his letters 


in which ke celebrates the dexterity of his attack, and my gradual 

conceſſions, after a firm and well-managed defence . I was willing, 
and I am now willing, to allow him a handſome ſhare of the honour 
of my converſion : yet I muſt obſerve, that it was principally effeQed 
by my private reflections; and I ſtill remember my ſolitary tranſport 
at the diſcovery of a philoſophical argument againſt the doctrine of 
tranſubſtantiation : that the text of ſcripture, which ſeems to inculcate 
the real preſence, is atteſted only by a ſingle ſenſe—our ſight ; while 


the real preſence itſelf is diſproved by three of our ſenſes—the fight, 


the touch, and the taſte. The various articles of the Romiſh creed diſ-. 


| appeared like a dream; and after a full conviction, on Chriſtmas-day 
| 1754, I received the ſacrament i in the church of Lauſanne. It * Was. 


$i M. Pavilliard has defcribed to me ts aſtoniſhment with which he 8 Mr. 
Gibbon ſtanding before him: a thin little figure, with a large head, diſputing and 
urging, with the greateſt ability, all the beſt arguments that had ever been uſed in 
favour of popery. Mr. Gibbon many years ago became very fat and yore e he 
had uncommonly TI and N OO S 
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here that 1 fuſpended my religious inhuiries, acquivſery, with im- 
plicit belief in the tenets and myſteries, which are adopted by hin Se- * 


ie 


bern e of men and reel 7 Bs KY fab 
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9 Letter fon Mr. PAvILLUARD to Koc "Ev" 6. 
8 TEL 
1 1 ” 8 June 26th, 1784. 

1 que vous pardonpetez 1 mon long e's en FI des nouvelles que Pai a 
vous apprendre. 'Si Jai tant tarde, ce na ẽtẽ ni par oubli, ni par negligence,' mais je 
croyois de ſemaine en ſemaine pouyoir yous annoneer que Monſieur votre fils ayoit ' - 
f entierement renonce aux fauſſes idees qu il ayoit embraſſces; mais il a fallu diſputer 
le terrein pie A pie, et je rai pas trouvẽ en luĩ un homme leger, et qui paſſe rapide- 
ment d un ſentiment à un autre. Souvent apres avoir detruit toutes ſes idecs ſur un 
article de maniere qu'il n avoit rien à repliquer, ce qu il avouoit ſans detour, il me 
diſoit qu'il ne croioit pas, qu'il n'y cut rien à me repondre. La defſus j je n'ai pas jugẽ 
| qu 'i fallut le pouſſer à bout, et extorquer de lui un aveu que ſon cœur deſavoueroit ; 
je lui donnois alors du tems pour reflechir ; tous mes livres etoient à fa diſpoſition 
je revenois A la charge quand il nvayouoit qu'il avoit etudiẽ la matiere poſſi bien qu il 

Favoit pu, et enfin j etabliſſoĩt une verite. oy. 

Je me perſuadois, que quand j'aurois detruit les principales erreurs de Yegliſe Ro- 
maine, je n'aurois qua faire voir que les autres ſont des conſequences des premidres, et 
qwelles ne peuvent ſubſiſter quand les fundamentales ſont renverſees ; mais, comme 
je Pai dit, je me ſuis trompe, il a fallu traitter chaque article dans ſon entier. Par la 
grace de Dieu, je n'ai pas perdu mon tems, et aujourdhui, fi meme il conſerve quelques 
reſtes de ſes pernicieuſes erreurs, j'ofe dire qu wil n'eſt plus want fy Vegliſe Romaine z 
voici dans od nous en ſommes. 

Jai renverfe Pinfallibilité de Pegliſe; Jai prouve que jamais 8. Blerre n'a Et chef 
des apòtres: que quand il Pauroit ẽtẽ, le pape n'eſt point ſon ſueceſſeur; qu'il eſt dou- 
teuſe que St. Pierre a jamais ẽtẽ à Rome, mais ſuppoſe qu'il y ait ẽtẽ, il n'a pas ẽtẽ 
eveque de cette ville: que la tranſubſtantiation eſt un invention humaine, et peu 
ancienne dans Vegliſe z que adoration de FEuchariſte et le retranchement de la coupe 
ſont contraires à la parole de Dieu: qu'il y a des ſaints, mais que nous ne ſavons pas 
que ils ſont, et par conſequent qu'on "6. peut pen nie que le reſpect et le culte 
qu'on rend aux reliqueg/ eſt condamnable ; qu'il n'y a point de purgatoire, et que la 
doctrine des indulgences eſt fauſſe: que la Careme et les jeunes du Vendredi et du 8a- 
medi ſont ridicules aujourdhui, et de la maniere que Tegliſe Romaine les preſerit: que 
les imputations que Fegliſe de Rome nous fait de varier dans notre doctrine, et d'ayoir 
pour reformateurs des perſonnes wann, et les mœurs ont ẽtẽ en ſcandale, ſont 
entierement fauſſes. 

Vous comprenez bien, Monſieur, que ces articles ſont d'un longue diſcuſſion, qu'il 
a fallu du tems à Monſieur votre fils pour mediter mes raiſons et pour y chercher des 
We Je lui ai demands pluſieurs fois, fi mes preuves et mes raiſons lui paroiſ- 

12 ſoient 
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Such, en; b Lauſanne; during the firſt eighteen. or 


ine waa (July 175 March 1755), were my uſeful ſtudies, 


the foundation of all my future improvements. But every man who 


_ riſes above the common level has received two educations: the firſt 


| from his teachers; the ſecond, more perſonal and important, from 


himſelf. He will not, like the fanatics of the laſt age, define the 


moment of grace; but he cannot forget the æra of his life, in which 


His mind has expanded to its proper form and dimenſions... My 
worthy tutor had the good ſenſe” and modeſty to difcern how far he 


| could be-uſeful: as ſoon as he felt that I advanced beyond his ſpeed 


ff ĩðͤv. r 
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| "foient convainguantes ; 11 ma nee de facon que Pole kris auſh 


comme je le lui a dit à lui meme, il a peu de tems qu'il n'#toit plus catholique Ro- 
main. Je me flatte, qu ”apres e cen e uf oth articles, je Paurai ſur le reſte 
avec le ſecours de Dieu. Tellement que je compte de vous marquer dans peu que cette 


ouvrage eſt fini, je dois vous dire encore, que quoique j'ai trouve M votre fils tres | 


ferme dans ſes idees, je Vai trouve raiſonnable, qu'il Feſt rendu à la lumière, et qu'il n'eſt 
Pas, ce qu'on appelle, chicaneur. Par raport a Particle du j Jeune le Vendredi et Sa» 


medi, long tems apres que je vous eus ecrit qu'il n avoit jamais marque qu'il voulut ob- 
ſerver, environ le commencement du mois de Mars je m apercus un Vendredi qu il ne 


mangeoit point de viande; je lui parlai en particulier pour en favoir la raiſon, craig- 
nant que ce ne fut par indiſpoſition; il me repondit qu il Fayoit fait à deſſein, et qu'il 
avoit cru etre oblige de ſe conformer 2 la pratique d un egliſe dont il etoit membre: 

nous parlames quelques tems ſur ce ſujet ; il m aſfura qu il n inviſageoit cela que comme 
une pratique bonne à la veritẽ, et qu il devoit fuivre, quoi qu'il ne la crus pas ſainte 
en elle meme, ni inſtitution divine. Je ne crus' pas devoir inſiſter pour lors, ni le 


 forcer I agir contre ſes lumières: Jai traits cette artiele qu eſt certainement un des 


moins importans, des moins fondẽs; et cependant il m'a fallu un tems conſiderable | 
pour le detromper, et pour lui faire comprendre qu'il avoit tort de Yaffujettir à la pra- 


_ tique d'un Egliſe qu'il ne reconnoiſſoit plus pour infailliblez que ſi meme cette pra- 
_ tique ayoit eu quelque utilitẽ dans ſon inſtitution, cependant elle ren avoit aucune en 
elle meme, puis qu'elle ne contribuoit en rien à la puretẽ des merurs; qu ainſi il n'y 


avoit aucune raiſon, ni dans Finſtitution de cette pratique, ni dans Ia pratique en elle 


meme, que Fautorisat à s'y ſoumettre : qu aujourdhui ce H etoĩt qu'une affaire Tinteret, 


puis qu ayec de Pargent on obtennoit des diſpenſes pour manger gras, &c. de : 


que je Pai ramenẽ à la libertẽ Chretienne avec beaucoup de peine et ſeulement 


quelques ſe maines. Je Pai engagẽ a vous ecrire, pour vous manifeſter les ee 


Mn TE de bo ag, Gt 70 vols mn | | 
Ee | | were 
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dee won loſt in ape of the whole morning, and 
ſometimes of the whole day. The deſire of prolonging my time, 
gradually confirmed the ſalutary habit of early riſing; to which I have 
always adhered, with ſome regard to ſeaſons and ſituations: but it is 

happy for my eyes and my health, that my temperate ardour has 5 
never been ſeduced to treſpaſs on the hours of the night. During the 
laſt chree years of my reſidence at Lauſanne, I may aſſume the merit 
of ſerious and; ſolid application; but I am tempted to diſtinguiſh the 
laſt eight months of the year 1755, as the period of the moſt extra- 
ordinary diligente and rapid progreſs . In my French and Latin 
tranſlations I adopted an excellent method, which, from my own ſue- 
ceſs, I would recommend to the imitation of ſtudents. I choſe ſome 
claſſie writer, ſuch as Cicero and Vertot, the moſt approved for 
purity and elegance of ſtyle. I tranſlated,” for inſtance, an epiſtle of 
Cicero into French; and after throwing it aſide, till the words and 
phraſes were obliterated from my memory, I re-tranſlated my French 
into ſuch Latin as I could find; and then compared each ſentence of 
my imperfed verſion, with the eaſe, the grace, the propriety' of the 
Roman orator. A ſimilar experiment was made on ſeveral pages of 
the Revolutions of VYentot; 1 W them! into EG returned —_ 


* u ;Deveaibus 1785. In SENT this year, I muſt remark how favour- 
ble it was to my ſtudies. In the ſpace of eight months, from the beginning of April, 
I learnt the principles of drawing; made myſelf complete maſter of the French and 
Latin languages, with which I was very ſuperficially acquainted before, and wrote and 
tranſlated a great deal in both; read Cicero's Epiſtles ad Familiares, his Brutus, all his 
Orations, his Dialogues de Amicitia, and De Senectute; Terence, twice; and Pliny's 
- Epiſtles. In French, Giannone's Hiſtory of Naples, and Abbe Bannicr's Mythology, 

and M. de Boebat's Memoirs ſur Ia guiſſe, and wrote a very ample relation of my tour. 
I lkewiſe began to ſtudy Greek, and went through the Grammar. I begun to make 


very large collections of what I read. But what I eſteem moſt of all, from the peruſat d 


al meditation of De Crouſaz s Logic, I not only underſtood the principles of that 
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the reſemblance or diſſimilitude of the copy: and the original. By 
degrees I was leſs aſhamed, by degrees I was more ſatisfied with my- 


ſelf; and I perſevered in the practice of theſe double tranſlations, 


which filled ſeveral books, till 1 had acquired the knoveledge of hoth 


idioms, and the command at leaſt: of à correct ſtyle. This uſeful 


- exerciſe of writing was accompanied and ſucceeded by the more 
pleaſing occupation of reading the beſt authors. The peruſal of the 


Roman claſſics was at once my exerciſe and reward. Dr. Middle- 
ton's Hiſtory, which I chen appreciated above its true value, natu- 
rally directed me to the writings of Cicero. The moſt perfect edi- 
tions, that of Olivet, which may adorn the Warn the rich, that of 
Erneſti, which ſhould lie on the table of the learned, were not in my 


power. For the familiar epiſtles I uſed: the text and Engliſh comment- 


ary. of Biſhop Roſs; but my general edition was that of Verburgius, 
publiſhed at Amſterdam in two large volumes in folio, with an in- 
different choice of various notes. I read, with application and plea- 
ſure, all the epiſtles, all the orations, and the moſt important trea- 
tiſes of rhetoric and philoſophy; and as I read, I applauded the ob- 


ſervation of Quintillian, that every ſtudent may judge of his o.] 


proficiency, by the ſatisfaction which he receives from the Roman 


orator. I taſted the beauties of language, I breathed the ſpirit of 
| freedom, and I imbibed from his precepts and examples the public 
| and private ſenſe. of a man. Cicero in Latin, and Xenophon 1 in 
Greek, are indeed the two ancients whom I would firſt propoſe to a 
| liberal ſcholar ; not only for the merit of their ſtyle and ſentiments, 
5 but for the admirable leſſons, which may be applied almoſt to every 


ſituation of public and private life. Cicero's Epiſtles may in parti. 


cular afford the models of every form of correſpondence, from the 


careleſs effuſions of tenderneſs and friendſhip, to the well-guarded 
declaration of diſcreet and dignified reſentment. After finiſhing this 


*. 
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| Nusse 4 library of eloquence and reaſon, I formed a more 
| extetifive/plati'of reuiewing the Latin claſſics &, under the fout divi- 


ſions of, 1. hiſtorians, 2. poets, 3. Orators, and 4. philoſophers, in 
a chronological ſeries, from the days of Plautus and Salluſt, to the 


decline of the language and empire of Rome; and this plan, in the 


laſt twenty-ſeven, months of my reſidence at Lauſanne 0 anuary 
17 56— April 175 90, L nearly accompliſhed. Nor was. this review, 
however rapid, either haſty or ſuperficial. I indulged myſelf in a 
ſecond and even a third peruſal of Terence, Virgil, Horace, Tacitus, 
&c. and ſtudied to imbibe the ſenſe and ſpirit moſt congenial to my 
own. L never ſuffered a difficult or corrupt paſſage to eſcape, till I 
had viewed it in every light of which i it was ſuſceptible: though often 
diſappointed, I always conſulted 1 the moſt learned or ingenious com- 
mentators, Torrentius and Dacier on Horace, Catrou and Servius on: 

Virgil, Lipſius on Tacitus, Meziriac on Ovid, &c.; and in the ardour 
of my inquiries, I embraced a large circle of hiſtorical and critical 
erudition. My abſtracts of each book were made in the French 
language: my obſervations often branched into particular eſſays; and 
I can ſtill read, without contempt, a diſſertation of eight folio pages 
on eight lines (2 8 37—294) of the fourth Georgie of Virgil. Mr. 
Deyverdun, my friend, whoſe name will be frequently repeated, 
had joined with equal zeal, though -not with equal perſeverance, in 
the ſame undertaking. To him every thought, every compoſition, 

was inſtantly communicated ; with Him I enjoyed the benefits of a 
free converſation. on the topics of our common ſtudies, | 


" 


But it is ſearcely poſſible for a mind endowed with any Weg cu- 
rioſity to be long converſant with the Latin e without aſpiring 


2 Jovanar, January 1756.31 determined to read over the Latin authors in or- 
der; and read this year, Virgil, Salluſt, Livy, Vellejus Paterculus, Valerius Maximus, 
Tacitus, Suetonius, Quintus Curtius, Juſtin, Florus, Plautus, Terence, and Lucretius. 
Lalſo read and meditaged Locke upon the Wen, 
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il SOUS A 7 td e ay he WI add Yo 
waſted | in ſickneſs or idleneſs, or mere idle reading ; that I con- 
demned the perverſe method of our ſchoolmaſters, who, by firſt 
teaching the mother-language, might deſcend with ſo much eaſe und 
: perſpicuity to the origin and etymology of a derivative idiom. In 
the nineteenth year of my age I determined to ſupply this defect; 
and the leſſons of Pavilliard again contributed to ſmooth the entrance 
of the way, the Greek alphabet, the grammar, and the pronunci- 
ation according to the French accent. At my earneft requeſt we 
preſumed to open the lliad; and I had the pleaſure of beholding, 
though darkly and through a glaſs, the true image of Homer, whom 
I had long fince admired in an Engliſh drefs. After my tutor had left 
me to myſelf, I worked my way through about half the Iliad, and af- 
terwards interpreted alone a large portion of Xenophon and Hero- 
dotus. But my ardour, deſtitute of aid and emulation, was Bra 

dually cooled, and, from the barren taſk of ſearching words in a 
lexicon, I withdrew to the free and familiar converſation of Virgil 
and Tacitus, Yet in my reſidence at Lauſanne I had laid a ſolid 
foundation, which enabled me, in a more TONER ſeaſon, to pro- 
ſecute the ſtudy of Grecian literature. | 
From a blind idea of the uſefulneſs of ſuch abſtract ſcience, my | 
a had been defirous, and even preſſing, that 1 ſhould devote 
ſome time to the mathematics ; nor could I refuſe to n with 
£1 1 b 2 gs 
MS; burg of « Luis from . bunu i pus 8 


eur, 5 5 January 12th, 17 ©. 
Vous avez ſouhaitte que Monſieur votre fils S'appliquat 2 Falgebre; le gout qu'il 
a pour les belles lettres lui faiſoit apprehendre que Palgebre ne nuiſſit à ſes ẽtudes 
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. „ wWiſn. Durlag tee winters I attended the velvet | 
_  eRturesof Monſieur de Traytorrens, who. explained the elements of-- 
algebra and geometry, as far a tha donie ſeQions” of che Marquis de 


IHopital, and appeared ſatisſied with my diligence and improve- 
ment? men Eran 290 eeleeoings 


CHAR fo Ae 811 29999 RN e cbt 125 rig e 


+ 


"> 


1 — je luk.aipeifoade 7 


thematiques ; ,Fobeifſance du wil. vous doit, jointe 2 mes raiſons, ont determinẽ à en 


faire un cours. Je ne crojois pas qu/ayec cette repugnauce il y fit de grand progres : 


js me full trompé: il fait bien ae e e e e Ee i Lepa 


i lire ayant ſa legon,, et il repaſſe aver ſoin, de maniere qu il avance beaucoup, et plus 


que je ne me ſerois attendu: il eſt charms Eavoir commence, et je penſe quill fera un 


petit cours de geometrie, ce que en tout ne lui prendra que ſept à huit mois. Pendant 
_ qu'il fait ſes legons, il ne veſt point relucht ſur ſes autres Etudes; il avance beaucoup 


dans le Grec; et il a preſque la la moiet6.de INliade. d Homere; je lui fait regulierement 


des lecons ſur cet auteur: il a auſſi fini les Hiſtoriens Latins; il en eſt A preſent aur 


Poetes ; et il a lu entierement Plaute et Terence, et bientöt il aura fini Lucrece. Au 
| aol HT ede epa g il veut s eclaircir ſur tout; de fagon, qu avec le | 


genie qu'il a, Fexcellente memoire et Papplication, il ira loin dans les feiences. 


| eee, d a- Ane d e e 
amen Eby g 
| en i. 422 1 un! . ; 185 1 | 2 
N 20 From ef . . 5 
Monßeur, N 183714 Innen. $33 sf} ts 12} fam, 14th, TOA 


| A Tu 8 
compte de la ſantẽ, des ẽtudes, et de la conduite, de Monſieur votre fils. Je n'ai rien 


A ajouter A tout ce que je vous en ai dit: il ſe porte parfaitement bien par la grace de 
Dieu : il continue à etudier avec application, et je puis vous aſfurer qu'il fait de progres 


conſiderable dans les Etudes, et il ſe fait extremement eſtimer par tous ceux qui le con- 


noiſſent, et Feſpere que quand il vous montrera en detail ce qu'il fait, vous en ſerez tres 


content. Les Belles Lettres que ſont ton Etude favorite ne 8 pas entierement; y 


if continue les mathematiques, et ſon profeſſeur maſſure qu il n jamais vu perſonne 


avancer autant que lui, ni avoir plus Cardeur et dCapplication qu'il en a. Son genie 
heuteux et penetrant eſt ſeconds par un memoire de plus heureuſe, tellement qu'il 


n'oublie preſque rien de ce qu'il apprend. Je n'ai pas moins lieu d'tre content de ſa 


conduite z quoiqu il Etude beaucoup, il yoit  cependant compagnic, mais 1 ne voit que des 


perſonnes dont le commerce peut lui etre utile. 


* JoornaL, Ege. 1757. I began to ſtudy algebra under M. de W | 


went through the elements of 9 1 2 and ee ee 
vol k. the 


das 
4 2 1 
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: 1 "powers :-Bis ſoonastunderficcd ths principles, L relinquiſhed far ever 
beſoxe mꝝ mind avadhardened hy: the habit of rigid demonſtration, 


1 with more pleaſuro0 the propeſab;es dudying the law ones and 
| nations, which wa taught in the Academy of: Lauſanne by Mr. 


FT 23357 v5 


Vicht, e rbb dt of awe. learning and, repwation, . Byt, infiead.of 


attend ag his public or private" courſe, E preferred in wy" cloſet the ; 


1efipns, OH inaſtert, and my own reaſon... Without being 


by. Grotius.or Puffandari, a omg writings the,dutics of 6 


nan; Ul xights of a citizen, che "th "theo tf ol justice lit 15, alas! 4 
theory), Nb URI ahora FI had ſome ml 
ence on the practice of modern Burepe. My fatigues were alleviated 
: by: the good { ſenſe of their commentator Barbeyrac. \ "Locke" g Treatiſe 
. of. Government inſtructed me in the knowledge af Whig. principles, 


A which are rather founded. | in reaſon than experience ; but my delight 


| Was in the frequent peruſal of Monteſquieu, whoſe energy of ſtyle, 


| and boldnaſs of eee were pqqwerfil to awaken and ſtimulate 
| e e De Orogths hid prepare? ae to 


E# + % 


grace 


eee the Ars Amandi,. and: 15 e 
8 of. Sustonius, and | a. Latin tranflation of Dion Cafh us, es ie 1 of 1 ulius Cel 


b ME 5 | with the Profeſſor Geſner of Gottin Se Jo 6⁰ AD 
. N. B. Laſt year nd this, 1 — e , with, pa. of I 
eee va, * 
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the purſuit of the-miithematicsy nan cn I lament that: I, | defiſted, ö 
i em of the W 0 of. mel evidence, which muſt, - 


. . 5 by the death, of Auguſtus. ] alſo continued, j co eee un laſt year with, 
5 3 | Allemand of Bex, and. the Profeſſor ge if * 4 and and opened TOE 
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Fe been h ws Locle, anch Ins Aftzgenift Ba 6le; of Whom 


+ho/former muy be 'uſed/43 & bridleß aud the latter applied ad a ſpur, 
to the curioſity of a young phileſepher· Aecbrding to the naturk of 


their æeſpective works, che ſchodls of ungument and objeclibn; I ers - 


fully went through the Eſfay on Human Underſtandiſig/ ard oc. 
ſionally oonſulted the moſt intereſting urticles of the Philoſophic Dle- 
tionary. In the infaney of my reaſon I turned over, as an idle 

amuſement, the mot ſeriötib Aid frnpbrtatit trentiſe: in its maturity, 

che moſt trifling performance could etertiſe nſy taſte or judgment; 5 
Auck more tian once 1 have been led by a novel into A deep wide 
firuQive train of thinking, But 1 cannot forbear to mention three 
particular books; ſince they" may have remotely contributed to fort 
the hiſtorian of the Roman empire. 1. From tlie Provincial Letters 
of Paſcal, which almoſt every year L have peruſed with new pleaſure; 
I 1eartied* to manage the Weaptri of grave and temperate kong, even 
on ſübjects of eccleſiaftical ſolemnity. 2. The Life of. Julian, by 
the Abbe de Ia Bleterie, oſt! introduced me on "mat" and" the 
times; and T ſhoula'be glad W my fait of ay on, Yak tr truth | 
ales - * n Guunnohes Civil Hitory of Naples, Teblersel with 
. a critical eye the progreſs and abuſe of ſacetdotal power, and the 
5 revolutions. of Italy in the darker ages. This various reading, 
which I nde conducted with diferetion, was dtgelted; according” to 
the precept anch model of Mr. Locke, into 4 large common - place 
book; a practice, however, which I do not ſtrenuouſty recom. 
mend. The ackion of the pen will doubtlefs" imprint an ides n 


I > Yao 


the mind as well as on the paper; but 1 much queſtion, whether 


the. beneßts of this laborious method are adequate to the waſte 
of time; and T mult agree with Dre Johnſon, (Idler, No: 405 


that what is twice read, is-commonly better rememþered, than 
4 what is tranſcribed,” Mar e 
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Vit doit yet a while? T never lked young travellers ; they Ak 
| f ien remarks, S en LR0 E op os 
. part of ia man's life. My ſcheme would be, to ſyend this-winter go warn a 


Tu laſt realon; will tem s 
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Few — fined ds ety . . 
mer, my father eonfented that I ſhould make the tour of Switzerland 
ber a 1. Ober aoch, 1755) was a reward l and relaxation of my 
e, eee e The faſhion/ of climbing the mountains and 
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row ED AR to Mrs. PO] -. 
a $245 S184 ene ee enen 
e Now 

. = ay A „„ ts | for 

1 037 er has given me leave to halts 's Fines 135 RT port 
to-morrow. | Buy x map of Switzerland; A 10 job but u ſhilling, and follow me. : 
Taro irony pen; ons oc ee ee eee Bath Fog, þ 


rr 8 . 55 111 7 * 


Tarich, Lucerne, and Bern. The voyage will be of about fqur weeks; ſo o that I hope 
| Bad o iner from you waiting for me. As my father had'given me leave to learn . 


ae eee deere to dance and-draw. - Beſides TO 


3 dor twelve hours a dag to my ftudies. 1 —— — 
ere 


e them ſometimes, 'and can fay upo 177 ob = 
that though I ai the Ehgliffuban bere-whs ſpends 2 2 am he who is. AR 
the- moſt generally liked, — — I 
France. and Italy. 1 haye thanked him for ity but if he would-follow my plan, be 


though it is a very good. place to acquire. the ai 09 gon 


tongue, we haue no good profefſors, T0 ſpend (1 ſay) the winter at Lauſanne * 
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_ reviewing the Glaciers, bad not yet been introduced by foreign tra- 
vellers; who ſeek the ſublime beauties of nature. But the 9 
face of the country is not leſs/diverſified by the forms and ſpirit of 
fo many various republics,” from the jealous government” of che ſow. = 
to the licentious freedom of the many. L contemplated” with plea- 
Fpofeliea the German, as well as the French — We band 
through moſt of the' principal” towns of "Switzerland; Neufchatel, 
Bienhe, Soleurre, Arau, Baden, Zurich, Baſil, and Bern. I 

erery Pre 2 vie the clurches, atſenalt, Ubraries, and all e 

By — and after my return, I digeſted my notes in 
fourteen or fifteen ſheets of a French journal, which I diſpatched to 

wy father,” as a proof that my time and is money bad not been 
5 mi Cipent. "Had 1 found this journal among his papers, T might be 
| | tempted to ſelett Tome paſſages; but 1 will not tranſcribe the printed 
accounts, and it may be fufficient to notice a. . remarkable ſpot, which 

let a” a deep and Jafting imprefliby | on "my memory. From Zurich 

We rocee Jed to the Benedidiine Abbey | of Einfidlen, more 'com= 8 

monly ſtyled Our Lady of the Hermits. I was aſtoniſhed by the 

5 oſtentation of riches i in dhe pooreſt corner of Europe ; ; amidſt | 
a ſavage ſcene of woods and mountains, a 2 appears to have 


#* 
- 


religion. "A 'Erowd © of ne and Totaries v was pa 4 before the 
altar. The title and worthip of the Mother of God provoked my 
indignation and the kvely nobel, none; of ſuperſtition ſuggeſted 
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to, me, as. in the the fame. place t had. ho Th e the. ao 
| prefling argoment. for. EE eformation of About twor 
years after this tour, I paſſed at 1 2 f A . 5 and agrecable- | 


month ; but this excurſion, and ſome ſhort viſits in the Pais de: 2 | 0 


Vaud, did n interrupt my e N at: 
Lauſanne. "IH has 219, 2 


i j 5 - 8 * : _ 
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. timptoviienty./and: the- wb date -of eines a 
Lauſunnes foon'! progapted 1me» bo ſali eit * liter y vbrrſpondæhee 
with ſeveral en of learning. whom I had not. am opportunity of 
 parfonylly.conſultinge,; 0 Imeghe peruſal of- Lůrys (r 4) I had 


been ſtopped . ha ſentence in a ſpeech of Hlanhibal, whichscanadt be 


| xenancled by any torture With his charafter>or argument. The 
A > diflemble; ox eonfeſa their nerplexity :: N occured to 
5 Bch that he change of a ſingle letter by fubſtinning offs luſtead of 
de night- reſtore af clear and. conſiſtenti ſenſes but 1 iE m 
weigh myyemendation; in (leader Kaen en Ader. da 

efſed myſelf to M. Crevier 
tellor_in_the uniyerfity % Far e publiſhed 2 large an 


luable. 2 952 of. Livy, E 313 11 anſy NN 2 ſpeedy at and e — 


LES, . 294, opted e 94 
2 ajned e 2. Ih orrelpor ence, at 


in Fate own came, "with Profel rake flor Breitin 
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7 An F 8 5 antiquity, Toe, of. the Latin c 


1 interpretations * 11 785 dmęnts. His cenſures, for "= 
: 58 5 4 not EDN my boldneſs. of PE. were F hag 3 
. 05 F was encouraged, by the conſcio eſs. of my ſtren ength, 
1 could ſtand in free debate againſt, a cxitic of ſuch emin 
and enudition. 3. "I EEE 7 fimilar, topics 785 the 2 
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MY LIFE AND" WRITINGS. 1 4 
- dddrefa'on We brd of: their name; but Mr.“ Allamand *, Mimiſter 


M Bex, was. my perſonal friend, with whom I maintained a bre 


nee an intereſting correſpondenes. He was a after” of lamguage, 
of ſcience, and, above all, of diſpute; and his acute and flexible 2 
logic could ſupport/ with equal addreſa, and perhaps with equal in- 
difference}the adverſe ſides of every poſſible queſtion; His ſpirit 
was active bm his pen had been indelent! Mr. Allamand had ex- . 
poſed limſelf to much feandal and reproach by an anonymous letter 
(1745) 10 the Proteſtante of France; in which he labours to per- 
fuade them that puòlic worthip' is the excluſtve Tight ard duty of the 
ſlate and that their numerous aflembiies of diffenters and rebels were 
not aithoriſed by the law-or the goſpel. His ſtyle is intiniated,” his 
arguments ſpetious; and if the papiſt way ſeem to hirk under the 
maſk of a proteſtant, the philoſopher is concealed under the diſguiſe 
of a papiſt. After» ſomè trials in France and Holland,” which were 
defaaiod: by his forsch or his harder a eius chat rhight have 
enlightened or deluded: the' world, was buried in a eotitry Hing, 
ynknown'to fame, and diſcontented wich markind. EI ſacrificulus 


in puga, at riſficos decipiti As oſten as private or eccleſiaſtital bufineſs 


called: him to Lauſaune, I enjoyed. the pleaſure and 'betiefie of His 
corrverſation; and we were tua flattered 'by our” attention to 


ouch other. Our eorteſpondence, in his abſence, 3 


on Loches metaphyſics; Which he n and I defended; th 


arigzn of ideas, the" principles of evidence, and the dodtrine 0 
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no end, in 8 el his 7 500 


B be te hte e Lehrer die deity l. ne 


uſe of my philoſophic weapons; but I Was RilF the en edu 
N e He had ſome meaſures a Key aid [muck 
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10 2 N eos o 
dee hat he nexer chewed, me dhe he, qoloys of bis bar j 


mieteten I Gt hiv. bnd lenghagq ym ne. et}.15. | 
eee es needlledsfromiSmitneatundidhadatticcariotuiowef 
ſeeing he moſt entrautdinary man uf the. ige; a poet, an hiſturian; 
aqhiloſopher, Who has filled thirty quartos, of proſe amd verſe; with 
his Various progdugions, often excellent, and always entertaining) 
Need, I add the name of, Voltaire ? er forfeitingycby hier = 
miſconducg, the. friendſhip;of the firſt, of kings, he retireũ, at the, age; 
0 b, with a plentiful. fortune, to aifree:and»heautifulocountry, = 
- © _ and xelided gyo.winters\(1757.and 1758), in che tom or:ineigh+ 
= - hourhogd of Lauſanne, My.defiretof beholding-Voltaine, hom 
ES then rated. above lus; real magnitude; was-ealily-igratified;: O He re: 
5 ceiveg. me with civility, a8 tl: Engliſh Fyouth:; but I cannot boaſt 
of any, peculiar notice or diſtinction, Virgilium vidi tam. 
3 Ihe ode, which he compoſed-oni his firſt arrival on the banks * 
Be Leman, Lake, O Mahn t drifippe 100 Jardin i Epirurey Er. 
bad been imparted as a, ſecret. to tie gentleman by trhom U was in- 
| : traduced.. He allowed: me 80 read it. twice ; I knew it by heart; 
and. as my diſcretion was not equal to my memory, the author Wa 
foon dilplealed by the cirgulation;of a cop). In uriting is trivial 
anecdote, I wiſhed. to obſerye whether m memory was impaired, 
and 1 haye the comfort of finding that every line, of the pbem is 
| fhll engraved 3 in freſh and indelible characters. The: higheſt gtati- 
1 Hcation which, 1 derived from, Voltaire's xeſidence-at Lanfangc, was | 
the uncommon circumſtance of hearing a great poet declaim his o. 
productions on the ſtage. He had formed a com of gentle- c 
men and ladies, ſome of whom were not deftitute o talents. A 
decent theatre was framed at Monrepos, a country-houſe at the E 
of a ſuburb; dreſſes and ſcenes were provided at the expence of the 
actors; and the author directed the rehearſals with tlie cal and - 
tention of paternal love. In two ſucceſſive winters his tragedies of 
c ERS, Aire, . and his e <omedy of the * ; 
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.. Vrodigntdy were played at the. theatre of -Manzepos, Voltaire re- 


preſented the characters beſt, adapted to his years, Lufignan, Al- 
ver, Benaſſar, Euphemon., His declamatipn was faſhioned to the 58. 
pop and cadence of the old ſtage; and he expreſſed. the enthuſiaſm - 
bf; poetry, rather than the feelings of naturg. My. ardour, which 
| hon; became conſpicuous, ſeldom. failed. of procyring| me. 2: ticket. 
- "The:habits of pleaſure fortified, my taſte for the French theatre, and 
that taſte has perhaps abated my idolatry-for the gigantic genius of 
Shakeſpeare, which is inculcated from our infancy as the firſt duty 
of an Engliſhman. The wit and philoſophy, of Voltaire, his. table 
and theatre, refined, ina viſible degree, the, manners of Lauſanne ; 3 
and, however addicted to ſtudy, I enjoyed my ſhare of the amuſe- 
ments of ſociety. After the repreſentation of Monrepos I ſome- 5 
times ſupped with the actors. I was now familiar in ſome, and ac- 
quainted in many houſes ; and my evenings were generally devoted 
to cards NR Ws e private e Of, numerous 
aſſemblies. 4 5 | 
I keſitate, from the 0 of ridicule, . 1 8 
the delicate ſubject of my early love. By this word I do not mean 
the polite attention, the gallantry, without hope or deſign, which 
has originated in the ſpirit of chivalry, and is interwoven with 
the texture-of French manners. I underſtand by this paſſion the 
union of defire, friendſhip; and tenderneſs, which is inflamed by 
ber TOs i her to the reſt of her ſex, and which | 


«FAT »'$ 


| ws, I need not bluch at recollecting the object of my . 
and though my love was diſappointed of ſucceſs, I am rather proud 
that I was once capable of feeling ſuch a pure and exalted ſentiment. 
The perſonal attractions of Mademoiſelle Suſan Curchod were em- 
belliſhed by the virtues and talents of the mind. Her fortune was 
humble, but her family was reſpectable. Her mother, a native of 
France, had preferred” her religion to her FO” "The profeſſion 
Vol. 1. h „ of 


* 


| * Ze - 2muMOIRS or . 1 


of her . aig not extinguiſh e e ee end philoſophy &f 
his temper, and he lived content with a ſmall ſalary and laborious 


duty, in the obſcure” lot of miniſter of Craſfy, in the mountains 


that ſeparate the Pays de Vaud from the county of Burgundy *. 


In the ſolitude of a ſequeſtered village he beſtowed a liberal, and 


even learned, education on his only daughter. She ſurpaſſed his 


hopes by her proficieney in the ſciences and languages; and in her 
ſhort viſits to ſome relations at Lauſanne, the wit, the: beauty, and 


trudition of Mademoiſelle Curchod were the theme of univerſal ap- 


plauſe. The report of ſuch a prodigy awakened my curioſity ; I 


n Fe! WORD) SEC tile, 


faw and loved. 1 found her learned without pedantry, lively in 
converſation, pure in "ſentiment, and elegant i in manners; and the 
firſt ſudden emotion was' fortified by tlie habits and knowledge of 


. more familiar acquaintance. She permitted me to make her two 


or three viſits at her father's houſe. I paſſed ſome happy days 
there, in the mountains of Burgundy, and her parents honourably 
encouraged the n ; Pi A calm Aa ea 25 gay 1 of 


- 


15 Een. from the N. 


March 8th. I wrote a long diſſertation on ſome lines of Virgil. . 


June. . 1 ſaw eos r wait amor, « — cedamus 


amori. * 
| % 


Z I went ch and aid tw days. 


_- N Tee Geneva. 


OR. Isch. 1 came back to Lauſanne, . paſſed throveh cia. | N 


| Curchod in my way through Rolle. 
Nor 4 I went to Craſſy, and ſtaid there fix days. 


Jan, 258. In the three firſt months of this year I e 5 
finiſhed the conic ſections with M. de Traytorrens, and went as far 


Aàlãs the infinite ſeries ; eee eee 


5 and wrote my critical obſervations upon it. 


©: 33k 1 aw Alzire ated 'by the ſociety” at Monrepos. Voltaire ated. 


Alrares; D'Hermanches, Zamiore ; de St. Cierge, Golan; M. 
de Gentil, n e Abe. „ 
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Nov. 1ſt. I Vent to viſit M. de Watteville at Loin,' and ſaw Mademoielle | 


MY LIFE AND: WRITINGS. C. 


pouch u Vesper Furered in hw: tian; the Sided to the voice 
of truth and paſſion, and I might preſume to hope that bad made 
ſome impreſſion on a virtuous heart. At Craſſy and Lauſanne I! in- 


dulged my dream of felicity : but on my return to England, Loon: - 


diſcovered that my father would not hear of this ſtrange alliance, 
and that without his conſent I was. myſelf deſtitute and helpleſs. 
After a painful ſtruggle I yielded to my fate: I ſighed as a lover, I 
obeyed as a fon “; my wound was inſenſibly heated by time, ab- 
ſence, and the habits of a new. life. My cure was accelerated by 
a faithful report of the tranquillity and cheerfulneſs of the lady her- 
ſelf, and my love ſubſided in friendſhip and eſteem. The miniſter of 
Craſſy ſoon afterwards died ; his ſtipend died with him: his daughter 
retired to Geneva, where, by teaching young ladies, ſhe eatned @ 
hard ſubſiſtence for herſelf and her mother; but in her loweſt 
diſtreſs ſhe maintained a ſpotleſs reputation, and a dignified behaviour. 
A rich banker of Paris, a citizen of Geneva, had the good fortune 
and good ſenſe to diſcover and poſſeſs this ineftimable treaſure; and 
in the capital of taſte and luxury ſhe reſiſted the temptations of 
wealth, as ſhe. had ſuſtained the hardſhips of indigenee. The ge- 
nius of her huſband has exalted him to the moſt conſpicuous ſtation 
in Europe. In every change of proſperity: and diſgrace he has re- 
clined on the boſom of a faithful friend; and Mademoiſelle Curchod 
is now the wife of ee ere e the legi- 
flator, of the French monarchy. P di 74+ nge : 
. Whatſoever have been the Fruits of n my 3 > Sage —- be 
aſeribed to the fortunate baniſhment which placed me at Lauſanne. ; 
I have ſometimes applied to my own fate the verſes of Pindar, which 
N an . champion chat his victory Was the conſequence 


* . ne e tom. XXX Iii. 7 bs; 89. oftavo edition. As an author 
I call not appeal from the judgment, or taſte, or caprice of Jenn Faques : but that 
_ extraordinary min, whom I admire and pity, ſhould pr been * precipitate in con- 4 
Air the moral chancen and conduct of 2 ſtranger. 
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 __ . _ -  _ would have been'confined to an Englith/cloifter,) But wy religious 
. error fired me at Lauſanne, in a ſtate of baniſhment and diſgrace. 
© Thee rigid courſe of diſcipline and abſtinence, to which I was cn 
Zo | demined, invigorated the conſtitution of my mind and body; poverty 
Aal pride eftranged me from my countrymen. One miſchief, hows ... 
: „ . rived from the ſucceſd of my Swiſs education : I had: ceaſed to be an - 
Fuogüſhman. At the flexible period of from the age of fin: 
wee 0 cwentyrone, my opinions, habits, and ſentiments were caft 
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| 2 in a forcign/ mouldz the Hine and/diftint remembrance: ef -Eng-- 


land was almoſt | obliterated-z my native lauguage was grown les 
familiar; and F ſhould have cheerfully accepted the offer of a 


moderate independence on the terms of perpetual exile. By the 


| good ſenſe and temper of Pavilliand my yoke was infenſibly light-! 

ened: he left me maſter of my üme and actions; but he could: | 
neither change my fituationi; nor increaſe my allowance, and: with 

_ the e progreſs'6f my years and reaſon 1 impatiently ſighed for he 

moment of my deliverance. - At length, in the Spring of the year 

one thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty-cight, my father ſignified his 
permiſfion and his/pleafure that I ſhould immediately return home. 
We were then in the midſt of a war: the reſentment of the Freneh 
at our taking their ſhips without a declaration, had rendered that 
polite nation forewhat peeviſh and difficult. 'They denied a paſſage 
to Engliſh travellers, and the road through Germany was circuitous, 
toilſome, and perhaps in the neighbourhood. of the armies, expoſed 
to ſome danger. In this perplexity, two Swiſs officers: of my ac- 
quaintance in the Duteh ſervice, who were returning to their gar- 
riſons, offered to conduct me through France as one of their com 
panions; nor did we ſufficiently reflect that my-borrowed-name and 
8 regimentals might have been conſidered; in caſe of a diſcovery, in a 
very ſerious light. I took my leave of Lauſanne on the 1 ith of 
April 1758, with a mixture of joy and regret, in the firm reſolu- 
tion of reviſiting, as a man, the perſons and places which bad been 
| fo dear to my youth. We travelled flowly, but pleafantiy, i in a 
hired coach, over the hills of Franche-compte*and the fertile pro- 
vince of Lorraine, and paſſed, without accident or inquiry, through 
ſeveral fortified towns of the French frontier: from thence we en- 


|  rered the wild Ardeniies of the Auſtrian dutchy of Luxemburg; 


and after eroſſing the Meuſe at Liege, we traverſed the heaths of 
Brabant, and reached, on the fifteenth day, our Dutch garriſon of 
Bois le Duc. In our paſſage through Nancy, my eye was gratified 
84 the aſpect of a regular and beautiful city, che work of Staniſlaus, 

: who, 


„„ — or „ 


ho, aſter 8 * repoſed./ in the love and 
gratitude af his new ſubjects of Lorraine. In our halt at Maeſtricht 
I viſited Mr. de Beaufort, a learned critic, who was known to me by 
f his ſpecious arguments againſt the five firſt centuries of the Roman 
Hiſtory.' | After dropping my regimental. companions, I ſtepped i 
| alide to. viſit Rotterdam and the Hague. I withed. to have obſerved 
a'country, the monument of freedom. and induſtry; but my days 
were numbered, and a longer delay would have been ungraceful. I 
haſtened to embark at the Brill, landed the next day at Harwich, 
and proceeded to London, where my father, awaited; my arrival. 
The whole term of my firſt abſence n mene 
den months and fifteen. days.” Choo ads £3 ods apr n WT 
In the prayers of the ks our e concerns are 1 
1 to the threefold diſtinction of mind, body, and fate. The 
ſentiments of che mind | excite and exerciſe, our ſocial. ſympathy. 
The review of my moral and literary character is the moſt iutereſt- 
ing to myſelf and to the public; and I may expatiate, without re- 
proach, on my private ſtudies ; ſince they have produced the public 
writings, which can alone entitle me to the eſteem and friendſhip of 
my readers. The experience of the world inculcates a diſcreet re- 
ſerve. on the ſubject of our perſon. and eſtate, and we ſoon learn 
that a free diſcloſure of our riches or poverty would provoke | the 
- malice of envy, or encourage the inſolence of contempt. RE. 
The only perſon. in England whom I was impatient wo The was. ; 
my aunt Porten, the affectionate guardian of my tender years, I 
haſtened to her houſe in College-ftreet, Weſtminſter ; and the even- 
ing was ſpent in the effuſions of joy and confidence. It was not 
without ſome awe and apprehenſion that I approached the preſence | 
of my father. My infancy, to ſpeak. the truth, had been neglected 
at home the ſeverity. of his look and Language at our, laſt. parting 
fill, dwelt- on my memory; nor could 1 form any notion of his cha- 
raQter, or my probable reception. They were both more agreeable Ep 
_ n — * [The domeſtic. Aline of our e 
been 
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| been relaxed by the'philoſophy and ſoftneſs of the age ; and i my 


fathor remembered that he had trerabled'before a ſtern parent, it was © 
only to adopt with his own ſon an oppoſite mode of behaviour. 4 


He received me as a man and a friend; been ser, f, 
dt our firſt interview, and we ever afterwards continued on the ſame 


terms of ealy"and equal politeneſs. | He applauded the — 
my education; every word and ackion was. expreſſive of the moſt 
cordial affeQion ; and our lives would have paſſed without a cloud, 
if his e&&conomy had been equal to his fortune, or if his fortune had 
been equal to his deſires: | During my abſence he had married his 
fecond wife, Miſs Dorothea Patton, who was introduced to me with 
the moſt unfavourable prejudice. I conſidered his ſecond marriage 
as an act of diſpleaſure, and I was diſpoſed to hate the rival of my 
mother. But the injuſtice was in my own fancy, and the imaginary. 
monſter was an amiable and deſerving woman. I could not be miſ- 
taken in the firſt view of her underſtanding, her knowledge, and 
the elegant ſpirit of her converſation: her polite welcome, and her 
aſſiduous care to ſtudy and gratify my wiſhes, announced at leaſt 
that the ſurface would be ſmooth; and my ſuſpicions of art and 
falſehood were gradually diſpelled by the full diſcovery of her warm 
and exquiſite ſenſibility. After ſome reſerve on my ſide, our minds 
aſſociated in confidence and friendſhip; and as Mrs. Gibbon had 
neither children nor the hopes of children, we more eaſily, adopted 
the tender names and genuine characters of mother and of ſon. 
Buy the indulgence of theſe parents, I Was. left at liberty to conſult 
my taſte or reaſon in the choice of place, of company, and of 
amuſements;] and my excurſions were bounded only by the limits 
of the iſland, and the meaſure of my income. Some faint efforts 
were made to procure me the employment of ſecretary to a foreign 
embaſſy; and I liſtened to a ſcheme which would again have tranſ- 
ported me to the continent. Mrs. Gibbon, with ſeeming wiſdom, 
exhorted me to take chambers in the Temple, and devote my leiſure 
1 to the _ of the law. I cannot repent of having neglected her 
| advice. 


: nf t fret their” way through the'thorns'and ———— | 


 *byrinth! "Nature ha not endowed me with'the bed sand ready 
„ ldyvetice: which ' makes itſelf heurd amidſt the tumult ef the bar; 
And 1 ſhould probubly have been diverted from the-labodrs of lite- 
we ie eee the fame or fortune.of 4 ſuceeſaſꝑil pleader. 
lad no need to call co my aid the regular duties of & proſeſſion; 
every day, every hour, vhs agrecably filled; nor hate 1 known, 
ke fo! many of my countrymen, the tedliouſneſs of an idle life. 
Of the two years (May 1758. -May 17605 /between my return 
to England and the embodying, of the Hampſhire militia, I paſſed 
_ "about nine months in London, and the remainder in the country). 
The metropolis-affords many amuſements, which are bpen to all. 
It is itſelf an aſtoniſbing and perpetual ſpettadei to the curious eye; 
aid each taſte, each ſenſe may be gratified by the variety of objects 
Which will octur in the long cireuit of a morning walk. L affiduouſſy 
e the theatres at a very propitiqus æra df the ſtage, when 
*a conſtellation of excellent actors, both in tragedy and comedy, was 
_ - eclipſed by che meridian brightneſs of Gartick in the maturity of 
huis judgment, and vigour of his performante. The pleaſures of a 


| rown-life are within che reach of every man wh iu regardleſs of he. 
beealth, his money, and his company.” By che contagion' of ex- 


ample 1 was ſometimes ſeduced ; but the'better habits, which I had 
formed at Lauſantie, induced me to ſeek a more elegant and rational 
ſociety; and if my ſearch was leſs eaſy and ſucceſsful than I might 
have hoped, I ſhall at preſent impute the failure to the diſadvantages 
of my ſituation and character. Had the rank and fortune of my 
parents given them an annual eftabliſhment iti London, their 'own | 
I * houſe would have introduced me to àa numerous and polite circle” of - 
N acqusittante. But my father's taſte had always preferred the higheſt | 


+ : and the loweſt company, for which he was equally qualified; and after - 


| a twelve years wtirement, he was no longer in the memory. of be 
"ear 3 with whom he had located. A found myſelf 4 ſtranger in 
«x 23 . . 7 is 2 Ay | the | 


„ EF 1IvE AN nine, „ 
5 whe witidof u val had-tinkaowi city's und at my enttanse lnb Liſe _ ' CNET. 


| Tiras reduced! to ſome dull family parties, and ſome ſeattered con- x 
-nedions,” which were not ſuch as I ſhould have choſen for myſelf, cc. 


The moſt uſeful friends ef my father were the Mallets: ey r-. 5 
Ceed me wich civility and kindnefs at Erſt on his account, and ung.. 
5 terwards on my dun; and (if F may uſe Lord Chefterfield's worde?) 

1 was ſoon dimeficated in their houſe. Mr. Mallet, a name among 


the Egli poets, is praiſed by an unforgiving enemy, for the eaſe 
and elegance of his converſation, and his wife was not deſtitute of 15 5 
Wit or Iething- By his üſſiſtanee I was introduced to lady Hervey, | 
the"mother of the preſent eaft of Briſtol. Her age and infirmities 
confined her at home; her dinners were ſelect; in the evening her | 
| houſe was open to the beſt company of both ſexes and all nations; 8 
nor was I diſpleaſed at her preference and affectation of the manners, 

the language, and tlie literatute of France. But my progreſs in the 
ee general left to my own efforts, and thoſe effort 


5 


ere languid and flow. I had not been endowed by art or nature r 

5 r woe happy gifts" of confidence and addreſs, which unlock. „ 
| every door and every boſom; nor would i it be reaſonable to com- N * 

| Plai it n of the juſt conſequences © of my fickly childhood, foreign edu- | | * 


N cation, and reſerved temper. While coaches were rattling through 
Bond-ftreet, 1 have paſſed many a ſolitary evening in my lodging 
with my books. My ſtudies were ſometimes interrupted by a ſigh, 
which I breathed towards Lauſanne ; and on the approach of Sprin ng, 
4D withdrew without reluctance from the oily and extenſive ſcene | | WS. 

or crowds without company, and diffipation without pleaſure. = 1 


4 „ each of the twenty-five years of my acquaintance with London 3 
1 (1758=1783) che proſpe& gradually brightened ; and this unfa- | «| 
yourable picture moſt properly viking to tlie firſt TO after wy. # + a 
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* light, and ſome heavy hours, was at Burton, near Potergfteld, one 
© the Portſmouth road, and at the eaſy, diſtance of fifty- 


icht miles from London“ | An old manſion, in a ſtate of decay, 


» had. been converted into the faſhion;and,convenience:of a. modern 0 


| houſe: and if ſtrangers had nothing to ſee, the inhabitants had little 


i 0ð0 deſire. The {pot was not bappily choſen, at. the end of the yil- 

xe and che bottom of the hill; but che aſpect of the adjacent = 
. © grounds was various and cheerful ; the downs commanded a noble 
Proſpeck, and the long hanging woods-jp Gight.of the; houſe could | 
net perhaps have been improved, by art or, expence. My father 
kept in his own hands the whole gf: the eſtate, and even rented 
ſome additional land ; and whatſoeyex might be the balance. . vo 

Aug laſs, the farm ſupplicd, led bin wk 


ent and plenty. The ** 
produce maintained a n 


the. intervals of labour the favourite team, a handſome ſet, of bays 
or greys, was harneſſed to the coach. The economy of the houſe 


20 was. regulated by the taſte and prudence of Mrs. Gibbon. She 
| prided herſelf i in the elegance c of her occaſional dinners ; * and from 


umbet ef wen and, horſes, which were mul- 
© tiphied by the intermixture of , dameſtic.and.rural ſeryants.; and. in 


the uncleanly avarice of. Madame Pavilliard, I,was ſuddenly tranſ- | 


ported to the daily neatneſs and luxury of. an Englich table, Our 


quent, intercourſe. As my ſtay at Buriton was always voluntary, I 


was received and diſmiſſed with ſmiles; > but the comforts of my retiro- 15 
06 ment did not depend on the ordinary pleaſures of the country. My 


* The cltate and manor of Beriton, otherwiſe Bases, were eodiderable, 5 


1 D 8. 


| immediate neighbourhood was rare and ruſtic ; - but from. the yerge of 
our hills, as far as Chicheſter and Goodwood, the, weſtern diſtrict of 
ö Sullex was interſperſed with noble ſeats and hoſpitable families, with 
> whom we cultivated a friendly, and might have enjoyed a very fre- 
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Sten lt eee tnkaind me eib las lots and knowledge of farm- = 


ing. Lnever handled a gun, I ſeldom mounted an horſe; and 
my philoſophic walks were ſoon terminated by a ſhady . 
I was long detained by the ſedentary amuſement of reading or me- 


ditation. At home I occupied a pleaſant and ſpacious apartment ; 


oh the library on the ſame floor was ſoon conſidered as my peculiar do- 


main; and I might ſay with truth, that I was never leſs alone than 


when by myſelf. My ſole complaint, which I piouſly fopprefſed, _ 
aroſe. from the kind reſtraint impoſed on the freedom of my time. 


By the habit of early riſing L always ſecured a ſacred portion of the 
day, and many ſcattered moments were ſtolen and employed by my 


ſtudious induſtry. But the family hours of breakfaſt, of dinner, 


of tea, and of ſupper, were regular and long ; after breakfaſt Mrs. 
Gibbon expected my company in her drefſing-room ; afror tes m. 
father claimed my converſation and the peruſal of the . 


2 


receive the viſit of ſome. idle. neighbours. "Their dinners os viſt 


required, | in due ſeaſon, a ſimilar return; and I dreaded the period 


of the full moon, which was uſually. reſerved for our more diſtant 


excurſions. 1 could not refuſe attending my father, in the ſummer 
of 1759, to the races at Stockbridge, Reading, and Odiam, where 


he had entered a horſe for the hunter's plate; and I was not 


diſpleaſed with the ag of our Olympic. games, the beauty of 
the ſpot, the flectng(s of the horſes, and the gay tumult of the 


numerous ſpectators. | As ſoon as the militia buſineſs was agl 


tated, many days were tediouſly conſumed in meetings of deputy- 


lieutenants at Petersfield, Alton, and Wincheſter. In the cloſe of 


| the ſame year, 1759, Sir Simeon (then Mr.) Stewart attempted 
- unſucceſsful conteſt for the county of Southampton, againſt 
| Mr. Legge, Chancellor of the Exchequer ; a well-known conteſt, 
in which Lord Bute's influence was firſt exerted and cenſured. 


Our canvas at Portſmouth and Goſport laſted * days; but 
3 the 
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of Engliſh manners, e cr ent prog? 
| Mom of ets - 8 * 58 1011 tos rt 31 N NA tothe: we! le Wr 
», Fin 4 More domeſtic eee ſcene my application wis 


Ah; "relaxed, the love of knowledge was inflamed and gratified _ 
b ie es mand of books ; and I compared the poyerty ef Lauſanne 
with” the plenty of London. Ny "father's ſtudy at Buriton was' 


" Raſfet with” muck träſh ef the laſt age, with much bigh/ churety | 

divinity and politics, which have long ſince gone to their proper. 
Plate: yet it contained dome valuable editivris'of the clalttes aad the 

' fatkets, the choice, © as it ſhould ſeem, of Mr. ht pin | 


Engliſh publications' of the times had been occaſionally "added: 


From this lender beginning I have gradually formed a numerous 


22 Lad > 


Au fee Hbrat J. the foundation of ay works, and the beſt Com- 
fort” of 'my life, 'both at Home and bre bad. 


On the receipt of the 
4 large ſhate of my allowance was 95 5 % 745 to bs 


FI 


literary wants.” I candot forget the joy with which T exchanged 


a bank-note 'of twenty pounds for the twenty volumes of the Me- 


moirs of the Academy of Inſcriptions ; nor would It have been eaſy, E 
| by : any 'other expenditure of the fame ſum, to have procured ſo large- | 


3nd laſting a fund of rational amuſement. At a time when I moſt 


; affiduouſly frequented! this ſchool of antient Iterature, 1 thus ek | 


preſſed my opinion of a learned and various collection, which fince- 
the year 17 59 has been doubled in magnitude, though not in merit 


0] 'Une de ces ſocietts,. qui ont mieux immortaliſe Louis XIV. q ü 


RD 64 ambition ſouvent pernicieuſe aux -hommes, commengoit a ces 
by ef recherches qui reunifſent Ia julteſle de Teſprit, I 


amenetẽ & Pe eru- 
dition: od Fon voit tant des decouvertes, et quelquefois, ce qui 


. ne cede qu 3 peine aux decouvertes, une igncrance modeſte et 


& ebe, The review of my library muſt be reſeryed for tlie 


period of its maturity ; but in this place I may allow myſelf to ob⸗ jar 
ſerve, that Lam not SINE of 3d ever bought a book from a 


Ne : | {4 motive 
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motive of oftentation, that every volume, before it was depoſited or - 
me ſhelf was either read or fufficiently examined, and that E ſom 


adopted the tolerating maxim ef the elder Pliny, 4 nullum eſſe 


« Jibrum-tam mklum ut non es aliqua parts prodeſſet. . Lcould nt 


| yet find leiſure or ecurage to rene the purſuit; of the Greek lan- 
guage, excepting by reading the leſſona of the Old and New- Teſtament 


every Sunday; ben P attended the famity to church. The ſeries of 
my Latin authors" was leſs ſtrenuouſty completed; but the acquiſi- 5 


tion, by inheritance or purchaſe, of the beſt editions of Cicero, 


F ſeldom neglected· I perſevered: ĩn the uſeful method of abſtracts 
and obſervations; and a ſingle example may ſuffice, of a note vhich 
had almoſt ſwelled into à work. The ſolution of a paſſage of Livy 
(xxxviti.' 38.) involved me in oe mere treatiſes of Gon, 
PFPreret, * and in my — (chapican;y L cidienlouſly ſend 
; the reader to my own. manuſcript remarks on the weights, -coins, and 
meaſures of the ee EO PING ee eee whe 
b militia San 217 21695" 03 2m eee ee ee b 
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ſtudy, I can only hope to avoid a vain and prolix garrulity, by over- 


looking the vulgar crowd of my acquaintance, and confining myſelf 


to ſuch intimate friends among books and men, as are beſt entitled to 
my notice by their on merit and reputation, or by the deep im- 
preſſion which they have left: on my mind. Vet I will embrace this 


5 becaſion of recommending” to the young ſtudent a practice, which 


about this time I myſelf adopted. After glaneing my eye over the 
deſign and order of a new book, T' ſuſpended-the peruſal till I had 

| finiſhed the taſæ of ſelf-examiination, till Thad revolved; in a ſolitary 
Walk, all that I knew or believed, or had thought on the ſubject 


Quintilian, Livy, Tacitus, Ovidz &. afforded a fair proſpect, whiclt | 


of the Whole work or of ſome particular chapter: L was then quali- a 


fied to mn. — PIO: to my original ſtock; and 
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* | was; 
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3 5 — be mie hr roam 
ee ee dur Rogliſh writers inge che Revolution: they breathe | 
1 ye "the; ſpirit of reaſon and liberty; and they moſt. ſeaſullably contributed 
,t6reflore the putity'of my oum language, which had been corrupted. ,, 
58 by the lodgiuſe ofa foreign idiom. By the judiciogs advice of Mr. 
| Mallet, I was directed to the writings bf Swift and Addiſon; wit and 
 Gunplicity are their common attributes: hut the Kyle of Swift is ſup- 
| ported by manly origin vigour; chat of Addifon is adorned by the 
. | Bid ˙——ͤ— — hitory, was recently d 
7 Aren 
ES. Me tes rrp ene I will aſſume the prefumption 
ef ſaying, that I was not uhworthy to read them!; nor will I diſguiſe 
my different feelings in the repeated perufala. The perſect compoſi- 
= | tion, the nervous language, the well- turned periodi of Dr/\Robert- 
ES. Jon, inflamed me to the ambitious hope that I might ane day tread 
diu bis footſteps: the calm philoſaphy, the carelefs inimitable beauties 
| _ of his friend and riyal, often forced me to cloſe the "WE Ws - 
ET, | mixed ſanſation of delight and deſpair- Dita n A 
. "The dchgn of oy firſt work, the Ele n-the Study of Litertue, 
„ vas ſuggeſted by a refinement of vanity; the deſire of juſtifying and 
pr!riiſing the obje& of a favourite purſuit. In France,. to which my . 
. ideas were conkined, the learning and language of Greece and Rome 
were negzlected by a pkiloſephie age. The guardian ef thoſe Kudie, 
„ JJͤ 00 amo 
» 1 the three royal ſocieties of Paris : the new appellation of Erudits 
5 n, contemptaouſly applied 10 the ſugerſſors of Lipſtus and Cahu.. 
5 FFF ; 
9 | limitaire 3 E Eneyelopedie) that the-exerciſe of the memory, their TL 
* - Adole merit, had been ſuperſeded by the nobler faculties of the imagi- 
5 pation and the Judgmagnt. I wag-ambitions of proving by wy om 
N 1 . Es | 2 
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e ee eee ee en ee e 
may be exereiſed and diſplayed by the.udy. of ancient literature: 1 
dehan to {let and ado Abe. varipus proefs and illfiftrations, which 
* had offered. eee 
„ <hapiers of my eſtep weng, compaled._before my depanure from i 
Lauſanne. The hurry af the journey, enn 
Englich life, — all thoughts af ſerious application: but my 
object was erer before. my eyes 3 and no more than ken days, from 
the firſt to the elevchth of July, were ſuffered to elapſe after my 
fammer eſiabliſnment at Buritos. My ae e 
Gi e een mee renn had horn trankctibed-ba ne of - 
the French priſoners at Petersfield, J leoked round for 2 critic and 
judge of ury firſt performance. A writer can ſeldom. be content with 
the doubtful recompence of ſolitary approbation ; but a youth igno- 
mat of the world, and of himſell, muſt deſire to weigh his talents in 
fome ſcales leſs partial than his own: my conduct was natural, my 


* - motive laudable, my choice af Dr. Maty judicious. and fortunate, 


By: deſcent and education Dr. Maty, though born in Holland, might 
be-canſidered as a Frenchman; but he was fixed in London by the x 
practice of phylic, and an office in the Britiſh Müſenm. His repu- 
tation was juſlly founded on the eighteen volames of che Journal 8 
Britannihue, which he had ſupported, almoſt alone, with perſeverance - 
and ſucceſs... This humble though uſcful labour, which bad once 
bern dignified by the genius of Bayle and the learning of Le Gere, 


* ere and the judgment of 


N Maty : he exhibits a candid and pleaſing view of the flate, of litera- 
ture in England during a period of fix years (January 1750—De- 
cember 1755); and, far different fem his angry fon, he handles the 
rod of criticiſm with the tenderneſs and reluQtance of a parent. The 

author of the Fournal Britannique ſometimks aſpires to the character | 
of. 2 poet and philoſopher : his ſtyle is pure and elegant; and in his 
—_ A Hats of che laſt” 


7 . 91 18 1 diſciples 4 
Wo” & % ” a 4 bait. 
SV ug E 2 "Y N s % . * — 
4 * 5 P - f ay w 4 
„„ * - 3 1 a 3 
4 * ”% * * » # 1 * 8 
s 3 pa 8 4 
- . , 
. 2 F - : * * * 0 1 | * 
4 'Þ * 5 FOR, * - 
” .F * * * 
* : * 8 3. * » 
i 4 | * + 


5 1 
8 1 . oh — r 


— th ſeal of Fomtenaie, - His anſwer 8 
Was prompt and polite: after a careful examination he returned my 
© "anuouſcript; with Tome anmadverſion and much applauſe ; and wen 
'" ©Þ' viſited London in the enſuing winter, we giſouldd the deſign and 
T \ <xccution-in ſeveral free and-familiar cgnverſations. In a ſhort ex- . „ 
curſion to Buriton I reviewed my eſſay, according yg his friendly ad- 
2: ite} and after fopprefſing a third, addigg! a third, and altering a . 
50 wird. I Cconfummsted my firſt labour by a Mort prefuee, which is 
„ daten 3d, 1759. Ver Ifill ſhrunt from the preſs witk 
e the'terrors of virgin modeſty: the manuſefᷣipt was ſafely depoſited in 
wp des ; and as my attention was engaged by new objects, the 
neee ee le the, precept of 
. "Horace," * nonumque prematur in annum.“ Father Sirmond, a 
learned jeſuit, was ſtill more rigid, ſince he adviſed. a young friend * 
o enpect the mature age of fifty, before he gave himſelf or his writ- 
 Ingoto the public -(Olivet Hiſtoire de l' Academie Francoiſe, tom. ii. | 
P. 143.) The counſel was ſingular; but it is ſtill more ſingular that » 
„ it ſhould have been approved by the example of the author. Sir- 
mond was himſelf ſifty-five. years v when he publiſhed (in 1614) 
me eteren an edition of Sidoni us Apollinaris, with many valu- 
able annotationg: {ſee his life, before the great edition news, aur | 
in five volumes W 0, Paris, 1696, é Typographia Regia). Ton 
"Two years elapſed in MMence* but in the ſpring of 1761 T yielded. * 
"to the authority of a parent, and complied, like a Pious ſon, with 
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8 5 een oma e ee , 
| -- 5 TSS | e | 3 1 bc by 
| 7s = ” 3 3 . . fd 4-3» n 1 fur PEtuds de 11 
| 8 a Wote the 23 ſirſt chapters (excepting following ones, II, 12, 296 18, 19, 20, 21, We 
| 5 7 722.) before I left Switzerland. — 7 
1 du aich, 1 again ook Wend an Een ang. W ee niſhed it, * 
> * from C. 23585. (excepting 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33. and note to C. 36. belides a ” « 
—— 2 1 r of chapters from C. 55. ta che end, which are now ruck out. n DD: 
5 BY Ach nity, 1739. 6 antes | Ps” ; 
5 cin ad the firſt yr of the Tse: 3 . * | 3 
9 4 * F m__ 3 * # * ; | pril 230. — 7:0 
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| byaticitate/gf-Europe, - About this tiape the belligerent powers had * 


made and accepted overtures of peace; our Engliſh plenipotentiaries — 
avere named to aſſiſſ at the Eongrels of | Augſbourg, which never met ; Bo 
I wiſhed to attenq them ab a gentleman or a ſeeretary; and my fatlier 1 6 . 


bondly believed that the proofof ſomme literary talents might introduce | 


me to public notige, and ſecond the recommendations of my friend. 
After a laſt reviſal I conſulzed with Mr. Mallet and Dr. Maty, wbe 
approved the deſign and u the execution. Mr. Mallet, after 
hearing me read my nanuſeript, received it from my hands, and de- 
ivered it into thoſe of Becket, with whom he made an agreement in 
my name; an eaſy agreement: I required only a certain number of 
copies; and, without transferring my Property," devolved::qn the 
bookſeller the charges and profits of the edition.  Dr.«Maty under» | - 
took, in my abſence; to correct the ſheets: he inſerted, without my 
knowledge; an elegant and flattering epiſtle to the author; which is 
compoſed, however, with ſo much art, that, in caſe of a defeat, his 
favourable report might have been aſeribed to the indulgence of a 
friend for the raſh attempt of a young Engliſh' gentleman. „The 
work was rinted and publiſhed, under the title oß Eſſai ſhr l Etude 
de la Literature, à Londres, chez T. Becket et P. A. de Hondt, "on, 
0 a Hal ror Ur" n Gyoderimo: mY arm yo e n 
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1 3 nl "Being at e by my. father's ad e, determiged to Publiſh - 
my Eflay, Lreviſed it with great care, made many alterat X ſtruck out 4 confider. 


* able part, ores eee . Ane * to copy | 
Out fair. * LK ; * 1108: 


Age 

June SOR 1761. Ending RED Ane 'of my book 3 but fowly, 1 went 

225 to town, where I found the whole was, finiſhed. TI. gave Becket orders for the 

preſents : 20 for Lauſanne ; eopies for che of Ricktcnd , Margithis of Carnarvoil, 
Lords Waldegrave;' Lichfield, Bath, Granville, Bute, Shetbourns Cheſterfield, Hard- 

wicke, Lady Hervey, Sir Joſeph Yorke, Sir Matthew Featherſtone, M. M. Mallet, 
Maty, Scott, Wray, Lord Egremont, M. de Buſſy, Mademoiſelle la Ducheſſe d' Aguil- 
fon,” and M. de Comte de Caylus great part N were it 260 Mei” or 4 
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—_ Dr: . 16th of June; and I received the firſt 
=. copy (June 234) at Alresford, two-day# before I marched with the 
> . , * Hampſhiremilitia. Some weeks afterwards, on the ſame ground, I 
> -—— preſented my bock e the late Duke gf-York, who/breakfaſted in 
_—_ Colonel Pitt's tent. vy my faber direction, ang Mallet's advice, © 
5 8 many fiterry; gifts were diſtributed to ſgvreral eminent characters in 
ES.  ..___ England and France; two books were ſent to the Count de Caylus, 

ud the Ducheſſe d Aiguillon, at Paris: L had reſerved twenty copies 
8 for my friends at Lauſanne, as the firſt fruits of my education, ant 
—— | 2 grateful token of my remembrance: and an all theſe perſons, 1 
| ___ Jevied at-whavdidable tax of civility. and compliment. It is not ſur- 
Priſing that a work, of which the ſtyle and ſentiments were ſo totally 
8 | e ee hoon; wony eee abr. ce #4 homes: 

5 cn i ee e afthe Journals of Femrend Holland; 

And the nent year (1762) a new.edition_ (I believe at Geneva) ex- 
13 tended the fame, ot m leaſt che circulation; of the work. In England 
: it was received with cold. indifference, little rrad, and ſpeedily. for- 
_ gatten: a ſmall impreſſion was ſſowly diſperſed; the bookſeller mur- 
mured, and the author (had his feelings been more exquilne} might 
base wept over the blunders and baldneſs of the Engliſh tranſlation. 
* he publication of my Hiſtory fifteen years afterwards revived. the * 
amemory of my firſt performance, 'and the Eſſay was eagerly ſought | 
Ina the ſhops. But I refuſed, the pernuſhon which Becket ſolicited of 
5 reprinting it: the public curioſity was imperfectly ſatisfied! by a 
8 pirated copy of the bookſellers of Dublin ; and when: a- copy of ibe 
 - priginal edition has been diſcovered in a ſale, the primitive value of 
rk bares has ale o de anciflprice of 4 gines or a 
3 Mer 
15 ˙ el on che petty 3 and period of my 
NE fi publication, A 0 Fre! in * life of 93 whenyhe 


ny LIVE AND WRITINGS, 91 


PETRI 2 of his mind: his hopes and fears are 
multiplied by the idea of ſeli-· importance, and he believes for a While 
that the eyes of mankind are: fixed on his perſon and performance. 


Whatever'may be my preſent reputation, it no longer reſts on tb 


merit of this firſt eſſay and at the end of twenty-cight years I may 
appreciate my juvenile work with the impartiality, and almoſt with 
the indifference, of a ſtranger. In his anſwer to Lady Hervey, the 
Count de Caylus admires, or affects to admire, © les livres fans. 
6. nombre que Mr. Gibbon a lus et tres bien lus . But, alas l my. 
eee eee eee eee 
allow myſelf the liberty of naming the Greek maſters, my genuine. 
and perſonal acquaintance was confined to the Latin claſſics. The 
| moſt ſerious defect of my Eſſay is a kind of obſcurity and abruptneſs 
which ulways fatigues, and may often elude, the attention of the 
reader. Inſtead of a preeiſe and proper definition of the title itſelf, 
the ſenſe of the word Literature is looſely and variouſly applied: a 
number of remarks' and examples, hiſtorical, exitical, philoſophical, 
are heaped on each other without method or connection; and if we 
; except ſome introdustory pages, all the remaining chapters might. 
indifferently be reverſed or tranſpoſed, The obſcurity of many 
paſſages is often affected, brevis! efſe /aborv, obſcurus fro; the deſire 
of expreſling perhaps a common idea with ſententious and oracular 
brevity: alas! how fatal has been the imitation' of Monteſquieu ! 
Aut this obſcurity ſometimes proceeds from à mixture of light and 
_ darkneſs in the author's mind; from a partial ray which ſtrikes upon 
an angle, inſtead of ſpreading itſelf over the ſurface of an object. 
After this fair/confefſion I ſhall preſume to ſay, that the Eſſay does 
_ credit to a young writer of two and twenty years of age, who had 
read; with taſte, who thinks with freedom, and who writes in a fo- 
reign” language with ſpirit and elegance. The defence of the early 
. of Rome and the. new Chronology of Sir Iſaac Newton 
r See Appendix, Letter, No. x. a 1 
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ſolmteh- ume and fudy, he had: eonoeived his improvement toi be 
 mbch greater than ne foünd it to habe bens ! brofinl eee 
3 At Lauſaiise' L eempoſed the firſt chaprers-of my Eſſy in Frencli; 
tte familiar language of my cenverſation and ſtudies, in which it 


5 * . —— 0 


fem u elles argümcht The 


| [deſire 


_ Geoxpics is happily concerned; and any-Probablevconje@bre;iwhicts: 


tende to raiſe | the: dignity of the poet and the pom, deſetves to be 


adopted, without a rigid ſcrutiny. Some dawninigs eff a phHoſophie 
 ſpitibentighten' the” general re marks ors the ſtudy of Hiſtoby and off 
man! Lain not diſpleaſed with che iH, into the origin aid na- 
mtc of the gods of polytheiſn, which" migtit deſerve theVituftral- 
tilon of à riper judgment. Upon the whole I may apply to the 
_ firſt labour of my pen the ſpeech of a far ſuperior᷑ artiſt, hene 


ſarveyes the firſt productions of his pencil. After viewing ſome 
örtraits which he had printed” in his youth} m friend'SirJolus 
Reynolds atknowlellged te me, that he was rather humbled'-tliam 
it ered by the cor pariſon with dis preſent works; and tliat after 


was eaſier for nie to write than in my mother- tongue. Aſter my 


return te England I continued the fame practice, without any af. 


fectation; or deſign of repulliating (as 'Dri/Bentley would fu) my 
berusculür idiom. Bat 1 ſhould have eſcaped ſome Anti-gallican 


elamour, had I been content with the more natural character of an 


Engliſh author, ' I'ſhould have been more conſiſterit had I: rejected 
Malle“ s advice; of prefixing an Engliſh dedication toa French bob: 
Ng & confuſion” of tongues that ſeemed! to accuſe the ignorance of:\my 
Patron. The uſe of a foreign diale&t mighit be excufed by: the hope 

of being employed as a negociator, by the deſire of being generally 


underſtood on the continent; but my true motive was doubtleſs the 


ambition of new and fingular fame, an Engliſhman claiming a / place 
among the writers of France. The Latin tongue had been conſe- 


erated by the ſervice of the church, it was refined by the imitation of 


the ancients; and in the fifteenth and ſixteenth centuries the ſcholars 


- 
* 


MY LIE AD WKITINGS. 


of Eope enjoyed che advantage; which they have gradually re- 
ſigned," of converſing atid writing id a common and learned idiom. 
As that idiom was no longer in any country the vulgar ſpeech;'they | 

all ſtood on a level 'with/ each other; yet à citizen of old Rome 
might have {ſmiled at the beſt Latinity of the Germans and Britons; 
and we may learn from the Cireronzanur of Eraſmus, how difficult it 
was found to ſteef a middle conrſe between pedantry and barbariſm. 
The Romans themſelves had ſometimes attempted a more perilous 
taſk; of writing in u living language, and appealing to the taſte and 
judgment of the fatides The vanity of Tully was doubly intereſted 
in the Greek memoirs of his own conſulſhip; and if he modeſtly 
ſuppoſes" that ſome Latmiſms might be detected in his ſtyle, he is 
confident” of his on {kill in the art of Iſocrates and Ariſtotle; 
and he requeſts his friend Atticus to diſperſe the copies of his work 

at Athens, and in the other cities of Greece, (ad Auitum, i. 19. ii. 1.) 
But it muſt not be forgotten, that from infaney to manhood Cicero- 
and his coritemporaried had read and deelaimed, and compoſed with 
equal diligence in both languages; and that he was not allowed to 
frequent à Latin ſchool till he had imbibed the leſſons of the Greek 


grammarians and rhetericians. In modern times, the language of 


France has been diffuſed by the merit of her writers, the ſocial 
manners of the natives, the influence of the monarchy, and the 
exile-of the proteſtants. Several foreigners have ſeized the oppor- | 
tunity of ſpeaking to Europe in this common dialect, and Germany 
may plead the authority of Leibnitz and Frederic, of the firſt of her 
philoſophers,” and the greateſt of her kings. The juſt pride and 


J os laudable prej udice of England has reſtrained this communication of 


idioms; ant of all tlie nations on this fide of the Alps, my country= 
men are the leaſt. practiſed, and leaſt. perfect in the exerciſe of the 
French tongue. By Sir William: Temple and Lord Cheſterfield i it was. 
- _ only uſedon '6ccaſlons' of civility and bulineſs, and their printed letters. 
vall not. be quoted as models of compoſition. Lord Bolin gbroke may 
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= hr ptitio Prada oi cent Bit th 
_<atriufqve/linguz;” and by his Eaglith dedication to Queen Caro- 


line; and his Eſſay on Epic Poetry, it ſhould ſeem that Voltaire himſelf 
wiſhed to deſerve a return of the ſame compliment. | 'The exception 
of Count Hamilton cannot fairly be urged z though an Iriſhman by 


. Cunpriſed that a long reſidenee in England, and the habits of do- 


ble Kyle; and 1 regret the omiſſion of his Engliſh verſes, which 


might have afforded an amuſing object of compariſon. I might 


| therefore aſſume che primus ego in patriam, &c. 3 but with what ſuc- 
_ ceſs I have explored this untrodden path muſt be leſt to the deciſion 
of my French readers. Dr. Maty, wha might himſelf be queſtioned 


as a foreigner, has ſecured his retreat at nayexpence, ' Je ne crois 


* pas que vous vous piquiez d etre moins facile à reconnoitre pour un 


Angleis que Lucullus pour un Romain. Ny friends at Paris have 


been more indulgent, they received me as a countryman, or at leaſt | 
as a provincial; but they were friends and Pariſians . The defect 
which Maty infinuates, “ Ces traits ſaillans; ces figures handies, ce 


44 ſacrifice de la rẽgle au ſentiment, et de la cadence à la force,” are 


dhe faults of the youth, rather than of the ſtranger: and after the 
"ug ee , e ee of any cover eee e eee 
chat my French ſtyle has been ripened and improved. n 
I have already hinted, that the publicuion: of my Edſay: was de- ; 


layed till I had embraced the military profeſſion. I ſhall now amuſe 
myſelf with the recollection of an active ſcene, which ow Slit 
affinity, to any other period of my ſtudious and ſocial life. 


critic, muſt ſatisfy both the author and the public. „ 


| chat I have never ſeen in any literary review a tolerable account of WOT: 
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MY LIFE AND WRITINGS. 44 
In the outſet of a glorious dus war, the Engliſh people had been de- 2 75 


Knded by s dd of German mercenaries. - A national militia has 
deen the ery of every patriot ſince the Revolution; and this meaſure, 
both in parliament and in the field, was ſupported by the country . 
gentlemen or Tories, who inſenſibly transferred their loyalty to the 
houſe of Hanover; in the language of Mr. Burke, they have changed 
the idol, but they have preſerved the idolatry. In the act of offer- 
ing our names and receiving our commiſſions, as major and captain 
in the Hampſhire regiment, (June 12th, 1759,) we had not ſup- = 
poſed that we ſhould be dragged away, my father from his farm,. 5 3 
myſelf from my books, and condemned, during two years and a half, 28 
_ (May,1o, 2760 December 23, 1762,) to a wandering life of militarx 
fervitude: But a weekly or monthly exerciſe of thirty thouſand pro- 
vincials would have left them uſeleſs and ridiculous ;_ and after the 
pPretence of an invaſion had vaniſhed, the popularity of Mr. Pitt gave 
| a ſanction to the illegal ep of keeping them till the end of the war 
under arms, in conſtant pay and duty, and at a diſtance from their 
reſpective homes. When the King's order for our embodying came: 
down, it was too late to retreat, and;too ſoon. to repent. The South ; 
HbDattalion of the Hampſhire militia was a ſmall independent corps of 7 
+ Four hundred and ſeventy- ſix, officers and men, commanded by 
| Jieutenant-colonel- Sir Thomas Worſley, who, after à prolix ane 
paſſionate-conteſt,. delivered us from the tyranny of the lord Heute- E57 
nant, the Duke of Bolton. My proper ſtation, as firft captain, was 
at the head of my own, and afterwards of the grenadier, company; 
| but in the abſence, br even in the preſence, of the two field officers, 
2 b was entruſted: by my friend and my father with the effective labour 4 
of dictating the orders, and exerciſing the battalion. . With the help 
C25 A our original journal, I could write the hiſtory of my bloodleſs 
and inglorious campaigns; but as theſe events have loſt much of 
their importance in my own: eyes, they ſhall be diſpatched i in a few-. 
ores, „ the * e ( June 4s 1760): 
28 OW: | | PE ß 
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EE + 011 MEMOIRS 11 tn 
11 LO wer + at our qm requeſt, ſot he Benefit, of a foreign 
V ien. By, the arbitrary, ande often caprixious, orders of the 


5 15 | Wache, the battalion ſucceſſively marehed to the pleaſant. and 
3 Blandford (June 17) to Hilſea barracks, a ſeat, of diſeaſe 
3 . *and; 1 (September 1) ;1.to Cranbrook in che weald of Kent 
Desen ber 11) 3 to > the ſea-coaſt of Dover (December 27) to Win- 
ſter camp (June 25, 1761); to the populous and diſorderly town - 
1 . of Devizes, (October 23); to Saliſbury (February 28, 1762) ; to our 
W Blandford a ſecond time (March 9); and finally, to the 
> _ _ © fathionable reſort of Southampton June 2) ; where the colours were 
5 | Gxed. till ou final diſſolution (December 23). On the beach at 
5 5 15 Dover we had exerciſed in fight of the Gallic ſhores. But the moſt . 
„ ſplendid and uſeful ſcene of our life was a four months encampment 
IN: > Wincheſter Down, under. the command of the Earl of Efing. 
8 „ bam. Our army conſiſted of the thirty-fourth regiment of foot 
| and . ſix militia corps. :, The-conſeiouſneſs of our defects was ſtimu- 
i lated by friendly emulation. We improved our time and opportu- 
8 nities in morning and evening field-days; and in the general re- 
* ä the South Hampſhire Wie rather a credit than a diſgrace to 
T the line. In our ſubſequent quarters of the Devizes and Blandford, 
* wg 1 5 advanced with a quick ſtep in our military ſtudies ; the ballot of . 
OS dhe enſuing; ſummer renewed our vigour and youth; and had the ; 
PR 8 militia ſubſiſted enother year, we might have cn the FE 
he | with the moſt perfect of our brethren. #2 
_ at The loſs of de my bach and Idle hour rade eg 
hy Re any elegant pleaſure ; and my temper was inſehſibly ſou by the 8 
„ſiociety of our ruſtię officers. In every ſtate there exiſts, however, ; 
Z à balance of. good and evil. "The habits of a ſedentary life yrere 
Y ' © '* uſefully broken by the duties of an aQtye profeſſion i-in the health * | 
ul exerciſe of theyfield I hpnteg with a battalion,” inſtead of a pick; 8 
6 And at thas time 1 pas ready, N any hour ofighe dey arp _ 
„ 1 BO "PURE; 1 . Londen, * n 39 
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obligation to che militia, was the making me an Engliſhman, and a 


ſoldier. After my foreign education, with my reſerved temper, „ * 
| ſhould long have continued, a ſtranger in my native country, 8 
» not been ſhaken. in this various ſcene of new faces and new. friends : ' - ü 
had not experience forced me to feel the chagaRters of our leading 
men, the ſtate of parties, the forms of office, and the operation of * 
our civil and military ſyſtem. In this peaceful ſervice, I imbibed the 
_ rudiments of, the language, and ſcience of tactics, which opened a 


new field of ſtudy and obſervation. I diligently read, and meditated, 
the Memoires Militaires of Quintus Icilius, (Mr. Guichardt,) the 
only writer who has united the merits of, a profeſſor and a veteran. 


The - diſcipline and evolutions of a modern battalion gave me -a 
_ clearer notion of the phalanx and the legion; and the captain of 
the Hampſhire grenadiers (the reader may ſmile) has not . 1 5 


leſs to the hiſtorian of the Roman empire. . 


A youth of any ſpirit is fired even by the play of arms, — in * Fs 


the firſt fallies of my enthuſiaſm I had ſeriouſly attempted to em-" 


brace the regular profeſſion of a {Miier. But this military fever 
was cooled by the enjoyment of our mimic Bellona, who ſoon un- 


veiled to my eyes her naked deformity. How often did I ſigh for my 


proper ſtation in ſociety and letters. How often. (a proud compariſon) 


did I repeat the complaint of Cicero in the command of a proyincial 


wy „ Tlitellz bovi ſunt impoſitz. Eſt incredibile quam me 


CY tædeat. Non habet ſatis magnum campum lle tibi non 


< ipnotus curſug animi; et induſtriæ meæ præclara opera ceſſat. 
* 8 Lucetn, libros, urbem, domum, vos dleſiderb. Sed feram, ut 


4 pöterd; 1 ſit modo annuum. Si prorogatur, actum eſt *,” From 
a: ſervice without danger 1 might indeed have retired: without diſ- 
grace; but as viten. as I hinted a wiſh of reſigning, 1 my fetters 


© were rivetted by che friendly intreaties of che eolonel, the parental ,, 
1 250 of the major, and my own regard for the honour ani 


: Epiſt. ad Atticum, * 15. - * 
vor 1. | "4 | 0 ' | AF welare 


»\& j * * — l 4 f 
* N oY * 6 -- . 
4 ; s 


- 


a 
— * * f 2 A . 
” K .. ES IO EE IE — 
« if 2 


* i 
++. 
1 : "ur 
= = 


po.” 
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— the battalion- When felt that my e Waun 


ty 1 bowed my. neck 40: the yoke; myNeryitude was 
d far beyond the annual p of Cicero; ce bee 


" then act er which diſembodied the nepal . 


4 17 a rich, 1361 1 dal Wen r Syht months of 3 moll dk. 
En I have had no ſtudies to ſet down ; indeed, I hardly took a book in 
my hand the whole time. The firſt two months at Blandford, I miFhe have done ſome- 
thing; but the novelty of the thing, of which for ſome time I was i fond. as to think 
of going into the my; our field-days, our dinners abroad, and the drinking and late 
hours we got into, prevented any ſerious reflections, From the day we marched from 
Blandford Fhad hardly a moment I could call my own,, almoſt continually 3 in motion; 


A fixed for a.day, it was in the guard-room, a barrack, or an inn. Our diſputes | 


 Tonifiitnitsd he little time T had left. Every letter, every memorial relative to them fell 


*to my ſhare; and our evening conferences were uſed to hear all the morning hours 
Airikg. At laft L got to Dover, and Sir Thomas left us for two months. The charm 
F a ervice; Treas feed in x mpuraceay quit ftw 


ation. e ST OR dere Mt 
ſome thougſits I had formerly had in relation to the ſyſtem of . 


3 I intended to make uſe of in my Eſſay, I reſglxed to d Tully de Naturi Deo- 


run, and finiſhed it in about a month. I loſt ſome time before 1 could recover my 
habit of application. | > 


asd oer fri debga. was to. march. through Marlborough f but Suding 


Sa bg that it was a bad road, and a great way about, we reſolved to puſh for the 


Devizes iwope day, though tieatly n miles. We . ing wen there about 


| three o'clock in the afternoon. 

Now. 2d. -I haxe very lttle to hoy for thisand the following 9 Nothing could 
* ns uniform than the life I led there. The little civility of theneighbouring 
„ us no opportunity of dining out; tlic time of year en e us to 


amy excurſions found the country z and at firſt my indolencn, and a violent 
cold, prevented my going over to Bath. I believe in the two months I never dingd or 


* 


eee e ee e e 5. De- 
; " Ggning to recoy my 


Homer, and fipithed the four firſt books of the Iliad, with-Pope's'tranflation and igtes 


at the fame time, to underſtand the geography of the Iliad, and partfeulaFy the cara. 


logue, I read the Sth, tin rothy, 12th, 13th, and 14th books * Strabo, in Cafau- 


bon's Latin tranflation : Ilikewiſe read Hume's Hiſtory o of, England to the. Reign ok 


Henry the Seventh, juſt publiſhed, i ingegious ab 954, and the Journals dus Scauans 


” For Avguſt, September, and Ober 1561, with the Bibliothegye der Sciences XC. Tm 4 
: , July * Both ber Jar. TP "oy e of my * 
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reck, which*I had fomewhat neglected, 1 ſet myſelf to-read = 


ur LIFE any FRS g 5 : 


5 When L complain of the los af time, juſtice to myſelf and to-the 
| mil Doo th gra yr of hat c 1 


a Derember 25th, Aa ** Gnidhing the year, I take a r e * by 
1 have done, I am nat + diflatisfied. wich what I did in it, upon making proper 3 | 
allowances. '' On the one hand, I could begin nothing before the middle of January. „ 
The Deal duty loſt me part of February; although I was at home part of March, and . e 
all April, yet electioneering is no friend to the Muſes. May, indeed, though diſſigatefl , 
by dur ſea parties, was pretty quiet 3 but June was abſolutely loſt, upon the march, at 3 
Alton, and ſettling ourſelves in camp. The four ſucceeding months in camp. allowed „ 4 
me little leiſure, and leſs quiet. November and December were indeed as much my s 
own a any time can be whilſt L remain in the militia z but ſtill it is, at beſt, not a life 25 
for man of letters. However, in this tumultuous year, (befides ſmaller things which Ee *; 
I haye ſet downs) I read four books of Homer in Greek, ſix of Strabo in Latin, Cicero * 
de Naturd Deorum, and the great pbiloſaphical-and theological work of M. de Ben- 
' ſobre : I wrote in the ſame time a long diſſertation on the ſucceſſion of Naples; re-' - 
_ fined for the preſs, andiuygmented abore a fourth, wy Eff ſur Etude de la RE PSs 
itterature. JI 
eee rn ay rae | Z 
[We former. I had neither viſits, hunting, or walking. M eee eee 5 
4 ſelf, my books, — to th theſe were great. tefources. 2 
+ ; April 24th, 1762.}—-I waited upon Cologgl Harvey in the morning, .to get him 5 — 
. to apply for me to be brigade major to Lord Effingham, as a poſt I ſhould be oy 8 
very fond of, and for which I am not unſit.  Hatyey received me with, great 
* nature and candour, told me he was both willing and able to ſerve me; chat indeed be ET 1 
had already applied to Lord Effingham for 0 one of his own officers, and” © 
though there would be more than one brigade major, he did not think he could pro- * 
perly recommend two z but that if I could get ſome other perſon to break the jce, be 5 = 
: would ſecond it, and believed he ſhould ſucceed : ſhould that fail, as , was. in Ft 2 
bad cireumltances, he believed he could make a compromiſe with bim (this was my 99 7 
deine) to let me do the duty without pay. I went from him to the Mallets, who pro- 5 4 
|  miſed to get Sir Chatles Howard t6 ſpeak to Lord Effingham. | 711 PF LE 7 15 
qe; 5 Aut 224.1 went wich Ballard to the French church, where-I beard. a moſt „„ 
© - indifferent; ſermon. preached | by M. ee. Avery back feyle, a worſe pronun- ©" 16 ol 
1+ 6,60 . _ ciation, and a n. and. a very dregs vacuity of ideas, | compoſed this execllent per „„ 
| © 7! formance; . Upon the whole, Which is. preferable, the philoſophiosmethod of the, r 
| FE; g or the rhetgric ot the Fre \ preachers ? The fit (though leſs glorious) is >; * +, "=, 
A a ſafer for the pttacher, Mt? is difficult for a man to make himſelf ridigylous, © © - 5 3 
who propoſes, only to deliver plai Tenſe on a-fubjeQ he has thoroughly ſtudied... — 9 3, 4 
i e 
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„ lluaugh. As to the advantage of the hearer, which ought P 
. 2: dilemma is much greater. I Excepting in ſome particular caſes, where we are blinded 
pP popular prejudices, we are in general ſo well acquainted with our duty, that/it is 
RES: i almoſt ſuperſluous to convince us of it. It is the heart, and not the head, that holds 
8 dutz; and it is certainly poſſible, by a moving eloquence, to rouſe the ſleeping ſentiments | 
12 e of that heart, and incite it to aQts of virtue. Unlueckil it is not ſo much acts, a8 
a „ habits of virtue, we ſhould have in view; and the preacher who is inculcating, with 
the eloquenceof a Bourdaloue; the neceſſity of a'virtuous life, will diſmiſs his-afſembly 
7 5 full of emotions, which a variety of other objects, the coldneſs of our northern con- 
ſtitutions, and no immediate N ep of cy den "Tm e wn 41 "a . 
33 r e eee wer, 1 855 Tiga? 
TE * en e Haw" e Ble heres hv 8 becher bo mb! 
9 FD to-night, was what kept me away; I mean the dancing, & Ba 
5 28th. To- day Sir Thomas came to us to dinner. The Spa has e 3 
„ ' deal of good, for he looks another man. Pleaſed te E him, we kept bumperizing til! 
Toe * Klſter roll- calling; Sir Thomas aro deed every" Ls ow n * 
. be was grown. 3 * : 
_—_— 2 _29th.]-1 felt the uſual fats of Sir Thomas's 8 and loſt A 7 
A .. Ung, becauſe I had loſt the day before, However, having finiſhed Voltaire, Fre- 
1 8 turned to Le Clerc (I mean fgr the amuſement of my lcifure hours); and laid afide 
. for, ſome time his Bibliorbeque el, to, look into the ane Choifie, wu * 
* far the better work. 


. ih Seftember.23d.]-—Colonel Wilkes, of the Dnchinghamihire militia, dined vi us, 


* * 3 1 ſcarcely ever met with a better companion; he has inexhauſtible ſpirits, infinite wit 


A. 8 % and humour, and a great deal of knowledge. He told us himſelf, that in this time of 

F public difſenfion he was reſolved to make his fortune. Upon this principle he bas cop- 
SOS " „ need himſelf cloſely vith Lord Temple and Mr. Pitt, commenced a public 

* to Lord Bute, whom he abuſes weekly in the North Briton, and other political papers 


„„in which he is concerned, This proved a very.debauched d . 
3 both after diffher and ſupper ; and when at laſt Wilkes Niires, Sir Thomas and 
. bor Sher (of bac! Fe 
5 of claret in bed. * 


ee 
Ret * * . 00a * review, which tailed 'abour ties Norte ed as a, , 


4h I | . . 
. "teach, "The e AGRI and N Portſmouth, 
E . 1 5 IO 2 # oh . | : 
+ So > Rory tl; Fe OST, 4 | | f | conſumed 
LE. . | - 33 1 3 . . N 8 


ö 8 1935 . - Fequiſite to form the character of an orator, that it is more than probable, we ſhall 


C * and renewtd the acquaintance Sir Thomas and myſelf had begun with him at Readjng. bf 


2 . ; - * nw” 1 Os: 1% 
3 my LIFE AND WRTTIN GS. „„ 
| j * 5 f . * Fj * 
conſumed the bann which were not employed in the field; and r 
W 8 were bun matt raf bacrark, * nnen, al” 715 
literary 3 * RR 
7 | | 7 5 5 ; Z 3 TR 
, M 2 N . — — — * th . 8 
— | 55 1 . | f 4 F 0 1 
ſummer, they bebhayed very well, and made a ſine appearance. As they marched 3 
by, I had my uſual eurioſay to aount their files. + The following is my field return: I „ 2 
re ee eee f TH 
. generals rr 4H omoiginr th Toru: 4 
14? eee e eee De | Eſtabliſhment. | 
W * ' na x Vote ako $41 4H 3 
ee, | e a= oe 
he with T1 250 Otte, 1 Ale u „ ure goof | 
[ V. Efex, | 1 Battalion, 3 13 98 1. 10 4356 . 480. t 4 
„ 35 . 35£:::::Grenadiers, 20 EX eile dan . + Sa 
"44145 8. Glifter, 1 oy FE: 3⁴ N Fo A , ; 3 
N. Glifter, 1 diers, — is — 3. | 
14 " '4 ! G #7 [4 747 2 0 i£f [4 "5 | * 
offs: 14345 2 —4. 800 w 
. y . e Ten BE, : 
3 7 36 . 


e en Or eee | 3 
1 The Buckinghamſhire took the Wincheſter duty that dy. 41 
800 that this camp in England, fuppoſed complete, with only. one detachment, had 
| under arms, on the day of the grand review, little more than half their eſtabliſhment. 
This amazing deficiency, (though exemplified in every regiment 1 have ſeen) is an 

| extraordinary military phœnomenon: what muſt it be upon foreign ſerrice ? I doubt 

: vhs ee hen, 9<2. hen keine Wy, inp che 


* 


4 | Vpon.our return to Southampton in.the evening, we found Sir Thomas Worſley. 
A . October 21ſt. One of thoſe impulſes, which it is neither very eaſy nor very Py 
neceſſary. 10 withſtand, drew me from Longinus to a very different ſubject, „ "AS 25 
Greek. Calendar. Laſt night, when in bed, I was thinking of a diſſertation of © © , 
2 NI. dela Nauze upon. the Roman calendar, which: I read laſt year. This led me to 


conlider what was the Greek, and finding; myſelf. very ignorant af it, L. determined 5 ; 
9 _ , to read a hort, but very excellent ſtrat of Mr. Dodwell's book. de Cyclis, b the 3 
„ =p It is only t -five pages; but a8 1 meditated it thorobghty, 7 a #- 5 
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: is at once ſo honourable and fo troubleſome. | Hut 


-+ - the major s colours, delivered uptheir arms, received their monty, partook of z dinner 
YE sers erpence, and then ſeparated! with rest cheerfülneſt aud e 


. d er prerarious, ab e be 6.0 Uttle uſe: However, ol ſerjcatits Unit 


* 


bees work hgtthat from ey ins, Aber this . 
Petr ba gs e a; eee at Dover 


— 
1 dil a nd. WY ** 
— — 


ORgober 2 . RAD EI 
It is that of Robert Conftanciniey Luguum v it iy d wery large 
volume in Nlid, in two parts, coriprifing in dhe 1785 pages. Aſter the greut 
Thiefaurus; chis is eſteemed the beſt Greck Lexicon. It ſetms tb be ſo. Of a viriety 
of words for which I looked, I always found an exact definition; the various ſenſes 
welt Uſtiiipbiſhed, und properly ſupported, by the beſt authoriticy. However, 1 gin 
FFF dabet al one, Ab 

December 11th. -I have already given of the\Goſport 5. 1 ſhallguly add 
a trait which charactefrzes admirably 6ur 8 Hailo, At a time when they 
knew that they ſhould infallibly be diſcharged i in a feyr/ weeks, numbers, who had con- 
Gderable wages due to them, were cohitin jumping over the walls, and riſquing 
the loſing of it for a few hours amuſement it Portſmouih. . 33 | 
£ t7th.}—We found old. Captain Meard yt Alresford, with. th. ſecond divifon of | 
the foumtsenth. He and all Te cet bw, nd;m 
a a drunken one. 4 e wa, 7 . 

- 18th. About the fame hour our 80 ina | dar. They, an old 
_ who had been two years qui Dover caſtle. We, part of a 
ung body of militia, two-thirds of our men re $, of four months ſtanding, two 

f "hich had paſſed 1 upon very difagreeable duty. Every advantage was on their 
8 an 15 ſuperiority, both as to. ee 250 Ateipnne, 1 fo 
that the moſt prejudiced regular coluld*not have hefitated 4 moment. "At the end of | 
the town our two-conipitiics ſeparated; my Father's ſtruck uff for Peterifield, whillt 
1 continued my rout to Alton; Into lich purer Tuber tay Gotiþdny wer buen; 
two years x months and fifteen days aſter my firſt leaving it. I gave the men ſome 
beer at roles ag, which they received Cith great cheerfülnefs and derehcy. I Ained 
und lay at Harnifbn's, where Tis received with thit old- faſhioned breeding, Which 


43d. 1 Our two companies were diſembodied ; alike at Alton, and ni V father's at 
Beriton. Smith marched them over früm Petersfield © they fifed"three dolles lodged 
Tus ended the mlt; 1 way fa) Eiided, inge our 4hinual” dſtniblics"in "Ma 


Are ill kept up, and quartered" at the ; 
ee e in 28 Fay: * 
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the haaturm.of reading and thinking ; and the hungry appetite with * 


- which I opened a volume of Tully's philoſophical works is fill 
preſent to my memory. Tue laſt review of my Eſſay before its pub 
 lieation, had prompted me to inveſtigate the nature of the gods ; my 

: ere e e gas ah Mao e 
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4s „ u 24d . AA bete or tile; Sin" which 1 vas engaged above three 
n and l bf kus the date of my common, and above two years nod „ f. 


>... 3 


from the time of our embodying, I cannot take my leave of it without ſome few reflec: = 


tions. When I engaged in it, I was totally i of its nature and conſequences. 
I offered, becauſe my father did, without imagining that we ſhould be called 


out, till it was too late to retreat with honour. Indeed, I believe it happens through- g 


out, that our moſt important actions have been often determined by chance, caprice, 
or ſome very inadequate motiye. After our embodying, many things contributed to 
make me ſupport i it with great impatience. Our continual diſputes with the duke of 


Bolton; our unſettled way of life, which hardly allowed me books or leifure-for ſtudy ; ; 


and more than all, the diſagreeable ſociety ip which I was forced to liye. 

© After mentioning my ſufferings, I muſt fay fomething of what I found agrecable. 
Now it is over, I can make the ſeparation much better than I could at the time. 1. The 
unſettled way of life itſelf had its advantages. The exerciſe and change of air and of 
objects amuſed me, at the that it fortified my health. 2. A new field of 


knowledge and amuſement open elf to me ; that of military affairs, which, both in 


my ſtudies and travels, will give me eyes for a Sow world of things, which before would 
baye paſſed unheeded. Indeed, in that reſpect L can hardly help wiſhing our'battalion 
had. continued another year. We had got a fine ſet of new men, all our difficulties 
were over; we were perfectly well clothed and appointed; and, from the progreſs our 


recruits had already made, we could promiſe ourſelves that we ſhould be one of the 
beſt militia corps by next ſummer : a circumſtance that would have been the more 


agreeable to me, as I am now eſtabliſhed the real aQing major of the battalion. But 
what T value moſt, is the knowledge it has given me of mankind. in general, and of my 
on country in particular. The general ſyſtem of our government, the metfiods of 
our ſeveral-offices, the departments and powers of their, reſpeQtive officers, Our pro- 
vincial and municipal adminiſtration, the views of our ſeveral parties, the characters, 
connections, and influence of our principal people, have been impreſſed on my mind, 

not by vain theory, but by the indelible lefſons of action and experience. I have 
made a number of valuable acquaintance, and am myſelf much better known, than 


(with my reſerved character) I ſhould have been in ten years, paſſing regularly my 
- ſuramers at Beriton, and my winters in London. So that the ſum of all is, that T 
IO IE * A vt 
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© ſobre, ' 


MEN TRS or 
* ſobre,” he 6 8 0 
C dhsclogy: and from this ich treaſury. of fact and opinions, I de- 5 
àdauced my on conſequences, beyond the holy eirele of the author. 
= > of LE 4 After this recovery I ' never relapſed into indolence; and my ex- 1 8 


EC __ ample mipht prove; that in the life moſt averſe to ſtudy, ſome hours 

. may be ſtolen, ſome minutes may be ſnatched. Amidſt the tumult 

13 5 > of Wincheſter camp I ſometimes thought and read in my tent; in 
P 5 the more ſettled quarters of the Devizes, Blandford, and ;:South=. _ 


2 


„„ 
1 


8 . ampton, I always ſecured a ſeparate lodging, and the neceſſary books; 
8 and in the fummer of. 1762, while the new. militia was raiſing, I _ 
5 enjoyed at Beriton two or three months of literary repoſe In 
forming a new plan of ſtudy, I heſitated between the mathematics | 
And the Greek language; both of Which by had neglected ſince my 
xvetutn from Lauſanne. I conſulted a learned and friendly mathe- 
” 3 matician, Mr. George Scott, a pupil” of de Moivre; and Bis map 
ek a country: which I have never explored, may | perhaps be more 
EE ſerviceable to others . As ſoon as I had given the preference to | 
1 8 the example of Scaliger and mien. reaſon determined __ 
Feet... JovaxaLy May sch, 1962.1 This was my. birth-day, 0 on 3 I . 
| the. twenty-ſixth year of my age. This gave me occaſion. to look a little into m 
and conſider impartially my good and bad qualities. It appeared to me, upon 1 
inquiry, that my character was virtuous, incapable of a baſe action, and formed for 
. + generous "ones; but that it was proud, violent, and diſagreeable in ſociety. Theſe 
| qualities I muſt endeavour to cultivate, extirpate, or reſtrain, according to their dif- * 
ferent tendency. Wit I have none. My imagination is rather ſtrong than pleaſing. 
My nemory both capacious and retentive, The ſhining qualities of my underſtanding 
are extenſiyeneſs and penetration; but I want both quickneſs and exaQtneſs.." As to gp 
my firuSon in life, though I may ſometimes repine at it, it perhaps is the beſt | 
adapted to my character. I can command all the conveniencies of life, and I can | 
command too that independence, (that firſt earthly bleſſing,) which is hardly to be met 
with in a higher or lower ſortune. When I talk of my fituation, I muſt exclude tat 
temporary one, of being in the militia. Though I go trough i with 10 8 and 5. Fs. 
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- plication, it is both unfit for, and unworthy of me. N 
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" SS. * 
on the choice of Homer, the father of poetry, and the Bible of the 8 * * 
ancients: but Scaliger ran through tlie Iliad in one and twenty days; | WOES 
and I was not diſſatisfied with my/own-diligence for performing che 3 3 
ſame labour in an equal number of weeks. After the firſt difficulties = | * 2 
were furmounted, che language of nature and harmony ſoon became 1 3 
eaſy and NN CODE e e „„ 
briſker gale and a more ſteady courſe-. an en en n ee 2 ol 5 


* 


3 1 SS e averos rede bre, ien, "appt de ut! 


. Treipu ro Pu peo L axe; wõs io 3 

H he x KUgses diarpiice usa xexeular*, Weh 4 I. 

In the ſtudy of a poet who has ſince become the moſt intimate of 

my friends, I ſucceſſively applied many paſſages and fragments, of 

Greek writers; and among theſe I ſhall notice a life of, Homer, i TY gots 

the Opuſeula Mythologica of Gale, ſeveral books of the geography | 
of Strabo, and the entire treatiſe of Longinus, which, from the title 
and the ſtyle, is equally worthy of the epithet of ſublime. My 

: grammatical {kill was improved, my vocabulary was enlarged ; and 
in the militia I acquired juſt and indelible knowledge of the firſt of 

languages. On every march, in every journey, Horace was always in 

my pocket, and often in my hand: but I ſhould not mention his two 
critical epiſtles, the amuſement of a morning, had they not been accom- 

panied by the elaborate commentary of Dr. Hurd, now Biſhop.of Wor- 
ceſter. On the intereſting ſubjects of compoſition and imitation of epic 

| and dramatic poetry, I preſumed to think for myſelf; and thirty cloſe- 
; ritten pages in folio could ſcarcely. compriſe my full and free Fr 


; hy e,, ke Wy 
FTW. aide trath. -- \ 5 
n LO © Apollo ſent them; quick they rear'd the maſt, 1 . 
7 | 4 . ſpread th'unſullied canvas to the gale, ene 
| +4 And the wind ſili'd it. Roar the fable flood „ W . 
«8 ny Around the bark, that ever as ſhe went 5 : 
pad wide the brine, and feudded OO. © Cowern's Himer. 


5 1 See Vol. I. Miſcellaneous Wan 127 
vol. "Ie | 
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Aber dis oracle Dr. Johnſon, nen dn led Reynolds de- 
EE da peat gpl SEMI waa 
or ſcience rather than another. Without engaging in a metaphyſical 

or rather verbal diſpute, I know, by experience, 'that from my early 
youth I aſpired to the character of an hiſtorian. While I ſerved-in 
the militia, before and after the publication of my effay, this idea 
ripened in my mind; nor can T-paint in more lively colours the 
feelings of the moment, than by tranſcribing ſome paſſages, under 
| their 3 9 gona Ty. from a Journal which I kept at chat me 0 


 Beriton, April 14, 1761. : £7 8 

(In a ſhort excurſion from Dover.) 1 1 | 
po. Having thought of ſeveral ſubjects for an hiſtorical compoſition, 
— 1 choſe the expedition of Charles VIII. of France into Italy. I 
&« read two memoirs of Mr. de Foncemagne i in the Academy of In- 
= ſeriptions (tom. xvii. p. 5 39—607. ), and abſtracted them. 1 
« likewiſe finiſhed this day a diſſertation, in which I examine the 
* night of Charles VIII. to the crown of Naples, and the rival 
1 2 of the Houſe of EE and en: it 275 5 ten i 
Pages, beſides large notes «Cid . 5 


| 2 N W 53 — 5 n 
EE — Winchafter cup.) „ 


cc 5 ae long revolved ſubjects for my intended hiſtorical 
A eſſay, I renounced my firſt thought of the expedition of Charles 
« VIII. as too remote from us, and rather an introduction to great 
events, than great and important in itſelf. 1 ſucceſlively choſe . 
 & and rejected the cruſade of Richard the Firſt, the barons' wars 
« againſt John and Henry the Third, the hiſtory of Edward the 
Black Prince, the lives and compariſons of Henry V. and the Em- 
« peror Titus, the life of Sir Philip Sidney, and that of the Marquis 
of Montroſe. At length I have fixed on Sir Walter gt for 
1 9 N 
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| © my hero, His eventful ſtory is varied by the [charaQters of che 
4 ſoldier and failor, the courtier and hiſtorian ;. and it may afford 


2 ſuch a fund of materials as I defire, which have not yet been pro- 
perl manufactured. At preſent I cannot attempt the execution 


4 of this work. Free leiſure, and the opportunity of conſulting 


many books, both printed and manuſcript, are as neceſſary as 
they are impoſſible to be attained in my preſent way of life. 
% However, to acquire a general inſight into my ſubje& and re- 
„ ſources, I read the life of. Sir Walter Raleigh by Dr. Birch, his 
& copious article in the General Dictionary by the ſame hand, and 
the a ee eee e 

72 boon e | z 


5 January 1563. | 
dn 2 month's abſence from the Desires) 


C CA oth J again turned my thoughts td | 


_ Sie Walter Raleigh, and looked more cloſely into my materials. 


I read the two volumes in quarto of the Bacon Papers, publiſhed 
« by. Dr. Birch; the Fragmenta Regalia of Sir Robert Naunton, 
« Mallet's Life of Lord Bacon, and the political treatiſes of that 
„ great man in the firſt volume of his works, with many of his 
letters in the ſecond ; Sir William Monſon's Naval Tracts, and the 
« elaborate Life of Sir Walter Raleigh, which Mr. Oldys has prefixed 
to the beſt edition of his Hiſtory of the World. Weener, 

9 me, and r improves upon & neaner wan oy 

* Fuly 26, 1762, , Penn 
| (During my ſummer reſidence.) ; 

- 1 am Sha of being reduced to drop my hero; but my time 
, has not, however, been loſt in the reſearch of his ſtory, and of a 
* memorable zra of our Engliſh annals, The Life of Sir Walter 
Raleigh, by Oldys, is a very poor NS a ſervile pane- 
Ado or flat apology, tediouſly minute, and —_— in a dull 
| "(OBA . and 
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” ee OG Nag wand [Bi relative to/his ſubject and 
. <:whoſe ample collections are arranged with perſpicuity and method. 


Excepting ſome anectlotes lately revealed in the Sidney and Bacon 
Papers, I know not What I ſhould be able to add. My ambition 


. 4: (excluſive of the uncertain merit of ſtyle and ſentiment) muſt be 


<; confined to the hope of giving a good abridgment of Oldys. | 


I have even the diſappointment. of finding ſome parts of this. 
RE 4 copious work very dry and barren; and theſe parts are unluckily 


4 ſome of the moſt characteriſtic: Raleigh's colony of Virginia, his 


4 quarrels with Eſſex, the true ſecret of his conſpiracy, and, above 
„all, the detail of his private life, the moſt eſſential and important 


to a biographer. My beſt reſource would be in the circumjacent 


« hiſtory of the times, and perhaps, i in ſome- digreſſions artfully i in- 


troduced, like the' fortunes of the Peripatetic philoſophy in the 


« portrait of Lord Bacon. But the'reigns of Elizabeth and James 


« the Firſt are the periods of Engliſt hiſtory, - which have been the 
« moſt variouſly illuſtrated : and what new lights could I reflect on 
a fuhject, which has exerciſed the accurate induſtry of Birch, the 
0 Uvely and curious acuteneſs of Walpole, the critical! ſpirit of Hurd, 
che vigorous ſenſe of Mallet and Robergon, and the impartial 


44 philoſophy of Hume? Could I even furmount theſe obſtacles; 


« 1 thould ſhrink -with' terror from the modern hiſtory of England, 


e every character is a problem, and every reader a friend 


« or an enemy; where a writer is ſuppoſed to hoiſt a flag of party, 
and is devoted to damnation by the adverſe faction. Such would: 


« be my reception at home: and abroad, the hiſtorian of Raleigh 


| « muſt encounter an indifference far more bitter than cenſure, or 
«. reproach. The events of his life are Intereſting ; ; but his cha · 


44. raQer--18. ambiguous, his actions are obſcure, his writings are 
« Eyglich, and his fame is confined to the narrow limits of, our 


« language and our iſland, 1 mult e a. N and more ex- 


« theme. 7 3 ĩ² Ws nals | 
was c 5 15 | | « There 


w 
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4 There is one Which 1ſhould: prefer to all others, 'The Hiftory 


5 * the Liberty H the Swiſe, of that independence which a brave 
people reſcued from the Houſe: of Auſtria, defended againſt a 

« Dauphin of France, and finally ſealed with the blood of Charles 

0 of Burgundy. From ſuch a theme, ſo full of public ſpirit, _— 


* military glory, of examples of virtue, of leſſons of government, 
4 the dulleſt ſtranger would catch fire : what might not I hope, 
* whoſe talents, whatſoever they may be, would be inflamed. with. 


« the zeal of patriotiſm. But the mäterials of this hiſtory are in- 


acceſſible to me, faſt locked in the obſcurity of an old barbarous 


German dialect, of which I am totally ignorant, and which I 


« cannot reſolve to learn for this ſole and peculiar purpoſe. | 

I have another fubject in view, which is the contraſt of the 
« former hiſtory : the one a poor, warlike, virtuous; republic, which. 
6 - emerges into glory and freedom ; the other a commonwealth, ſoft, 
opulent, and corrupt; which, by juſt degrees, i is precipitated from 
« the abuſe to the loſs of her liberty: both leſſons are, perhaps, 


* equally inſtructive. This ſecond ſubject is, The ' Hiftory" of the 


« Republic of Florence, under the Houſe of Medici: a period of one 


44 hundred and fifty years, Which riſes or deſcends from the dregs of | 
e the Florentine democracy, to the title and dominion of Coſmo de 


« Medicis in the Grand Duchy of, Tuſcany. I might deduce a. 


« chain of reyolutions not unworthy of the pen of Vertot ; ſingular 
6 men, and ſingular events; the Medicis four times expelled, and 
C as often recalled ; ind the Genius of Freedom reluctantly yielding 
6 to the arms of Charles V. and the policy of Coſmo. The cha- 
4 racter and fate of Savanerola, and the revival of arts and letters in 


4 Italy, Will be ellentially connected with the elevation of the family 


« and the fall of the republic. The Medicis (ſtirps quaſi fataliter | 
«6: nata ad inſtauranda vel fovenda ſtudia (Lipſius ad Germanos et 
« Gallas, Epiſt. vill) were illuſtrated by the patronage of learning; 


and gachaſiaſm was the moſt formidable weapon of their adver- 


6c ſaries. 
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'. 8 Jana 5 1 uo: which. 1; was making. 3 


po T continued and digeſted to-day. I don't abſolutely look on that time as loſt, but 
that it might have been better employed than in revolving ſchemes, the execution of 


which is ſo far diſtant. I muſt learn to check theſe wanderings of my imagination. 

Nov. 24.—1 dined at the Cocoa Tree with ****** ,- who, under a great ap- 
pearance of oddity, conceals more real honour, good ſenſe, and even knowledge, 
than half thoſe who laugh at him. We went thence to the play (the Spaniſh Friar)z 


and when it was over, returned to the Cocoa Tree. That reſpectable body, of which 


I have the honour of being a member, affords every evening a ſight truly Engliſh. 
Twenty or thirty, perhaps, of the firſt men in the kingdom, in point of faſhion and for- 
tune, ſupping at Hittle tables covered with a napkin, in the middle of a 'coffee-room, 
upon a bit of cold meat; or 2 Sandwich, and drinking à glaſs of punch. At preſent, 


we are full of king's counſellors and lords of the bedchamber ; who, having jumped 


into the miniſtry, make a very Gingular * of their old principles and language, 
with their modern ones. 

Nev. a6.j=Twrent' with Mallet! Gh briakfaſt wihGarcick;, and thence ta, Drury- 
lane Houſe, where I aſſiſted at a very private rehearſal, in the Green-room, of a 


new tragedy of Mallet's, called Elvira. As I have fince ſeen it acted, 1 ſhall 


defer my opinion of it till chen ; but I cannot help mentioning here the fubptiog 
verfatilivy of Mrs. Pritchard's: talents, who rehearſed; almoſt at the ſame time, the part 
of a furious queen in the Green-room, and that of a coquette on the ſtage 3 2 5 | paſſed - 


| ſeveral times from one to the other with the utmoſt eaſe and happineſs, - 
Des. 30. - Before 1 cloſe the year I muft balance my accounts hot 0. money, 
c hung of He, - 1 may divide my ſtudies into four branches: 1. Books that 1 have 


read for themſelves, claſſic writers, or capital treatiſes upon any ſcience ;. ſuch books 
28 ought to be peruſed with attention, and meditated with care, Of theſe I read the 


twenty laft books of the Niad twice, the three jrft books of the Oilyſſey, the Life of Homer, 


and Longinus ep. Tibovg. Ts Books which I have read, or conſulted, to illuſtrate the 


former. Such as this year, BlackwalPs Inguiry into the Life and Writings of, Homer, 


Burk?s Sublime and Beautiful, Hurd's Horace, Guichard's Memoires Militaires, 2 a great va- 
riety of paſſages of the ancients occaſionally uſeful: large extracts from Mezeriar, Buyle, 


and Potters and many memoirs and abltraCts from the Academy of Beller Lettres among 
theſe I ſhall only mention here two long and curious ſuites of differtations —rbe one 

' upon the - Temple of Delphi, the Ampbictyonic Council, and the Holy Wars, by M. M. Har- 
diam and de ** . Gretiaris, vid 0 Gityre, | 


and 
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The youthful habits'of cet and eee France had 
* ia my mind an ardent deſire of reviſiting the Continent on a 


 targer and more liberal plan. According to the law of cuſtom, and 
perhaps of reaſon, foreign... travel completes the education of an 


Engliſh gentleman; my father had conſented to my-wiſh, but I was 
detained above four years by my raſh engagement in the militia. I 
eagerly graſped the firſt moments of freedom : three or four weeks in 


Hampſhire and London were employed in the preparations of my 
Journey, and the farewell viſits of friendſhip and civility : my laſt 


act in town was to \applays aller. new N of Elvira t; a poſt- 
e 
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and 5 la. Barre. 3- Books of amuſement and inſtruction, peruſed at my leiſure hours, 
without any reference to a regular plan of ſtudy, Of theſe, perhaps, I read too many, 


fince I went through the Life of Eraſmus, by Le Clerc and Burigny, many extracts 
from Le Clercs Bibliatheques,, The Ciceronianus, and Cotloquies of Eraſmus, Barclay's Ar- 
genit, Teraſſon's Sethos, Voltaire, Siecle de Louis X1F. Madame de Morteuilles Memoirs, 


and Fontenelle's Works, 4. Compoſitions of my own. I find hardly any, except this 


Journal, and the Extract of Hurd's Horace, which (like a chapter of Montaigne) con- 


tains many things very different from its title. I theſe four heads I muſt this year 


add a fifth. 5. Thoſe treatiſes of Engliſh hiſtory which I read in January, with a view 
to my now abortive ſcheme of the Life of Sir Walter Raleigh, I ought indeed to have 
known my own mind better before I undertook them. Upon the eres after making 
proper allowances, I am not difſatisfied with the year. 

The three weeks which I paſſed at Beriton, at the end af this Ky 35 beginning ok 
the enſuing year, are almoſt a blank. I ſeldom went out; and as the ſcheme of my 
travelling was at laſt entirely ſettled, the hurry of impatience, the cares of preparations» 


and the tenderneſs of friends I was going to Me allowed me hardly any moments for 
tudy. 


4 JounNnaL, January I — 1763 3-4 called upon Dr. Maty in the morning. 

He told me that the Duke de Nivernois deſited to be acquainted with me. It was in- 
deed with that view that I had written to Maty from Beriton to preſent, in my name, 
a copy of my book to him, 'Thence I went to Becket, paid him his bill, (fifty-four 
pounds,) and gave him back his tranſlation. It muſt be printed, though very indif- 


ferent. * My comfort is, that my misfortune is not an uncommon one. We dined 


and ſupped at the Mallets. 
12th, I went with Maty to viſit the Duke in Albemarle Street. He is a little a 


emaciated zue, but appears to e a good * taſte and know 


a | ledge. 
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chaiſe conveyed me to Dover, the patket ent eshune ork vas 
nlp dee nee,” that 1 reached Paris en che 28h ef January 1583, 
ity hirey=fix days after the diſbanding of the militia. Two or 
three years were looſely defined for the term of my abſence; and 1 
Was left at liberty to ſpend that time in ſuch places and in ſueh a 
manner as was moſt comme to tems and Jadghenc.” I i125 
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A He offered 1 me very politely letters for Paris. We dined at our Wat 1 
went to Covent "Garden to (ce Woodward IAN; and ſupped with WONG 
| George Scotts. 

Jopnxal., Jan. rgth,. 11 8585 JI waited. upon Lady Hervey and the Duke de Niver. 
nois, and received my credentials. Lady Hervey's are for M. le Comte de Caylus, and 
Madame Geoffrin. - The Duke received me civilly, but (perhaps through Maty's fault) 
| treated me more as a man of letters than as a man of faſhion. His letters are entirely 
in that ſtyle ; for the Count de Caylus and M. M. de la Bleterie, de 8 Palaye, Ca- 
peronier, du Clos, de Forcemagne, and d' Alembert. 1 then undreſſed for the play. 
My father and went to the Roſe, i in che paſlage of the play-houſe, where we found 
Mallet, with about thirty friends. We dined together, and went thence into 
the pit, where we took our places ina body, ready to ſilence all oppoſition.  How- 
ever, we had no occaſion to exert ourſelves. Notwithitariding” the malice of party, 
Mallet's nation, connections, and, indeed, imprudence, we heard nothing but ap- 
3 plauſe. I think'it was deſerved. The plan was borrowed from de la Motte, but the 
details and language have great merit. A ſine vein of dramatic poetry runs through 

the piece. The ſcenes between the father and fon awaken almoſt every ſenſation of 
© the human breaſt; and the counſel would have equally moved, but for the inconve- 
nience unavoidable upon all theatres, that of entruſting fine ſpeeches to indifferent 

actors. The perplexity of the cataſtrophe is much, and I believe juſtly, criticiſed, 
But another defect made a ſtronger impreſſion upon me. When a poet ventures 

upon the dreadful fituation of a father who condemns his ſon to death, there 
is no medium, the father muſt” either be a monſter or a hero. His obligations of 
juſtice, of the public good, muſt be as binding, as apparent, as perhaps thoſe of the 


Firſt Brutus. The cruel neceſbity conſecrates his actions, and leaves no room for re 


pentance. The thought is ſhocking, if not carried into action. In the execution of 
Brutus's ſons I am ſenſible of that fatal neceſſity. Without ſuch an example, the 
unſettled liberty of Rome would have periſhed the inſtant after its birth. But Alonzo 
might have pardoned his ſon for a raſh attempt, the cauſe of which. was a private in- 
jury, and whoſe conſequences could never have diſturbed an eſtabliſhed government. 
He might: have pardoned ſuch a crime in any other ſubject; and as the laws could exact 
only an equal rigour for a ſon, a vain appetite ſor glory, and a mad affectation of he- | 
4oiſm, could ane hes Influenced him to exert an N and ſuperior ane | 
4 . 7 | 7 ; 8 | N | In 
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u i ben vide I psd cen she ad a ball, . 


5 „ 9,) and a much longer ſpace might have been agreeably - 


filled, without any intercourſe with the natives. At home we are 


content to move in the daily round of pleaſure and buſineſs; and a ef 
' ſcene which is always preſent is ſuppoſed: to be within our know- - 


- ledge, or at leaſt within our power. But in a foreign country, cu- 


- - riofity is our buſineſs and our pleaſure ; and the traveller, conſcious 


of his ignorance, and covetous of his time, is diligent in the ſearch 
| and the view of every object that can deſerve his attention. I de- 
voted many hours of the morning to the circuit of Paris and the 
neighbourhood, to the viſit of churches and palaces conſpicuous bx 
their architecture, to the royal manufactures, collections of books 
and pictures, and all the various treaſures of art, of learning, and of 
luxury. An Engliſhman may hear without reluctance, that in theſe 

curious and coſtly articles Paris is ſuperior to London; ſince the opu- 
lence of the French capital ariſes from the defects of its government 
and religion. In the abſence of Louis XIV. and his ſucceſſors, the 
| Louvre has been left unfiniſhed: but the millions which have been 
| laviſhed-on the ſands of Verlailles, and the moraſs of Marli, could 


not be ſupplied by the legal allowance of a Britiſh' king, The ſplen- | 


dour of the French nobles is confined to their town reſidence ; that 
of the Engliſh is more uſefully diſtributed in their country ſeats; 
"ant ve Roalil te ee "if the hours of 
architecture, the ſpoils of Italy and Greece, which are now ſcattered 
from Inverary'to Wilton, were accumulated in a, few ftreets between 
. Marybone and Weſtminſter. . All fuperfluous ornament is rejected 
by the cold frugality of the proteſtants;; but the catholic ſuperſti- i 
tion, which is always the enemy of reaſon, is often the parent of | 
the arts. The wealthy communities of prieſts and monks expend - 
their revenues in ſtately edifices; and the pariſh church of St. Sul - 
1 one of the el Aructures 3 in Paris, was built and adorned 
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by the e 3 of 1 unde Ae guiſe, Fur fill more 


in the ſequel of my tour, my eye was amuſed; but the pleaſing = 


*  vifion:cannot be fixed by the pen; che particular images are darkly - 


ſeen through the medium of fivetand- twenty years, and the nar- 
rative of my life muſt not degenerate into a book of travels . 
But the principal end of my journey was to enjoy the ſociety 


| of -poliſied' end asia people, in whoſe: favour: I was ftrongly 


prejudiced, and to converſe with ſome authors, / whoſe converſation, 


_ as I fondly imagined, muſt be far more pleaſing and inſtructive than 
their writings, The moment was happily'choſen. At the cloſe of 


ee Britiſh name was reſpected on Go,” 
| EE Clarum et venerabile nomen "ERS | 


© >» Gentibus.” | | | 
Our opinions, our falkions, even our 1 5 were 1 in 


| France, a ray of national glory illuminated each individual, and 


every Englimman was ſuppoſed to be born a Patriot and a philoſo- 
pher. For myſelf, I carried a perſonal recommendation ; my name and 
my Eſfay were already known ; 3 the compliment of having written in 


#' . 21 Perrier 1763. 1—ZAajourdhai Pai commence ma tobruse, pour voir 
les. eudroits dignes d'attention dans la: ville. PAuguy m'a /accompagns. Nous 


ſommes alles. d'abord à la bibliotheque de PAbbayg de St. Germain des Prez, on tout le 
monde ẽtoit occupe } A Parrangement d'un cabinet de curioſitẽs, ct à Phopital des in- 


valides, od le dome etoit ferme à cauſe des reparations quon y faifoit. II faut donc 


| differerlavifiteet la deſctiption de ces deux endroits. De 1a nous ſomties alles voir Pecole 
-militaire. Comme ce, batiment s ẽleve à cote des Inyalides, bien des gens y verroient un 
moyen aſſez facile d'apprecier les ames differentes de leurs fondateurs. Dans Yun 


tout eſt grand et faſtueux, dans Yautre tout eſt petit et meſquin. De petits corps . 
logis blancs et aſſea propres, qui, au lieu de 500 gentilſhommes, dont on a paris en con- 
tiennent 2 58, compoſent tout Vetablifſement; car le manẽge et les N ne ſont rien, 
Il eft vrai qu'on dit que ces batimens ne ſont qu'un echalfaudage, « qu'on doit õter, pour 
Zlever le veritable ouvrage ſur ces debris. ' II faut bien en effet qu'on n'ait” pas bat 


| peur reternite,, puiſque dans vingt ans la plüpart des poutres ſe ſont pourrics. Nous 


zettimes enſuite un coup d'oeil ſur Vegliſe de St. Sulpice, dont la * (le pretexts 
et le fruit de tant de e lotteries) veſt * encore We 
6 the 
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dhe French language entitled me to ſome returns of civility and 
gratitude, I was conſidered as a man of letters, who wrote 
for amuſement,” Before my departure I had obtained from the 


Duke de Nivernois, Lady Hervey, the Mallets, Mr. Walpole, &. 


many letters of recommendation to their private or literary friends: 
Of theſe epiſtles the reception and ſucceſs were determined by 
the character and ſituation of the perſons by whom and to whom 
they were addreſſed: the ſeed was ſometimes caſt on a barren 
rock, and it ſometimes multiplied an hundred fold in the pro- 
duction of new ſhoots, ſpreading branches, and exquiſite fruit. 

But upon the whole, T had reaſon to praiſe che national urbanity, 


which from the court has diffuſed its gentle influence to the ſhop, 


the cottage, and the ſchools. Of the men of genius of the age, 
Monteſquieu and Fontenelle were no more ; Voltaire reſided on his 
own eſtate near Geneva; Rouſſeau in the preceding year had been 
driven from his hermitage of Montmorency; and I bluſh. at my 
having neglected to ſeek, in this journey, the acquaintance of Buffon. 
Among the men of letters whom I ſaw, D'Alembert and Diderot 
held the foremoſt rank in merit, or atleaſt in fame. I ſha!l content 
myſelf with enumerating the well-known names of the Count de 
Caylus, of the Abbe de la Bleterie, Barthelemy, Reynal, Arnaud, 
of Meffieurs de la Condamine, du Clos, de $® Palaye, de Bougainville, 
Caperonnier, de Guignes, Suard, &c. without attempting to diſcri- - 
minate the ſhades of their characters, or the degrees of our connec- 
tion. Alone, in a morning viſit, I commonly found the artiſts and 
authors of Paris leſs vain, and more reaſonable, than in the circles 
of their equals, with whom they mingle in the houſes of the rich. 
Four days in a week 1 had a place, without invitation, at the hoſ- 
pitable tables of Meſdames Geoffrin and du Bocage, of the cele- 
brated Helvetius, and of the Baron d'Olbach. In theſe ſympoſia - 
the 4 8 of che table were improved by lively and liberal con- 
| | VT 2 . vereine 5 
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" than that of her rivals, and the evening converſations of M. de 
Foncemagne were ſupported by the good ſenſe and learning of the 


A members of the Academy of Inſcriptions. The opera and 
the ee I comflenally vERed; bur 0 French ene, both in 


8 » Jounxat, Nie ah, e i FAbbe de 1s Bleterie, bes - 
me mener, eher la Duchefſe C Aigvillon; je me fis ccrire ches M: de Bougainville 


que Pai grande envie de connoitre, et me rendis enſuite chez le Baron d'Olbach, ami de 


M. Helvetius.. C'ctoit ma premiere viſite, et le premier pas dans une fort bonne maiſon. 
GGFFFFFGGGG. i donne fouvent et fort bien 


3 Barthelemy eſt fort b et n'a us Fantiquaire qu'une 
tres grande Erudition. Je' finis la ſoirce/ par un ſouper tres agreable chez Madame 
Bontems avec M. le Marquis de Mirabeau. Cet homme eſt ſingulier; il a aſſez d'ima- 
. givation pour dir autres, et pas afſez de ſens raſſis pour lui ſeul. Je lui ai fait beau- 
coup de queſtions ſur les titres de la nobleſſe Francoiſe ; mais cas tot e que Pen ai pu com 
prendxe, c eſt que perſonne n NA deſſus des idees bien nettes. 

Mai 1763. Muni ))) 
- -Caytus, je Wetois imaginE que je trouverois reunis en lui homme de lettres et 
"Phomme- de qualité. Je le vis trois ou quatre fois, et je vis un homme ſimple, uni, 
don, et qui me temoignoit une bonts extreme. - Si je nen ai point proſitẽ, je Fattribue 
moins à ſon caraQere qu'a ſon genre de vie. Il fe leve de grand matin, court les 
atteliers des artiſtes pendant tout le jour, et rentre chez Jui à fix heurs du ſoir 
WWW ee 
1 FN 

"Si ces revommendations etolent” ficrilcs, Il 7 en cut Pautres que devinrent Juli 
$decnder per eur ite, arcs eden 4d es ellis mime. Dans une capitale 
comme Paris, il eſt neceſſaire, il eſt juſte que des lettres de recommendation vous 
 ayent diſtingue de la ſoule. Mais deſque la glace eſt rompue, vos connoiſſances ſe 

multiplient, et vos nouveau amis ſe font un plaifir de vous en procurer autres plus 
- Nouveaux encore. * Heureux effet de ce carattere- leger et aimable du Frangois, qui a 
Etabli dans Paris une douceur et une libertẽ dans la ſociẽtẽ, inconnues à f e et 
encore ignortes des autres nations. A Londres it faut faire ſon chemin dans les 


ARNE tf gouvrent qu avec peine. LA on croit vous faire plaifir en vous rece- 


* 


Lei on croit c en faire a ſoi-· meme meme. Auſſi VCC 
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. and comady, was FOR daily 3 Seon 1 Two 


ES actreſſes then divided the public applauſe.” For my own N 


part, I preferred the conſummate art of the Clairon, to the intem- 
perate ſallies of the Dumelſnil, which were extolled by her admirers, - 


"ae the genuine voice of nature and paſſion. Fourteen weeks in- 


ſenſibly ſtole away ; but had I been rich and independent, [ ſhould | 


.* have-prolonged, and perhaps have fixed, my reſidence at Paris. 


| Between the expenſive ſtyle of Paris and of Italy it was prudent - 
| to interpoſe ſome months of tranquil ſimplicity ; and at the thoughts 


ol Lauſange I again lived in the pleaſures and ſtudies of my early _ 4 
youth. Shaping my courſe through Dijon and Beſangon, in the 5 


laſt of which places I waz kindly entertained by my couſin Aon, 1 
arrived in the month of May-1763 on the banks of the Leman 
Lake. It had been my intention to paſs the Alps in the autumn, 
but ſuch are the ſimple attractions of the place, that the year had 
almoft expired before my departure from Lauſanne: in the enſuing _ 
ſpring. | An abſence of five years had not made much alteration in 
manners, or even in perſons. My old friends, of both ſexes, hailed 
my voluntary return; the moſt genuine proof of my attachment. 


They had been flattered by the preſent of my book, the produce of oF 


775 their ſoil; and the good Pavilliar iard ſhed tears of joy as he embraced 


a a pupil; whoſe literary merit he might Tairly impute to his own | 5 


. Fg To my old lift I added ſome new acquaintance, and among 


the firangers I ſhall diſtinguiſh Prince Lewis of Wirtemberg, the 


brother of the reigning: Duke, at whoſe country-houſe, near Lau- 
anne, I frequently dined: a” wandering meteor, and at length a 
falling ſtar, his light and ambitious ſpirit had ſucceſſively dropped 
from the firmament of Pruſſia, of France, and of Auſtria; and his 
faults, which he ſtiled his misfortunes, had driven him into philoſo- | 
phie exile in the Pais de Vaud. He could now moralize of the va- 
| nity of the world, the equality of . mankind, and the happineſs of 
2 private ſtation. His addreſs was affable and polite, and as he had 
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- Dork jo conn and. frames; e wand lee and bid des 
quence could adorn, a copious fund of intereſting anecdotes. His | 


_ firſt enthuſiaſm, was that of charity. and agriculture; but the ſage 
- gradually lapſed in the faint, and Prince Lewis of Wirtemberg is 
now buried in a hermitage near Mayence, in the laſt ſtage of myſtic 
devotion. By ſome eccleſiaſtical-quarrel, Voltaire had been pro- 


' voked'to withdraw himſelf from Lauſanne, and retire to his caſtle 


at Ferney, where I: again viſited the poet and the actor, without 
ſeeking his more intimate acquaintance, to which I might now have 
Pleaded a better title. But the theatre which ke had founded, the 
actors whom he had formed, ſurvived. the los of their maſter; and 
recent from Paris, I attended with pleaſure at the repreſentation of 
ſeveral tragedies and comedies. © I ſhall not deſcend, to ſpecify par- 
ticular names and characters; but I cannot forget a private inſtitu- 
Fon, which” will diſplay the innocent freedom of Swiſs manners. 
My favourite ſociety had afſumed; from the age of its members, the 
proud denonlination of the ſpring. (la " focittt du frintems J. It 
conſiſted of fifteen or twenty young unmarried. ladies, of genteel, 
though not of the very firſt families; the eldeſt perhaps about 
twenty, all agreeable, ſeveral handſome, and two or three of ex- 
duiſite beauty. At each other's houſes they aſſembled almoſt every day, 
without the controul, or even the preſence, of a mother or an aunt; 
they were truſted to their own prudence, among a crowd of young 
men of every nation in Europe. They laughed, they ſung, they 
' danced, they played at cards, they acted comedies ; but in the midſt 
of this careleſs gaiety, they reſpected themſelves, and were reſpected 
by the men; tlie inviſible line between liberty and licentiouſneſs was 
never trangreſſed by a geſture, a word, or a look, and their virgin 
chaſtity | was never ſullied by the breath of ſcandal or ſuſpicion. A 
ſingular inſtitution, expreſſive of the innocent fimplicity of Swiſs man- 


ners. After having taſted the luxury of England and Paris, I could not 
have returned with ſatisfaction to the coarſe and homely table of Ma- 


/ | | . dame 
| | 8 8 5 TAL IS 
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7 ates; b her huſband offended that! now Euere my⸗ 


ſelf as a penſionaire, or boarder, in the elegant houſe of Mr. De Meſery, 
which may be entitled to a ſhort remembrance, as it has ſtood above 
twenty years, perhaps, without a parallel in Europe. The houſe i in 
which we lodged was ſpacious and convenient, in the beſt ſtreet, and 
commanding, from behind, a noble proſpect over the country and the 
Lake. Our table was ſerved with neatneſs and plenty; the boarders 
were ſele&; we had the liberty of inviting any gueſts at a ſtated 
price; and in the ſummer the ſcene was occaſionally transferred to 
a pleaſant villa, about a league from Lauſanne. The characters of 
Maſter and Miſtreſs were happily ſuited to each other, and to their 
ſituation. At the age of ſeventy-five, Madame de Meſery, who 


has Larained her huſband; is ſtill a graceful, 1 had almoſt faid a 


| handſome woman. She was alike qualified to preſide in her kitchen 
and her drawing-room ; ; and ſuch was the equal propriety of her con- 


duct, that of two or three hundred foreigners, none ever failed in 


reſpect, none could complain of her neglect, and none could ever 
boaſt of her favour. Meſery himſelf, of the noble family of De 

Crouſaz, was a man of the world, a jovial companion, whoſe eaſy 
manners and natural fallies' maintained the cheerfulneſs of his houſe. 
His wit could laugh at his own ignorance: he diſguiſed, by an air 
of profuſion, a ſtrict attention to his intereſt; and in this ſitu- 
ation, he appeared like a nobleman who ſpent” his fortune and enter- 
tained his friends. In this agreeable ſociety I reſided nearly eleven 
months (May 1763— April 1764); and in this ſecond vilit to Lau- 
ſanne, among a crowd of my Engliſh companions, F knew and 
eſteemed Mr. Holroyd. {now. Lord Sheffield); and our mutual at- 
tachment was renewed and fortified in the fabſequent ſtages of our 
Italian journey. Our lives ate in the power of chance, and a flight 
variation on either ſide, in time or place, might. have deprived me 


of a N whoſe activity in the ardour. of youth was always." 
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. «Ja TILT 16, 1763; Ene %% nous cb abs; 1. MOL 
ee ignorant, et ſans uſage du monde. Sa violence lui a 
dait vingt mauraiſes affaires ici. On vouloit cependant lui faire entreprendre le voyage | 
<italie, mais **** refufant, de Ty accompagner, on a pris le partie de le W beg en 5 
Angleterre en le faiſant paſſer par Paris. ' *$9® ef! philoſophe, et fort inſtruit; mais 
froid et nullement homme d eſprit. II eſt las de epurir le monde avec des jeunes foux. 
Apres avoir rendu celui -ci a nn en 
mite dans ce pays. Quiil a raiſon}! | 

Septembre 21=*;J—Pai- efluys- une petite cb au ce eee 
. . dep etrangers,/ 06) @'awoit fait .eu- 
trevoir qu'on me le deſtinoit, et ma franchiſe naturelle ne mavoit pas permis de difſi- 
muler que je le recevroid avec plaiſir, et que je m'y attendois. Cependant le pluralite 
| des voix a donné à M. Roel Hollandois. Pai vd qu'on a ſaiſi le premier moment 
due des loix-penmettoient de balloter, et que, ſi j avois voulu raſſembler mes amis, je 
_ FauroigemportE; mb jo foie en mae tems. gps je Fouroly cn Þ x 4, trois avchg, ſha 7 
- ſonger un moment. Ma reputation baiſſe zei avec quelque raiſon, et; Pal des ennemis. 

Septembre 25%%.)—P ai paſſe Papres diner chen Madame de %. Je ne Favois 
pas vue depuis le 14 de c mois. Elle ne m'a point parls, ni n'a paru H etre appergue 
de mon abſence. Ce filence m'a fait de la peine. Javois une tres belle reputation ici 
K commence Awe confordre avec mes compatriotes 
et A mie regarder comme un homme qui aime le vin et le deſordre. 

Octobre 15 -Jai paſſé apres midi chen Madame de Meſery. Ale wouloit 
| me faire rencontrer avec une Demoiſelle Frangoiſe quielle a pris 3 ſouper; cette De- 
moiſelle, qui Kapelle Le Franc, a fix pieds de haut. Sa taille, fa figure, ſon ton, fa 
converſation, tout annonde le grenadier le plus dẽterminé, mais un grenadier, qui'a de 
 Feſprit, des connoiflances, et Yuſage du monde. Auſſi ſon ſexe, fon nom, ſon 
tat, tout eſt myſtere. Elle ſe dit+Parifienne, fille. de condition, qui veſt retiree 


: 1 


. e le e e N ee 8 
d homneur? HOES F | | 
| Lauſanne; Decembre 16%, eee eee . 
NMI. de Chandieu Villars , ma enlevẽ ce qui me reſtoit de la matinte. M. de Chandieu 5 


a ſervi en France avec diſtinction, et V eſt retirẽ ee, + rigor de camp. 
Ceſt vne homme d une grande politeſſe, & un eſprit vif et z il feroit aujourdhui a 
 ſoixante ans, Fagrement d'une ſociete de jeunes files. C'eſt preſque le ſeul Etranger 
qui ait pu acquerir CE TOI OO yen 
„ Ow 1 : 


„Tus father of Madame de Severy whole f; Mr, Gibbon oY cine find, af 
onto ne iy wor 2 ih 2 8 | 
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chree or four months would not have been eee ſpent. Mx | 


2 nes at Paris had been confined tothe ſtudy of the world, 


#1 1 5 in OP ; = | : { whe, 
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Leske Decembre 15 105 . un Dimanche de Communion. 105 | 


_ ceremonies religienſes ſont bien entendues dans ce pays. Elles ſont rares, et par I 


meme plus reſpectees; les Viellards ſe plaignent à la verite du refroidiſſement de la 
devotion:; cependant un jour, comme celui ci, offre encore un ſpecłacle tres ẽdiſiant. 
Point d'affaires, int daſſemblẽe: ee er e eee 


d'un Lauſannois. 


Decembre 31% 3 Joan un coup wil he eons what 1763. | Voyons em- 
ment Pai employe cette portion de mon exiſtence qui H eſt <coulee et qui ne re- 


viendra plus. Le mois de Janvier veſt paſſe dans le ſein de ma famille à qui i! 


falloit ſacrifier tous mes momens, parcequ ils ẽtoient les derniers dans les ſons Gun | 
depart et dans Vembarras'd'un voyage. Dans ce voyage cependant je trouvai moyen 
de lire les lettres de Buſbequius, Miniſtre Imperial à 14 Porte. Elles ſont auſſ ints- 


reffantes qu' inſtructives. Je reſtal à Paris depuis le 28 JANE juſqu au 9 Mar. 


Pendant tout ce tems je n'@tudiai point. Les amuſements m'occupoient beaucoup, et 


Thabitude de la diſſipation, qu'on prend fi facilement dans les grandes villes, ne me per- 


mettoient pas de mettre à proſit le tems qui me demeuroit. A la verite, fi Jai peu 
feuilletE les livres, Yobſervation de tous les objets curieux qui ſe preſentent dans une 


grande capitale, et la converſation avec les plus grands hommes du ſiẽtcle, Mont inſtruĩt 


de beaucoup de choſes que je n'aurois point trouv dans les livres. Les ſept ou huit 


derniers mois de cette année ont &6 plus tranquilles. Des que je me ſuis vu etabli à 


Laufanne, j'ai entrepris une Etude ſuivie fur la gfographie ancienne de FItalie. Mon 
ardeur & eſt tres bien ſoutenue pendant fix femaines juſqu'à la fin du mois de Juin. 
Ce fut alors qu un voyage de Geneve interrompit un peu mon aſſiduitẽ, que le ſejour 
de Meſery m'offrit mille diſtractions, et que la ſociẽté de Sauſſure acheva de me faire 
perdre mon tems. Je repris mon travail avec ce Journat au milieu d' out, et depuig ce 


tems, juſqu'au commencement de Novembre, j'ai mis a profit tous mes inſtans; j/avoue 
que pendant les deux derniers mois mon ardeur s'eſt un peu rallantie. Lene, Dans 


cette Etude ſuivie j'ai lu: 1, Pres de deux hvzes de 1a geographic de Strahan fur Italie 


deux fois. 2. Une partie du'deuxicme livre de Yhiſtoire naturelle de Pline. 3. Le 


quatriẽme chapitre du deuxiẽme livre de Pomponins Mela. 4. Les TItineraires d' Antonin, 
et de Jerufalem pour be qui regarde Vitalie, Je les ai tus avec les Commentaires de 
Weſſdling, &c. Pen ai tire des tables de toutes les grandes routes de I Italie, reduiſant 
partout les milles Romains, en milles Anglois, et en lieues de France, ſelon les calculs 
de M. @Anville; 5. 1 Hiſtoire des Grands Chemins de F Empire Romain, par M. 


Bergier, deut volumes in 4% 5. Quelques Extraits choifis de Ciceron, Tite Live, 
Velleius Paterculus, Tacite, et les deux Plines, La Roma Vetus de Nardini et plu- 


ſieurs autres opuſcules ſur le meme ſujet qui compoſent preſque tout le quatriẽme tome 
du Treſor des I MINE Grevius. . 7. LIalia Antiqua de Cluvier, en 
Vo. I. R 5 deux : 
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3 3 Sa Je Voyage: ds Cl. Rall ee Ten 
Saules. 9. Les Catalogues de Virgile. 10, Celui de Silias Italicus. 1. Le Voyage 
Horace a Brundufium. N. B. Fai lu deux ſois ces trois derniers morceaux. 12. Le 
Trait ſur les Meſures Itineraires par M. d Anxille, et quelques Memoires de P Academie 
des Belles Lettres. II““, On me fit attendre Nardini de la Bibliotheque de Geneve. 
Je voulus remplir ce moment de vuide par la lecture de Juvenal, pocte qui je ne con- 
noifſois. encore que de rẽputation. Je le lu deux fois avec plaiſir et avec ſoin. Hin, 
Pendant rannte Jai lu quelques journaux, entre autres le Journal Eerafiger depuis ſon 
| commencement, un tome des Nouvelles de Bayle, et les xxxv premiers volumes de la 
. . -Ribliotheque raiſonnee. IV ment, Pai beaucoup ecrit de mon Recueil Geographique de 
Flealic. qui eſt. deja bien ample ct aſlez curieux. Ven, Je ng dois point ; oublier ce 
| Journal meme qui eſt devenn un ouvrage ; 214 pages en quatre mois et demi et des 
pages des micur fournies font un objet conſiderable... Auſſi ſays, compter un grand. 
nombre d- ö tes et rajſonecs. 
Celle du paſſage d Annibal contient dix pages, et celle ſur le guerre iale en a douze. 
Mais ces morceaux ſont trop etendus, et le journal, meme a beſoin g une reforme. qui 
1ui-retraache quantit6 de pieces qui font afſez ẽtrangeres 2 fon veritable plan. Apres 
avoir un peu reflechi 12 defſus, voici quelques tegles que Je me ſuis faites ſur les objets 
qui lui canriennent. Len, Toute ma vie civile et priyce, mes 3 amuſernens, mes liaiſons, 
mes ecarts meme, et toutes mes rẽflẽians qui ne roulent que ſur des ſujets gui me ſont 
perſonels, je durfen que tout cela n eſt intereſſant que pou, mai, mais auſſi ce n'eſt 
que pour moi que j eeris mon journal. II-, Tout ce que j apprens par r Pobſervation. 
du la converſation. n ce que je tiens de per- | 
ſonnes tout à la fois inſtruites et veridiques, lorſqu'il eſt qukſtion de faits, ou du petit 
nombre de ceux qui meritent le titre. de grand homme, s il s agit de ſentimens et Copi- 
nions. n=, y mettrai ſojgneuſement tout. ce qu on peut appeller la partie ma- 
_ terielle de- mes Etudes.z combien d heures 3 Jai trayaille,.. combien. de pages j ai ecrit 
ou lu, avec une courte notice du ſujet qu elles contenoient, Iv* meat, Te ſergis fachs 
de- lire ſans reflechir ſur mes. lectures, ſans, porter des jugemens raifonnẽs ſur mes 
auteurs, et ſans ëplucher avec ſoin leurs idees et e e Mais tou: e lecture 
ne foutnit pas egalement. Ma des livres qu'on parcourt, et il y en a qu on lit il 
= y en a enfin qu on doit ẽtudier. Meg obſervations ſux ceux de la premiere claſſe no 
peuvent qu etre courtes et detachees, Hes conviennent au journal. Celles qui.re- 
gardent la ſeconde elaſſe ny entreront qu autant qu elles auront le mime caraQere, 
Ven, Mes réflkxions ſur ce petit nombre ag claſiques, qu'on. medite avec. ſoin, 
from naturellement plus approfondies et plus ſuivies. Ceſt pour elles, et pour des 
pieces plus etendues et plus originales, aux quelles la lecture on la meditation peut donner 
2 we je 5 un recueil ſepars,. Je e Mann: avec le journal 
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| manuſeiipts of ferent ages and chart Gere abet de wing | 


| two'great Benedicine works, the Diplomatica of Mabillon, and he 
FBalegrußbia of Montfaucon. I Nudied the cheory without attaln- | 


5 peo pore nk mee 
| — aon! $17 1 7 h 2 


pres regis Aa rage qui eee 5 numero 7 5 play thee avec, e tems Py 
afion de. ſa compoſition. Moyennant ces. precautions mon journal ne peut q 
— * Ce cab 'Exalt de mon tems men fera mieux ſentir le prix; it 4 
pera pur ſou; detail, Tilluſion qu'on fe fait d inviſager ſeulement les annẽts et lea mοο 
: er les heures et les jours. Je ne dis rien de Tagrément. Cen eſt un bien 
im d cependant de pouvoir repaſſer ch; ue epoque de fa vie, et de fe placer, des 
pl — au milieu de toutes les ſcenes qu'en a joub, ou qu'on 4 eu jouer. 
S Avril 1764. ete evrillẽ par Pavilliard et H- pour arrẽter une facheuſe 


* 


affaire qui i g etoit paſſce au bal apres-notre depart, © GY9%? qui faiſoit fa_cour a Ma- 


demeilele * dps long tems, voyoit avec peine as ee (ðN,g menacoit 
de le ſupplanter. ne 'r&pondoit jamais aux politeſſes de Ton rival, que par des 
bruſqueries; et a la ſin a Foccaſon de la main de Mademoiſelle e i 
contre lui le plus mal à propos dn monde, et le-traita devant tout le monde 1 i 

nent, Kc. Jai appris de Payilliard que e Jui -avoit envoys un cartel, et que la 
repbnfe de Ges ne Tayant point contents ile devoient ſe rencontrer den dee 
du ſoir. Au deſeſpoir de voir mon ami chgage dans une affaire qui ne pouveit que 
lui faire du tort, j'ai couru, chez M. de Crouſaz ol demeuroit 2. Pai bientot 
vu qu il ne lui falloit qu une explication afſez legere, jointe 2 quelque apologie de la 
part de Go pour le dẽſarmer, et je. ſuis retourn chez lui avec H****:ppur Ven- 


158 Sager a la donner. Nous lui srons fait comprendre due Taten g une yeritable tort 


blefſoit jamais Fhonneur, et que ſon inſulte envers les dames auſſi bien qu'envers **6+6 
etolt fans excuſe. Je lui ai dict un billet convenable, mis fans la moindre baſſefſe, 
que Jai ports au Hollandois. Il a rendu les armes ſur le champ, lui a fait la rẽpenſe 
la plus polie, et ma remerciẽ mille fois du ie Fun, fait. En yerite cet f 
n'eſt pas difficile. Apres diner j ai vu nos dames à qui j'ai ports une lettre Pexcuſes. 
| La mere ren veut plus a Gi mais Mademoiſelle e off defol6e du tort que 
cette affaire peut Jui faire dans le monde. Cette negociation mia pris le jour entier 
| on micux layer un j our qua ſauver la vie, peutetre a deux perſonnes, 
2 2 la HARA un = ? 1 Au reſte Jai vu au fond plus dun caracte 2 


Gees eſt brave, vrai, et ſensé, mais d'une impétuoßts qui weſt que plus” dan. 


gereuſe pour ẽtre ſupprimẽe aVordinaire, C eſt d'une ẽtourderie d enfant. De 
ter une indifferenee qui vient bien plus d'un defaut de ſenbbilite, que d'un exces 
de raiſon, J'ai congu une veritable amitie pour Fe, n a ene de * et des 
ſentimens @bonneur avec un coeur des mieux place.” | 
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Hirſt, ſtudies, idleneſs would have been leſs. pardonable: the public 
Hibraries of Lauſanne and Geneva liberally ſupplied me with books ; 
and if many hours were loſt in diſſipation, many more were em- 
_ played in ferary! labour. In the coutitry, Horace and Virgil, Ju- Ju- 
. venal, and were my affiduous companions: but, in town, 1 
formed and executed a plan of ſtudy for the uſe »of: my Tranſalpine 
expedition dhe topography of old Rome, the ancient geography of 
Italy, and:the ſcience of medals,” 1. I diligently. read, almoſt always | 
with my pen in my hand, the elaborate treatiſes of Nardini, Donatus, 
Sc. which fill the fourth volume of the Roman Antiquities of 
SGreyius, a. L next undertook and finiſhed the Talia Antiqua of 
Auverius, a learned native of Pruſſia, who had meaſured, on foot, 
every: ſpot, and has compiled and digeſted every paffage 'of the 
 quelent writers. Theſe paſſages in Greek or Latin authorꝭ 1 peruſed 
in the text of Cluverius, in td folio volumes: but I ſeparately read 
dhe deſcriptions. of Italy by Strabo, Pliny, and Pomponius Mela, the : 
8 of the Epic poets, the Itineraries of, Welſcling's Auto- 
ninus, aud the coaſting Voyage of Rutilins Numatianus; and Iftudied 
two-kindred ſubjects i in. the Meſures Itineraires of agile, and the 
deer. work of Bergier, Hiſtoire des grand. Chemins. de. P Empire 
_ Romain, From theſe materials] formed a Nan of roads and diſtances 
teduced to ou Eyglim meaſure; filled a folio, common-place book | 
With my collections and remarks on the geography of Italy; and in- 
 ferted in my journal many long and learned notes on the inſulæ and 


5 * Peat of Rome, the ſocial: war, che padlage, of the Alpe by 


Hannibal, &c. 3. After glancing my eye over Addiſon's agreeable 
dialogues, I more ferioufly read the great work of Ezechiel Spanheim 
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of theking and emperors the families and colonies; belesen 


4/1 Gull advance with: med . of this tour, in 
which — a pond eee Aue ru was 


llightly e, eee, feelings, ban wave the mibete 
inveſtigation. of the ſcenes which: have been viewed by thouſands, 
een e ee en OR ON Ech nme 


2 = Joouzar, Lauſanne, Avril — 1764-}Guiſe et moi, n nous avons Wir un 4 [hd 
excellent et beaucoup de vin i Dupleix, et 3 beaucoup d'autres. Aptes diner nous nous 
fommes Echappes pour faire quelques viſites aux , aux , et aux . Je pars. 
avec quelques regrets: cependant un peu de vin, et une gayetẽ dont j je ne pouvois 1 rendre 
taiſon, m' ont rendu une Etourderie ſans pareille, vis-a-vis de ces petites. Je leur 
ai dit cent folies, et nous nous ſommes embraſſẽs en riant. Meſery nous a donné un 
ves beau ſouper avec une partie de la compagnie du matin, muste de Bourgeois 
et de Pavilliard. Ce ſouper, les adieux ſur tout a Pavilliard, que Jaime veritable ment. 
et les preparatifs du depart, m'ont occupe juſqu'a deux heures-du: Matin. 
Je quitte Lauſanne avee moins de regret que la premidre fois. © Je rf laiſſe plus 
que des connoiſſances. C'etoit la maitreſſe et Nami i dont je pleurois la perte. Dail- 
lieurs je voyois Lauſanne avec ies jeux e novices d'un jeune homme, qui lui 
devoit Ia partie raiſonable de fon exiſtence, et qui jugeoit ſans objets de compa- 
_ raiſon- Aujourdhui jy vois une ville mal batie, au milieu 4'un-pays:-delicieux, qui 
jouit de la paix et du repos, et qui les prend pour 1a liberté. Un. peuple nombreux 
et bien Eleys, qui aime la ſociets, qui y eſt propre, et qui admet avec plaifir les 
&trangers dans ſes cotteries, qui ſeroient bien plus agreables, ſi Ia converſation ravoit. 
pas cedè la place au jeu. Les ſemmes ſont jolies, et malgrẽ leur de libertẽ, elles 
ſont, tres ſages. Tout au plus peuvent elles etre un peu complaiſantes,. dans Fidee | 
honnete, mais incertaine, de prendre un Etranger dans leurs filets. L'affectation eſt 
je pechẽ origine! des Lauſannois. Affectation de depenſe, affectation de hobleſſe, 
affeQation;d'eſprit : les deux premieres ſont fort repandues, pendant que la troifieme 
eſt fort rare. Comme ce vice ſe choque a tout inſtant avec celui des autres, Lauſanne 
ſe trouxe partagEc dans un grand nombre d'etats, dont les principes et le langage varient: 
a Tinfini, et qui n'ont de commun que leur mepris reciproque les uns pour les autres. 


Leur gout pour la depenſe &accorde mal avec celui de la nobleſſe. IIs Pæriroient .- 3 | 


plutot que de renoncer a leurs grandeurs, ou d'embraſlex Ja ſeule profeſſion qui puiſſe 
; les y foutenir. La maiſon de M. de Meſery eſt charmante: le caractete franc et 
genereux du Mari, les agremens de la femme, une fituation delicieuſe, une chere ex- 
cellente, la compagnie de ſes compatriotes, et une libertẽ parfaite, font aimer ce ſẽjour 


2 tout Anglois. Que je voudrois en trouver un  ſemblable a Londres! I regrette 
ENCOTE { Yolroyd,. mais il nous ſuit de pres. | Nt, 
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daence; and gd, che return will form the moſt proper and perſpi- 


coubus diviſion. 1. Lchimbei Mount Cenis, and defcended into the 
- plain of Piedmont, not on the back of an elephant, but on a light 


ofier ſeat; in the hands of the dextrous and intrepid chairmen of the 


Ape. The architetture and gowernment of Turin preſented the 


ame aſpect of tame and tireſome uniformity: but the court was re- 


gulated with decent and ſplendid cœcon⁰οpỹy ; and I was introduced 


to his Sardinian majeſty Charles Emanuel, who, after the incom- 


parable Frederic, held the ſecond rank (proximus longo tamen inter- 


| walls) attivog the kings of Furepe. The fize and populouſneſs' of 


Milan could not ſurpriſe an inhabitant of London: but the fancy i is 
amuſed by a viſit to the Boromean Iſlands, an enchanted palace, a 


work of the fairies in the midſt of a lake encompaſſed with moun- 
1 and far removed from the haunts of men, 1 Was leſs amuſed 


y the-marble palaces of Genoa, than by the recent memorials of her 
eranee (in December 1746) from the Auſtrian tyranny ;' and 1 
e every ſcene of action within the incloſure 
of her double walls. My ſteps were detained at Parma and Modena, 
by the precious relies of the Farneſe and Eſte collections: et 


the far greater part had been already tranſported, by inheritance or 


* -purchaſe, to Naples and Dreſden. By che road of Bologna and the 
Apennine I at laſt reached Florence, where I repoſed from June to 
September, during the heat of the ſummer months. In the Gallery, 

and eſpecially in the Tribune, 1 firſt acknowledged, at the feet of 
the Venus of Medicis, that the chifſel may diſpute the pre-eminence 
With the pencil, a truth in the fine arts which cannot on this fide of 


dhe Alps be felt or underſtood. At home I had taken ſome leſſons 


of Italian: on the ſpot I read, with a learned native, the elaſſies of 


the Tuſcan idiom: e eee e e andthe eee 55 


e Append, lee, Ke. Kl. . 
French 
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Erewchanighagn; prevented my acquiring any facility of Graking's 


and I was a ſilent ſpectator in the converſations” of our envoy, Sir | 
Horace Mann, whoſe moſt ſerious bpſineſs was that of entertaining 


© the Engliſh at his hoſpitable-table*. Aſter leaving Florence, I com- 
pared the ſolitude of Piſa with the-indoſtry of Lucca and Leghorn, 

and continued my journey through Sienna to Rome, where I arrived 
in the beginning of October. 2. My temper is not very ſuſceptible 


of enthuſiaſm; and the enthuſiaſm which 1 do not feel, I have ever 


fcorned to affect. But, at the diſtance of twenty-five years, I can 
mind as I firſt approached and entered the-eternal city. After a ſleep- 
leſs night, I trod, with a'lofty ſtep, the ruins of the Forum; each 


memorable ſpot where Romulus food, or Tully ſpoke, or Cæſar fell, 


was at once preſent to my eye; and/ ſeveral days of intoxication- 


were loſt or enjoyed before I could deſcend to a cool and minute in- 
veſtigation. My guide was Mr. Byere, a Seoteh antiquary of experi- 


ence and taſte; but, in the daily labour of eighteen weeks, the 


powers of attention were ſometimes fatigued; til} I was myſelf qua- 
| lified, in à laſt review, to ſelect and ſtudy the capital works of 
ancient and modern art. Six weeks: were borrowed for my tour of 


Naples, the moſt populous of cities, relative to its ſiae, whoſe luxu- 
rious inhabitants ſeem eee ee ee e hell- 
fire. I was preſented to the boy- king by our new envoy, Sir William 


Hamilton; who, wiſely: diverting his correſpondence: from the Se- 
; on tha Keel bene . Min ee 


wil 


=. Shel Floregce, Aue, 17647—Conci e ee nous. Nous avons 


| beaucoup cauſe, mais je ne lui trouve pas le gente qu'on lui attribute, c'eſt peutttre, "4 


parceque. les notres ne ſont pas analogues; Jentrevois de Pextrayagance dans ſes idees, 1 


de Faſſectstion dans ſes manieres. II fe plaint à tout moment de ſa pauvreté. II 


eonnoit peu la veritable A de lettres. S'il a beaucoup de ſcience, elle 
eſt bornee I la phyſique.” II wa demandé 6 Lord Spenſer ne pouvoit pas faire des 


et mẽa fait un conte de Lord Lyttelton e tes ge ſoufftir le fils) . 
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dated a e; ok ſuckinefiiagble value to che — a del 
quarian- On my return, I fondly embraced, for the laſt time, the 


miracles of Rome; but I departed without kiſſing the feet of Rezzo- 


nico (Clement III.), who. neither poſſeſſed the wit of his ns: a 
| ceſſot Lambertini, nor the virtucs of his ſuoceſſor Ganganelli. 3 yl 


: : my pilgrimage from Rome to Loretto I again: croſſed the 3 % 


. 


without inhabitants ?) 1 


from the coaſt of the Adriatic: I traverſed a fruitful: and populous 


country, which could alone diſprove the paradox of Monteſquieu, 


= that modern Italy is a deſert. Without adopting the excluſive pre- 


judice of the natives, I ſincerely admire the paintings of the Bologna 


ſehool. I haſtened to eſcape from the ſad ſolitude of Ferrara, which 
ia the age of Cæſar was ſtill more deſolate. The ſpectacle of Ve- 


nice afforded. ſome hours of aſtoniſhment ; the univerſity of Padua 


is a:dying, taper :. but Verona ſtill boaſts her amphitheatre, and his : 
native Vicenza is adorned by the claſſie architecture af Palladio: 


the road of Lombardy and Piedmont (did Monteſquĩeu. find them 
led me back to Milan, Turin, and: the paſſage 
An ents, where 1 again croſſed en in my way to 


* 


:>The: ag al foreign; vel has been [often eee een 
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| queſtion; but the concluſion muſt be finally applied to the character 
and ci circumſtances of. each individual. With the education of boys; 


where or how they may paſs over ſome juvenile years with the leaſt - 
miſchief to themſelves or others, I have no concern, But after ſup- 
poſing the previous and indiſpenſable requifites of age, judgment, a 
competent knowledge of men and books, and a freedom from do- 


» meſtie prejudices, I will briefly deſcribe the qualifications which I 
Wa moſt eſſential to A traveller. He ſhould be endowed with 
an active, indefatigable vigour of mind and body, which can ſeize 


every mode of conveyance, and ſupport, with a careleſs ſmile, every - 

Hardſhip of the r0ad, the weather, or the inn. The benefits of foreign 

80 will * with the 9 of theſe n boy 
Peat, e 
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POT FAVE thoſe: to whom 1 n me of 


framing my own panegyric. It was at Rome, on the 15th of Octo- 


ber 1764, as I ſat muſing amidſt the ruins of the Capitol, while the 


bare-footed fryars were ſinging veſpers in the Temple of Jupiter *, 


that the idea of writing the decline and fall of the city firſt ſtarted. to 
my mind. But my original plan was circumſcribed to the decay of 
the city rather than of the empire: and, though my reading and re- 
flections began to point towards that object, ſome years elapſed, and 


ſeveral avocations intervened, ane 1 was nn ee in the 


execution of that, work. 


I had not totally renounced the eee ee 5 
he letters which I found at Lyons were expreſſive of ſome impa- 


tience. Rome and Italy had ſatiated my curious appetite, and I was 
no ready to return to the peaceful retreat of my family and books. 


After a happy fortnight I reluctantly left Paris, embarked at Calais, 


again landed at Dover, after an interval of two years and five months, 


and haſtily drove through the ſummer duſt and ſolitude of London. 


On-the-25th of June 1769 L arrived at my father's houſe: and the 
five years and a half between my travels and my father's death (1770 
are the portion of my life which I paſſed with- the leaſt enjoyment; 
and which I remember with the leaſt ſatisfaction. Every ſpring 1 
attended the monthly meeting and exerciſe of the militia at South- 


Thomas Worſley, I was ſueceſſively promoted to the rank of major 


guſted with the inn, the wine, the company, and the tireſome repe- 


tition of annual attendance and daily exerciſe,” At home, the C 
nomy of the family and farm ſtill maintained the ſame creditable ap- 
pearance. My connection with Mrs, Gibbon was mellowed into a 
Nene Rr r N ene r Re the 5 3 
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vo. 1. | 97 | 8 


„ 


« CCC ²˙ſmAA : Aion oP EDT EIA LD LIENS et Rae 245 6, + gg 
a — _ _— = * * 24 — y = PIR " 
: M hots Yu 
* ddd * „ « 
* " 
* ” 
p 
* 


* 5 MEMOIRS DF. F if 


that — ed, ann 


Vviour fatisfied my father, who was proud of the ſucceſs, however 


imperfect in his own life-time, of my literary talents. Our ſoli- 


tudde was ſoon and often enlivened by the viſit of the friend of my 


youth, Mr. Deyverdun, whole abſence from Lauſanne I had ſincerely 
lamented. About three years after my firſt departure, he had emi- 


grated from his native lake to the banks of the Oder in Germany. 


The res engufta demi, the waſte of a decent patrimony, by an impro- 
vident father, obliged him, like many of his countrymen,” to con- 
_ fide in his own induſtry ; and he was entruſted with the education 
of a young prince, the grandſon of the Margrave of Schavedt, f 
the Royal Family of Pruſſia. Our friendſhip was never cooled; our 

correſpondence was ſometimes interrupted; but I rather wiſhed than 

hoped to obtain Mr. Deyverdun for the companion of my Italian 


-% 


tified by the expeRation of my ſpeedy return to England. During 


four ſucceſſive ſummers he paſſed ſeveral weeks or months at Beri> 


ton, and our free converſations,” on every topic that could. intereſt 
the. heart or underſtanding, would have reconeiled me to a deſert or 

. priſon. In the winter months of London my ſphere of know- 
ledge and action was ſomewhat enlarged, by che many new ac- 
gunintance which I had contracted in the militia and abroad 3 and I 
muſt regret, as more than an-acquaintance, Mr. Godfrey Qarke of 
Derbyſhire, an amiable and vorthy young man, who was. ſnatched 
away by an untimely death. A weekly conviyial meeting was eſta- 
_ e he PIMP | kalle Roman 
- Club * Fo * HE 162 brig #4 2401380 Wen: 


e © The members were Lord Mountſtuart ene Us 


Weadal, Palgrave, Lord Berkley, Godfrey Clarke, Holroyd (Lord Sheffield), — 
Ridley, Sir William Guize, Sir John Aubrey, Lord Abingdon, Hon. Peregrine Bertie, 
Cleaver, Hon. John Damer, Hon. George Dame g l. Sir Thomas Gaſ- 

coJgnes Sir John Hort, E. Gibbon, Le | 
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The renewal, or perhaps the improvement, of my Englidh life 
was embittered by the alteration-of my own feelings. At the age 
df twenty-one I was, in my proper ſtation of a youth, delivered 
| from the yoke of education, and delighted with the comparative 
ſlate of liberty and affluence. My filial obedience was natural gnd | 
eaſy; and in the gay proſpect of futurity, my ambition did uot ox» | 
tend beyond the enjoyment of my books, my leiſure, and my pa- 
trimonial eftate, undiſturbed by the cares of a family and the duties 
of a'profeſſion;* But in the militia I was armed with power; in my 


travels, T'was exempt from controul; and as I approached, as 1 


gradually paſſed my thirtieth year, 1 began to feel the deſire of 
| being maſter in my own houſe. The moſt gentle authority will 
ſometimes frown without reaſon; the moſt cheerful ſubmiſſion will 


ſometimes murmur without cauſe; and ſuch is the law of our im- 


perfect nature, that we muſt either command or obey; that our 
perſonal liberty is ſupported by the obſequiouſneſs of our own de- 
pendants.” While ſo many of my acquaintance were married or in 
parliament, or advancing with a rapid ſtep in the various roads of 
| honour and fortune, I ſtood alone, immoveable and inſignificant; 

for after the monthly meeting of 1770, I had even withdrawn my- 
ſelf from the militia, by the reſignation of an empty and barren 
commiſſion. My temper is not ſuſceptible of envy, and the view 
of ſucceſsful merit has always excited my warmeſt applauſe. The 
miſcties of a vacant life were never known to a man whoſe hours + 
lamented" that at the proper age I had not embraced the lucrative - 


adventure, or even the fat ſlumbers of the church; and my repent- 2 


ance became more lively as the loſs of time was more irretrievable. 
Experience ſhewed mie the uſe of grafting my private conſequence 
on the importance of a great profeſſional body; the benefits of thoſs. 
“s . 
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Aide and n by the mutual exchaiige elde and n 
From che emoluments of a profeſſion I might have derived an ample 
fortune, or a competent income, inſtead of being ſtinted to the ſame 
narrow allowance, to be increaſed only by an event which I ſincerely 
deprecated. The progreſs and the knowledge of our domeſtic diſ 
orders aggravated my anxiety, and I began to apprehend that 1 
might be left in — de Wee mY Wann, either of been n 
: inheritance. | 5 og W. 

In the firſt 8 after. wm return, whilt I Sage math | 
the ſociety of my friend Deyverdun, our daily converſations expa- 
tiated over the field of antient and modern literature; and we-freely 
Aiſeuſſed my ſtudies, my firſt Eſſay, and my future projects: The 
| Decline and Fall of Rome I ſtill contemplated at an awful diſtance: 
but the two hiſtorical deſigns which had balanced my choice were 
fubmitted to his taſte ; and in the parallel between the Revolutions ä 
ol Florence and Switzerland, our common partiality ſor a country, 
which was hir by birth, and mine by adoption, inclines- the ſale in 
favour of the latter. According to the plan; which was ſoon con- 
ceived and digeſted, I. embraced. a period of two hundred years, 
from the aſſociation of the three peaſants of the Alps to the plenitude 
and proſperity of the Helvetic body in the ſixteenth century. 1 


3 ER | ſhould have deſcribed the deliverance-and vitory of the Swiſs, who 
W  . have never ſhed the blood of their tyrants; but in a field of battle; ; 
= | the laws and manners of the confederate ſtates; the ſplendid tro- | 
4 phies of the Auſtrian, Burgundian, and Italian wars ;//aridithe wiſ- 
A dom of a nation, who, after ſome ſallies of martial adventure, has * 
1% been content to guard the 8 of; e with me: ſword. of _ - 
4 . 
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zn infuperable obſtacle, "Tha Sine Latin memorials, of bees 
I was: not ignorant, are inconſiderable in number and weight; but 
in the perfect acquaintance of my friend with the German language; 
I found the key of a more valuable collection. The moſt neceſſary 
books. were procured ; he tranſlated, for my ule, the folio volume of 1 
Schilling, a copious and contemporary relation of the war of Bur- 
gundy; we read and marked the moſt intereſting parts of the great 
chronicle of Tſchudi; and by his labour, or that of an inferior aſ- 
ſiſtant, large extracts were made from the Hiſtory of Lauffer and 
the Dictionary of Lew: yet ſuch was the diſtance and delay, that 
two years elapſed in theſe preparatory ſteps; and it was late in the 
 , third ſummer (1767) before I entered, with theſe ſlender materials, 
Ly on the more agreeable taſk of compoſition. A ſpecimen of my 
Hiſtory, the firſt book, was read the following winter in a literary 
ſoeiety of foreigners in London; and as che author was unknown, 
J liſtened, without obſervation, 'to- the free ſtrictures, and unfavour- 
able ſentence, of my judges The momentary de Wis pain- 
| ful ; 


8 iir Hume ſeems to have had a different opinion of this work. 
ain ire Fun Mr. Hou to Mr. GO hit Un n 
re I > 
|  Ivis but a few days ago fince M.Deyrerdun put your W into my W 
and I have peruſed it with great pleaſure and ſatisfaction. I have only one objec- 
tion, derived from the language in which it is written- Why do you compoſe in 7 2 
French, and carry faggots into the wood, as Horace ſays with regard to Romans 2 
who wrote in Greek? I grant that you have a like motive to thoſe Romans, and 
adopt a language much more generally diffuſed than your native tongue: but have 
you not remarked the fate of thoſe two ancient languages in following ages? The 
Latin, though then leſs celebrated, and confined to more narrow limits, has in ſome 
meaſure outlived the Greek, and is now more generally underſtood by men of letters. ORR Fe 
Let the French, therefore, triumph in the preſent diffufion of their tongue. Our * 
ſolid and increaſing eſtabliſhments in America, where we need leſs dread the inun- 9 
| get plumpancice 7. a hfog arias gation reap ace cer me rei 
guage. 05 1 65% 
Tour uſe of the French tongue has alſo led you into a ſtyle more poetical and 
Agurative, and more highly coloured, than 0 our language ſcems to admit of in hiſto- 
rical: 
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F delivered my imperfect ſheets to the flames f, and forever re- 
. nounced a deſigu in which ſome expence, much labour, and more 


time, had been ſo vainly conſumed. I cannot regret the loſs of a 
| 'the/hands of u ſtranger, uninformed- by the ſcholars and ſtateſmen, 
and remote from the libratics-and archives of the Swiſs republics. 
My antient habits, and the preſente of Deyverdun, encouraged me to 
_ write in French for the continent of Europe; but I was conſcious 
into a verboſe and turgid declamation. Perhaps I may i S thee 


may ſuſpect that the language itſelf is ill adapted to ſuſtain the 
vigour and dignity of an important narrative. But if France, ſo | 


nch in literary merit, had produced a great original hiſtorian, his 


genius would have formed and fixed the un e ee 
e e 
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recent ones, who illuminate their pi&tures more than cuſtom will permit us. On the 


hole, your Hiſtory, in my opinion, is written with ſpirit and judgment; and I ex - 
Bort you very earneſtly to continue it. The objeftions that occurred to me on reading 


eee 


| . I am, wich great eſteem, 
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number of notes. If Mr. Gibbon had not declared his judgment, perhaps Mr. 
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| .) i was in-ſearth of ms Uher and luorative employment tha my .. 
- Fried Deyverdun had:viſited England. His remittances from home 


were ſcanty and precarious. : PP 


often empty; and I bitterly felt the want of riches and power, 


which might have enabled me to correct the errors of his fortune. 
— His wiſhes and qualifications ſolicited the lation of the travelling 


governor of ſome wealthy pupil; but every vacancy provoked ſo 


many eager candidates, that for a long time I ſtruggled without 
ſucceſs; nor was it till after much application that I could even 
place him as a: clerk in the office of the ſecretary of ſtate. In a 


reſidence of ſeveral years he never acquired the juſt pronunciation 


and familiar uſe of che Engliſh tongue, but he read our moſſ dif- 
ficult authors with eaſe and taſte: his critical knowledge of our 


language and poetry was fuch as few foreigners have poſſeſſed; and 
few of our countrymen could enjoy the theatre of Shakeſpeare and 
Garrick with more exquiſite feeling and diſcernment. The conſci» 
ouſneſs of his own ſtrength, and the aſſurance of my aid, embold- 


ened him to imitate the example of Dr. Maty, whoſe Fournal Bri- 


tannique was eſteemed and regretted ; and to improve his model, by 
uniting with the tranſactions of literature a philoſophic view of the 


2767, under the title of Memoires Literaires de la Grand Bretagne, 
was ſoon finiſhed and ſent to the preſs. For. the firſt article, Lord 


Lynelton's Hiſtory of Henry II. I muſt own myſelf reſponſible ; 
but the public has ratiſied my judgment of that voluminous work, 
in which ſenſe and learning are not illuminated by a ray of genius. 


The next -ſpecimen was the choice of my friend, the Bath Guide, 


funtry. I ſtarted at the attempt: he ſmiled-at my fears: his courage 


was juſtified by ſuccels ; and a maſter of both languages will ap- 
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= b ite G nd eben nh amen of thieEnglich verſe. It is 
8 not my wiſh to deny how deeply I was intereſted in cheſe Memoirs, 


of :which-I need: not ſurely be aſhamed; but at the diſtance of more 


deere Cn. if mou be! impoſe ter ws te aſcenai ud. 


8 ion of ideas: bad caſt our ſentiments and res e Gris 


_ mould.: In our ſocial labours we compoſed and corrected by turns; 
and thie praiſe which I might honeſtly beſtow, would fall perhaps on 
| | ſome article or paſſage moſt properly my own. A ſecond volume 
| (Cor the year 1768) was publiſhed of theſe Memoirs. I will pre- 


ſme to ſay, that their merit was ſuperior to their reputation; but. it 
is not leſs true, chat they ere productive of more reputation than 


emolument. They introduced my friend 0 the protection, and 
myſelf ta che acquaintance, of the Earl of Cheſterfield, whoſe age 
aud infirmities ſecluded him from the world; and of Mr. David 
Hume, who wus under-ſectetary to the oſſice in which Deyverdun 
was more humbly employed. The former, accepted 'a dedication; | 


(April 1ach, 1769,) and reſerved the author for the future educa- 
cation of his ſucceſſor: the latter enriched the Journal with a replyß 
to Mr. Walpole's Hiſtorical Doubts, which he afterwards ſhaped 
into the form of a note. The materials of che third volume were 


almoſt completed, when 1 recommended Dey verdun as governor to 


eee a youth, l of my old Lieutenant - co- 


an cl che. can o England al ome time fe ny u 


er ; done, . r * 
deatu. 85 WET . #114 3 4 OR. b . 471 1 7 


My next a ſally of love and reſent- 


| Sect; | of my reverence for modeſt genius, and my averſion for in- 


ſolent pedantry. The ſixth bock of the Eneid is the moſt pleaſing 
and perfect compoſition of Latin poetry. The deſcent of Eneas 
e e e ee ee 
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An rtl and bonne proſpet; from the nocturnal gioom bf the 
um ar rot, bas Luna A * rd unn ank 


et r $ 7 H 44 07 AR 
Want obſcuri folk fub note per umbram, | 33 
THO CELTS tr reonitte ban 


he meridian: beigen of the Elyſian. fields; $25 Bs * __ 7101 
. ©" Largior bie attipes ther et lumine ee 8 i bas gam 


* 2411 * g nd 1:66:98; 3088! e eee 4-5 Moth 


fror n om he rams of ſimple Nature, to the dreams, rea ky ws, 1 '& wm F a 


Ny de hero through. the ivory gate, mens... Bans 
8 N 2 Talſa ad cœlum mittunt inſomnia manes, ©1: 21a 28 Der 9 
ſeems to diffolve the whole enchantment, and leaves the reader in a 


| Nate ef eold and anxious ſceptätiſm. This moſt lame and impotent 


coneluſion has been variouſſy imputed to the taſte or irreligion of 
Virgil; but, according to the more elaborate interpretation of Biſhop | 
Warburton, the deſcent to hell is not a falſe, but a mimic ſcene; 


which repreſents-the initiation of Eneas, in the character f a law- 


Ser to — \niyfterics — — a Gogular 


many at true; it was--praiſed. by all a ede aer en 


beet expoſed, in à ſpace of thirty years, to a fair and critical, dif. 
euſſion. The learning and the abilities of the author had raiſed 


him to a juſt eminence; but he reigned the dictator and tyrant of 


the world of literature. The real merit of Warburton: was degraded 


by the pride and preſumption with which he pronounced his infal- 
üble decrees; in his polemio writings he laſhed his antagoniſts with · 
out merey or moderation ; and his ſervile flatterers, (ſee the baſe and 
malitznant Eſſay on the Delicacy of. Friendſhip, ) exalting the maſter 


critic far above Ariſtotle and, Longinus, aſſaulted every modeſt dif- | 


ſenter ho refuſed to gonſult che oracle, and to, adore: the idol. In 


a land of e gerpor/ep Lag provoke a general oppoſition, 
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profeſſor of Oxford,” (Dr. Lowth,) in a pointed and poliſhed epiſtle, 


(Auguſt z iſt, 1765,) defended himſelf, and attacked the Biſhop ; | 
and, whatſoever might be the merits of an inſignificant controverſy, 
his victory was clearly eſtabliſhed by the fllent iconfuſion of War- 
burton and his ſlaves. I too, without any private offence, was am- 
beitious of breaking a lance againſt the giants ſhield; and. ia the be- 


of the year 1779, my Critical Obſeryations on the Sixth 
n che Eneid were ſent, without my name, to the preſa. In 


fliis ort Eflay, my firſt Engliſh publication, I aimed my ſtrokes 


da againſt the perſon aul the bypothefis' ef 'Biſkop Wärburton. * 

proved, at leaſt to my en ſatiefaQion, abu che antient awgivers - ; 
i e irwent abe myſteries, and che! Bhess Was never invelted 

: muh the alice af langiver: {bat i not re, a 
. bes from the Lake Averns 10 the Temple of iGores::,16hiet ſuch a 


wil 4uppolition-is equally. injurious to the poet and the nan: hut 


| if-Viagitwos: mot initiated he anuld not, if he werg he would not, 


reveal The ſecrets of the initiation: cher the anathema af Horace 


 fociaiu' ui Gt ſarrmm wulgarit, fr.) at once atteſts his owe 

ig uanince and the jnnecence of his friend. As the Biſhop ef 
_ Glouceſter and his party maintained/a Yiſcrect ſilanet, my oritical 
— _ Mſquiſition was ſoon Joſt among ue pumphlets of the da; but the 
1 5 pablic rolduvſs' was overbalanced to my tfoelings by the weighty ap- 


probation of the laſt and beſt editor of Virgil, -Profelidr Heyne of 


Gottingen, he sequieſees in my / confatgtion, and ſtiles the un- 
_ known author, deltus - - = ot elegantifimes Britannus. But I cannot 


reilt the temptation: of 'cranſcribing; the favourable jadgmeot ef Mir: 


Hayley, himfelf a-poet and à ſchblar: . An intrieate \hypotheſis, 
E eee eee eee 


ment, the Diſſertation on the Sixth Book of Virgil, remained 


eee unrefuted. —— At length, ate anom 


bus mous, 
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nn in one of the moſt zune and ſpirited 
<<: eſſays that our nation has produced, on a point of claſſieał litera 
ture completely overturned this ill- founded ediſice, and expoſed = 
the arrogance and futility of its aſſuming architect. He even 
chndeſeends to juſtify am acrimony of ſtyle, which had been gently 
blamed by the more unbtafſed German ;/ Pauli acrius qam- vell | 
Perſtriuuit vin But Fcannot-forgive myſelf the-contemptuons 
treatment of a man who, with all Bis faults, was entitled to my 
eſtoom 1 and I can leſs forgive, Ne — 
cbnetalwent of my name and character: 

| In-the fiſteen years between ay Bl th Sy or Eten | 
and the firfl-yohumie” of the Dedline and Fall, (r76t=-1776,) this 
 criticiſiv'onrf Warburton,” and fome articles in the Journal, were my 

_ fole publications.” It is more eſpecially incumbent on me to mk 
the employment, or to-confeſs the wafte of time, from my travels 
to my father's'death, an intervaf in welt I was not diverted: by 
any profeſional duties from the labours and: pleaſures of a ſtudidus 
_ life, 1. As ſoen as Þ was releaſed flom the fruitleſb tak of the 
Swils revolutions; (1768, 1 began / gradually to ahvatice” front the- 
wilk'to the hope, from the hope to tlie deſign, from the deſignu to 
the execution, of my hiſtorical work, of whoſe litnits'an@ Exterit r 
| had yet 4 very inadtquate notion - The Claſſics, as low as Tacitus; 
the younger Pliny, and Juvenal, were my old and faniiffar coin. 


* (54/9 9 Lenne E194 A. ad; 4h 


A: beende Me nenen [Ds Ran (p. as wann 
interpretation © as comp I refutcd in 2 moſt clear, elegant, and decifire 
rh inp LI, derive authority from the greateſt came; 
«! bat-to\which the-greateſt name might with propriety have been affixed." | | has 


+ The Divine Legation of Moſes is a monument; already crumbling in the duſt, 


oſ the-vigaur an weakneſs of the, hunam mind; | 16. Warburton's. new argument 


wo Ls Can aaa 


proved any thingy, it. would: be 2 demonſtration, 
people without the knowledge of a future ſtate. 


d Greek philoſophy, 1 ame © ac. "iy rite tp: 


woe 2 


720 | „ | , 8 


; ay | I 1 * . . ; ; 
3 He n ee eee | | 8 
— torꝝ i land in the deſeending. ſeries I inveltigated;; with my _ e 
A almeſfalways in my hand, the original. records, both Greek and 
3 Latin,. from Dion Caſſi —— —— | 
. 4 Trajan-tothe laſt age of the Weſtern... Czſgrs. The, ſubGdiary. 
s af medaly, and inſeriptions of geography and chronology, : ä 
LVvVoeire them on their proper obectes and I;applied the collections | 


WES af Tillemont, whoſe inimitable accuracy almoſt; aſſumes the cha- 
.cer of genius, to fix and arrange within my reach the looſe. anjẽj | 
ceatered atoms of hiſtorical information. Through, the darkneſs af I 
© | _ the middle ages L explored my:may in the Annals. and Amiguitics of | 
SE Italy of, the learned) Muzatori.; and diligently, compared/ them with | | 
— C „„ 
| Peu, till Lalmoſt graſped the ruins of Rome in the fourteenth. cen-: | 
rr thatithis final chapter mult be attained; by; - 
w=_ © Us b wbb batman wenty Fears; , Among: e books : 
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1 EN 1 1 believed, and 22 1 Mill believe, that the ES 


| = | Ggſpel, and, the. triumph. of the church, are jinfeparably.conneated,, 
= 55 wich the decline ef the Roman monarchy, I weighed the;cauſes 5 
_— and effects of the revolution, and, contraſted die tiartatives and apo- 
| logies of the Chriſtians themſelves, with the 'glances of candour or | 
ccni which dhe Pagans have calt on dhte riding feds... The Jewiſh. 
— and Heathen teſtimonies, as they are collected and.illuſtrated;/by Dr. 


| © Lardner, directed, without ſuperſeding, iny"ſearck of 'the originals ; 1 
LY F-5 and in an ample differtation” on the 'mitaculous"darki a N 


— — ! 
* 


TER GOT MTA 


paſſion, I privately withdrew, my concluſions from the ſilence of an 
uubelieving age. 1. have aſſembled the Prrparatory ſtudies, 188 
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My oY AND: IHN. 1 


i — to'iy/bitory'y bit; Ki1gaA ehetty bey Gur 
be ſpread beyond this period of my ite, over dhe twe fufnmers 
(1771 and 1772) that elapſed between my father's. death and my 
| ſettlement in London. 2. In a free converſation: with; books and 


men, it would be endleſs to, enumerate the, names and. character =: 


all who. are introduced to our acquaintance; but. in this general ac- 


quaintance we may ſelect the degrees of friendſhip and eſteem, ace _ 


chiding to the wiſe maxim,” Multum Tegere' potiue quan! milta,” 1 16 


_ viewed,” again and again, the the immortal works of the French and 


Engliſh, che Lain and Tralian'alfics, N Greek ſtudies (though 


| leſs affiduous than T'defigned)' mand ts extended my Ko. 


_ ledge of that incomparable. idiom, * Homer and Xenoption' were a 
my füpburite authors; and 1 had almoſt prepared for che preſs an 
Eſuy on the Cyropcedia, which, in 'm "own judgment, is Hot un 


happily laboured. Aſter 4 certain age, the new publications of merit 


are the ſole food of the müny; and the moſt àuſtere ſtudent will' ve 
often tempted to break the line,” for the fake of indulging hs 0 
curioſity, and of providing the topics of faſhionable currency. A More 
hs, reſpectable in motive may | be aſbgned for the third peruſal of Black! kftone's 
Commentaries, and a copious and « critical abſtradt. of that Engliſh - 
Work was my ' firſt ſerious production in my native language. 
| 7 N literary leiſure was much lefs complete and independent than 
6 might appear to the eye of a ſtranger.” In che hurry of London 1 
was deſtitute of books ; in the kolftude of Hampſhire 1 Was not 
Aer of my time. "My quiet was gradually diſturbed | by our' dn 
meſtic anxlety, ind I ſhould be aſhamed of my uifedling philoſophy, 
had 1 found much time or taſte for ſtudy in the laſt fatal wee 
(17774) of my mers decay and diffhition,'! © Om ot et 
The diſembodying of the militia at the cloſe of the war (62763) 
had reſtored the Major (a new Cincinnatus) to a life of agriculture. 
His labours were uſeful, his pleaſures innocent, his wiſhes mode- 


te, 9 to enjoy the ſtate of happineſs which is 


. celebrated 
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But ihe laſt indiſpenſable. condition, the freedom) Shs debt, was. 
wanting to m father's elicity.; aud the: vanitics of. his youth; were 
ſeverely puniſhed by the ſalicitude and. ſorrow. of his declining age. 
- return from; Lauſanne, (17 58,) bad af- | 
* foxded. bim a, partial and tranſient relief. The, annual demand ef 
E ee eee 


ee e ——— the number, and.ex- 
| hauſted the patience, of bis creditors. Under theſe painful cireum- 
e I conſented to an additional mortgage, t. 

and to, every, ſacrifice that. could alleviate. his ditre.. But he, was. 
og Lougr cxgable of ee e e 
poned not the evils themſelves, 

media maloram potize quam, mala differebar).. The: gas of ſhame, 
tenderneſa, and inceſſantly preyed on his vitals; his 
conſtitution was broken; he laſt bis ſtrength and big fight ; the a- 
pid progreſs of a -admoniſhed him of his end, and he ſunk 
into the grave on the 10th. of November 1770, in the ſixty- fourth 
Pear of his age. A family- tradition inſimuates, that Mr. William 
Law e e PORNO e e eee 
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ee Tie de firſt mortals, bleſt is he, e eee 
= Thin de; and uſury, and buſineſs free, * FI „„ GT Det 
Ig Wich his own team who ploughe the ſoll I! 
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MY LIFE AND WRITINGS. agg 
. #latus, who is ever conſident, and ever diſappointed in the chace of 
| happineſs. But theſe conſtitutional failings were happily compen- 
ted by the virtues of the head and heart, by the warmeſt ſenti- SEE 
ments of -honour and humanity. His graceful perſon, polite ad... 
refs, gentle manners, and  unaffeQted..cheerfulneſs, recommenggy © b 
him to the favour of every company; and in the change of 
times and opinions, his-liberal ſpirit had long ſince delivered him 
from the zeal and prejudice of a Tory education I ſubmitted to 
ſatisfa&on that 1 had diſcharged all he duties af filial pirt m. 
obtained, from time and retſon, u tolerable compoſure of mind, 1 
began to form the plan of an independent life, moſt adapted to my 
circumſtances and inclination. Yet ſo intricate was the net, my ei- 
- forts wete ſo auh ar! and -fecble, that nearly: two years (November 
17 - Oc ober 1772) were ſuſſered to elapſe before 1 could diſen- 
| tangle en een to ep e ee, ee 


my new ſitustion was briginemed by hope; my ſtay in London was 
prolonged imo the ſummer ; and the uniformity of the ſummer was 
docaſſonally broken by viſits and emcurſions at a diſtance from home. 
The gratification of my deſires (chey were not immoderate) has been 
ſeldom diſappointed by the want of money or credit; my pride 
was never inſulted by the viſit of an importynate tradeſman; and 
my tranſient anxiety for the paſt or future bas been diſpelled by the | 
ſtudious er ſocial-occupation of the - preſent hour. My conſcience 
does not aceuſe me of any act of extravagance or injuſtice, and the 
5 remnant of my eſtate affords an ample and honourable proviſion for 7 
my declining age. I ſhall not expatiate on my _ceconomical affairs, £1 
Which cannot be inſtructive or amuſing to the reader, It is a rule 
| . Ane n 
\ | | "A i yy the 
| | 8 TT « 


I 20 MEMOS JF 1 „ 
= = | SE 5 „ ee . | * 235 
3 ener pity: of ſtrangers; for envy is productive of era . 


SR bY Pity'\bonders too nearly on contempt. Yet I may believe, and even 
=: aſlſert, that in circumſtances more eee Rooks + 
nmaexver have accompliſhed the taſk, or acquired the fame, of an hij. 
wdweotiagg cheat ay (putt would have been broken by poverty and eon * 
 *  _ teniph aud dat my induſtry! might have been relaxed/in dhe labour | 
3 | ne TD ; 8 e luxury'of : a ſuperfluous fortune. iini de EST art. 
AA Thadmnow attzited thi firvoF/carthly. bleſſings independence: 1 5 


W e eee ee eee nor wn deceived 
3 5 e che day r eee theeirele 
_— ef ny acquaintatice; the number of my:dead and living companions; 
EE, ws enlarged. To s lover of books, the hops and-fales-of London 
BE: required a various und growing Rock of material.” The thilita; my 


1 the Houſe of Commons; the fame of an author, contributed 
e mp my conne ions: 1 was choſen a member of the fuhion- 
Ahle clubs; and, before I left England in 1783, there e. : 
ions of any eminence in the literary or political worid uo Wh. ! | 

=. _ was x firanger*, It would moſt aſſuredly be in my power to amuſo 


tte reader with a. gallery of portraits and a colleſtion of anecdotes. 
Bu bare aways condemned the praftice. of transforming u private 
muenze into a vehicle of ſatire or pfaiſe. By my on choice 1! 
3 EEC ˙²˙ a 15 


r patic, compatiy of Boadles, Wiles, and Brooke, | | 
3 N | 1 muſt honourably diſtinguiſh 2 weekly ſociety, which was inſtituted in the yer 1964, = "5 | 

: 204 which ſtill continues to flouriſh OS WON Cn 5 

= eg Life. of Johnſon, p. 415. Boſwell's Tour to the Hebrides, NN), The names of 

wo hens ' Dr. Johnſon, Mr. Burke, Mr. Topham Beauclerc, Mr. Cake Goldimith, Sir 


| „ E e ee 3 
| Vs and his: brogher Mr. Thor Wario, Dr. Burney, 0. For | N d luminous 
conſtellation of Britiſh an. 2 . 2 N 42 * 1 5 f i 


MY LIFE AND, WRITINGS. Es us 
deſirous of breathing the air ofthe country I poſlſſed 40 ſpitable F 


tetreat at Sheffield-place in Suſſex, in the family of my valuable 


friend Mr. Holroyd, whoſe character, under Gs: e Lord 


Sheffield, has ſince been more conſpicuous to the public. 


No ſooner was I ſettled in my houſe and library, than 1 $65 5 
took the compoſition of the firſt volume of my Hiſtory. At the 


outſet all was dark and doubtful; even the title of the work, the 


true æra of the Decline and Fall of the Empire, the limits of the 
introduction, the diviſion of the chapters, and the order of the nar- 


rative; and I was often tempted to caſt away the labour of ſeven 


years.” The ſtyle of an author ſhould be the image of his mind, but | 
the choice and command of language is the fruit of exerciſe. Many 


@xperiments were made before I could | hit the middle tone between 


a dull chronicle: and a rhetorical declamation : three times did I com- 
poſe the firſt chapter, and twice the ſecond and third, before Twas 
tolerably fatisfied with their effect. In the remainder of the way I 
vanced with a more equal and eafy pace; but the fifteenth" and 
teenth chapters have been reduced by three ſucceſſive reviſals, from 
EE Ta ek, and they might ſtill be com- 


preſſed, without any loſs of facts or ſentiments. An oppoſite fault 
may be imputed to the conciſe and ſuperficial narrative of the firſt 


reigns from Commodus to Alexander; a fault of which I have never 


8 heard, except from Mr. Hume in his laſt journey to London. Such 
an oracle might have been cofſulted and obeyed with rational de- 


votion; but I was ſoon diſguſted with the modeſt practice of read Be: 
ing the manuſeript to my friends. | Of ſuch friends ſome will 


- | praiſe ftom politeneſs, and ſome will criticiſe from vanity. The 


author himſelf is the beſt judge of his own performance; no one has 
ſo deeply meditated on the . no one is bod N 2 29225 | 


in the event. 


By the friendſhip: of Mr: 8 Lord) 005 who bad married my 


firſt couſin, I was returned at the general ee * the boroughs 2 
. 2 8 To. 


« | 
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—_— del Leiber 15 took uy ben at SOON mietw6rable - 
Bn: 6 1 0 4 Untere al filent vote, the rights, thought noi, Tek the 
intereſt, of the mother country. After a fleetit ſive hope, pru- 

123 ute condemned me to acquieſce in the humble ſtatzon of a mute. 
EE, Ly was: not is 5 Nature . wht; ee n e 4 


J e eee 

bdeosmragedd the trial of my voice c. But 1 affiſted at the debates of a | 
24 5 Free aſſembly; I liftened to che attack and defence of eloquence and 
reaſon; Lhad.a near proſpect of the characters, views, and paſſions 
a ef the rſt men of the age. The cauſe. of government was ably | 
muiacicated by Lord North, a ſtateſman of ſpotleſs integrity, a con- 
. __ » wGummate,maſter.of debate, who could wield, with equal dexterity, 

. - the arms of reaſon and of ridieule. He was ſeated on the Treaſury- | 
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e ide law and ſtate, magic pures quam fimiles; and the miniſter might 
_—_ indulge in a ſhort lumber, whilſt he was upholden on either hand 
EE. „ e majeſtie ſenſe of Thurloav, and the ſkilful eloquence of Wedder-. 
DRE nent Feat From the adverſe fide of the houſe an argent and powerful | 


\ 1 N 5 , . oppoſition was ſupported, by the lively declamation of Barre, the 
= „„ legal acuteneſs of Dunning, the profuſe and philoſophic faucy of . 


Bure, and the argumentative vehemence of Fox, Who in the con- 


= 1 5 Aut of a party approved himſelf equal to the conduct of an empire. 
A French Rech ef Mr. Gibbon's Life, written by himſelf, probably for the iits- 


of ſome foreign journaliſt, or tranſlator, contains no fact not mentioned in his _ N 
_ . Life, He there deſctibes himſelf with his uſual candour. Depuis huit ans il a.affiſts 
aun deliberations les plus importantes, mais il ne geſt jamais trouve We ni le talents 
de parler dans une afſemblee publique. This ſketch was written before the publication 
| | vf his chree laſt volumes, as in cloſing it he ſays of his Hiſtory : Cette entrepriſe lui de- 

. | mande encore pluſieurs annees d'une application ſoutenue; mais quelqu en ſoit le weed, 5 
55 . 11. ⁵ wu ot toujourd reanifes, 
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Mur LIFE AND WRITINGS, 1 0 


By <a ee operation: of peace 4 war, Aery principle 
of juſtice or policy, every queſtion: of authority and freedom, was 
attacked and defended ; and the ſubje of the momentous conteſtt 
wn che union or ſeparation of Great Britain and Ameriea. The- TE 
eight ſeſſions that I ſat in parliament were a ſchool of civil _ 
dence, the firſt and moſt eſſential virtue of an hiſtorian. He, | 
The volume of my Hiſtory, which bad been cer eat. 
| by the novelty, and tumult of a firſt ſeſſion, was' now ready for: 
the preſs. , Aﬀer the perilous adventure had been declined. by my | 
friend, Mr. -Elmſly, I agreed, upon eaſy terms, with Mr. Thomas 
Cadell, a reſpetable bookſeller, and Mr. William Strahan, an mi- 
nent printer; and they undertook. the care and riſk of the publiea- 
tion, which derived more credit from the name of the ſhop than | 
from that of the author. The laſt revidal of the proofs. was ſub- j 
mitted to my vigilande ;; and many blemiſhes of Kyle, which had. 
been inviſible in the manuſcript, were diſcovered and corrected in 
the printed ſheet. So moderate were our hopes, that the original' 
| _. impreffion had been ſtinted to five hundred, till the number was 
MH, doubled by the prophetic taſte of Mr. Stralan. 'Diiririg this awful 
3 interval I was neither elated! by the amnbition of fame, nor depreſſed 
by the apprehenſion of contempt. My diltgerice and accuracy were 
| atteſted by my own conſcience. FIiſtory is the moſt popular ſpecies 
of writing, ſince it can adapt itſelf to the higheſt or the loweſt ca- 
pacity:” Þ had choſen an illuſtrious ſubject. Rome is familiar" to 
che '{clivol-boy! and the: ſtateſman; and my narrative was. deduced 
from the laſt period of claſſical reading. I had likewiſe flattered 
Es HE myſelk, chat an age of light and liberty would receive, without ſcan- | 
dal, an inquiry into 9 0 et 3 * the e een __ eftabliſh- 
ment ef Chiifttanity. | ._ 
I Amt at à 10.8 how to Ane the ſccelt of the work, ak Bee” | 3 
betraying the” vanity of the writer. The firſt impreſſion was ex- : | 
bauſted in a few days; a fecond and third edition were ſcarcely 
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Bi, invaded Pa the EN of Dublin. © ls book was on every a 
Aud almoſt on every toilette; the hiſtorian was erowned by the taſte 
| | or Radion of che day; nor was the general voice Gſttted by the 
- _ _ barking of any profane critic. ' The favour of mankind is moſt freely 
bdeſtowed on a new acquaintance of any original merit; and the 
__ = 24 mutual ſurprize of the public and their favourite'is is productive of 
1 ES | thoſe'warm ſenſibilities, which at a ſecond meeting'can no longer be 
5 rehindled. If I liſtened to the muſic of praiſe, I was more ſeriouſſy 
8 ſatzefied with the approbation of my judges. The candour of Dr: 
Vo bertſon embraded his diſeiple. A letter from Mr. Hume overpaid 
5 ee eee ed, f Wood: f e 
5 eee eee eee Britiſhi hiſtorians. wa 
Tust curious and original letter will amuſe the reader, and his 
F Fr e teen communication en nee eb 


8 : denn po S595 Dor oe on Hy $4528 OTE Tg 409 ink tek; et! 
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ES J ĩ on ae fog ol edt: 18 2 
=p 1 « | Dean "HE . March 1776 
_ * 1 ran through/your wah g with great avidity and. 
=o e 1 cannot forbear diſcovering ſomewhat of the ſame impa- 
Es ©. - Hence in returning you thanks for your agreeable preſent, and expreſſ- 
A2ZAlng the ſatisfaction which the performance has given me. Whether 
* conſider the dignity of your ſtyle, the depth of your matter, or the 
ee.̃.1.tcenſweneſ of your learning, I muſt regard the work as equally. 
6 . the objeRt of eſteem; and I own that if I had not. previouſly had 
_ the bappineſs of your perſonal acquaintance, ſuch a performance 
| from an Engliſhman in our age would have given me ſome ſurprize. 
5 _ Lon may ſmile at this ſentiment; but as it ſeems to. me that your 
5 | countrymen, for almoſt a whole generation, have given themſelves 
RESI vp to barbarous and abſurd faction, and have totally neglected all 
N 5 "ws letters, I no longer expected any valuable production ever to: 
V]? come from them. Thoow it vin give you plealure (a it did ane) 
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. this e eee in de ad- 


miration of your nen enen eee, 
tinuing it. e ee | 


is When hicard of pen e ee eee 5 
I own I was a little curious to fee how you; would extricate yourſelf _ 


from the ſubje& of your two laſt chapters. I think you have ob- 


| ſerved a very prudent temperament ; but it was impoſſible to treat 
the ſubject ſo as not to give grounds of ſuſpicion againſt you, and Pf 


you may expect that a clamour will ariſe. This, if any thing, will 
retard your ſucceſs with. the public; for in every other reſpect your 


decline, the prevalence of ſuperſtition in England prognoſticates the 
fall of philoſophy and. decay of taſte; and though nobody be more 


eee G s b Os vou will , b a fruggle | 


in your firſt advances. i ene at 
22 tans det ras dagbblomc oamchedtge 


| ee poems of Oſſian. Lou are certainly right in ſo doing. It is 
indeed ſtrange that any men of ſenſe could have imagined it poſſible, 
chat above twenty thouſand verſes, along with numberleſs hiſtorical 

facts, could have been preſetved by oral: tradition during fifty gene- 


rations; by the rudeſt, perhaps, of all -the European nations, the. 


moſt neceſſitous, the moſt turbulent, and the moſt unſettled. Where 
A euere is ſo eontrary to common ſenſe, any poſitive evidence 


it ought never to be regarded: Men run with. great avidity to 


eee, what flatters their paſſions and their 
national prejudices. Tou are therefore over an 


us in ſpeaking of the matter with: heſitation... | - 

] muſt inform you that we are all very tnaibus: to His 
ave fully-colle@Qed'the materials for your ſecond volume, and that 
you are even conſiderably advanced in the compoſition of it. I ſpeak: 
this' more in the name ef my friends than ĩimmy on; as I cannot. 
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Ce publication: ef ir. Four enſuing 


 vitatione of: M. and! Madame Necker, who ha viſited England in 
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OF:..- 22 


volume will be more delicate than the preceding, but I truſt in your 
prudence for extricating you from the difficulties ; e e Hs 
venta, vou have: courage-to e ee clamour of n 

S Lam, ee * 41H 1h Ak "ON . 
oo oh 55 7 . Dear Sir, EO TOON TIT S608 211% 
os FOES Your” moſt bete, a ih Kumble S | 7 
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Some werks aſterwards 1 had: the ade pteafure of ſeeing 
Mr! Hume in his paſſige throngh London; His body feeble, his - 
mind firm.” On tlie 2 tir of Auguſt of the moral on (1776) i he 
dnl N brane of of. dees ac oo Whos b 


N . 
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the preceding ſummer. On my arrival I found N. Necker Dire 
general of the finances, in the firſt bloom of power and popularity. 
His private fortune enabled him to ſupport a iberat eftabliſhment ;; 
and his wife, whoſe talents and virtues I had long admired, was ad- 
mirably qualified to preſide in the converſatibn of lier table and 
drawing - room. As their friend, I was introduced to the beſt com- 
pany of both ſexes ; to the foreign miniſters of all nations, and to 
the firſt na —— pers r h mee, der | 
———— —— — The : 
faſhionable ſuppers often broke into the morning hours; yer I oc. 
ſionall: conſulted the Royal Library, and that of the Abbey of . 
8. Germain, and in the free uſe of their books” at home, I had 
always reaſon to praiſe the liberality-of thoſe inſtitutions. The ſo- 
e man of leere I: age nod nor declined ; but I was 
. pppd 0 On. 
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happy in the noquaintance of M. de Buffon, who united with a ſo- 5 | 


blime genius the moſt amiable ſimplicity of mind and manners. 
At the table of my old friend, M. de Foncemagne, I was involved 
in a diſpute with the Abbe de Mably; and his jealous traſcible ſpirit 
m ee bs COON: | 
nay, 
| "Rs Tanight be i ay; e e | Chal erabderibe the s. 
after unknown oritic, obſerving only, that this diſpute had been 
preceded by another on the Engliſh conſtitution, at the houſe of the 
men an old Janſeniſt lady. e e 
Vous étiez chez M. de Foncemagne, ee 3 
que M. f Abbẽ de Mably et M. Gibbon y dinerent en grande com- 
< pagnie. La converſation Toula preſque entièrement ſur I hiſtoire. 
L Abbé etant un profond politique, la tourna ſur Vadminiftration, 
mgquand on fut au deſert: et comme par caraQtere, par humeur, 
< par 1habitude Tadmirer Tite Lave, il ne priſe que le fyfteme re- 
wy il ſe mit à wanter Fexcellence des republiques; bien 
| —— ini canine AgjloioFapguenuarait conttatt et aderthuratr 
la profondeur de genie qui avoit fait deviner tous ces avantages a 
un Frangois. Mais M. Gibbon, inſtruit par experience des in- 
« conveniens d'un gouvernement populaire, ne fut point du tout de 
ſon avis, et it prit genereuſement la defenſe du gouvernement mo- 
*narchique. L. Abbé voulut le convaincre par Tite Live, et par 
quelques argumens tirés de Plutarque en faveur des Bpartiates. 
M. Gibbon, douẽ dela memoire la plus heureuſe, et ayant tous les 
faits preſens à la penſce, domina bien; tot la converſation; FAbbe ſe 
_ © facha, il s emporta, il dit des choſes dures; J Anglois, eonfervant le 
* philegme de ſon pays, prenoit ſes avantages, et preffoit Abbé avee 


4 d'autant plus de ſucces uE la colere le traubloit de plus en phus. 


La eonverſation 8'echauffoit, et M. de Foncemagne la rompit en fe 
© levant de table, et — : ne fut tent 
« de 


n MEMOIRS _— M1 
de la resse Supplement 
PF e es mm nate 
| eee lapſed. eee debe eee my firſt 
and the commencẽment of my ſecond volume; and the cauſes muſt 
be aſſigned of this long delay. 1. After a ſhort holiday, I indulged 
my curioſity in ſome ſtudies of a 1 nature, a courſe of 
anatomy, which was demonſtrated by: Doctor Hunter; and ſome 
. chymiſtry, which were delivered eee The 
Principles of theſe ſciences, andi taſte for books of natural hiſtory, 
canis) to multiply my ideas and images; and the: 'anatomiſt and 
chymiſt may ſometimes track me in their own ſnow. 2. Idived, 
1 too deeply, into the mud of the Arian controverfy; and 
many days of reading, thinking, and writing were conſumed in the 
purſuit of a phantom. 3. It is difficult to arrange, with order and 
_  peripichity,; the various tranſaftions of the age of Conſtantine; and 
Jo much was E diſpleaſed with the firſt eſſay, that I committed to the 
flames above fifty ſheets.” 4. The ſiæ months of Paris and pleaſure 
muſt be deducted from the account. But when I reſumed my taſk 
A felt my improvement j I was nom maſter of my ſtyle and ſubject, 
id while dlic-mieaſure e e ith e n. Edit. 


513, HE e ) ⁵˙ QU rc b.ouqrr,;f 
1 * fg ies oi Br La the Abbe de Mably, (ke his Tloge by the Abbe 
Briard.) che Principes du droit public de P Europe, and the firſt part of the Oher vation fur 
T Hiſtoire de France, may be deſervedly praiſed; and even the Manizre M errire  Hiftoire 
contains ſereral uſeful precepts and judicious remarks. - Mabiy was a lover of virtue 
and freedom; but his virtue was auſtere, and his freedom was impatient of an equal. 
Kings, magiſtrates, riobles, and ſucceſsful writers, were the obſekts of his contempt, 
or hatred, or envy; but bis illiberal abuſe of Voltaire, eee eee 
KReynal, Dr. Robertſon, and ruuri guami, can be injurious only to himſelf. ? 
. .., * Eft il rien de plus faſtidieux (ſays the polite Cenſor) qu un M. Gibbon; * 
« fon eternelle Hiſtoire des Empereurs Romains, ſuſpend 3 chaque inſtant ſon inbpide et 
lente narratzon; pour vous expliquer la cauſe de faits que vous alle lire?” ' (Manizre 
Joerire k p.84. See another paſſage, p. 280% Vet I am indebted to the 
Abbe de ably for two ſuch advocates as the anonymous French Critic and my friend 
1 ap e's — i Vol. ii. p. 6—363) 
1 covered 


— 
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Ohre leſs reaſon to cancel or correct. It has always been my 


practice to caſt a long paragraph in a ſingle mould, to try it by my 

_ car, to depoſit it in my memory, but to- ſuſpend the action of the 
pen till I had given the laſt poliſh to my erk. Shall I add, chat 1 
never found my mind. more vigorous, Wii 


| my compoſition more 
+ . happy, than in the winter hurry of ſociefymand parliament ? 
Had I believed that the majority of Engliſh readers were ſo fondly 
attached even to the name and ſhadow of Chriſtianity ; had I foreſeen 
that the pious, the timid, and the prudent, would feel, or affect to 
feel, with ſuch exquiſite ſenſibility ; I might, perhaps, have ſoftened 
the two invidious chapters, which would create many enemies, and 
conciliate few friends. But the ſhaft was ſhot, the alarm was ſounded, 
and I could only rejoice, that if the voice of our prieſts was clamo- 
rous and bitter, their hands were diſarmed from the powers of per- 
ſecution. I adhered to the wiſe reſolution of truſting myſelf and 
my writings to the candour of the public, till Mr. Davies of Oxford 
preſumed to attack, not the faith, but the fidelity, of the hiſtorian. 
My Vindication, expreſſive of leſs anger than contempt, amuſed for 
a moment the buſy and idle metropolis; and the moſt rational part 
of the laity, and even of the clergy, appear tq have been ſatisfied 
of my innocence and accuracy. I would not print this Vindication in 
- quarto, left it ſhould be bound and preſerved with the hiſtory itſelf. At 
the diſtance of twelve years, I calmly affirm my judgment of Davies, 
Chelſum, &c. A victory over, ſuch antagoniſts was a ſufficient hu- 
miliation. They, however, were rewarded in this world; Poor 
Chelſum was indeed neglected; and-I dare not boaſt the making 
Dr. Watſon a biſhop ; he is a prelate of a large mind and liberal 
ſpirit ®*: but I enjoyed the pleaſure of giving a Royal penſion to 
| Mr, Davies, and of rolling Dr. Apthorpe to an e ee living. 
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| 1 „ Arian v, and Milner 


ever, was graced with 
Sir David Dalrymple, A = 


the Methodiſt +4: with many others, whom it would be difficult to 


remember, and tedious to rehearſe, , The liſt of my adverſaries, how- 
more reſpectable names of Dr. Prieſtley, 
White; and every Palm of either 


univerlity, diſcharged : Fr. | 
netrable ſilence of the e 1 In his. Hiſtory of the 
Corruptions of Chriſtianity, Dr. Prieſtley threw down his two gaunt- 


lets to Biſhop Hurd and Mr. Gibbon. I declined the challenge i in a 


letter, exhorting my opponent to enlighten the world by. his philo- 


ſophical diſcoveries, and to remember that the merit of his prede- 
ceſſor Servetus is now reduced to a ſingle paſſage, which indicates the 


{maller circulation of the blood through the lungs, from and to the 
heart f. Inſtead of liſtening to this friendly advice, the dauntleſs 


| Philoſopher of Birmingham continued to fire away his double bat- 


tery againſt thoſe who believed too little, and thoſe who believed to 


much. From my replies he has nothing to hope or fear: but 


Socinian ſhield has repeatedly been pierced by the ſpear of Horſley," 
and his trumpet of ſedition TY, at length awaken the ef " fa 
| ew pate; Lay 463 ata 
The. profeſſion _ = of Sir David CIR 1 a, Tod of 125 
Seſſion) has given a more decent colour to his ſtyle. But he ſeru- 


4 x 4.43 


The ſtupendous title, Thoughts on the Cauſes of 2. grund -Apoſtacy, at firſt agitated 


| 'niy nerves, till I diſcovered that it was the apoſtacy of the whole church, ſince the 


Council of Nice, from Mr. Taylor's private religion. His book is a thorough mix- 


ture of high enthuſiaſm and low N 51 wy Millenium i is a nee 


8 his ereed. 


1 From his 3 at Kingſton upon Hull, Mr. Joſeph Milner: -Pronounces.. 


an anathema. againſt all rational religion... His faith is a divine taſte, a ſpiritual in- 


ſpiration 3 bis church is a wyſtic and inviſible body: the natural Chriſtians, ſuch aa 
Mr. Locke, who believe and i a8 the Scriptures, are, in his judgment, no better. 


than profane infidels. 


Aſtruc ben gage Gr, tom. i. mb 79+ — Letters CXIX 


Bite 


a, 
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b has; ſeparate paſſage of dig tee chapters with the: dry mi- 
nuteneſs of a ſpecial pleader; and as he was always ſolicitous to 


make, he may have ſucceeded ſometimes in finding, a flaw. In his 5 | 


Annalb of Scotland, he has ſhewn ma Whgent colleQor and an 
accurate critic. | | 
I have praiſed, and I ful praiſe, the ak Wien hich were 
preached in St. Mary's pulpit at Oxford by Dr. White. If he aſ- 
faulted me with ſome degree of illiberal acrimony, in ſuch a place, 
and before ſuch an audience, he was obliged to ſpeak the language 
of the country. I ſmiled at a paſſage in one of his private letters to 
oo Badcock ; | The part where we encounter Gibbon 1 * 
brilliant and ſtriking.” _ | 
In a ſermon boa bats e eee Dad Ed- | 
wards complimented a work, which can only periſh with the 
* language itſelf; and efteems the author a formidable enemy. He 
is, W aftbailhe) tus more de g aid: e hay ot been 
ſhewn in the defence of Iſrael; that the prelates and dignitaries of 
the church (alas, good man!) did not vie with each other, whoſe 

ſtone ſhould fink the deepeſt in the forehead of this Goliah. _. 
| « But the force of truth will oblige us to confeſs, that in the at- 
„ tacks which have been levelled againſt our ſceptical hiſtorian, we 
| © can diſcover but ſlender traces of profound and exquiſite erudition, 
« of ſolid criticiſm and accurate inveſtigation; but we are tos fre- 
4 quently diſguſted by vague and inconcluſive reaſoning; by unſea- 
* ſonable banter and ſenſeleſs witticiſms ; by imbittered bigotry and 
« enthuſiaſtic jargon ; by futile. cavils and illiberal invectives. Proud 
and elated by the weakneſs of his antagoniſts, he condeſcends not 

« to handle the ſword of controverſy 2 

Let me frankly own that I was ſtartled at the erſt diſcharge a 
eccleſiaſtical ordnance ; but as ſoon as I found that this empty noiſe 
was miſchievous only in the intention, my fear was converted into 
i . * Monthly Review, OR. 1790. | | 

. indignation; 


* 7 Iz 4 AC E + INT 
> 4 2 ER 9 
"I 7 * T L 

8 O'S $ 
s „ T ** 

0 8 

— 1 

* 


urmolks or . 


8 Saber Kern f dage- o ag ka long 
dbdauee fublided in pure and placid indifferencte. 
A The proſecution of my hiftory was ſoon afterwards checked by 
mother controverſy of a very different kind. At the requelMof the 
Es > Lord Chancellor, and of Lord Weymouth, then Secretary of State, 
J vindicated, againſt the French manifeſto, the juſtice of the Britiſh 
arms. The whole correſpondence of Lord Stormont, our late am- 
baſſador at Paris, was ſubmitted to my inſpection, and the Memoire 
. * Fuſtificatif, which I compoſed in French, was firſt approved by the 
Cabinet Miniſters, and then delivered as a ſtate paper to the courts 
of Europe. The ſtyle and manner are praiſed by Beaumarchais 
=.  _ himſelf, who, in his private quarrel, attempted a reply; but he 
llllatters me, by aſcribing the memoir to Lord Stormont ; and the 
bl  groflieſs of his invective betrays the loſs of temper and of wit; he 
_— . acknowledged *, that le ftyle ne ſeroit pas fans grate, ni la logique 
| fans fjufteſſe, &c. if the facts were true which he undertakes to diſ- 


* 
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—_ prove. For theſe facts my credit is not pledged; I ſpoke as a 
= lawyer from my brief, but the veracity of Beaumarchais may be 
| | eſtimated from the. aſſertion that France, by the treaty of Paris 
18H 763), was limited to a certain number of ſhips of war. On the 

=—_ : : - application of the Duke of 1 he ans 2gets to fern __ 
A daring falſehood. 


=—— Among the honourable e ce wh—el I had 1 5 1 may 
„ ER juſtiy be proud of the friendſhip of Mr. Wedderburne, at that time 
Attorney General, who now illuſtrates the title of Lord Lough- 
bddborough, and the office of Chief Juſtice of the Common Pleas. By 
huis ſtrong recommendation, and the favourable diſpoſition of Lord 
North, I was appointed one of the Lords Commiſſioners of Trade 


=_— and Plantations ; and my private income was enlarged by a clear 
—_ addition of between ſeven and eight hundred pounds a-year, The 
—_ NN Ty =0-Fi in the ſtrong colours of zidi- 


Oeuvres de Beaumarchais tom. il. P- 299. 355. 
3 WV 
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ws the perpetual virtual adjournment; and the unbroken fitting 
vacation of the Board of Trade “. But it muſt be allowed that 
our duty was not intolerably ſevere, and that I enjoyed many days 
and weeks of repoſe, without, being called away from my library to 
the office, My acceptance of a place proyoked ſome of the leaders 
of oppoſition, with whom I had lived in habits of intimacy ; and I 
was moſt unjuſtly accuſed ne CO mn 
. | 548 
1 ean never N the defight wich which that diffalive and ingenious orator, 
Mr. Burke, was heard by all fides of the houſe, and even by thoſe whoſe exiſtence he 
proſcribed. (See Mr. Burke's ſpeech on the Bill of Reform, p. 72—80.) The Lords 
of Trade bluſhed at their infignificancy, and Mr, Eden's appeal to the two thouſand 


five hundred volumes of our Reports, ſerved only to excite a general laugh. I take 


this opportunity of certifying the correQueſs of Me, Davke's priqged Yuorhes, which 
I have heard and read. ; | 


ee 408i; | + Fam Zaman Guss ofq . | | 

| Duan Stn, _ PLS July,» 1779+. 
; | Yeſterday I received | a very yn FOR compidnication from my friend, whoſe 
Find and honourable behaviour towards me I muſt always remember with the higheſt 

.gratitude. He informed me that, in conſequence of an arrangement, a place at the 
Board of Trade was reſerved for me, and that as ſoon as I ſigniſied my acceptance of 
it, he was ſatisfied no farther difficulties would ariſe. My anſwer to him was ſincere 
and explicit. I told him that I was far from approving all the paſt meaſures of the ad- 
miniſtration, even ſome of thoſe in which I myſelf had filently concurred ; that I ſaw, 
with the reſt of the world, many capital defects in the characters of ſome of the pre- 
ſent miniſters, and was ſorry that in ſo alarming a ſituation of public affairs, the 
country had not the afliſtance of. ſeveral able and honeſt men who are now in oppo- a 
ſuion. But that I had not formed with any of thoſe perſons in oppoſition any engage 
ments or connections which could in the leaſt reſtrain or affect my parliamentary con- 
duct; that I could not diſcover among them ſuch ſuperior advantages, either of mea- 
ſures or of abilities, as could make me conſider it as a duty to attach myſelf to their 
cauſe; and that I clearly underſtood, from the public and private language of ———, 
one of their leaders, that in the actual ſtate of the country, he himſelf was ſerioufly of 
opinion that oppoſition could nof tend to any good purpoſe, and might be productive of 
much miſchief ; that, for thoſe reaſons, I faw no objections which could prevent me 
from accepting an office under the preſent government, and that I was ready to take, 
PP 


* 8 


W JOU 


"8 The ae ef tlie next ſeſſion of parliament was PREY Ms 
rilous; county meetings; petitions, and committees of correſpond- 
wn announced the public diſcontent; and inſtead of voting with 
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triumphant majority, the friends of government were often ex- 


5 reed to a ſtruggle, and ſometimes to a defeat. The Houſe of Com- 


mons adopted Mr. Dunning's motion, That the influence of the 


Crown had increaſed, was increaſing, and ought to be dimi- 
„ niſhed:” and Mr. Burke's bill of reform was framed with ſkill, 


introduced with eloquence, and ſupported by numbers. Our late 


_ preſident, the American Secretary of State, very narrowly eſcaped 
the ſentence of proſcription; but the unfortunate Board of Trade 


was aboliſhed in the committee by a ſmall majority (207 t to 199) 


ol eight votes. The ſtorm, however, blew over for a time; a large 
dͥefection of country gentlemen eluded the ſanguine hopes of the 
patriots: the Lords of Trade were revived; adminiſtration reco- 


vered their ſtrength and ſpirit; and the flames of London, which 
were kindled by a miſchievous madman, admoniſhed all thinking 


men of the danger of an appeal to the people. In the premature 
diſſolution which followed this ſeſſion of parliament I loſt my ſeat. 
Mr. Elliot was now deeply engaged in the meaſures of oppoſition, 


and the electors of Leſkeard * are N . the ſame 13 
her - Silla. 


g oy 8 


— 7 — 8 . 
_ „ 7 0 — — 


It muſt now be decided, whether I may continue to live in England, or whether 1 


muſt "ſoon withdraw myſelf into a kind of philoſophical exile in Switzerland. "> 


father left his affairs in a ſtate of embarraſſment, and even of diſtreſs. My attempts 
to diſpoſe of a part of my landed property have hitherto been diſappointed, and are not 


+ likely at preſent to be more ſucceſsful: and my plan of expence, though moderate in 


itſelf, deſeryes the name of extravagance, ſince it exceeds my real income. The ad- 


| dition of the ſalary which is now offered will make my ſituation perfectiy eaſy; but 1 


hope you will do me the juſtice to believe that my mind could not ” 1 7 unleſs I were 
ſatisſied of the rectitude of my own conduct. 


* The borough which Mr. Gibbon had repreſented in | 
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MY LIFE AND WRITINGS. 4 


IIn chis interval of my ſenatorial-life, I publiſhed the ſecond and 

© third-volumes of the Decline and Fall. My eccleſiaſtical hiſtory till 
breathed the ſame ſpirit of freedom; but proteſtant zeal is more 
indifferent to the characters and controverſies of the fourth and fifth 
_ centuries. My obſtinate filence had damped the ardour of the po- 
temics. Dr. Watſon, the moſt candid of my adverſaries, aſſured me 
that he had no thoughts of renewing: the attack, and my impartial _ 
balance of the virtues and vices of Julian was generally /praiſed. 
This truce was interrupted only by ſome animadverſions of the Ca- 
tholics of Italy, and by ſome angry letters from Mr. Travis, who 
made me perſonally reſponſible for condemning, with the beſt cri- | 
_ tics, the ſpurious text of the three heavenly witneſſes. ; 
ue piety or prudence of my Italian tranſlator has LE am 
antidote againſt the poiſon of his original. The 5th and 7th vo-. 


lumes are armed with five letters from an anonymous divine to his 


friends, Foothead and Kirk, two. Engliſh ſtudents at Rome; and this 
meritorious ſeryice is commended by Monſignor Stonor, a.prelate of 
the ſame nation, who diſcovers much venom in the fluid and nervous 
ſtyle of Gibbon. The critical eſſay at the end of the third volume 
was furniſhed by the Abbate Nicola Spedalieri, whoſe zeal has gra- 
dually ſwelled to a more ſolid confutation in two quarto volumes. — 
Shall I be excufed for not having read them? No 
The brutal inſolence of Mr. Travis's challenge can only bee 
by the abſence of learning, judgment, and humanity; and to that ex 
euſe he has the faireſt or fouleſt pretenſion. Compared with Arch-- 
deacon Travis, Chelſum and Davies aſſume the title of W 
enemies. | 
The bigotted ee af popes. 404 monks may be turned over- 
even to the bigots of Oxford; and the wretched Travis ſtill ſmarts. 
under the laſh of the mercileſs. Porſon. IL conſider: Mr. Porſon's: 
anſwer to Archdeacon Travis as the moſt acute and accurate piece of 
| eriticiſm which has appeared ſince = days of Bendler His ſtrie- 


. tures 


160 . MEN oIns os 


Ae argument, enriched with learning, and qaldrands - 
with wit; and his adverſary neither deſerves nor finds any quarter at 
his hands. The evidence of the three heavenly witneſſes would now - 

be rejected in any court of juſtice: but prejudice is blind, authority 

text, ( ſedet clernumpue ſadebit. The more learned eccleſiaſtics will 


inded hav ue filation ef reproatng in the cloſe what 13 


they read in the church. * a 


I perceived, and without fürpriſe, the cone, and even en 
of the town ; nor could a whiſper eſcape my ear, that; in the judg- 8 


ment of many readers, my continuation was much inferior to the 
original attempts. An author who cannot aſcend will always appear 


to ſink: envy was now prepared for my reception, and the zeal of 
my religious, was fortified by the motive of my political, enemies. 
Biſhop Newton, in writing his own life, was at full liberty to declare 
how much he himſelf and two eminent brethren were diſguſted by 
Mr. G.'s prolixity, tediouſneſs, and affectatioh. But the 61d man 
mould not have indulged his zeal in a falſe and feeble charge againſt 
the hiſtorian , ho has compo and even rely rendered 11 


* ® Eunad from 1 Mr. . 3 Place Book. 


Thomas Newton, Biſhop of Briſtol and Dean of St. Paul's, was born at t Litchfield 

, on the 21ſt of December 1703, O. S. (1f January 1704, N. 8.), and died the 14th of 
February 1582, in the 59th year of his age. A few days before his death he finiſhed 
the memoirs of his on life, which have been prefixed to an edition of his poſthu- - 
mous works, firſt publiſhed i in quarto, and ſince (1787) ee in ſix volumes 
octavo. 

P. 173, 174. Some books were publiſhed in 198 I, which employed ſome of the 
Biſhop's leiſure hours, and during his illneſs. Mr. Gibbon's Hifory f the Decline and 
Fall of the Roman Empire he read throughout, but it by no means anſwered his expeQa- 
tion ; for he found it. rather a prolix and tedious performance, his matter unintereſting, 
and his ſtyle affected; his'teſtimonies not to be depended upon, and His frequent ſcoffs 
at religion offenſive to every ſober mind. He had before been convicted of making 
falſe quotations, which ſhould have taught him more prudenee and caution. But, 
| without examining vis authorities, there is one * muſt n ſirike every man 
| who 
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enn abdomen We That philo- " 
ſophie divine ſuppoſes, that, in the period between. death and thfñ © 
--reſurreQion,. human ſouls. exiſt without a body, endowed with in-— =. 
- ternal conſciouſneſs, but deſtitute of all active or paſſive. connection "TS 
with the external world. Secundum communem dictionem ( 
eee many Sie Ps et Of dicuntur We 5 


b ment. He afterwards | expat. 


ee ante diem judicn” (The Bilkiop's reading the whole'was a greater compliment to 


re ſomerimes pledged eleven deep? (p. 151.) that a prebendary conſiders the audit a My, 


8 


nn 1 ln p- 99. 21 G. Is 


he following. note , Burner (de 8. M. p. 56—84-). collects the opinions of the 


„Fathers, as far as they e eee ſouls till the day of judg- - „ 
(P. 91.) the incotiveniences wich muſt ariſe if hex 3 
es poſſeſſed a meire ative and ſenſible exiſtence. Who would not from benee infer ; 

* that. Dr. B. was an advocate for the ſleep or jinſenſible exiſtence of the ſoul after 
« death? whereas his doctrine is directly the contrary. He has employed ſome chap- 
« ters in treating of the ſtate of human ſouls in the interval between death and the 
ec reſurrection ;_ and after various proofs from. reaſon, from ſcripture, and the Fathers, | 
« his is concluſions axe, tl that human ſouls exiſt after their ſeparation from the body, that 
40 they are in a good br evil ſtate 3 according. to their good or ill behaviour, but chat 
« neither their happineſs nor their iniſery will be complete or perfect! before the day 


cc of judgment. His argumentation is thus ſummed up at the end of the ath chapter — . 


2 
n 
8 
"77 

* 
* 


Eu quibus conflat primo, animas ſupereſſe extinfo corpore; ſecundo, bonas bene, malas male 


« 1 habituras ; tertio, nec "lis ſummam felicitatem, nec his ſummam miſeriam, -acceſſuram 


the wolk than was-paid to it by two of the molt eminent of his brethren for their learn- „„ 
ing and ſtation. Ibe one entered upon it, but was ſoon wearicd, and laid it afide in 8 5 
dilguſt: the other returned it upon the bookſeller's hands; and it is faid that Mr. G. 55 
himſelf happened unluckily to be in the ſhop at the ſame time.) 3 


.... ͤ ͤ $oroopt;in! the yor2 page. 7; (6. 2759, * Oh Hy. ES 
« age thould kerl Gould en men's ane, and make Wen wore mild and „ 
« gentle; but often has the contrary oled, handens their hearts, and makes tem EB 
«i more four and crabbed_He'is ſpeaking of Dr. Johuſon-. N hte 
„ c 

ſiaſtical life? (Memoirs paſſim) ; that a miniſter's influence and a biſhop's patronage 


dr e eee 127.) or that the moſt eminent of prieſts, the T 
pe himſelf, would change their religion, if any thing better could be offered them ? 35 
{p- 36.) . en, A ern, weg ere d RR wits aborted a 5 
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t an (quis Glow, 


ar e (We Stari — 9 A et 
5m 1 * as however exicuraged by ſome "domeſtic ant foreigii teſtimo- 
nies of applauſe; and the ſecond and third volumes inſenfibly roſe in | 
ale and. reputation to a level with the firſt. But che public is ſeldom 


| wrong3 And Tam inclined to believe that, 


y in "the begin- 


ning, they are more prolix and leſs entertaining than the firſt: my | 


Wn had not been relaxed by ſucceſs, and Thad rather deviated 


Into the oppoſite fault of minute and ſuperſtucus alligence. On the 


F. my name and writings were lowly diffuſed :.a French 
tHhbflati6n”6f the firſt volume had difappointed the bookſellers of 
2 ; and a paſſage in the thitd was ot as a n reſlec- 

_ Yon on the reigning monarch *... 1 1 0 
Before e Teould ere the general lection nn ens 
Already full; but Lord North's promiſe was Hincere, his recotimend- 
ation was effectual, and I Was ſoon choſen on a; vacancy for the 
borovgh of Lyriingion, 10 Hampſhire,"-In the fiſt säen of the 
thier was reſerved. foviche ee The Ag war. had once 
en tlie fayoutite "bf tte county: cke pride of England was irritated 


12 reſiſtanee of her colonies, and the executive power was driven 


by national clamour into the moſt vigorous and coercive meaſures. 
But the length of a froitleſt conteſt, the loſs of armies, the n- 
| lation of eit and taxes. zul the Bode c6nfe&aty of France, Sp 

8 eee indiſpoſed 19 e to 155 nj 1 and he 


I: OE N 74 as 


nd. a AR ol Fnglith. — 6 "On NS 2 ep 5 of my 5 5 l 
ſeems to compare him to Arxcadius ee he expreſſed, his e to. the 


Printe of B- t, from whom the intelligence 5 conveyed, 1 7 I ſhall er 5 


iſclam . ie alluſion, nor examine the likene — be the Gtuation « 0 K the late K 
France excludes all: ſuſpicion of Hattery;.; and: I: by Ol. to declate that e 202 
unn of my third volume were written before his accoſlion to the throne. e 
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my LIFE AND; WRITINGS. El” 


Maint, it was conducted; the repreſentatives of the peoples 
followed, at a flow diſtance, the changes of their opinion; and te +" 
miniſers, who, refuſed to bend, were broken by the tempeſt, E.. | 
ſoon as Lord North had loſt, or was about to loſe, a majority in the 

55 Houſe of Commons, he ſurrendered his office, and retired to a Pri- > 
vate 6" 5 TY the 4a0quit pens, of a leap conſcience and a A | 


% 2 a %& 


vernment were e occupied . the victorious, wy veteran n troops of; op- 2 N 
poſition. The lords of trade. were not pmediately diſmiſſed, Os | 
the board, itſelf Was aboliſhed by, Mr. Burke 8 bill, which dece epcy 
bad-compelled. the patriots to revive ; and I was tripped e „ 
nient ſalary, after having enjoyed it about three years. 1 F 
-,, So flexible is the title of my Hiſtory, that the final 3 | 
bed at my own choice; and J long heſitated whether I ſhould be 
content with the three Volumes, the, fall of the Weſtern, empire, 
which fulfilled my firſt engagement with the public. In this interval 
of ſuſpence, nearly a twelyemonth, I returned by a natural impulſe 
to the Greek, authors of antiquity; I read with new Pleaſure the 
mad and me Odyfley, che Hiſtories. of Herodotus, Thueydides, 
and Nenophon, a large portion of the tragie and comic theatre of 
Athens, and many intereſting dialogues of the Socratic ſchool. Yer 
in the luxury of freedom I began to wiſh for the daily taſk, the 
active purſuit, which gave a value to every book, and an object fo . 
every inquiry: the preface of a new edition announced my deſign,” : 25 
| ad chal e rife from. the age of Plato te Hat of 1 9 
Justinian. The original texts of Procopius and Agathias ſupplied the 1 
events and even the characters of his reign: but a laborious winter 
was devoted to the Codes; che Pandects, and the modern interpre- 
ters,” before ·¶ preſumed to form an abſtract of the civil law. My) 
{kill was improved by practice, my diligence perhaps wan quickened 
by the loſs of office; and, excepting the nn Thad ai 


* . 18 


: 2 Hue CY or 1 - 6. fy 
rol i bebte 1 bought ret bates of che Leün 


Lite 328 C nd oagnghifnaralt £16 by Salo 


Its not che purpole of this YO to expatiate i on the pt blie r 


ſectet hiſtory of the times; the ſchiſi' ich followed the dest 2 
. the * larquis of Rockingham, the appointment ok the Earl f Shed. | 


the Telignation of Mr. Fox, 1 Bis einde coalition "with 


x Lord North! But 11 may affect, + with Tome + degree of Atrürance, "that 
in their political conflict thoſe great antagoniſts had never felt any 
7 perſonal animoſity to eac}" other, that their recoticiliation was cafy 


and fincere, and'that their friendſhip bas never been clouded by the 
dow of ſuſpicion or jealouſy. The moſt vibtent' or venal of thitir = 
reſpeQive followers embraced this fair occaſion of revolt, but their 


4 Nil commanded a' majority in the Houſe of Commons; the 


peace was cenſured, Lord Shelburne refigried, and the two friends 
Kue on the fame cuſhion! to take the bath ef ſecretary: of fate: 


From 4 principle of gratitude T adhered te the coalition!” my vote 
was counted in the day of battle, but I was overlobked in the divi- 


Hon of the ſpoil. There were many claimants' more deſerving and 
importunate than myſelf: the board of trade could not be reſtored ʒ 


ED aud, while the liſt of places was curtailed; the number of candidates 


| "An cafy difmiſſion te a ſecure” feat at che board of 
cuſtoms or r exciſe wr promiſed on the firſt vacancy: but the chance 


was diſtant and doubtful ; ner could 1 Folicit with mich ardour an 


de, which would have robbed” me of the moſt valu- 


able of my: ftadious hours: at che ſame time the tumult of London, 


and the attendance on parliament, were grown more irkſome; and, 
without ſome additional income, I could not long or prudently main. 


; tain the ſtile of expence to which I was accuſtomed. .. +... ...., 


From my early acquaintance with Lauſanne Hud -diviaydicheridhed 
a feeret wiſh, that tue ſchool of my youth might become the retreat 


ol my declining age. A moderate fortune would ſecure the-bleflings 
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5 a warm and joyful acceptance: the pi 


MY LIFE AND WRITINGS. TE 6 


Ke leifure, and independence: the country, the peopley the 
manners, the language, were congenial to my taſte; and I might in- 
dulge the hope of paſſing ſome years in the domeſtic ſociety of a 
friend. After travelling with ſeveral Engliſh *, Mr. Deyverdiin was: 
now ſettled at home, in a pleaſant habitation, the gift of his deceaſed 
aunt: we had long been ſeparated, we had long been ſilent; yet in 
my firſt letter I expoſed, with the moſt perfect confidence, my ſitu- 

ation, my ſentiments, and my deſig His immediate anſwet was 
le of our future life pro- 
voked my impatience ; and the terms of arrangement were ſhort | 
and ſimple, as he poſſeſſed the property, and I undertook the ex- 
pence of our common houſe . Before I could breax my Engliſh 
chain, it was incumbent on me to ſtruggle with the feelings of my 
heart, the indolence of my temper, and the opinion of the world, 
which unanimouſly condemned this voluntary baniſhment. In the 
diſpoſal of my effects, the library, a ſacred depoſit, was alone ex- 


cepted : as my poſt-chaiſe moved over Weſtminſter- bridge I bid! a 


long firewel to the fumum et opes ſtrepitumq; Romæ.“ My jour | 
| ney by the direct road through France was not attended with: any 
accident, and I arrived at Lauſanne nearly twenty: years) after my 
fecond departure. Within leſs than three months the coalition ſtruck 
on ſome hidden rocks: had I remained) c on Hons; Lou! have: 
perilket i in the- general ſhipwreck Eo 4, N eee ne 
Since my eftabliſhment at Lauſanne; more than bn 5 have 
4 clapled; and if every day has not been equally ſoft and ſerene, not 
a day, not a moment, has occurred in which L haye repented of my 


| ; ; choice. During my abſence, a long portion of human life many 


| changes had happened: bn hos: acquaintance had left he Rage 3, 


Fog die Richard Worley, Lord Cheſlriet, Broderick Lord, Millerons, and Mr. 
Hane brother to Sir Abraham. 
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Wige were eee were grown tothe, 


/ 


age of manbodd · But the, ſame manners were tranſmitted: from. one. 
gehieration c another: my friend alone was an ineftimable treaſure; 
wm mae was not totally forgotten, and all Were ambitious to wel- 
comms. the arriyal;of a  Kranger and the return of a fellow-citizen, . The 
firſt winter Wag given to a general embrace, without any nice diſcri- 
_ mination of perſons, and. e Aſter a moxe regular ſettlement, 
a more accurate ſurvey, I diſ 
_ tits of myene ſituatipn. 


| three ſolid and permanent bene 
: 15 My perſonal freedom, had been ſome⸗ 

what iapaired, by the Houſe of Commons and the Board of Trade; 
but I. Was now delivered from the chain of duty and dependence, 


. from the hopes and fears of political adventure: my ſober mind was 


no longer intoxicated by the fumes of party, and I rejoiced in my 


: : eſcape, ag Often as 1 read of che midnight debates which preceded the 
5 diſlolution of parliament 2. My Engliſh economy had been that 


of a ſolitary bachelor, who might afford ſome occaſional dinners. In 
Switzerland L enjoyed at every meal, at every hour, the free and plea- 


| ſagt converſation of che friend of my youth; and my daily table was. 
always. provided for the reception of one or two extraordinary 
gueſts. Our importance in ſociety. is leſs a poſitive than a relative 


weight : in London I was loſt in the crowd; I ranked with the firſt 
ne; and my ftyle of prudent expence enabled me 


to maintain a fair balance of reciprocal civilities. 3. Inſtead of 2 
ſmall houſe between a ſtreet and a ſtable-yard, 1 began to occupy a 
| ſpacious and, convenient manſion, connected on the north fide with 
the city, and open on the ſouth to a beautiful and boundleſs horizon. 


> A garden of four acres had, been laid out by the taſte of Mr. Deyyer- 


dun: from the garden a rich ſcenery of meadows and. vineyards de- 


ſcends to the Leman Lake, and the proſpect far beyond the Lake is 


crowned by the ſtupendous mountains of Savoy. Mx books and 1 my 
E had been firſt united in London; but this. happy. 1721 


8 e Letter, No. SN. VI. by, Se 


| PRE 


- 


Pg 


Nur LIFE Ab warmes _ 167 


d Weary in town- and covers! wes tuialy; refed: for 
Laufarine.””: Poſſefſed' of every comfort in this triple alliance, I could 


not be e i , eee ener gig ge hre; en . wy 
ſeaſons.” - £75 Ma SF Nee off elt r. * 7 19 'e me narben 4 
My friends had beet kiodly appreticcfore her L Mod es 


to exiſt in a Swiſs town at the foot of the Alps, after having ſo long. 


converſed with the firſt men of the firſticizies of the. world. Such lofty 
connections may attract the curious, 
too modeſt; or too proud, to rate my 

ciates j and whatſoever may be the fame of learning or genius, ex 
perience has ſhewny me that the cheaper qualifications, of politeneſs 
and good ſenſe are of more uſeful currency in the commerce of life. | 
By many, converſation is eſteemed as a theatre or a ſchool : but, 


aſter the morning has been occupied by the labours of the library, I 
wich to unbend rather than to exerciſe my mind; and in the interval 


between tea and ſupper I am far from diſdaining the innocent amuſe- 
ment of a game at cards. Lauſanne is peopled by a numerous 
gentry, whofe companionable idleneſs is ſeldom. difturbed by the 
purſuits of avarice or ambition: the women, though confined to a 
domeſtic education, are endowed - for the moſt part with more taſte 
and knowledge than their huſbands and brothers: but the decent 
freedom of both: ſexes is equally, remote from the extremes of ſim- 
plicity and refinement. I ſhall add as a misfortune» rather than! a 
eg that che ſituation and beauty of the Pays de Vaud, the long 
habits, of the Engliſh, the medical reputation of Pr. Tiſſot, and the 
faſhion of viewing the mountains and, Glaciers, have opened us on 
all ſides to the incurſions of foreigners. The viſits. of Mr. and Ma- 
dame Necker, of Prince Henry of Pruſſia, and of Mr. Fox, may form 
ſome pleaſing. exceptions ; 5 but, i in general, Lauſanne has appeared 
molt agreeable in my eyes, when, we have been abandoned, to our 
own ſociety... I had frequently ſeen Mr. Necker, i in the ſummer of 
#784, at a e houſe near Laan, where be eompoſed his 
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ane r 6, WE 


"es 5 th Adminiſtration of the Finances. I 1 ae in 
October 1790, viſited him in his preſent reſidence; the caſtle and 
barony of Copet, near Geneva. Of the merits and meaſures of that 


ſtateſman various opinions may be entertained ; but all 1 be men 
müſt agree in cheir eſteem of his integrity and patriotiſm. | 5 
63 In the month of Auguſt 11784, Prince Henry of Pruffia, in ks way 
10 Paris, Krk ay 


al Lauſanne. His military conduct has 
a * n; His character has been vilified by 
the wit aud malice of x MMn “; but L Was ee wet ee _ 


Itty,” ahi Sabre By bis convertitiGn."- F 


we "In his tour of Switzerland (September 1788) Mr. Fox gave me 
two days of free and private ſociety T. He ſeemed to feel, and even 


. 80 6 envy, the happineſs" of x my Hiruation ; 3 while T admired the powers 235 
CEN of A ſuperior | man, as they are blended in his attractive character : 
Sith the fofenels and frplicity of a end. Perhaps #6 human being 
Was ever more perfectly exempt from. the än ek mie velenae;' er. 


—_— 


dh, or falſehood 33%%;ͤ TC 


My tranſimigration from London to Lauſanne could not be ef- 


| fected without interrupting the courſe of my hiſtorical Hbours. The 
= hurry of my departure, the joy of my arrival, the delay of f my tools, 


fuſpended their progreſs; and a full twelvemonth was loſt before 1 


- could reſume the thread of regular and daily induſtry. A number 
of books moſt requiſite and leaſt common had been previouſly 
ſelected ; the academical library of Lauſanne, which' 1 could uſe as 

1 my on, contained at leaſt the fathers and councils ; ; and 1 have 1 


rived ſome occaſional ſuccour from the. public collections of Berne 


and Geneva. The fourth volume was ſoon terminated, by an ab- 
tract of the controverſies of the Incarnation, which the learned 


Dr. Prideaux was apprehenſive of expofing to proſune eyes. '| It had 
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J In this e 


have been neceſſary, nat only to unravel all thoſe controverſies 
which the Chriſtians made about the hypoſtatical union, but alſo to 


unfold all the niceties and ſubtle notions which each ſect entertained 

concerning it. The pious hiſtorian was apprehenſive of expoſing 
that incomprehenſible myſtery to the cavils and objections of unbe- 
lievers ; and he durſt not, ſeeing the nature of R nee venture 
it abroad in ſo wanton and lewd ag g, 


In the fifth and ſixth volumes * dens of U ahi Mt 


the world are moſt rapid, various, and inſtructive; and the Greek 


or Roman hiſtorians are checked by che hotile nne ot the-bet> 
barians of the Eaſt and the Weſt f. 


IE 17 


T. ³¹¹¹ iden . 
emed, as L fill prefer, the method of grouping my picture by na- 


tions; and the ſeeming neglect of chronological order is ſurely com- 


ſtyle of the firſt volume is, in my opinion, ſomewhat, crude and ela- 
bee ee ien dene ie mae ene 


the facility „ pen, and che conſtant habit-pf ſpeaking one — 
guage and writing /angther may, have infuſed ſome mixture of Gallic 


idioms, - Happily for my eyes, I have always cloſed my ſtudies with 


the day, and commonly with the morning; and a long, but tem- 


perate, . labour has been accompliſhed, without fatiguing either the 


mind or body; but when I computed the remainder of my time and 


my taſk, it was apparent that, according to the ſeaſon. of ublica- 
tion, the delay of a month would be productive of that of a year. 


I was now training for the goal, and in the laſt winter many even. 
0 Sdeipifice e the 1e ef Ates pits} . 4 %. nee fie 


+ I have followed the judicious precept of the Abb& de Mably,«(Manibre deere | 


PHiſtoire, p. 10.) who adviſes the hiſtorian not to dwell too minutely on the decay 
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penſated by the ſuperior merits of. intereſt and perſpicuity. The 
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=—_ . - ow vin Tha rs. an wee. bad been allowed for a le 
> | Co reviſal. 6 r Acne CCC ˙ K 
5 „ ee eee e moment of conception : 1 at now 
2 4 Fan It was on the day, 
pvr rather night, ef the e hs June 1787, between the hours: f 
1 in my garde A SAfter- laying down 2 pen, I took 
5 . ſeveral turns in a berreas, & covered walk of acacias, which com- 
mand a proſpect of the country, the lake, and the mountains. » The 
=_  - i eir was temperite,-the-ſky was ſerene, the ſilver orb af che moen 
was reflected from the waters, and all nature was ſilent. 1 will noʒt 
_ diſſemble che firſt emotions of joy on the recovery of my freedom, 
5 and, perhape; the eſtabliſhment of my fame. But my pride was 


1 


k 
EW boo huthbled, and a ſober melancholy was ſpread over my mind, by 


A . idea chat 1 had taken an everlaſting leave of an old and agreeable 
= deompanioh, and chat whatſoever "might be the future date of my 
—_ mne, che Hie of the hiſtorian mult de hot and procariots. © 'L. 
en ad# two" fats, which have ſeldom occurred in the camipoſition. 
exe st, or tt of ve; giiattos. l. My firſt rough manuſcript, 
ade ny fiteritibiate copy, Ki beets ri bo toe pros, 4. Net a 
5 cet has been feen by any himan'eyes, excepting thils'of the uthor 

| ou "_ the printer: the favſts and the merits are excluſively my'6wn'*. 

mnot he p recolle&ing 4 much more extraordtary füct, Which. | 
18 u of himſelf by Reuf de la Bretbrme, a ' voluniinous and: 
ES, gital writer of Fre rich nov vel... Tie faboured, ali mag all labour, 
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The IVih Volume of the Hiſtory : „ ; 

LE Es of the Decline and Fall of the ( begun March,xit, -1782+ mans . 
= h _—_—_ ES A b Sdd&A $i 15 aqpany ron er et wud Ef 

| P =, = dumm.. 
5 The Vin Volume, e e begun May 18th, 1786. ended June agth, 1787. 
Theſe three volunies vent hi 40 prefa Augeit-a5th;. 1789, and the whole ü- 
, op5eflion was concluded Ae c D +} XY V--, 
| | | iin 
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MY LIE ?AND WRITINGS. apt 
din ide humble office af corrector en a printing houſe z but this office 


Sable kim to tranſport an entire volume from his mind to the 
ö preſe; and his work . nnn having 
been written with a penn „5 
5 Aker a quiet refilondg of four years, during which I had nr 
moved ten miles from Lauſanne, it was not without ſome teluQ- 
ance and terror that I undertook, in a journey of two hundred 


adventure was atchleved without danger or fatigue; and at the end 
of a fortnight I found myſelf in Lord Sheſfield's houſe and library, 
ſaſe, happy, and at home. The character of my friend (Mr. Hol- 
royd) had recommended him to a ſeat in parliament for Coventry, 


the command of a regiment of light dragoons, and an Iriſh peerage. 


The ſenſe and ſpitit of his polkical writings have decided the public 


opinion-on/the great queſtions of our commercial intereſt wi Ame - 


rien and Treladqçgddgdddddd — 
heir elfect beneſieial; che Navigation Act, che palladium of Britain, 
Was deſended, and perhaps med, by his pen; and he proves by 
| che he of Me ad gina, Gb tho inothonchunmry: ü . 
- vive and - Houriſh after the loſs 'of America My friend has riever 


cultivated the arts of compoſition; but his materials are copious and 


correct, and he leaves on His paper the clear impreflion of am active 
and vigorous mind. His © Obſervations on the Trade, Manufne- 
< tures, and preſent State of Ireland, were intended to guide'the 
induſtry, to corte@ che prejudices, and to aſſuage the paſſions of a 
country which ſeemet to forget that the could be free and pre- 
ſperous only by a friendly connection with Great Britain. The een- 
cluding obſervations are written with ſo, much eaſe and ſpirit, that 
| e be read by thoſe whꝛ are che leaft intereſted. in che _—_ 


| © Obleraons on the Commerce of the deen Ste, by John Lord Shots, 
nene Rape 


22” SON He 


. b 4 * 


e kel FR 1984) with the 
beewadkrowledgodcat che laß e eee the 


ndurable invitation and free choice of the city of Briſtol. — 1 


che whole time of my. reſidence in amn 5 was entertained at 
Sheffield-Place and in Downing+Stree 


aud the ! PERO 11009 


eee family. Incthe 644 MEH e 55 


' without the-prejudiges, +. FRA bos L rejoiced ere 


parent inereaſe of wealth and proſperity, which might be faitly 
- divided Suman hw ali nalen and the wiſdom of the mi- 
miſter All pe arty · reſentment was now loſt in oblivion: ſince I was 


are no man 


10 ae bene 0 1 felt the dignity of inde- 
pendence, and as L aſked no more, I was ſatisfied with. the general 


es of the world. Ihe houſe in London which -I fxequented 
moſt. pleaſure and aſſiduity was that of. Lord North. Aſter 
loſs af power and of ſicht, he was till happy in himſelf and 
dis friends; and my publie tribute of gratitude and eſteem could no 


longer; be ſuſpected of any intereſted motiye. Before my departure 


from England, I was preſent; at the auguſt ſpectacle of Mr. Haſtings's 
trial in Weſiminſter Hall, It is not my provinee 00 abſolve: or con- 
demn the Governor of India; but Mr. 4 s. eloquence. de- 
my applauſe; nor could. J hear without. emotion the, per- 
ſonal. c vt which he, paid. me in the; preſence of che Britiſh 
anion, 5 5 0 21537 gow”. hart To ang: Nong Bag denn: 
From this, diſplay. of genius, which. blazed four. ee days, 
1 ſhall. ſtoop, toſa very mechanical circumſtance... As I was. waiting 


in dhe managen box, I had the-curioſity/ to . of the ſhort- 
"+ He ſaid the faQts'that mill up the votume'sf nirrative were unparalleled in Atte 
 ciouſneſs, and that nothing equal in criminality was to be traced, either in ancient or 
modern hiſtory, f in the age e, eee the luminous page of Gibbon. 


AM ing C [ onicle. a? #7 * . ; 
”, Jus us, 5 phIG 23 * IE : 1 9 "Is 1 70 2 4 7 1 by4 75 2 
r aubnce 711 Ju 1 ind 
45 22 * 2 7 : : 4 
#4 6 : | 8 | 
/ l 
2 — 
1 
* 
* 
- 
- a 3 
* 
2 
- 
i i 
_ © 5 1 bs 7 


— . 


my Liv AND/WRTING. _ hs 


mae deren y bebte kati end cpi, obs Wige he- 
nounce in an hour? From-7000/to/7500 was his anſwer. - The me+ 

dium of 7200 will afford- 120 words in a minute, and two words i 
each ſecond. G e r eee ee | 


% 


language. 7 WE pf fot Tf ba LP f NN : 


As the publication of my theres let "eifines ne mere hc: 
ject, ſo it was the firſt care of my Engliſh- journey. The previous 


arrangements with the bookſeller and the printer were ſettled in my 


_ paſſage through London, and the proofs, which I returned more 


correct, were tranſmitted every poſt from the pteſs to Sheffield-Place. 
The length of the operation, and the leiſure of the country, allowed 

ſome time to review my manuſcript. ' Several rare and uſeful books, 
| the Aﬀfiſes de Jeruſalem, Ramuſius de Bello C. P, the Greek Acts of 
the Synod of Florence, the Statuta Urbis Rome, &c. were procured, 


and introduced in their proper Places the ſupplements. which they af- | 


forded. The impreſſion of the fourth volume had conſumed three 


months. Our common intereſt required that we ſhould move with 
a quicker pace; and Mr. Strahan fulfilled his engagement, which 
few printers could ſuſtain, of delivering every week three thouſand 


copies of nine ſheets. The day of publication was, however, de- 
layed, that it might coincide with the fifty-firſt anniyerſary of my 


own birth-day; the double feſtival was celebrated by a cheerful. 


literary dinner at Mr. Cadell's houſe; and I ſeemed to bluſh while 


e ee ee e ee 


10 HT talents 


* OCCASIONAL 'STANZ AS, 5 Mr. r- vu after the Dinner at 


Mr. CaveLL's, May 8, 1788; being the Day of the Pliication ** Three Lof 
Volumes of Mr, GrsBpox's Hiſtory,” and' his ge 

_ Genu of ExGLAnD, and of Rout !” off 14 * we 

In mutual triumph here ane Fabio? Seld feds 

The honors'cach may claim! ahh ed 
| Thi ve ak nt | | 
And conſeerate the feſtiye dag 15 OY with 
To Friendſhip and to Fame? © ie! . 
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* of f 4 Mend; 
Before Mr. Hayley inſcribed with m my name is epiſtles on iſtory, 1 
was net acynainted- with chat amiable man and elegant poet. He 
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MR ee by Deſolation's tide, e e wot abs 

90: rs anguiſh, „ N 0: enge 
Has Roux bewail'd h fate; . * 55 

10 And mourn'd'that Time, in Havoc's 3 hour, iar e e 


Defacid each monument, e OO or ede 
Sem 5 ei her truly grea 7 12 Fett ee 7 a7 LN dps 7 
g 1 oy $4 8 * 
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de] Glory, by an Engliſh band, © 
Nies, pays a mighty debt; OO On 
ene Ta gs 60 n NS 8 8 5 THE So Boave'sF; 
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* 58 0 as „ 91 f 
4 75 fy And rated, Hike Rowe'v immortal? ST ISNT OT Pruner Bun 
Genius and hy Tol, 5 2 e PIE any, 
WEE > o W cro ” to-day, i * yy "I + > 
r 345% Tas ork i 18 vn d {i „ inieys vet” „ 
KEY ic Oblivion ne'er tall prey, %%% THE OORERRL] 
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n n Nor Envy make her ſpoil; 2 PRE d 24 341975. e 
ps Tena, ctultl and view not now 11110 
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rg Where Hiſt'ry's palm has ſpread! = FEC 
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| 1 every path of liberal art, FFF 
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5 . blaz d, 
9 8 Lord of the drama's ſphere ! 5 

A3] different fields to equal praiſe V 
ES, | Gee Mikim gar thy GIBBON raiſe Forks „ 
| To ſhine without a peer | . 'F7 eee 


* th - N 8 eK. 1 N 35 
Eager to honor living worth, "ET 1 A Horvath 
Andi bleſs to-day the double birth, 75 „ 
Trlrl,uhat proudeſt joy may claim, e e 
N 565 „„ het 
And conſecrate the feſtive dag ty 2 7 1 
To Friendſhip and to Fame! „„FFöͤ;öꝰ q ꝛ; 33 
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| afterwards thanked me in verſe for my ſecond and third volumes f 
a RGA n the Roman Eagle f (a proud title) ac 
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ua en GIBBON v .in. Eten . t 
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90 SONNET „ EDWARD: GIBBON . 


abs Onthe Publication of bis. Second and Third Volumes, 3 


r ne e nods: 

On the new beauty of his ſecond Rome, . ha 

| When on his eager eye rich temples blaz'd, e 
And his fair city roſe in youthful bloom e ur vr AN 474 

— noble way thy. heart. aſſume,” . an ah 

O Gm gazing on thy growing wert, e tas ee 

eee. conſtructed for a happier doom © WOES St 
No haſty marks'of /'vain-ambition'Jurk: 5 k ny 2 


weed, 


4 — Tina's dei ng. 3 at t 
And baſer Enyy's-beauty-mangling dirk; 


* gorgeous fabric, plann'd with wiſe del, 1 

— fmge thn th Tus HIS 26 15 
"ID; its fame ſhall riſe, * 1 4 4 2 NN. Y 
ANT muſt periſh ere its ſplendor dies. $4 
inter Wot, goo rl porn 
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AN Engliſh ſparrow, eue D GFA 20—ꝑ0 
Wbo chirps beneath his natiye tree, E e 
Hearing the Roman eagle's near, 2 
And feeling more reſpect than fear, 

Thus, with united love and awe, 

Invites him to his ſhed of ſtraw. 


Tho' he is but a twittering ſparrow, , 2 of 
'The field he hops i in rather narrow, K nt bart #4 
When nobler-plumes attract his view. PR Mon heart 
He eyer-pays them homage due, fa We we . = 
He looks-with reverential wonder M eto rd HP 
On him, whoſe talons-bear-the thunder 34” e WET THO 
Nor LR ay f 1 N Y . 0 


His voice to vilify the eagle, | re | 186329 313503 + 
Tho iffuing from the holy tow'r ß, wo, in Hy: 

In which they build — ball ange - 
Their ſovereign's haunt they ſiyly . ode 224 
In hopes to catch him on his perch, eee 
8 ſays, beſide his GG 0 140 
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-cepte ade invfation cee Bug pense who chirped:incthe | E = 
groves 'of -Eartham,! near Chicheſter. '/ As moſt of the former pur- = 
chiſers were naturally deſirous of - completing their ſets, the ſale of 

the quarto edition was: quick and eãſy; and an octavo ſize was 

printed, to ſatisfy at a cheaper rate the publie demand. The con- 

cluſion of my work was genere read and variouſly judged. The 

ſtyle has been expoſed to much academical eriticiſm ; a religious cla- 

mour was revived, and theireproach of: indecency: has been loudly 

. | echoed. by the rigid cenſots'of- morals: ' I never could underſtand 

. r che indecency of my three 

: laſt volumes. 1. An equal. degree af freedom. in the former part, 
eeßpecially in the firſt volume, had paſſed without reproach, 2. Iam 
juſtified in painting the manners 


5 nanner of the times; the vices of Theodora 
oe form an eſſential feature in che reigd and character of Juſtinian. 
1 3. My Engliſh text. is chaſte, and all licentious paſſages are left in 

n language. L. Latin dans ſer mots brave 
Phonntteth, ſays the correct Boileau,' in a country and idiom more 

6. | ſierupulous than our own... Yet, upon the whole, the Hiſtory of 
. the Decline and Fall ſeems to have. ſtruck root, both at home and 
EE 1 abroad, and nay; perhaps, Aa eee bee hence ſeill continue to 
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Some molted feather he lets fall, FEE" 2 F n | 
| And ſwear he cant fy l rigs eat; ned Th Le : 7 
Lord of the ſky ! whoſe pounce enn tear 
Theſe croakers, that infeſt the air, 11050 ico; 5 
Truſt him! the ſparrow loves to ng . 
be praiſe of thy imperial winn g - + 
elle thinks thov'lt deem him, on his word, | 


l r 
An honeſt, though familiar birdz ZE e 
And hopes thou ſoon OR. N e i indw tt 
To look upon thy little friend 3 ; wrond Sri re 
That he may boaſt around his grove” | en en bc 6 
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- with various ſucceſs; bu, inſtead of patronizing, 1 hond willingly — 
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we lei and ſpirit of my hiſtory,” than L am ſatisfied with his bo 


ndurable teſtimony to mg attention, diligence, and accuracy ; ths — 


The ſweetneſs af his praiſe is / tempered by a reaſonable mixture 

| Laid % As the book may not be common in England; [ſhall = $698 
_ tranſeribe my own-charafter from the Bibliotheca Hiſtoria of Meu- | q 
Gif, learned and laborious German. Summis ævi noſtri 


« hiſtoricis Gibbomus ſine dubio adnumerandus eſt. | kay PIP 


W 
. 


„ ruinas ſtans primum hujus operis ſeribendi conſilium eepit. Flo- 
« rentiflimos,, vitæ annos colligendo- et laborando eidem impendit. . 
Enatum inde monumentum ære perennius, licet paſſim apparent 
ſiniſtrè dicta, minus perfecta, veritati non ſatis conſentanea- V:: 
4 demus quidem ubique fere ſtudium ſerutandi veritatemque ſcri- 
* bendi maximum: tamen fine Tillemontio duce ubi ſeilicet hujus 


*+ hiſtoria finitur ſæpius noſter titubat atque hallucinatur. Quod vel „ 


maxime fit, ubi de rebus Eeeleſiaſticis vel de juris prudentia Romans 
om. iv.] tradit, et in aliis-locis- Attamen navi hujus generis 
„ baud impediunt quo minus operis fumnmam et ei proclare - 


* diſpoſitam, delectum rerum ſapientiſſimum, argutum quoque inte- 


= , — * 


_ * dum, dionemgue. ſeu ſtylum hiſtorieo zque ac philoſopho * 
40 niſſimum, et vix a quoque alio Anglo, Humio ac Robertſono haud 
© exceptis ( præreptum ) vehementer laudemus, atque ſæculo noſtro⸗ 1 


de hujuſmodi hiſtoria gratulemur ... Gibbonus adverſurios cum ; 
in tum extra patriam nactus eſt, quia! propogationem religionis 

- « Chriſtianz, non, ut vulgo, fieri ſolet, aut more Theologorum, fed. | TY 

ut Hiſtoricum et Fhiloſophum decet, expoſuerat,” oP . 


The French, Italian, and German tranſlations have been executed 
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ELEC: | Soptchanes, -ai-phung- gentleman of à ſtudious character and libetal- | 
=—_ N ane After" his deceaſe the werk was continued by two man -- 
5 ene Kate. d. d- Deſmemen end Camarells bot the Former 5 
d ad an ave member in the nationat aſſembly, and the un- 


| RE Pn : Th - Qertaking-languiſhes in eee e dais „ dhe Giquelor | . 8 . 
1 OR merit of che interpreter, or his language; inclinesme to prefer the Ita- 


lies verſſon but Lwiſh that it mere in my potver to read d German, 
3 8 dich ie praiſed. by the beſt judges. Fhe lriſ pitates are at once 

= 7D a ieee, e eee re get difpleaſed wich the 
_— ug eb. comtinent ar R in Gurl: Te cen. 
=: 1 dene and a tet be e- in London, i eu ces on the 
r Ganges) oo 0 
A 5 lathe preface af the fourth volume, while Egleie@is/thetdibe” 7 
__ en Kagan Lannounced ax approaching return to the neigh- 3 
bduaschoedef the babe af Laiſnne) This laſt triaf confirmed my = | 
”  _ -- aflurance:that I had wiſely choſen for iy own+ happineſs; nor did 

__ = Bones in a: year's; viſit entertain a wifh of ſettling in my — . 
_—_— _ emtintrys./ Britain is the five! and forraniare iſſand ; but where is the - 


1 wp in ich I could: unite the comforts/and "beauties of my ela- 5 
. bnd ment at Lauſanne? The tumult of London aſtonifhed y eyes — 
3 C and ears; che amuſements of public places were no longer adequate Re 
„De the trouble; thechabsan@aſſemblies were filled with'tiew faces and — 
8 e ee eee e de eee wopld | 4 


5 . | of their "ie ito St pf be two ſt 55 25 the $6 FE 3 of the DER» a 
äßF„„  - - wales, The public importunity had forced me to remove them from the end of the _ 


EEE, volume” to-the bottom of the page 3 but 1 hare often repented of my compliance. k | 
3 N 8 3 . ä 5 „ | | 1 | ſoon | | 4 
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er LIFE AND WRITINGS. m 


don bare been projudicialaoi my health. Without any ſhare in the 
political wheel, I muſt be idle and inſignificant :/ yet the moſt iſplan- 
| did temptations. would not have enticed me to engage a ſecond time 
in the ſervitude of parliament or office. - At Tunlridge, ſome weeks | 
after the publication of my Hiſtory, I reluctantly quitted Lord and 
Lady Sheffield, and, with a young Swiſs friend *, whom I had intro- 


| duced to he English world, I, purſued the road of Dover and Laws 
ſanne. My habitation, was embelliſhed in my abſence, and the laſt 


diviſion of books, which followed, my: ſteps; increaſed my choſen 


library to the number of between ſix and ſeven thouſand volumes. 


My ſeraglio was ample, my choice was free, my appetite was keen. 
After a full repaſt on Homer and Ariſtophanes, J involved myſelf 
in the philoſophic maze of the writings of Plato, of which the dra- 
matic is, perhaps, more intereſting chan the argumentative part: 
but 1 — i _ of eee pens act 
Als! Ae joy of my return, a6 my Kiiaious ardour, were _ 
damped by the melancholy ſtate of my friend Mr. Deyverdun. - His 
health and fpirits had long ſuffered a gradual decline, a ſucceſſion of 
apople&tic fits anounced his diffolutton; and before he expired, thoſe 
who loved him e ould not. with for the continuance of his life. The 
voice of reaſon might congratulate his deliyerance, but tlie feelings 
of nature and friendſhip could be ſubdued only by time: his amt 
able character was Mll-alfve"id my remembrance ; each room, each 
walk, was imprinted with our common footſteps ; j and I Wound Plum 
at my o philoſophy/ if a long interval of ſtudy hatt not prereded 
and followed the death of my friend. By his laſt will he left to me 
the option of puuehafing his Houle ànd gartfen, or of poſſeſſing tllem 
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lodged as myſelf. Bur I feel, and with the decl : of years I.ſhall 


y feel, that Lam alone in paradiſe. . Among the circle 
— *of 1 my acquaintance at Lauſanne, I have: 


and tender friendſhip o of a reſpectable 


17 
. 


m 1 ana, are all endowed with an 
and ſituation ; and j am 


MY LIVE Aw ren i dd J 


| gest t6 Me: Biicke's cheer" ws 
5 | poli, fe- 
5; Tadore his chivalry, and I carr almoſt excu his reverence for churck = 
eſtabliſhments.” I have ſometimes thought of writing a dialogye'of | 
the dead, in which Lucian; Eraſmus, and Voltaire ſhould mot 
acknowledge the danger of expbſing an old ſuperſtition to che cons © 
| tempt of the blind and fanatic multitnde. nd arg 
A fm of emigraiits'of Bei Herta, who eſcaped from tlie public 
ruin, has been atträcred by tlie Vickalty,” the manners, and the lan- 
guage of Lauſanne; and bur narrow habitations in town and coun- 


try are now occupied” by che fiſt "ates "4nd Hitles ef the departed = 


monarchy. Theſe noble fugitives are e entitled to our pity; they may 
claim our eſteem, but they cannot, in their preſent ſtate of mind and 
fortune,” much contribute to our amuſement. Tnftead of ns 
down as calm and idle ſpectators on the theatre of Europe, our d 


meſtic harm6ity is ſ6mewhir” enibiriered by the infuſion of 5 


ſpirit: our ladies und gehtlemen affume the character of ſelf-taught 
h politicians ; and the ſober dictates of wiſdom and experience are are 
| filenced by the clamour of the triumphant democrates. The fanatic 

miſſionaries of 'fedition” have ſcattered the ſeeds of diſcontent in our 
cities and villages, which had flouriſhed above two hundred and fifty 


years without fearing the approach of war, or feeling the weight of 
government. Many individuals, and ſome i communities, appear to 


de infeſted with the Gallic phrenzy, che wild theories' of equal and 
boundleſs freedom; but I truſt that the body of: the people will be 
faithful to their ſovereign and to themſelves; and I am ſatisfied that 


the failure or ſucceſs of a revolt would equally terminate in the rum 
af the country. While the ariſtocracy of Bern protects the happineſs, 


it is ſuperfluous to enquire whether it be founded in the rights, of 


man: the .ceconomy of the ſtate is liberally-ſupplied without the aid 


of taxes; "and the magiſtrates. muff reign gre eee ue 
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Sund kap Mtb, feudal — — bee. | 
public has nearly Rerling in the. Engliſh funds and the 

amount. of their, treaſure In unknown. ta the citizens eee For 
welt (may. che omag be averted}; L. San, Maly declares thatithe, ft — 
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| eee | | ©2209 Hut ene Bete bild off 20 tre 


12 eee the common lot af martality, I muſt acknow- = 


Feten Pert of the globe is, Oeriprcad with harbariſmigr fgerx; 
2 cirilized world, che 12 * PRPergua glaſs. is condemned 10 iSv 


 rance ang poverty; and the double forwane of my hint in a frre % 


enlightened country, in an an, honourable and wealthy Gawily,, is ches | 
| rt chance of an unit againſt millions, The general probabilitg.is —= 
Bp og tg, goe, tha PST PHY vag lieg 68 complete | 


his fifth 2 5 ee 973 ,palſed that. ages apd, may. fairly eſtir ; | | 
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5 1am endomed-with a cheerful temper, a moderate ſenſibiltp. nod 
A natural diſpoſition to repoſe rather than to activity al ſome niiſchies : | 
| Yous appetites and habits baue perhaps heen corrected by philbſbphy = | 
or time. The love of ſtudy, a paſſion which derivas freſh. vigour = 
om enjoyment, ſupplies. each da each hour; with a perpetual I 
e PPC | 

„ ee Buffon, „ee I rHiſtoirg ES, 3 n page I 77 g 2545 
. oe hal by th fmt ma a 
guiſhed before the age of puberty and realen tnclancholycaleulation |! 
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„„ Mr Lies AND WüTrMas 1854 
enen rlaital facultzes / THE ofi gtnal fon has been kighty 
improved By oitivation 1 but de Wape de Rueftioned, beter one 


ho'weeds u Preſubegt 5: Since I hive eſcäped from the long perils 
of my elũldhedd, ches ſeriots ad HCE e i phyfician has ſeldoiti been re- 


quifite, - © The madneſs of ſuperfluous health” I have never known; 


7 | bat my bender hefe Ras "beet! fortified by time, and the ineſ⸗ 


timable gift of che ſound arid peaceful flumbers of infaney may be 
imputed! both to the mii and ody 3. I have already deſeribed 
tte metits ef my ſoctety and ſituatiom j; but theſe enjoyments would 
_ andidequate fopply: Recording tothe ſeale of Switzerkind) f am a 
rich man q and J am indeed rich ſince my income is ſaperior to ry 
expence, and my expenee is equil to my wiſhes: My friend Lord 
| Sheffield has kindly relieved me from tlie cares to which my taft&and 
ner are moſt adverſe: mal lad, ma ſince the elan: of my fil 

| , any nnr ti 2 matrimo 
nial connection? 59 1; vw ot priiticad; Rial yet 


1 


_ diſguſted-ith the afſeQtion, of men ha: Ps em 

plain that they have renounced a ſubſtance for a ſhadow ; and that 
their fame (which ſometimes is no inſupportable weight) affords a 
poor comhpenſation'! for envy, cenſure, and perſecution 1 My own 
experience, at leaſt, has taught me a very different leſſon: twenty 
_—_ 8 been anmaed py eee of wy Hiſtory z and . 


1 


Ps, A been aatidiady "Che: freaks 
<=) gy Tahoe eng as e but, a L 


21 Mr. E Alembert : relates, 1 as walking in | the gardens tim Sud * 
the King of Pruſſia, Frederic ſaid to him, Do you ſee that old woman, a poor weeder,, * 
'aſleep*orl that funny bank? the' is probübiy a more hippy belüg chan either of us.” - 
2 3 and the Ee ly: ve hee ag for ye 25 105 
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vs; 


J « the Qitious name af Sophia, dhe reads the real worth which once exiſted in.m m 
V „ Charlotte: ſhall from her ſympathetic breaſt ſend forth the heaving figh. Do thou 
euch me notonly to foreſee but o enjoy, nay even to feed/on future praiſe. Come". 
e on me by the ſolemn aſſurance; that, when. the little parlour in which I fit at this 
n C e moment ſhall be reduoed to a worſe furniſhed box, I ſhall be read with honour by | 
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ius feaſt of fancy, is enjoyed by the genius of Fielding.—« Come, bright love of fame, 
—_ 5 | | © fee.” BY my raviſhed fancy with the hopes of charming ages yet to come. Foretel 
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Z pPfroſpect of fututity is dark and doubtful.” e ae . 
. mj laft: but the laws of probability, ſo true in general, fo fallacious' 
5 Kall allow about fificen'years f. I ſhall ſoon enter into 
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—— F (Tom Jones); this proud ſentiment. 


1 


A eme that ſome tender maid, whoſe graddmother is yet unborn, hereafter, when, under 
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"MY. LIFE AND WRITINGS. > - os 


'the ins + which, 2s the mol agreeable of his IPO life, was s ſeleged | 
by the judgment and experience of the ſage Fontenelle. His choice 
is approved by the eloquent hiſtorian of uture, who fixes our moral 
happineſs to the mature ſeaſon in which our paſſions are ſuppoſed to 
be calmed, our duties fulfilled, our ambition ſatisfied, our fame and 


fortune eſtabliſhed on a ſolid baſis * In private converſation, that 
great and amiable man added the weight of his own experience ; and 
this autumnal felicity might be exemplified in the lives of Voltaire, 
Hume, and many other men of letters. I am far more-inclined to 
embrace than to diſpute this comfortable doctrine. I will not ſuppoſe 
any premature decay of the mind or body; but I muſt reluctantly 
obſerve that two cauſes, the abbreviation of time, and the failure of 
hope, will always tinge with a browner ſhade the evening of life. 
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The fact is true, „. At; line eee 
tion. If a public lottery were drawn for the choice of an immediate victim, and if our 
name were inſcribed on one of che ten thouſand tickets, ſhould we be . 
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2225 1 6: undertook to prepare Mir. Guben, Memoir for f 
the preſs, I ſuppoſed that it would be neceſſary to introduce | 5 
* ſame continuation of them, from the time when they ceale, namely, 
ſoon after his return to Switzerland in the) year 1788; but the exa— 
'- mination of his correſpondence with me ſuggeſted, that the beſt c con 
' tinuation would be the publication of his letters from that time to 
his death. I ſhall thus give more ſatisfaction, by ONES N 
language of Mr. Gibbon, inſtead. of my oven; the public | | 
ſee him in a new and a a e BO TL 55 : 
letters. By the inſertion of a few occaſional ſentences, I ſhall obviate : | 
the diſadvantages that are apt to ariſe from an interrupted narration.  - . _. 
A prejudiced or a faſtidious critic may condemn, perhaps, ſome parts e 
of the letters as trivial; but many readers, I flatter myſelf, will be | 
gratified by diſcovering even in theſe my friend's affectionate feelings, 
and his character in familiar life. His letters in general bear a ſtrong 
reſemblance to the ſtyle and turn of his converſation ; the charac- - . 5 
teriſtics of which were vivacity, elegance, and precifjon, with know- 3 , 
ledge aſtoniſhingly extenſive and correct. He never ceaſed to be 
inſtructive and entertaining; and in general there was a vein of X 
pleaſantry i in his converſation which prevented its becoming languid, 
even during a 4 ee of many. pag with A . in we | 
country. 
It has 3 8 050 0 that he at ales what he intended to 
by, before he ſpoke ; his quickneſs in e contradicts this 
| BB 4 | N | notion: . 
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A _ notion: but it is very true, that before he ſat down to write a note 
A 1 por letter, he completely arranged in his mind what he meant to ex- _ 


1 8 bee He purſued the ſame method in reſpe& to other compoſi- 
RTE He tion; and he occaſionally weld walk feveratFrimes about his apart- 


mwmuent before he had rounded a period to his taſte. He has pleaſantly 


A 5 remarked to me, that it ſometimes coſt him many a turn before he 
3 5 ] 5 by '- could throw a ſentiment into a form that gratified his own criticiſm. 
1 3 RO His ſyſtematic 1 habit of arrangement in point of ſtyle, aſſiſted, in his 


e 


Ainſtance, by. an excellent. memory . and correct Judgment, i is much to. 
3 3 be ;Fecom ended to t choſe who aſpire to any perfection in writing. 


4 A ""Altho ugh. the, Memoirs extend b yond the time o 'of Mr. Gibbon's 1 5 | 


1 : 8 Wo 3 to. Lauſanne, 1. ſhall 3 Inſert ; a few Letters, written immediat ely 
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„%% «œ »!!! af 08 lg 1 
1 N pleaſant journey I arrived here about half an hour 5 
3805 that T am as well arranged, as if 1 had never firred from this 2 

Place; and that dinner on the table is juſt announced. Severy 

1 dropt at his country-houſe. about two leagues off, 1 juſt faluted © 

the family, who dine with me the day after to-morrow, and return 

to town; for ſome days, I hope weeks, on my account. The ſon is | 

an amiable | and grateful. youth; and even this Journey has taught Fen 
| Nat know and. tp love him füll better, My ſatisfaQtion would be 

complete, had I not found a ſad and ſerious alteration in poor Dey= — ꝶMNV 
verdun ; but thus our Joys are chequered 1 embrace all; and at 
this, moment feel the laſt pang of our parting at Tunbridge. Convex — - 
this letter or informatiqn, without delay, from Sheffield-Place to Bath. 
in Er enn Ll ene more amply to hot place. „ 
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 _ __— dinner was cooking on e your eee, 15-29 
mmauſt have taught you to expect à proportionable degree of 'relaxa- 
Bon; and you will be ſatisfied to hear, that, for d ee 
aan Saturdays, 1 Rave conſumed more time 
= ficed for the epiſtle, in deviſing reaſons for proc 
| - next poſt. At this very moment I begin ſo very late, as 1 repre 
Br.-eing to dreſs, and dine in the country, that L can take only the 
——SW oo Eat of the date, October the firſt, and muſt be content to ſeal and 


WA c q R 2h, fg Sy Yr WE DEPP oY "v6 l n f | er 4» 
a 30 * : ſen ; 85 > | i - A "2X ITS. , 
4 5 . f 1 # | 0 


ES: 5 ö JATURDAY is ; now arrive "and Tm uch doubt whether I ſhall have 


E „„ time to fmilh. 'T roſe, as uſual, about wes, but 481 knew I ſhould .. 
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74 * þ - 4 


=: Z | | have fo much time, you. know It would have been ridiculous to 


— „* 
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in any thing before breakfaſt, 2 When! I: return urn turned from my break- 


—_ I he library N F found © | n the table be new 


1 could 
3 3 hour to gratify ch? ay eo ra | 


= let die to other books, anll other en 
. © kn fol and I ſhalf be ſoon fummoned eo ref and ume 


with the wo father and ſon, who'are returned from the 
e.ustey on ble errand; an ilinefy of Madame, from which 
F ſhe is however recovering. ' Such is the faithfof picture of my mind 

7 and manners, and from à fingle day Het ones.” "Aﬀet having” been 
JJ chained to the oar, in a Mey ind T fre d 
fairly 8 my liberty as I promiſed in my preface; range without 
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_  \onttol over the wide enpanſe of my library; converſe, as my fan 
prompu me, with poets and hiſtorians, philoſophers and orators, of 

every age and language; and often indulge my meditations in the 
invention and arrangement of mighty works, which 1 ſhall probably 

never find time or application to execute. My garden, bergeau, and 
pavilion often varied the ſcene of my ſtudies; the beautiful weather 
Which we have enjoyed exhilarated my ſpirits, and I again taſted the 
wiſdom and happineſs of my retirement, till that happineſs was inten- 
rupted by a very ſerious calamity, which took from me for above a fort- 
night all thoughts of ſtudy, of amuſement, and even of correſpondence. 
I mentioned in my firſt letter the uneaſineſs I felt at poor Deyverdun's 

 deelining health, how much the pleaſure of my life was embittered by 
the fight of a ſuffering and languid friend. The joy of our meeting 
appeared at firſt to revive him; and, though not Gatisfied, I began 
to think, at leaſt to. hope, that he was every day gaining ground; 
When, alas! one morning I was ſuddenly recalled from my bergeau 
10 the houſe, with the dreadful intelligence of an apoplectic ſtroke; 

I found. him ſenſeleſs: the beſt aſſiſtance was inſtantly collected; and 
| he had the aid of the genius and experience of Mr. Tiſſot, and of the 

aſſiduous care of another phyſician, who for ſome. time ſcarcely 
quitted his bedſide either night or day. While I was in momentary 
dread of a relapſe, with a confeſſion. from his phyſicians that ſuch a 
relapſe muſt be fatal, you will feel that I was much more to be 
pitied than my friend. At length, art or nature triumphed over the 
enemy of life. I was ſoon. aſſured that all immediate danger was 
paſt 3 and now for many days I have had the ſatisfaction of lecing 
him recover, though by ſlow degrees, his health and ſtrength, his 
ſleep and appetite, He now walks about the garden, and receives 
. his particular friends, but has. not yet gone abroad, His future 
health will depend very much upon his own prudence: but, at at 
events, this has been a very ſerious warning; and the ſlighteſt indiſy-—- 
en Will hereafter aſſume a Fl * * But let us 
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from. the 3 the ee ieee e- ee election, 


to the lakes and mountains of Switrerland, and I Was informed . 


chat her was arrived at the Lyon d'Or. I ſent''s compliment; he 
anſwyered it in perſon, and ſettled at my houſe for the remainder of 
- the day: © Phave est and drank, and converſe nd at up an night 
with Fox in England ; but it never has Happened, perhaps it derer 
can happen again, that I fhould enjoy him as 1 did that day alohe, 
from ten in ne morning till ten at night. Por Peywerdun, 
his accident, wanted ſpirits to appear, and Has rehrette 
Our cobbetfation never flagged à moment; und he ſeemed a 
pleaſed with the place and with Kits co ompany. We had little polities; | 
1 he gave me, in a few words, ſuch a charaQer of Pitt, a8 due 
wan ſhould give of another his rival 7 miich'6f Döoks, from my 
Sen, on Which he flattered me very pleaſähtty, to 'Homer d the 
Arabian Nights? much about the country, m garden (ichich He 
eee far better than T do), and, upon the whole, I think he 
eenvies me, and would do ſo were he miniſter. The next mording 
 T'gave him a guide to walk him about the'town*ind eountty; and in- 
wen ſome company to meet him at dinner. 'The'following day he 
continued bis journey to Bern and Zurich, and I have Heard of him 
| by various means. The people gaze on him as. a prodigy, but he 
 thews little indination to converſe with them, &e: &c; &c. Our friend 
Dong has been curious, attentive, agrecable j and in every place 
where he has reſided ſome days, he has left acquaintance ' 'who 
eſteem and regret him : I never knew ſo clear and g an im- 
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— 5 Hee! F 815 V. Hay ils 
Aſter this long letter 1 have yet many tings to rg though none 
of any preſſing confequence. I hope yo are not idle f in the ee 
Anse of Beriton, though the late events and ellicts in Frauee vt 

to reconcile me to the poſſeſſion of dirty acred, ' "What think you of 

Necker and the States Gene ? Are not the public expeRations 
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„„ bees t. Aden, 1 il) write bes ue ay lay ſeparately, 


5 6 „ e e ebe e e eee 
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EY Thaw 10 correſpondents but Han 1 ſhould have been re= | 
_ to the ſtale and ſtupid communications of the newſpapers, if W 
you had not diſpatched me an excellent ſketch of the extraordinary -* 
ſtate of things. fa fonow «caſe te lis popu nen be th Bl rs | „ 
and any extraordinary acts of the two remaining branches of the 5 

legiſlature muſt be excuſed by neceſſity, and ratified by general con- „ 2 . 

ben. „ „„ 
» #*. Till things are ſettled, I expect a regular journal, 

From kingdoms I deſcend. to farms. . # % „* * *. * 
9 Bud 8 * 45 180 ae dic ben. apt $340: 
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5 „„ „% ² ˙³²1i᷑⸗· *. Of pi ublic "affairs L can only hear with | 
curioſity and wonder : "careleſs as you may think me, I feel myſelf 
deeply intereſted. You muſt now write often ; make Miſs Firth copy 
any curious fragments; and ſtir up. any of my well-informed ac- 
quaintance, Batt, Douglas, Adam, perhaps I Lord e e to | 
_ correſpand with-me ; I, will anſwer them. - 255 ; 
We are now cold and gay at Lauſanne. " The 1 came to 
town. yelterdap. I ſaw a, good deal of Lords Malmſbury and Beau- | 
OT OT „„ TR 09s I Bit: 
like him much: I-gave them a dinner. | e 
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+ Barons your letter, Which I received yeſterday, I was in, the 
anxious ſituation of a king, who hourly expects a courier from his 
Sener Wich the news of a deciſive engagement. I had abſtained 


from writing l {far fear of, dropping, a word, or betrayi ring a feeling, 
N 5 il he} 

which x might r 1 er vou too cautious 'or too bold. the famous 

8th. of April, between twelve and two, I refledted. that the bufinels 

Was determined; and each ſucceeding day=1 computed the ſpeedy 


approach of your meſſenger, with favourable or melaricholy tidings. 


| | When 1 broke the ſeal, L expected to read, W hat 'a damned un- „ 
| 7 lucky fellow y you. are! Nothing tolerable was offered, and Tin- 5 


« dignantly ; withdrew the eſtate.” 1 did remember the fate of poor 
Lenborough, "and I Was afraid of your magnanimity, &c. It is 


7 © whimſical enough, hüt it is human nature, that 1 now begin to think 


of the deep-rooted foundations of land, and the airy fabric of the 
funds. Lnot only conſent, but even wiſh, to have eight or ten thou-- - 
fund pounds on a good mortgage. The pipe of wine you ſent tome 
Was ſeized, and, would have been confiſcated, if the government of + 

Berne had not. treated, me, with the moſt flattering and diſtinguiſhed 
- eivility: they not only releaſed the wine, but they paid out of their « own 
pocket the ſhares to which. the balliff and the informer were entitled 
by law. I ſhould not forget that the bailiff refuſed' to accept of his 
part. Poor Deyverdun's conſtitution f is quite broken ; he has had 
two or three attacks, not ſo violent as the firſt : every time the door 
is haſtily opened, I expect to hear of ſome fatal accident: the beſt or 
1 hopes of the phyſicians are only that he may linger ſome time 
longer; - but, if he lives till the ſummer, they propoſe ſending bim to 
ſome mineral waters at Aix, in Savoy. Jou will be glad to hear 


chat I am now aſſured of poſſeſſing, during my life, chis Gebe! 


bouſe and garden! The act has been lately executed in the beſt 
* 1 the n N I know not what to ſay of your 
. | "ROSS 
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"tent We 000 ny e 
rial conſequences; and I cannot be inſenſible to the hope, at leaſt the 
chance, of ſeeing in this country'a firſt lord of trade, or ſecretary at 
War. In your anfwery which I ſhall impatiently expect, you will 
give me a full and true acchunt of your deſigus, which by this time 


muſt have dropt, or be determined at leaſt, for tue preſent year. If 
you. come, it is high time that wesſhould loo out for a houſd e . 
taſk} much leſs eaſy than you may poſſibly imagine. Among e 


books, I reeominend to you the Count de Mirabeav's great work, 
_ « Sur la Monarchie Pruſſienne ; it is in ybur own 'way, and gives « 
very juſt and complete idea of · that wonderful machine. His / Cor- 
i reſpondenee Gecrette ) is diabolically good. Adieu: Ever yours. 
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nose i n EY 1 1 
eee our virtues are often connected with our fuults, if 


you were more tame and placid, you would be perhaps of leſsiufe 


aud value. A very important and diſſicult trauſaction deems toibe 


| nearly termidlated with ſucceſs and mutual ſatisfaclion e we fem d 


run before the wind with à proſperous gale; and, unleſs we ſhould 
- ſtrike on ſome: ſecret rocks which I do not foreſee, call, W 
before the 31ſt July, enter the harbour of Content; 5 though L cannot 


oe purſue the metaphor by adding we ſhall land, ſince our operation is 

df very oppoſite tendeney. I could: not eaſily forgive myſelf for 
- ſhutting you up in a dark room with parchments and attornies; did 

L not reflect that this! probably is the gaſt material trouble! that you 

will ever have on my account; and that after the labours and delays 

of twenty years, I ſhall at laſt/attain. hat I have always ſiglꝛed for, 

a clear and competent income, above my wants, and. equal to my 

wiſhes. In this contemplation you will he ſufficiently rewarded. 1 

By hope rn will be denten with our it{e:dnedt,: for I cannot furniſh 
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4 e eee Giblicn's jointureiia ROTO 
ES Ty the Nuten eſtate, and ber lagel>canfent> is nequiſite forthe ſales = 
aA ad agalu.Eamuth1cepeat my hope) that dns is perfectly fag. 
ti, dae thabthe eloſe. of her liſe may not be-embittered by ſuſpi· 
dia, gor fear; oridifeentent Mitt new'-fecurity docs Ile; prefer: 
— © b e Rt Fe er NN 
= -Geargra.ton. weak $0. 597ies) the rn Nis, Gould nag | 
EF © Helwpdo gire ie concerning ber late of health, To chi ig 
E OS IEG END: non {gn afraid, the as diſpleaſed . "Ros: US 
EE. TERS een, e eee eee eee 
TF the compariſon of we went and intereſt, how bool it is to pu 
chaſe land % + : 336 „ „% 
WW ͤ . - FF 
wDPDes chene ning u bfi derable fam inte his on.. 
8 uu, dar e argen whiah you ywurſelf myſt apprDοπe, but 
wich lb iet tie to enplzin ad preſent; For the Habe of diſ- 
Fo | * patching; das evening pod; lan. anfmer 40 your letter lich a. 
3 A rived/.this: morning. I confine myſelf 10 rhei wecdfich,, but the | 
donne e avon days L found" more familiar repifile. Alien. 
| RES: Dyer ut 30 ft © E Hi tot; $9299) Bare no Ws 
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1 mr, is no-more'1ke expired Saturdiy the ach inftant;, | 
1 f n r e 
tet d e friends, in the light of a-confumination devontliy to- 
de wille + Since September he has had a dozen apopledic firokes,. 
r SW them his-frengrty-gra«. 
Wl: | gually decayed; every principle oft le was'exhautsd; and had he- 
”  , - _ continued to drag a miſerable exifience; Yeaſt probably hase furs. 
J UF W was what he. 
| — 49408 5 Is 33 5 » himſelf 
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3 but the habits of a friendhip are not 


The 6rit'thys, and more eſpecially the hrſt nights, | 
were indeed painful. Laſt Wedneſday and Saturday” it would net 


bebe e eee Imuſt no recollect myſelf, ſince 
ĩt is neceſſary for me not only to impart the news, but to aſk your 
5 opinion in a very ſerious and doubtful quoſlion, which mult be de- 


cided without loſs of uh hill fimte/thefadts, bur ag L um on the 


LF 


dience; i; 4999710 e e e now 4/17 fl ee lr, 


nme eee 5 15 
\ "Had" my poor friend. die without a will, 4 female fee couſin. - 


ſettled ſomewhere in the north of Germany, and whom I believe he 
, had never ſeen; would have been his heir at law. In the next! de- 
1 — and one of theſe, an old:companion; by 
name Mr. de Mentlgny, he has ehoſen for hib heir! - As this howſe 


And garden was tlie belt” and cleareſt part of poor Deyverduti's. 


fortune; 26 there is a Heavy duxy et fine" (what they call lo, on 


every change of property out of the legal deſcent 3. as Montagny has 


_ afinalt* en ay: it was neceffary to make ſome pro- 
viſion in his favour. The will therefore leaves me che option of en- 


joying this place düfing my Tie; en paying the fum ef 250 l (L 


reckpn ii eee möney] ut preſent, and an annual tent; of 30 lj ot 
elfe, of purchaſing > the houſe and garden for a ſum whith; eee 


the duty, will bY to 2508 J. If I value the rent of 30 l. 4 


twelve years \pugchaſe, 1 may acquire my enjoyment" for life at about 


pr rate of 650 J.; auck the remaining 190% will be the Gifferende 
ween that nd ani abſclute perpetual property. As yo have 


"IT u e ele, much zeal fors ths intereſt of poſterity;: you: 4 


will eafily* re whith foals ab firſt prep e T-deeplyFeltthe - 
; Tags ſmaller ————— 
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1 eee 
eee te determzitge z W As eee ssh bew 
WW 8 k Tray Henven, ib laſt as you go n:; wad | | 
F wih to God this houſe had been your oN]. Nh on 


1 Ba © 88 Pity to build without or ſon or wife: N ee , x5 


r you enjoyiit anly all-youribifes ), i101 non bobs =" 
F Wes Sr eee mines does it oonoern one, aa. e ahi | 


NT RING. Whether the name belong to 585 eee | 


= is this flats af fuE-fBofaction. Iwas n. not muchaifturbed, by ay 


| 3 5 ; =» FE 5 menen een me, to prefer the right of par- 
_— chaſes -amohg.{bch friends, ſome jare. careleſs and ſome are ignorant. | 


GE: 5 de judgmerit of thoſe, cho ere able and willing to form an opi- 
nion; i oſten biaſſed bys ſome ſelfiſh or ſocial; Affection, by ſome 
wiſible or inviüble intereſt. But my own reflection have gradually 
Aud ſofeibly driven me from my firſt propenſity; and theſe. keller: 


; * EE ce will now proceed to em nerate: broth ops %s ah $457; 
. PO. Jean make this Purchaſe with eaſe, ad, prudence. As. I have 
8 1 "this pleaſure of not. hearing from you very lately, I flatter myſelf 
1 Ah 8 that you advance on a carpet road, and that almoſt by che feceipt of 
* win deen (Joly 308) .the acres; of Beriton will; be tranſuted. ao 
| Sn | zunds: if he payment be not abſolutely. com- 
3H i . 71 beer by that day, ee wilt not ſeruple, I ſuppoſe, pong the 
E- Ra 8 2600 l. at Goſſing s, to meet my draught. 70 Should he heſitate, I can Fan. 
.  Acfire Darrel to ſell, quant mum ſufficit of my ſhort annuities, . As a 
VIZ ͤ ſettlement of my affairs is mage, I wall be able, after 
_—- "* deduting this for, to ſquare my expence to my income, &. 
JW 2, On mature conſideration, I am perhaps leſs ſeifch and ie phi- 
—_ deen than, appear at firſt light: indeed, were 1 nat ſo, it 
| - , ; 3 80 44475611 | SAS EI * Jy £4 | * T7 would 
4 = * N E 1 1 — ©; 5 5 1 6 115 5 


„ 10 ron erb 99 
Gi bn ke temrfipdibering urn my Bbens iind nav, - 
auh let the Devil take the hindmoſt. I feel, (perhaps it is ſooliſh,)- 
but 1 feel that this little paradiſe will pleaſe me ſtill more when it is 
_ abfolutely my own; and that I ſhall be encouraged in every im- 
provement of uſe or beauty, by the proſpect that, eee 
it will be enjoyed by ſome perſon of my own choice I, ſometimes . 
reflect with PIR K. gene will n me; Mn that idea 
Is at leaſt as vain  and-chimerical;”;- + + / e 
3. The heir, Mr. de Montagny, eee My ſitua- 
tion of x Melder is-rather-how and ſingular in this country: the 
laws have not provided for many nice caſes which may ariſe between 
the landlord and tenant: ſome I can: foreſee, others have been ſug- 
geſted; many more J might feel when it would-be too late. His 
right of property might plague and confine me; he might forbid my 
lending to a friend, inſpect my conduct, check my improvements, 
© call for ſecurities,» repairs, &c. But if I purchaſe,” I walk on my 
| own terrace fierce and erect, theties mate found orchids 
| cious ſpots on the globe. Won en 
Should 1 ever migrate homewards, 60 428 but . event 
z len improbable than I could have thought- it two neee this 
Lane eee waere fe db, ese je ln * 
Weich theſe reaſons, and ſend me without delay a . ex- 
plicit opinion, to which I ſhall pay ſueh regard as the nature of cir- 
cumſtances will allow. ' But, alas! when all is determined, I ſhall 
_ poſſeſs this houſe, by whatſoever tenure, without friendſhip or do- 
meſtic ſociety. | I did not imagine, fix years ago, that'a plan of life 
fo congenial to 2 my wiſhes, would fo ſpeedily vaniſh. I cannot write 
wre «by ober ſubject” pany Mae MEE 
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Arrzn receiving and Apen the power of attorney, laſt Wed» 
a J opened, with ſome palpitation, the unexpected miſſive 
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8 8 5 : E t0/join, as ie wilt bes ſubſtantia in post fcb of friend- = 
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e / and widder 40 dat. conghiſion. | 


Rr et oe ads wh ref wha} fake 
VE The refuſal of mortgage does not pleafe me; but ſurely our offer 


8 5 88 2  ſhews ſome confidence in the goodneſs of my title. If be win not 


n far per cent: we muſt look out elſe- 


55 it ho mans poſition, of affairs. gives you: great advantage, © 
Sec. &, The Severys are all well ; an-uncommon cireumſtance for 

tttutce four perſons of the family at once. | 1 at 
"7 ” _ country-bouſe ſix miles from hence, which L viſit to-morrow for 
. or · three days. They oſten come to town, and we ſhall contrive 
; a part of the autumn together at Rolle. I want to change 
. che ſdene f and beautiful as the garden and proſpect muſt appear to 


N £ every eye, L feel that the ſtate of my own: \mind-caſts. a gloom: over ; 


0 LORD s 55 
Hole bonn n will-retuzg d mers. Bt 


l any agrecable, or even deciſus intelligence, I almoſt hefitate, x 


and to fly, from poor Deyverdun's ſhade, which meets me at ererr 
turn. 168 nene e dern bin bis Lok fo Rumi. en 75 
_ "cred miles! Why are we. ſo far off? 7 WM be HI GENT £7 Io i 
„One tavre, What. is the. difficulty. af tie title}, Wil wen of 
J W 
more oppreſſive and ridiculous than even the ald yoke of the clergy. 
Is not a term of ſeventy or eighty years, nearly twenty in my own 
perſon, ſufficient to prove our legal poſſeſſion? Will not the records 
of ines and recoveties atteſt that I am free from any bar of entails 
- and ſetilements? Conſult ſome ſage of the law, whether their pre- 
den e de e ant Ee. If your ground be firm, force 
them to execute the agreement or forfeit the depoſit. But if, aa 1 
much fear, they have a right, and a wiſh, to elude the conſummation, 
Would it not be better to releaſe tkem at once, than to be hung up c 
for five years, as in che caſe of Lovegrove, which colt me in the | 
end four or ſive thouſand pounds? You are bold, you are wiſez 
conſult, reſolye, act. In my penultimate letter I dropped a ſttange 
hint, chat a migration homeward was not impoſſible. I know not 
_ what to ſay; my mind is all afloat; yet you will not reproach me with 
caprice or inconſtancy. How many years did you damn my ſcheme 
of retiring to Lauſanne! I executed that plan; I found as muck 
happineſs as is compatible with human nature, and during — | 
years 17831787) I never breathed a ſigh of repentance: 
- my return from England the ſcene was changed: I found only = 
faint ſemblance of Deyverdun, and that ſemblance was each day 
fading from my ſight. — . but my 


ee DD [ anxiety 


IQ tet myſelf from the ſubject,. I could. not help writing to-day, = 
though I do nat find I have ſaid ang thing very material. A you 
wuſt be conſcious. chat you have agitated me, you, will nat poſtpengn 
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8 1 d, and eee in ail 
= . chely ſolitde. I am fill deeply rooted in this country; the poſ- 
FSR beton of this/\parddiſe, the friendihip of the Sevetys,”a mode of 
_ ciaty Tuited to my taſte; and the enormous trouble and expence/'of = 
n. Tet in England (hen the preſent clouds are diſpelled) 
Ti © very comfortable eftabliſhment in London, or rather 
5 ER . Bath ; ind 1 have a very noble county -ſeat at about ten miles 
A from Faſt Grinſtead in Suſſex ®; That ſpot is dearer to me than the 
Een 5 reſt of the three kingdoms; and I have ſometimes wondered how 
. ; do men; ſo oppoſite in cheir tempets and purſuits, ſhould; have in- 
>  - bibed/ fo long and kvely a propenſity for each other,. Sir Stanier 


done isjuſt dead. He bas leſt his widow with a moderate penſion, 
uad wo children, my neareſt relations: tlie cleft, Charlotte, is . 


_— about Loviſa's s age, 436 alſo a moſt amiable ſenſihle young creature, 
f have conceived a romantic idea of educating - -apd: adopting. her; | 
=. - 1 ve deſcend into the vale of years our infirmities require ſome do- 
3 5 meſtic female ſociety: Charlotte would be the comfort of my age, 
A2 nad I could reward her care and dene with a decent fortune. 
X fchouſand difficulties, oppoſe. the execution of the plan, Which 1 
pda never opened but to you Ver k would be leſs impracticable 
—_: i England: than in Switzerland. Adieu. I am , wounded ; 1 
_ _ ſome. oil into my wounds: yet I am Jeſs unhappy, fin © > har a 
5 _ : : TE 5 f ee my mind upon. paper at i e r 
. er ou not amazed at vs Freogh, api, They 1 7 the 
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HIN. an. our 7 8 reception of your. laſt, I drew. my 
=. pen forge pupole of a reply, and my exordium ran 0 the 973 
. Yards: © And ee chat it is much more 1 rational, as yell 
N e 2 n * — Sehe-Pic, L108 * * til e 


% % : I = 1 7 . * "$4 ** 37 . "A by + -A0& 
\ * PE * wi 0 q 4 Bas 7 : E 8 ? a N * ; 4 @ + 6k UK * A8 


| F 1 5 Leute, Sept, £3 1789, 


> 
7 
1 
F 
T) 
14 
2 


* * * 
1 * 
* * 
4 & * 
97 1 o 
il © : 
4 = * - 
It . ; 
uv 
1 RT 
73 = _ 
+8 \ v 
iis 
L 
7 14 ons * 
if! 
A , 
13 Pow 
- * ry * * 
% 
l * 4 
- N 
5 
1 - 

* 

1 P ” 

4 - 

— 2 5 
. . " * 
5 K+ A 
py 1 b 
* 
* 1 — 
7 . by ; 
- 
* 
* - 7 2 4 C % 


FO on SHEFFIELD; 20; 
b 10 anſwer 4 letter of real buſineſs: by ä the 


„ peſt. v This important truth is again verified. by my own, ex- 
ample: After writing thret pages L was called away by à very ra- 


tional! motive, and che poſt departed before I could return to te 


concluſion. A ſecond delay Was coloured hy ſome decent pretenes : 
Three weeks have ſlipped away, and I now force myſelf on a taſk, 
which ſhould have, diſpatched without an effort on the firſt ſum. 
mons! My only excuſe | is, that I had little to write, about Engliſh 
buſineſs, and that I could write: nothing REO "HANS 
a affairs. . And firſt, as Ariſtotle ſays of, the firſt, „„ 
1. Iwas indeed in dow ſpirits when I ſent het you fo juſtly. file 
my [diſmal letter; but I do affure you, that my. own feelings con- 
tributed much more to ſink me, than any events or terrors relative to 
the ſale of Betiton · "Pur gun yo and ks Sons: 299 Py 
latory epiſtle, that, &c., &. t + 41% , 
a4. My Swiſs tratiſaction has due el a n e 5 hal | 
not become the proprietor of my houſe and garden at Lauſanne, and 
I relinquiſh the phantom with more regret than you could eaſily 
imagine. But I have been determined by à difficulty, which at firſt 
appeared of little moment, but which has gradually ſwelled: to an 


alarming magnitude. There is a law in this country, as well as in 


ſome provinces of France, which is ſtyled le droit de retrait, le rnit | 
Langer, (Lord Loughborough muſt have heard; of it,) by which 
the relations of the deceaſed-are entitled to redeem a houſe or ęſtate 
at the price for which /itchas; been/,ſold;; and as the ſum fixed by 
ſerve. eps ee geg e value, a eromd of compe- 
vided); nan my eee Lam not ſubject to ie drait de retrait, 
ſimce I take not as a purchaſer, hut as a leggatee. But the words of 
che will are ſomewhat ambiguous; the event of law is always uncer- 

tain, the adminiſtratiom of juſtice at Bern (the laſt appeal) depends 
too much · on favourꝰ and intrigus z and it is very doubtful whether, | = 
could revert to the lfe-holding, after having choſen and loſt the 


DD2 : property. 


| a co 


8 epa, bes eee eng to open a 'negaciatio 
Wh Mir. de Montagny, through the medium of my friend the judge; 
_ _ nid "as he moſt ardehtly wiſhes! to keep the houſe, he conſented, 
5 — beſts; to my'propofats.” Teſterday he ſigned 
d eetant in the moſt tegular und binding form, by which he 
Ae ity power ef Mrmtferflüg dy finer, interprets in the moſt 
wipe fehſe'iny right of making alterations, and/expteſely reneuntes 
de, ib latidlerd; of viliing or inſpefting'the premiſes. I have 
promiſed to Teh? Him twelve thouſand livres, (between ſeven and 
eight hundred pounds) ſecured on the houſe and land. The. mort- 
Die de four'tliftes its value; the intereſt of os pounds per crit. will 
| de drimvally diſcharged by the rent of chüity gulnens. 80 that I am 
don tranquf n chat ſecre for the remalnder ef my days. I hope 
e ie will gradually recoridite! me 70 e have in- 
| habited with my poor friend ; for in ſpits of 'the'Freunt of London, 
Tam fill Perſunded wat no other e er e g b oe 
hat Made ef ftudious arid: ſociat life 
„ar from deltghting ir the whirl of a metropdls, iny 4 TRY 
Sifdt gut Läufanne is the great mumber of -fttangets, always of 
| 'EngRit, nd ned of French, by whom we are infeſted in ſummer. 
Ter We have eſtuped the danrned great ones, er eren wwe 
Töliguate, Se. Who flip by us to Turin” What a ſcene id 
While the(afſembly-i8 voting ubſtract propoſitiona, Paris is an Bs 
Plident republic; tie provirices have neither authority nor freedom, 
and poor Necker declutes thaticredid is fo inöre, and that the people 
rFeruſe to pay taxes, Fet L think you muſt be ſeduced by the abo- 
tien of Gthesl If Eün goes 20 Paris 'y0u may have ſome curious 
infbrmatioh Give theiſoinwaccoutitiof Mr. and Mrs. Douglas. DO 
[they ve Wk Lord North? I hope they do When vill iparlia- 
ment de Gffolved? Are you ſtill Coventry- mad? I embrace my 
may, ie Aprightly Maria, and the ſmiling Beuifa“ Alas! alas! 
| yo l never e to Bwitberland. 2 Adieu; ener ybjẽẽe. 9050 
* 963: No! Du! notorfs gate 1998 blen. il 97 toe 109 
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. 10 LORD SEP PIII. 


148. Wr £5 om 1551 5 g F £44 ib 2 94+}; {$53 Twi Zal c ales ee > | 
t - Alas? 1 kat anth.6 A x big] {it ts wall Co; Jhnet 
i l > i at with cold iron. „ nn, 


eh ! what delays and difficulties do attend the man who meddles 


vie legal and landed buſineſs" Ter if it be only't6 difappoint you 
expectation, I am not fo very nervous at this 'new provoking ob- 


ſtacle. 1 hag totally forgotten the deed in queſtion, which was con- 8 


trived i in the laſt year of my fathet's Hfe, to tie 15 hands and regu- 
late the diforder of his affairs ; and Which might have beet f Kalily 
cancelled by Sir Stanier, ho ad not the finallelt itercht in it, 
either for himſelf or Bis Ruly⸗ The amicable ſuit,” Which is: now | 
become neceſſary, muſt, 1 think, be ſhort and Uittandbig ous, yer 1 
cannot help dreading the crotchets, that lurk under the n 
great wig ; and, at all events, I foreſee ſome additional "de lay and 
expence.' The golden pill of the two thouland": el ight hundred Ca | 
has ſoothed my diſcontent; ; and if it be fafely logged 3 Gol. 
Ungs, I agree with you, in c dering 1 if as an une utvoca] pled 
A fair and willing parctufer. 3 l mg in that ligh e li 
| rejgiee | in ſo large a depoſit, ith is no longer 0 5 og 
extent. 'You are appriſed by my "laſt 2 20 that 1 have + 8008 
myſelf tc to the life-enjoyment of the hopſe * Ps garden. en * in 
ſpite of my feelings, | 1 aim every, tay... more. © convinc a i have 
choſen the ſafer fide. © 1 believe. my e cauſe to "Rte 55 


1911181 


it was- doubtful. "Law in this country is not ſo expe 


£4 


England, but it is more troubleſome zul müff haye gohe to, 


TE ©. 7X 


have ſolicited, e n -,perſon bn ; a = vile cuf om! the e eyent 
#10 471 os * . * 


at leaſt two I ould. in a 
ery; ul 1 8 1 oo u 5 it . 

| pos been madneſs 10 have attempted any: alteration or? i | EY 
According to my preſent arranger gement 1 ora want n no more. than 
e 0 pet you will 
direct 
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55 they, paſs the autumn. am not. ſorry to.y ry U 
_ bo with t to be 1 fg DE ſome ſerations are making i in 


er in India bonds, chat it may 


1 I am accountable to . for che in- 
tteereſt. The elderly. lady in a male habit, who informed me that 
N 12 is a repiſter county, is a certain judge, one Sir William 


done t name you may poſſibly have heard. Aſter ſtating 
and creglitors, with regard to. the title. of 
en Which they.Jay out. or lend their money, he. thus con- 


| ; : eee Aer act and event regarding the tranſmiſſion | 


: | entered on record; and ſome of our own 
ee 1; diviſions, particularly tl the extended county of York 


and the populous county of Middleſex, have prevailed with. the 
7 legiſlature to erect. ſuch regiſters. in their reſpeQive diſtricts.” * | 


By (Backftone's Commentaries, wl. it. P 343. edition, of 1774, in. 


Hes 2 0 — K it is in 2 good company; but I 
all right, a and that th t e regiſter i 18 confined | to one 
pe, have, 1 two or. three months before 15 1 
our ent ſagaclty will diſcover ſome ſound 
Tt not have time 25 arrange another mortgage. 
hurry, as 1 am ettin out for Rolle, where 1 
Ys _ BD gt in 295 leafant 1 


write f 
e * Ae 
| be fetr led with c 


LPS 


= 


en Son: n 10 ntk 7 
Shs 


t Lauſanne. | mlb may be. of ſervice to 
Ber 1 Hee er, but we do not at al alike 3 5 5 gt ond of EET 


5 "How 5 N how co -omplete: 6 ould. 15 Ig you': 

1 pI T t your by 85 re 50 "of e WIR vilit ſeems to 199 Face 
| "Thea a. 1 a he | u will n w not find five bündelt pounds 
"for 4 rational e 55 nd” os 1 e be dif- 
| 5 5 9 Por. ; "7 3 99 WES J par] 48 


e e and for —— I cannot 
Ain of Kt wit "Pray take ſerious ſtrenuous meaſures for 


"tendi ing m OOTY W or” exce Rh et = in e cafk, With 'fome dozens 


levy: ©: * 7 75 e yt of 
Ky y: 


' 


es ES 1 LORD SHEFFIELD. : 


1 10 mould be-configned/to Meiſis, Ro 
Voituriers at Oſtend, and I muſt have timely notice of its manch. 
We have ſo much to ſay about France, that I ſuppoſe we ſhall-never 
Oe Ow" de e eee fn bet tenant Adieu. 
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"IE > Wal Deceniber Lewd 1789. 

Vo have wal condi” to accuſe. my ſtrange ſilence and negledt i in 
che moſt important of my own affairs ; for I will preſume to aſſert, | 
that in a buſineſs of yours, of equal alf queue, you. Tthould not 
find me cold or careleſs. | But, on the preſent occaſion my. ſilence f is, 
perhaps, the higheſt compliment I ever paid you... Tou remember 
the anſwer of Philip of Macedon : * « Philip may. ſleep, while he 
1 knows that Parmenio is awake.” 1 expected, and, to ſay the 

truth, I wiſhed that my Parmenio would haye decided and adted, 
without expecting my dilatory anſwer, and i in his deciſion I hould 
have acquieſced with implicit confidence. But ſince vou will have 
my opinion, let us conſider the preſent ſtate of. my affairs. In the 
- courſe of my life I have often known, and ſometimes felt, the dif- 
ficulty of getting money, but I now find myſelf involved in a more 
ſingular diſtreſs, the difficulty of placing i it, and if it contiriues much 
longer, I ſhall almoſt wiſh for my land again. ee 
. perfectly agree with you, that it is bad management ta pur hai 
in the funds when they do not Yield. four pounds ber cent. 1185 „ 
* „ „ „ * 
f Some of this money T can —— ſafely, by means of my banker 
here; ; and I ſhall poſleſs, what I have always deſired, a command 'of 
; caſh, which L.cannot abuſe to my prejudice, ſince I have it in my 
power to ſupply with my pen any extraordinary or fanciful in- 
dulgence of expence. And ſo. müch, much indeed, for pecuniary | 
matters. What would you have me ſay of the affairs of France? 
We are too near, and too remote, to form an accurate judgment of 
that wonderful ſcene.. The _— of the court and government 


32 


uns FROM MR«/ GIBBON 


VV ieee u has happened, i FRA 
weden tht aviinnocent;well-diſpoſed Prince has paid the forfeit of 
wein of bis predeceſſors; of the ambition of Lewis the Fourteenth, 
of che profuſion'of Lewis the Fifteenth, - The French nation had a 
= Go rmmitf, but they have abuſed, and may loſe their ad- 
h had been content with a liberal tranſlation of our 
=. By den, if they had. reſpected the prerogatives of the crown, and the 
J priyileges of the zobles, they might have raiſed a ſolid fabric on the 
J only true foundation, the natural ariſtocracy. of a great country. 
Hie different is the proſpect Their King brought a captive te 
| Paris, after bis palace had been ſtained with the blood 'of his guards; 
5 ne Göbler f. exile; the cle . plundered. i in a way which ſtrikes at 
EE os the x60t of "all property z the capital an independent republic ; the 
WE ET union of the. Propinces diſſolved; the flames of diſcord kindled by 
FE : mie wort of men; (in that light I conſider Mirabeau ;) aud the 
1 Honeſteſt | of the aſſembly, a ſet of wild viſionaries, (like our Dr. 
„ J ho gravely debate, and dream about the. eſtabliſhment of 
24 pð püre and perfect democracy of five-and-twenty millions, the vir- 
F 2 es of the golden age, and the primitive rights | and equality of 
5 n Which would lead, in fair reaſoning, to an equal partition 
| | W fat and money. How many -years-muſt elapſe before France | 
Fan recover any vigour, or reſume her ſtation among the Powers of 
| b et As yet, there is no ſymptora of 3 a great man, a Richlieu 
or's a Cromwell, ariſing, either to reſtore the monarchy, of to lead the 
omn ch. The weight of Paris, more deeply engaged in the | 
Funds chan 4 all. the reft of the kingdom, will long delay a bank- 
ruptey z and if i it ſhould happen, it will be, both in the cauſe and 
dhe eſſect, a. meaſure. of weakneſs, rather than of ſtrength. Tou 
| ſend me to.Chamberry, to ſee a Prince and an Archbilbop. | Alas! 
we have exiles enough here, with the Marſhal de Caſtries and the 
| Duke de 9812 at their head; and this inundation of firangers, 
which uſed to nfined to the ſummer, will now | ſtagnate all the 
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Gt, 10 LORD SHEFFIELD.) | ©” 
ia The only ones Silom, I: een with pleaſure are 
Mr. Mounier, the late preſident of che national aſſembly, and the 
Count de Lally; they have both dined with me. Mounier, who is 
a ſerious dry politician, is returned to Dauphine. Lally is an ami- 
able man of the world, and a poet: he paſſes the winter here. Lou 
know. how much I prefer a quiet ſelect ſociety to a crowd of 
names and titles, and that I always ſeek converſation with a view 
to amuſement, rather than information. What happy countries 
are . p and r ne if 12 know ml A iagh __ 
happineſs. *. 

I have 2 butch to "RE my dun Maris, 40d Tiowiſ, 
| but 1 can add only a ſhort poſſcript about the Madeira.” Good Ma- 
deira is now become eſſential to my health and reputation. May 
your hogſhead prove as good as the laſt; may it not 'be intercepted 
by the rebels or the Auſtrians.” What a ſcene again in that country! 
Happy 0 55 ONES rnd Ws ne _—_ adieu. ip * 


544 N f 5 7" 


| 3 13 3 1790. 
Vous two laſt epiſtles, of the and 11th. inſtant, were ſomewhat. 


delayed on the road; they arrived within two days of each other, 
the laſt this morning (the 27th); ſo that I anſwer. by the firſt, or. 


at leaſt by the ſecond poſt. Upon the whole, your French method, 


though ſometimes more rapid, appears to me leſs ſure and ſteady 
than the old German highway, &. &. 3 ** 
* * * * * * * * * pe oth. 
But enough of this, A new and brighter proſpeRt ſeems to be break-, 
ing upon us, and few events of that lind have ever given me more 
pleaſure than your ſucceſsful negociation and „ 8 440 
anſwer. "The agreement is, indeed, equally convenient for both 
parties : no time or expence will be walted i in ſerutinizing the title of 


the eſtate; the intereſt -will be. ſecured by the clauſe of five fer cent. 


and 1 lament with you, that no larger ſum chan eight thouſand 


e i pounds 


57 - 
* / {FA 
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ound: News, be N on-Bedkdn „without aſking (rar might be 
| ſomewhat impudent) eee Tout) 8575 Sc. ee = 
FFF [4 10Þ 
ee ee ene wr the _ of: theſe: ar- 
RE rangements with ſage diſcretion and abſolute power. 1 ſhorten: my 

. leiter, that I may diſpatch it by this poſt. I ſee the time, and I 
I Eons ſhall rejoice-to ſee it at the end of twenty years, when my cares will 
5 be at an end, and our friendly pages will be no longer ſullied with: 
the repetition of dirty land and vile money; when we may expatiate 
on the politics of the world and our perſonal ſentiments. Without 

d expecting your anſwer of buſineſs, 1 mean to write ſoon in a purer 
pie and I wic to lay open to m ftiegd the late of my mind, | 
which (excluſive of all worldly concerns) is not perfectly at eaſe. 
= mean while, I muſt add two or three ſhort articles. 1. am 

-  - - aſtoniſhed at Elmnſley's filence, and the immobility of your picture, 
Mine ſhould have departed nien en a ſure 
1 &c. &c. n 2 N 
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%% y LS gate | Lavoanns, May 150. 1790. 
- Siwes be rde origin gi (e 4 ov⁰ 5 of our oonnection and correſpond- 
ence, fo long an interval of en rei not ee | as far we 
remember, between us, 8c. &c. 
From wy ſilence you conclude ike the moral complaint, which 1 
Kad: infiriuated in my laſt, is either inſignificant, or fanciful. The con- 
cluſion is raſh. But the complaint in queſtion is of the nature of a flow. 
lingering diſeaſe, which is not attended with any immediate danger. | 
AsT have not leiſure to expatiate, take the idea in three words: Since 
the loſs of poor Dey verdun, I am alone; and even in Paradiſe, ſo- 
„ litude is painful to a ſocial mind. When I was a dozen years 


e younger, I fearcely felt the weight of a ſingle exiſtence amidſt the 
V * crowds of London, CONES: of clubs; but it will preſs more 


I hy | 6c Py 
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* « heanly upon 0 land, in the decline of i 
e with the increaſe of 'infirmitics. Some CRE 
< deſperate, muſt be embraced, to ſecure the domeſtic ſociety of a 
<' male. or female companion. But I am not in a hurry ;- there is 
time for reflection and advice. During this winter ſuch finer 
feelings have been ſuſpended by the groſſer evil of bodily pain. On 
the ninth of February I was ſeized by ſuch a fit: of the gout as I had 
never known, though I muſt be thankful that its dire effects have 
| been confined to the feet and knees, without aſcending to the more 
noble, parts. With ſome viciſſitudes of better and worſe, | I have 
groanegd between two and three months; the debility has furvived 
the pain, and though now eaſy, I am carried about in my chair, 
without any power, and with a very diſtant chance, of ſupporting 
myſelf, from the extreme weakneſs and contraction of the joints of 
my knees. Let I am happy in a ſkilful phyfielan, arid kind affidu- 
ous, friends; every evening, during more than three months,” has. 
been enlivened (excepting when I have been forced to refuſe them) by 
ſome cheerful viſits, and very often by a choſen party of both ſexes: 
How different is ſuch ſociety from the ſolitary evenings which 1 
have paſſed in the tumult of London! It is not worth while fighting 
about a ſhadow, but ſhould I ever return to r 75 wild” 
' metropolis, would be my laſt retreat. * 
Your portrait is at laſt arrived ern A eber | 
cupies a conſpicuous place over the chimney-glaſs in my library. It 
is the object of general admiration; good judges (the few) applaud 
che work; the name of Reynolds opens the eyes and mouths of the 
many; and were not I afraid of making you vain, I would inform 
you that the original is not allowed to be more than five-and-thifty: 
In ſpite of private reluctance and public diſcontent, I have h6tiour: 
ably diſmiſſed my/e/f*. I ſhall arrive at Sir Joſhua's before the end 
of the month; oF wil give me a look, and PP « a 96h; and | 


„ His portrait. 1.18 
E E 2 | | vou 


— 


7 


„ FL = 
o 22 4 5 
141141 
3 


Do dot be nervous, Lam not rolled up; had I been fo, you might 


from that b—— Kitty Coventry, that I care not what marriage you 
contract. A great city would ſuit your dignity, and the duties 


ſend me the African pamphlet * by the poſt? it would not have 


juſtice and humanity. But do you not expect to work at Belze- 


vernment of a negro- driver? J ſhould Ts both 19 Toy and | 


very favourable winter; the young man is impatient to hear from a 
family which he places above all others: yet he will generouſly write | 
next week, and ſend you a drawing of the alterations in the houſe. 


in architecture, and ſome elegance in furniture. I admire the cool. 


: oc a0 he Pj far alin the SU Trad, by Lord Sheela, 
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have gazed on my charms four months ago. want ſome account 
of yourſelf, of my Lady, (ſhall we never directly correſpond?) of 
Louiſa, and of Maria. Ho has the latter ſince her launch ſup- 


ported a quiet winter in Suffex ? - I fo much rejoice in your divorce 


which would kill me in the firſt ſeſſion, would fupply your activity 
with a conſtant fund of amuſement. But tread ſoftly and ſurely; 
the ice is deceitful, the water is deep, and you may be ſouſed over 
head and ears before you are aware. Why did not you or Elmſley 


eoſt much. You have ſuch a knack of turning a nation, that T'am | 
afraid you; will triumph (perhaps by the force of argument) over 


bub's ſugar plantations in the infernal regions, under the tender go 


Miſs Frth. rp Angry _ 3 


ene you not ec the power, wi 1 live never ay 
over all my caſh at the Goſlings? The Severy family has paſſed a 


Do not raiſe your ideas; you know I am ſatisfied with convenience 


neſs with which you aſk me to epiſtolize Reynell and Elmſley, as if 
a letter were fo TT e be aur Hah me 


Youn 
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„it abe ne Aon a % 224 od Ft aq 262 * ha 796 | 
York ad wil 9 into pity, when you hear "that for 
ren weeks paſt I have been again confined to my chamber and my 
chair, Vet I muſt haſten, generouſly haſten, to exculpate the gout, 
| my old enemy, from the curſes, which you already pour on his head. 
He i is. not the cauſe of this diſorder, although the conſequences: have 
been ſomewhat ſimilar, I am ſatisfied that this effort of nature has 
laved me from a very dangerous, perhaps a fatal, criſis ; and I liſten 
to the flattering hope that it may tend to keep che gout at a more 
reſpe pectful diſtance, &c. &c. &c. 

"The whole ſheet has been filled with dey {a6 we neſs ; oy 1 
| muſt and wilt reſerve ſome lines of the cover for a little friendly con- 
verſation. I paſſed four days at the caſtle of Copet with Necker; and 
| could have wiſhed to have ſhewn him, as a warning to any aſpiring 

youth cited with the dzmon of ambition. With all the means 
of private happineſs i in his power, he is the moſt miſerable of human 
OY, the paſt, the preſent, and the future are equally odious to 
him. When 1 ſuggeſted ſome domeſtic amuſements of books, build- 
ing, Ser. he anſwered, with a deep tone of deſpair, Pans I'#tat ou 
« je ſuis, je ne puis ſentir que le coup de vent qui m'a abbati.” 
How different from the careleſs cheerfulneſs with which our poor 
friend Lord North ſupported his fall! Madame Necker maintains 
more external compoſure, mais le Diable n'y perd rien. It is true 
that Necker wiſhed to be earried into the cloſet, like old Pitt, on the 
ſhoulders of the people; and that he has been ruined by the demo- 
22 which. he had raiſed. I believe him to be an able financier, and 
w him to be an honeſt man; too honeſt, perhaps, for a miniſter. 

is xival Calonne has paſſed through Lauſanne, in his way from 
wats ah and was ſoon followed by the Prince of Condé, with his ſon 
and grandſon z, but I was too much indiſpoſed to ſee them. They 
have, or have had, ſome wild projects of a counter- revolution: 
horſes] have been bought, men levied: ſuch fooliſh attempts muſt 


— 
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| - hogs rain of che pen Burke's bock is a moſt admirable me- 
=; dicine againſt the French diſeaſe, which has. made too much progreſs 
| 5 8 even in this happy country, 1 admire his eloquence, I approve his 


politics, I adore his chivalry, and I can forgive even his ſuperſtition. 
"The primitive church, which I -have treated with ſome freedom, was 


ED | . Arend at that time an innovation, and I was attached to the old Pagan 
of the Togtith nation, that I wiſh the moſt conſiderable men of all 
1 | parties and deſcriptions would join in ſome public act, declaring 
| | . themſelves ſatisfied and reſolved to ſupport our preſent conſtitution. 
MX s Ba-uch a declaration would have a wonderful effect in Europe ; __ - - 
were I thought worthy, 1 myſelf would be proud to ſubſeribe it. 
I have a great mind to ſend you mething of a, PAD ſuch as all 
png: men might adopt. 
I have intelligence of the approach of my Madeira. 33 9 
equal pleaſure the Tecond pipe, now in the Torrid Zone. Send me 
ſiome pleaſant details of your domeſtic ſtate, of Maria, Ge. If m 
Lady thinks that my ſilence is a mark of indifference, my Lady i Is A 


8 1 op have you all at Lauſanne next ſummer. 2 


b i 556-0205 
ü eee eee | 
© taken earlier notice of the.firſt, had I not been in daily expectation 
of theſecond. - I muſt begin on the ſubject of hat really intereſts 
me the moſt, your glorious election for Briſtol. © Moſt ſincerely do 1 
congratulate your exchange of a curſed expenſive jilt, who deſerted 
you for a rich Jew, for an honourable connection with a chaſte and 
virtuous. matron, who will probably be as conſtant as the is difin- 
tereſted. In the whole range of election from [Caithneſs to St. Ives, 
I mich doubt whether there be a ſingle choice ſo truly honourable 
to the member and the conſtituents. The ſecond commercial city 
invites, from a diſtant province, an independent gentleman, known 
e vp only 


1 1 
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only _—_ active ſpirit, and his: writings on the ſubject of trade; 
aud names him, without intrigue or expence, for her repreſentative : 
even the voice of party ef while actions ſtrive which ſhall 
applaud the moſt. | 
© You are now ſure, for ſeven years to come, of never wanting food; 
F mean buſineſs: what a crowd of fuitors or complainants will be- 
liege your door! what a load of letters and memorials will be heaped 
on your table! 1 much queſtion whether even you will not ſome- 
times exclaim, Ohe! jam atis git. but that is your affair. Of the 
excurſion to Coventry I cannot decide, but I hear it is pretty gene- 
rally blamed: but, however, I love gratitude to an old friend and 
ſhall not be very angry if you damned them with a farewel to all 
eternity. But I cannot repreſs my indignation at the uſe of thoſe 
fooliſh, obſolete, odious words, Whig : and Tory. In the American. 
war they might have ſome meaning; and then your Lordſhip was a 
Tory, although you ſuppoſed yourſelf a Whig : fince the coalition, | 
all general principles have been confounded; and if there ever was 
an ition to men, not meaſures, it is the preſent. Luckily both 
the leaders are great men; and, whatever happens, the country muſt 
fall upon its legs. What a ſtrange miſt of peace and war ſeems to 
hang over the ocean! We can perceive nothing but ſecrecy and 
vigor; but thoſe are excellent qualities to perceive in a miniſter. . 
From yourſelf and politics I now return to my private concerns, 
which I ſhall methodically conſider —_ the ym eee of 
mind, body, and eſtate? ELL 
1. I am not abfolutely Aiſpteaſed i your” hit ſo haſtily - at the 
hint, a tremendous hint, in my laſt letter. But the danger is not fo 
ſerious or imminent as you ſeem to ſuſpect; and I give you my 
word, that, before I take the ſlighteſt ſtep which can bind me either 
in law, conſcience, or honour, I will faithfully | communicate, and 
we will freely diſcuſs, the whole ſtate of the buſineſs. - But at pre- 
ſent there js not any thing to — LCL] Ido affure you 
rg that 


. CY — 
K —_ _ o 8 
— . — - — * 
rte ” 


1 == 

—— ITY 
o 

$27 een = 


f = y . 
J — OFT — 


n ——_— _— is x 9 
* 245 8 © bil £4 LED N 
— — — FE . 
2 wes” <6 ol 3 N 5 8 "4 

* — — — 4 - 
n CH _ EI nn tn ten KT 
4 252% — — A » ne — * 
— — ny _ — — ors ona — — 

0 


— 
— ᷑rä Rrpe nts, com b — —— — — — — — — 4 — 
L * 


— — — — 


216 LETTERS FROM MR. oo. 


that I have not any particular object in 1 1m not in barem 
any of the hyænas of Lauſanne, though there are ſome who keep 
their claws, tolerably well pared. Sometimes, in a ſolitary mood, I, 


have fancied myſelf married to one or another of thoſe whoſe ſociety 


and converſation are the moſt pleafing to me; but when I have 
: painted in my fancy all the probable conſequences of ſuch an union, 


L have ſtarted from my dream, rejoiced in my eſcape, and ejacu lated 
a thankſgiving that I was till in poſſeſſion of my natural freedom. 
Yet 1 feel, and ſhall continue to feel, that domeſtic ſolitude, how-, 


ever it may be alleviated by the world, by ſtudy, and even by friend- 


ſhip, is a, comfortleſs ſtate, . which will grow more painful as I de- 


ſcend in the vale of years. At preſent my ſituation is very tolerable; 
and if at dinner- time, or at my return home in the evening, I ſome-, 


times figh for a companion, there are many hours, and many occa- 


; Jons, in which I enjoy the ſuperior bleſſing of being ſole maſter of 


my own houſe, But your plan, though leſs dangerous, is ſtill more 
abſurd than mine: ſuch a couple as you deſcribe could not be found; 


and, if found, would not anſwer my purpoſe; their rank and poſition 
| would be awkward and ambiguous to myſelf, and my acquaintance ; 


and the agreement of three perſons of three characters would, be ſtill 
more impracticable. My plan of Charlotte Porten is undoubtedly the 


moſt deſirable ; and ſhe might either remain a ſpinſter (the caſe is not 
| without example), or marry ſome Swiſs of my choice, who would 


increaſe and enliven our ſociety; and both would have the ſtrongeſt 


motives for kind and dutiful behaviour. But the mother has been 
indirectly ſounded, and will not hear of ſuch a propoſal for ſome 
years. On my ſide, I would not take her, but as a piece of ſoft 
Bax. which J could model to the ep hcl and, manners. of the 
; OY + I muſt therefore be patient. 


Young Severy's letter, which; may be aw. in your hands, and, 
which, for theſe three or four laſt poſts, has furniſhed my indolence 


: with a ee fo, dure han ren informed. rn, of the 


4. means 
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my confinement, ſince 1 was not en to move op e my bank, or 
chair, from the ninth of February to the firſt of July, very nearly five 
months. The firſt weeks were accompanied with more pain than I 
have ever known in the gout, with anxious days and ſleepleſs nights; 
and when that pain ſubſided, it left a weakneſs in my knees which 
ſeemed to have no end. My confinement was however ſoftened by + 
books, by the poſſeſſion of every comfort and convenience, by a fue> 
ceſſion each evening of agreeable company; and by a flow of equal 
ſpirits and general good health. During the laſt weeks I deſcended 
to the ground floor, poor Deyverdun's apartment, and conſtructed a 
chair like Merlin's, in which I could wheel myſelf in the houſe and 
on the terrace. My patience has been univerſally: admired; yet how. 
many thouſands have paſſed thoſe five months leſs eaſily than my- 
ſelf. I remember making a remark perfectly ſimple, and perfectly 
true; © At preſent, (I ſaid to Madame de Severy,)-I am not poſi- 
«tively miſerable, and I may reaſonably hope a daily or weekly im- 
« proyement,. till ſooner or later in the ſummer I Mall recover new | 
1 6 | limbs, and new pleaſures, which, Lido: not now poſſeſs: have e any 
1 of you ſuch a proſpect ? The prediction has been accompliſhed, 
—— I have arrived to my preſent condition of ſtrength, or. rather of 
feebleneſs : I now can walk with tolerable eaſe in my garden and 
ſmooth places; but on the rough pavement of the town L uſe, and 
perhaps ſhall uſe, 2 ſedan,,chair;, The Pyrmont waters, have per, 
formed wonders; and my phyſician, (not Tiflot, but a very ſenſible 
man) allows me to hape, that the term of the interval i 15 
proportion 50, chat of the 5b. H n 404 tie ons dn Pit ons, - 
Heye you, read in the Engliſh papery, that, the, gavernment, of 
Bere 18; overturned, and that we are divided into three democratical 
leagues ?. true as what I have read in the French papers, that the | 
2060 haye cut off Pitt's head, and aboliſhed the Houſe of Lords. 
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mo" 1730 £4 YEW 2: it 

Finally——Inform 777 da bon, 
tical affen in her laſt letter to Severy, that friends at a diſtance 
than any woman in the world; indeed I do; and yet I do not write. 


And ſhe herfelf—but Lam. calm, We have now nearly one hundred 


French, exiles, ſome of them worth being acquainted with; par- 
ticularly a Count de Schomberg, who is become almoſt my friend; 


| he is a man of the World, of letters, and of ſufficient age, ſince in 


1753 he ſucceeded to Marſhal Saxe's regiment of dragoons. As to 
the reſt, I entertain them, and they flatter me: but IL wiſh we were 


reduced to our erte enen 


I Res Adieu. W e e irs hog 
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125 of my Heat it is ee reſtored, my legs are ſtill 
weak, but the animal in general is in a ſound and lively condition; and, 
we have great hopes from the fine weather and the Pyrmont waters. 
7 moſt fincerely wiſhed for the prefence of Maria, to embelliſ a hall 


which I gave the 29th of laſt month to alt the beſt company, natives: 


and foreigners, of Lauſanne, with the aid of the Severys, eſpecially of 
the mother and ſon, who directed the eeconomy, and performed the ho- 
nours of the fete. It opened about ſeven in the evening; the aſſembly 
of men and women: was pleaſed and pleaſing, the muſic good, the illu- 

mination ſplendid, the refreſhments profuſe: at twelve, one hundred 


and thirty perſons fat down to very good ſupper : at two, Iftole away 


to bed, in a ſnug corner; and I was informed at breakfaſt, that the. 
remains of the veteran and young troops, with Severy and his ſiſter 


c their head, had concluded the laſt dance about a quarter before. 
' ſeven. This magnificent entertainment has gained me great credit; 


and the expence was more reaſonable than you can eaſily imagine. 


% 
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This was an extraordinary event, but I. give frequent dinners; and ©. 


in the ſummer 1 have an aſſembly overy mo evening. IT a 
wicked wretch ! ſays my Lady, © 

7 cannot pity you for the accumulation of buſineſs, as you ought not 
to pity me, if I complained of the tranquillity of Lauſanne; we ſufferor 
enjoy the effects of our own choice, Perhaps you will mutter ſome- 
thing, of our not being born for ourſelyes, of public ſpirit (I have for- 
merly read of ſuch a thing), of private frietidſhip, for which I give yo . 
full and 'ample ne &c. But your parliamentary operations, at 
teaſt, will probably expire in the month of June; and I ſhall refuſe to 
fign the Newhaven conveyance, unleſs T am ſatisfied that you will 
execute the Lauſanne viſit this ſummer. On the 5th of June, ſup- 
poſe Lord, Lady, Maria, and maid, (poor Louiſa?) in à poſt coach, 
with Elienne on horſeback, ſet out from Downing-Street, or Sheffield- 
Place, crofs the channel from Brighton to Dieppe, viſit the National 
Aſſembly, buy caps at Paris, examine the ruin of Verſailles, and arrive 
at Lauſanne, without danger or fatigue, the ſecond week in July; you 
wilt be lodged pkaſantly and comfortably, and will not perhaps 
_ deſpiſe my ſituation. © A couple of months will roll, alas! too haſtily 
away: you will all be amuſed by new ſcenes, new people; and 
whenever Maria and yon, with Severy, mount on horſeback'to viſit © 
the country, the glaciers, &c. my Lady and myſelf ſhall form a very 
quiet tẽte· - tẽte at home. In September, if you are tired, you may 
return by a direct or indirect way; but I only deſire that you will not 
make the plan impracticable, by graſping at too much. In return, I 
promiſe you a viſit of three or four months in the autumn of ninety- 
two: you and my bookſellers are now my principal attractions in 
England. Lou had ſome: right to grow at hearing of my ſupple- 

ment in the. papers: but Cadell's indiſcretion was founded on a hint 
which I had thrown out in a letter, and which-in all probability will 
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Fee AP Tabs, May 16, . 
. 5 WRITE a ſhort letter, 0 on \ ſmall 5 paper, to inform you, that the ya- 1] 

rious deeds, which arrived ſafe and in good condition, have this 


bite jointly warns" Sour 1-H eee 


8 morning been ſealed, ſigned, and delivered, in the preſence of re- 


ſpettable : and well-known. Engliſh witneſſes. To have read the afore- 


faid acts, would have been difficult ; to have underſtood them, im- 


Practicable. 1 therefore ſigned Boas with my eyes ſhut, and in that 
implicit confidence, which we freemen and Britons are humbly con- 
tent to Yield, to our lawyers and miniſters. 1 hope however, moſt 
feriouſly hope, chat every thing has been carefully examined, aud 


. that, I. am not totally ruined. It i is. not without much impatience 
| that L expect A account of the payment and inveſtment of the 


4 
331 


0 16 mo It Was my intention to have added a a new. edition. 
of my will; bur. 1 have an unexpected call to go to, Geneva to- 


morrow with the Severys, and muſt defer that, buſineſs, a few days 


till after my return. On my return I may poſſibly find a letter from 


Jou, and will Write more fully i in anſwer: my Poſthumous work, 


contained in a ſingle ſheet, will not ruin you in poſtage..,, In the 
mean while let me deſire you either never to talk of Lauſanne, or to 


execute the journey this ſummer ; after. the diſpatch of public and | 
private buſmeſs, there can be no real obſtacle but i in yourſelf. Pray 


do not go to war ah Ruſſia; it is T ee 1 am ue angry 


Adieu. * * 
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eaten e e yeciing bee . den duns 


> Your epiſtle of the 13th arrived this morning, the 25th'inſtant, the 


day after my return from Geneva; it has been communicated to 
Severy. We now believe that you intend a viſit to Lauſanne this 
ſummer, and we hope that you will execute that intention. If you 
are a man of honour, you ſhall find me one ; and, on. the day of 


. _ 


eon Warr went as 


„e e Lauſanne, I will ratify my engagement of viſiting the | 
Britiſh iſle before the end of the year 1792, excepting only the fair 
and Foul. exception of the gout. You rejoice me, by propoſing the 
addition of dear Louiſa; it was not without a bitter pang that I 
threw her overboard, to lighten che veſſel and ſecute the voyage : 1 
was fearful of, tht goyerneſs, a ſecond; carriage, and a long train of 
difficulty and expence, which might have ended in blowing up the 
whole ſcheme. But if you can bodkin the ſweet creature into the 
coach, he will Gad en eaſy welcome at Lauſanne. The firſt arrange- 
ments which I muſt make before your arrival, may be altered by: 
your, own taſte, on a. ſurvey of the premiſes, and you will all be com- 
mo diouſly and pleaſantly. lodged. You have heard a great deal of 

the beauty of my houſe, garden, and ſituation; but ſuch are their | 
intrinſie value, that, unleſs. I am much deceived, they will bear the 
teſt even of exaggerated praiſe. From my knowledge of your Lord. 
chip, I have always entertained ſome. doubt how you would get 
rckrough the ſociety. of a Lauſanne winter: but I am ſatisſied that, 
excluſive of friendſhip, your ſummer viſits to the banks of the Leman 
Lake will long be remembered as one of the moſt. agreeable periods 
of your life; and that you will ſcarcely regret the amuſement of a 
Suſſex, Committee of Navigation in the dog days. You aſk for de- 
tails: what details? a map of France and a poſt-book are eaſy and. 
infallible guides. If the ladies are not afraid of the ocean, you are 
not ignorant of the paſſage from Brighton to Dieppe: Paris, will then 
be in your direct road; and even allowing you to look at the Pan- 
dæmonium, the ruins of Verſailles, &c. a fortnight diligently em- 
ployed will clear {you neee to Wachen. 00 Wer 
can I ſay more? CCC ao Leno 

As little have Lt to 15 doth fubjedt of my 4 bt bet which 
ſeem now, Jupiter be praiſed, to be drawing towards a final conclu- 
ſion; fince when people part with their money, they are indeed 
n. I do not * underſtand the ratio of the preciſe ſum: 


= . ö which: 


225 RS FROM MR. GIBBON 


| which ow hve pour ins Galling's nate bt ſuppl ic wil 
be explained in a general account. + 1 
Lou have been very dutiful in ſending me, * e 
8 deſired, a cut Woodfall on a remarkable debate; a debate, indeed, 
moſt remarkable! Poor ##*## is the moſt eloquent and rational mad- 
man that I ever knew. I love s feelings, but 1 deteſt the poli- 
tical principles of the man, and of the party. Formerly, you deteſted 
them more ſtrongly during the American war, than myſelf. Tam 
half afraid that you are corrupted by your unfortunate conneQions, 
Should you admire the National Aſſembly, we /ſhatl have many an 
' altercation, for I am as high an atiſtocrat as Burke himfelf ; and he 
has truly obſerved, chat it is impoſſible to debate with temper on the 
ſubject of that curſed revolution. In my laſt excurſion to Geneva 
frequently ſaw the Neckers, who by this time are returned to their 
ſummer reſidence at Copet. He is much reſtored in health and 
| ſpixits, eſpecially ſince the publication of his laſt book; which bas 
probably reached England. Both parties, who agree in abuſing him, 
| agree likewiſe that he is a man of virtue and genius; but I much fear 
that the pureſt intentions have been productive of the moſt baneful _ 


conſequences, ' Our military men, I mean the Trench, ave leaving 
us every day for the camp of the Princes at Worms, and ſupport 
what is called © repreſentation. Their hopes are ſanguine; 
I vill not anſwer for their being well grounded: it is certain, how- 
ever; that the emperor had an interview the 19th inſtant with the 
Count of Artois at Mantua; and the ariſtocrats talk in myſterious 
„language of Spain, Sardinia, the Empire, four or five armies, &c. 
They will doubtleſs ſtrike a blow this ſummer: may it not recoil on 
their own heads! Adieu. Embrace our female travellers. A ſhort 
delay! e 5 * Es e 
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. a vow din to" b hee in real motion, ſwimming from 
Brighton to Dieppe, according to my ſcheme, and afterwards tread- 
ing the direct road, which you cannot well avoid, to the turbulent 
capital of the late kingdom of France. I know not what more to 
fay,” or what further inſtructious to ſend ; they would indeed be uſe- 
les; as you are travelling through a country which has been ſome- 


times viſited by Engliſhmen : only this let me ſay, that in the midſt 5 


of anarchy the roads were never more ſecure than at preſent. As 
you wit wiſh to aſſiſt at the national aſſembly, you will ack pru- 
dently in obtaining from the French in London a good recommend- 
ation to ſome leading member; Caxales, for inftance, or the Abbe 
Maury. I ſoon expect from Elmfley a cargo of books; but you 
may bring me any new pamphlet of exquiſite flavour, particularly 
the laſt works ef John Lord Sheffield, which the dog has always 
neglected to ſend. You will have time to write once more, and = 
you muſt endeavour, as nearly as poſſible; to mark the day of duft 
arrival, You may come either by Lyons and Geneva, by Dijon 
and les Rouſſes, or by Dole and Pontarliere. The poſt will fail you 
on the edge of Switzerland, and muſt be ſupplied by hired horſes. 
F wiſh you to make your laſt day's journey eaſy, fo as to dine upon 


the road, and arrive by tea- time. The pulſe of the counter- revo- 


lution beats high, but I cannot ſend you any certain facts. Adieu. 
TOOL TO ae ee All the Se- 
verys are very impatient. 

Notwithſtanding the high premium, 1 do not abſolutely with you: 
drowned. anden en ee an Fowl wore 
which, would e 


) aver or vent reid; | KF 4 Labs, lay iſt, 1791. 
| = ebadienge'to Tour orders I direct a flying ſhot to Paris; though 
| FL I have not any thing particular to add, excepting that our impatience 
5 | is increaſed in the inverſe, ratio of time and ſpace. Yet I almoſt 
daioubt whether you have paſſed, the ſea, . The news of the King of 
EE France's eſcape muſt have reached you before the 28th, the day of 
1 your departure, and the proſpect of ſtrange unknown. diſorder may 

; En well have fi ſuſpended your firmeſt reſolves. The royal animal is 
- 2 again caught, and all may probably be quiet. 1 was juſt going to 
W  #exhort you to paſs through Bruſſels and the confines of Germany; 
4er Iriſhiſm, ſince if you read this, you. are already at Paris. 
i 5 8 5 5 The only x reaſonable advice which now remains, is to obtain, by. 
| es means of Lord Gower, a ſufficiency, or even ſuperfluity; of forcible 
. fports, ſuch as leave no room for cavil on a jealous frontier. The 
Tn „5 frequent J intercourſe with Paris has proved chat he beſt and ſhorteſt 
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; 8 road, inſtead of Beſangon, is by Dijon, Dole, Les Rouſſes, and 
Vyon. Adieu. I warmly embrace the Ladies. It would be idle 
| now to talk of buſineſs.” wor} v9. 1924s 205 rh gn in 
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_ ** myſelf and my family, to Mr. Gibbon at Lauſanne, had been for 

ſome time in agitation. This long - promiſed excurſion took place 
in the month of June 1791, and occaſioned a conſiderable ceſſa- 
tion of our correſpondence. I landed at Dieppe immediately -after | 
the flight from, and return to, Paris of the unfortunate Lewis XVI. 
During my ſtay in that capital, I had an opportunity of ſeeing the 
extraordinary ferment of men's minds, both in the national aſſembly, 
in private ſocieties, and in my paſſage through France to Lauſanne, 
where 1 recalled to my memory the intereſting ſcenes I had Wit 
neſſed, by frequent converſations with my deceaſed friend. I might 
have wiſhed to record his opinions on the ſubject of the French re- 
volution, if he had not expreſſed them ſo well in the atinexed Letters. 
He ſeemed to ſuppoſe, as ſome of his Letters hint, that I had a ten- 


Nh dency to the new French opinions. Never indeed, I can with truth 


aver, was ſuſpicion more unfounded; nor could it have been ad- 
| mitted into Mr. Gibbon's mind, but that his extreme friendſhip for 
me, and his utter abhorrence of theſe notions, made him anxious 
and jealous, even to an exceſs, that I ſhould not entertalt them. Te 
Was, however, ſoon undeceived; he found that F was full as averſe 
to them as himſelf. I had from the firſt expreſſed an opinion, "that 
fuch a change as Was aimed at in France, muſt derange all the regular 
governments in, Europe, hazard the internal | wiet and. deareſt in- 
tereſts of this country, and probably end 1 in bringin ng © on mankind 
a much greater portion of miſery, than the wol guine "reformer 

VOL. 7. . 5: had 


— 


C 
fr 4 * > - - — 
2 — 2 = — — = 2 
— Ä—̃— net —— - — — en — 
* 2 


= © 
— w Inns Ot IA. eat 


N 
| 
$ 


4 ot oO ——— — ney + 
7 
* * 
a = 


: -  — 
— — — 


lhe : — wy 1 — . he . . 5 
8 had l to himſelf or others to produce of le hots” 
5 viſionary ſchemes of liberty and equality, with which the ne 
and vulgar were milled and abuſed. _ 
© «Mr. Gibbon at firſt, like many others, Weed pleaſed . 
| ſpect of the reform of inveterate abuſes; but he very ſoon diſcovered 
the miſchief which was intended, the imbecility with which con- 
© ceffions were made, and the ruin that muſt ariſe, from the want of re- 
olution or conduct, in the adminiſtration of France. He lived o 
© xeprobate, in the ſtrongeſt term poſſible, the folly of the- firſt re- 
- formers; and the ſomething worſe than extravagance and ferocity of 
theiv ſucceſſors. He faw the wild and miſchievous tendency. of 
_ thoſe pretended reformers, which, while they profeſſed nothing but 
amendment, really meant deſtruction to all ſocial order; and ſo 
Rrongly was his opinion fixed, as to the danger of haſty innovation, 
| that be became à warm and zealous advocate for every ſort of old 
eſtabliſnment, which he marked in various ways, ſometimes rather 
lucictouſſy; and I recollect, in a circle where French affairs were 
dme topic, and ſome Portugueſe preſent, he, Teemingly with ſeriouſ- 
| neſs, argued in favour of the inquiftion at Lifbon, and faid he | 
rn eee, up even that old eſta- 
bliſhment. RE 
It may, perhaps, ants ape nin the nds of EG 
Memoirs, to know, that I found Mr. Gibbon at Lauſanne in pol- 
s ſeſſion of an excellent houſe; the view from which, and from the 
terrace, was ſo uncommonly beautiful, that even his own pen would 
ith difficulty deſcribe the ſcene which it commanded. This proſpect 
eomprehended every thing grand and magnificent, which could be 
furniſhed by the fineft mountains among the Alps, the moſt extenſive 
view of the Lake of Geneva, with. a beautifully varied and cul- 
tivated country, adorned by numerous villas, and pictureſque build- 
ings; intermixed with beautiful maſſes of ſtately trees. Here my 
——— = us I INT A 
» . forget, 
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ure; the cholceſt ſociety-of the place was ſought for, to enliven pur 


| Hiſt, and render every day of it cheerful and agtecable. It was 
impoſſible for any man to be more eſteemed and admired than Mr. 
Gibbon was at Lauſanne. The preference he had given to that 
place, in adopting it for a reſidence, rather than his own country, 
was felt and acknowledged by all the inhabitants; and he may have 
been ſaid almoſt to have given the law to a ſet of as willing ſubjects 5 
as any man ever preſided over. In retura for the deference ſhewn- © 
to him, he mixed, without any affectation, in all the ſoclety, 4 
mean all the beſt boclety, that Lauſanne afforded; he could indeed 
command it, and was, perhaps, for that reaſon the more partial to. 
it ; for he often declited that he Tiked ſociety mote'as a telitxation 
- on ſtudy, than as expecting to derive from it amuſement or in- 
ſrruction; that to books" he looked for improvement, not to living 
perſons. But this I confidered partly as an anfwer to my expreſſions 
of wonder, that a man who might chooſe the moſt various and 
moſt generally improved ſociety in the world, namely, in England, 


that he ſhould prefer the very limited circle of Lauſanne, which he 


never deſerted, but for an occaſional viſit to M. and Madame Necker, 
-It muſt not, however, be underſtood, that in chuſing Lauſanne for his 
home, he was inſenſible to the merits.of a reſidence in England: 
he was not in poſſeſſion of an income which correſponded with his 
notions of eaſe and comfort in his own country. In Switzerland, 
His fortune was ample. To this conſideration of fortune may be 
added another, which alſo had its weight; from early youth Mr, 
Gibbon had contracted a partiality for foreign taſte. and foreign 
habits of life, which made him leſs a ſtranger abroad than he 
was, in ſome reſpects, in his native country. This aroſe, per- 
baps, from having been out of England from his ſixteenth to 
his twenty-firſt year; yet, when I came to Lauſanne, I found 
| him apparently without reliſh for French ſociety. During the 
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Nay 1 made with him he renewed his /intercourſe' wih the prin- 
be a conſiderable number, diſtinguiſhed for rank or talents; mag 


indeed reſpectable for both. During my ſtay in Switzerland I was 


not abſent from my friend's houſe, except during a ſhort excurſion, 
that we made together to Mr. Necker's at Copet, and a tour to Geneva, 


- Chamouny, over the Col de Balme, to Martigny, St. Maurice, and 
round the Lake by Vevay to Lauſanne... In the ſocial and ſingularly 
hlegſant months that I paſſed with Mr. Gibbon, he enjoyed his uſual 
qheerfulneſs, with, good health. Since he left England, in 1788, he | 
had had a ſevere attack, mentioned i in one of the foregoing, letters, of 
an Eryfipelas,. which at laſt ſettled in one of his le 755 and left fome- 
thing of a dropfical -tendency ; for at this time firſt e a. 
conſiderable degree of ſwelling about the ancle. \. 

In the beginning of October I left this delightful, reſidence 3. a 
eee e recom- 
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Gytiiven e is made to "ay, | in preſenting his interpreter, ; 
Poe « My tongue is in the mouth of my friend.” Allow me toſay,, -  , © 
with prope expeſins and excuſes * My pen is in the hand of . 15 
« my ends. and the afor afar reſaid friend begs leave thus to continue.. : 
"Lremember to have read. ſo omewhere in Rouſſeau, of a loyer quite 4 


ting very often his miſtreſs, to have the pleaſure of correſponding 
wich her. Though not abſolutely your lover, I am very much „ 
Pour admirer, 3 and ſhould. be extremely tempted to follow the lame „ : 
example. The. ſpirit and reaſon which prevail in your converſation, „5 
appear t to A advantage in your letters. The three which I have 
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_ da from Berne, Coblentz, and Bruflels have given me much - 
e plealure; firſt, as a proof. that you are often thinking of me; 
i ESD. ſecondly, as an evidence that you are capable of keeping a reſolu- 
= tion; and thirdly, from their own intrinſic merit and entertainment. 
KF 1 . e The ſtyle, without any allowance for haſte or hurry, is perfectly 


correct; the manner is neither too light, nor too grave; the dimen- 
ſions neither too long, nor too ſhort : they are ſuch, in a word, as I 
| ſhould like to receive from the daughter of my beſt friend. I attend 
your lively journal, through bad roads, and worſe inns. Your de- 
——_ ſcription of men and manners conveys very ſatisfactory information; 
ET 44-0247. ĩß;ͥVy particularly delighted with your remark concerning the 
BS: irregular behaviour of the Rhine. But the Rhine, alas! after Tome 
5 * _ temporary wanderings, will be content to flow in his.old channel, 

ES _ . while man—man is the greateſt fool of the whole creation. 8 
5 | I direct this letter to Sheffield-Place,” where I ſuppoſe you arrived ? 

- ENS uin health and ſafety. I congratulate my Lady on her quiet eftabliſh- 

3 e ment by her ſireſide; and hope you will be able, after all your ex- 
curſions, to ſupport the climate and manners of Old England. Before 
ED FF this epiſtle reaches you, I hope to have received the two promiſed 
RE eters from Dover apd Shefßeld-Place. If they f ould not meet 
F with a proper e gen and forgive me. have not yet 
as 3 heard from Lord Sheffield, who "Teena. to have devolyed on his 5 
3 daughter, the taſk which ſhe has ſo gloriouſiy executed. I ſhall pro- 
_ - 5 bably not write to him, till T have received his firſt letter of buſineſs 
| | | Tomi England'; b bar With ce WY LAY, e pop | 
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I never Tul eld how two tles of fuck 8 
as; Miſs Holroyd and Miſs Lauſanne, could Have ſo little reliſh for 
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. 5 . one another, as they appeared to have in the beginning; : and it was 
as | de 2 pleaſure that 1 obſerved the degrees or GE growing inti- 
f EE Lo | miy imagine your feds at Lauſanne ove bers. thinking fs 
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quently” of yourſelf and company, as you could poſſibly think of | 
em; and you will be very ungrateful, if you do not ſeriouſly re- 


ſolve to make them a ſecond viſit, under ſuch name and title as you | 


may judge moſt agreeable, None of the Severy family, except per- 

haps - my ſecretary, are inclined to forget you ; and T am continually 
' aſked' for ſome account of your health, motions, and amuſements. 
Since your departure, no great events have occurred. I have made 
a ſhort excurſion to Geneva and Copet, and found Mr. Necker in 
much better ſpirits than when you ſaw him. They preſſed me to. 
paſs ſome weeks this winter in their houſe at Geneva; and I may 
: poſſibly comply, at leaſt, in part, with their invitation. The aſpect of 
Lauſanne is peaceful and placid; arid you have no hopes of a revolution 
driving me out of this country. We hear nothing of the proceedings 
of the commiſſion *, except by playing at cards every evening with - 
Monſieur Fiſcher, who often ſpeaks of Lord Sheffield with eſteem 
and reſpect. There is no appearance of Roſſfet and La Motte "0 
brought to a ſpeedy trial, and they ſtill remain in the caſtle of - 


Chillon, which (according to the geography of the National Aſſem- | 


_ bly) is waſhed by the ſea. Our winter begins with great ſeverity; 
and we ſhall not probably have many balls, which, as you may ima- 
Line, I lament much. Angletine does not conſider two French 
words as a letter. Montrond ſighs and bluſhes whenever Louiſa's 


eee government of Berne, a very active and intelligent man, who, would 
have diſtinguiſhed himſelf in the adminiſtration of any country, This commiſſion, 
which was accompanied by two or three thouſand of the beſt of the German militia of 


the Canton of Berne, was ſent for the purpoſe of examining into ſome attempts to in- 
troduce the French revolutionary principles, into the Pays de Vaud. Several perſons 

were ſeized ʒ the greater part were releaſed ; the examination was ſecret, but Roſſet 
and La Motte were confined in the caſtle of Chillon; and being afterwards condemned, 
mn 
W OTE 9 
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A is mentioned: | Philippine wiſhes to converſe with her on men 
* ee at the head of which was Monfieur Fiſcher; one. of the principal | 


- 


88 by Sn: The French A G 
And they form, with Mrs, Trevor, a very agreeable addition to our 
ſociety. It is now enlivened by a viſit of the Chevalier de Boufflers, 
dne of the moſt accompliſhed men in the ci dan kingdom of France. 
As Mrs, Wood “, who has miſcarried, is about to leave us, I muſt 
. either cure or die; and, upon the whole, I believe the former will be 
moſt expedient. Lou will ſee, her in London, with dear Corea, 
next winter. My rival magnificently preſents, me with an bogſhead © 
of Madeira; fo, that in honour I could not ſupplant him: yet I de 
affure you, from my heart, that another departure is much more 
G5 painful to me. The apartment below f is ſhut up, and 1 Kno not 
1 e e eee ee e eee 
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ras! 8 the 7 55 of eva pation has again 1 me. 
Three months have nearly rolled away ſince your departure; and 

: PK letters, five from the moſt valuable Maria, and two from ybur- 
(elf, have extorted from me only a ſingle epiſtle, which pertiaps | 
Would never have been written, had I not uſed the permiſſion of em- 
ploying my own tongue and the hand of a ſecretary.. Shall I tell you, 
that, for theſe laſt ſix weeks, the eve of every day has; witneſſed a 
frm reſolution, and the day itſelf has furniſhed ſome ingenious delay? 
This morning, for inſtance, I determined to invade vou as ſoon as 
the breakſaſt things ſhould be removed : they were removed; but 
halt ſomething to 85 to Te, to Ow don there was time 
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enough before me. 1 after hour has ſtolen away, and 1 finally 
begin my letter at two o clock, evidently too late for the poſt, as I 
muſt dreſs, dine, go abroad, &c. A foundation, however, ſhall be laid, 


which will ſtare me inthe face; and next Saturday L ſhall probably - | 
be rouſed by the awful.refleQion chat it is the laſt day in the year. 


|, After realizing this ſummer an event which I had long conſidered 


, as/a; dream of fancy, I know not whether I ſhould rejoice or grieve 
at your viſit to Lauſanne. While I poſſeſſed the family, the ſenti- 
ment of pleaſure highly predominated ; ; when, juſt as we had ſub- 


ſided in a regular, eaſy, comfortable plan of life, the laſt trump 
ſounded, and, without ſpeaking of the pang of ſeparation, you left - 
me to one of the moſt gloomy, ſolitary months of October which I 
have ever paſſed. For yourſelf and daughters, however, you have 
contrived to ſnatch ſome of the moſt intereſting ſcenes of this world. 
Paris, at ſuch a moment, Switzerland, and the Rhine, Straſburg, 
Coblentz, have ſuggeſted a train of lively images and uſeful ideas, 
which will not be ſpeedily eraſed. The mind of the young damſel, 
more eſpecially, will be enlarged and enlightened in every ſenſe. In 
four months ſhe has lived many years; and ſhe will much deceive 
and diſpleaſe me, if ſhe does not review and methodize her journal, 
in ſuch a manner as ſhe is capable of performing, for the amuſement 
of her particular friends. Another benefit which will redound from 
your recent view is, that every place, perſon, and object, about 
Lauſanne, are now become familiar and intereſting to you. In our 
future correſpondence (do I dare pronounce the word correſpond- 
ence?) I can talk to vou as freely of every circumſtance as if it 
were actually before your eyes. And firſt, of my own improve- 
| ments.—All thoſe venerable piles of ancient verdure which you ad- 
mired have been eradicated in one fatal day. Your faithful ſubſti- 
| tutes, William de Severy and Levade, have never ceaſed to perſecute 
me, till I ſigned their death warrant. Their place is now ſupplied 
or. 1. „„ by 
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by a ae af: Fichtes naked poles, the foter-fathers. of as 
many twigs of Platanuffes, which may afford a grateful but diſtant 
ſhade to the founder, or to his ſefis Nepotibus. In the mean while 
I müuſt confeſs that the terrace appears broader, and that I diſcover a 
much larger quantity of ſnow than I ſhould otherwiſe do. The 
workmen admire your ingenious plan for cutting out anew. bed- 
chamber and book room; but; on mature conſideration, we all una- 
- ects prefer the old ſcheme of adding a third room on the ter- 
race beyond the library, with two ſpacious windows, and a fire- place 
between. It will be larger (28 feet by 21), and pleaſanter, and 
warmer: the difference of expence will be much leſs conſiderable 
than I imagined: the door of communication with the library will 
be artfully buried in the wainſcot ; and, unleſs it be opened by my 
own choice, inay always remain a profound ſecret. Such is the de- 
_ fign; but, as it will not be executed before next ſummer, you have 
time and liberty to tate your objections. Jam much colder about 
che ſtaircaſe, but it may be finiſhed, according to your idea, for 
thirty pounds; and I feel they will perſuade me. Am I not a very 
rich man? When theſe alterations are completed, few authors of 
fix volumes in quarto will be more agreeably lodged than myſelf. 
Lauſanne is now full and lively; all our native families are re- 

turned from the country; and, praiſed be the Lord! we are inſeſted 

with few foreigners, either French or Engliſh. Even ae 
crats are more reaſonable or more diſcreet; it is agreed, to wave 
the ſubject of politics, and all ſeem happy and cordial. I have a 
grand dinner this week, a ſupper of thirty or forty people on 
Twelfth- day, &c.; ſome concerts have taken place, ſome balls are 
talked of; and even Maria would allow (yet it is ungenerous to ſay 
even Maria) that the winter ſcene at Lauſanne is tolerably gay and 
active. I ſay nothing of the Severys, as Angletine has epiſtolized 
Maria laſt poſt. She has probably hinted that her brother meditates a 


0 1 | nenn eee * bf 


F — of Bebay- 
ary I propoſe going to Geneva for three or four weeks. I ſhall lodge 
and eat with the Neckers; my mornings will be my own, and I ſhall 
ſpend my evenings in the ſociety of the place, where I have many 
acquaintance.-: This ſhort abſence will agitate my ſtagnant life, and 


reſtore me with freſh appetite to my houſe, my library, and my 


friends. Before that time (the end of February) what events may 
happen, or be ready to happen! The National Aſſembly (compared 
to which the former was a ſenate of heroes and demi- gods) ſeem re- 
ſolved to attack Germany avec quatre millions de bayonettes libres; the 
army of the princes muſt ſoon either fight, or ſtarve, or conquer. 


Will Sweden draw bis fword? will Ruſſia dra her purſe? an empty 


purſe! All is darkneſs and anarchy : neither party is ſtrong enough 

to oppoſe a ſettlement ; and I cannot ſee a poſſibility of an amicable 
arrangement, where there are no heads (in any ſenſe of the word) 
who can anſwer for the multitude. Send me your ideas, and thoſe 
of Lord Guildford, Lord Loughborough, Fox, &c. | 
| Before. I conclude, a word of my vexatious affairs.—Shall I never 
fail on the ſmooth ſtream of good ſecurity and half-yearly intereſt ? 
will every body refuſe my money? I had already written to Darrel 
and Goſling to obey your commands, and was in hopes that you 
had already made large and falutary evacuations. During your ab- 
ſence I never expected much effect from the cold indifference of 
agents; but you are now in England — you will be ſpeedily i in Lon- 
don : ſet all your ſetting-dogs to beat the field, hunt, enquire, why 
ſhould you not advertiſe ? Yet I am almoſt aſhamed to complain of 
ſome ſtagnation of intereſt, when I am witneſs to the natural and 
acquired philoſophy of ſo many French, who are reduced from 
riches, not to indigence, but to abſolute want and beggary. A 
9 l has . left us, who poſſeſſed ten thouſand a- year in 
F "yn 
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as ** LETTERS FROM Mn 19808 « 0 
the iſland of St. Domingo; he is utterly burnt and ed and a 


8 dinner; but I have not time to read it. Ives 1 1 . 


brother, whom he tenderly loved, has been murdered by the negroes. 
Theſe are real misfortunes, ' I have much revolved” the plan of the 
Memoirs I once mentioned; and, as you do not think it ridiculous, 


1 belzeve I ſhall make an attempt: if I can pleaſe myſelf, Fam con- 


fident of not diſpleaſing; but let this be a profound ſecret between 
us: people muſt not be prepared to laugh; they muſt be taken by 
ſurpriſe. Have you looked over your, or rather my, letters? Surely, 


in the courſe of the year, you may find a ſafe and cheap occaſion of 


fending me a parcel ; they may aſſiſt me. Adieu. I embrace my 


Lady: ſend me a favourable account of her health. I kiſs the Mar- 
. maille. - By an amazing pufh' of remorfe and diligence I have 


finiſhed my letter (three pages and a half ) this fame day N 


* 
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8 jt ; | To the Some "I 
OS LAUSANNE, December 37, 1797. 


2 ' 


| 2 8 DT ON _ To-morrow a new year, naler et felice! 
- Now — ſincerely * of my late repentance, and do almoſt | 
| ſwear never to renounce the amiable' and uſeful practice of pro- 


7: eraftination. Had 1 delayed, as I was ſtrongly tempted, another poſt, 
5 your miſſive of the 13th, which did not reach me till this morning 


(three mails were due), would have arrived in time, and 1 might 


have avoided this ſecond Herculean labour. It will be, however, no 


more than an infant Hercules. The topics of converſation have 


been fully diſcuſſed, and I ſhall now confine myſelf to the needful of 


the new buſineſs. Felix fauſtumque fit ! may no untoward accident 
difarrange your Yorkſhire mortgage ; the concluſion of which will 
place me in a clear and eaſy Rate, ſuch as I have never known ſince 
W „ N 
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The three per cents are ſo high, and the country is in ſuch a 
1 ſtate of proſperity under that fellow Pitt, that it goes againſt 
me to purchaſe at ſuch low intereſt. In my viſit to England next 
autumn, or in the ſpring following, (alas! you muſt acquieſce in 


Te alternative,) I hope to be armed with ſufficient materials to draw 


a ſum, which may be employed as taſte or fancy ſhall dictate, in 
the improvement of my library, a ſervice of plate, &c. I am not 
very ſanguine, but ſurely this is no uncomfortable proſpect. This 
pecuniary detail, which has not indeed. been ſo unpleaſant as it uſed 


- formerly to be, has carried me farther than I expected. Let us now 


drink and be merry. I flatter myſelf that your Madeira, improved 
| by i its travels, will ſet forwards for Meſſrs. Romberg, at Oftend, early. _ 
in the ſpring ; and I ſhould be very well pleaſed if you could add a 
hogſhead of excellent Claret, for which we ſhould be entitled to. the. 
drawback : they muſt halt at Baſle, and ſend notice to me for a ſafe- 
conduct. Have you had any intelligence from Lord Auckland about 
che wine which he was to order from Bourdeaux, by Marſeilles and 
the Rhone? The one need not impede the other ; I wiſh to have a 
large ſtock. Corea has promiſed me a hogſhead of his native Ma- . 
deira, for which I am to gtye him an order on Cadell for a copy of 
the Decline and Fall: he vaniſhed without notice, and is now at 
Paris, Could you not fiſh out his direction by Mrs. Wood, who by 
this time is in England? I rejoice in Lally's proſperity. Have' you. 
reconſidered my propoſal of a declaration of conſtitutional principles | 
from the heads of the party? I think a fooliſh addreſs from a body 
of Whigs to the National Aſſembly renders it ſtill more incumbent 
on you. Atchieve my worldly n et eris mibi * _ 
AA ever yours. | | 
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Fes k fear you would N me, 38 . 1 will begin the attack, | 


| intelligence of the completion of my mortgage. Tou had poſitively 
aſſured me that the ſecond of February would terminate my worldly. 
cares, by a conſummation ſo devoutly to be wiſhed. The news, - 
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| 
and ſcold at you, for not having yet ſent me the long-expeted 


therefore, might reach me about the eighteenth ; and 1 argued with 


the gentle logic of lazineſs, that if was perfeQly idle to anſwer your 


letter, till J could chaunt a thankſgiving ſong of gratitude and praiſe. 
As every poſt diſappointed my hopes, the ſame argument was re- 


peated for the next; and twenty empty- handed poſtilions haye 
blown their inſignificant horns, till I am provoked at laſt to write 


by ſheer impatience and vexation. Facit indignatio verſum. Cy petto 


di Baccbo; fox 1 muſt eaſe myſelf by ſwearing à little. What is 


the cauſe, the meaning, the pretence, of this delay! Are the York- 


| ſhire mortgagers inconſtant in their wiſhes? Are the London lawyers 
conſtant in their procraſtination? Is a letter on the road, to inform 
me that all is concluded, or to tell me that all is broken to pieces? 


Had the money been placed in the three per cents laſt May; beſides 


che annual intereſt, it would have gained by the riſe of ſtock nearly 


twenty per cent. Your Lordſhip is a wiſe man, a ſucceſsful writer, | 
and an- uſeful ſenator ; ; you underſtand America and Ireland, corn 
and ſlaves, but your prejudice - againſt the funds“, in which 1 


am often tempted to join, makes you a little blind to their in- 


creaſing value in the hands of our virtuous and excellent miniſter. 
But our regret is vain ; one pull more and we reach the ſhore; and | 
our future correſpondence will be no longer tainted with buſineſs. 

Shall I then be more diligent and regular? I hope and believe ſo; 
for now that I have got over this article of worldly intereſt, my letter 


ts I would be more meg if be hd Gd, my preference of land. © 
| ſeems 
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ems to be almoſt finiſhed. A proper of letters, am I not a ſad 
dog to forget my Lady and Maria? Alas! the dual number bas 
been prejudicial to both; - How happy could I be with either, were 
rother dear charmer away. I am like the aſs of famous memory; 
I cannot tell which way to turn firſt, and there I ſtand mute and 
immoveable. The Baronial and maternal dignity of my Lady, ſup- 


ported by twenty years friendſhip, may claim the preference, But | | 


the five incomparable letters of Maria . week, however. 98 
Am I not aſhamed to talk of next week? 

I have moſt ſucceſsfully, and moſt i executed my 555 of 
Wendiug the month of March at Geneva, in the Necker-houſe, and 
every circumſtance that I had arranged turned out beyond my ex- 
pectation; the freedom of the morning, the ſociety of the table and 
drawing: room, from half an hour paſt two till fix or ſeven; an even- 
ing aſſembly and card- party, in a round of the beſt company, and, 
excepting one day in the week, a private ſupper of free and Kiegdty | 
_ converſation. © You would like Geneva better that Lauſanne ; there 
is much more information to be got among the men ; but though I 
found ſome agreeable women, their manners and ſtile of life are, 
upon the whole, leſs eaſy and pleaſant than our'own. I was much 

' pleaſed with Necker's brother Mr. De Germain, a good-humonred, 
_ polite, ſenſible man, without the genius and fame of the ſtateſman, . 
but much more adapted for private and ordinary happineſs. Ma- 
dame de Stael is expected in a few weeks at Copet, where they re- 
ceive her, and where, *'to dumb forgetfulneſs a prey,” ſhe will 
| have leiſure to regret © the pleaſing anxious being,” which ſhe en- 


Joyed amidft the ſtorms of Paris. But what can the poor creature 


do? her huſband is in Sweden, her lover is no longer ſecretary at war, 
and her father's Houſe is the only place where ſhe can reſide with the 
leaſt degree of prudence and decency. Of that father I have really a 


much higher idea than I ever had before; in our domeſtic intimacy = 


W I faw- ä 
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And all chat I-ſaw is "I wed, wortliy. He was overwhelmed. by the 5 


=> hurricane, he miſtook his way in the fog, but in ſuch a perilous | 


ſitustion, I much doubt whether any mortal could have ſeen or 


8 ſtood. In the meanwhile, he is abuſed by all parties, and none of | 
the French in Geneva will ſet their foot in CC 


6 bers Lord Sheffield with eſteem; his health i is good, and he would . 


be tranquil in his private life, were not his ſpirits continually * 


wounded by the arrival of every letter and every newſpaper. His 
| ſympathy 1s deeply intereſted- by the fatal conſequences of a revo- 
lution, in which he had acted ſo leading a part; and he feels as a 
friend for the danger of M. de Leſſart, who may be guilty: in the 
eyes of the Jacobius, or even of his. judges, by thoſe very actions 
and diſpatches which would be moſt approved by all the lovers of 
his country. What a momentous event is the Emperor's death! 
In the forms of a new reign, and of the Imperial election, the demo- 
Cerats have at leaſt gained time, if they knew how to uſe it. But the 


new monarch, though of a weak complexion, is of a martial temper; © 


he loves the ſoldiers, and is beloved by them; and the ſlow fluctu- 


7 _ ating politics of his uncle may be ſucceeded by a direct line of 
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march to the gates of Straſbourg and Paris. It is the opinion of the 
maſter movers in France, ( know it moſt certainly,) that their troops 
.- will not fight, that the people have loſt all ſenſe of patriotiſm, and 
tat on the firſt diſcharge of an Auſtrian cannon the game is up. 
But what occaſion for Auſtrians or Spaniards? the French are them- 
ſelves their greateſt enemies ; four thouſand Marſeillois are-marched 
againſt Arles and Avignon, the troupes de ligne are divided between 
the two parties, and the flame of civil war will ſoon extend over the | 
| ſouthern provinces. You have heard of the unworthy” treatment 
of the Swiſs regiment of Ernſt. The canton of Berne has bravely 
recalled them, with a ſtout letter to the King of France, which muſt 
be inſerted in all the papers. I now come to the moſt unpleaſant 
* our home PANE, Boſſet and La Motte are condemned to 
OL Sl 5 ſine 
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Os, twenty years impriſonment in the fortzels of Arboutt · We 
have. not yet received their official ſentence; nor is it believed that 
the proofs and proceedings againſt them will be publiſhed; wah 
ward circumſtance, which it does not ſeem eaſy to juſtify, Some 

— ˙— ah rata aPagetp more are 
ſuſpected and ſuſpicious. All are ſilent, but it is the ſilence of fear 
and diſcontent; and the ſecret hatred. which rankled againſt go- 
vernment begins to point againſt the few who are known to be well- | 
aſſected. I never knew any place ſo much changed as Lauſanne, 


even ſince laſt year; and though you will not be much. obliged. to 25 


me for the motive, I begin very ſeriouſly to think of viſiting Shef- 
Beld- Place by the month of September next. Yer here again I am 


— VIS 


frightened; by the dangers of a French, and the difficulties of a 


German, route. You muſt ſend me an account of the paſſage from 


» Dieppe to Brighton, with an itinerary of the Rhine, diſtances, ex- 


pences, &c. As uſual, I juſt ſave the poſt, nor have I time to read : 


Salts cd. after- waſting the int ein deliberation, has 


* $& 1 2 


Your, views of 8. b. a are juſt received; N admired, and ſhall, be | 
framed. Seyvery has * the e Tuxin. Trevor Wen 


the beſt in de world. * 14 ot TEARFULL Þ SY >. * r ey 
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- F73R. the engt eee days ago, 1 expected, 


WIS, with much i impatienee, the arrival of your next· promiĩſed epiſtle. | 


It arrived. this morning, but has not completely anſwered my ex- 
pectations, I. watned, and I hoped for a full and fair picture of the 
preſent and probable aſpect of your political world, with which, at 
this diſtance, I ſeem every day leſs ſatisfied. In the. ſlave queſtion 
you triumphed.) laſt 9 this you have been defeated. What 
vor. 8 | 11 is 
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I, 1 cannot be diſpleaſed, even with an error; ſinee it is 
very likely that my own. vote (had 1 poſſeſſed one) would have 


| ers del to the majority. But in this rage againſt ſlavery, in the 
numerous petitions againſt” the flave trade, was there no leaven * « 


new democratical principles? no wild ideas of the rights and natural 


_ equality of man? It is theſe, T feat. Some articles in newhiphts, . 
ſiome pamphlets of the year, the Jockey Club, have fallen into my 
Hands; I do not acer much Horm fych publications; yer I have 

derer know them of lo black and malignant a cat. I ſhuddered/at 


es motion; diſliked the balf-ſupport-of Fox, admired the firm- - 


neſs of Pitt's declaration, and exeuſed the uſual intemperance of Burke. 


Surely fuck men as , aur, +##*#*+, have talents for miſ- 


chief. I ſee a club of reform which contains ſomè reſpectable names. 
Inform ine of the profeſſions, the principles, the plans, the reſourdes, f 


theſe reformers. Will they heat the minds of the people? Does the 


5 | French democraty gain no ground? Will che bulk of your party ſtand _ 


firm to their own intereſt, and that of their country ? Wil you not 


23 take forme active "meaſures to declare your! found opinions, and 16 


e yourſelves from, your rotten "metbers ?* If you Wow tHets 


to o perplex government, if you trifle with" this ſolemn büfineſs, E 


you do not reliſt the ſpirit of innovation in the firſt attempt, if you 
admit the ſmalleſt and moſt  Ipeciqus change in our parliamentary 
ſyſtem, you are Toft. You'v wilt in be driven from one ſtep to another; 


from principles Juſt in theory, to conſequences moſt pernicious in 


practice; and your firſt. coneeſſions will be productive of every ſub- 


| ſequent miſchief, for which you will be anfwerable to ybuf country 


and to poſterity. Do not ſuffer yourſelves to be lulled inte a a 
feeurity 3 remember the proud fabrie of the French monarehy. 

four years ago i it ſtood founded, as it might ſeem, on the 1 of . 
time, force, and opinion, ſupported by the triple ariſtocracy of the 
{Os the 1 9 0 and n 8 
6 a a] | * 1 4" $f diſt; 


e 
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or ho will that viſit be effected? Clouds and Whirlwinds, Auſtrian 
| Croats and Gallic cannibals, ſeem one very ſide to impede my paſſage. 
You ſeem to apprehend the perils or difficulties of the German road, 
and French peace is more, ſanguinary than civilized war. I muſt 
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duſt; 6 front hes ea Id tremendous warning 


., © has no effect on the men of property in England; if it does nat 
open every eye, and raiſe every arm, you will deſerve your fate- 


If I am too wann ib geg if K am too g ee en- 
courage me. 


* My pen has wants into this I oy: e I | 
2 ee gere K bee e NIE OT v THEE: be ee eb 


eme « 
The pleaſure of reſiding” at e ws after all, We firſt 
fie the ultimate object of my viſit to my native country. But when 


paſs through, perhaps, a thouſand republics or municipalities, which 
neither obey nor are obeyed. The ſtrictneſs of paſſports, and the 
popular ferment, are much increaſed ſince laſt ſommer : ariſtocrate 
is in every mouth, lanterns hang in every ſtreet, and an haſty word, 
or a caſual reſemblance, may be fatal. Let, on the other hand, it 
is probable that many Engliſh, men, women, and children, will | 
traverſe. the country without any accident before next September; 
and I am ſenſible that many things appear more formidable at a dif- 


Mace than on a nearer approach. Without any abſolute determina- © 


tion, we muſt ſee what the events of the next three or four months 


will produce. In the mean while, 1. ſhall expect with impatience 


your next letter : let it be ſpeedy ; my anſwer ſhall be prompt. 


You will be glad, or ſorry, to learn that my gloomy apprehenſions 


are. much abated, and that my- departure, whenever it takes place, 


will be an act of choice, rather than of neceſſity. I do not pretend 1 


to affirm, that ſecret diſcontent, dark ſuſpicion, private animoſity, 
are very materially aſſuaged; but we have not experienced, nor do 
we now . «ny dangerous acts of violence, which may 

W 5 n e . 
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to ſeek lng among the friendly Bears and' 15 aban- 
don my library to the mercy of the democrats. The 'firtrineſs and 
vigour of government have cruſhed, atleaſt for a time, the ſpirit of in⸗ 
nevation; and I do not believe that the body of the people, eſpecially. 
the peaſants, are diſpoſed for a revolution. From France, praiſed be 
the demon of anarchy ! the inſurgents of the Pays de Vaud could 
not at preſent have much to hope; and ſhould the garde. nationalen, 
of which there is little appearance, attempt an incurſion, the country: © 
is armed and prepared, and they would be reſiſted with equal num- 
ders and ſuperior diſcipline. The Gallic wolves chat prowled round 
Geneva are drawn away, ſome to the ſouth and ſome to the north, 
and the late events in Handers ſeem to have diffuſed a general con- 
tempt, as well as abhorrence, for the lawleſs ſavages, who ee 
the enemy, hang their priſoners, and murder their officers. The 
brave and patient regiment of Erneſt is expectell home every = 
and as Berne will take them into preſent pay, chat der ner and re- 
gular corps will add to the ſecurity of our frontier. AS38509 
PE! rejoice chat we have ſo little to ſay on the re of worldly 
| Affairs. oy * * This ſimmer we are threatened with an inundation, 
befides many nameleſs Engliſh and Irih; but I am anxious for thi 
Ducheſs of Devonſhire and the Lady Elizabeth Foſter, ho are on 


5 their march. Lord Malmfbury, the audacieus' Harris, will inform 


your that he has ſeen me: Bim 1 would have conſented to keep.” © 
et word” more 'before” we part; call upon Mr: John Nicholls 


Street, and alk him whether he did * about the beginning of 
March, receive A Yay polite letter from Mr. Gibbon of Lauſanne? 
To Which, either as a man of bulnels or a civil gentleman, he 
mould have returned an "anſwer; My. application related to a 
domeſtic article 1 che Gentleman s e of 1 wc 1788, 


Ch. E ? ks 
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(p. 606% ohieh had lately fallen into my hands, eoadiid | 
which I requeſted ſome farther lights. Me. Moſs delivered the 3 
letters * into my hands, but I doubt whether they will be of much 
ſeryice to me; the work appears far more difficult in the execution 
than in the idea, and as I am now taking my leave for ſome time 
of the library, I ſhall not make much progreſs in the memoirs of P. P. 
. til Jam on Engliſh ground. But is it indeed true, that I hall ar 
any Suſſex pheaſants this autumn? The event is in the book . 
Fate, and I cannot unroll the leaves of September and October. 
Shbauld I reach Sheffield-Place; I hope to find the whole family in a 
perfect ſtate of exiſtence, except a certain Maria Holroyd, my fair 
and generous correſpondent, whoſe: annihilation on proper terms 1 
moſt fervently deſire- I muſt receive a copious anſwer before the 
end of next month, June, and again call upon you for a map of 
your political world. The chancellor roars; does he break his. 
Wan 970 > 
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Wan T inform you, that the deſign of my Engliſh expedition is 

at laſt poſtponed till another year, you will not be much furpriſed. 
The public "obſtacles; the danger of ons road, ähd-thé difficultice/of 
another, would alone be ſufficient to arreſt ſo unwieldy and inactive a 
being; and theſe obſtacles, on the ſide of France, are growing every 
day more inſuperable. On the other hand, the terrors which might * 5 
have driven me from hence have, in à great meaſure, ſubſided; our | | 
ſtate · priſoners are forgotten: the country begins to recover its old | 1 
$000 g and Weng ren, confidence, and the aft eee 
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of Paris appears to have conviriced almoſt every body of che fate! 

conſequences. of democratical principles,' which lend by a path f 
flowers into the abyſs of hell. IL may therefore wait with patience 

and tranquillity till the Duke of Brunſwick ſhall have opened the 
French road. But if I am not driven from Lauſanne, you will aſk, 
I hope with ſome: indignation, whether I am not drawn to England, 
aud more eſpecially to Sheſſield-Place? The deſire of embracing you 
and yours is now the ſtrongeſt, and muſt gradually become the ſole, 
inducement that can force me from my library and garden, over 
eas and mountains. The Engliſh world will forget and be for- 
gatten, and every year will depriye me of ſome acquaintance, who 
by courteſy are ſtyled friends: Lord Guildford and Sir Joſhua Rey- 
nolds! two of the men, and two of the houſes nen G 
. whom I the moſt relied for the comforts of. ſociet y.. 
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ee September l ach, 172. 
ee far had I written in us full 'confiderice of finiſhing and 
ſending my letter the next poſt ; but ſix poſt- days have agaccountably 
Dipped away, and were you not accuſtomed- to my ſilence, you 
would almoſt begin to think me on the road. How dreadfylly, ſince 
my laſt, date, has the French road been polluted with blood! and 
what horrid ſcenes: may be acting at this moment, and may ſtill be 
aggravated, till the Duke of Brunſwick is maſter of Paris! On every 
rational principle of calculation he miſt ſucceed ;- yet ſometimes, 
when my ſpirits are low, I dread the blind efforts of mad and de- 
8 ſperate multitudes fighting on their own. ground. A few days or 
weeks muſt decide che military operations of this year, and perhaps 
for ever; but on the' faireſt ſuppoſition, I cannot look forwards to 
any firm ſettlement, either of a legal or an abſalute government. I 
cannot pretend to give you any Paris news, Should I inform you, 
* we belleves mop dap np: repo De ol- 
- | | 2 . 07 A.. . 1 
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- bly W is now fitting in the library at Sheffield, | 
Madame de Stael, after miraculouſly eſcaping through pikes and 
poignards, has reached the caſtle of Copet, where I ſhall ſee her be- 
fore the end of the week. If any thing can provoke the King of 
Sardinia and the Swiſs, it muſt be the ful deſtructien of hig couſin © 
Madame de Lamballe, and of thein regiment of guards. An extra- . > 
ordinary council is ſummoned at Berne, but reſentment may be checked . 5 
by.prudence. In ſpite of Maria's laughter, I applaud. your mode. 
' Yan, wad fen far a bann pion of, elbe att properry of | 5 
4 cordial to my ſpirits. The Ducheſs. of D. rather diſlikes, a coa- 
lition; amiable creature! The Eliza (we call her Beſs) is furious 
* againſt you far not writing. {4 We ſhall, loſe them in a feu days; but 
the, motions of Beſa and the Ducheſs for Italy or England, are i 
ful. Ladies Spencer and Dungannon. certainly paſs the Alps. I live 
in with them. Adieu. Since I do not appear in perſon, I feel the ab- 
_ ſolute propriety of writing to my Lady and Maria; but there i i far 
„ n er Frowledge, to the performance, ox duty, Eyct yours. 


461 . a Alt 088536 ar i Orff ile, RH Fes 


Y [ 8 F* * 1 27 1 Lo 4 U 1 . 
. 4 %Y . Ss + = f q : 0 * * 8 * 
OM Fe rH HUCHADT b aq 1 7,4 


: | 174 PO FF $341 x. 
WY 30601 0s HAS Ga} a Be abr one: 31 ie hs nh let } 

S aan e eee 49 nouns qr oft FP 401% „ lan 
Sur lbs een nden tory A 0 Lage *, 0 Qoher FY 1798. 


s our Foglith naehher, ul baye informed vou of the inva- 
ion of Savoy by the French, and. as it is poſſible that you may 
e. ſome trifling apprehenſions of my being killed and eaten tb 
cannibals, it has appeared to me that a ſhort extraordinary diſpatch 
might not be unacceptable on this occaſion. It is indeed true, that 
about tem days ago the French army of the South, under the com- 
mand of M. de Monteſquieu, (if any French army ean be ſaid to be 
under any command, ) has entered Savoy, and poſſeſſed themſelves 
of Chamberry, Montmelian, and ſevetab other places. It has always 
. nee the King of SLANG abandon his tranſalpine 
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ponntin'h 2 dertinione; 
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deen ſurpriſed by the ſtrange extentrie motions'-of a democracy, 
Shich always acts from the paſſion of the mbment; and their infe- 
nick troops have retreated; with ſome loſs and diſgrace, into the paſſes 
Of che Alps Mount Cenis ds mo. impervioue; ant our Enghiſh tra- 
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. aſter; &c, wild be-forved40-explore + long cireuitous:road through = 
me Tirol. But the Chablais is yet intact, nor can our teleſcopes diſ- 

eoter the tricelor banners on the ollier "fide! of the lake. Our ae- 
counts of the French numbers ſsem to vary from fifteers to thirty 


chioufand men j che regulhre are few but they ure followed by a . 


rabble rut, which muſt foon, however, melt away, as they will find 
_ Ho plunder, aud feanty ſubliſterice, in the poverty and barrenmeſb of 
Savoy.” NB. 1 have 5uft ſeen a letter from Mr. de Morteſquieu, 
who boaſts that's his firſt entrinte ER ORF e 
battalions, ur intelligence is far from correct. e s, 
Be r es f Geneva were alarmed by this dangerous neigh | 
r "and more eſpecially by the well-known apimoſi ity of "| an 
exiled citizen, Claviere, who is ane of the ſix miniſters of the 
French republic. It was carried by a ſmall majority in the, General 
Council, to call in the ſuccour of three thouſand Swiſs, 1 ſti- 
pulated by antient treaty. The ſtrongeſt reaſon or pretence of the 
minority, was Iv founded on the danger of provoking the French, and 
they ſeem 10 Rave been juſtified: by dhe event; ſinee the complaint 
of the French reſident amounts to à declaration of war. The forti- 
fications of Geneva are not 'contemptibley/ eſpecially on the fide f 
Savoy 3 ant it 16 much doubted whether Mr. de Monteſquieu is pre- 
poared for à regular ſiege; but the maleeontents are numerous within 
the walls, ond'I queſtion whether the ſpirit of the citizens will hold 
out againſt'a'bombardment. In the mean while the diet has declared 
that the firſt oannon fired againſt Geneva will be conſidered as an act 
of hoſtility Againſt the whole Helvetic body. Berne, as the neareſt 
WG moſt mh eat canton,” "hay eakety Mn e ee | 
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vigilance ; the road is filled with the perpetual ſucceſſion of troops 
and artillery; and, if ſome diſaffection lurks in the towns, the 


peaſants, eſpecially the Germans, are inflamed with a ſtrong deſire 


of encountering the murderers of their countrymen. Mr. de Watte- 
ville, with whom you dined at my houſe laſt year, refuſed to accept 
the command of the Swiſs. ſuccour of Geneva, till it was made his 
firſt inſtruQion that be ſhould never, in any _ ſurrender W Eon 
priſoner of war. | 
In this ſituation, you may a that we have ſome fears. I 
have great dependence, however, on the many chances in our 
favour, the valour of the Swiſs, the return of the Piedmonteſe with 
their Auſtrian allies, eight or ten thouſand men from the Milaneſe, 
a diverſion from Spain, the great events (how ſlowly they proceed) 
on the ſide of Paris, the inconſtancy and want of diſcipline of the 
French, and the near approach of the winter ſeaſon. I am not 
nervous, but I will not be raſh. It will be painful to abandon my 
houſe and library ; but, if the danger ſhould approach, I will retreat 
before it, firſt to Berne, and gradually to the North. Should I even 


be forced to take refuge in England (a violent meaſure ſo late in the 


year), you would perhaps receive me as kindly as you do the French 
prieſts—a noble act of hoſpitality! Could I have foreſeen this 
ſtorm, I would have been there ſix weeks ago; but who can foreſee. 
the wild meaſures of the ſavages of Gaul? We thought ourſelves 
perfectly out of the hurricane latitudes. Adieu. I ain going to bed, 
and muſt riſe early to viſit the Neckers at Rolle, whither they have 
retired, from:the frontier ſituation of Copet. Severy is on horſeback, 
with his dragoons: his poor father is dangerouſly ill. It will be ſhock- 
ing if it ſhould be found neceſſary to remove him. While we are 
in this very awkward criſis, T will write at leaſt every week. Ever 


yours, Write inſtantly, and remember all my commiſſions, 


een e. 


5 75 the Sand 5 


pom WY my promiſe of ſending you a weekly journal of our 


troubles, that, when the piping times of peace are reſtored, I may.. 
ſleep in long and irreproachable ſilence: but I ſhall uſe a ſmaller 
paper, as our military exploits will ſeldom. ow Mera to = _ 
| ample ſize of our 28 ene ; | 


|  Oftober 13s 1792; 
3 my laſt of ho 6th, our. 8 not more eminent, and our 


defence is moſt aſſuredly ſtronger, two very important circumſtances, = 


at a time when every day is leading us, though not ſo faſt.as pur im- 
patience could wiſh, towards the unwarlike month of November; and 
we obſerve with pleaſure that the troops of Mr. de Monteſquieu, 


| | which, are chiefly from the Southern, Provinces, will not cheerfully 


entertain the rigor of an Alpine winter. The 7th inſtant, Mr. de 
Chateauneuf, the French reſident, took his leave with an haughty 
mandate, commanding the Genevois, as they valued their ſafety and. 
the friendſhip of the republic, to diſmiſs their Swiſs, allies, and to 
puniih the magiſtrates who had traiterouſly. propoſed the calling. in 
theſe foreign troops. It is preciſely the fable of the; wolves, who... 
offered to make peace with the ſheep, provided they would ſend 
away their dogs, You know, what became of the ſheep... This de- 
mand appears to have kindled a juſt, and general indignation, ſince it 
announced an edict of proſeription; and muſt lead to a democratical 
revolution, which would probably renew the horrid ſcenes of Paris 
and Avignon. A general aſſembly. of the citizens was convened, the 
meſſage was read, ſpeeches were made, oaths were taken, and it was 
reſolved (with only three diſſentient voices) to live and die in the 
defence of their country. The Genevois muſter above three thou- . 
ſand well- armed citizens; and the Swiſs, who may eaſily be in- 
creaſed (in a few hours) to an equal number, « add ſpirit to the timo- | 
ESE | + /, rous, 
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rows, and confidence to the wellaffected: their arſenals are filled 
With arms, their magazines with ammunition, and their | granaries 


with corn. But thelr fortifications are extenſive and imperfect, they-- . 


are commanded from two adjacent hills; à French faction lurks in 
the city, the character of the Genevois is rather commercial than 
military, and their behaviour, lofty promiſe, and baſe ſurrender, in 
the year 1782, is freſh in our memories. In the mean while, 4000 
French at the moſt are arrived 'in the neighbouring camp, nor is 
there yet any appearance of mortars or heavy artillery. Perhaps 
an haughty menace may be repelled by a firm countenance. If it 
were worth while talking of juſtice, what a ſhameful attack of a 
feeble, unoffending ſtate! On the news of their danger, all Swit- 
zerland, from Schaffouſe to the Pays de Vaud, has riſen in arms; 
and a French reſident, who has paſſed through the country, in his 
, way from Ratiſbon, declares his intention of informing and admo- 
niſhing the National Convention. About eleven thouſand Beznois 
are already poſted in the neighbourhood of Copet and Nyon; and 
new reinforcements of men, artillery, &c. arrive every day, Ano- 
ther army is drawn together to oppoſe Mr. de Ferrieres, on the ſide 
of Bienne and the biſhopric of Baſle; and the Auſtrians in Swabia 
would be eafily perſuaded to croſs the Rhine in our defence. But 
we are yet ignorant whether our ſovereigns mean to wage an 
offenſive or defenſive war. If the latter, which is more likely, will 
the French begin the attack? Should Genoa yield to fear or force, 
this country is open to an invaſion ; and though our men are brave, 
we want generals; and I deſpiſe the French much leſs than I did two 
"months ago. It ſhould ſeem that our hopes from the King of Sar- 
nia and the Auſtrians of Milan are faint and diſtant ; Spain ſleeps ; 
and the Duke of Brunſwick (amazement !) ſeems to have failed in his 
great project. For my part, till Geneva falls, I do not think of a 
retreat; but, at all events, I am provided with two ſtrong horſes, and 
an hundred Louis in gold. Zurich would be probably my winter quar- 
| KK.2 | ters, 
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| ters, and the ſociety of the Neckers would moks any: hes agremable. 
Their ſituation is worſe than mine: I have no daughter ready to lie 
in; nor do I fear the French ariſtocrats on the road. Adieu. Keep 
my letters; excuſe contradiQtions and repetitions. The Ducheſs of 
e leaves us next week. as Elizabeth abhore vou. Exer 
| 1 . aa Same. ö 
ITE {IS 3 Oasber 20, 179. 
8 gives 3 5 u, our © ales take a more 1 8 0 turn; but I will not 
N venture to affirm that our peace will be either ſafe or honourable. 
Mr. de Monteſquieu and three commiſſioners of the Convention, 


'- who are at Carrouge, have had frequent conferences with the magiſ. 


trates of Geneva; ſeveral expreſſes have been diſpatched to and from 
Paris, and every ſtep of the negotiation is communicated to the de- 


= puties of Berne and Zurich. The French troops obſerve a very 


tolerable degree of order and diſcipline ; and no act of YT has 
I FEE ee e bl | 
bes : Oftober 27. 
| My uſual temper very oils led the excuſe, that it would 
be better to- wait another week, till the final ſettlement of our affairs. 
The treaty is ſigned between France and Geneva; and the ratifica- 
tion of the Convention is looked upon as aſſured, if any thing can be 
aſſured in that wild democracy. On condition that the Swiſs garri- 
ſon, with the approbation of Berne and Zurich, be recalled before 
the firſt of December, it is ſtipulated that the independence of Ge- 
neva ſhall be preſerved inviolate; that Mr. de Monteſquieu ſhall im- 
mediately ſend away his heavy artillery ; and that no French troops: 
mall approach within ten leagues of the city. As the Swiſs have 
acted only as auxiliaries, they have no occaſion for a direct treaty; but 
| they cannot prudently diſarm, till they are ſatisfied of the pacific 
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intentions of France; and no ſuch ſatisfaction can be given till they 
have acknowledged the new republic, which they will probably do 
in a few days, with a deep groan of indignation and ſorrow ;. it has 
deen cemented with the blood of their countrymen! But when the 
Emperor, the King of Pruſſia, the firſt general, and the firſt army 
in Europe have failed, leſs powerful ſtates may acquieſce, without 

diſhonour, in the determination of fortune. Do you underſtand this 
moſt unexpected failure? I will allow an ample ſhare to the badneſs | 
of the roads and the weather, to- famine and diſeaſe, to the ſkill of 
Dumourier, a heaven-born general! and to the enthuſiaſtic ardour 
of the new Romans; but ſtill, ſtill there muſt be ſome ſecret and 
ſhameful cauſe at the bottom of this ſtrange retreat, We are now 
delivered from the impending terrors of ſiege and invaſion. - The 
Geneva emigres, particularly the Neckers, are haſtening to their 
homes; and I ſhall not be reduced to the hard neceſſity of ſeeking a 
winter aſylum at Zurich or Conſtance : but I am. not pleaſed with 
our future proſpects. It is much to be feared that the preſent govern- 
ment of Geneva will be ſoon modelled after the French faſhion ; the- 
new republic of Savoy is forming on the oppoſite bank of the Lake; 
the Jacobin miſſionaries are powerful and zealous; and the malecon- 
tents of this country, who begin again to rear their heads, will be 
ſurrounded with temptations, and examples, and allies. I know not 
whether the. Pays de Vaud will long adhere to the dominion of 
Berne ; or whether I ſhall be permitted to end my days in this little- 
paradiſe, which I have ſo happily ſuited to my taſte: and circum- 
ſtances, | . VN 

Laſt Monday only I received your letter, which had ſtrangely 
| loitered on the road ſince its date of the 29th of September, There 
muſt ſurely be ſome diſorder in the poſts, ſince her Eliza departed: 
 Indignant at never having heard from you. 

The caſe of my wine I think peculiarly hard: to loſe my Madeira, 
and to be ſcolded for loſing it. I am much indebted to Mr. Nichols for 

| z | 17 | 1 


diſagreeable demands from the republic. Adieu. Ever yours, 
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this genealogical communications, which I am impatient to receive; 
but I do not underſtand why ſo civil a gentleman could not favour 


me, in fix months, with an anſwer by the poſt: ſince he entruſts me 
with cheſe valuable papers, you have not, I preſume, informed him 


of my negligence and awkwardneſs in regard to manuſcripts. Your 
reproach rather ſurpriſes me, as I ſuppoſe 1 am much the ſame as 1 


have been for theſe laſt twenty years. Should you hold your reſolu- 
tion of writing only ſuch things as may be publiſhed at Charing- 


Croſs, our future correſpondence would not be very intereſting. But 
I expect and require, at this important criſis, a full and confidential 


account of your views concerning England, Ireland, and France. 


You have a ſtrong and clear eye; and your pen is, perhaps, the moſt 
uſeful quill that ever has been plucked from a gooſe. Your protec- 
tion of the French refugees is highly applauded. Roſſet and La 
Motte have eſcaped from Arbourg, perhaps with connivance to avoid 


To ins Same. | 
November 10, 1792. 
Reber this day, November gth, 'a moſt amiable diſpatch 


from the too humble ſecretary® of the family of Eſpee 7, dated 
| Oftober 24th, which I anſwer the ſame day. It will be acknow- 


| ledged, that I have fulſilled my engagements with as much accuracy 


as our uncertain ſtate and the fragility of human nature would allow. 
I reſume my narrative. At the time when we imagined that all was 
| ſettled, by an equal treaty between two ſuch unequal powers, as the 
Geneva Flea and the Leviathan France, we were thunderſtruck with 
the intelligence that the miniſters of the republic refuſed to ratify the 
conditions; and they were intlignant, with ſome colour of Treaſon, at 


* Miſs Holroyd, | + Meaning Sheffield-Place. . 
| 7 the 
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the hard obligation of withdrawing their troops to the diſtance of 
ten leagues, and of conſequently. leaving the Pays de Gez naked, 
and expoſed to the Swiſs, who had aſſembled 15,000-men on the 
frontier, and with whom they had not made any agreement. The 

meſſenger who was ſent laſt Sunday from Geneva is not yet re- 

turned; and many perſons-are afraid of ſome deſign and danger in 
this delay. Monteſquieu has ated with politeneſs, moderation, and 
apparent ſincerity ; but he may reſign,” he may be ſuperſeded, his 
place may be occupied by an enrage, by Servan, or Prince Charles 
of Heſſe, who would aſpire to imitate the predatory fame of Cuſtine | 
in Germany. In the mean while, the General holds a wolf by the 
ears; an officer who has-ſeen his troops, about-18,000 men (with a 

tremendous train of artillery), repreſents them as a black, daring, deſ- 

perate crew of buccaneers, rather ſhocking than contemptible; the 

officers - (ſcarcely : a gentleman among them), without ſervants, or ' 
horſes, or baggage, lying higgledy piggledy on the ground with the 
common men, yet maintaining a rough kind of diſcipline over them. 

They already begin to accuſe and even to ſuſpect their general, and 
call aloud for blood and plunder: could they have an opportunity of 
ſqueezing ſome of the rich citizens, Geneva would cut up as fat as 

moſt towns in Europe. During this ſuſpenſion of hoſtilities they are 
permitted to viſit the city without arms, ſometimes three or four 
hundred at a time; and the magiſtrates, as well as the Swiſs com- 
mander, are by no means pleaſed with this dangerous intercourſe; 
which they dare not prohibit. Such are our fears: yet it ſhould ſeem 
on tho other ſide, that the French affect a kind of magnanimous juſtice 
towards their little neighbour, and that they are not ambitious of an 
unprofitable-conteſt with the poor and hardy Swiſs. The Swiſs are 
not equal to a long and expenſive war; and as moſt of our militia 
have families and trades, the country already ſighs for their return. 
Whatever can be 9 without abſolute danger or diſgrace; will 


doubtleſs 


Os 
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| doubtleſs ks granted; aud the buſineſs will probably end in our owning Et 


the ſovereignty, and truſting to the good faith of the republic of France: 
how that word would have ſounded four years ago! The meaſure 
is humiliating ; but after the retreat of the Duke of Brunſwick, and 
the failure of the Auſtrians, the ſmaller powers may acquieſce with-- 


out diſhonour. Every dog has his day; and. theſe Gallic dogs have 


their day, at leaſt, of moſt inſolent proſperity. After foreing or 
tempting the Pruſſians to evacuate their country, they conquer Sa- 
voy, pillage Germany, threaten Spain: the Low Countries are ere 
now invaded ; Rome and Italy tremble; they ſcour the Mediterra- 
nean, and talk of ſending a ſquadron into the South Sea, The whole 
horizon is fo black, that I begin to feel ſome anxiety for England, 


tte laſt refuge of liberty and law; and the more fo, as I perceive 


from Lord Sheffield's laſt epiſtle that his firm nerves are a little ſhaken :* 
but of this more in my next, for I want to-unburthen my conſcience. 
If England, with the experience of our happineſs and French calami- 
ties, ſhould now be ſeduced. to eat the apple of falſe freedom, we 
ſhould indeed deſerve: to be driven from the paradiſe which we 
enjoy. I turn aſide from the horrid and improbable (yet not impoſ- 

_ fible) ſuppoſition, that, in three or four years' time, myſelf and my 
beſt friends may be reduced to the deplorable ſtate of the French 
emigrants : they thought it as impoſſible three or four years ago. 
Never did a revolution affect, to fuch a degree, the private exiſtence | 
of ſuch numbers of the firſt people of a great country: your ex- 
amples of miſery I could eaſily match with ſimilar examples in this 
country and the neighbourhood ;-and our ſympathy is the deeper, 
as we do not poſſeſs, like you, the means of alleviating, in ſome 
degree, the misfortunes of the fugitives. But I muſt have, from the 
very excellent pen of the Maria, the tragedy of the Archbiſhop of 
Arles; and the longer the better. Madame de Biron has probably 
been tempted by ſome faint and (I fear) fallacious promiſes of cle- 
| | meney 
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mency to the women, and which have likewiſe engaged Madame 
&Agueſſtiu 'aild her two daughters to reviſit France. Madame de 


Bouillon ſtands her ground, and her ſituation as a foreign princes is L 
; leſs. expoſed. ; As Lord 8. has aſſumed the glorious character of pro- 


tector of the diſtreſſed, his name is pronounced with gratitude and 
reſpect. The D. of Richmond is praiſed, on, Madame. de Biron's 


account. To the Princeſs d' Henin, and, Lally, 1 wiſh to be remem- - 


bered. The Neckers cannot venture inio Genęya, and Madame: de 
Stael will probably lie in at Rolle. He is printing a defence. of che 


King, &c. againſt their republican Judges; but he name of Necker 


is, unpopular to all parties, and L much fear that the guillotine, ill 
be more ſpeedy than the preſs. It will, however, be an eloquent 
performance; and, if I find an opportunity, 1 I am to ſend you one, 
to you Lord | 8. by his particular deſire: he withes likewiſe to con 
vey. Tome copies with ſpeed. to our principal people, Pitt, For, Lo Lord 

4 5 d. But ſuch 18 the rapid ſucceſſion of events, that it 


will appear li like the Pauvoir Executif, bis belt e che whale | 


111 kJ 


| ſcene has been totally changed. Eveß yours. ,.. ae 


1 „. "The. revolution of France, and my wipls Acer 8 e 


169 dame poſt t to Sheffield-Vlace, are, in my opinion, the two moſt 


- Gngular events in the eighteenth century. I found the taſk 6. 
| eafy and pleaſant, that I had ſome thoughts of adding a letter 


to the gentle Louiſa L am this moment informed, that our 
weuops on the frontier are beginning to move, on their 
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| Baia cis of Maria produted only ſome dumb in- 
tetttions, "and dome barren tembrſe; ner htve I deftgwed, except by 

a brief miffive from my chancellor, to expreſs how muh I loved 
me author, and how much I was pleaſed: with the compoſition. 


That amiable author I have known and loved from the firſt dawning. 


of her life and coguetry, to pes maturity of her talents ; nated 


i Gibbon alles e bras. run ts him by Mit Holroyd, when the was. 


returning from Switzerland, along the Rhine, to England. 
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bags I zemain.gm this planets I hall Purſuę, with the he 
and even anxious concern, che future ſleps of he eſt⸗ nt. 
life. That eftabliſhment muſt, be ſplendid ; that life muſt be þ, 
She. is endowed. with, every gift of nature and fortune; but th . 
vantage which ge will derive from them, depends alwok} e entixely09 
 bexſelf, > Tou mult not, ou, hall not; think, yqurlglf, vamorihy, ta 
Write to any man: there is none hom your correſpondence would | 
not amuſe and ſatiafy. I will not undertake a taſk, which my taſte 
would, adopt, and. my indalence would, t00._ ſoon gelinquiſn ; but | 
am really curicus, from.the beſt motives, to have 3 partigular accouns 


of gapr.omn Rudiegand daily gccupaion. , What hooks, do-you f 


and how dg y0u..employ your time and-your pen f. Rrgeps ſome 
| profeſſed ſcholars, I have. often obſerrei that women in general read 
much, worn than men; but, for want of a plan, 4 method, a Bugd | 
object, theix reading, is of little benefit. to chemſelyes, or thets, If 
vou Will inform me of the ſpecies of reading to which you have the 
moſt propenſity, I ſhall be happy to contribute my ſhare of advice or 
aſſiſtance. I lament that you have not left me ſome monuntent of 
Your peneil. Lady Elizaberh” Foster has" Executed" © vety" pr | 
drawing, taken from the door of the green-houſe where we dined 
laſt ſaminer, and including the poor Acacia (now recovered from the 
cryel Meer bf the gatdetier), the end of the terrace, the front of the 


Paxilion, and a diſtant view. of the. country, lake, and mountains... 3 


am almoſt reconeiled to d Apples houſe, which is nearly Sni 
Inſtead of the monſters which Lord Hercules Sheffield" xtirpated, 
the terrace is already haded, with the new acacias and plantanes; and 
although the uncertainty. of poſſeſſion reſtrains me from building 1 
myſelf have planted a boſquet at the bottom of the garden, with ſuch 
4 admirable &fll. that it affords ſhade. without, i intercepting proſpect. | 

The ſociety of the aforeſaid Eliza, commonly called Beſs, of-the 
Ducheſs « of D."&c. has been very intereſting”; but they are now flown 
beyond the Alps, 2d paſs the winter at Fig. "The e Legards, Sho 
N 2 e 


729 


2. 
- 


ges eee a piece in Thy ; mn 
dene d Ertenktehe and ber daughter retürned to England. The 
E ee are Highly flattered by your remembrance. Since you ſtill 
(forks attachtgent to this delightful country, l l . dee! 
egen, why Mein 50 deſpair" of ſeeing it onde more? The 
fm Pers or commdner, whoſe name you may aſſume, is Kill oh- 
Feen in the book of faite; büt, whoſoever HE may de, He wil cheer. 
NW Ig - bbey your WICHDE of leading you from'— Calle to | 
Tea acc from" Lavfanne'to. Rome add: Nah, Before that 
Mili ent bikes! place}! 1 may poffbiy ſee yon in Suſſer; and, 
: ether as; a viſitor or a. fugitive, I hope. to be welcomed Wich 
| Hfleddly embrace” Te de of chis peur was truly painful, but it 
be inevitable; and individuals maſt ſubmit 40 thoſe iberks which 
be overtirnicd the'thrones' of che earth. The "tragic ſtory of the 
| Hretbitiop er Artes 1 Merve not finest a better right to require 
A Four hatics.” Twithts ave it in W de n 4 3 „ 
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« unfortunate perſ whom we fee, or with whom fe enables me to ma 
og e e ttet whith reſpeAts ny Mud, Teanouly fly; the Myhte 

OR * hint on 8 — With the greateſd gratirude, and atrendeT to. | 
. with the utmaſt punQuality ; but I muſh decline that, topic for e e 


= your: commands, Which. require from me. the horrid account of, acre qu. 


4 Carmbs.—Bight: refpe&able ecelefaftics Tanded, about” the *beginnihg of October, 
from an open boat at Seaſord, wet as the waves. The nitrefof inn :inaltaucre | 
_ *#. endeaxouring to, get from them what they had not, (viz) money whep a gentle- RY | 
mon of the neighbourhood came to their protection; and, finding Mo had 4 
„ Mint Sbegelö: 
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pro w ſo much mingled with the-French.exiles; 1 am ef opinion; | 
that were you to keep a journal of all tic authentic fats whichthey 
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« pilaged; and w "wit — Aceh Be * e e ception Ray wy 
ik at this hoble, A Gay es wore Petros impreſſion on ae | 
eee cs Lol living: Na ene eee : 
0 ed cheir g ere tl ec them ess, 
e us e on 4 a Paving ed, - 7 glaſs of v wine, ey tg gan 
« e erer ite desde of* ths Wing 80d, and of the E rf walked - 
about, they-were overheard'to expreſs their admiration at the treatment they met, 


— — — . — 


* and * Proteflants, We then aſſembled in the library, formed half a circle round 
{+ the. fire, M. de Lally: and Milord: occupying: the hearth; 2.” Angloi/ey and queſtioning = 
the prieſly concerning their; e ſeape· Thus we diſcovered, that two of. theſe. umſor- 
* tunate men were in dhe Carmelite Cousent at the time of the maſſacre of the one 
* bupdred/and twenty prieſts, and had moſt miraculouſly, eſeaped, by climbing trees 
n be garden, and from thence; over the tops of the buildings. One of them, 2 
mag of \ſuperigr, appearance, deſcribed, in the moſt pathetic manner, ihe death of 
dhe Archbiſhop of Arles, (end wich ſuch, fimplicity, and feeling, W 
ol, the truth of all that. he faid,) ig che following purport. —On the ſecond, of 
tember, about five! ofclock. in the evening, at the time they. were permitted to = 
in the garden, expecting every hour to be releaſed, they expreſſed their ſurpriſe at 
been ſeveral large pits, vhich had been digging ſor two days paſt: they ſaid, the 


1 is almoſt ſpent; and yet Manyel told. a perſons who imerceded for us laſt Thurſ- 


| 2 {days that on the Sunday following not one ſhould: remain in, captivity >,we. are ſtill 
2 * prifoners;, ſoon after, they beand ſhouts, and ſome muſqvet-(hots. Au enſign o 
- * <, the national guard, ſome commiſlaries of the ſeQtions, and. ſome Marſeillois ruſhed - 
« in zu the miſerable; victims, who were diſperſcd, i in.the garden, aſſembled under the - 
* walls of the church, not daring;to go in, leſt it ſhould be polluted with. blood. 
1, who ae behind the reſt,, mays "Paigt, de ca de fili, cried one af 
no ;chicfs.of the aflaſins, thinking that kind; of death 40 caſy.., Theſe well-trained 
7 tybileers, went to 'the;;rearg, les. piques,. le heches, leb  poignards came forward. 
. 4 'They demanded the Archbiſhop of Arles; ee immediately ſurrounded: by all 
< the prieſts., The worthy. prelate ſaid. to, his frignds,; * Let me paſs; if my blond 
* will appeaſe them, what ſgoificy.it, it 1 die f l. np F Huty de preferye your 
# byes ar ide expence of I on? . He sche che elde prieſts. 10 give. 4 
4 abſolution; he dee to ith bis it 7 and when he aroſe, Pt himſelf: from. t 
15 « advanced flowly, and crofſed u breaſt, and, his eyes raiſed 8 
"ie [® Heaven, ſaid to the 1 17 2 celui; Fo _ 2 . 8 bee — ſo 
Fn. A ts 5 3 ot 905 LL wretches had, cou- 
. „ . 


” ; a 8 a 


N by *. 


| ute Sc Try nr chend 03 gen 939% 3224/4 
mould be obliged to you, if you would make, or find, ſome ex- 


fn Bieden of Mex" Gibb el 
von e Apel. Abe in in my debt. Adiev 3. 


_  -gtraticed ee ook Kone this veherdble wian-firuck ies with awd; bid hey 
ed. Arn . 


5 aun deen rant er from your aunt, Which wii pre. 
 fented to, (ee Opt I thewed him ſome ciyilities, but 
1 TT 5 


ie nw a poor 4 invalid. aihis;rgom.,... Y. her c 8 nand and 
165 ee e Ch, 
Bath, "Hoſe Mami I He Has 


err 


„Naum. 3 
in IRE * 2. 27 3 wb; ont; co 6! n L REAR nod 3 4 


Re | Tags mf 9 rf hour) Kiachl. $i72 t Lanig a5Hh6 aviz A ee N ben * 


*. i b. 1 0 hum f they! wp nided esch otherwidd colrardice//and = 
Te 
with a 
4 pile f reſpect once violatecꝭ their fury returned, und another from behind cet him 


ee cull with 4 fabte. HE raifel e With" anbther 


| Hate 


t bir his Rand! The D Fand fit the 


2 der: 4 third ſtroke abrbſftr che face | d ended hint Life. 


"on the ground; ee en err 'piths'nd 


© ped i he voy . Fall agreed; that be Nad been one of che mot 
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©" expended” his private" fortute, te ſupport the hecefhtous clevp e His) Haves, 


* The fecond iT was the General des Benedifline. Than the tational. | 


* obliged tho pileſts a0 po lte We chürek, Wing _ Sept any 


Biſhop of Beaurais gave chem abſclution : they 7 'wers then obliged to'g out, two 
"by two they pallet” before u comtniffaire} who did not queſtion- ns es, 


I vitim they" had im heir ght the heaps of Besd, to which they" were 
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cl Zaintes and Beatyais (both of the Rochefoutauld mit). I thould not on 


* remark, that one of the prlefts obſeryet they wire uſatknared, beciule they would | 
not forear 66 a torſtitation whick their murderers had deſtroyed.- 855 had (to. 


© comfort us for this mewn Kory), the, moſt grateful. 
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7 I lament, on, al 8 accounts, that th e laſt years. Woe es to | 
Lauſanne did not take place i in a golden period, of health and ſpirits. : 
But me mull aeflett, that bumgg felcity.s fig without, alloy ; 
and if we cannot indulge the hope of your making a ſecond viit to | 
| Lanfanne, wemalt look: forwards to my reſidence next ſummer. at 


, where I md, find Jin the full big of healzh, 
 picits,gendbeanty-1, 1 canperccires ball, pubii and, PRyate intel 


* ligengs, abet Age haue bas, been .the, gpen, hoſpitable, aſylum 0 
French fugitives 39304 © 6.9. fulliciens proof. of the irmpeſs. of your 
, thet von bare nat: erh NGN helped, oh agitated, by. fach a 
| ls. of Hrangers.,. rig and compaſig may» indame de- 
Se dre (nported; Jau. , Krery fey, has proſcated, tg your. view. 
ney ſcones, of that, firange, tragical rqmance, whigh,gecupies al 
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70 LORD SHEFFIELD, AND OTHERS. 26s 
ſence from, his military, duty) and -his ſiſter .behaye, and fel like 


tender and dutiful children; but they have a long gay proſpect of 


ite, and new connections, new families will make them forget, i in 
due time, the common lot of mortality. But it is Madame de 8e- 
very whom I truly pity ; I dread the effects of the firſt ſhock, and I 
dread: ſtill more the deep perpetual conſuming afffiction for a loſs 
which can never be retrieved. Tou will not wonder that ſuch re- 
flections ſadden my own mind, nor can I forget how much my ſituation 

is altered ſince I retired, nine years ago, to the banks of the Leman 
Lake. The death of poor Deyverdun firſt deprived me of a do- 

mieſtie companion; who can never be ſupplied ; and your viſit has 
only ſerved to remind me that man; however amuſed and occupied 
in his cloſet, was not made to live alone. Severy will ſoon be no 
more; bis widow for a long time, perhaps for ever, will be loſt to 
herſelf and her friends, che fon will travel, and I ſhall be leſt a 
revolution of France, which firſt embittered and divided the ſotiety of 
Lauſanne, has oppoſed a barrier to my Suſſex viſit, and may finally 
expel me from the paradiſe which 1 inhabit. Even chat paradiſe, 
the expenſive and delightful eftabliſhment of my houſe, library, and 
garden, almoſt becomes an incumbrance, by rendering it more dif- 
ficult for me to relinquiſh my hold, or to form a ne ſyſtem of life 
in my native country, for which my income, though improved and 
improving, would be probably inſufficient. But every complain 
chould be ſilenced by the contemplation of the French; compared 
with whoſe cruel fate, all miſery is relative happineſs. I perſectiy 
concur in your partiality for Lally; though Nature might forget 
ſome meaner ingredients, of prudence,  cxconomy, | &c. ſhe never 
formed à purer heart, or a brighter imagination. If he be with you, 
beg my kindeſt ſahmations to him. I am every day more cloſely 
united with the e Should ane dener and. this country 
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rn the triple labour of ee diſpatch, your-experience.of 
dag the creature might tempt you to ſuſpect that it would again re- 
lapſe into a long ſlumber. But, partly from the ſpirit of contradiction, 
(though I am not a lady, ) and partly from the eaſe and pleaſure which | 
I now find in the taſk, you ſoe me again alive, awake, and almoſt 


faithful: to my hebdomadal promiſe. The laſt week has not, how- 
ever, afforded any events. deſerving the notice of an hiſtorian. Our 


affrrs are ſtill floating on the waves of the convention, and the rati- 


peation of a corrected treaty, which had been fixed for the twentieth, 


is not yet arrived; but the report of the diplomatic committee has 
been fayourable, and it is generally underſtood that the leaders of 


the: Erench, zepublic do not wiſh-to quarrel with the Swifs. We are 


gradually. withdrawing and diſbanding our . militia: | Geneva will be 


left to ſink of ſwim, according to the humour of the people; and our 
laſt hope appears to be, that by ſubmiſſion and good behaviour we 
ſhall avert for ſome time the impending ſtorm. A few days ago an 


| odd accident happened in the French army; the defertion of the ge- 


neral. As the Neckers were fitting; about eight'o'cloek/in the even- 


ing, neee e Ree! * the ee wane 
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2 were alteunded by cheir ama announcing. Monfeur le General 25 


4. Moneten? On the - receipt. of ſome! ſecret intelligense fa 
| Ane, d'acenſation;- and an orden to arreſt him, he had onhy time is 
get on horſeback, to gallop through Geneva, to take boat for Copet, 


 _ - "and to eſcape from his purſuers, who were ordered to ſeize him alive 


or dead. He left the Neckers after ſupper, paſſed through Lauſanne * 
aa night, and proceeded to Berne and Baſle, 'whence; he intended 
to wind bis way through Germany, amidſt enemies of every deſcrip» 


tion,; and to ſeek a refuge in England, America, or the moon. He 


told Necker, that the ſole remnant of his fortune "conſiſted. in a 
Frxetched ſum ↄf twenty thouſand livres; but the publie report, or 
ſuſpicion, belpeaks him in much better. circumſtances. Beſides che 
' reproach of acting with too much tameneſs and delay, he is; accuſed 
of making very foul and exorbitant contracts; and it ĩs certain that 
new Sparta is infected with this vice, beyond the, example of the 
moſt corrupt monarchy. ,, Kellerman is arrived; to take the com- 
mand; and it is apprehended that on the firſt of December, after the 
departure of the Swiſs, the French may rigugſt the permiſſion of 
uſing Geneva, a friendly city, for their winter quarters. In chat 
caſe, the democratical en Ik n MY ren 
ſpeedily elected. „ FAY 4 in 12 
I Would aſk you, NR you Nil PIE was 47 treaſon in 
the Duke of Brunſwick's retreat, and whether you have totally 
withdrawn your confidence and eſteem. from that once - famed gta 
neral ?? Will it be poſſible: for England to preſerve her neutrality 
with any honour or ſafety? We are bound, as I underſtand, by 
treaty, to guarantee the dominions, of the King of Sardimia and the 
Auſtrian provinces of the Netherlands. Theſe countries are now 
invaded and over- run by the French. Can we. refuſe to fulfil our 
engagements, without: expoſing ourſelves to al Europe as a per- 
fidious or puſillanimous nation? Tet, on the other hand, can we 
aſſiſt thoſe allies, without plunging * into an abyſs, whoſe 
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9 1 for 1 muſt find a retreat in England, mould 1 
be vie from Lauſanne, The idea of firm and honourable union 
eee eee bur you muſt frankly unfold what are the 


great diſficukies that may impede fo ſalutary a meafure: you write to 


ſuch u coalition avail ? Where is the champion of the conſtitution ? ; 
Alis, Lord Guildford! I am much pleaſed: with the Mancheſter 
Aft. The ales or wolves who ſacrificed him have caſt off the maſk too 


Petros who might have been led aftray hy the ſpeciows tine of 


reform. een fa, eee notorious as Poſſible. " Nekt winte ily | 


you may de Gen lep by Arp From the dixftanchiſement of old 


Serum to the King in Newgate, the Lords voted uſcleſſ, the Biſhops 
aboliſhed, dad # Houſe of Commons without articles (ua ru- 


 kettes 72 Necker Nas ordered you a eopy of his royal defence, which 


bas met wick, and deſerved, univerſal fucceſs.” The pathetic and 


7 argumentative parts are, in my option, equally good; and his mild 


eloquence may perſuade without irritating. 1 hae applied” to this 


gentler tone ſome verſes of Ovid, (Metamorph. I. HI. 302, &c. ) 


which you may read. Madame, de 8tael has produced a ſecond ſon. 


She talks wildly enough of viſiting England this winter. She is a 


pleaſant little woman. Poor Severy's condition is hopeleſs. ” Should 
15 ag through” — eee hepa nn de e — farvive 


; 145 48 2 4 
pf oh e wn —— Nn 01 e 
Nec, quo-centimanum dejecerat igne Typhœa, We H 
- ..__. Nunc armatur eo: nimidm feritatis in.illo, . | APE 3 
Ex 5 G53: ELVES 
| Et aliud levius fulmen ; cui dextra Cyclopum - 5 
-- 124 Swvithe, flammeque minus, minus add ire: eggs 
55 SING! OO OT Oy 7 558 Wir 10 bib t. 
e 


* 8 * — a * * . 
_ j Y . - " - | 
= 
1 — - 
. 4 * - 
4 
: 
7 
* 7 ! * 
— * 
* 
* 
8 | ; F * 
E 8 122 ' * 
1 5 
„ v ” A = - 
F I . — AA x — 5 2 * 3 ms 2 — 
10 SHEFFIELD, 8. 2065 
: d , - 
- 


&ir e un, herſelf with gr Fier and Huge — Lane 
ee | Tho thts Ut rea road,” F müft write | 
on; + will ot allow me to read or inn. Ever yours, ts 


in 1 t ” 1 2 ta 81 11 2 er: ry" . 1 
Dy 4. 5 2 ** — CEPT * Ee * 4 * * - . "1991 - *# . 2 
= 
= * = ws * Pl 
: N n 4 * * 5 * * 5 r rein * N72 — 9 
J fy * 1 7 ＋ 25 1 * Fi 
1 . 
FA : * ; dd 4 we * 1 '& 1 28 — — 
+1 " SHO $4 +.» + "S. * | . —_ 7 1 
39) ehen ee ST ROE A rt Hr 971 e 1" 
pe * I 7. " $4 * PL 
t sf dees of *. the: 28 7% 5% ot 60 
Mu. 71 ene ] 90 2 4 4 7 l 4 * ha 
* 2 * 
* 1 74 * 7 * - 
| 


e een 2 debt 0 174 1 «ic EY 

0⁰ üule orm = now Ky fablided, and we are again 
ſpeckatore, though anxious ſpeQators, of the general tempeſt that 
S every commrr-of - Zaman... Our troops 
ate every day diſbanding and returning home, and, the greateſt part 
of the French have evacuated the neighbourhood of Geneva. Mon- 

. teur Barthelemy, whom you have ſeen ſecretary in London, is molt 
courteoully entertained, as ambaſſador, by the Helvetic hody. He is 

| | now-at Berne, Where g a diet will ſpeedily be convened ; the language | 
on both ſides is now pacific, and even friendly, and ſome hopes are 
given of a a proviſion for; che officers of the: Swiſs guards who have 
ee ee HPO: ee e Hg 
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; 495045 Fwe (ML, ot zonfine inc! ett 8 Ha uſt, 1795. 
| | Warn the,return of peace. T have-relapſed. into my former indo» 
lege bud hw awakening; after a fortnight's lumber, I have little 
or nothing to add, with regard to che internal ſtate of this country, 
only the revolution of Geneva has already ee ene, yi 75 
nounced, but ſooner than I expected. The Swiſs troops had no 
ſooner evacuated. the place, than the Egaliſzurs, aa they are called, 
aſſembled in arms; and as no reſiſtance was .made, no blood was 
ſhed on the occaſion. They ſcized-the gates, diſarmed the garriſon, 
impriſoned the magiſtrates, imparted the rights. of citizens to all the 
rabble of the town and country, and proclaimed a National Conven- 
| e . | 5 tion, 
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as the latter, though leſs numerous, are ige 
dan theiy adverſaries, it is highly probable that they will ſucceed. 


5 oy The citizens of the beſt families and fortunes have retired from Ge- 
3 neva into the Pays de Vaud g but the French methods of recalling 


or profcribing emigrants, will ſoon be adopted. Vou muſt have 15 
ſerved, that Savoy is NOW become 4. department 7 ds | Mont: Blanc. 
cannot fatisfy 1 my felt, whether the maſs of the e is Pleaſed of 
iſp leaſed, with” G2 change; put my Boble f. en U. ed | 
| *e demibcratical'afpe&t of e ee of the . — 0 5 
evety morning bbttide thetlelves' om my view. Teng Woklate the 
Fit bert of che kiſtory of our Alpine troubles, arid now confider 
igel e from all promiſes of periodical witli.” "Upon 
£0 ene kept it bey eyond dur expeclatibei; „ Hot de 1 thi 14 
EE Ccealy aftonithed By the eonderfu Sort of | 
| tripls diſpatch. | FHIE a 79 e ee un 5 0 any Watt 21. 1910 gi — 1 the ; 
Tou muſt now müeceed to my t 72 4 1 mall Ne during 5 
the winter, a regular political reer, of the eventh vf your'gr ater 
world. You are on the theatre, and may often be behind the ſcenes. 
: You o can always ſee, and may ſometimes foreſee. My own choice has 
indeed tranſported me into a foreign lad; but T' n hutz, attached, 
from intereſt and inclination, to my native country; and even as 4 
citizen öf the world, L the ſtability: ef 'Englahdy the ſole great 
refuge of magkind, againſt the oppoſite miſchiefs bf 'Yeſpotilin wid 
democracy.” I Vas indeed alarmed, and the more ſo, as I fa tliat 
712 you were not without apprebenſion; but I no glory in the triumph 
of reaſon and genuine patriotiſm, which ſeems to per vadle the'eoun- 
try ; 'nor do 1 diſlike ſome mixture of popular enthuſiaſm, which 
5 be Grit encounter oult mac or wicked enemies withicqual 
6 52 173; 016 { pf 5 22 78 49 bos 101 5113 » 1. 
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arms. The behaviour of Fox does not ſurpriſe me. You may re- 
member what I told you laſt year at ' Lauſanne, vrhen you attempted 


| his defence, tht(f h ä 


„% % „ „ „e er e „ „ * „ 
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You have now cruſhed. the daring ſubverters of the c conſtitution; 


but 1 now fear the moderate well-meaners, reformers. Do not} * 8 


beſesch you, tamper with parliamentary reprelentation. ' The. pre- 
ſent houſe of commons forms, in practice, a body of gentlemen, who 
muſt always ſympathize' with the intereſts and opinions of the people; 
and the ſligliteſt itinovation lautiches' you, without rudder or com- 
paſs, on a dark and dangerous ocean of theoretical? experiment.” On 

this ſubje& I am indeed ſerio ss. Sailag .. 


Upon the whole, I like the beginning of ninety- tree better than 
a the end of ninety- two. The illuſion ſeems to break away'through- 


out Europe. I think: England and Switzerland are ſaſe- Brabant 
adheres to its old conſtitution. The Germans ate diſguſted with the 
rapine and inſolence of their delivererzs. The Pope is teſolved 
to head his armies, and the Lazzaroni of Naples habe preſented 


St. Januarius with a gold fuzee, to fire on the Brigands Frangois. 
So much for politics, which till now never had ſuch poſſeſſion of 
my mind. Next poſt I will write about myſelf and my on de- 
ſigns. e e e 22 Teh Iwill ſpeedily 
flow- and Dube . had better write by the way of France, 
under cover. Direct to Het deem 25 rn, France: 
_ OO youu. ee At of Bene bee AG, nö die. 
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on mation: ed 1 4 bs | Liveators bones, 1793 
unn N * ar when our correſpondence e was a x pain» 
Ens ful aten of my priva 7A te alfa ; i Th a vexatious repetition of - 
| Joſſes, of diſappointments, of ſales, Kc, . Theſe affairs are decently 
arranged; but public cares have now. "ſucceeded. to private anxiety, 
and our whole attention is lately. turned fm Lenborough and Be- 
zitpn, 49, the. palitical flare, of France, and f Europe. From theſe 
politics, however, one letter ſhall be free, while I talk of myſelf and 
| ef e e 8. b mak. tereſtin 2 friend, ee 

9 10 f friend. 91 0% en achelli n e in Jo bs wb 
LO. n e FI & "at ee has 
been poſtpohocd to the preſent year. It is true, that I noi wiſh my. 

elf in England, and almoſt repeat that I did not graſp the opportu- 
- nity when the obſtacles were comparatively ſmaller than they are nor 

+ _ _  likely:to prove. Let had I reached you laſt ſummer before tho 

5 month of Auguſt, a conſiderable portion of my time; would be now 

A upſed, and L-ſhould already begin; toi thibkiof my depatture. If © 
= the gout ſhould ſpare me this winter, (and as yet L have not felt any 
4 LS ſymptom, ) and if the ſpring ſhould make a ſoſt and catly appearance, 
8 it is my intention to he with y in Downing: ſtreet before the end 
IE = af Aptil, and thus to enjoy fix weeks or two/motiths of the: moſt 
Ee, ES - agreeable ſeaſon of London and the neighbourhogd, after the hurry 
of parliament is ſubſided, and before the great rural diſperſion. As 
the banks of the Rhine and the Belgic provinces are co completely 
s overſpread with anarchy and war, I have made up my mind to paſs 
| through the territories of the French republic. From the beſt and 
' moſt recent information, I am ſatisfied that there is little of no real 
WEE: danger in the journey; and I mult arm myſelf with patience to ſup- 


/ 


and to contemplate. a new form of public and private life ovbich © 
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port the vexatious inſolence,of democratical tyranay I have even 
a ſort of eurioſity to ſpend ſome days at Paris, to aſſiſt at the debates 
ol the Pandæmonium, to ſeck an introduction to the principal devils, 


never exiſted before, and which I devoutly hope will aot long con- 


rinue to exiſt, Should the obſtacles of health or weather confine 


me at Lauſanne till the month of May, I ſhall ſearcely be able to 
reſiſt the temptation of paſſing ſome part at leaſt of the ſummer in 


my own little paradiſe. - But all theſe ſchemes muſt ultimately de- 


pend on the great queſtion of peace and war, which will indeed be 


ch traveller, what muſt I do? I ſhall not eaſily reſolve to explore 


the interior parts of Germany, to embark in Holland, or perhaps at 
Hamburgh, and to be finally intercepted by a French privater - My 

ſtay in England appears. not leſs doubrful than the means of tranſ- 
porting. myſelf. Should I arrive in the ſpring, it is poſſible, and 
barely poſſible, that T ſhould return here in the autumn: it is much 


| more probable that I ſhall paſs the winter, and there may be even a 


chance of my giving my on country a longer trial. In my letter 
to my Lady 1 fairly, expoſed the decline of Lauſanne; but ſuch an 
eſtabliſhment as mine muſt not be-lightly abandoned; nor can I diſ- 
cover what adequate. mode of life: my private circumſtances, eaſy as 
they now are, could. afford me in England. London and Bath have 
doubtleſs their reſpective merits, and I could wiſh to reſide within a 
day's journey of Sheffield-Plaee.. But a ſtate of perfect happineſs is 
not to be found here below und in the poſſeſſion of my library, 


huouſe, and garden, with the: xelicks of our ſociety, and a frequent . 


intercourſe with the Nektkess, J may ſtill be tolerably content. 
Among he difaſtrous changes of Lauſanne, I muſt principally 
reckon the approaching diſſolutio of poor Severy and his family. 


He is ſtil alive, but in ſuch a hopeleſs and painful decay, i that we 


VOL» 1. 2 NN no 
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nor eſteemed him ſo much as in this laſt mottal diſeaſe, which he 
ſupports wich a degree of energy, patience,” and even cheerfulneſs, 
beyond, all belief. His wife, whoſe whole time and ſoul are devoted 
to him, is almoſt ſinking under her long anxiety. The children are 
e ee both their parents, and, at all events, his' 
te 0s! NT OY nn hg im ie ous 
| ee ee Th let 1 into eee ini e 
2 litefary ſecret. Of the Memoirs little has been done, and with 
that little I am not ſatisfied. They muſt be poſtponed till a mature 
ſeaſon; and I much doubt whether the book and the Author can 
ever ſee the light at the ſame time. But I have long revolved in my 
mind another ſcheme of biographical writing: the Lives, or rather 
the Characters, of the moſt eminent Perſons in Arts and Arms, in 
Church and State, who have flobriſhed in Britain from the reign of 
Henry the Eighth. to the preſent age. This work, extenſive as it may 
be, would be an amuſement, rather than a toil: the materials are 
acteſſible in our on language, and, for the moſt part, ready to my 
hands: but the ſubject, which would afford a rich diſplay of human 
nature and domeſtic hiſtory, would powerfally addreſs itſelf to the | 
feelings of every Engliſhman, | The taſte or faſhion of the times 
ſeems to delight in pictureſque decorations; and this ſeries of Britifh . 
portraits might aptly be accompanied by the reſpective heads, taken 
from originals, and engraved by the beſt/maſters. "Alderman Boy- 
dell, and his ſon-in-law, Mr. George Nicol, bookſeller in Pall. 
mall, are the great undertakers in this line. On my arrival i in Fug 
land T ſhall be free to confider, whether ir may ſuit me to proceed 
in a were literary work without any other decorations chan thoſe 
Which it may derive from the pen of the Author. It is a ſerious 
ue, that: I 0 no : 115 ambitious of fame 6 money; 1 knit my 
e | | [OT ALE " habits 
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ſtudies, to be the looſe amuſement of my morning hours, the re- 


petition of which will inſenſibly lead me to the laſt term of exiſt⸗ 
.ence. And for this very reaſon I ſhall not be ſorry to bind my- 


ſelf by a beral Eren e which A 1 not wy HAS 
00" 's 75 


Before I nttlab we muſt fay a 1 or two of n ö 
: bra pecuniary concerns. 1. We all admire the generous ſpirit with! - 


which you damned the aſſaſſins * *. I hope that * „344 


The opinion of parliament 1 in favour of Louis was declared i in 4 


manner worthy of the repreſentatives of a great and 2 wiſe wir 
It will certainly have a powerful effect; and if the poor King be not 
already murdered, I am Gatisfied that his life is in ſafety ; but is ſuch a 
life worth his care? Our debates will now become every day more 


- Intereſting ; and as 1 expect from you only opinions and anecdotes, 7s 


I moſt earneſtly conjure. you to ſend me Woodfall's Regiſter as often 
FF 1 now 
Ne no expence for new. 


1 want ſome account r "Mrs. . s | Heath.” wil my Lady i 


never write? How can people be ſo indolent ! 1 ſuppoſe this will 


find you at Sheffield-Place during the receſs, and that the heavy 
baggage will not move till after the birth-day. Shall I be with you 
by the firit of May? The Gods only know. e 


DRY e de Stael, . | 
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1 BED * Begun Feb. 3 Feb, g, e 
T — AR 3 is at Tg: 9888 47 poor de Severy i is no more! 
le expired about ten days ago, after every vital principle had 
been exhauſted by a complication. of diſorders, which had laſted | 
4 above. five months : and a mortification i in one of his legs, that gra- 
5 dually roſe to the more noble] parts, was che immediate cauſe of his 
8 2 His patience and even cheerfulneſs' ſupported, him, to e 
N fatal moment; and he enjoyed every comfort that could alleviate his. 
5 ſituation, the {kill of his Phyſicians, the aſliduous tenderneſs of his 
. family, and the kind ſympathy not only of his . friends, 
* + but even of common acquaintance, and LA ba f the whole town. 
DEE The, ſtrake has been ſeverely felt; yet I have the fatisfagion to perr 5 
Leeive that Madame, de Severy's health j is not affected; and we may 
+ hope that 1 in time ſhe will recover a tolerable ſhare of compoſure ; an 
13 beppineß Her firmneſs has checked the violent. fallies. of grief; 
18 her gentleneſs } has preſerved her from the worſt of {ymptoms, a — 
ſilent deſpair. She loves to talk of her irreparable loſs, ſhe deſcants 
with pleaſure on his virtues ; her worde are interrupted With tears, 
but thoſe tears are her beſt relief ; and her tender feelings Will! iuſen- 
ſibly ſubſide into an affedticnate remembrance... \ Wilhelm i is much | 
more deeply wounded: than I could imagine, or than he expected 
himſelf: nor have I ever ſeen the affliction of a ſon more lively and 
ſincere. Severy was indeed a very valuable man: without any 
mining qualifications, he was endowed in 2 high degree with good 
| Tenſe, honour, and benevolence ; and few men have filled with more 
propriety. their circle in private life. For myſelf, I have had the 
misfortune of knowing him too late, and of loſing him too fon | 
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GEE be affairs;of this theatre, which muſt always be minute, are now 
_ grown-ſo tame and tranquil; that they no longer deſerve the hiſto-— 
rian's pen. The new conſtitution of Geneva is ſlowly forming; 


without much noiſe or any bloodſhed; and the patriots, who have 


| Kaid in hopes of gulding and reſtraining the multitude, flatter hem- 
| ſelves that they ſhall be able at leaſt to prevent their mad countrymen 


from giving themſelves to the French, the only miſchief that would 


be abſolutely irretrievable. The revolution of Geneva is of leſs con- 5 | 
ſequence to us, however, than that of Savoy ; but our fate will de- 


pend on the general event, rather than on theſe particular cauſes. 
In the mean while we hope to be quiet ſpectators of the ſtruggle of 
this year j and we ſeem to have aſſurances that both the Emperor and 


ie French will compound for the neutrality of the Swiſs, The Hel- 


vetic body does not acknowledge the republic of France; but Bar- 
thelemy, their ambaſſador, refides at Baden, and ſteals, like Chauve- 


- 0 into x Kind of extra- official negotiation. All fpirit of oppoſi- 


tion is quelled in the Canton of Berne, and the perpetual baniſhment 
of the ee family has ſcarcely excited a murmur. It will proba- 


bly be followed by that of ee esse; the crime alleged in 


their ſentence is the having affifted at the federation-dinner at Rolle 


two years ago; and as they are abſent; I could almoſt wiſh that they 


had been ſaminoned to appear, and heard in their own defence. To | 


the e general ſupineneſs of the inhabitants of Lauſanne I muſt aſcribe, | 
that the death of Louis the Sixteenth has been received with leſs 


horror and i incignation than T could” have wiſhed. I was much 
tempted to go into mourning, and probably ſhould, had the Ducheſs 


been fill here; but, as the only Engliſhman of any mark, I was 


afraid of being fingular ; more eſpecially as our French emigrants, 


| either from prudence or poverty, do not wear black, nor do even 
the Neckers. Have you read his. diſcqurfe for the King? It might 
indeed” fuperfede the neceffity of mourning. I ſhould judge from 


your laſt letter, and from the Diary, that the French declaration of 
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_ War . aber bete 1 milky anhougb 1 beo „ 
bbdbdo it could habe been avoided, that we might ſtill have continued 
A do enjoy our fafe and proſperous neutrality. Lou will not doubt 
my beſt wishes for the deſtruction of the miſcreantb; but I love 
A : England ſtill more than I hate France. All reaſonable chances are 
Fo in fayourof a confederaey, fych as was never oppaſed to the abi: 
3 me Louis the Fourteenth ; but,. after the experience of laſt year, 
_ I diſtruſt, reaſon, and confeſs, myſelf fearful for the event. The 
3 N French are ſtrong in numbers, activity, enthuſiaſm ; they are rich in 
D and, although their ſtrength may be only that of a phrenzy 
A ever, they may do infinite. miſchief to their neighbours, before they 3 
© - _ can he reduced to ſtrait waiſtcoat... Ldread the effects that may be | 
8 Produced on the minds of the people by the increaſe of debt and | 
eus, probable loſſes, and poſſible miſmanagement... Our trade muſt | 
ier z and though projets of invaſion. have heen always abortive, 1 
. | canngt forget that the fleets and armies of Europe bave failed. before FEED j 
itte towns in America, which have been taken and plundered by a 
8 Par of Buccaneers... I know nothing of Pitt as a war miniſter; 
3 it affords me much ſatisfaction that the intrepid wiſdom of the 
EVE be ec e is introduced i into the cabinet. .Iwith, not merely 
WH 4: on your own account, that you were placed in an active, On 
Ee 85 bo! in government. 1 hould not diſlike you. ſecretary at War. 
NES 1 have little more to ſay of myſelf, or of my journey to een I 


\ 
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ꝓꝑ ben know my intentions, and che great events of Europe muſt deter- | 
VVV whether they can be carried into execution this ſummer, If 
. warmly adopted. your idea, I ſhall ſpeedily hear from him; 
ATOP but, in truth, 1 know not what willi be my anſwer: I ſee difficulties | 
. 1 did not occur: I doubt my own. perſeverance, n 


* thinking m may perhaps ſatisfy a man "hs has paid his os 
publics, and there is more a thy a wu ai Ms the am 
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nt Ea contrive ſome ſmall aſſiftance' for your corre. 
ſpondent, though I cannot learn any thing that diſtinguiſhes bim 
from many of his countrymen; we have had our full ſhare of poor 


emigrants: but if you wiſh that any thing extraordinary ſhould. be 
done for this man, you muſt ſend me a meaſure. Adieu. I em- 
brace my Lady and Maria, as alſo Louiſa, if with you. Perhaps 1 
ee F „%% ut au Ea.) 7Þ 5 
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| ST Ee xm Laveanns, Al a. 1793+ 
M- deareſt Friend, hs fuck. you "maſs truly are, nor does there 
Ez FR. Pl. 0g. / ( 
1 place in my eſteem and affetion. ___ 
Alter too long a filence I was ſitting, e to write, when, os 
yeſterday morning (ſuch is now the irregular ſlowneſs of the Engliſh 
poſt), I was ſuddenly truck, indeed ſtruck to the heart, by the fatal 
intelligence * from Sir Henry Clinton and Mr. de Lally. Alas! what 
is life, and what are our hopes and projects! When I embraced her 
at your deparure from Lauſanne, could I imagine that it was for 
the laſt time? when I poſtponed to another ſummer my journey 
to England, could I apprehend that I never, never ſhould ſee her 
again? I always hoped that ſhe would ſpin her feeble thread 
to a long duration, and that her delicate frame would, Juryive- , 
(as is often the caſe) many conſtitutions of a ſtouter appearance. | 
In four days! !. in, your abſence, in that of her children! But the - 
1s now at reſt; and if there be a future life, her mild virtues 
; have . ſurely, entitled her to the reward of pure and perfect * 
city. It i 18 for you that 1 feel, and I can judge of your ſentiments 
by comparing them with my own. I have loſt, it is true, an ami- pq 
able and pee friend, whom [ had known and loved above 
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the wife of your "choice; und the mother of your children; poor 
Alden: the livelineſs of Maria, and the ſoftneſs of Louiſa, render 
them al moſt equally the objects of my tendereft compaſſion. I do not 
Wilde to aggravate your grief; but, in the ſinoerity of friendſhip, 1 
cannot hold a different language. I Row the impotence of reaſon, 
and I much fear that the ſtrength of your character wil ſerve to 


"make a ſharper and more laſting, impreſion. | 
The only conſolation in theſe melancholy trials to 0 human 


fe is expoſed, che only one at leaſt in which Lhave any confidence, 


is the prefence of 'a real friend; and of that, as far as it depends on 
aye, you mall not be deftitute. I regret the few days chat muſt 
be loſt in ſome neceſſary preparations; 3 bur I truſt chat to-morrow 
ſe nnighit (May the fifth) I ſhall be able to ſet forwards on my Jour- 7 
ney to England; and when this letter reaches you, 1 ſhall be con- 
** fidetably advanced on my way. As it is yet prudent, to keep at a 
reſpectful diſtance from the banks of the French Rhine, I ſhall in- 
elne a little to the right, and proceed by Schaffouſe and Stutgard to 
Frankfort and Cologne: the Auſtria Netherlands are not open and 
ifs, _ Jam ute of being able at leaft'to paſs from Oſtend to 

; whence, without" paſſing through London, I ſhall pur- 
oo the tired road to Sheffield-Place. Unleſs 1 ſhould meet with 
tome unforeſeen accidents and delays, Thope; before: the ent of the 
month to ſhare your ſolitude, and ſympathize with your grief. All 
. the Uifficuttics of the journey, which my indolence had probably” 
© magnified, have now diſappeared before a ſtronger paſſion ;' and you 
Will not be ſorry to hear, that, as far as Frankfort to Cologne, I ſhall 
enjoy the advantage of the ſociety, tlie converſation, the German 
language, and the active affiſtance of Severy. His attachment to me 
is the fole motive which prompts him to undertake this troubleſome 
"Ours and CE TRA over the A yeh | 
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"he — — young wan 

loved Lady & as a mother, aud the whole family: is deeply affeched 
by an event which reminds them 106- painfully: of del o tnisfor. . | 
tune. Adieu. I could write yolumes, and ſhalt therefore break off 
abruptly. 1 ſhall write on the" road; "and hops to in a fe lines 
ht Frankfort and Ry LA mmer york rom 
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I er write a few lines before my departure, though indeed 1 
ſcarcely know what to ſay, Nearly a fortnight has now elapſed 
Hiace the ſirſt melancholy tidings, without my having received the 
| fighreff fubfequent accoumts of your kealtr and fituation- Lear 
corn filenes anneunees too fortibly how aueh ybu are involved in 
your feelings} and I cin bat too eafily' cbmestve Mat 4 letter to dle 
would be more painful cham to an indifferent perſon) Bim that Am. 
able man Court Lally might ſurety have writtels a ſetond dme; but 
your fiſter, who is probably withyou j but Maria alas! poor Marla 
Ia lest in # ſtate of darkneſs to the working of my own fancy, 
which imagines every thing that is ſad and hooking, ' What cam 1 
think of for your relief and comfort? I. Will not expatlate on thoſt 
common-place topics, which have never dried a fingle tear; but let 
me adviſe, let me urge you to force yourſelf into buſineſs, a8 B would 
try to foro myſelf into ſtudy. The mind muſt not be idle; if it 
de not exerciſed on external objects, it will prey on its own vitals: 
A thoufand little arrangements, which muſt precede a long journey, 
have poſtponed my departure three or four days beyond the term 
which I had firſt appointed; but all is now in order; and I ſet off 
w-morrow, the ninth inſtant, with my valet de chambre, a eee | 
on horſeback, Gra POO Os as * e 
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Allaulgte my excival at: Shieffield-Place (how: nn ſee 
© that-manſiont) for the firſt, week in June, ſoon after this Jetter; but 
I. Will try to ſend: you ſome later intelligence: I never found myſelf 
ſtronger, or in better health. The German road is nom cleared, 
bath of enemies and, allies, and though I muſt expect fatigue, I 
have not any apprehenſions of danger, It ig ſcaroely poſſible : 
that you ſhould meet me at Frankfort, but I ſhall be much diſap- 
pointed at not finding a line at Bruſſels or Oſtend. Adieu. If there 


be any inviſible a may Beſs arch over "OY and yours: : 
Adieu. HEY e 
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A” here Lam eee and ſpirits, after one of the eaſieſt, 
2 fafeſt, and pleaſanteſt journies Which Jever performed in my 
whole life; not the appearance of an enemy, and hardly the ap- 
Pearance of a war. Let I hear, as I am writing, the cannon of the 


- ſiege. of Mayence, at the diſtance, of twenty miles; and long, very 


long, will it be heard. It is confeſſed on all ſides, that the French 


fight with a courage worthy of a better eauſe. The gown of May- 
ence; is ſtrong, their axtillery admirable; they are already reduced 
to horſe· leſh, but they have ſtill the reſouree of eating the inhabit- 
ante, and: at laſt of eating one another; and, if chat repaſt could 
be extended to Paris and the whole country, it might effentially 
contribute to the relief of mankind. Our operations are carried 
on with more than German ſlowneſs, and when the beſieged are 
quiet, the beſiegers are perfectly ſatisfied with their progreſs. A 
ſpirit of diviſion undoubtedly: prevails; and the character of the 
Pruſſians for courage and diſcipline is ſunk lower than you can poſ- 


fibly imagine. Their tzlory has expired with Frederick. I am ſorry, 


to have miſſed Lord Elgin, who is beyond the Rhine with the King 
RD SEE Go, fi he OE 
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winds be propitious, it is poſſible that L may, appear next Saturda 
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of keula As I am impatient, I propoſe ſetting forwards to-mor- 
| row afternoon, and ſhall reach Oſtend in leſs than eight days. The 


' paſſage muſt depend on winds and packets; and I hope to find al. : 
Bruſſels or Dover a letter which will direct me to Sheffield-Flace or 


Downing-Street. e eee ee] Adieu: enn 
rene es gh ae 13 | 
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To. a es o'clock in the afternoon, Lam 
arrived at this place in excellent preſervation... My expedition, 
which is now drawing to a cloſe, has been a journey of perſeverance 
rather than ſpeed; of ſome labour ſince Frankfort, but without the 
ſmalleſt degree of difficulty or danger. As L have every morning 
been ſeated in the chaiſe ſoon after ſun-riſe, -I propoſe indulging! to- 
morrow till eleven o'clock, and going chat day no farther than 


good time, juſt eight days, according to my former reckoning, from. 


June firſt, in Downing -Street. After that earlieſt , date, you will 
expect me day by day till I arrive. Adieu. J embrace the dear 
girls, and ſalute Mrs. Holroyd. I rejoice that you have anticipated 
my advice by plunging into buſineſs ; but I ſhould now he ſorry if 
that buſineſs, however important; detained us long in town. I do not. 
wiſh to make a public exhibition, and only ſigh to enjoy you and 
the precious remnane in the ſolitude of Sheffield-Place... Exer yours. 
If Tam ſucceſsful I may outſtrip or accompany. this letter. Tak 
e Maria's waited for me here, RIOT: 
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Letters tinimate: aint, in return for: my viſit to 


1 | Lauſanne in 19 f, Mr. Gibbon engaged to paſs a year with, 


85 5 me in England; that the war having rendered travelling exceedingly 
| 3 eſpecially to a perſon who, from his bodily infirmities, 
55 Hr ery acc xhthodation, IR at ſo. formi- 
gurney A e, t 6, 
| ſons Spend t eee ee ms 5119 
Je er Ges- gra NN when; he [thought his prefence- 
- Ae eee cetifolation. I muſt ever negand it as the moſt en- 
5 [ating proof of is ſenſibility, . of his pofleſſing-the-tove ſpirit 
5 tended int, We 0 Mache an i ene ing ip 
. mente, to) ſoothe me by the! moſt generoue fymparby, and to alle- 


8 prevent Lin e We refolving on an undertaking that might 
ae Aeterred the wot active young man. He, almoſt immediately, 


0 Aenne by de nicans "natural 0s Kim, /aindertonk a gen. 


long the frontiets of an enemy, werfe than-favage;, 

Wittün che Wund of mei canon ; within the range of che ligne 
noopõ reer ee- eee, mt geg gebe 
mos machinery of ein!, ll; olee.o. [© 
"The xeadineſs with which he engaged in this hen hawk 
tip, at a fme when a ſelfiſh Gpivir nr frond, pleaded a thouſand: 


- 


Fr. . 3 - 
>. Bog "I WF 8 . 


reaſons for detſining ſo hazardous's. jo N conſpired, vith abe ns 


ſervice in which he diſregarded his on perſonal infirmities. He 


„ 


ene 
mund. I had the ſatitfactiom of finding chat hie own delicate ant 5 
| precarious health had not ſuffered! in the ſervice: of bis friend, a 


arrived in tha bdginning of June at my houſe in Downing - Street, 
ſufe and in good health ; and after we had paſſed about a month to- 
gether in London, vd ſettied at Sheffield - Place for the ſummer; 
c a ROE Ig | 
_ vaviety'of characters. "A 
| — kereeailinclined to repreſent: his an aine FURY 
really was, hib habitual diſlike to motion appeared to increaſe; his 
mnaptneſs to exerciſe: eonſined him to the library: and dining room, 
rund there he joined my friend Mr. Frederick Nonth, in pleaſant ar- 
— OH Ht | He ridiculed the Na e / 
of all ſeaſons, rinnen de r uſe ofcheir 
doors, when his company was only there to be enjoyed; for neither 
the fineneſs of the ſeaſon, Br P15 pſig 
nnn either ſex to deſert him. 
Thoſe who have enjoyed the ſociety of Mr. Gibbon: will agree 
with me, that his converſation: was ſtill. more captivating than his 
writings. Perhaps no man ever divided time more fairly between 
literary labour and ſocial: enjoyment; and hence, probably, he de- 
rived his peculiar excellence of making his very extenſive knowledge 
eontribute, in the higheſt degree, to the uſe or pleaſure of thoſe with 
whom be converſed. He united; in the: happieſt manner imagin- 
able, two characters which are not often found in the ſame perſon, 
the profound ſcholar and the faſcinating companion. | 


It would be ſuperfluous to attempt a very minute delineation of a 


character which is ſo diſtinAly marked in the Memoirs and Letters. 
1 £ | 558 : LN | | o ITE He 15 
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Ele has deſcribed hiraſelf vithout reſerveg and with perfecb Gncerity, 


The Letters, and eſpeclally the extracts from the Journal, which could 
acthave been written with any purpoſe ages will make the 
reader perfectly acquainted with the man. 54 
Excepting à viſit io Lord Egremott and Mr. Hayley. whom he 


very particularly eſteemed; Mr. Gibbon was not ahſent fromm She · 
field - Place till the beginning of October, when we were! reluctantly 


obliged to part witk him, that he might perform his engagement to 
Mrs. Gibbon at Bath, the widow of his father, who had early de- 


I 34% 


547731 


ſerved; and invariably retained; his affection. Prom Bath he pro- 


ceeded to Bord Spenſer's at Althorp, a family Which he always met 
with uncommon ſatisfaction. He continued in good health during 
the whole ſummer, and i! in excellent ſpirits (I never knew him enjoy 
better); and when he went from Sheſfield-Place, little did I 4 imagine 
it en Wan ne 1 mould have the lex 
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n Cork-Street hotel has anfireced; its recommendation; it is 
clean, convenient; and quiet. My firſt evening was paſſed 
at home in à very agreeable tete-d- tete with my friend Elmiſley. 
_ Yeſterday I dined at Craufurd's with an excellent ſet, in which were 
Pelham and Lord Egremont. I dine to-day with my Portugueſe 
friend, Madame de Sylva, at Grenier's ; moſt probably with Lady 
Webſter, whom I met laſt night at Devonſhire-Houſe; à con- 
Rant; though late, reſort of ſociety. The Ducheſo is as good, and 
Lady Elizabeth as ſeducing, as ever. No news whatſoever. Tou 
will ſee in the papers Lord Harvey's memorial. I love vigour, but 
it is ſurely a ſtrong meaſure to tell a gentleman you have reſolved to 
paſs the winter in his houſe. London is not diſagreeable; yet I ſhall 
probably leave it ee If any thing thould occur, I will write. 
| AS ever; yours. 1 i | 
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1919 bes rain oft men e * Hr. 
IUNDAY, afternoon, f left London, 0 ray at Reading, 445 Monday | 
in very; good time L reached. this place, after a very pleaſant air- 
iog z and am always ſo much delighted and improved, with this 
union: of eaſe and motion, that, were not the expence enormous, 1 
would travel every year ſome hundred miles, more eſpecially in 
England. I 3 the day with Mrs, G, 2 In mind and 
yo - $64;- REC, 9 


_- 


cCcConverſation ſhe is juſt the ſame as twenty years ago. She has ſpirits, 
AAA appetite, legs, and eyes, and talks of living till ninety “. I can ſay 
tom my heart, Amen. We dime at two, and remain together till 
naaaine; but; although we have much to ſay, I am not ſorry that ſhe © 
a oe: e introducing a third or fourth ador. Lord Spenſer expects 
. me about the acth >" but if Lean do it 18 without oflence, 1 ſhall ſteal . 
Eg away two or three days ſooner,” e have advice of my 
„ scon The troubles of Briſtol have beert ſerious. and bloody. 
1 ko mot: wo was in faulty but 1 fo not Bike "appeaſing the 
, wm by de pxtimAtion'of the toll, and the removal of the Hereford 
oj anvlitia; 'who:had done their duty. Adieu. The: girls muſt dance 
ee uni | What would Ny 1 L wat to anfrer 
l | her letter? Ever yours, Acc. {4 e n 15676 e 
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TITS — in gonral a i were fl theſe. 
Fo My impatience. to get away makes me think it better to devote 
EET Oe my whole time to Mrs. G.; and dear little aunt, whom I tenderly 
» _ ſalute, will excuſe me to her two friends, Mrs. Hartley and Preſton, 
3 if I make little or no uſe of her kind introductiom R f. d. uch 
Tft eight or nine hours every day is rather difficnlt to ſupport; yet 1 
| do affure you, that our converſation fee with more caſe and ſpirit 
| chen we are alone, than when any auxiliaties are ſummoned to our | 
: . 4. nnd evade Fi wes, agar nd Fr eg oma 
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of the mind ſtronger, and more active, than I have ever known em. | 


I have ſeitled, that ten full days may be ſufficient for all the purpoſes 
of our interview. I ſhould therefore depart next Friday, the cigh- 
teenth inſtant, and am indeed expected at Althorpe on the twentieth ; 
but I. may poſſibly; reckon without my -hoſt, as I have not yet ap- 
priſed Mrs. G. of the term of, my viſu ; and will certainly not 


quarrel with her for a. ſhort delay. Adieu. I muſt have ſome poli- 
tical ſpeculations, , eee eee on our e 
an end. Exer y 2 32012 12 e ne rk 
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| tions of Cicero, chat I can mention only my departure hence 
to-thorrow, the ſixth inſtant. 'Tſhall lie quietly at Woburn, and reach | 
London in good thine Thirkday. ” By the following poſt T will wiite | 
ſomewhat more largely. M ler in London wilt depend, partly on 
my amuſeen, ad your being fixed at Wegs Pes; unleſs you 
think I can be comfortably arranged for a week or two with you at 
| Brighton. The military remarks ſeem good; hut now to what pur- 
poſe? Adieu. I'embrace and much rejoice iti Louila's i improve- 
| ment. e was CO Ron | 
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Wenden 62 13 bag yours, ng 1 haſten the dire&tion, | 
| that vo —5 not be at a 3 1 will v write to-morrow, but 1 
OI Alen. (1 have Fe not ferns 
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A is: dropt yeſterday che word wwewdl, I- flatter Myſelf that the 

3: cfamily would have been alittle alarmed by my Hilenct to-day. 

Lam fil aukward! though withaut any Yuſpicione! of gout] "and 

| have ſome idea of having tecourſe' to: medien Advice Tet L creep 

out to-day in a chair, to dine with Lord Lucan. Rut 48 it Will be 
literally my. firſt going down ftairs, and. as ſcarcely. an any one is ap- 


prized of my arrival, I know nothing, have heard nothing, L have - 
nothing to ſay. My preſent 18 ging, a houſe of Elmſley' 8, is cheer- 


= convenient," ſomewhat: dear, but not ſo much as a hotel, a — 
cies of habitation. for which. I have not conceived; any great affection 
| Had gu been Rajopary, at, Sheffield, yop would hape ſeen. me befoke 
3535 5 1: e Tt Sf rambling, and gant. for ac eee; 
dat % lay, for your houls, . But whether 1 ſhall have courage to 
—_. - brave 4 # * anda bleak down, Ame only can. r Kaen. | 
1, with you back to, Sheliel Place. The, hegkh of gear Lovila is 
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1 MUST. «aint; withdraw ap veil before my ſtate of health, 
| though. the naked uuth ma Lake Jou more tban a fl t.of 
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biete (moſt tüpeb by is increafing, and ought to be dimi- 
niſhed. Yeſterday I ſent for Farquhar, who is allowed to be a very 
ſkilful ſurgeon. After viewing and palping; he very ſeriouſly deſired | 
to call in aſſiſtanee, and has examined it again to- day with Mr. Cline, 
a ſurgeon] as he ſays, of the firſt eminence. They both pronounce 
it a Hydrorele, (à collection of water,) vrhich muſt he let out by the 


operation of tipping ; but, from its magnitude and long neglect, 


they think it a moſt extraordinary caſe, and wiſh to have another 
furgeon, Dr. Bayley, preſent. If the buſineſs ſhould go off ſmoothly; 
I ſhall be delivered from my burthen, (it is almoſt as big / as a ſmall 
child,) and walk. about in four or five days with à truſs. But the 
medical gentlemen, who never ſpeak quite plain, inſinuate to me 
the poſſibility of an inflammation, of fever, &. I am not ap- 
Palled at the thoughts of the operation, which is fixed for Wedneſ- 
day next, twelve o clock: but it has oecurred to me, that you might 
wiſh to be preſent, before and aſterwards, till the criſis was paſt; and 

to give you that opportunity, I ſhall ſolicit a delay till Thurſtlay, 9 
even Friday. Ahe ae hir; U crawl about with ſome. labgur, 

and much indepeney, to Pevonſhire - Houſe (Where I Jeft all the fing 
Ladies making flannel waiſtcoats),; Lady Lucan's, &c. Adieu. 
Varniſh the buſineſs for the Ladies yet I am afraid it will be public; 
the advantage of being ee Ever Yours. Een i 
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: eee the laſt lan, 3 = Oe 4 5 
tom Brighthelmſtone- to London, and was agreeably ſurpriſed to 
find that Mr. Gibbon had dined at Lord Lucan's, and did not re- 
dumm td his lodgings, where I waited for him, till eleven o'dock. t 
night. Thoſe who have ſeen him within the laſt tight or ten 
years, muſt be ſurpriſed to hear, that he could doubt, whether + Ll 
dais diforder' was apparent. When be returned to England in | 4 
14125787, was greatly alarmed by a prodigious increaſe, which! I 
a ways conceived to proceed from a ruptute. I did not underſtand 
cy he, who had talked with me on every other ſubjeck relative to 
5 himſelf and his affairs without reſerve, ould never in any ſhape | 
bunt at à malady ſo troubleſome; but on ſpeaking to his valet de 
1 chambre, he told me, Mr. Gibbon could not bear the leaſt alluſion 
to chat ſubject, and never woufd fuffer him to notice it. 1 conj- 1 
ſulted' ſome medical perſons, who With me ſuppoſing it to be a | 
rupture, were of opinion that nothing could be done, and ſald that 
| be ſurely muſt have had advice, and of eourſe had taken all ne- 
5 ceſſary precautions. Hie no wiked Rec) with the abet his dit. 
border; Which, he faid, began in the'year 1761 ; that he then con- 
"= „„ ſulted Mr. Hawkins the furgeon; who tid not detidewhither it was 
 - _ - _ - -* _ the beginning of a rupture, or an hydrocele ; but he defired to ſee 
jo 955 Mr. Gibbon again when he came to town. Mr. Gibbon not feel- 
ing any pain, nor ſuffering any inconvenience, as he faid, never 
xeturned to Mr. Hawkins; and although the diſorder continued to. 
855 increaſe gradually, and of late years very much indeed, he never- 
FE _ __ mentioned it to any perſon, however incredible it may appear, from: 
fc 15761 to November 1793. I told him, that 1 bad always ſuppoſed: 
8 chere Was no doubt of its being a rupture; his anſwer was, that ne 
| never thought ſo, and that he, and the ſurgeons who attended him, 
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it was originally a rupture, and that an hydrocele had lately taken 


place in the ſame part; and it is remarkable, that his legs, which had £ 


been ſwelled about the ankle, particularly--one of them, ſince he 


had the eriſipelas in 1790, recovered their former ſhape as ſoon 8 


the water appeared in another part, which did not happen till be- 


tween the time he left Sheffield-Place, in the beginning of October, 


and his arrival at Althorpe, towards the latter end of that month: 
On the Thurſday following the date of his laſt letter; Mr. Gibbon 
was tapped for the firſt time; four quarts of a tranſparent watery 
fluid were diſcharged by that operation. Neither inflammation nor 
fever enſued; the tumour was diminiſhed to nearly half its fize; the 
remaining part was a ſoft irregular maſs. 1 had been with him two 
days before, and I continued with him above a week after the firſt 
tapping, during which time he enjoyed his ufual ſpirits; and the 
- three medical gentlemen who attended' him will recolle& his plea- 
ſantry, even during the operation. He was abroad again in a few 
days, but the water evidently colleQing very faſt, it was agreed that 
a ſecond-punQure ſhould be made a fortnight after the firſt, Know- 
ing that T ſhould be wanted at a meeting in the'country, he preſſed 
me to attend it, and promiſed that ſoon' aſter the ſecond operation 
was performed he would ra Pug wi bar ee ges- re 
e eee beer ö . 
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| "fall T1 13 1 | 13 23 2: VE IG: — Now ag, Ties. 
Fe . has proves to write you a 4 line, 1 conceive 
you may not be ſorry to hear directly from me. The ope-. 
ration. of yeſterday was much longer, more ſearching, and more | 
e . but 3 it Or een 
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„%% d eeester degree. No Fee e night, 
l leave to go abroad to-morrow, and to go out of town when: I pleaſe, 
22᷑1v attendant the future meaſures of a radical cure. If you hold your 
. by 5 intention of returning next Saturday to Sheffield - Place, I ſhall pro- 
. | bably;join you about the Tueſday following, after having paſſed tro 
Jo Ch 8 IL nichts at eckenham f. The Devons are going to Bath, and the 
. ee ee I paſſed à delightful day with 
„„ Burke; an odd one with Monſignore Erſkine; the Pope's Nuncio. 
5 - public newo, you and the papers know more than I do. We 
Fan ſtrong ſea and land hopes; nor do I 'diflike the 
= Roya having beaten the Sans Culottes, and taken Dol. How 
muy minutes Will it take to guillotine the ſeventyrthree new mem 
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OP Cs Ir will Al orgs ae fm 
EE I withed and expected. Lord Auckland informs me, that he ſhall 
FF Watt eee Tueſday, Wedneſday, and Thurſday, I 
bse therefore agreedtodine at Beckenham on Friday. | Saturday will 

. ſpent there, and unleſs ſome extraordinary; temptation ſhouid: de- 
iin me another day, you will ſee me by four o'clock Sunday the ninth 
5 of December. I dine to-morrow with the Chancellor at Hampſtead, 
„ ͤ and; wht do not like atthis time of the year, without a propoſal to 
E's { , 1 ſtay all night. Let I would not refuſe, more eſpecially as I had de- 


„ 


died him ona former day. My health is good; but I ſhall have a 


5 final, interview with Farquhar, before. leave; town, , We ars, 
5 darkneſs-about Lord Howe and the French ſhips, but. hope ſeems. 
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or two with his friend Lord Auckland, at Eden- Farm, (ten miles 
ttom London,) on his paſſage to Shefheld-Place; and notwitlr- 
> fanding his indiſpoſition, he had lately made an excurſion thither 
from London; when he. was much pleaſed by metting/the Arch- 

„ biſtiop of Canterbury, of whom he expreſſed an high Opinion. He 


* returned. to, London, to dine with Lord Loughborough, to meet 
Mr. Burke, Mr. Windham, and particularly, Mr. Pitt, with whom 


he was not acquainted ; and in his laſt journey to Suſſex, he re- 
viſited Eden- Farm, and was, much gratified by the opportunity of 
le day, Mr. Pitt, who. paſſed the night 


again ſeeing, during a who 


lace; and his diſcourſe was never more brilliant, nor more entertain 


laſt viſit to Sheffield -· Plate became far different from. any he had ever 
made before. That ready, cheerful, various; and illuminating en 
verfation, which we had before admired in him, 'was not now age 
to be found in the library or the dining- room. He moved with © 
difficulty, and retired from company ſooner than he had been uſed 


' He obſerved to me, that it- was a very bad ſign with tim 
57 he could not eat his breakfaſt, which he had ene at all times 


of apprehenfion that he was ever obſerved to utter. A conſiderable 
gree of fever now made its ; appearance. Inflammation aroſe, from 


fast, and . 1 fever went t off, he never entirely recovered his a 
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there, From Lord Auckland's, Mr. Gibbon proceeded to Sheffield- | 


he made, between the leading men of this/couritry; were ſketched = 
in his beſt manner, and were infinitely intereſting.” However, this 


9 oF 20. On the twenty-third of December, his appetite began to fail 
very heartily ; and this ſeems. to have been the ſtrongeſt expreſſion f 


| the weight, and the bulk of the tumour. Water again collected very | 


petite 
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— — — 
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. net. know of my d 
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Fette even for breakfall I became very uneaſy indeed at his ſituation. 
| tommktheend of th month, and thought it neceſſary to adviſe him 
to. ſet gut for London, He. had: before ſettled. his plan to arrive 
| there about the middle of Je anuary- I bad company in the houſe, 
and we, expetted one of his particular friends; but he was -,.Y 
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e + ee date ar tins. 4 I was almoſt killed between Shot 
4. Held-Place. and. Faft-Grinſted, by hard, frozen, Jong, and croſs 
mm, that would, diſgrace the approach. of an Indian wig-wam; 
o The reſt was ſomething leſs painful; and I reached this place half- 


ed, but nat ſerioully. feverith, or ill. I ound dinner Ute 


dom Lord Lucan ; but what are diners to me I wich they did 


7 arture. I catch the . me 
an effort! . Adieu, till Thurſday Oh: Friday.” . IF en 3th, 


Ho 4 : CIO 2 25 + BF hy GEE f wee 6 N 190 £0 B22 7 „ . habe og TT N 
Linh 
"By bis own detve;. 1 dd not ot Follow him d Thurltay the nh 
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I then found him far from well. The tumour more diſtended than 
before, inflamed, and ulcerated in ſeveral places. Remedies were 

applied to abate the inflammation; but it was not thought proper to 
_. puncture the tumour for the third time, till Monday the 13th of 
January, when no leſs than fix quarts of fluid were diſcharged. He 
| ſeemed much relieved by the eyacuation. His ſpirits continued 
ne de, 35 uſual, of paſſing kia time at houſes which he 
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had oſten frequemel: with: great pleaſure, the Duke of n 
ſhire's, Mr., Craufurd's, Lord Spenſer's, Lord Lucan's, Sir Ralph. - 


Payne's, and Mie. Batt's ; and when I told him that I ſhould not re- | 
turn to the country, as I had intended, he preſſed me to go; kno- 


ing I hall an engagement there on public buſineſa, he ſaid, Row) 
may be back on Saturday, and:T-intend'to go on Thuxiday td De- 
4 voriſſũre: Houſe.“ I had not any apprehenſion 
in danger, ahhough- 1 began to fear chat he might ngt, be reſtored to 
à comſortable ſtate, and that motion would: be very troubleſome to 
him; but he talked of a radical cure. He ſuid, that it was fortunate 
the difotder had ſhe wn itſelf while he was in England, where he might 
procure the beſt aſſiſtance; and if a radical eure could not be obtained 
before his ee eee eee eee eee; 
who oduld come to tap him when it ſhould be neceſſary. at 
On Treſday: che fourteenth, when tlie ik een and, 
fever from the laſt operation was ſuppoſetl to be over, as the medical 
gentlemen who attended him expreſſed no fears for his life, Il'went 
chat afternoon, part of the way to. Suſſex, and the following day 
reached: Sheſfield-Hlace. The next morning, the fixteenth, I received. 
by the poſt a good account of Mr. Gibbon, which mentioned alſo 
that he hourly gained ſtrength. In the evening came a letter hy ex- 
| preſs, dated noon that day, which acquainted me that Mr. Gibbon 
bad bad a violent attack che preceding night, and that it Was not 
Probable he ſhould live till I could come to him. 'T. reached his 
lodgings in St. James's-ſtreet about midnight; and learned. that my 
„ rn an penn 
of re cs 1794. 7 
After I left him on a Tuesday agen the e he faw 8 | 
company, Lady Luean and Lady Spenſer, and thought himſelf well 
enough at night to omit the opium draught, which he had been uſed 
to take for ſome time. He ſlept very indifferently ; before nine the 
vor. 1. | CE | | next 
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1991 


hs 


AUG: bur vt oc een Pn 
appeared tolerably well, yet complained at times of a pain in his fto- 


+. mach. At one o'clock he received a viſit of an hour from Madame 


de Sylva, and at chree, his friend, Mr, Craufurd, of Auchinames, 
n e he. always mentioned with particular regard,) called, and 
+ ith. een till paſt five o'clock.: They talked, as uſual, on 
various fu and twenty hours before his death, Mr. Gibbon 
happened to "fall into a converſation, not uncommon with him, on 
_ - the probable duration of his life. He ſaid, that he-thought himſelf | 
_ a7 good" life for ten, twelve, or perhaps twenty years. About fix, 
De ate the wing of a chicken, and drank three glaſſes of Madeira. | 
Aſter dinner he became very unealy” i 1 codipleined 
a good deal, and appeared ſo weak, that f 
Mr. Gibbon had ſent to his friend and relation, Mr. Robert Darell, 
. whoſe' houſe was not far diſtant, gig ade nem wang, 
that he had ſomething PO e 8 
Kae imerview "never took plate. kes 
During the evening he complained much of bis Romach, 3 f 
a diſpoſition to vomit. "Soon after nine, he took his opium draught, 
and went to bed. -About'ten, he complained of much pain, and de- 
— fired that warm napkins might be applied to his ſtomach. He almoſt 
inceſſantly expreſſed a ſenſe of pain till about four O clock in the 
morning, when he ſaid he found his ſtomach much eaſier. About 
ſeven, the ſervant aſked, whether he ſhould fend for Mr. Farquhar? 
he anfwered, no; that he was a8 well as he had been the day before. 
At about half paſt eight, he got out of bed, and faid he was plus 
aadroit than he had been for three months paſt, and got into bed again, 
Without aſſiſtance, better than uſual. - About nine; he faid that he 
would riſe. The ſervant, however, perſuaded him to remain in bed 
till Mr. Farquhar, who was expected at eleven, ſhould come. 
Till about that hour he ſpoke with great facility. Mr. Farquhar 


238 
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kd neat and ke wasthen t dying. When of 
the valet de chambre returned, after attending Mr. Farquhar out of 5 
the room, Mr. Gibbon ſaid, Pourquoi ft ce que vous me quittes ?"* 


This was about half paſt eleven. At twelve, he drank ſome brandy 
and water from a tea-pot, and defired his favourite Servant to ſay 
with him. Theſe were the laſt words he articulately. 


To the laſt he preſerved his ſenſes ; and when he Sill no longer 
ſpeak, his ſervant having aſked a queſtion, he mad g ſign, to ſhew 


that he underſtood him. He was quite tranquil, and did not ſtir; 


ee een About a qusmer before one, he ceaſed to breathe *, 
f . The body was not opened till the fich day after his death. It was then ſound, 


43% 5 


except that a degree of 


000 och pea ng0 abr 
and when the laſt n quarts of fluid were diſcharged, the colon and omentum 


deſcending lower, they, by their weight, drew the lower mouth of the omach 


| | downwards to the ar pulis, and this probably was the immediate cauſe of his death. 


The following e tags 


ſurgeon who opened it: 
4 Aperto tumote, qui ab inguine uſque ad genu fe extenderat, * 


= FETT 
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„ not very conſiderable, Had taken place on a part 
of the colon j which, wich che of the omemtum, of a very enlarged fize, had 
deſcended into the /crotum, forming a bag that hung dawn nearly as low as the knee. 


4 Hquoris feroũ tinQi ſanguine. Ea autem fuit ſacci illivs amplitudo ut portion, lie 


* quoris longs majori capiendes ſufliceret. © im poſteriori parte hujus ſaci teſtis fte 


755 fuit. Hunc omnind ſanum invenimus. - 


FKK ²˙ intigrani fd Eventos ce majer ors 


s inteſtini coli. Hæ partes, ſacco fibi proprio incluſte, fbi invicem et ſacco ſuo aded 
« arQ2 adheſerunt ut coivilie viderentur in maſſam unam ſolidam et irregularem 3 
« cujus a tergo chorda ſpermatica ſedem ſuam obtinuerat. 


« In omento et in inteſtino colo haud dubia recentis inflammationis en ubs, 


5 necnon maculas nonnullas lividi coloris hinc inde ſparſas. 


« Aperto abdomine, ventriculum invenimus a naturali ſuo ſitu detractum uſque ad 


ct annulum maſculi obliqui externi. Pylorum retrorſam et quaſi ſurſům a duodeno 
4 retractum. In hepate ingentem numerum parrorum tuberculorum. Veſicam 


4 felleam bile admodim diſtentam. In cæteris A anatomico ſub- 
6 jectis, e extiterunt.” 
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Aue, chen dhe left 
id does not appear that he ever thought himſelf in danger, unleſs 
=_ Ws MONROE We Darell een engere. light. 
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4 : 8 * as 
W- mY roneous account of my friend's: 
Is can never ceaſe to feel that I was 


5 awful period: a regret ſo ſtrong, that I can expreſs it only by 
| borrowing: (as the eloquent Mr. Maſon has done on a fimilar oc- 

ES. caſion) the foreible language of Taci acerbitatem 
ßöI‚ aw : _ mafiitiam guod afidere” _ Jovere deficien- 
| em, | | It is ſome conſolation to. 


NN r Although I had 

. not the mournful atification of being near him on the day he ex- 
pired, yet during his illneſs I had not failed to attend him with that 
afliduity which his genius, his virtues, and, above al, our lon un- 
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M-. Sibbon' Will is dated the 1ſt of October 179K; juſt before 
I left Lauſanne ; he G re me, as * the 5 
flattering manner: | | 


I conſtitute and appoint the e Right] Honourable John Lord Shef- 
4 field, Edward Darell Eſquire, and John Thomas Batt Eſquire, 
© to be the Executors * my laſt Will and Teſtament; and as 
the execution of this will not be attended with much dif- | 
« ficulty or trouble, I ſhall indulge theſe gentlemen, in the pleaſure 
« of this laſt diſintereſted ſervice, without wronging my feelings, or 
« opprefling my heir, by too light or too weighty a teſtimony of 
“ my gratitude. My obligations to the long and active friendſhip 
of Lord Sheffield, I could never ſufficiently repay.” 


He then obſerves, that the Right Hon. Lady Eliot, of Port-Eliot, 
is his neareſt relation on the father's fide ; but that her three ſons. 
are in ſuch proſperous circumſtances, that he may well be excuſed 
for making the two children of his late uncle, Sit Stanier Porten, his. 
heirs ; they being in a very different ſituation. He bequeaths an- 
nuities to two old ſervants, three thouſand pounds, and his furni- 
ture, plate, &c. at Lauſanne, to Mr. Wilhelme de Severy ; one 
hundred. guineas to the poor of Lauſanne, and fifty guineas each. 
to the following perſons ; Lady Sheffield and daughters, Maria and. 
- Louifa, Madame and Madamoiſelle de Severy, the Count de Schom-- 
berg, Mademoiſelle la Chanoineſſe de Polier, and M. le Miniſtre Le 

Vade, for the purchaſe of ſome token which may remind them of 
| a fincere friend. The remains of Mr, Gibbon were depoſited ig. 

Lord Sheffield family 8 in * 
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THE Letters of Mr. Gibbon, from the time of his return to 
Switzerland in 1788, are annexed to his Memoirs, as the beſt con- 
tinuation of them. Among his Letters of an eatlier date, I find 
ſeveral which he has alluded to, and others which will illuſtrate ” 
account he has given of himſelf. Theſe, I flatter myſelf, will 
pleaſe the generality of readers ; fince, when he touches on matters 
of private buſineſs, even ſubjects of the drieſt nature become inte- 
reſting, from his mode of treating them. Many Letters from diſtin- 
guiſhed perſons to him will be introduced, and ſome that he received 
at a very early period of life. Although we have not all his own 
Letters to which theſe were anſwers, yet we have enough to teſtify 
his ambition, even in youth, to be diſtinguiſhed as a ſcholar. 

f It has been ſometimes thought neceſſary to offer to the Public an 
apology for the publication of private Letters, I have no ſcruple to 
ſay, that I publiſh theſe, becauſe I think they place my friend in 
an advantageous point of view. He might not, perhaps, have ex- 
pected that all his Letters ſhould be printed; but I have no reaſon 
to believe that he would have been averſe to the publication of any. V 
If I had, they never would have been made public, however mighty ; RR: 
I might have conceived on their excellence, f | 
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5 NM. Canvien a 14 Cor. 


nonsiaun, „ . b ns Mk 

E ne puis tie tres ſenſible 3 aux e d' eſtime dont vous 
1 voulez bien me combler, quoique je ſois fort Eloigne de les pren- 
dre à la lettre, et de me regarder comme un oracle. Mais je ſuis homme 
vrai, et par la meme qui aime à profiter des lumieres que l'on a la 
bonté de me copmuniquer. Ainſi, Monſieur, je regois avec toute la 
| @atisfaQtion trans Vingeni . PE que vous Ste pour 


19 


tx RANSLATIO N. 
1 50 475 Mr. cr On to Mr. Gon. 5 


8 LR, - en e e <1 ante, 8 

1 "AM e obliged by your PR ROI of eſteem, without taking 

Wem in the literal ſenſe, and believing myſelf an oracle. But I am a lover 
ol truth and ſincerity, and always ready to avail myſelf of the communica- 

tions of my learned friends, With the greateſt e therefore, I received 

| ; 8 RR 2 f your 


Te oat "AN 


» 8 
if AY , 
* — ” A _ 


: {00 LETTERS To AND FROM 


| Neclaircifiement d'un pies de Tite Live for waved je m'avois ſi 
qu'ttre embaraſſẽ. J'adopte toutes. vos obſorvatioss, tous vos raiſon- 
nemens. Par le changement d'une ſeule lettre, vous ſubftituez à un 
ſens louche et obſcur, une penſce claire, convenable au caractère de 


celui qui parle, et bien lice avec tout le reſte du diſcours. Je ne 


1 


- manquerai pas d'en faire une note, et de me ſervir de cette _ | 
cieuſe correction, ſi Poccaſion 8'ent 1 en prenant ſoin Ten 


a . 


faire honneur à celui 2 qui je la deis. 0 WA 
Pajouterai ſeulement une remarque de peu de bonſsgwence, mais mais 
du me paroit neceſſaire pour donner toute ſa perfection à la phraſe, 


4 


fur laquelle vous avez travaille fi heureuſement. Voici la phraſe | 
avec le changement que vous propoſez. Nec ęſſe in vos otio vgſtro 
conſultum ab Romanis credatis. Or in Vox ne me paroit point 8'ac- 
eorder avec ofio veſtro. L'exprefſion i in vos ſemble marquer quelque 
choſe qui doit etre contraire au bien des Carthaginois, et qui par 
conſequence s allie mal avec Tidee de leur repos. Ainſi au lieu de 
een mieux lire in bis. e eee ſera 


_ 4 


. 
1 - \*— p Wa a , 
l 5 
- : * 


- your ingenious 8 iluſteating « 3 of Livy, by which I hat 
8 puzzled. I adopt all your obfervations and reaſonings. By chavging 
2 fingle letter, you ſubſtitute, inſtead of an aukward and obſcure meaning, a 
thoughe perſpicavus in itſelf, ſuitable to the character of the ſpeaker, and 
eonnected with the purport of his diſcourſe. I ſhall not fail noticing this. 
judicious correction, when an opportunity occurs, and mentioning the name 
of the perſon to whom I am indebted for it. 

1 will add only one remark, of ſmall importance indeed, but neceſſary for 
giving complete corre&neſs. to the paſſage with which your attention has been 
ſo ſucceſsfully occupied. With your emendation it runs thus: Nec eſſe in vos 
tio veftro conſultum ab Romanis credatis. The in vos does not appear to me 


to correſpond well with ario veftro; ſince it ſeems to indicate ſomething 


adverſe to the intereſt of the Carthaginians, and therefore does not accord 


well with the idea of their tranquillity. Inſtead of the words in vod I would: 


e eee . 
8 1 e J) 1 ee PAR IT v1 | uin 


” 


lle e ee, gy 


30 3 bonne. Nec eſſe in his otio vgſtro n ab Rune 
cCredali.. Ne penſez pas que dans ces meſures que prennent les 
4, Romains, pour vous Oter toutes vos forces, et en vous interdiſant 
a guerre avec | ranger, lent; eu pour _ votre tran- 

6 quillite et votre repos.” „ HE I 

ll ne me reſte plus, Monſieur, quia. yous remercier de a bontẽ 
que vous avez eu de me faire part d' une ide auſſi heureuſe. Ce 
ſeroit une grande | Joie pour moi ſi je rege vois . de pans | 
ſecours ſur tout ce que j'ai donne au public. 

Fai Phonneur Com avec e bien * la recotmoſiſanes & de bee, 


855 "Exavi FR. 


in bis atio veſtro conſultum ab Romanis credatis. Do dot belieye that the 
Romans, when they deprive you of your forces, and forbid you to make 
c war on foreign nations, mean thereby to promote your tranquillity. EF 
It remains only, Sir, that I ſhould thank you for your goodneſs in com- 

- municating to me fo happy a thought. It would give me the greateft pleaſure 
to be frequently favoured with ſuch aſſiſtance in my literary labours. 


nn ,,. 
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| 3 8 IF „ 1 D an" | oF Sept. 14, e. 
RN 2 eiter quome voila Echappe es le Bn publiques 
3 „ K done cette egliſe eft . en tems de fete, je ſaiſis avec jois 
VV _ quelques: momens de repos. pour m'entretenir, Monſieur, avec vous: 
53 Re ; _  - ce ſera, 5 il vous plait, fans faire de trop grands efforts ſur Varticle 
= - des. id£es innses que vous me propoſer. Qutre que je abe de 
dire comme je ne ſais que 
3 cCeonatu magnat nu gas; il 7 A "fort long. tems age. Je ai relu 
3 M. Locke, Foracle moderne ſur cette matière, et il faudroit trop de 
2 IE 5 tems et de papier pour tout Plucher. Ayer donc la bonte de vous 
. vontenter fe 4 e 8 ſc e fu ang 


+ 4a# 


4 . 
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„FC de a Me: ALLAMAND ro. . Gen. (i 


VVV I CO oY Bux, nach September 1756, 


TOR ports eſcaping 185 = 3 public e in which the mi- 
. niſters of this church are employed during the holydays, I ſit down with 


much pleaſure to converſe with vou a few. minutes on paper; without intend- 
5 ing to make any very violent exertion in anſwering the queſtions concerning 
5 innate ideas, which you propoſe for my conſideration. I am not willing to 


riſk the being obliged to ſay, with one of Terence 8 characters, Magno 
conatu magnas nugas ; belides, it is long ſince I looked into Locke, the 
maiddern oracle on that ſobject; and too much time and paper would be re- 
JJV quiſite completely to canvaſs ſo intricate a ſubject. You will have the 
3 5 goodneſs, therefore, to be contented with the firſt reflections or oecur to 
Fi = me on n of bn firſt boyk.. „ 
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EDWARD: GBO Eſq 


* de hight ee eee 
| de \ſronver que cow down; ulncipes, <C> qd-4/"of il 'efÞ impoſſible 
g une meme choſe foit, et en meme temps ne ſoit pas, ne ſontepsint 
_- inn&es, puiſqu'ils n'<toient point dans Feſprit pendant I et 
la preuve qu ils n'y etoient” pas, c'eſt que Tei u y pe is point 
et que bien des gens meurent, ſans les avoir jamais appergus; or, 
dit M. Locke, une ee e 15 
« ne d en appergoive, . LT 3 
I eſt clair, Monſieur, que toute la force 44 ce [Abit eſt 1 1 
: n Weite derniere aſſertion; mais cette aſſertion neſt elle pas evi- 9 
demment detruite par experience?  Appergevez vous actuellement 
cd joutes les idees que vous avez dans Teſprit ? N'y en a bil Point au- 
|  . quelles vous ne prendrez peutetre garde de pluſieurs annees? Et 
dans les efforts que Pon fait ſouvent pour rappeller ce qu on a confic 
à fa m6moire ; ne ſent on pas qu'il peut y avoir des connoiſſances fi 
cachtes dans ſes replis, que loin de les apperceyoir ſans ceſſe, il faut 
bien de la peine pour les rattrapper? ſe ſais que M. Locke, qui a 
N 3 | 3 ſenti 


k 4 — = 7 
— : * 


In — 55. that able writer undertakes to prove that the axioms, | 
« Whatever is, is; and © It is impoſſible for the ſame thing to be and 
« not to be at the ſame time; are not innate; becauſe children are to- : 
rally ignorant of them, as appears from their never taking notice of them; 
and many perſons die without ever perceiving the truth of theſe axioms ; 
« but it is impoſſible,” Mr. Locke obſerves, * for an idea to be in the 
« mind; which the mind never takes notice of.“ It is plain that the 
whole weight of his reaſoning reſts on this laſt aſſertion; which aſſertion 
itſelf ſeems to be manifeſtly contradicted by experience. | Do you per- 

_ _ ceive, Sir, at this moment all the ideas that are in your mind? Are 
there not ſome of them which you may not, perhaps, take notice of for 
many years? In the efforts which we make to recall things to the me- 
mory, are we not ſenſible that ſome ideas may be ſo deeply hidden in its re- 
ceſſes, that inſtead of continually perceiving them, we have no ſmall trouble 

OS TPO eee I know that Mr. Locke, 
I: 5 c. iii, 


— l 5 * 2 


EE” . h. Il. . en v. 
u lͤ.tss, a longueur et Vembarras de cet artlele montre aſſen que M. I. 
wm par à ſon die en U éerivunt f et comment y audit Il 6? 
. Wolcb, autant que j en puis juger, à quoi iſe requit, I avoue, * Que 
& nous ons dans Velptit-des idées que nous n'appergevons. point 
„„ actuellement; mais, dit-il, e eſt dane la memoire qu elles ſont i et 
| 4, cela eſt ſi vrai, qu'on ne ſe les rappelle point ſans ſe ſouvenir, en 

meme temps, qu'on les a djd apperęues. Or, tel n'eſt point le 

ens des idfer qu on pretend inner. Quand on les appergolt pour 

3 5 1a première fois, ce n'eſt point avec reminiſcence, comme on de- 
e © yrolt, ff ces dees N avoient cte e ayant cette e, | 
| A ²˙ » | 
; De grace, Monſieur, croyer. ow gud M, Locke. . 
—_ C7 FRY meme, quand il diſtinguoit ave Sane Faris et eire dau, la m- 
3 weir Et qu'importe A la queſtion, qu en ſe ſouvienne d'avoir 


1 - 
. 


. 8 d&ja ſu ce que I'on ſe rappelle, l p'en eſt, pas moins vrai qu'on l'a of 
No NE N 
8 2 I | | 3 


> 


= G ir 8 20 * 
5 plexiry of chat article ſhews that he was not at eaſe in writing it. How in- 
deed could he be ſo? fince, as far as I am able to judge, the following h 
_ - the reſult of his argument: J conſeſt that we have ideas in the mind; of 
.« which we are not conſcious; but then theſe ideas are in the memory] as 
« appears from this, that we never recall them without remembering that 
e they formerly. were objects of our perception, But this is not ſuppoſed to 
OY . hold with regard ta what are called innate ideas. When theſe are perceived 
PE «for the firſt time, it ia not with reminiſcence, which would certainly be'the 
JJ 5% oe if they had _— the e dl 1 rang ag of them,” 
&c. 
Be pleaſed to tell me, Sir, ROD 1700 thiol Sik Mr. Locke himſetf well 
underſtood the diſtinftion which he makes between being in the mind, and 
| Seing in the memory? And of what "importance is it, that we remember 
RA EO AA RN ERALY: OI mn that we had 
them 
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dont i git? Au reſte, M. Locke auroit pu ſentir que ſi Lon ng 
ſe rappelle point les idées innées par uminiſtence, e eſt qu'elle na 
ſont point entrées dans l eſprit d'une manière qui ait exige, ou attire 
ſon attention. Et c'eſt auſſi le cas de pluſieurs idées acquiſes; car 
quoiqu'en dire M. Locke, chacun ſe trouve au beſoln, nombre d'idces 
qui ne peuvent 8 etre inſinuëes dans ſon” eſprit, qu'à la preſence 
de certains objets, auquels il n'a point pris garde, ou, en genéral, 
par des moyens ineonnus, qui l'ont enrichi ſans qu'il ſache com- 
ment, et ſans qu'il crut les avoir juſques au moment qu elles ſe 
ſont .preſentees, 6 £8 4 (696 | : 24324 1 114652 41 3 Enel 1. 
Sur le fond meme de la queſtion, il me ſemble que M. Locke 
eonfond perpetuellement deux choſes tres differente. L'idee elle 
mme, qui eſt une connoifſance dans Veſprit et un principe de rai- 
ſonnement ; et_/'tnonc# de cette idte en forme de propoſition, ou de 
definition, II ſe; peut, et il eſt meme tres probahle, que bien des 
gens n ont jamais forme, ou. enyiſagé en eux mtmes cet énoncé, 
1 * D en e HGH; F 
— — 
them long, without taking any notice of them, which is the point In queſtion? 
Beſides, Mr. Locke ought to have known that innate; ideas are not recalled 
with reminiſcence, becauſe thoſe ideas come originally, into the mind in a, 
way that neither excites nor requires our attention; for whatever Mr, Locke 
may ſay, every one may be ſenſible from his own experience, that many 
even of bis acquired ideas could not have come into his mind independ- 
_ ently of the preſence of certain objects of which he had never taken any 
notice j or, in general, independently of certain unknown cauſes, which 
enriched him, without his being ſenſible of it, with ideas that he did not be- 
lieve himſelf poſſeſſed of, till they actually preſented themſelves to his un- 
derſtanding. 1 40 5 in 3 | 25 15303 t ain e659; 30 TEX 
As to the main queſtion, Mr. Locke ſeems to me perpetually to con- 
found two things extremely different; the ide itſelf, which, is a perception 
of the mind, and a principle of reaſoning ;\ and the expreſſion of that idea 
xg form of a propoſition or definition. It is poſſible, nay, very probable, 
t many perſons have never Imre ee dane of, the Serve, th, 


9 vor. . | 1 92 


* 


donne à certaines propoſitions, des qu'on les entend prononcer, ſoit 


Y 10 AND\ PROM. 


tas eee e Nous | 
Liv. 1. ch. i $219. Maze fuit-il dela, qu us ne conmoiſſent pas la 
Vorité qu'il exprime, et qu ila n en ont pas idee Nullemem. Tout 
bomme qui aſſure, qui nie, tout homme qui parle, un enfant quand 
i demande, quand il refuſe; quand il ſe plaint, &c. ne ſuppoſe t il 
pas, que dss qu une ichoſe et, il eſt impoſſible qu en mme tems 
elle ne Toit pas? Ne trouvea vous pas, Monſieur, qu'on pourroit 
foutenir la r6alits des idses inné ts, preciſement ſur ce que M. Locke 
allcgue' contre elles, que beauedup de gens n' ont jamais penſe aux 
propoſitions &videntes dont il parle; gar, puiſque ſans y avoir . 
peaſe, ils sten ſetwent, ils batifſent IA deſſus, ils jugent de la verite, 


ou de Tabſurdns & un Yiſcours' per ſe rapports avec ces principe 


n, Se. Dod leur went cette familiarite avec' des prineipes qu ils 
norit- jamais apperous diſtinctement, ſi ce NOS ee 


une _connoifſance, cu fi Pon veut, un ſentiment nturel? 225 


Au 5 1 et 78, NI. Locke nie que le n 
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AA RUINS Sor the fans e 
Ses Locke, 5. i. c, 1. 51. But does it follow from this, that chey are 
ignorant of the truth expreſſed” by 'theſe work? By no means, Every 
man who athens; denies, of ſpeaks i 4 child who wks, reſuſes, or complains, 
mult know'the'troth of this propofßitiom. Does it not appear to you, Sir, 
chat the doftiine'of innate ideas may be deſended on the ſame principle by 
which Mr. Locke ättacks it; namely, that many perfons have never thought 
col che propoſitions of deſcriptions by which they are expreſſed? For if with- 
out ever having thought of thoſe propoſitions, they make uſe of them in 
their reaſonings, and employ them in judging of the juſtneſs or abſurdity of 


| every diſcourſe which they hear, how -zould they be ſo) familiar wirh 


ciples which they never diſtinQly took wal unleſs they bad e natural 
knowledge or innate perception of them? | 


In paragraphs 1 and 18, Mr. Liz deakes that our Seen ka certain 
8989 is'n 9 en ü 5 


— 
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ne e eee e eee foride, 
for es qu'il y a bien des propoſitions que on regoit. ainſi d'abord, 
qui certainement ne ſont point inn6es 3 et il en donne diveta e- 
emples, viz. deux: & deu amt quatrr, &. Mals ne vous parcitrn 
Cit pas qu'il confund ipi de ſimples definitiine de motd avec; de 
veritds ẽvidentes par elles meme An meins, eſt il certain que 
tous ſes enemples ſont de ſimple deſinitiont des mot, deux el deus 
put quitre. "Livlce qu'on exprime par draw at dau, aſt la mime - 
qus celle qu on exprime per guatre, &c..', Or: perſonne ne dit que 
i cosnoiſſance d une deßnition de mats. ſoit inne, puiſqu elle fup- 
poſe celle du langage., Mais cette propoſuion, le taut , plus grand 
gue chacune de ſes partias, n'eſt point dans ce es; et il, eſt certain | 
que le plus petit enfant ſuppoſe la vérité de cette propoſuion 
toutes les fois que non has" ph moitié de en 
pomme toute entire. 3 vines! int; 
Prenez r d'examiner le 5 3j On M. Tacke gent 
eonvaincre de fauſfete cette fappolition, quit y a des, pringipes tel- 
lement inne, que ceux qui en entendent pour la premiere fois, et 
a 5 qui 


are innate ; ſince many propofitions, thus aſſented . 
' ideas that had been acquired j for example, two u (wo make four, &xe. 
But does it not appear to you, that he here confounds the definition of words 
wick ſelf-evident truths ? at leaſt, all che examples which he gives are mere 
definitions. The idea expreſſecdd by two and two i preciſely the ſame with 
- the" iden of four,” Nobody ſays that our knowledge of the definitions of 
words is innate,” becauſe that would imply language to be ſo. But the 
knowledge of this truth, that the whole is greater than its part, does not 
imply that ſuppoſition; ſince an infanc_ſhews itſelf acquainted with this 
. - principle, when, difſatisfied with the half we an apple, 1 it fg on ee 
to polſeſs the whole 

Take the trouble, Sit, lo Wins 41g; in which Mr. 16k dhtoincss | 
to. diſprove the aſſettion, that there are ſome principles fo truly innate; that 
e words (e"the Firſt time, immediately com- 
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. is at es theft elair ee i a vious 
: ele ebene de es:termes.?; Mais qui ne voit que M. Locke 
ſiort de la queſtion ? Perſonne na jamaĩs dit que des termes, qui ne 
DL ic eee ee neee ee e em 
g 8 avec nous, que eee ere e | 
3 dans la ſuite apres en voir appris les noms. Mais, 1. Neſt ce 
„„ P 
T a point idees ines; ear ih n'y en a que d' acquiſes? M. 
Docze toit dien d'un -pareil” raiſonnement, vil le trouvoit dans ſes 
| adverlaites.' 2. Bil eſt vrar qu'on apptend tes mots avant que 
chavoir les idées quiils expriment, au moins eil eſt vrai que cela ſoit 
HEE: toujours ainſi, comme M. Locke Tentend, je youdrois bien ſavoir 
F comment la premiere langue a pu etre formte? Et meme comment 
Ss I eſt poffible qu on faſſe comprendre à quelqu un le ſens d'un mot 
. eee r reds ane en par 


Ip 


. | ed {het without loving any W « Firſt of Alh” n 
CNS | | it is clear they muſt have learned the terms of the expreſſion, and the 
meaning of thoſe. terms.“ But bere Mr. Locke manifeſtly departs from 
the" queſtion. . Nobody ſays that words, which are merely arbitrary ſigns of 
8 . Our ideas, are innate. He adds, that the ideas denoted by theſe expreſſions 
5 de no more born with us than the expreſſions thetnſelves, and that we ac- 
Fs * quire the ideas after firſt learning the terms by which they are expreſſed.” - 

8 But, 1. Is not this to take for granted the thing to be proved? There are 
3 no innate ideas, for all ideas are acquired. Mr. Locke would laugh at his 
Ascverſaries, were they to make uſe of ſuch a8 argument. a. If words are 
8 earned before ideas, at leaft if that is always the caſe, as Mr. Locke un- 
. TS - derſtands. it to be, I would be glad to: know, how the firſt language could 
EE: have been formed, or how it could be poſſible to communicate to any one 
5 : | | en . 
„„ fe . "of 
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Au 9 2), M. Locke nie les idées innées, parcequ elles ne paroiſ- 
ſent ni dans les enfans, ni dans les imbecilles, aù elles devroient pa- 


roitre-le plus. Mais, 1. Ceux qui admettent les idées innees, ne les 
eroyent pas plus naturelles à lame, que ſes facultes; puis done que 


Teætat et la conſtitution du corps nuit à celles - ci dans les imbœcilles, 


| quatre courtes reflexions. que j'aurois du vous donner fur tout ceci, 


elle ſera auſſi cauſe qu on ne leur remarque; point les autres. 2.) Le 


fait meme n eſt pas entièrement vrai; les enfans et les imbecilles ont 


rides de leur exiſtence, de leur individualite, de leur identite, &c. 


Dans le reſte de ce h, M. Locke fe divertit au depens de ceux qui 
eroyent que les ẽnonces des maximes abſtraites ſont innees: mais les 


plus determines ſcholaſtiques n' ont jamais e e e et ont 


rit d'une chimere qu'il 8'eft faite lui mẽme. ' 
. Te ne ſais, Monſieur, comment il eſt 8 nen ds trials ou 


je 


of order, far 3 weve be . ares | 


order, than a man born blind could underſtand the word colbu&. 


„ 8 


In paragraph 27, Mr. Locke denies innate ideas, becauſe ey are not 


990 in children and idiots, in whom we ought moſt to expect meeting 


with them. I anſwer, 1. Thoſe who admit innate ideas, do not bilieve- 
them more natural to the mind than its faculties ; and as the ſtate and con- 
ſtitution of the body diſturbs the faculties of idiots, the ſame cauſe may 


hinder them from ſhowing any ſigns of innate ideas. 2: The fact is not 


ſtrictly true. Even * and infants have ne new of aw OR in- 
dividuality, identity, c. 


In the remdinder of that a Mir. Locks Sits Mmielk with the . 


; abſurdity of thoſe: who' believe the expreſſions of. abſtract maxims to be in- 
nate A but the moſt determined ſcholaſtic never maintained any ſuch opinion; 


and he combats a chimera which is the work of his own fancy. 


I know not how it has happened that, inſtead of a few general refletions. 
which I intended, I have ſent you a long and tireſome criticiſm on ſome 
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5 e fois engage dans une critique longue et , de que. 
: ques endroits d'un ſeul chapitre: C eſt —— reſte de 7 
pode Pal troprephis de facitics-d/flivee et & dhibäuet N. Locke 


© dir icN RIG} 6s i. Caght Cer petdper d 
aaa paste, mils je ne vous en faliguarnt quwapres'ci Ave regu 
jt 2 ee, /// ͤ5r̃ Ä 15 JET 


On Scrit loi, quis le Roi de Pruſſe vient de battre tes Aurrichiens et 
5 "a leur mer 20 mille hommes, en ayant perdu 15 mine des ſiens. 
. Vola dont bd ialoit. en paſſam par Leiplie- Si bete nbobelle e 
wie ie gerte ic fanreit manquet de devemir gracrite, dt de air 
aue commence, Elbe fert terrible maler ge craing bien qup fa M. P. 
mit le fort de Charles XII. Qui le wee enen, 

= 5 FTP Autriche, et peutetre la Nuſſie reun ies 91 Ho 
J Jai Phonneur dene nes une parte ee bangen, Monſon &c: 
5 „ Jy lt $1000 007 Ut; re ee ie oth ene. 
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3 5 38 : „ů᷑ ooo vemeike  .} F 
—_- paſſages of a fogle chapter. The remains of laſGtude, probably, made it 
FF. - _ _  {eafter; for. me to follow and diſpute with Mir. Locke, than 10 think and 


= - /_ reaſon alone. | Have patience, and pardom me. There are many remarks 1 
A eo make on the ſecond chapter, bee Gee gg eee | 
Bos I will not tire you with that ſubject, unleſs. you defire it. 

'Y oe ee os | Our newſpapers ſay, that the King of Pruſſia has beat. he Auftridze, and 
FV killed tweney thouſand of their men z-with the loſs-of fifteen thouſand of his 
EE: EE” on. This was the object he had in view when he paſſed through Leipfick, ; 
© © © Tk the news. be true, the war mult become. general;/and, according to-ap- | 4 
3H Pearences, it will be terrible. But 1 moch fear Jeſt his Pruſſian 

meet with the fate of Charles XII. What are his reſources ſor defence 
Hh 8 eee e ee eee 
Fp e eee 
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(= ſuis charme de Vexactitude * de la Penetration qui ſe OT 
le terrein dans la dernière lettre que vous aver pris la peine de 
m'cerire: et comme vous, Monſieur, je crois que la queſtion 'touche' 
£ * deciſion. © B ! 10338 E 2 Ia 123 $31 #44? ts 4 12 
Vous en ſans doute t vn de wre e que les propoſi tions evidetites 
8 dont ils agit, ne ſont pas as fimp es idées, mais des jugemens. Mais 
= ayez auſſi la complaiſance de recofinoitre' que M. Locke les alleguant 
en exemple 4 idées qui paſſent pour innees et hut: te le ſont pas ſelon 
lui, s ¹ 54 2 101 de 5 meépriſe, ceſt toi qu'il faut relever Ia-deffis,” & 
non pas moi, qui n'aveis autre chote à fairs 40a" refuter 6 manidre 
de et contre Lanes de ces daes, ou er * Dafleur. 


11 


11 &agir en effet, de ſavoir 0 certaines verites . et com- 


——— . 


munes, et non pas ſculement certaines idces fimples, ſont i innces ou 


r od Sony 2 x77 - non. 
Ones e ee r e 
209% huts 18 1697.6 54, „bi Ou Aten! 6 1 ops 8 10 16 
andi 4 Mile bf Mr dene 4 Mr, Fragen... ene 
81 N D - Do; kn ale 


150 delighted with your haſt Kin that bnd by accursey and 
penetration; and with you, Sir, 1 believe pong? _ b oo pes of 7 4450 bag 
ii deter aden nr 

Tod are right __ that the elk evidelt rennt biet 1 men- 
-rioned, are tiot merehy ideas,” bot Judgments : yet you will Have the 'good- 
neſs to obſerye,” that Mr. Locke having given them as examples of ideas 
which paſs for being innate, but which he does not regard as ſuch, the miſ- 
take is chargeable on him, and not on me, who had nothing farther to do 
than to refute his manner of reaſbning. Beſides, you will be pleaſed to re- 
mark, that OO VEIN «tives ane ideas, but alſo 


. certain 


i; —— inde: co-hontin 


non. 3 3 gew pour 1 d'iddes 
: ſimples qui le ſoyent, que celleg de Ditu, de units, et de e eee : 
les autres exemples ſont pris de propoſitions completes, que vous 
—_— Dann . n 
Mais, dites vous, y aura t il donc des jugemens Innes? 12 3 juge- 

! mend eſt il autre choſe, qu un acte de nos facultes intellectuelles 
8 la comparaiſon des idces A Le jugement ſur les verites . evidente: 
ry il pas une ſimple vue de ces verites la, un ſimple coup. dil que 
Veſprit jette fur elles? J accorde tout cela. Et de grace, quieſt. ce 
5 qu id Neſt, ce pas vue, ou coup d' il, fi vous voulez f Ceux 
qui ddfiniflent Tides autrement, nes Fg ils pas Viſiblement du 
ſens et de intention du mot? Dire que les idces ſont es elpeces 
| des choſes imprim&es dans esprit, comme image de bob objet ſenſible 
tracce dans rel, n'eſt. ce pas jargonner plurde que. definir? Qrceſt 
la faute, qu ont fait tous des metaphyſieienz, et quoique | M. Locke 
Tait bien ſentie, il a mieux aims % facher ue eux, et tirer contre 


; cn 
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© 5.1 $4.8 5 2 gp” $1 765 


| certain common and ſelf-evident ge be innate. The 80 EX= 
amples produced of innate ideas are thoſe of God, unity, and exiſtence ; 
the other examples are of innate propoſitions, which you call judgments. \ 
| You afk, whether it be pode chat our judgments ſhould be- innate, 


Juagment being nething elſe but the act of our intelleRual-faculties in 


comparing our ideas, and our judgment concerning |; ſelf-evident truths 
being merely the perception of ;thoſe/ truths by. a "ſimple glance of the 
mind? I grant all that, but would aſk, what elſe is an idea but à glance of | 
the mind? Thoſe who define it otherwiſe, widely depart from the original 
ſenſe of the word ; and talk unintelligibiy, when they ſay that. ideas are 
ſpecies;. that is, appearances of things. impreſſed on the, mind, 2s, the | images 
of corpareal objects are impreſſed on the .eye. . All me taphyſicians have 
committed this miſtake ; and Mr. Locke, though ſenſible of it, has choſen 
in his anger to direct his batteries againſt the weathercocks, rather than 
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EDWARD [GIBBON Aſhuirs, 3 


G. dl di: non ſeulement il n'y a point d/idecs-inndes dane le- 
ſens de ces Meſſeurs ; mais il n'y a point d' idees du tout dans ce ſeus 
la: toute idee eſt un acte, une vue, un coup d' il de Veſprit. 


Des lors demander il yu des iddes innees, c'eſt demander 8 iI y a 


certaines verites {i évidentes et ſi communes que tout eſprit nan 


cuſſion, ſans raiſonnement, les reconnoitre d'un coup d il, et ſou- 


vent meme ſans Cappergevoir du on jette <e. coup df cal. Laffirma- 

We e jinconteſtable, et felon moi, le queſtion eſt vuidee 
par Ia. Antenne 1285 ind e 118 295 hn 267 i 
NN Monſieur; que cette manigre d'entendre = 


Faffaire, va au but des partiſans des idées inntes, tout comme la 


leur; et par la meme, contredit M. Locke dans le ſien. Car pour- 


quoi voudroit on qu'il y eu des idees inntes ? C'eſt pour en oppoſer 
1a cettitude et l evidence au doute univerſel des ſceptiques, qui eſt 


_ ruine d un ſeul coup, 8 il y a des verités dont la vue ſoit neceſſaire 


e en ee e e eee que je puis 
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ere ue firely do inge ideas; becauſe in their ſenſe ofthe word there are no 


ideas whatever. An idea is merely an act or perception of the mind: and 


the queſtion concerning innate igeas is merely to determine, whether certain 


truths be not ſo common and ſo evident, that every mind, not abſolutely 
ſtupid, muſt recognite them at a ſingle glance, without the aſſiſtance of any 
teacher and without the intervention of any diſcuſſion or reaſoning; and 
often without being ſenſible that this glance is caſt on them? The affirm- 
ative appears to me incontrovertible; and the queſtion thereby is ſolved. 


Lou will pleaſe to remark, that this way of explaining the matter is as 
favourable to innate ideas, and therefore as oppoſite to Mr. Locke's doctrine, 
28 the- unintelligible hypotheſis above mentioned. For what reaſon do we 


contend in favour! of innate ideas? To oppoſe: evidence and certainty to 
univerſal ſcepticiſm; whoſe cauſe is ruined by proving certain truths to be 
90 neveſſary and ſo-natural/to man, that they are univerſally recognized by 
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d dect nies ds ice i ets la leur. Et voithiee „ 


Hncommoder un peu M. Loeke; qui, fans ſe declarer 
appergevoir un peu trop de foible pour le pyrrha- 


8 #:beaucoup!icomribue à le noùrrir dans ce ſiè cle. A 


force de youloir marquer les 'bornes de nos connoiffances, ee qui 
toit fort insbeſſütre, il a quelqueſois tout mis en bones. 


55 Apres ces remarques genérales ſur le fond de la queſtion, il eſt pen 


| re de 8 arreter à quelques particulières, où vous ne me eroyez 
pas fondé. Cependant vous me permettrez de vous faire obſerver 
fur elles que vous releven: 1. Que dans ce 9. 5. du ch. 1. Meſt 
eee mele ces deux choſes, etre actuellement dans 
nn fans que L gſprit o en apper gorve-—es, y. tre, fans qu il i en fait 
Jamair apper pu. Mais il eſt certain auſſi, qu à la concluſion de ce 9, 
3 den tient an premier ineognito, et donne lieu à ma critique en 
8 Je ſuis: la traduction Frangoiſe n ayant 
original. De ſorte, dit · il, que ſontenir qu'une choſe ſoit 
of Clans . et qu elle n eſt pas congue par e | 
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- dea,: ele Scconting;10; the fenſe; in which this word is 

and the proof would not have been very pleaſing do Mr. Locke, who, with- 
dot profefling, himſelf: a ſceptic, et ſhews a leaning to the ſoeptical fide;; 
and whoſe works have contributed e, to the diffuſion of ſeepticiſm. 5 wag 

preſent age. His too eager deſire of firing the limits of human 

a thing highly neceſſary, has made him leave nothing but limits. 
Aſter theſe general obſervations on the main queſtion, it is not very ne- ; 
ceſſary to deſcend to the particulars in which you thinli me: miſtaen. Tet 
you vill permit me to anſwer your objections. 1. Its true, that Mia Locke, 
55... ins the two expreſſions, 4 being in the mind, without beisg actu- 
- 46 ally perceived by the mind, and- being in the mind, without having over 
a heen perceived by the mind but at the concluſion.of the paragraph he lays 

bine open ta my criticiſm, by expreſſing himſelf. as follows: F-Sp-that te 
ing 3 * 


4 +: ? 
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| 666 ehe Ferse — e 
due f F on- diſolt, qufune\choſereſt;-ernpſe-pas dens Veſprit au 2 
Gidans Fentendenidng?r Web dl pas claingMonſficur; que C= —© * © 
| phitophez/6crivant 'celay étoit dans l erreur, ou la mepriſe de fait 8 
que je prends la liberte de lui reprocher; ceſt que I eſprit ne peut 

© avoir aucune conndiſſanne gu il ne Fappergoive actuellement? Je 
Crois bien que i oh Pavoitydabord rale vt La- deſſus . il auroit ſenti 
Ja mptiſe] mais il nen eſt pas moins vrai, et qu il y eſt canhe. 
et qu il cen fait un: principe contre ſes adverſair e.. 
dla. ¶ Nous voulez qu'on. lui pale, ſa. diſtinction entre, les ide xs qui 
Jet dang I oſprit et celles qui ont dans la memoires d moi ne tienne. 
pour de vou prgnie le mot d idee coe m car, en ce ſenn . 
une idee eſt dans 'Veſprit, lorſque Veſprit enviſage actuellement la „ 
propoſition.,qui; eſt, Fobjet de ſon idbe, gu de ſon coup. d cih t | 
elle n'eſt que dans la mt moire, lorſque Neri et eee jette 8 | Y 
CCC 


üben ſane us que bo eee „ 
Br Hin = * . 1; 


| « aver pho mains, ln 9 wh, any; ch ou. got Lin in the 
{owing ar underſtanding,” It is clear, Si, th nog great philoſopher — 
erred in writing. this, paſſage ; maintaining, what. I ches the liberty to-con- — 
_ that em "_ we aa underſtanding without being. perceived a 
iT that. he 1 have corrected this miſtake had ic 
printed rites bur h he br 7 99 05 employs i ras 
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eqn Wig e In that 
+ mind aQtually conſiders the propoſition 
Wich is rhe” obj 'of its —_ is, "of its laner er perception; aid an 

y . wind, having forinerly caſt that glance on 
15 Aae Sidel favility in recalting it, 'remembering at the ſame 
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| propoſition eee a eee ch | 

meriques, ſuppoſees par les metaphyliciens, et autant u men 
dene pas aſſea nettement congedites par M. Locke, j; en re- 
viens, 8'il vous plait, ne eee eee 

EN meme quand on mgue ia memoi de eſprit. Ro RRC i ip 

= — — aladks, 

ne me permet pas Betendre da vantage cette lettre, et m'ompeche 

de a faire moins oourte et plus Je vous prie, Monſieur; de 

Texcuſer telle qu elle eſt. Peut tre, penetrant comme vous Vtes, 

ie laiſſerer vous pas d'y entre voir dequoi prevenir toute \difficulte 

fur les p | innes-de pratique! M. Locke me paroft plus fort 

- | if que dor 106 autres, mis i n' pas laiſſei de * y EnibipaNſer un 
1 TFT ot par-. V Fs or N ee. Histo imb u, bt ery 


„„ je me faildis une fete de yoke Wötr ad ülrbelt A veva) er p 
ae cap weite pee fi enten cert de Votre länge, 
u fte wen 4 Point quf Peut atre ft bien ia Miene tote? de w. 
meme vu M. Par in rd que dine Talettiblee. © 89 ret not een +; 8 
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plphietans; ud. 

. as it ſeems to, me, t fo. ciently diſproved by Mr. Locke T return tomy 

; alete, and maintain that the diſtincxion ig uninte liigible be * 

ö i Fe 2 n the'mind,” and. * being in che memory. bir F n 1 3311 i $413 

85 * "violent erhebe which T'broug 9 ght p Lich me en 887 venerable da x 

inders me from contin this Was or renderin 8 what 1 have” Ca 

Ve and, more perſpicuous. 1 1 intreat yo ou to 'excule its 1 © raw 
our penetration will perhaps 2 1 bo ah 5 125 
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81 Winke de 120 mille Ruge n'eſt pas une fable, * | 
devenir S. M. Pruffienne? Ne orpyen vous pas, Monſieur, que nous 
touchons à de grandes revolutions? Il y a long tems que je ſoup- 
Vonne un plan form, de reddir le ſyltäme genttal b die grand 
empires; celui des Frangois, à PFoccident-du Rhin, celui d Autriche 
2 Forzent, et celui des Ruſſes au nord. Win ene 
dans I Apocalypſe.” QD partage la terre comme on voudra, pour 
vu qu'il y ſoit toujours permis de croire, que ce qui et, elt z et que | 
les contradiftoires ne peuvent pas etre vraies en mme temps: . _—_ 
reſte ces trois empires : auroĩent beau etre grands, e Fn — | 
ils paroltroient 1 touje ours bien | petits, vus -eulement de 0 
a | quelle hauteur ne velevent pas par dela des yeux N . Nu) 4 
| * 4 Wangen 4 ttre, 5 ins de 14 conſideration, e en 
| 5 1 5 4 : 1205 Hae thy ATT 
N M 4. Wes al - tout va _ 405 t A 1 lat. 4 
ee W B. LES 15 Eh bien we 5 Y 1 
7 oe mes | 8 2, POW pour 2 * ar jour. I elt de 


N Wen 225 3 2 ns * 
valle mand contre ce tout. e | PEE 
ns, N Sues 776 8 
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: 1 7% hogs u not a \ fable: 
what 5 the Bar g. 22 eine ne to you, 
re-thgeatened with great revolutions? I have long. ſuſpected a de- 
ſign of vedocing the general ſyſtem bf:Epiope to three great efnpires; mat 
ol the French en the: welt of che Rhine, ef Auſtriz un the enſt, arid e 
Nuſſia in the natth. Vet we raad b nosbing f thix kind ĩn ehe Reuelation. Fs 
Bus let the world:be divided aait mays ier it be io for by rorbelidve = 5 
that f whatther: dn, ig and 4 that eo coptadiftory.,propaſitions dann 
not ſboth ut the fame time be true. Tha thret æmpimi will. be great 
ooh hen meaſured an- this earth 3 viewed / but ſrbin the mem, they will be 
dnl enough and ho ſar do. pbilaſophical eyes ſdan beyond that hminaty t 
I have the honour co be; with much conſideration, yours,: Keg: ALLamand. 
e . te Nees writes toifne Mur khlags 5e Bettä“ fd becrerg nos 
chat bis nete Madame D. w extiemely 7 id that 200.600 
mem ue ready to cbt bhe other's crete at BEM? of We hes | 
OS a day. He is provoked at the maxim, « all for the bet +ychs 
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1 will give you my opaioh-goncern= 
the dilficultics mn Jufting. which you propaſe ſor / my conſidgratgt. „ 10 
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. ae third chapter vf hig ſb ond book he ſays, .'Phat Aſialuni tri! 


<.bardry: fiſtoed benturiei xo'ris Scythians, :and chat Nins put 11 end to 

<.\thoſe obbetbutions “ i! Theo number! of jeare-is' ſo maniſaſtſy t enroneous, 
Ust is aſtoniſhing fuck” a.reddivg ſhouid ever have been admitted into the 
texts for it makes; Nines later thaw Seſoſtris by « a petiod of; ſiinen undved 


125 + wot Oed! whockboidged Juſtia with checgroateſt'fidelity,; ſpeak»rib cho 


apurpoſd:.: H be Srythilans- work! (have: vaviſhedorhe! whole! of 
2 been, prevented hy, the „en, 15 NG: re- 
« turned from that connte ,, they.,made. a;bloody. conqyelt of A lig, and 
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— 3 vi redeant,) foboleth fora finitimis ene | 
Dubium ergo nullum oft quin pro- ID. ſubſtitnendum ſit XV. 
Tu inquiris in cauſam erroris ſutis argutè. Sed non poteſt habere 


Jocanm ine tua emendatich per mille in permiſſa, ſi quidem notis 


arithmeticis, quod admodum probabile eſt, in aritiquis libris numeti 
eee ben alli mo 51 eee eee 
KB: FosTIN, libr, Ubr. xil. c. 8. ague cafis boflubus, + eum gratulation de 


| in cadem\(caſtra) reverterunt. Eruſtra mihi dollicitare) viderls\ leo- | 


tionem receptam : gratis enim a te aſſumitur quod-Guphites ne qui- 
dem  aggreds fueriat auſi. Alia te dooebit fidus uin interpres 
Oroſius, lib. iii. cap. 19. Cumgpue u Chofides wentum iet, ibi contru 
CC millia equitum hoſtium pugnam CONSERUERUN'S; et eum fam tate - 


detriti, animo agri, viribus laſſi, difficile reist raftra'ob wemuriats 
; Plus. ſolito ne e Itaque nam priuſtiſuam manus con- | 


een We Eu AT. ARR A 9%: eee Bun; ſexuiſſent, 
Ne id DN — * an IF N wart N | 
22 returned home, ac the curbeſt it Hat wie; who fad, 
« that unleſs their huſbands came home: to them, they would, for the ſake 

« of having children; cohabit with their neil "> QraBub"1B.5,, 611146 
Thete cannot be any doubt, therefore; chat! 4e fiſteen hundred“ Mas been 
fubſtituted for fifteen.” Fou inveſtigate very ingeniouſly the cauſe of the 
error; but the emendation which you propoſe,” by changing per mille into 


canhpt be well founded, if the number was expreſſod, as. is' moſt 
wee 


y arſthmetical marks in the ancient copies; 1 21711 

2. In Juſtin Hö. Xn. c. 8. we read; „ They (the Macedonians) returned, | 
« alter beating the enemy, wich congratulations, or thankſgi givings, into de 
« ſame camp;? In this" paſſuge yo ſceny' to we heedtedf to diſtorb the 
ancient resding. Tou aſſume, without proof, chat they did not venture to 
attaek the Cophites-. Oroſius, Joſtin's 6 faichful* interpreter, deklates the 
direct contrury. When wiey ame woche country, of: thEChofides, they 


4 fought with two hundred thouſand of the 3 s cavalry; and, having 


A bonqquered them-with«much difficulty, bechuſe they themſelves were now 


«| worn out wich years and fatigue; and; ſunk in ſpirit, chey ſormed a camp 
more magnificent chan uſunl, to cotmemotate their exploit.” Oroſtus, 


Mb. ü. c. yy I camp until they uad 
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nonün g | combated 
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eee i 5 
id od apie Juſtindbi idem haud obſcure. innuit, quum s ait: 
e den dam ge- Protibus, velut in fem vll, caftra feri 
mp gur dine niblitiohibus tt bei TE RRAR B10RQQuod:fi vero ſtatuss, 
_ Matedonum exercitum/ infinitis Cuphitarum. capiis territum a proclio 
baude, atque hoc timore perculſum reditum. maturandum eff 
d v ego non intelligo, quo fenſu Juſtinus dixerit: Cra 


ETD era: Pofuifſe cadem | ſolito , magnificen- 


tu ur le nunc ,n R in eo rewertiſce. 
Vun et hot dontra Sebiſii niemendatonem natari velim, formulam illam 
 Joquendi bir ORMTFULASIONS alterum-illud,; ivxapcrnpwr gau, cgi 
B am domprehendere. Adecqug illa tua emendatio omiſ 
0 fab et ub hiſtories. ſide et d Juſtini ſententia multum abludit. 
3. JN. lb. iii. c. 8. Terre mtu portio eee 
Gallen Aravit exercitum, et confertiſſimi cunei, non ſine vulneribus 
fm, 1 88 eee quæ tibi videtur 


. * 
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combated ty nes enemy. Juſtin himfelf. gives. vs to . 
as much, when he! ſays; = That Alexander, moved by ſuch juſt prayers, 
e cauſed; at the and of his vifory,.a camp to be formed, whoſe walls might 
teig pix terror ĩnto the enemy. If the Macedonians, therefore, as you 
imagine, bad been frightened at the innumerable forces of the : Cuphites, and 
therefore returned haſtily into their camp, I do not ſee. why. Juſtia ſhould 
ſay, at; the end ef bir victory inſpire terror into the enemy, or that they 
returned to. their camp with tban givings. It may here — is 
oppoſition to Sebiſius anne the expreſſion, cum gratu/atione, if 
tranſlated et with-thankſgivings,”” will inelude the cſis heſiis, re; wx 
bor; that is, the; /arrifice; en ;ſo'that your alteration. of cn def 
into omiſis bofibur, id e g e even with hiſtorical truth and the 
iof Juſtin. 5 17-40 en 1 DVM en H ee 
4 In Juſtin; lib. xxiv- C. viii. we read, P Part of the mountain anal 
« away dy ae coryiquake overwbelmed- the army of the Gauls and its 
«. thick» maſſes breaking: in-ſcatteredi pieces, ſell down: with great ſoroe, not 
A ak EEC the harſb 
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maladie vocis Ayflion dus cum. .corfertifimi- cunci, -conjungendam 5 
ceanies, atque intelligis de euneis hoſtium; ſire Gallorum, Militaribun 


Der dog note 


non por cohortes hoſtium militares, ſed per moles.iconglobatas a monte 


a rupe avulſas, quæ non cogferlim, ſed poſtquam præcipiti curſu in 


Gallerum. Ita perſpecta exit ac manifeſta ratio, cur illud % , 
cum cagfertiſſimi cunei nec poſſit, nec. debear conjungi : ne ſcilicet 
perperam ad cuneos militares traheretur, adeoque ad vitandam 
x B onine I m ſermonis 1 ambiguitate m. Pb a? ag "if; * ht * Mer bas 55 # 

4 Josrix. hb. xxvili. e. 2. Advenſu Gulli urbem tos fun 
Si quidem iſte locus medicam manum poſtularet aut admitteret, non. 
eſt altera qua uterer libentius quam tua, qua pro captamque reſtituis 
tum fuerit dicere, captan urbem ferro defendi potuiſſe: id enim, 

F cc quamvis 
e nta! % ͤ ß lp rs ws, » 8 
tranſpoſition of the word hefium, which you think ought to be joined with 
confertiſimi cunei; as if that laſt word meant, the military cumei, or wedges, 
of the Gauls; whereas it really means the thick maſſes detached from the 
wounded the enemy, that is, the Gauls. There is no tranſpoſition therefore 
in the caſe; the ſentence flows in the moſt natural order z and the conferrifims 
cunes qught not to be joined with bal ium, leſt the ambiguity. of the word canes 
ſhould make it be applied toi the military cunei, or wedges, of me. 
4. In Juſtin, lib. xxviii. c. a. we read , That the Romans could not ſave 
L their city from the Gauls z, and when it was taken, inſtead of deſending it 
by the ſword, had ranſomed it with money. If this paſſage required, 
or admitted emendation, there is, no correction I would, adopt more willingly 
chan yours, which, inſtead of  captamgue,, ſubſtitutes capitoliumque. - Shef. 
ferus objects, without reaſon, that a city captam, taken;«cannor: properly be 
ſaid defendi ferre, to be deſended with the ſword; ſor the Roman hiſtorians 
Vo. 9 155 | 2 199 | | agree 
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5 fuiſſe; neque profecto redimi urbem opus fuiſſet, niſi jam in 925 
hoftinin poteſtate, h. a, capta fuiſſet. Non videris de eo emenda- N 
boni tus eee e c ee, ee ee ee 


5 8. Journ. lib. rl. c. J. 2 fot © Romano . 
ee Aren de uf fant: arguments, quod ze -civitates ad regen 
W  pupillum fertinerent, dei ſuz traditum. Atque etiam ſupra Juſ- 
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AM e ner. Oroſius; among other, Tays, lib. zi. c. 19. The Gauls penetrated 
. 1 <. into the open city; Rome was nom taken the reſt of the youth were 
4 4, ſhut up and-befieged" in the citadel of the Capitoline Mount; where they 
| 8 e were a prey to hunger, peſtilence, terror, and deſpair.” Tou may per- 
eive, thereſone, that though the city was taken, its defence was not en- 
_ tirely abandoned; and it it had not been taken, it heeded not to have beet 
reanſomed.” It ſeems not 10 have occurred to you, that your correction im- 
| plies the Capitol only io have been ranſotned, which is not hiſtorically erve. | 
3 | . In Juſtin, hb. XxXI. c. 1. we'read, „Ambaſſadors were firſt ſent by the '& 
5 K. eee eee er ener- -wer King of Syria, that he ſhould nos 
_— _ >< make-war-on the cities of 'Cele-Syria, Which the Egyptians had occupied = 
. „in the-former-war, and which were therefore ſoubje& to Egypt; uſing with | f 
| END 4 him this argument, that theſe cities belonged to a young prince, their f 
pupil, who: bad been committed by his later 10 rhe protection of che 
| | This ſame Author, lib, xxx. e. ii. lays, * M. Lepidus' was 
3 Re | e 5 1 | | 1 8 


due baperrenit, — ks" whites )$4/jelitias 
ſuam jam redegerat, poſtulans, ut ille in integram reftituantur, omuſſa 15 
pupilli perſona, nune alio prætentu utitur, nimirum quod iſtæ civi- | 
rates jure belli fate int gh Romani.  Quid-jas bell fe, muste. 
ab ipſo bello, ſive eo quod bello partum eſt, diſtinguitur, /declatabo 
| duobus locis Livil ; altero ex Quinti Flaminuini ad Nabidem'oratione; 5 
lib. Xxxiv. c. 32.  La6bur igitur qmicitia violatur ꝙ nempe bis daahus 

rebus maxime : fi ſocior meos pro boſtibus habeas : fi cunt" boſtibus te cu. 
jungas. Utrum non a te fattum off? - am of Meſſenen" une | atque 
|  codem jure fwderis, quo. et Lacedemonem in amicitian neffram ac- 
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«young. king. A ſecond 'embaſſy was ſent, after Antiochus had taken 
<<. poſſeſſion of theſe cities, demanding that they ſhould be reſtored ; and 
_ <« -vithout making any mention of the pupil king, merely on this ground, 
e that theſe cities belonged to the Romans by the right of war. Juſtin, - 
lib. xxxi. c. 1. What this right of war is; in contradiſtinction both to War 


itſelf, and to conqueſts made by war, appears from the two following paſ- Y 


ſages, the firſt of which. is part of Quintus Flamininus's: ſpeech to the tyrant 
Nabis, in Livy, lib. xxxiv. c. 34: By what meaſures is the friendſhip: 
« between ſtates violated? Principally by theſe two; when you treat with 
« hoſtility our allies, and when you make alliance with our enemies.” Are 
t not you guilty of both, ſince you, through our ally, have ſeined, by arms 
«. and violence, Meſſenẽ, a city as much our ally aa Lacedemon itſelf; and 
_ « ſince you have entered into an- alliance with Philip our enemy The 
' other. paſſage is in Florus, lib. ii. e. 5.4 The King (Mithridates) did 
e not conſider Aſia as a country not belonging to him; but as it had been 
ee eee 
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tamen ſenſu, ad. eee referri-poſſe prſhathin enter 
ſubjieit: abnuenti * bell 8 um denunciatum. 
4 Jus 440+" a a —— 5 forigis- Pub 
ei ider cofituts Modgdoniam u, Philippe, ita Griætiam a*Nabide 
| Giberat-,.; Ovid de gloria) Flaminini ducis belli Macedoniei' ſtatu- | 
endum ſit, docet formula 8. C. apad Livium, lib. il. c. 32. 
3 Quintin. lag. Aluline rege, Macedonibuſque or 10> 

; degibuz&ſſe Jubed Covinthics, &c. Et Florus, 
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r eee e Macedoniam non putabut er ęemi- Mgmkate. | 
n iam an Quintius, qui Macedoniam vicit, ullo ſenſu dici 
eee & P hilippo Yiberafſe, quamvis deinde ipſa Macedonia 
+ an et, * 1 15 e 5 WY en, en * ©-Philipps 


e 
of 


5 5 * g * 
* ＋ C 7 TE 3 7 4 * 
3 9 * 4 25 5. , ; , 2 
- ol * 
* p . = 


i * * 1 
] 74 1 * 


a 


* — 22 — 


=o | of wa,” 1 hs not mention a be eee 6 Ia, may vive | 
2 reference tc to. both the circumſtances by which friendſhip, between, ſtates, is 
vi olated ; "bur CT 5 the 17 made. on che dominiom of Ptolemy; 
an ally of the Romans, . fire, him to. be reinſtated by Aotiochus in 
his \ polietſions; for, the ; author 8 —5 R dat dune enge e, Frergb 
1 pi, N de zced agauift him Eo Be 
6. In, Justin . Jets ſents; be ace to 


- © FJagininus; thut if x feemed:expedient to Rim as he had deſtvered Ma- 


_ <4. gedon/from-Phalip; ſo he ſhould deliver Greeee from Nabis.” The glory 
of Flamininus the general in the Macedonian war, is Tofficiently” 2 
by dhe words of the, ſenate s decree} it Livy, Nb. Xxxiif. c. 32. The ſe- 


| nate and Roman people; and L. Quintius the general, "having conquered 


dekking Plihp and he Macedonians;' declare free and independent republics, 
_ «+, che Catibthians, ce. Flbrusz lib. ik" c“ fays, ® Perſeus ſuetected bis 
_ «© father Philip, and did not think it beoodming the dignity of Maced6d, that it 
cs, ſhovld remain in ſubjection, in conſequence of being deſeated in one war.“ 
| Yau1aſk, whether Quintius; whoyoanquered:Macedon; can be ſaid, in any 
. ſept 1 4 ua _ PETE ER appears” that phy was 
3 ö x really 


— 


— 


3 urbibus, velut REGNT ( MACEDONTCT) MEMBRIS, extra terminos 


Di 


antique 727 7 amiſſis, sor a : Macedoniom retinuit. In literis, 7 


e789, Senatus Rom. ad Coſ. Flamivipum per Macedoniam ſgnificatur, 


non Natum Macedonia: trite ſie dicka, et antiquis termini com- 


 prebovſa, ie ſola, Ppilippo non fuit adempta g fed in, pri mis ea 
Grecia pars (itz urhes), qua cure lerminos avtique, pafſeſpenir, 
veluti regni Macedonici membra acceflerant, abe ſub; Philippo 


ad Macedonicum regnum ,pertinebant-; quibus, in ſeyatus- literis, 


opponitur Sræcia reliqna, a Nabide tentata, que hactenus imperio | Wo: 


Macedonico- nunquam fuerat ſubjecta. Hinc Senatus Rom. ſen- 
tentia iſthæc fuery; h. ſieuti Macedoniam 3 Philippo, ita religuam 
Cheek a. 
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Macedoniam 


role ds of FE Ara ? A+ e df the Roman. general con- . 


ered Nabis, as he had already conquered Philip, he did not thereby, free 
eee Theſe difficulties are ſolved by Juſtin, lib. xxx. c, 4. © The 


4 fortune. of the Romans conquered | the Macedonians; ſo that Philip,. after 
dis defeat, having obtained peace from the Conſul Flamihiaus, preſerved 


indeed the name of king, but kept poſſeſſion only of Macedon, having 


« Joſt all thoſe cities. of Greece, which, like ſeareced; members of the Ma- | 
4 cedoniag, kingdom, lay beyond its ancient houndaries. In, the. letters, 


therefore, of the Roman ſenate to the, conſul Elamininus, Macedon ſiguifies 


0 dt the, country ſhictiy ſo called, Which alone was, not taken fam Philip, 


t that part. of. Greece, which, lay beyond che original limits of / Macedon ;. 


tg which is oppoſed the reſt of Greege, hich was then haraſſed by Nabis, 

bot which bad never been ſubject p Macedon. Hence the meaning of the 
ſenate appears to have been, that intius, as he had delivered Macedonia, 
Th is Wing ahead 2h adn 10 Gem Philly ſo he ſhould 
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non hoc ipſo Græciam liberaſſe cenſendus fir? At vers omnein rem 
explicaſſe videtur ipſe Juſtinus, qui, libr. xxx. cap. Ut. hæc habet: 
Sed Macedonas Romana; fortund' vive; frattur' itague bello Pbilippus, 
pace a Flaminino Cof. petitu, mm uin Riu retinuit;>fid omnibus 
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= REY locks cautiores, et in legendis ipſis' auctoribus diligentiores, atque 
=: 1 uanta diligeiitiz' fit hze critics ars, et quam temere 
—_. faciant, qu, ul, ut aliquid concoquere non poſſunt, aut non latis 85 
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: ogiz reſponldens vel diale&ticis præceptiunculls ſuis conveniens  - 

3 Pa a u e WF dus temeritas eft, cum a multis, tum 

4 el. Birmanno imprimis in prefatione"aurea' Phizdro premilla, 
Le repretienſa'; cujus ego przfitionis'uti ratiquaim northain” A Wai 122 

3 propoſitam habui, ad quam quicquid eſt hujtis facultatis dixigerem, 

| ED fra lectionem omiitbus'his vehementer commendatam eſſe cupio, qui 

u bee gere claborate'vohine. "His, dus preficine did welten, 
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5 "4b rural emendation, and digen in claftetl ftudy, that they may perceive 
255 5 what vaſt application this critical art requires,” and how raſhly thoſe behave; 
wu imnetiately alter a paſſage which they do not at firſt fight" anderitagd; 

. or which ſeems to them inconſiſtent with their rules of grammar or logic. 
| 5 This raſhneſv'is juſtly reprehended by many, and particularly by the i s 
WEE, - ous Burman, in his valuable. preface to 'Phadrus ;” which, as 1 have always 
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. made it the rule by which my own critical labours have been directed, ſo 1 
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dudam Juſtini loea docte verſatuu r. watt la 


1. Emendatio loci: br. ii, cap, 3. 18. manifeſte corrupt? (cujuſ. 
modi corruptio- in numetis admodum proclivis, et-proptetes''eriank 
| frequens- eſt) quæ ſciſcit vulnus ſanari; mutando MD. vel CIDID. | 

in XV. non poteſt non omnibus cordatis ſe ptobare; quanquam 
ipſa tam pudendi erroris ratio in obſcuro lateat: et ut verum fatear, 
curioſa mihi, ne quid gravius dieam, ſemper viſa eſt ea curä ac 
diligentia, quæ in inveſtigando ac definiendo eo ponitur, quod mille 
diverſis modis accidere ac oriri potuit. Corrupta lectio ita ſe habet: 
bis igitur Aſia per mille quingentos anno velligalis fuit- + » Convenit - 
inter nos de ſincera lectione ita reſtituenda : ibis igitur Aa per 
. quindecim anuos vettigalis uit. Tu vero, pro tuo acumine, in 


 Ipſa corrupta lectione videris tibi cernere haud obſcura quadam 


priſtinæ leQionis veſtigia; atque illud per mille ex permifſe natum 
eſſe tibi perſuades; ut vera hujus lock lectio hujuſmodi ſit: B 
dim Alis prmiſas quindecim' annos- vecdigulis fait. Contra hoc 
. e e cujus 1 neceſſitatem nullam video mo- 


2 en ; 


ture. Heng made this preparatory obſervation, I 18 to t the diffi. 
eulties in Juſtin,- about which ſõ much learning Baz. been employed. © 
1. The emendation of the manifeſtly corrupt paſſage in lib. ii, c. 3. 6 18: 

(a corruption depending on numbers, and therefore as natural as frequent, } 
which corrects the error by changing fifteen hundred into fifteen, muſt be 
approved by all judicious eriries. The cavfe which introduced the favity. 
reading into the text is unceftain; and the queſtion that has. been ſo_induſ- 
triouſiy agitated concerning it, appears to me rote curious that uſeful, ſince 
the error might have originated in a thoufand different ſources. The cor- 


rupt reading runs thus: Asia vas tributary to the Scythians fifteen hundred ; | 


years. We agree' that it mould be correfted thus; * Afia was tributary 
< to the Scythians fifteen years.” Bur in the corrupt tent you think that 
obſcure traces of che gepvine reading may be diſcerried, and imagine that 
ger mill had crept intd che text, inſtead of permiſſa; explaining the pal-. 
ſage as if * Afia had been permitted to be tributary to the Seythians for fi- 
« teen years. I obſerved that this emendation, for which I ſee not any ne- 
cellicy, W e nnn. the 


names. 
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ſuaſioni dem faciunt et exempla et teſtimonis iuctileihiſſima: uti- 
8 nien Galeni de Antidot. L=T 8803 Figl, ad waa | 
vf Gi ia n hE:j rd r ada alia eil halle ducpe- 
En le: v0 fen. miinbrolufſur tudes, ab vdß ina! v0 O. * d. I N mpogbions 
nis opened . e detergents fat I Jipac. . r X. Atque op- 
3 pido Miror, ain ctiam doles hoo critics diſcipline eaput, de notis 
_ numeralibus, in antiquis codiclbus varie deſeriptis, nondum certis - 
bbſervationibus et regulis inn eſſe adltrickutn, et In artis formam 
redactum ut frürols quorundai in numeris et caleulis pro libi- 
dine fingendis ac! refingendis' intemperits coerceri,- certæ contra 
notæ characteriſticæ de ætate et ſide codicum vonſtitui en, 
Fac vero huic tuæ conjecturæ qua per mille in permiſu mu- 
tandum cenſes, a parte ſcripturz. codicum M88. nihil obſtare ; 
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names of numb 5 . Ns bs letters uſed. as. nu- 

_ meral, marks ;. and, though they are ſometimes expreſſed by words, Jet this 

is not frequent, eſpecially 1 in awvorks.c .of hiſtory. . This aſſertion. is confirmed. 

by innumerable reſtimonies;. I ſhall be contented with referring to, that of 

Galen de Antidot, I. is 2 ſobject indeed both of ſurpriſe and grief, 7 
| this Part of criticiſm, which 000. in aſcertaining exactly the rules of 
; meral, notation, e not have 1 with due attention; although there 

; raſhneſs c of wi jecture would be greatly, reſtrained, and more . 


| rainty might be artaide in determining the age and authenticity of maovſcripts.. 
15 Bit let it be ſuppoſed, that. your correion were ſafe on this. ſide, yet it 

would be deſtroped by the paſſage " which. you yourſelf quote from, Juſtin; 
23 e . patio e I e 05 behind him hie. 
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Fee ſupra; ha Widen os, 
ne erode Afi PERDOMITAM ee 
alem feeiſſt ; qui mox 5 18. idem Aſiam non perdamitam, ſad. 


Seſoſtre prRMIGsAM narraret. Non agitur de fide- nexrationia, fed 


de Juſtini ſegtentia,; fis warn Give: Ella. Negue. fingendam--eft 


Juſtinum aperta ſibĩ acintrariaxrĩ. N rr t Nas abt 
. Arrianum ſi hie conſulamus, le ſimpliciter memarat, Alan. 


9 Aroceflife, Indbs "qui: trans flumen bel, 
tarent, ſubatlurun :| tum uero Macedauas, quum bells fem nullurs care 


 nerint, ullerius pregredi noluifſe, tandemque Camo depretaute impetraſſe 


| ab flexandro, wt. ſe ad raditurs pararet, quoniam amnia illam ad uli - 
non es: A tum ia nn) ee eee Fo 


- CG millibus equitum, gui 4errorem, eee Macedonibus; een 
de caſtris, &. Qurtius, lib. 15. 0. 2. parĩ modo memorat, Alerar- 
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army a 1 The hiſtorian . obſerved, in 1 15, that the 
Scythians; after returning from the purſuit of che king, rendered Alia, 
ch 25 Had ſubdued, 'ributary.; how is it poflible 4 5 in $18; he 
ſhould. ay, that this happened not in con 
fs, but in conſequence of the. permiſſiqh of Seſoſtris? We are not now 
nquirin What is Hiſtorically, true, but what is Jultio's report; which muſt 
not be ſuppaſed inconſiſtent 'with "3eſelfe 
2. If ve here Confule Atrian, he tells us merely chat ee 
 ceeded to the river Hyp lis, wih a view to conquer the Indians who 
4 Rye beyond it; but as the. Macedoniang, then perceiving there / was 
no end to their labours, refuſed to advance; and finally prevailed on 
« Alexabdet, through the exrneſt intreaty' of Cœnus, to ie _ for his 
* return; ſince every thing ſeemed adverſe to, his farther "Then, 
| « 'Alexandet etected twelve great Altars, as monuments of his pos 
Alan Tays nothing about" the Cuphices, | che camp or the two bene 
; thoufand horleme , 'who' ſo much terrified the Macedonians, © Curtlos 


1 ©#z 


ld. . 8 2 and, 3 . « "that Alexander, when he came to the Hy. 
VV 
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nſequence of their own military ſuc- | 
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—_— by -him,. he might excite the credulous wonder of poſterity. Plutarchs. 
: | 13855 ; I : in his treatiſe. concerning che fortune of Alexander, ſpeaks to. the fame. 
_ _ . purpoſe. By comparing theſe authors wich Juſtin, the reader will: perceiye 
̃ Re FE that he differs from them all in ſeyeral eſſential circumſtances ; and parti 
= . _  _ eulaly in faying chat Alexander had two. motives for enlarging. the fortifi- 
ass ot his one of which B the Ronny, 10 the 13285 bad. 
=_ - 5 + | | „5 „ A. re- 


4 E « rifications of his camp to be enlarged, and beds of a gigantic. ze to be 
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SD n fallox' miraculum\-preparaxs;' Gemina fere habet Plu- 
” | ., ___  arehueie Alex. Quiſquis hæc cum Juſtino comparat, facile-intet» 
zen Justen - dt cee ee nikilomi- 
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5 Th dauples caſtrorum tum inſollia magnificentia conſtruendorum con- 

ee ie det, ahoram quod dies Gen quod file d 
og = 4 « phakis, dave rhat. the — bank. was zubabitecl by "the Gaogaridas 
„ 44 and Pharraſii; chat their king, wi twenty thouſand. harſe and two hun- 
VVV dred thouſand foot,.. meant. to rut his palſage ; being furniſhed ef des 
vp „„ wich two thouſand chariots and three thouſand 55 ee which laſt — 
J  ;*: * --<ae mt alarming hart of his ſtrength. The Macedonians they refuſed. 
1 0. follow the king farther; and obtained, chtough Conus” n 
e preparstions ſhould be made for their return home,” He ſubjoins ; 
A Alexander came forth. on the third day. and. ordered twelve altars of _ 
„ _ & ſquare ſtone to. be erected as. monument of his expedition, and. the for-, 


J conftrufted, that by diffuſing an air of vaſtoeſs on every object around 


Wy 16. Motus his tam juſtis 1 05 
eaftra ſolito magnificentiora ſieri julſit. quorum molitionibus et HOSTIS.- 
terreretur, Ar Fosrekls admralio ſui relingueretur;. De pridre 
conſilio, nim. at! heit terreretur, altum apud reliquos ſilentium. 
Ex quo clarum eſſe arbitror, ipſum Juſtinum:receptam lectionem et 
ere: quandoquidem enim caſtra ſolito magnificentiora, vciu in ſiuem 
es ja hoc nonniſi de ultima ac recente aliqua victoria 
aceipi poteſt. Quod fi enim ad ſuperiores victorias reſpexiſſet Juſ- 
tinus, dicendum fuiſſet (uti ĩpſe agnoſcis) in finem victoriarum, per- 
inde atque ſupra g 10. habet: Nen minus vifloriarum" numero quam 


omnes ſilentio premunt, nimirum ut hoftir terreretur non potuit 


locum habere, ſi, intactis hoſtibus, caſtra movere ac diſcedere fuerat 
conſtitutum. Unde enim terror Cuphitis eſſet ĩnjectus, fi caſtra tan 


n, . oh wire? 1 ge, ek. THR bouſtructa et relicta ? 


> 


* 8 W F et al Beam 
= wh © Moved by foch juſt mee be e s camp to 
te be built more magnificent than uſual, as at the end of his victory; that its 
«+ fortifications might be an obje& of terror to the enemy, and of admiration 
4 tb poſterity,” Juſtin, ibid. C 16. The other hiſtorians are totally ſilent 


3 to what regards the enemy; which is favourable to that reading of Juſtin 
which on the faith of manuſcripts ſtands in his text, and extremely adverſe 


to your emendation. ' For © the end of his victory mult refer to ſome re. 
cent victory, and not to his victories in general; otherwiſr Juſtin, 4 yo 
acknowledge, would have ſaid, * the end of his 'viftories,” as in 5 10. 
above, ** wearied, not leſs by” the number of his Victories, than by his 
„ toils.“ As to Alexander's ſecond motive, concerning which all other 
hiſtorians are Glent, ** that bis fortifications mighe be an object of terror to 
1 enemy; there would not ſurely de any room for it, on the ſuppoſition 
_ "that he had determined to move his camp, and leave the country, without 


fighting a battle. The Cuphites could not be ſeized with alarm at ſeeing | 


the monuments of che exploits of a man who had not ventured to engage 


"= their army; nor, on that ſuppoſition, would there be any mention t 
0 6 HEY | victory, 


xDwarD GIBBON: Echte 19 


. 

. 4.5 K þ * be Lak * 128 £ - | f th 
48 2 : «5 39 S © WA TID — * ita) * * * W * 1 5 * 
. * 9 e * os * Pl 1. * * W 7 * 
9 8 a . F F * 1 * TY 
— & + — * * N * . 4 7 * ; k 7 

: IK 3 4 * | F D - * N. * * g 1 * 
% — £ 8 - nl : 5 2 . * p 4 
2 5 4 . —— 2 x 
” * "> * IT, * 8 2 
* * 4 1 
—- 3 5 . 0 4.” yo - 
1 WD. c 4 
. - N + — * - 4 » 
- * 2 * — —— - 
£ 5 3 1 he 
3 Log —_ : * 
2 . by 15 x c 
. * 
— 7 * * * — 1 * 4 

* = " * 

* 2 
. 


. Os nee eee e monk oval 
8 qualiaArriagus meamorm, paſſtin uſurpari, 
emini | veterum tritas aures habet, poteſt eſſe dbſeu- 

- rom rene ene 

| etiay neglectum, -invobvie; win non recte arridere, atque etiam 

2 ſtibo Juſtini alienum wider. Cateruit quæide Oroſii etate, ſcopo, 

ice prolixe diſputas, parum ad rem facere videntut . Conſtat inter 

 emges Orofium in ploriſque  Juſticium ita prefie, ne diram ſuper- 

————— ut ejus fere verbis ac fententiis paſſim loqui 

Vvideatur : et inſinitis prape in locis Juſtini leckionem et ſententiam, 

quam: quidem ii libri, quibus Otuſins uſus eſt preſerebant, en Oroſio : 

ae intelligi, eonfirmari, ac reſtituĩ poſie, dudum oſten- 

dtust viri dadti. Immo et h. I. % non videat, Oroſium Juſtini 

netzen ante ocules habwiſſe, eum 680 nihil omnino eernere 

_ prope Ae wade aim Oroſfius Cheſdum ſen Cuphitum nomen 

a. my K 6x Jang. ounce? "ne vero ſi ita 
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3277 e er 201-434-226 a den 8 
rennen \ hat the e gramdatia: _ 4 
to the ſolemn victims ſacrificed in graticude for ſucceſs, and frequently men- 
_ tioned by Arrian,. cannot be dovbtful to theſe converſant with anciebt writers. 
the. ward amiſis including the idea « of ſomething begun or neglectod, 

does I pleaſe me, nor pages <a nab wich Juſtia": s ſtyle. Tour prolix. 
Jiſcuſſion concerning the age, deſig ant character of Oroſius has but lutle ; 
conngRion. with, the, preſent jeſs. Is jr ment acknowledgrd,..chat he | 
0 closely, or rather ſuperſtitiu ly, follow , Tuſtis's ſooriteps,. har. he 1 ; 
_  quently.expreſſes himſelf in, 4 fame 1 and phraſes; gry it has long; 

2go. been proved. by gogd critics thac Juſtin's tert, ſuch as is, ood! in the: IF 1 
. by Oroßus, may in innumerable places 2 by an attention | 
che latter iter. He muſt, be bliad indeed, who does 
in the paſſage before us Orolius muſt have copied Joſtin. 


} Woes by pap oe ee an be. the ee e 


„ e e aut in. 
—— yes Jos. ih 
interpretari ?: 2 9 Gn n N | | 

4. Verum equidem.eft boa non poles 

ſed an ea non poſſit DBFENDI a præſidiis arch impoſitis }\ hoc quer- 17% 
tur: arce enim ab-obfidione liberata, et usbs, quamvis jam capta, 

ab omni periculo defenſa liberarur. Et quoties non, qui ingenioſe 

an volunt, ac ludunt in antitheſis, rem ET eee, * 

tanto major eſſe videatur: 

5. Quæ de bn 6 67 „ B P. R. e com- 
mentus es, nodum omnino ſolverent, niſi parachroniſmo eſſent 
fſuperſtructa: foœdus enim lud cum Antiocho per leggtos pacem 

petente initum, cujus priora verba ex Lario, kb. reit, 6-37 | | 
excitas, hanc Antiochi in Egyptum expedĩtivnem, dum Joftinus, 

Ib. XXXI. e. 1. memorat, non preecefſit, ſed demum aliquo tem. 


poris intervallo ſubſecutum eſt. Vide an non huc pertineat, qu 5 


memoriæ e habet Livius, lib. Xavi * een ifs 


* % * 
r £3% . 1 + RES 2 4 
. - 


— 


found i in his original, not that « the enemy were omitted,”. [Oats how's 20 they | 
« were beat; in which ſenſe Juſtin ought to be interpreted. - 
4. I grant that a town taken by a ſiege cannot be ſaid to be defended by 
its own walls, But may it not be defended by troops in the. citadel? When 
the enemy are obliged to raiſe the ſiege of the citadel, the town may thereby 


be delivered from all danger. The expreſſion, at leaſt, ous" be uſed by 
an author. fond of antitheſis and amplification. | 


— 


5. Your new conjecture concerning the touns of Syria which the Romans 
acquired by the law of war, would folve the difficulty, were. not that con- 
jecture built on an anachroniſm. For the league entered into with the am- 
baſſadors of Antiochus, who came to crave peace, which you find in Livy, 
hb. xxxviii.. c. 37. was not prior, but ſubſequent, to Antiochus's expedition 
into Egypt, mentioned in Juſtin, lib. xxxi. c. 1. You may conſider whether 
the following words of Livy do not refer to this ſubject: “ After this, 
. ſain and his den lieutenants received. the ambaſſadors. of kings, 


: ; $a | h * natiens, 


4 


— Vale et rem tam ex voto gere. 


3 . 5 5 
. CEEES "of fk . 5% '# ö + J ws V + at 15 9 5 {3 5 Nog A's 4 
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3 Thoſe of king Antiochus were firſt introduced. 
J - ne chüngs as formerly; when at Rome, without gaining 
8 RI and they were now told, not in the ambiguous language which the 
e Romans had uſed before the defeat of Philip, and while their own for- 
F . tune was Rill doubtful, but in expreſs terms, that Antiochus muſt evacuate 
che cities of Ala, which had belonged cither to Philip or to Ptolemy.” 

EST Bs | I! nail, e 345 with which'compare e. 3g and 40. Be fatisfied with 
i den authority, eben alld yada ! OR  RolLes- 24-30 408k 
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0 uAN AM ex longo jam tempore ieee eee 
dare, hiſque facris operari inſtitui, immo etiam in iis * 
Auieſcere per reliquum vitæ ſpatium conſtitutum habeo ; non inju- | 
-cundum tamen fuit ſubinde invitantibus amicis in amoeniora bes © 
| Titerarum vireta oblectandi animi gratia exſpatiari; et quotieſcunque 5 „ 
| intellexi eſſe aliquem qui ad hzc literarum, ſtudia excolenda animum | 3“. 
| ' adjiciat, non deſtiti admovere ſtimulos, ac fungi. vice cotis, acutum . 5 : 
reddere quz ferrum valeat, exſors ipſa ſecandi. Quapropter. nihil q 
mihi obtlngere potuiſlet aut jucundius: aut magis exoptandum,. 
quam a te dyorpy primum, nunc etiam aperto marte ac fronte, ad 
hec literarum ſtudia, priſtinas meas. delicias, deduci.; et laudo hoc 
tuum i ingenjum, tuamque ſagacitatem, quz non timulo, ſed frano ; | 
potius opus habere videtur;, atqus magnopere velim alium pro mee : 
tibi obtigiſſe, cui majus ſubactum ingenium, eee doctrinæ 


copia FF: quicum hune callem terere r 1 . 
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25 ee e eee ee and ee eee 1 
life, in more ſevere and ſacred ſtudies, yet it is not without pleaſure that, e | , 
| the invitation of my friends, I occaſionally deſcend into the pleaſing fields 
1 9 10 ol literature ;- never loſing an opportunity to ſtimulate the diligence of thoſe 
who delight in ſuch purſuirs, and to ſerve as a whetſtone to others, though 
myſelf unfit ſor carving. Nothing, therefore, could have been more agree- 
able to my wiſh, than eee formerly my de- 

_ light, by you; anonymouſly at firſt; but now in open war. I cannot but 
commend your ſagacity and genius, which require rather the rein than the 
ſpur; and I earneſtly wiſl that you were accompanied in this literary walk by a 
eee and more PEER ARS) x 
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- Ingemio, ſubſtituendum <enſes, omiſſes, ts, boſtibus;; . dum ego emenda- 
| Hionem, in ſuperioribus meis, variis inductis rationibus, oppugnave- 


* 


N 0 £ ram. "Equidem 1 non eſt animus denuo in hanc difputationem de- ; 


1 quz ad difitendas meas rattones in 
wy abi te adlati font; fed inchdem revocare. Strickim tantum 
exponam, cut es nee keceptam 5 lectionem llicitandans, ner pro- 
s te emendatio em admittendath, elle cenſeam. Nene 
el qui non fateti copathr's receptam. ac 'codicum ide et copſenſu pro- 
batam 5 "JeRionem, in in ſe ſpektatam, bonum et A ertum fenfum, fun- An. 
dete, "het a 4 Ms Juſtin, ner a Latini ſermonis ratione ablugere. 
dod vert o recepta Anke feckie, commiſTum, cum Cyphitis prelium 
ik de quo apud reliquos ſerif 
| - prodiderunt, altum quidem ſilentium Mt; (quamquant nemo "it ilorum 
qui hoe prælium eommiſſum elle negayerit Jan hoc, inquam, nos a 
ſollleitandam conſtantem codicum le&ionem 51 nducere debeat, ut p pro 


umi ſo prælio Mud omi eſſe, Juſtinum diſerte cg mus 


Nr 


55 5 nutitare? Ego quidem neceflititem nullam video. Quod fi hzc 


licentia daretur arti e ut ſi ee 1 9 falta kel. 


r 3 


ER? 


: b. Ai E. 6. 8 17 where, inſteadb of ae the enemy being beat; you ſubſti- 
dnute ce the enemy; being omitted. 1 formerly gave you my teaſons ſor re 
Jecting: this emend ation, and ſhall. not repeat them dere; bor enter iato a 


qui res Alexandri memoriz 


: * py; * 1 in ken” your e BI Juſtin, b 


— 


_ particulardifcuffive of the anſwers which: you make. ay e kene "This 


, much only in general 1 will obſerve, that the readiog; in the tent, which'(is 
approved hy the conſenting authority of the manuſcripts, muſt beracknow- p 
lodged to conteis & very natural meaning, /tonveyod in good Latin; and in 
IJuſtis s ſtyle! This reading, indeed, makes mention of à bartle with the 
Ceephites, concerning which the ather | hiſtorians of 'Alexander; are ſilent⸗ 


Bu aught-this-Glehce; 10 wanne un altar Jeoftin 4 tert, eſpecially s ace . 

a | choſe iet dem 2 W — * tuck: Yorane be 
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pungenda, aut per contattam emendationem in contrarium plane 


ſenſum forent convertenda, nihil fere cortum aut conſtans in hiſtori- 
corum ſeriptorum commentariis reperiretur. Quo minus autem tuam / 
vir nobiliſſime, emendationem admittere poſſim, duæ potiſſimum 
bobſfſant rationes : altera eſt, quod admiſſa tua emendatione, reliqua | 
]uüunſtini orationi ſua non amplius ratio conſtet: ſed integrum illuul 
comma foret expungendum: quid enim ſibi vellet omiſſir boſtibus. in 


cafira REVERTERUNT quæ cur unquam relinquerent, admiſſa tua 


emendatione, nulla ratio aut neceſſitas fuit? Altera vero ratio, quæ | 

iſtam tum emendationem reſpuere videtur. hze. eſt, quod Phraſis 25 
omittere Beller, ,omiſſis hoſtibus,. Juſtino admodum trita, nuſqum 

eodem ſenſu, quo tu adhibes, quantum quidem memini, Wl Juſti- 


num occurrit; nuſquam enim, MILITES dicuntur omittere bo „ ſer 
belli duces penes quos ſummum imperium eſt, non illi quorum, 


imperata facete, et qui hoc ipſo loco deprecati ſunt,. ne e juberentur 4 


amplius cum hoſte congredi : accedit quod phraſis illa omiffis hoftibus 
_ aliis in locis non FINEM belli * ala appt involvit: inſpice 
7295 77CCCCCCCCç˙ JJV Roth uw. 43.C.2 it en 


e 5. bra. Vi * — e be — ** 


ade to critics, ur bey eng Ae er ag de e cf ki 
torian, becauſe he is the ſole relatet of à particular event, we ſhall leave. 


few materials for authentic hiſtory.” Two reaſons ſtrongly militace ggainſt 
your cofreckzoh! the fit, thar if jt be adimitied,'there will no lodger be any 


conſiſtency in Juſtin's ire and cht hole clauſe muſt be expünged 
which mentions the return of the Macedonians" into their cap ; which, i 
they did not mean to fight, it was not neceſſary for them to leave,” The 


ſecond. reaſon is, that the phraſe amittere boſtes, though frequently uſed by 
- Tuſtin, is never, that I know, applied by him in the ſenſe which you give 
to. it, The generals entitled: xo direct mailicary, meaſures! are. ſaid owirtere; 
habens, but never the ſoldiers, whaſe duxy it 54:40 ohey; order: and who, in 


the. pallage; woder , conſideration, requeſt, zbate they may hot. be ordered 1 


_ renew the engagement. with the enemy. To this may be added, that wheres, 
 everithia phraſe; amiſig heſti bus, occum in Juſtin, jt denotes not an end but 


only a. change. of the war, r paſſage.vhich ebene 
2. 


n aliis — illa:-Rationiex« . 
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besen excitarnin;liboani. e 3; 56. Sed omits externs bot 
in mutuun 'exitium 'BELLUM pb . Addo ego | locum' atteram; . 


in-<jus zxtatis/Juſtini codicibus omrſis bofibus fuiſſe lectum conſtat. 
- Do Sy dene, jv Als fa P. n. quod, ls qua bien, 


. in-hado mn dee funt, addam, non habeoß- 
| © Moves denique, vir nobiliffime, ne eadem ſemper chotth oberre- 


= neve amicz' diſputationi materia deſit, novam quzſtionem cifca 
J. Jul. Czſaris conſulatüm, quem adiit Rat. Jan. A. V. C. DEXCV. 


annd wtatis XII., quum per annales leges nemini licuerit, hunc ma- 


petere ante annum ætatis XIII. At vero hane Villii, ut 


8 24 
cxicras anaales leges, non fue |obletvationis, er fall er 
SLES e e 201 " — 3.9 . 
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air, C. py 8 8 They left off fighting . le 8 ene 
« my, and made war on each Seer to which you will find a parallel in 


- lib; xxix. c. 2+ 17. By: this oration he prevailed wich Philip to, leave 


cc « off fighting againſt the Etolians, and 10 make war on the Romans.” But. 

is ſufficient "hi . read ce beffibus in the copies of Juſtin which 
N + by TO oemiſfis. hoflibns, O rolius coofirmed your con- 
jeRture,, the reading jo the e e e ee 


3; L hare nothing farther. to add to my obſerynons erung te cies of | 


Syria which. the Romans acquired by ihe right. of wr. Sit 139 'v51 
That ve may-not harp on the old ſtring,” but have new eee | 
- Fietily'cotiteſty-you: raiſe n'difficulty concerning the firſt confullhip of Ju- 
nas Ceſar; which happened on che firſt f Jandary, in the iu hundred and 


ninety fiſch year of Rotne, und in the fortyafirſt of his age 3 although by 
the laws aſcertaining the age of candidates, no perſon was entitled to crave 


| that honver before his forty- third year. But this law, which was propoſed: 


by Vin ; appears” not, any more than other laws appertaining to the ſame 
objeR, to have been of perpetual authority; as we learp, both from the 
28 5 f e * e | | Roman 
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KiQoriarum: monumenta Ae ee TI "0" 1 . 4. relatum 
legimas; C. Mario Rutilo et Q.Sereilio Abala cofl plebiſcito cautum, 
ne quis eundem magiſtratum intra X annds capeſſeret: non tamen 
 videtur/aut lex ifta/ perlata aut/poſtea-quicquam-vahuiſſe. /- Occiirvit 
enim II. poſt iftog'coll. anno apud Faſtorum condhores ipſumque 
Tannen e eren eee eee eee ee 
geſſuu: "quod fieri;-lata as lege; ol apa: Huc 
etiam pertinent, qua Dio Caſſ. lib. xl. G., 56. de alia lege annali me- 
merat: Pompeiur, inpuit, refituit "legem dr Comitiir, qua jubet, ut 
 mayi/lratum 'aliquerd ambientes ad ipſa omnino  Comitia preſto fint, 
(ore pron duft aged.) glare omnine_renovavit; er S. C. 
paul. prius faltam, ut qui in urbe magiftratur geſſiſent, externas pro- 
vincias, ante V uni enim, ut ſortirentur, confir mavit. Net vero 
du Pompreinnt, qui tem. cas | promulgaverat, igen Hiſpanics im- 


Roman hiſtorians and from the ct - "Livy, lib. viii C. 4, ſays, that 
in the conſylſhip of C. Marius Rutilus and Q. Servilivs Ahala, it was pro- 
vided'by 4 Ia of the people, that no perſon ſhould bear the ſame magiſtracy 
ewice in the ſpace of ten years, _ t this law ſeems either not to have been 
confirmed, or not to have remained in ſofoe: for we afterwards find both i 
the Faſti alid in Livy, that T. Manlius Torquatus was a ſecond time conſu | 
in the ſpace of four years ; N. Valerius Corvus, i in eight; and, L. Papiriug 
Craffvs, in fix: I., Papitius Curſor was four times conſul in eight years 
avhich things are inconfiſtent with this law. To this ſubjed 1 10 9 . 
what Dio'Cafſius ſays concerning another law'of the ſame kind, in bis ſortieth 
book,” ſe: 36. „ Pompey reſtored the law of the Comitis, which prohi- 
« bited" any-perſon from being elected into any, office of magiſtracy in biz 
Habſence; a Jaw which had fallen into total diſuſe; and confirmed another, 
_ « which had been ſhort time before enacted by the ſenate, forbidding any, 
„man who had been a" magiſtrate in the city to command in any 
| "= before the expiration of five years. Let Pompey, wha had j 
«paſt theſe laws," was not aſhanied to accept his command in Spain for five 
gary * VY 2 e years 
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fuerit auſtus; cum qui: ante ipſum ex hoc hominum genere, amo 

„ ſuo petierint, bine repulſn, non ſint fadti cbnfules Er hoc enim 
wee d Mila legis wis fuerit, quan patricius aut confſulariviex | 
nee genere\conſulatum petetet inzelligi nan poteſt. Certa De- 
= __- _  -. Jabellaz: eeeſo Cæſare, anno non ſuo, quippeRR Vannes natus, teſte 
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T icsidbe, Et Suetonius, e. 18; tantuin non diſerte inemotat Julio contra 
leges aliquid fuiſſe conceſſum: ſed cum euictis jum miu, bat n 

baleri non Poſt, niſi privatus introifſet urbem, et ambienti ut legibus 
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 frbgeretur, \ multi contraducerent, cache gö triumphiom;" ne'-confulata 
 excluderctur, dimittere. Quam in rem etiam apud Dionem Cafſ; 
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panicam) clog Ie ral 7 + rok Thy | Ende EYOTE 22420. | 
; Triumpho omiſſo, cum res urgeret, aftifque vobir pro ta bone, quem fibi 
ad gloriam ſatis efſe ducebat, gratiis, conſulatum; accepil. Ita quum vix 


annus deeffet, quo minus conſulatum petere liceret Julio, aliquid 125 


fuiſſe ei conceſſum; ut triumphum dimitteret, manifeſtum eſt: quod 
ſi-etiamex lege annali confulaty ercludere eum voluiſſent, non in- 
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N quanquam Gallico idiomate conſcriptas, cupide exciperem; 
| niſi Muſei illius curſus ad tempus foret inhibitus; nec dum conſtat 
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* poſing his being indulged with any favour to which he was not legally en- 
« titled, he choſe to poſtpone his claim to a triumph, left he ſhould be ex- 
4 cluded from the conſulſhip. Sueton. lib. ic. 18. Nearly to the ſame 
purpoſe Anthony, in Cæſarꝰs funeral oration, in the forty-fourth book of Dio 
Caſſius, ſays, © For this reaſon, (his ſucceſs in Spain,) you granted to him 
a triumph, and immediately appointed him conſul. In the urgency of 
his affairs he poſtponed his triumph; and accepting the , conſulſhip,, 
a thanked you for that honour, which he thought ſufficient for his own glory.” 
It is therefore plain, that by deferring his claim to à triumph, he obtained 
the conſulſhip, though a year younger than the age required for 
that office. Had the Romans intended to enforce againſt him the Villian 
lav, there would not have mga ian n gory jy room digg honour 
ok a triumph. 
I ſhould willingly admit your remarks, though written: in French, "of 
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cheſes 3 admirer et A imiter, les vieux 3 27 hits „ 4 
longs travaux avoient rendus les oracſes du barreau, ne ſe croyoient e 3 
Pas inutiles à la republique, lorſqu ils cherchoient à developper, A 2 | 
former des talens naiſſans, et à ſe donner de dignes ſucceffenrs. Ile "4 1720 
youdrois la retablir cette eoutume excellente, et la tranfporter meme Ts 5 
dans les autres ſciences. Quiconque conncit tant ſoit peu vos "Arg 
ouvrages et votre reputation, ne vous refuſera pas, je penſe, le titre 3 
d'un des premieres littErateurs du fiecle, et je ne crois pas qu une | 3 
folle preſomption m'cgare, lorique je m attribue quelques diſpoſitions 
a, reuſſir dans les Belles Lettres. Votre commerce pourroit m etre 3 
2 tilite. Voila mon ſeul titre pour vous le demander. 
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their time uſcleſs to the community when. it was employed in forming 
talents of youth, and in providing bf themſelves worthy ſucceſſors. . ws 5 ++ 
| excellent cuſtom ought to be adopted; and-extended to other ſciences. Who- 2 
ever is acquainted with your reputation. and -your works, will not den 10  _ 
the title, of one of the; moſt) learned men of the age and 1 hope ee , 
| fooliſh preſpmption does not deceive. we. when 1 aſcribe to myſelf forme | 3 
tural aptitude for ſucceeding in the purſuits of literature. Your correlpond- „%% EE pg 00 
| ence would be highly uſeful to me. On this ground only I requeſt it. In | 1 2 
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vous » demander des Eaaireifſeens fur cn ages * des me 
Sk ons — quelques conjeQures qui ſe ſont offertes à mon eſprit. "ji 
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. M. Dacier croit que c toit ce I. Fiſon le pontife qui tri- 
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domwpha pour ſes exploits en Thrace, et qui mourut prefet de la Ville 
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Ft apres.avoir admire eette ode par parties, om he peut Zueres em- 
pecher dien condamnet Fenſemble. Taneguy le Fevre Tavoit e- 
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true deſign in che third ode of his third bock. This maſterly. Performance | 
is diſtinguiſhed by greatneſs of thought and dignity of expreſſion; but we 

are. ſurpriſed *and *grievtd to find, that the end does not correſpond with the 
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Pendantque Mamurra y paroit; toujours: dans. I cen perſonas 
_ + qui eſt leans danglen Nunes HAT ab Sat: 36.4 
| « Parum expatraxit ? an paryum, helluaraa eb 45 "Rs 
Paterna prima, lancinata ſuntbona.” . r 
nN, eſt done nullement queſtion des dihpatdee de Celar,, mais: | 
de celle de Mamurra;, et toutes les conſequences qu an. en e eut-tirer: 
1 10 oath een of 
par rapport aux. friomphes de celui la, font illegitmes “. 8 
Copendast fl Fon avoit la curioſits de r enen 0 
eee eee 5 
Car quoiqueen diſe Beyle, en ne-peut/ guarce entefitice; ce-paiſage que d'un piece ſaty- 
rique faite centre Mamurra; auſſi bien le ſavant Dr. Middleton a til embrafſe cette opi- 
nion. II eſt-inutile de dire que Catulle n'auroit jamais ofs compoſer cette épigramma 
contre Ceſar alors tous puiſſant. at ras ar ere l. aw de 
conmue; la . e ee la moderation dontCalaruſa _—_ 
yrique, ſemble ſu puillanceen-main, aupatravarit (a 
gigs ene fppler qo ey ring rn ok ro hier won 
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the 9 eee to percei , SIT. on aeg cel 
in the Seond perſon, and Mamurra in the See ens, 

The poet alluges,. therefore, not to 8 "difipation, | ut to that 4 Ma- 
| munra and all the conſequences deduced ene, to the | 
former, are built on. a falſe hk ; 8 
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I. Were we curious f afcerta ö eee bg: of C ero- 
d lead ujs to fix it at che year 1755 For, notwithſtanding B 

bag gular 115 any other Rohr than that of a Rte written 9215 Math 7 7 Cog | 

embracedby che learued De, There is uo weight im ME obfcriafion, oo 
— — — ohgroa to · write this ———— Canin ihe 


; fg wer. Caeſar's n rds. his enemies ĩs ell known ; and te | 
which ee ſpeak of his lenity ſhewn to-this ſatirilt implics. thn he was cher ; 7 


puriſt; hf etherwiſe his moderation would have been of 55 
W of ihis affair pod parallel to that of Bibalculus, "who. fats | 
w s certainly invelted with ſovereign dominion. 
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Catullus, on the other hadd; did nöt Jive tö ſee the ſecular games cele- 


| brated' by Auguſtus," kinos he died dete Tabus. Ovid in an elegy 


written oh the death of the litter, places Cat b l l e 
his friend will meet with in the Elyſian fields s. : 


| Bot when did br e A little epigram of Domitius Marius in- 


5 ue day, or at leaſt in the fache year, 1 
F ſecond of September ſeven 
 hundred-and'thirry-four . Eutullus then could not ſee 
which wers noe celebrated tilf Even Hundred /and chip r. 
We may go ſarther, and affirm, chet Canilus was dead before. the hear 

one. This" is proved proved by u e contemporary hiſto- 
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nie Cictron w et de Catalle lui meme fi en un mot de Cornelius 4 
| Nepos . Il faut le developper ce témoignage. Dans la vie d' Atticus | 
que cet Ecrivain nous a laiſſce, parlant d'un certain L. Julius Calidius, 
A qui Atticus rendit de grands ſervices,” il ajoute pour le faire - 
mieux conncitre, quem pg Lucretii Catullique mortem, malto-elegan-: 
Mum poetam ern am tuliſſe ætatem vere. uideor paſſe contendere r. 
Catulle ẽtoĩt dene mort lorſque Nepos ecrivit ce paſſage. Mais ne . 
pourroit on pas fiker le tems de ſa compoſition ? tres facilement:s 
de vingt deux” Wpitres qui compoſent cette. vie d Atticus dix hut) 
furent publics de ſon vivant. "HaFenus Attico viva ber u nobis edita- | ; 
| fant 9. Le paſſaqe, od ib eſt parle de la mort de Catulle; ſe trouve 
dans le dourième chapitre; d' od il s enſuit que Catulle mourut avam 
Atticus.” Mais pęlui ei finit ſa vie ſous le conſular de Cn. Domitius 
et de C. Soſius l. Si Von vouloit pouſſer Fexa&itude encore plus | 
loin, et qu on et envie de determiner Panne preciſe de la mort 
: WR LO ON ne fe tromperoit e rf 


3 0 60 N e wo 426474 bas fron: 

. rian, eee Sand Clit,” © nds Cotacics egos) 1 
his Liſe of Atticus, ſpeaking of a certain Julius Calidius, to whom Atticus 
had rendered very important ſervices, he diſtinguiſhes him, as the moſt 
« elegant poet of that age, ſince the death of Lyererius anch Catullos t. 
The latter, therefore, was dead before Nepos wrote this paſſage ; of EY 
it is not difficult to fix the date. Nepos Life of Atticus eonſiſts of twenty 
two chapters; the firſt eighteen of which were, as he tells us, written while 
the ſubject of them ſtill lived 6. The: paſſage mentioning the death of Ca- 
tullus is in the twelfth chapter : from hence it follows, that Atticus ſur- 
vived Catullus. But Atticus died during the conſulſbip- of Cn Domitius 

. and C. Sofius Il. Did we with'to aſcertain ſtill more accurately the preciſe 
8 year of Catullus death, we ſhould not be mueli miſtaken” in; fixing it at the . 
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ante egen. entew- A. U. C 0b af ee qui nous: denneta 55 
244. <paque- enen be eee ſevons | 
eee, e e - perky A 
. — ba eit erke, oft club | „ 
dre du Gatulle doit avoin compoſé. La con- 
jecdure de Woffina quionceldbra.des: Jeu au commencement du Nur 1 
ſiecle de Rome 'n'eft; pasiſoutengble, --Je: doute: que celle de Bayle 
vaillermicux; Le commencement de et ſicele Eoit marque par tant 
de, déturdres, on negligenit tallementi les :anciennes:/cerempines -, 
55 qui ny pas Eapparence.qu,om ait cangu le; deſſein de cle brer de 
-. _ parcils; jeux, ni que le penple s . attendin NIzig quel beſoin de 
ſuppaſen que s polme-ayoit ce. compaſc pur les C eulaixes. Neſt ib 
_ pas; bian (plus neturel de de erde deſtina pour le fate de Mane: qui ſe ä 
eee b a mais. Aoi Bentley avgit:deje fait cette; 
cavjeduireF. | On peat: la; confirmer par la compataiſen du pohme 
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ö 1 and twenty-one ;; which- will give us the year ods busched 2 
fourteem; which OO. repo oe temp I „ 
2 r R TILE 41 x] 

The-6nly argument adduced by Sealiger, en . 
3s, that Catulles compoſed 4 ſecular poem. Vous conjeRure, that thee | 
N at the commenoement of. the ſcuenth centurn 
of Nome; is altogether vawarranted::: that of Bayle, F fear, reſts not on. 
much better authority. The beginning of that century was deformed by: © 
ſeoo many diſorders, and by ſuck: a mathed naglect of ancient ceremonies “, | 
| char there is not any” probability that uch actes ſhould then have been: | - 


einer enkibited or exþeRted, But it ig not inccefſkry. to ſuppoſe: that Ca- 
tulun poem was written for the ſecular: games. It might have been in- 
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nnen mcgkely for Diana u feſtival; which was celebrated yearly. in. the month 
of Ruguſt ; ab Bentley conjeftured f. This is-confirmed:by comparing. this, 
poem i s Carmen beculare. e e SOL peg? gle: 
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form but one chorus, which addreſſes ſelf to Diana ®. In Horace, the boys 
addreſs themſelves to Apollo, and the girls to Diaua . This diſtinction had 
been „ een, 
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ere de Piſonibus eee eee ee 
= „Horatius. Duserius et Sanadonui forte fidem apud te, 
EM Gibbons, Vir Doctiſime, inventuri eratit-facilius; fi auctorem ſen- 
Teeentia ſue laudaſſent, fine quo ea levis, et hariolationi ſimilis, videri 
ES: ne, et quæ argumento etiam non nimis valido everti queat. Jam 
5 => - +. np e wn aac ts antiqui hominis, 2 5 forte 2 . | 
CCC ois, ee eie o. 
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5 You pines con woo [he Piſos, 7 e ger ſpeaks i in ſuch ho- 85 
_ nourable terms in his Art of Poetty. Dacier and Sanadon would probably, 
- moſt learned. Si, have obtained. more. credit with. you, had. they, cited the 
authority on which. their opinion reſts 4 and independently of which, it ſeems 
| no better than,-a gueſs, Which a ſlight argument 1s. ſufficient to overturn, 
. This authority is that of Porphyrio, an ancient writer, who treats of the 
3 TT names mentioned in Horace, and who here perhaps copies from ſome author 
1 mmotre ancient than himſelf. In his corrected edition Porphyrio ſays, „Ho- 
— : e races work,, intitled the Art of Poetry, is addrefled te L. Piſo, who was 
FR ed afterwards governor of Rome; for Piſo was himſelf a poet, and a patron- 
EE | «. of literary. purſuits.” But chronology, you ſay, does not warrant: this 
"  .. ..- © explanation. It does; for Tacitus tells us, in his Annals, (lib, vi; c. 10.) 
3 ee U. ne at the Lb of a Me held his office twenty 
e | _ Foals. 
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ik XX.; ſuſcepit ergo A. U. 7656. . Antequam illud munus 
| lulkieret/ debet ſcripta-eſſe-cpiftdla de Arte Poetica (quam ego fuf- 
Picor fuiſſe aliquando ſecundi libri tertiam) : quia Porphyrio dicit, 
qui poſtea urbis cuſtos fait. Ponamus natum eſſe Piſoni majorem 
ſiliorum anno ætatis XXX. eumque filium annos XVI. habuiſſe, 
eum ad illum iſta ſcriberet Horatius (366) : O major juvenum; &. 
Scripta. erit Ars Poetica anno ætatis Horatii LIL. quod pulchre con- 
venit cum Bentleianis rationibus;.quas ego, cum ante hos fere annos 
Horatium ederem, cbmperi hactenus certe juſtas eſſe, ut diligenter 
licet attendenti, nihil occurrerit, quod illis repugnet. Si putemus in 
adoleſcentem XVI annorum, non convenire laudem, quam illi tri- 
buit Horatius (quod. mihi quidem contra.videtur) prius natum poſ- 
1 V. vel X adeo annis dicere. At Virgilius viyebat adhuc My 
Artem Poeticam ſcriberet Horatius, qui mortuus eſt A. b. 735, cum 
vir XXX annorum eſſet Piſo, nec filium habere poſſet X vel XII 
ad ſummum annis majorem. Primo nec ipſum hoc forte abſurdum 
putarat * juvenem hic vocari -przcocis ingenii- ct doctrinæ 
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your; A eee evict on ir U. C. 765; before which 6900 Horace 
muſt have ſent to him the Art of Poetry, (which I ſuſpect once ſtood at the 
third epiſtle of the ſecond book,) becauſe Porphyrio ſays, ** who'was after-- 

„ wards governor of Rome.” Let us ſuppoſe that Piſo's ſon was born 
when the father was thirty years old and that the ſon was fixteen when 
Horace addreſſed him, O major juvenum; the Art of Poetry will then have 
deen wfirten in the fifty ſerohd Fear of Horace's age; which well agrees 
with Bentley's” computation; à ſubject which I remember to Have exa- 
mined and approved when about the ſame time of life I publiſned my edi 


tion of Horace. If we think {ſixteen years too young for the praiſes be ' 
ſtowed by the poet, we may add to them five, or even ten years more. 


But to this mode of regkoning it is objeted;: that Virgil was alive when 
Horace wrote his Art of Poetry; and as the latter died in the year of 
Rome ſoyen hundred and thirty-five, Piſo, who was then but thirty years 
old himiſelf, could not have a ſon above ten or twelve at the utmoſt. But 
eee W of the application of juvrnis:t9.' a boy. of ten 

. ? years,, 
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alk quad Pace en dein, Virblumaallline, nihil was video 
Hur invwivisadbucrfille, Matuendum nt Virgitium, ſcribeute Gurten 
Haratie. Nequedenim ſsplielter eb loc vivipodtz! ortuis - 
nur, Led äntiqui wovis: motirſola Hlbiuna Gorare pft potty; 
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. years, 8 of a fraud” genius : OY Sfx Ol were 2 at hs age; 
and the Roman, courtiers, would. I ns zink, be prodigal in, uſing th 
term bene, after Cicero gave Yo much offence by a applying xg he term 4 
; to Auguſtus. a ui, 2 111 95 ty C060 bigs! Ita 9 "ts 91055 | ; 
2 Bot I fer. not apy; convincing argument t proye that Vi eil wen wixe 1 
When the Art of Poetry was written. For, in the paſſage alluded-fo, Horace 
does not contraſt living poets with thoſe that were dead, but ancient poets 
with, the modern; and, according. to. the ;crities whom he mentions, not 
death alone, but the being Fund e lyanber of years, was neceſſary for | 
* attainment of poetical fa de. en e mne N Ert ett * Leg e 8 | : 
at} oath eee ene eee „ 
pi An n Pn, Ses the'firk epiltle.of the ſeond book, 
2. Sb na dhe ofthe zhivd book; \Þ-formetly gave rp 1 
nion in the obſerwations aecompanying my edmion, which, as yu have nt 
ſeen them, Ialh here repeat and enplain. Augulte ſometimes reprefenced = 
in ſport che ſuppers of che gods. We knowfrom Se tone, lib. . e. +0; 
: thar ke was * ae eg. which | 
| Ge | I u 
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a 4: Evil. 1000 Quid {i Neratzte i juſſus „ 
vel injuſſus ſcripſit verſus talidramaticaptos?- Quid ſi, eum male audi- 2 
rent idigenus· ludl/ vdluit,· hoc velbt ſpecimine propoſite, Þerſuadere> | * . 
hominibus, eſſe illos innocantesg ciwiles, Romani popnli ſudiis.con = 3 
formes?» Voluit eadem ode bla miri genti Julia, qua origines Trojanos: 
ab Rnea, et Iulo udum adoptaverat. Aditum ſibi parat ad- eam 


rem pulcherrimum poeta. Fortitudo cum juſtitia homines ad Ie, E SE 
perducit:. Later los jam eſti naſtra- admiratione et preedicatione, 5 5 : 
; Auguſtus, ee (ut 'colenviolveiteritempore cecinit;- Od: ryan ER 
8 drous i habebiture'" Nempe nan minus metitorum ac juris of 


Habet Avguſtus quain Habvit-olimicum-Baccho Romulus t qui tamen 
grey ein ger A e pas ee eee 


in Jr "eb" Legg es N.) Et potuit e e 

illad ene gr, qui pane t r 
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uſed to take place i in che eben r pallets were prend i ha; of - 
which we ſee an/example-in-Livy; lib; Mi- o 10 1 it not poſſible: that ey 
Horace, either with or without the orders of: Auguſtus; might think proper: „„ 
to write verſes adapted to ſuch a repreſentation?” Might he notiendeavourtos.— * 0 
remove the blame attached to ĩt, by exhibiting. an enample in whichcit vs 
not only innocent, but conformable with the inſtitutions. and inclinations of 
the Romans? Av the ſame time his odr wouldo bea compliment to: thei 
_ Julian family, [which had long boaſtod its deſcent:fromZEncas and:kulys;: For: 
entering on this ſubject, the poet ingeniouſiy preparenithe wWay, by: ſhowing 
that men had attained" diuinity through: juſtice and fortitude. Auguſtus i is 
entitled to our admiration-and-praiſe; and, as he ſung; in anqther odes written J 
nearly about the ſame time; projensdivus, hababiturs beisg not leſt worthy of, : | 
divinity than-Bacehus| and Rogalusz-the 4 
© ficulky admitted to: that honoury<+tilli June made · het moſt pleaſing and ag- 5 4 
- «.ceptable ſpeech in the council of. the; gods. This, ſpeech is of the; fame. - „ 
J TTT and: might, hag © 
been pronounced with propriety, without: ſuppoſing thay; Auguſtus ever ſeai-. 125 na 
N. ae 6 un n er 

have 
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(pin Liv. L. vi.) Verum ſolvi tamen poteſt Es etiam non 


crederet ipſe populus amnari in aul eee eee oe MH * 
Gæſaris, elamitoſum Rom ae deteſtabile. Qvod hic-longior eſt, 
ee .quany ab illo exondio aliquis exſpectaret; n igna- 


raus ſperit nature carminib lyricig quatenus illa exemplis/ veterum 


_-copnoſcitur, pianos -excurſumy: ſi-xel excurſus ſi, ape 
%//ͤ. y ..apaeg.oumiiuadluag g's” 

3. Durus ſatis dn eſſe debet, qui non modo eruditum atque 
| ingenioſum . juvenem, ſed veteranum iistiam in his Literig virum, 
Breitingerum, cujus nomen ſemper oum honore uſurpo potuit tenere. 
Qi enim poſtulare potuit legatiopopuli Ramani, . civitates jure belli 
ſAuas factas reſtitui in integrum ab Antiocho, a quas paulo ante Se- 
natus Ptolemei, pupilli ſui eſſe dixerat? Q poturre Romani jure 
belli aſſerere ſibi urbes Aſie, in quam aliquot. demum snnis poſt 
primus oin⁰ν ͤRomanorum dueum Scipio cum exercitu trajecit 
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1 hae ed ter attempt to perſuade the that he pr Ree 


f a deſign, ſaid to have been entertaied by Julius Cæ 1, but which was ſo 
much deteſted by the Romans, and would, if carried ioto execution, have 


been ſo calamitous to Rome. The ſpeech indeetl is longer, and more pa- 
thetic than might be expected from the beginning of the ode but he muſt 
be ignorant of the nature of lyric poetry, as. Jluſtrated in the writings of the 
- ancients, who finds fault with the length. of this real or apparent digreſſion. 


3. The knot muſt be hard indeed, which not only baffles the exertions of 


a learned and ingenious youth, but refiſts the ſtrength. of Breitinger, a ve- 


rerah in the literary field, whoſe name I never pronounoe but with the higheſt, 


reſpect. How could Roman ambaſſadors: require that the eities taken by 
Ahtiechus in Aſia ſhould be reſtored, according ts the law of war, to Rome, 
when the ſenate ſhortly before had declared thoſe cities ta belong do its 
pupil Prolemy ? Or how could the Romans claim thoſe cities by the law of 


war, when Scipio, a few years aſterwarde, was the firſt Roman general that 
into Alia with an army? Livy, lib. x vii. The Knot, however, 


may en _— WT recourſe eee, provided ve 
n 4 follow 


C 


eee iHarum drum. PR} "oY 
* atque Livium inſpiciamus. Hic (L xxxi, c. 14. ), Philehjo, 
iaauit, ai facial. lr mie cum Antioobd Syria ne, Mi- 
ferquee. jam cum es ani ches, aui more audita Frolemæi regis, n 
dum iusban. | Juſtinus (lib. Aux. o. 2.) n eee e 
manos (mgfore, brumtet uf tutelam putpilli ſui ſuſciperent, | 


regnam: Agi, quod jam Philippim et Ae, fille dne 


fattione, divifeſe uiurbamt. Nec vero inter pacta res ſuhſtitit. = "= 
Abu enim, dum oceupatus in Romano bello off Philippe; (teſte Livio, 
; 15. 33. c. 49.) omnibas' he in Cale-Syria ſum cimitutibusm Pluſmi 

an uam poreflatem redueris'; fim per umme m u Quien ur 
rie temaiurut erat aber qaz in ditions Paas ; fimulone 
Pbilippum erercitu navibyſyue ahjiturice. Interen debellatar ; vinei- 
turque a Quintio Philippus: Ab eodem Q jan (Liv Us, xxxi. 
c.434.), aperte pronuncistur legatis Antivehi, jure bellt et 'viftoriz: 
dagger . ee be Nor 
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| as the ſeries of thoſe IEP ang 28 related by J fin ahh. "he 
latter hiſtorian, lib. xxxi. c. 145 relates, ce that. Philip's - courage Was in- 


<c ereaſed by his league with Antiochus, king of Syria, with whom, as Toon 
« as he learned Ptolemy's death, he purpoſed, according to the tenor 


4 of that agreement, dividing the ſpoils of Egypt. Tuſtin, again, lib. Xx. 
2 2, tells us, © that the Alexandrians ſent ambaſſadors to Rome, re- 


«c partition of his domigions, in conſequence of a treaty for that purpoſe be- 
« tween Philip and Antiochus. This treaty indeed ſoon began to be car- 
ried" into effect; for, according to Livy, lib. xxxii. c. 19. ** Antiochus, 
ahile his, ally was, occupied in the war with Rome, conquered all the 

e cities belon ing to Ptolemy, in Cale-Syria; ; purpoling next to invade 
4 the coalt of Caria and, Cilicia, and at the ſame time to aſſiſt Philip with a 


4 feet and army. Meanwhile. Philip is conquered by the Roman conſul 


7 Quintivs;z who. en openly declared. to Antiochus'- ee e that their 
& vor. r 77 5 4: B l maſter 
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« queſting the ſenate to defend the cauſe of their pupil, threatened with the | 
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Fequid te plinth; © GIBBONE Vir Dea 1 liteiis Abe 
© nianis laceffitum iviſle ſenem frigidum et inertem, qui'per'duos men- 


e poſi dſſere'rejoaFionem dd <piſtloi in Mandan 1 


honorificam? Non conjiciam cauſam longi ſilentii in ſenectutem; 
quamquam hæc quoque incipit ſuflaminare non nunquam conatus 
meos, ut ſentiam circa ſeptuageſimum, Jemptis tribus, ætatis annum, 
non ita me jam imperare poſſe ingenio, ut annis ſuperioribus. Sed 
eum alias in otium concedere paullatim tim detur ſenibus, mihi adhuc 
pene contra evenit, ut ſubinde novæ mihi curæ imponantur. Ad- 
e een aliquot, ut Berolinenſi, et noſtræ ſcientia- 
- han etiam per vices ſemeſtres juſſus dirigere: præſidere ſoleo 
' Gogulis hebdomadio ſocietati apud nos Germanicæ; ſubmittere autem 
ſeriptiunculas quaſdam meas Latinz Jenenſi. Bibliothecam Acade- 
F e eee 


; meum 
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8 5 e „ to the law 3 all thoſe 


& cities to which either Philip or Ptolemy had any claims. Livy, lib. xxxiii. 
c. 34. Juſtin's: narrative, therefore, eee . e by Wan is yer 
conſiſtent with truth. 4 
Do you not repent, 13 85 Sir, the Ri > written to an "BOY old 
man, who could delay two months ſending an anſwer to a letter fo obliging,. 
and ſo honourable to himſelf ? I will not throw the blame on my advanced 
age, though I begin to feel my former powers of exertion ſomewhat lacken 
and abate under the weight of ſixty- ſeuen years. At this time of life moſt 
old men are indulged with a diminution of labour ; whereas I, on the con- 
trary, am continually burdened wich an inereaſe of occupations and cares. 
I belong to ſeveral academies, particularly that of Berlin, and this here of 
Cons which laſt I am appointed to direct fix months in the year I 
alſo preſide weekly in the German ſociety of this place, and frequently cor- 
_ reſpond with the Latin ſociety of Jena. I am entruſted with the care of 
_ the Pony ae N at oy 4 2 880 re A with the in- 


ſpection 


[i 
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| EDWARD GIBBON: Ele 5 


. tum ſcholas majores per Germanicas-Regis/provincias in- 15 
ſpicere, et regere conſilio; tum alimentarios circiter viginti juvenes 

obſervare; et ſeribere quidquid Prorectoris et Senatus Academici no- 
mine in tabulis publieis proponitur; et inter hæc ternas, quaternas, 
plures etiam interdum, ſingulis diebus præleckiones habere. Et dixi 


nantum quæ publicis aliquo modo officiis debentur. Quot falutares 
'  Juvenes ſunt accipiendi ? quot ex condiſcipulis vel diſeipulis amici ab- 
- ſentes colendi literis ? nunquam vacare poſſum a ſeribendo, commen- 
tando talia quæ luci deſtinata publicz plus aliquants cure poſtulant: 
ut nunc in manibus eſt Claudianus, hac æſtate, fi Deus faverit, 

| proferendus. Hæc cum ita ſint, fateor, me, cum primum percur- 
renti tuas, vir præſtantiſſime, literas, negotium etiam operoſius vi- 
deretur, quam tractando deinde expertus ſum, illas in otium pingui- 
uſculum continuarum aliquot horarum ſepoſuiſſe. Hoe dau heri - 

demum caſu mihi oblatum, collocavi ut vides. © 

Supereſt, uti hanc lucubratiunculam boni conſulas, et, ſi illa minus ö 
: forte, quan mihi optabile eſt, expectationi tuæ reſpondeat, alia mihi 


| e of the NPR in his 3 German 3 ; and with the 
ſuperintendance of about twenty youths, who are educated ar the public ex- 


pence. The taſk alſo falls on me of writing whatever is inſerted in the ar- 


chiveF'of the univerſity, in the name of the rector and ſenate: and it is my 


duty to give daily three, four, and ſometimes more preleftions. To theſe 


public offices muſt be added the avocations of private company, and of a 
very extenſive correfpondence. Beſides, I have always ſome work in hand, 
. which requires nicer: attention to render it worthy 'of the public eye. At 


| | preſent 1 am employed about an edition of Claudian; which,' God willing! 


| ſhall be publiſhed in the courſe of this ſummer, Thus circumſtanced, I 
confeſs that I laid aſide your letter, which ſeemed as if it would require more 
pains to anſwer than were afterwards found neceſſary, until I ſhould enjoy a 
few hours of uninterrupted leiſure, - This: bait dan wh 1 
day, of which, you ſee, I made uſm. 

It remains that I requeſt you to receive e this utempt; and if it 
WE does not _ anſwer your expectation, to aſcribe the failure to any other 
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EE 1 15 5 primo ire reponam . verba 17 —5 Juvenis Nou in Aer ok 
WS he dec, L write in Latin, a mf 5 
wit Miſtakeſimilac to chat of which,yav,, though:wellekilled, in. French, as 


3 Fulle, when.you ſay. Un different que Scaliger F. Yoſſius: ont ay. en) „ 
From which words it, might be concluded, that a, difference. fubſiſted;be.- 7 
j ͤ oe thels, learned men, 0 of, whom. the, one died, nine _— 


JJ 1 requaia fincerely, vich | 
; 5 | 8 15 Tu Rail {terns 
ä the q concertiing: the age of Catullus, I am entire of 
p your opinion ; and left you ſhould think that E agree with you, merely he- | 
3 cgcauſeß througk lasineſt, Tam unwilling: to enter into am angument; I ſhall - 


+  ebnſeribe- the words of a def, which-E deſonded/ in my yours) forty. ges 
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4. 1 ia a, „„ 
babies (p. 4/3) cu in ii cardtine nibil ſit quod now” aho | quoque”- „„ 
e in Diaus  bontor em cui ft; & Deiade confirmo tibi 5 4 
md expendilſe eadem bora; qua Aa feribebam; crudivan __ ES, 
tationem tuamy conmnlills ipfs' If Volli-2& Catullum obfervationes = r 
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bdbere ad me velis, vel ſolo meo nomine et urbis noſtræ iteris 7 
2 übſeripte; vel: ne; * K M. le kreßeſſeur Gemmer, Conleilfer F 
355 "<a Charts fa Mazeſté Bitannigue, > Gottingen“ Sed ſi F 
Were titulos.meoa mare. Germanico:deduftor, en.tibi.excerptos —@ = 
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ago, (p. 43. Weimar, 11 770 concerning the ſecular years and games * 
the Romans. ** There is nothing in the poem which might not have been 
« ſaid; had it been written for any other feſtival in honour of Diana,” &c. 
1 aſſure you, that within this hour I have compared what is ſaid in your 
learned diſſertation, with If. Voſſiusꝰ remarks on Catullus, (edit. 1684, 4to. 
p. 81, & J/eq.) and thoſe of Joſ. Scaliger, whom he reſutes. I alſo exa- - > 
mined the paſſage of Cicero concerning Mamurra, with Middleton's ob. . 
fervations on it; and having examined and well weighed the whole matter, | Sy 
5 nee, ſentence, moſt excellent Gibbon, Gm in your favour. 
P. 8. Your letters will find l any eier direction than that of my . 
name And place of abode, or addreſſed to Mr. Proſeſſor Geſner, coun- 5 — I 
ſellor of the Court of his Britannic Majeſty, Gottingen. But if you 3 | 
viſh to ſee my titles expanded at full length after the German faſhion, | | 
Buns "EN are, en 19 985 the en and German Title- book, 
"Uh | 2 en 
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| 2D at Nordhauſen,. 1752, 9 vo. Ak ee 'Þ» EN To Mr. 
+ c Geſner, Counſellor of the Court of hin Britannie Majeſty, Profeſſor in 
„„ N 4 ee of Gottingen, Inſpector General of the Schools of the 
. BleQtorate of Hanover, Librariair of the'Univerfity; Director of the 
e Philological Seminary, Preſident of the Royal Society of German Elo- 
5 8 rg , quence, Member of the Royal Society of Sciences at Gottingen, &c. 
T "There is not one of theſe titles but deprives me of ſome part of my 
ED OE time; the only reaſon for which I here ſubjoin them; which I ſhall think 
Po So Op you believe, if your letter to me has as ſhort a direction as poſſible, 
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Nr RE PALAIS fois votre © ads» 
la juſtice qu on lui rend, ma preſomption,, et votre bontẽ. Que 
F edvie le ſort de ce petit nombre d' eſprits ſupexieurs dont les talens 
toujours les memes, et toujours diverſifics, revètiſſent avec. une cgale 
facilité tous les caraQteres que Vutilite ou Vagrement- des hommes 
exige &eux. Japplaudis encore au diſcernement de ces princes qui 


cdſent Ecarter. les nuages dont la frivolité, Jenvie, et la calomnie en- | 


vironnent leurs trones, qui rendent aux grands hommes de leurs 
Etats, une juſtice que le public impartial leur rendoit depuis long tems» 
et qui ſavent rEcompenſer leurs talens, en leur fourniſſant de nouvelles 
occaſions de les de velopper. Voils een des reflexions 
qu' a fait naitre votre lettre; fi j en croyois mon inclination, elles: 
ee e e eee 


8 
r ns | renter 
N P : 
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He Se 55 v. Gusen Mr: Gtr. e : 
Tux mukitude of your employments affords at once the 50 of nk 
own merit, of the juſtice done to it by the public, of my preſumption, ant - 
of your goodneſs. How enviable is the lot of that ſmall number af ſope-" 
rior minds whoſe talents are equally adapted to promote the. purpoſes either 
of pleaſure or utility? The diſcernment furely of thoſe princes is worthy 
of much applauſe, who, having ventured to diflipate the clouds of envy, ca- 
2 lumny, and frivolity, that uſually ſurround thrones, render to the truly great 
men among their ſabjects a juſtice which had been long done to them by 
the impartial public, and reward their talents, by affording them new oppor-. 
tunities to diſplay them. Theſe are but a ſmall part of the reflections occa- 
fioned by your letter, and which, were F to conſult my inclination only, 
61 reaſon tells me, that I muſt be 


it . e = 


ES eher de vous 8 de toute la tines Zen vous avez pe- F 
8 - metre un homme qui ſe fera tokhours 2 Floire du titre de Votre diſciple. = 


1 5 Je vais dans peu de _tems. en Angleterre ;.Je ; pourrois PE Eire 
one -trouver Poecaſion de Jed proü ber mes ſeritimens, ou du moins mon 


= commerce vous deviendra moins ennuyeux. Mon our dais u 
eder ee the Yonnuty une one de terte Wen, Tepe df 
r iel VE Lt le de- 
3 | evevertes de ue inns.” Gier gur mitt bon uA Won tour je 

eee ee . ve luck bt Yves 
ene Unnouveaupliifivqueſchviſage dafs en retdur en Angle- | 
C is dure, Coſt {a-eomboiſiance: de Wus ves ouvriges? Man pretnier win 
F | fm demon de les ullicy cone mes incilleurs mo- | 


5 Ae: eee, Lerne eee e poppe es Beste de 


T r & la fais m eee ee . 
5 een en een, eee e 
T . ek © W5 530 3603039) 8¹ 


5 5 Contented with 3 you, as 3 filled with 3 a man who : 
5 OW . will always be proud of being called your ſcholar. 1:80 ſhortly to England; 2 
WEE: ES where, perhaps, I may find an opportunity of proving! to you the finterity = 
. of my ſeatiments, at leaſt of rendering my correſpondence leſs tireſome, | 
des, LE 8 - IT will give me a ſort of local merit. Iwill ſend you 
5 Fear intelligence of the labours and diſcoveries: of our learned men, whoſe 
| eeeersqple I am-unable-to imitate; and will expe&t to l in return, what 
a J ſo, proper aa obje&- of curioſity, the occupations and ſtudies of your col- 
Aesgves and diſciples at Gottingen. At my return to London 1 propoſe to 
V mpfelf a new plaaſure in collecting all your works, which IJ will make it my 
5 8 fiſt buſineſs to procure; and for aſſiſting me in thismaner, muſt requeſt that 
„ Fa GELAD you would give me che titles of all che curious- picces with which you have 
> ..*_ __ _ _ enriched. the jrepublic.of letters, My ignorance of many of chem "cauſes 
EEE. C both joy and ſhame. It can e eee e 
—_—_— ; r i £0.99. RICHES. een 


——— 2155.08 


ops propiſer quelques nonveaux dotites, vous rlavez mieux 
que perſonne qu'il n'y a que la taiſou, ou du moins ſon apparence 5 
| que Toit abſolue. Soyer an ge IAB rs Tatar 5 e 
: Los legons, \Ceſt de mien rendite digne: 2 IRIS. 4 er e 
1 es fa cer 8 quam 5 680 * — WY 2s | i 5 
_ Inalo * Quod'e imitari ave, . 
a0 1h ©yenis ; hut quidnam tremulis facere dee wh „ 
119 + Conſimile inn curſu poſſint, a fortis equi i an: e | : ah 
"AGONY IE e ee 90s; © A ee Hig pi ayet N 
1 Ass cdi e explication, je je vous avoueral 5 qui me Mech re quel- 
| ques, 8 nuages ſur Je Prion. de VArt Podfigne, | Vous ne oroyeZ pas due 
* bes: paro es d Horace touthant Vugile, prouvent que ce poẽte füt en 
core vivant, et que P oppoſition eſt. plutöt des anciens aux modernes, : 
que des mots aux vivans. Tl relu Feuärcit, mais cette nouvelle 5 
lecture, et les reflexions aux quelles elle 4 donn e lieu, n' ont fait que . 
ane confirmer R e | 1 
1311133 N 1 : : 25 


r Ir ers AS rey we, — nes 


| £59 | = ir tz. 

HEE 1: 'vearure 5 as cor Gabe ic is ce you know "OA 
I any. one, that abſolute ſubmiſſion i is due only, to reaſon, either real or 
apparent. You will believe that my only motive for Aiſeuffing OF, ken 5 | 


. 's #91 wi l ; ; 
* 4 i mig 1 - PT *% 
* C 5s 7 ft þ * 7 . . 


6 * 


; | is to render myſelf worthy of them: 3 5 8 | | 
90 Sack 35 propeer,amorem es, . 10 = „„ 
i this apology, , fels chat 1 bare fill ome Kg abs | 


concerging, the Piſo to Se Horace addreſſes his Art of P oy, You D — 

think: that the manner in which that poet ſpeaks of Virgil Ho 2 Pore t | 

2 latter to be ſtill alive ; becauſe Horace does not oppoſe the dead to the living, - ' 
| dot the ancients to the mogerps. 1 examined the paſſage again, and that 
new peruſal excited reflections which confirmed me more ſtrongly in my 
_ 1 Horace thought the Latin wage too poor atid barren, and 


t SE 06 EN 31:4 


TY, N * Pact eee u. . 8 _ 
öl. 1. ö | - deficient 
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| kx compagnon A en les plteiny et ene 
ſoient point: pluſteurs denies: compatriotes lui. avgient/: trouve le 
meme défaut. Horace ſouhaite/de Fenrichir. II propoſe pour cet ; 
._- effet aux Vixgile, aux Varius,. de. travailler dans ce deſſein, et dem- 


| Ms cat 8885 in IM ——keuit ſemperque ©" © 


runter du Gree. quantits; de /texmes ,Energiques; dont ils avoient 


beſoin. I leur offre ſon ſecours. . C'eſt. un projet. g ui forme et non 


une choſe deja faite qu il juſtifie.. Par bonne e fat, qu'il envi- 


_ fage. ne peut regarder que ceux d entre les Ecrivains qui vivoient en- 


core. Far conſequent Art Poetique fut compoſe avant Tan 735. 


ore. x; 


Is point. de vue ſous lequel | Ie conſidere ce pallage, oſt 6 bi bie en ech du | 


1 


Poẽte lui meme, que. e celui ci figit cette oppoſition par, cette 


C 4 V. 1 12 9 "wg 
(une des 1 vives et des plus Juſtes; que je . 9 
M FP 23 —_— 5 47 5 2 5 . 75 # e 


ti, nota producere . ae 


Aeficl . words exprefiive of abftract ideas; which were unknown to Ro- 
ns cee conſiſting of ſhepherds ds and re robbers. This imperſection 


| ed by others. Horace, withing 10 remedy ir, Pfopo poſes 
| and Variuſes, to co-operate with him in,rhis deſign, "By Por- 
0 | Towing fromthe. Greek many energetic terms and phraſes which were want- 
ing in Latin. He does not juſtify a thing already done, but propoſes a new 
. Fhe foturity which ke looks tc can only have a reference to 

gin alive... The Art of Poetry Was therefore written before the year 


authors 
of. Rome Jeyen, bu hundred and thirty-five. . "This. explanation | agrees To well 


wih dhe poet's thonght, tha t bis oppolition between the dead and living 
Poet, concludes with. one of, the JE 231 üvelielt 1 images chat 1 ever 
e n een ene 
55 cg N . ge ech, bee Rd 

5 > 5 "ry Ta og ucere  nomen. , ep 


PS 4 


"The licuit has a reference to the Terences and the Cecliuls, 255 were long 


8 N * „ 1 ; 
FV Eon. de Art, Poet ver. LY 15 55 
2 1 - 1 64 dead; 
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r Varius, los Virgile, ceux dul endet 


'plutde piqus de faire reyirre, de vieux mon, que den emprunter_ de 
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eneore en ẽtat d en profiter . lit len, N it ie 729 205 . 
„Nlais, dites vous, dans ce tems meme le jeune Piſon bob 


avoir dix ans; Grotius faiſoit bien des vers à cet age. ſe le 


ſuis: mais les Grotius ſont ils bien communs; combien' d'enfans 


trouverez vous de dix ans, qui ayent non ſeulement aſſeꝛ de feu 3 


faire des vers, mais encore aſſez de reſexion pour en juger Tenſe? | 8 
ment? II n'eſt pas meme vraiſemblable qu Page de vingt ans | 


* 


| Piſon le pete efit deja des enfans. Vous ſavez combien rares étoient "Io 8 4 
les mariages ſous Auguſte; combien l'exemple de Germaicus 8 
Lale dais 4p ebrabiee'ls puverete $16 benen efForguelly N 


n 45 1 IST D725 30 


0 ni eee lünen ee e 
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Grec. Je 25275 _— qu'on puiſſe trouvet un ſeul endroit ad Il ait bi le aka 


Horace. 122 NN B21 "v3 e n et IT e 61 £7; 03 148 9. 
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dead; the bl in 0 future, to the Variuſes a yi, who wee an 
alive, and might avail themſelves of the maxim f. 


e ß e 


11 2 4 *- * + +”, . 9 


%%ͤ ,ꝝ . ͤ Ee Groos GGG. 
ſo; but how few boys of that age have not only the. fire. to. write, but the. 5 


judgment to criticiſe poetry? It is not likely that Piſo the father ſhould, _ 


| have children. at the age of twenty. You well know the paucity of mar- 


riages under Auguſtus, which rendered. the conjugal, felicity of Germanicus 
an e 0 much e {; pride, IS. 95 20g e 4 


88 he more wats becauſe Vis 11 appears in i bis ks to. 
* 2 rather on reviving old words, than on Tag a0 new ones from the 


Greek. roger clas hae Trap." 2: © followed © 


Herken Wies. RY 


el 11 it eee 4 IRIS 7 3 


4 58. L. 34. 15755 A e oth” 
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AA be cat pendant la premier jetmeſſe de Piſon. | 
Des loix Ae R eie, mul % «les 
| moines denten. + $i ben compte wie gn6raton onna yank 
ine trois ava, il parodt que ſous le nene nent de Fempire, 
an deen Las rede ee quarants ana, que do leo aue 
< enen, parſe que Nr To 
e bes poſiibilit6s,'ct eur à leur tour aus prruves, Jo ne 
a en de ge pringipe. Lautorité dun Porphyrion: n'a pas aflez. 
dee force parmi les ſavans, pour pouvoir jamais former un raiſonne- 
ment Ton es qw elle pourroit faire, ceſercit d en appuyer un deja 7 
date. 'Les anciens ne donnoient point. A Porphyrion la premiere 
nd in les papa ECHorace 9, eee 


* 1 . ” 
r 1 . | fieur 
; « . ” 4 » 5 i ' Ts 


hn 


„„ - 3 2 A 
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+ Roman, 1 from- marriage \efpacially amidft. the. civil wars, which, 

Ting Piſo's youth, defolated the «og eacth. Avgyſtus' laws on that fubjet 
E. rove the greatneſs of che evil ; and Piſo was thirty years old, before 
the wt of thofe laws ds enadted f. If un ofdinaty generation is computed- 
= thirty-three years f, the generations under the firſt emperors ought rather 
to be eßtended to forty, than reduced to twenty years. - Theſe, T acknow- 
" led; art but probibilicies; bur in „e of critzeiſmm probabilrixs de- 
roy potnibſlities, and are tbemfelßes defttoped by proofs. This priaelple 
is vt tü be contreverted. Fhe authority of Porphyris- is of $06 little weight 
atom the Kirned to be the foundation of an argument; it might at beſt! 
help to prop an argument, otherwiſe well ſupported. The ancients dg not: 


e to him e ee ee and the m- 


s We $300 ee me ah ae 
ion. Hiſt. Kean. 1053-1 p. $70. | re 
1 Horat. Carm. Secular. v. 1% &c. Torrent 4 Log: Jadu Har v. ke. 
1 Herodot. L. ii. Newton Chronol. Emendat. p. * . 
R aue nomine Autoris, | 3 Pu FA 4Bg 


: a 


21 
* 


| EDWARD Obo Fic. 5 Ir 


eee ee beauesup dlerreurs Je me 


ſens pas Gailleurs la force! dw: la; premidre dt vos bypotheſese al 
Piſom avoit eu fon fils à Tag de- trente ans, celui ci poavoit! en 
avoiy ſei ze, lorſqus Horace Tuireorivit; age, ſuiyunt vous; qui repondi 
aux conditions-requiſes Aurier vous 'oublic-dans:ce* moment qu H. 
mate mourut en-745; quand Hilon lui mme wavoit que 4% ant 
2. Je ne doute pas un inſtant qu Horace n- ait eu en vue, Ane i te- 5 
ſieme Ode du troiſime Livre, de faire voir aux Romains que ſi leur 


prince aſpiroit aux honneure diving; Viomgie afettat Olmpo, il: les m. 


ritoit par ſus exploits, dom la grandeur égaloit eee des plus fumeu 
heros; dun Buechus, d un Heruule, & un Romulus ers quitmieprifant 
les efforts des humains et appai ſant la Haine des Dietix; s'<toient fraye 


unchemin juſſ aus palais des im mortols. NMlais a t il voulu faire oeſſer 


les clameurs du peupie fur Pinſame A. tööht j en doute. 11 Les | 
dates y repugnent... Suetune ne Myryne/ pay colls/du-Audoler; ;| mais 
4746. "4 4 . / N 85 a + ; 4 nous: 
; > 4 5 N 5 n | ; , P14 


derus, particularly Mo Drains . 3 
ground for your firſt hypotheſis. If Piſo had a ſon when he wur thirty years 
olck this ſon; might be ſixteen when Horace wroterhis Art of Poetry ; an age 
whiel; you: think- agrees with every quality required in him: Did you not 
forget, in writing this ſentence, that Horace ne eee e 
five; when Niſo inmſeif was only forty; years od? 85 
2. L think it certain that Hbrate im the eee 
mount to ſhoy the Romans,  that' if their prince aſpired to divine honours, 
Viamque'affettat Olympo, he well merited them by his euploits, which ri vulled 
thoſe of the greateſt» heroes, Bacchus; Hereules, and Romulus, who; aſter 
trampling: on their human enemies; and appeaſing the jenlouſy of the gede, 
had opened (for thetnſelves a road to the palace of the immortals. But did 
the poet alſo intend; by this ode; to refiſt and deſtroy! the clatmours of the 
people concerning che inſumdus ſupper of the twelve gods ?' I think he did 
not. 1. This deſign does not agree with chronology, Suetonius does not 
tell us eee, but ſince Mark Antony mentioned it, in his 
tale N ; letters : 
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Mares 3 on rival 4 Eile uren Hansi la dernire brüulllerie des 
triumvirs, ou avant Tana Suivant Bentley f dont vous adopte: 
lesiidees, Horace compoſa le troifieme livre des Odes dans la qu. 
rante deuxieme;cetsla-quiraiitetroiſiemo anne de ſon age; C vfl A dire- 
en 728; et 29. Une Jultifieation/venue!ſept-ou huit ans apres coe, 
bien lein de faire plaiſir à Auguſtel u auroit ſerviꝭ qu'à faire revirre 
la, memoirs de ces ere, que la palitique du prince, et la rebonnciſ- 
ſuance du pęuple avoienplengé dans Loubli- 2. Auguſte ſoupa avec 
onze hommes, ou femmes, pareillement etquippes en divinités. Ho- 
mes elevoit bien Auguſte A l table des dieux, purpurto: bibit: ore 


nean; mais placeit il auſh tous ſes compagnon? : L'bonneur ; 
- forait devenu bien banal, et un tel pancgyrique neut pas et fort 
 dloigne de la ſatyre. Je conviens bien du reſte avec vous, que trouver 
RN un but W 


hort 33% TILES Les 5 . 1 
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3 *; it muſt e n laſt . ain 


umvirs. According to Bentley . whoſe! opinion you adopt, Horace wrote. 


dhe chind book of his odes in the ſorty- ſecond and forty- chird years) of his 
age; chat is, in the ſeven hundred and twenty. eighth and ſeven hundred and 
twenty · ninth years of Rome. An apology for Auguſtus debaucheries, 
vritten ſeven years after they happened, could have only ſerved to revive the 
memory of enormities, uhich the policy of that prince and the gratitude of 
the Romans had long conſigned to oblivion. . Auguſtus ſupped with 
eleven men and women, who, 4 well as himſelf, were adorned: with the 
emblems of divinities. The poet ſeated Auguſtus at the table of the gods, 
purpureo bibit ore neflar; but can we reaſonably ſuppoſe that he meant to 
place there the companions'of- his feaſt ? This would have been to render 
- the honour too common; and his panegyric would have degenerated into a ſa - 
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eye as | Les Lytiques-ont toujours ewle privilege de prendre 
un vol que Vimagination aùmire, et que la timide'raiſonin'ofe -criti- : 1 
quer. Dans ode dont nous parlons, que ce defaut, fi cen eſt un, , 
eſt rachetẽ par de grandes beautes ! Les deux premieres ſtrophes font 
ſentir quel effet, Funian de la philoſophie avec la poẽſie, peut produire: 
le Jullum at lenatem prepqiti virum eſt; le ſage des ſtaiciens, leur 
0 7, leur, ul heurgun. La juſtice ſonmoit toutes Jes geſolutons; 
une conſtanee insbranlable le rendvit ardent à les ſuivre f“ Un 
| «omni eos org e Fei . e 
- fois les yeux que pour g Serier, Wind sitz? 446 cb „ e 


er eie tottinum ! of quand 52s Ka 2 
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Sun eſt bonteus a eee, ee | 

homme; il lui eſt bien honorable d avoir ſu en former un. tableau. 
„ m9 Je 
Arte N | - Cune 5 — 
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Pe an cov the . bee Nadigg EV Seed ent 
vilege of waring do heights, which, if admired by fancy, muſt not be 
eriticiſed by reaſon. This fault, if it be one, is compenſated 'by great I 
/beaucies. '- The two firſt ſtanzas prove the wonder ful efficacy of 
vhen combined with philoſophy. The num & jenacem propeſtti virum is the 
nage of the Stoics, their king , and only happy man; all whoſe deſigns are 
juſt, and inflenibly purſued . Such a being; exempt from paſſions and 
prejudices, never caſts bigs pert ay ONE of 1 fe, without er. | | 
TOO umb at tots 219 23 114917 1166 {26} Ne © bits Fe 0 | << | 
tige & © !'Toras Bomibüm -f 'O1 quinine rebil inane f. ee . 


7 To the difgra ce of mankind, ſuch a character never exiſted ;; but 2 . 
1 + Fog 10 75 for the ſpecies, zhat ſuch perfeR virtue has been deſcribed and 
delle. T a is beautiful. The ſage would fe te mms 
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tyra furieum ; mais les uur des trans ſedortaudquetoislaiff = 
msehir. Mentendroit ſuns frrmiir lle: bruit drs tempłtes ſourdes dum 
dis des malhenreux, Mais daiformnealouvemifanye les vittines a 
___ wfurgur deb flow. „Egal Jjupher,:il-on cramleott par a ſoudre. 
95 5 ianagination Carrot n wiihtlank Kile:erstnt por -le · pete 
NE Weer. Heme ſent pelut F image ſuperieure au 
4 mattre des Dieux- t. des hommes * eee. quel etenne- 
ment admire telle le genie du potte, quna ele ur, DN +6cevra fans 


Ari 


ns acaad.enutizndes but eee eee as aun 
it is kindled. He would. deſpiſe the; (threat»-gfa; Furious tyrants bat>the 
heatts of gyrants-ſometimes-xclent with compaſſion. He od: rar Nithnut 


Te terror the raging tempaſt, which. oxorppwers- the cries of the wretched; cur 


fortune has often. ceſcued-viRtims. from:the boiſterous: waves. | He would: not 


dtead the thunder; of Jupiter: here the trembling imaginatianepanſes, frar- = 


ng leſt the poet ſhould. either fink into meanneſi an well into hombhaſt; be- 
St, it ſcems impaſſible to eqnecive-s holder, mag chamthevenragod lmaſter 
of gods and men. But our fear is converted into admiration, ben wur 


tead © he.,wavld ſuſtain-unterrified the craſhing: ſhack of che univerſe, 
88 * by which the elements, men, and gods ate involved in one common 


<rvin®.” Jiſtop here, left my refleQions ſhould” tire you; which, If th 


| Sch it mut be my fault. 1 ſhall have ättalned, however, my putpo 
Phich was to ſhow the point of view undet which 1 conſider the moſt pro- 


8 e as 4 mean or ee, {OT * 
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e E mn ls, oh une meme. defiruRtion de- 
4. vit 2 honames, len clemens, et les Dieux eux mèmes 
30 1 nete. Went etre ces Tü Heidis ous etmryettt a En be kdl, 
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3. Vous connoiſſez, nee, 3 de Velleius Pater- 


culus *, qui a donné tant de peine aux ſavans . Le voici: Ia Dru, 


fur qui a. patre ad id igum plurimo priam igue emicans incandium 


| militaris tumultus miſſus erut, priſe antiquique ſcveritntr uſur;) ami 
fitia fibi: tam rem quam  exemplo pernicigſa, er bis igſir mulitum gia- 


Au, quibus" olfeſſus erat, obfilentcs coercuit. II ne-paroit pas qu en 
en puiſſe tirer quelques ſens raiſonnable. Il faut abſolument le ſup- 


poſer, ou inutile, ou corrompu. Auſſi tous les critiques, qui ont tia · 


want witty hope Ht" ils eflaye de le rẽtablir. Burerius, Acida+ 
| „„ 


pas de diſcuter. Il vaudra mieux, je crois, vous en offtir nne de m4 


facon; et vous laiſſet juge de ſon plus, ou moins de probahilitet 


Au lieu de la legon regue, je lirai, Pri/cd antiqudque; 101 ſeveritate, osur 
ancipitia ſibi tam re quam exemplo pernicigſa. Il ſaute aux yeux com- 


bien ce Mit) Mie 8g e OR ea It eſt aiſe de faire 
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Cs be conflered as ven bim end, i it is entitled to nothing bit 


contempt,” 
3. You 3 Sir, chat famous ooffiige of Velleins Paterculus . which 


has given ſo much trouble to the learned. It is as follows; „ „ „ 


It ſeems unſuſceptible of any meaning, and muſt be ſuppoſed either deſec 
tive or corrupt. All the critics, therefore, who have examined it, endeavour 
to reſtore the tent. Burerius, Acidalius, Gruter, Boeclerus, Heinſius, Bur- 


man, have, all of them, given conjetures more or leſa probable, which 


I Hall not here diſcuſs. I ſhall rather ſubmit an emendation of my own to 


your judgment. Inſtead of the common reading, I would ſubſtitute Pri/ed 
antiqudque ſeveritate, vusus ancipitia fibi tam re quam exemplo pernicigſa. We 
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vole qu elle eſt des Vins cures If atialepiaide. FE th 

la verité de Phiſtoire.” Les meilleurs grammairiens reconnciſſent 

aujourdhui; que les Latins, faute dune forme moyenne leurs 
VVVerbes, ſe ſont ſouvent ſervi des participes d une terminaiſon. paſſive | 
= | . 8 8 8 dans un ſens actif . Qu ainſi ils ont dit Jardine, Punitur, pout „ pour 5 
5 1 dite gui juravityuga; pumiuHf. On trouve m dans ce 
ſiens, dans Velleius lui meme f. A pur exprimer Tacion 

de Druſus, ne doit pas ctonner.. \. L/hiſtoire eſt: Egalement favorable 

5 d notre correction. Druſus (ſuivant Tacite)- arrive au camp des 

= 5 ' rebelles 5. Ses ordres ſont mepriſcs, ſes offres deviennent ſuſ- 

| Nr Les foldats leitienmerit prifonnicr dans le camp, ils qutragent 

ſesarnis; ils neicherchent qu'un:pretexte pout commencer le carnage; 

9 3 l danger pour ſa perſonne ! Sibi ancipitia lam re. On connoit 

I ſeveriié de la diſcipline Romaine. Les cheſt <toienti pour les 
N ſoldlats des dieux; deurs ordres, des oracles. Quel renverſement de 

8 VV nien 
. rng 1 Kut . NP nnn . e la 
8818 n FRY 1 —— een 
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5 the corre&ion may be proved to be equally conformable to the een of 
the Latin tongue, and agreeable*46 the" truth of hiſtory. The beſt gram- 
marians acknowle e that the Latin, not having a middle voice, admits of a 
— paſſive participle in an active Gignification „ Thus, jurdths, punitus, ſome - 

= times denote qui juravit, qui punivit. We find peragratus vuſed in this 

0 CE ELITES - meaning by Velleius himſelf f. Fuſus may therefore, without impropriety, 
| LETT denote the aktion of Drofus. ' Hiſtory alfo favours this correction. Ac- 

e to Tacitus, when Druſus arrived in the camp of the tebels, his or- 

3 | ders were diſobeyed, his offers ſuſpected, the ſoldiers: made him priſoner, 

M ' they infuke@ bis friends, and waited only for a pretence to begin the ſlaughter. 

F Such were the dangers that threatened his perſon? Sibi ancipitia tam re. The 
ſeverity of the Roman diſcipline is well known. The generals were the gods 
of the ſoldiers, and their orders received as oracles. But ancient maxims 

. now . _ We Waisen of the ne ee croued- an 
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la edition Jes legions Pannoniennes! Le fanatiſme, qui a fait tant 
de maux, fit cette fois on bien; * e; de c les 
ſoldats, et ſauva le prince. n 
Jai lu avec plaiſir, Monſieur, votre ee de la \ difficults de 
Juſtin. Padmire” avee combien d'art vous formez un tiſſu de la 
narration des auteurs differens, pour raſſembler des rayons epars de 
lumière dans un meme foyer. Si vous n'y avez pas pu porter toute 
la nettete deſirable, j je erois qu on doit s en prendre uniquement aun 
tenebres de Pantiquits et à la brievet6 de Juſtin lui msme. 
Naſſuré par votre ſuffrage, je n'ai plus de crainte ſur mon 165 : 
touchant la mort de Catulle. Auparavant j Je la trouvois vraiſemblable ; | 
2 I preſent je commence 2 la regarder comme certaine. | 


bene Glien. 


T TENT 445 5 


h Trot wo 5 aid. 
N ane pernicious to e u ene which does ſo much 
| evil, here did good: an . W the Saale, d 
ſaved the life of the general. A 

I read with much pleaſure your ation of the difficulty i in Jaht; and 
admite your ſkill in extracting a regular narrative, by bringing the ſeatteted 
hghts in authors to one focus, © If any uncertainty ſtill remains, it moſt be 
aſcribed to the darkneſs of antiquity and Juſtin's brevity. , 
Tour ſuffrage removes all fear about the ſolidity of my conjecture con- 
cerning the death of Catullus. I formerly thought it probable, but begin 
now to regard it as certain. I have the honour to _— with the bigheſt 
ere r en u e. yours, & 152 gb van on 
| WA ' Pe 2 CHO hi: 5p 3} | Eowano D Guson, 
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ube time af his firſt leaving Lauſanne, ) ſeems to be under the aflumed 
. . er of a Swediſh traveller, writing to a Swiſs friend, delineating 
n the defects. he diſcovered in the government of Berne. In pointing 


out thole defects he. ſeems to have, had the intention of ſuggeſting 
we remedies ; bur, as he is entering on this topie, the manuſeript ends 
2 abruptly.” "The" excellence” of this curious paper 1 vill apologize for 
ra nth US] CRE 1 S061 BTL CSE 
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48 mob co titre faſtueux, ſous TequeH thee jtitidtoþhes cachent wane 
_ gale indi ence pour tout le genre humain. Je veux zimer ma 


-  trompe; ou mon ecur eſt ſuſceptible de plus d'une. Quand F aurois 
bout Saetiße are ten mon pays natal, je ne me ferois point 
envers elle; je has + dois la vie « la fortune mais” 


vitte en bf 


& R pays neut pas forms mon 
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No; my dear friend, I vill not be a eitixen of the world; 1: reject with - 
aa that prov title, under which our philoſophers conceal an equal indif- 
ference for the whole human race. I will love my country; and to love je 
| above all others, there muſt be reaſons for my preference: but, if I am not 
en, my heart is ſuſceptible of affection for more countries than one. 
id I ſacrifice all to Sweden, I ſhould only pay my debt of gratitude to the 
land in which 1 was born, and to which I owe my life and fortune, Yet 
life and fortune would have been but melancholy burthens, if, after my ba- 
niſhment from home in early youth, your country had not formed my taſte 


eee e ee ee eee br Giesen Geh above 


pPatrie, et pour aimer, il mie faut des preferences: mais du je me 
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8088 Cette vie Teroit, rifle, que | cette forme me ſetoit 4 charge, 
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enen mates \ des mceurs moins groſſieres que le notres ! je 
me montrerois indigne de ces bienfaits, sil ne-m'avoient'/pas inſpire la 
: nnn Aujourd hui que la Suede, tranquille à Fabri 


fans Poffenſer, jetter un regard ſur le pays de Vaud, mon autre 
mee, ſes ener geg 
eee e e de e Shih eee 


5 commerce interieur des facilites, dont il ne tient qu à vous de pro- 


fen 5050 je eee: 1 Ta fe A udartnc we On 
| eee Vote pays le 
cede à ces deux capitales, la ou elles brillent q mais cependant ii 
re unit tous leurs avantages reſpectifs; il eſt le ſeul o tout à la fois 
aon oſe penſer; et on ſache vivre. eee ue pe e 
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» Prove. myſelf unworthy Hig this e did 3 it not inſpire : me with the live- 
heſt gratitude :.. and now v that Sweden, enjoying, tranquillity under the, pro- 


tection of. laws, requires nothing, from Its ſubje&s but a juſt, ſenſe of tein | 


, happineſy, 1 may Get my AttgnBion, . ithout offence, to the Pais gde Vaud, 
my ſecond country ;. rezpieing with yo 4 ty; advantages, or, co nmiſe: 


us misfortunes. 1 af 


1 


eee f, ee b fill end lese 8 Wöie de fir inp 555 


1 commerce, .from which; great benefit might be derived. „But L conſie 15 


People tiber than their territory. .Philoſaphy flavgithes in London.;, F 


ie centre, of thoſe _urratted. by the, alturements of poliſhed 1 5 © Your : 


- eountry,. though, inferigr tp thaſe capizals,. Jet ynites, in pre 


reſpeRive advantages  ifinge 8; is, the, qnly country whoſe, ababirants, vbile 
ahey think freely and, bold}y,.live-, politely and elegantly. pin * 


eee 
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des loix, n'exige de ſes enfans que de ſentir leur bonheur, je puis 
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: | Cette verits'vous bpb Apes eb pouvoir dire que 5 
nous ne ſommes pas libres, me repondez vous, prouve que nous le 

ſommes. Il le prouveroit peut etre, ſi j ccrivois a Lauſanne; ou plutòt 
n meme il ne prouveroit rien. Vos maitres connoiſſent la maxime 
du Cardinal Mazarin, de vous laiſſer parler, pourvu que vous les 
2 "Ide en Ainſi le procesn'eft point encore ju. 
S8.i1 fecrivois pour le peuple je m' addreſſerois à ſes paſſions; je le 
ferois ſouvenir de cette maxime de tous les tems, que dans les repub- 
liques, ceux qui ſont libres, font. plus libres, et ceux qui ſont 
eſcla ves, plus eſclaves que partbut ailleurs. Mais avec un ami tel 
que vous je ne dois chercher que la veritE;iet n employer que la 
raiſon. Quand je compare votre tat avea celui de vos voiſins, c'eſt 
Avec plaiſir que je le prononce heureux. Traverſez votre lac et vos 
montagnes, vous trouverez partout un peupie digne d'un meilleur 
ſort; ſa raiſon abrutie par la ſuperſlition, le patrimòine de ſes 
n et le fruit de ſon eee. au partiſan, ou au 
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wed. 
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Ader that we are not free, Is 4 proof of. « our liberty. IE I wrote at Lau- 
| Tanne, the 1 22 would have weight ; ; yer even there, it would not be 
convincing ; for your maſters are not ignorant of Cardinal Mazatine's' maxim, 
undd are willing to allow you, to talk, provided you allow em Ty fo chat 
che proceſi is not yet determine * MO"! A Sergio N 435 i Yar 
Ik I wrote for, the people 1 would ſpeak. to their paſſions, and bold 4 hn | 
guage repeated in all ages, chat under republics, thoſe wh6 are free are more 
free, and thoſe who are enſlaved, more enflaved, than under any ortier form. 
of government. But with a friend like you 1 would feck only the miaxims 
of truth, und employ only che dtgument of reaſon.” When 1 compare 
your condition with chat of ſurrounditg nations, 1 ein fincerely congratulate 
you on Four happineſs. Whenever we quit the neighbourhovd'of your lake | 
and movntains, we find men who, though worthy” of a better fate, Ire 


N Eu 70 dhe . ee e 3 


35  »ZPWARD/GIBBON Haine e 


beben 8a vie ſacriſice à tout, moment. au captice guat ſeul 
2 homme, qui, lorſqu'il entend parler de vingt milſes de ſes ſem 
| blables, morts dans le ſervice: de Jon; ambition, dita MO ts. 


ont fait leur devoir, - 47 114 7 ology. ons itch ibn 9 354k; 
Vous. au contraire profeſſer un Q tiani eee 
pureté de fon inſtitution, hte e e eee A qui on 


permet de ſe faire aimer, de ſe faire reſpecter, inais non de ſe faire 
eraindre. Votre union avec le Corps Helvetique vous a aſſure 
depuis deux fiecles une paix unique dans Thiſtoire. ' Vos impots 
ſont petits, Fadminiſtration douee. On n'entend point parler parmi 
vous de ces ſentences ſans -proces,/ fans crime, {ans accuſateur, qu! 
arrachent un eitoyen du milieu de ſa famille. L'on- ne voit jamais 
le ſouverain, on le ſent rarement, Cependant ſi la liberté conſiſte 
a n'etre ſoumis qu' a des loix, dont ene elt le bien commun 40 la 
e eee ee m it ond 
24 517 * 420 ls; 1 11 nt IEF HI Fd 30 $114; 111 et ff Quand 
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ſpoils of a licentious foldiery I whoſe _ are EP every moment to- 
be: ſacrificed to the caprice of one man, who, when he hears that twenty 
thouſand of his ſellow- creatures have fallen ſacrifices to his SIONS: is 
eontented with faying coldly, © they have done their duty. | 


| "You, on the contrary, enjoy a Chriſtianity brought back to the purity of 
its original principles, taught publicly by worthy miniſters, who are loved 
and reſpected, but who have it not in their power to become the objects of 
fear. Your connection with the Swiſs cantons has preſerved to you the 
bleflings of peace two centuries z, à thing une xampled in hiſtory. Your 
taxes are moderate; and the public adminiſtration is gentle, You, have not 
to complain of thoſe arbitrary ſentences, which, without any form of legal 
procedure, without an accuſer, and without a crime, have been known to 
tear citizens from the boſoms of their families. The ſovereign is never 
feen; che weight of his authority is rarely felt: yet if liberty conſiſts in 
deing ſubje& to laws, which impartially conſult the intereſts of all the Meme 
125 ol the community, you 88 enjoy that ; bleſſing. 
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Lal reds des uns; et d Sidleit des be, ont teu 
abet acta deu it a fallu renoncer & cette independence * | 
_ fi chert, et ſi pernicieuſe. Il a fallu que toutes les/volomes particu- 
Hires ſe fondifſent dans une volonts JOS; SOR des ere 
0 2 e te Salarque Adee ebdsbes , Je 
ei que limeret bien entendu du prince ne ſe peut de parer d aνν , 
celui de fon peuple, et quien: travaillant pour lui, il travaille pour 
dei meme, Tel eſt le langage de la philoſophie. Mais ce langage 
- eſt pas un de ceux qus les precepteurs fant etudier aux roib; et ſi 
un heureux naturel leur en denne quelque idee, leurs "paſſions, on 
celles d'un minifire, Tun confeſſeur, Tune maltreſfe, Feffacent bien- 
tot. Le peuple gemit, mais i} faut qu'il ait gemi long tems, avant 
que ſon maitre #appercoive qu'il eſt de Vinteret' d'un berger de con- 
8 e ee hon 38 nog par- 
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Wben the injultice of ſome, — 1 DEE 
Keller ſor civil ſociety, indiyiduals were obliged to renounce their beloved, 
- -but pernicious, independence. All particular wills were melted down - into 
the general will of the public; by which, under the ſanction of definite pu- 
oiſhments, men became bound to regulate their conduct. But it is a matter 
Hk the utmoſt delicacy to determine with whom that' general will ought to 
5 de depoſited. Shall it reſide in the breaſt of a prince, who thereby be- 
comes abſolute? *. I know that che true intereſts of a prince can never be 
8 ſeparated frotm thoſe of his people, and that, in exerting himſelf for their. be- 
nefit, he labours for his own., This is the language of philoſophy, but it is 
___ Feldom ſpoken by the preceptors of princes; and if the latter ſometimes 
| | read it in their own hearts, the impreſſion| is ſpeedily effaced by contrary 
: paſſions, in themſelves, their confeſlors, their miniſters, or miſtreſſes. The 
groans of the people are not ſoon heard; and their maſter learns only. by a 
fatal experience, that it is the intereſt of à ſhepherd to preſerve bis flock, 
The RI" _— TR * ſaſely n ſingle . 
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. EDWARD GIBBON bee 38093 
2996 n conſeil dont les e et ſe comtiennent les 
uns les autres, -paroit; en etre un depolitaire hien choiſi. Mais la 
liberté attache à ce conſeil une condition fondamentale. Elle veut 
que chaque ordre des citoyens, chaque partie de I tat, y ait ſes re- 
preſentans intereſſes à s'oppoſer à toute loi qui ſeroit nuiſible à ſes 
droits, ou contraire à ſon bonheur, puiſqu eux memes en ſentiroient 


les premiers; les mauvais effets. Une. telle aſſemblee fera rarement 
des fautes groſſières, et ſi elle paye quelquefois le tribut à Phumanité, 


elle peut rougir de ſes erreurs, et les. rEparer auſſi tot. Ce portrait 
eſt il ie votre? entre dans votre pays, je vois deux nations diC- 


tinguees par leurs droits, leurs occupations, et leurs mœurs. Lune, 


compoſee de trois cens familles, eſt nee pour commander; autre, de 
cent mille, n'eſt forme que pour obeir. Toutes les pretenſions. hu- 


miliantes des monarques hereditaires fe; renouvellent à votre cgard, 


et deviennent encore. plus humiliantes de la part de vos egaux. La 
comparaiſon de vos dens , de ee * nnn 
eee | 


, * * 5 py 
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. * council, bete * . inſttuck, and mutually check 
each other, appears, to be its proper depoſitory... But in. this council. one 
condition is efſentially 8 It muſt conſiſt of deputies from every or- 
der in the tate, intereſted by their own ſafety in oppoſing every regulation 
inconſiſtent with the happineſs of that order to, which they belong, Such a 
council will rarely be guilty of groſs errors; and ſhould this ſometimes 


pen, it will ſoon, bluſh for, and repair. them. Is this the picture of your 


legiſlature ?' When 1 ſuryey your country, 1 behold two natiohs, diſtinctiy 


5 characteriſed by their rights, employments, and manhers: the one, con- 


| ſifting of three hundred families, born to command; the other, conſiſting of 


an hundred thouſand, doomed to ſubmiſſion. The former are inveſted, as a 
body, with all the prerogatives bf hereditary monarchs, which are the more 


| humiliating to you their ſobjects, becauſe they belong to men apparently 


- your equals. - "The compariſon between yourſelves and them is made every 
moment; no circumſtance tends to conceal it from your fancy, 


yeh 1 Figs 35 A coun- 
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5 os ben 
. derte reden et U bes tatcten et les votres ne ſont pas Taccord, qui . 
| = wer? Non feulement ee ſenat eſt legiſtateur, mais il ee 
ede 'propres/loix. Cette union de deux puiſſances qu'on ne devoir. 
FJuamiis rebnir, les rend chacuns plus formidable Quand elles ſont 
. deer iſ}a © les reſolutions violentes'; ces 
f teroent iniitiles, ff Ton Hfarmoit pas les mains de la puiſſanbe qui les 
F doit executer, et cette puiſſance eſt toujours ſa rivale, et ſon contre- 
OR poids.” Mais ce n'eſt pas aſſez que cette union aiguile le glaive de SRD 
1 de Vantorits publique, elle le remet encore dans un plus petit nombre 
Ade wins: dans le dernier fiecle le grand conſeil' de Berne ſe renouvels 
 loit lu meme; edteit dea um pas vers Pofigärchie: pourquoi ex- 
clure des Gectibss le Cerpe de ia Bourztoiſte E Niers meme le gbu- 
vernemert s appuyoit fur un fondement aſſer etroit. Bientot des 
5 inconveniens ſe firent ſentir; la brigye, la venalite, la debauche; fige 
3 PWW et les riches 
tig ammbirieuk | 
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. A 3 of EW hundred KO 4 is the "HSA umpire of your deareſt 
| Tt, which will always be ſacrificed when they claſh with their own, | 
| Tu council is inveſted with the” executive," as well as the legiſſarive, | power ; 
die branches of authority which Tan never be vhir 15 without tendering each of 
Ei teln 460 formidable to the ſübgekt. When the y. belong to different perſons, 
5 l aſſemblies, the legiſlature will not venture 5 form violent Telolutions, | 
Be becauſe theſe would be of ho"avail,' unleſs: they were carried into. execution 
55 | by another power, always its Hal, and oſten its ahtagoniſt,. The ſword of 
BM Authority is not only ſhargetied by this union, -but i is thereby confined 0 a 
W ſmaller number of hands. En the laſt century. the great, council of Bern be- 
VVV to elect its own members; which was a great ſtep towards oligarchy, 
A fince it excluded from elections the citizens at large, and thereby narrowed the 
8 | de ef the government. But this arrangement was liable to. ether. Inconve- 
niencies, Intrigue, yeaality, and debauchery fignaliled | the admiſhon of citi- 
= rens i into the ee og 3 and n men auandeted t their wealth, | 


Tas? 


* 
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adn donnoient tout, /pour-pouvoir tout invahir Une députa- 
tion r vocable de vingt ſix conſeillers, tablie das l enfance de la re- 
publique, pour veiller à execution des loix, devint chargee du ſoin 
de remplir les places de ce grand conſeil dont elle- meme tiroit for 


origine. On y joutoit ſeize ſenateurs choiſis de la manière la 
plus favorable aux factieux Ils poſſedoient d abord leur pouvoir 
collectivement, mais peu à peu Linteret particulier leur fit entendre 
qu'il valoit mieux permettre à chacun de nommer ſon fils, ſon 


— 


dans le ſenut, 5 dominent” encore, | Les de Wattevilles, et les 


gSteiguers, y rempliſſent une trentaine de places. Le commerce inte 


_ refſe de bietifaits, od 'on paſſe dans le petit conſeil par les ſuffrages de 
ſes parens, pour faire entrer de nouveaux parens dans le grand conſeil, 


2 deja reduit le nombre das familles qui ſlegent dans celui=ciy A en- 


viron' quatre vingt.” Ces maiſons ſouveraines ont un dgal me pris pour 
Tc le droit naturel auroit du mae leurs ev & 
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| that they might 7 a right to indulge their rapacity. A committee of 
fix counſellors, eſtabliſhed in the infancy of che republic, to watch the exe- 


cution of the laws, and whoſe: offices were held at pleafure, became entruſted 
with the power of naming the members of the grand council, by which. this 


itte itſelf. was appointed, Its number was augmented by ſixteen ſe- - 


nators, choſen in the manner moſt favourable to the deſigns of faction. The 
exerciſed their power at firſt collectively, but by degrees they came 60 05 
derſtand that their particular intereſts, would be better promoted by dach 
naming his ſon, ſongio-law, or kinſman, Tbe powerful families, which then 


at je the ſenate, (till rule in iz at preſent.” Thirty places are filled by 4 


: Wattevilles and Steiguers,. This ſelfiſh traffic, by which che members 
little: council, are elected by, the great council, confiſtin ng df their 01 wn 110 5 


e that they may name other relations to ſeats in the great council, Wh re= | 
| duced the number of families, which have a right to fit in the latter, to nearl 


fourſcore. Theſe princely families look down with equal contempt on thoſe 


who are their fellow-citizens by the law 1 n and * who were ten- 


— 14. 
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e loſhne par la eee 
. aux premiers une _refipurce que lea monarques les plus abfolus, n' unt 


5 pas oſ ter àᷣ leurs ſujeta ; je veux parler de ces tribunanx xeconnus 


du ſouverain, et-r&veres du peuple, pour etre P organe de la patrie, et 
les depoſitaires des lou. Toutes les volontes, du prince, qui doivent 
etre obéies, le ſont plus facilement, quand les ſujets voyent eombien 
elles ſont raiſonnables, puiſqu elles ont paſſé par l'enamen de ces 
magiſtrats, qu'on ne peut ni tromper, ni ſeduire, ni intimider. 
Auf r6pondent ils à cette conſideration, par une rſiſtance reſpectu- 
euſe, mais determince contre l oppreſſion, od ils ẽtalent tout ce que 


relés. Cleft pringipalement dans ces tribunaux paiſibles que je trouve 
des qualités. Prives d armes, ils ne doivent leur pouvoir qu'a leur 
pobits; et à leur Goquence. Eſt il etonnant que ceux. qui n ont que 
eue inftrument, & apnliquent le plus à le cultiver? ne ee, 
Pour les reis, que les du Parlement de Paris? 


| wodeles pour le peuple que l. conduite des Mandarins de la Chine ? 


| - 
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| . by dhe conftinnice of their Sach. 4 I ee | 


of a reſource which the moſt abſolute princes” have ſeldom ventured to wreſt 


from their ſubjects; I mean thoſe courts of juſtice 'acknowledged by the 
„and revered by the Peoph , as the organs of public opinion, ud the 


tories of the laws. T. grnmands of the ſovereign are obeyed with 


la raiſon, 1a-libeste, ct. logquence peuvent inſpirer à des .citoyens 


if 


5 7 cheerfulnels only when their ro Ew: is. confirmed” by the approbation of 


thaſe tribunals, whaſe m It has been found difficult either to deceive, 
*- ta. ſeduce, or to intimidate. -. Their reſiſtance to opprefſion is reſpectful, but 

fem; and in exerting it, they diſplay that warmth of eloquence with which 
reaſon and liberty init good citizens, In the members of thoſe peaceful 


> 


\ their whole ſtrength lies id "heir. taletirs, and their probity. What noble 


ent examples tg ſubjedts are” ſer by the Mandarines of China? Monarchs 
"_— the — n * fuck as an met 


rribunals, ſuch qualities appear. in their greateſt luſtre. ' Deſtitute of arms, 
Ieſſons to Kkiogs have. been given. by the parliament of Paris? What excel- | 


EDWARD GIBBON! Eſquire; 7 
* . Les citopens y apprenaent. g 
 ontunepatrie; ils attachent à Vaimer, K-crudier ſea loix, I-4e Former | 
A toutes les vertus publiques. Elles mũriſſent dans le ſileuce, Heco 
fion les developpe, ou elles ſe font Foceaſion. Les étate du Faye de 
Vaud, reſpectables ſous les Rois de Bourgogne, et ſous len Dues de 
Savoye, etoient ce tribunal. Compoſts de la nobleſſe, du clerga, e 
des deputes des villes principales, ile e aſſembleient tous les ans à 2 
Moudon. C ctoit le conſeil perpetuel du prince. Sans leur con- 
ſentement; il de pouvoit, ni faire de nouvelles loix, ni &tablir de now- + 
WL .. ͤ apt dallas per 99s 
eins pas Cappeller à leur temoignage. D009" anfis-aakjoner-uns 
preuve moins ſenſible pour le peuple, mais auſſi decifive pour les genus 
de lettres: c'eſt Tanalogie. Les Barbares du cinquianie' ſicele jefte- | 
rent par toute I Europe, les racines de ce gouvernement que Charle- 
e ann. 
T Allemagne. 


3 888 they have a country, which 
they will begin to love, to ſtudy its laws, and to form: themſelves to public 
virtues. Theſe virtues ripen ſilently; they are exerted when an opportunity 
offers; and ſometimes they will make an opportunity for their-own-exhibi- 
tion. In the Pais de Vaud, which was cqually reſpectable under the kings 
of Burguady and the dukes of Savoy, the ſtates formed ſuch a cribuaak 
They were compoſed of the nobility, clergy, and deputies: from! the pringipah 
eities, which. annually aſſembled at Moudon, and formed the perpetual l 
council of the prince, without whoſe: conſent be could neither enact new 
laws, nor impoſe new taxes, Were I on the ſpot, I could prove the exiſt- 
ence of thoſe. rights rh} ape authentic records. At a diſtance I can 
only appeal to their teſtimonꝝ, and and employ an analogical proof, which will 
de ſufficiently convincing to men of letters, The Barbarians, who over- 
; flowed Europe in the fifth century, every where laid the foundation. of that 
form of government. which Charlemagne eſtabliſhed in the Low Countries, 
þ 9 10 *. Switzerland, and German. The different modes of 2 
AL ich 
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Is Irrer eſt 4 enicariinided Gels; ou — artenin wee tei | 
Sucurlales du les willes acheterent leurs affranchiſſemens, »y:appor- - 


terer de 1Egeres differences. Mais le fond de cette conſtitution eſt 
demeufc duns toutes les revolutions, et rien de plus libre que ce 
Fonds Ces ctals, leurs membres, et leurs droits ſe conſerverent 
doußouraf et partout Us'&toieat les memes .. Ie rob tn erh 
Je vous entends, mon ami, qui m interrompez. Je vous ai-6couts; | 
- nie-dites vous, avec patience : mais que vdulez vous conelure de ce 

tableau de notre gouvernement? Bien ou mal conſtruit, nous wen 
reſſentons que des effets ſalutaires, et vos conſeils, vos dtats, auroient 
de la peine à nous: degouter Ne e RN et nous faire 
aſſayer des npuveautss.'!/ | FFFFFF CCC en 
AArreter Monſicur; je vous Ae en Mente a, et vous me 
— langage de la ſervitude. Arretea: En convenant 


our un moment de mrs am 7 oa e de la con- 


% 


e e ; | | | | £22  Nitution ? 
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ich weye at different times introduced, the various degrees: of dependence 


- which:one:fief came to have on another, the acq;uiſition of lordſhips' by the 
_ ww and the: purchaſe of franchiſes by cities; all cheſe eit eumſtances occa- 
 Honet but ſlight differences in the ground. work of the conſtitution, which 
_ - miained) unalterably: founded on a firm baſis of. liberty. The ſtates, their 
members, and their rights, were invariably maintained ; remaining vniforinly 

the fame at all times; and in all „„ 501 6 Fleqaoru3 5594 nt t 

ble wink that 1 bear you, my friend, Atefte steg me. Hitherts; 'you fay, 
have ſteried to 560 with patience; bur what-is your contuſion from this 
pe of our goverment ? Whatever defects there may be im its prin- 
ciples; we have <xperienced its ſalutary conſequences ; and the ſtates and 
eee you ſo much commend, will-hotcafily 1 mile us aboliſh our 
antienr'niagitracies, in order to try innovations A ie 
It is times Sir, to pauſe; I ſpöke to you as became a ficerinis „and you | 
alter me in the language of lavery. Let us admit for a bat your | 
e we owe it Tou will not anger tc to the conſlitu- 
e N oF tion. 


* We j 4 
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9 Vous n'oſez pas le dire. Ceſt done bs 
| Romaing en devoient un plus grand à Titus. Ils ctoient cependant 
damils eſelaves. Brutus vous auroit appris que, dans un état: deæſpo - 
tique, le prince peut quelqueſois vouloir de bien: mais, que dans les 
etats libres, il ne peut que le vouloir. La felicitẽ actuelle du citoyen. 
et · de Feſclave, eſt ſouvent gale, mais celle du dernier eſt precaire; 
puiſqu elle eſt fondee ſur les paſſions des hommes, pendant que celle 
du premier eſt aſſurẽe. Elle eſt liẽe avec les loĩx qui contiennent 


5 cgalement ces memes paſſions dans le ſouverain et dans le payſan. 


Mais malheureuſement on ne trouve que trop de choſes Are · 
prendre dans votre adminiſtration politique. Je vais detailler des 
fautes, des negligences, des oppreſſions. Vous vous recrierez ſur 
5 ma maliguits, mais en ſeeret votre eſprit groſſira le catalogue de 
ceent articles que j aurai ou ignores ou oublids. I eſt du devoir du 
ſduverain de faire jouir ſon peuple de tous IO It 
abit RN d erin arp melee Rates bh 


re mes » 


dag Tehs due then to your We. The Köche owed a n yet - 
greater. to Titus ; but ſtil] remained the baſeſt of Naves. | Brutus would have 
| taught you that a deſpot may ſometimes chooſe to promote the public hap- | 
pineſs; but that the magiſtrates of a free people can have no other wiſh. | 
The advantages actually enjoyed by a citizen and a ſlave may. be the ſame; 3- 
but thoſe of the latter are precarious, having no other foundation than th 

| changeable paſſions of men; whereas thoſe of the former are ſecure, bein 
folidly ſupported on thoſe, laws 12 75 curb guiky . in the | Prince as 
ou as in the peaſant. * 1 

But unfortunately too many faults may be found i in your "public i admini: 
firation. 1 ſhall give you the black liſt of omiſſions and oppreſſions, Whieh, 
votyithſtanding that you, will exclaim againſt my malignity, your own es 
mory Will augment by an hundred articles, which I may be either ignorant | 
of, or forget to mention. It is the duty of a ſovereign to, procure for 
%s people all the happineſs of which their condition is ſuſceptible. His 
Table pine, exertions Wa be ſuſpended 7 the exigencies of defenſive 5 


951 1 wars. 
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LETTERS 10 ANDFROM 


8 ddſque le calms denlit dans les Cuts, des dubüne | 
mobs utiles, et de ſages loix, la religion, les movurs, les ſcienoes, le 
_ cofintetee; les manufactures, Fagticulture, et la police, meritent toute 
bon attention, et Ven recompenſeront avec. uſure. Sur ces principes 
Jagen le Rnat de Berne. II à été maitre du Pays de Vaud de- 

puis Tan 1536. Quand je conſidere ce qu etoĩent alort la France, 
Pngleterte, 1a Hollande, ou Allemagne, j ai de la peine à me per- 
. les memes pays que ceux qui portent-aujourd'- 
hui des noms. De barbares, ils font devenus civiliſes 3" d'ignorans, 
_ _ Eclairts5 et de paurres, riches. Je vois des villes o il y avoit des 
© deſerts; et les forets defrich&es fe. ſont converties en champs fer- 


EE miles. iLeyrs prinres; et leurs miniſtres, un Henri quatre, un Sully, - 


un Colbert, une Elinabeth, un de Wit, un Fredetic-Gulllaume, ont 
1 La perſpective du Pays de Vaud weſt point 
an. tiante. Les arts languiſſent, faute de ces récompenſes que le 
ne nher nul gommerae, e ee ; 
8 7 8p | | 2 WE "ne 
| 3 OP | 


. fron z. kae jected, de will be contioglly n uchi 1 


| oy with the intereſts of religion, - Jaws, morals,. ſciences, police, com- 


merce, and agriculture, Let us try, the merits of the ante of Bern by 
cheſe maxitns, The members of this ſenate have been maſters of the Pais 
de Vaud fince the year one thouſand five hundred and thirty-ſin. When we 
_ conlider the deplorable condition in thoſe days of France, England, Hol- 
| land, and Germany, we.can ſearcely,i imagine that they were the ſame coun- 
tries with thoſe reſpeRively known. at preſent by the ſame names. Their 
© - barbariſm has been civilized, their their ignorance enlighcened, their poverty. en- 


riched; their deſerts have become cities, and their foreſts how. wave with 


_ yellow harveſts. I heſe wonders have been effected by their princes and 
© miniſters :- a Henry the Fourth, a Sully, a Colbert, an Elizabeth, a de Witt, 
" and a Frederick Wilfiaim. The comparative condition of the Pais de Vaud | 

at thoſe two remote æras, does not preſent ſo pleaſing a picture. There ö 


S arts til} langviſh, for want of thoſe encouragements which princes i 


i can beſtow: the country is ſtill deſtitute of commerce and manufac- 


| Li oh A = 
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85 . nen wn; 
partout. Cependant les princes dont je' viens de parler n'avoicnt 
que des momens pour ces objets, ou les Bernois ont en des ſiccias. 
: | Quein/auroient-ils pas fait, ces grands hommes, rarement tranquilles 

5 ſus le frbne, ſi pendant deux cens douze ans; ils n euſſent æu que 5 

des voiſins paciſiques, et des peuples ſoumie? Je m'en rapporte-A 


; Wo vous meme. Indiquez moi quelque ctahliſſement vraiment utile que 


vous devicz au ſouverain. Mais ne m'indiquez pas académie de 
Lauſanne, fondée par des vues de dévotion, dans la chaleur d'une 
eee ee eee, wi co ee 
1 VVV0CTCTCTCCCCC0CCCPCT0T0TCT00T00 an Gbegte. 
maitres. Je connois trop leur habilets, Mais un monarque aime 

egalement tous ſes ſujets. Les citoyens d'une ville capitale voyent 

au contraire d'un oil jaloux Vagrandiſſement des provinces. Si elles 
r enn en 


les 


ſee nothing bur the marks of an dnjverfallerheray. Yet 1 princes 1 
: mentioned had but moments for executing their great deſigns; the ſenators 
of Bern have bad iges. What beneffts might not thoſe patriotic kings 
have conferred on their ſubjetts, if, inſtead of having their thrones conti- 
 nually ſhaken by war and ſedition, they had enjoyed during two centuries 
the advantage of having loyal ſubjects and pacifle neighbours? I appeal to 
yourſelf point out a ſingle uſeful eſtabliſhment which the Pais de Vaud owes 
to the ſovereignty of Bern: but do not tell me of the academy of Lauſanne, 
founded on, motives of religion during the zeal of reformation, but fince 
totally neglected, though a worthy magiſtrate of that city propoſed: the laud- 


üble deſign of erecting it into an unlverßity. 


Tour maſters err not through ignorance.” They are not defitienr, 1 
7 Lnow, i in political abilities. But while a prince treats with impartial bounty 
all his ſubjects, the citizens of an ariſtocratical capital are apt to behold/with 
5 jealouly the. improyement of the provinces. Their elevation, they think, 
muſt pave the way for their own downfal ; and if they become their equals | 


in poinr'of knowledge nad riches, they will ſoon be tempted, n, 
vol. I. | | 23x 
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an 1685. La mauvaile; politique de Louis XIV. expatria la 
1 la plus induftrieuſe! de ſes ſujets 3 une multitude ſe refugia 
dans le Pays de Vaud. II etoit prochain, il etoit Frangois. Ils ne 
demanddient qulun azile, et Fauroient paye au poids de bor par les 


richeſſes, et les arts plus precieux que les richeſſes, qu ils vous appor- ; 


waient Nas Web ee Bey yes th eee, Sr 


la fortune nous {era CE ts ee ndoels | 
by jj rang des dieux? Si nous les laiſſons confondus parmi nos 


« fujets, nos ſuhets recueilleront le fruit de leur induſtrie.“ Ils con- 
ann, Fambaſſadeur de Porſenna ·— 1 Rs dann 


gh: 


3 — ui vaut mieux, qu un roi far le bone afcenrt 
2 Commande à des fujets, malheureux, mais foutnis, ” 


ASL fs hp "Que d'avoir A dompter, au ſein de Pabondance © ne _ . 
os peuple trop heureux Fitidocite og Da 
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| abi.” at an 3 with . in power. Keel to memory che 
year one thouſand fix hundred and eighty-five ; when the wretched policy « of 
Louis the Faurtecnth droye from their country the mo induſtriaus portion. 


ok dis ſubje Se, many of whom ſought refuge in the Pais de Vaud; a neigh- 


bouring diſtrict, and ſpeaking. their own language. T hey requeſted only: 
2p.afylum,” the benefit of which they would richly have repaid by the wealth, 


whieh they carried with them, and their (kill. in wanufactures, fill. more va 


luable. But the narrow. policy of Bern took the alarm. 0. IF we make 
« theſe men citizens of Bern, theig imereſts will coincide with our Own. 
Hut is it fit that martals-ſhould be raiſed | do the rank. of gods?. IF they. 
, are mixed with the maſs. af our ſubje&ts,. our ſubjects will be enriched by 
their induſtry.” They concluded. therefore, with the ambaſſadors of Por- 
bens that. it was more deſirable for a prince to govern a poor but ſub⸗ 


« miſfive people, than. to- contend. with. the unguly PalHons « of men Fame 


« WS * ſpe N Oy, 7 5 n 5 8 Ae . 44.0 * 2 n 374; W 


1 1 — 
* 1. 4 


- 
= nnr « $4, 44 Aa» . f 
+ ” 
4 3 : & =- 3 4 


77 4 12 
9 * N 
7 5 ann 


EDWARD' GIBBON Viuing | = 


e le be „eſhyer des refus, on ile deraient ene N 
Prieères, paſſerent en Hollande, en Pruſſe, et en Angleterre, oh les 
ſouverains ſavoient mieux proſiter de cette occaſion unique. Il en 
reſta une partie dans le Pays de Vaud, mais c'<toit la partie la plus 

pauvre, et la plus faincants, unge rs berger , be 
lont6& d' aller plus loi. 109m: ee en ien e enk 
| . A peine ces malheureux eee ue A oublier leurs ſouf. 
frances paſſces, que Pexperience leur fit ſentir, que pour fuir les 
2 penibentions/ il faut fuir les hommes. La partie ſouveraine de Tetat 
avdit ſuret avec le lait, toute la duret du fyſteme de Calvin, thẽo- 
| CE es Ha GAS guides has. 
tiens portaſſent d autres fers que les ſiens. Dailleurs ſa mi 
avee les iddes d un cëlebre philoſophe, inte reſſoit Phonneur du nom 

Allemand à le ſoutenir. Comme les ſentimens 8'<toient adoueis dans 
le Pays de Vaud, en proportion avee les mœurs, il falloit y envoyer 
e enn ene ann eee, 


1 Enn Ewen ite crites N 


The emigrants, aeg at 13 N bebte what they ought to 
have been requeſted to accept, travelled to Holland, Pruſſia, and England, 
whoſe rulers had the good ſenſe to avail themſelves. of an emergency as fa- 
vourable as it was ſingular. A part of them indeed remained io; the Pais 
de Vaud, but beweg ce ern neither money nor. ſpirig 
to travel farther,ę R n eln 9 ige: n lad ori :- 

Tbeſe unhappy fugitives 1 bober begun to forgee their, pal ſuffers 5 
ings, than they learned hy fatal experience that, in otder to avoid perſe= 
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Cution, it was neceſſary to fly from the. ſociety of men. The: ſovereigns of 


che country in which they had ſettled had imbibed the ſevere ſyſtem, of Cal · 
via, a ſtern theologian, who Javed liberty, too well, to endure that Cbhriſtians 
- ſhould; wear any; other chains than thoſe impoſed by himſelf. His near con- 
formity ia opinion with a celebrated German philoſopber, intereſted, the ho- 
nour of the German name in ſupporting his: doctrines. But in the Pais 
de Vaud the aſperity of religious opinions, had. ſoftened, with the. i improves, 

ment of ſociety, . n neceſſary, * to ſend thither r ä 
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ml menaces et les privutions d emploi. An Her {+ N It 9; 0 "v4 n 
En ſoutenant les droits de Phumanite; je n outre point e. 
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bes rEcompenſes' du public; qu'à cu qui enſeignemt la religion' du 
public. Je ne lui defens pas mEme de contenir dans; le ſilence des 
novateurs trop hardis qui voudroient Eclairer le peuple ſur cer- | 
- tains objets ns Perreur fait fon: bonheur. Mais que le ſouverain ſe 


mpoſant des 


a eee eee eee 5 ni 


qu ne man dbdent qua fe taireßz Aue le choix o menſoage ou 5 


kk menditité, furement M eſt injuſte. Mais la perſecution eeſſa.— 


Eh fit eeſſer? Un ſentiment de ente? les larmes des ſujets ? h 


ien Ia ertinte qu inſpira Pentrepriſe dun Davel, enthouſiaſte il eſt 
vA maid enrhothaſte pour de bien pubhfie ? Encore meme il regne a. | 
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3 anne but by threats and depoſnion from office. || N | 


In fupporting the rights of man, 1 weeld not carry roo far en 
lese 'Ft is joſt chat pudlte rewards ſnculd be beſtowed only em thoſe 


vho reach the religion of the public; and thoſe bold innovators,” who would 


impurt # dungerdas lghe toi the! people, may-very-/properly be reſtrained by 
che amm of the mugiftrate., But M forely is adfordz] that the ſovereigu ſhould 


interſere in theological miner and take part warmly in queſtions which: 


are incipable of being deefdeck Je is partieulariy npuft, chat he fad 
impole confeſſions of faith on oi mmiſters; /who-wiſh- to avoid diſputation : 


_ ſaving them the miſerable alternative of falſchood' or Beggary. Bue this 
| perfection bas now ceaſrd. What pur an end te it , It was not arme, 
nor the tens of the people, but the'boldnefs of Datel, Mat merhbribus en- 


thuſtaſt. Even es the! prefent day, 8 ſecrer inquilicioh Min reigns at Lau- 
ante; r mentioned in 
. 17 85 | the 
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fuivant ces indices que les places ſe diſtribuent. TL rea lh, 
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alert 3 encore bes lentres un te tres honndtes Bess bendent 325 
compte 2 nt ICP RRy TE : 


je viens, non pas d'6puiſer, Wa Wie ee daa qui. | 
ſe trouvent dans votre puiſſance legillative. Paſſons A Texccutrice.. : 
Celle- ci eſt la force publique, comme Pautre eſt la volonte publique... 


Mais un feul corps, un ſeul homme, peut deliberer et decider pour 


toute une nation. II ne peut tout ſeul agir pour elle. L adminiſtra- 
tion politique, compoſce dun nombre infini de branches, veut qu'un 


. gratid nombre d"officiers, foumis les uns aux autres, semployent 4 
faire jouer Ia machine 1 laquelle le maitre ne peut que donner le 


mouvement general.  Ees honneurs, et les avantages, que les loix 
attachent à ces emplois, doivent @tre ouverts à tous les citoyens, que 


leurs talens et leur education ont mis en état de les remplir. Les 
fardeaux leur font communs a tous, les recompenſes doivent Petre 
auff. e 
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be letters Weine by very -honeſt people Mar wit 
offices are often given or tran pms. to the A e of! the reli- 
gious tenets of the candidates. lr ttt NG 


Having made theſe ſtrictures on your Kathie,” which by no indus ex- 


ä vit dhe ſobhect, 1 proceed to conſider the defects of your executive power; 
which is the public force, as the legiſlature"6vght to be the public will. But 
| 4 ſingle councit, or 4 fingle man, may deliberate and reſolve for a whole 


narion; "the executive-power,' on the contrary; requires the exertions of many: 
as it is-compoſed of a great variety of branches, many officers} ſubordinate 
one to the other, muſt actuate the different parts of the machine, to which 
the chief magiſtrate can only communicate the firſt general movement. The. 


honours. and emoluments legally attached to ſuch” offices, ought to be open 


to all thoſe citiaens who are properly qualified for diſeharging them. Each 


_ Individual,” as he bears a fhure of the public burdens, is entirled alſo to a 
mare of the public rewards,” This joſt arrangement is cafily maintained in 
| E. . OO with. the W of a. few courtiers, who, by being 
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Vices, tous ſes ſujets lui ſont gau. Deſqu un homme à du merite, 


ou, fi Lon veut de la faveur, on ne lui demande point 8 il eſt Nor- 


wand ou Provengal. D' Epernon <toit Gaſcon; Richelieu, Champe - 
nois 3 Mazarin, Romain. "Mie dans eee eee 
les ſouvetains compoſts de toute une ville veulent etre legiſlateurs en 
corps, et partager entre eux en detail tous les emplois conſiderables. 
Le talens, les humieres, dans votre Pays, ſont inutiles pour quicon- 
aue geſt, Pas né Bernois, et dans un autre ſens ils ſont également 
miles pour qui I'eſt, . Le ſujet ſe, yoit.condamne par ſa naiſſance A 
Wimper dans un bomeuſe obſcurite. Lee deſeſpoir le ſaiſit; il neglige | 
ce qui er A Hm et le gtand homme ne devient qu un 
E = $i, ze Palais de faire ee les ſujets aux 


Sd ok W . —_ BA Ton e 2 
8 about the prince's perſon, 8 an opportunity of ſobltirue tutin 
aendern of real ſervites, all the inhabitants of the kingdom are tre * 
with comparative equity. In France, provided a man has court - ſavour 
merit, the queſtion is never aſked whether he comes from Provence or 
Normandy. D Epernon was born in Gaſcony ; Richeliev, in Champagne ; 
- Mazarioe, in Rome. But in ariſtocratical republics, the citizens of one 
ton ate not contented with being ſovefrigns collectively, 'unlefs they indi- 
vidually appropriate all offices of honour or emolument. In the canton f 
Bern talenta and information. are not of the ſmalleſt uſe to any one who. is. 
not born in the capital; and in another ſenſe they are vſeleſs to thoſe born 
there; becauſe they muſt make their way without them. Their ſuhjects in 
the Pais de Vaud are condemned, by the circumſtances of their birth, to a 
condition of ſhameful obſcuricy. They naturally become, thereſore, a prey 
to deſpair ;. and neglecting to cultivate talents which they can never enjoy an 
opportunity to diſplay, choſe; who had capacities for becaming great men are 
ee with making themſelves agrecable companions. Should I propoſe 
anc.4che e nn right a, . * lucrative emp W 
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EDWARD GIBBON: TY „ 
patrimoine de Peta, et nous ſommes Ietat. I eſt w qu'on.yous 
_ Hifſe les Lieutenances Baillivales; mais vous ſaver aſſez qu on y mele 
certaines ſtipulations, de fagon que, ſi le 43th A 
Feen mn, fa famille perd au mar cho. 
Pri vẽs de refſcurces, — e 
| Vaud?. le ſervice ctranger. Mais on n'a- pas .manque de leur 
rendre cette carrière des plus ẽpineuſes, et de leur y fermer Vacces des 
| grades un peu elevcs. ene diet thn; du; brilliant ſervice de France. 
| Les depenſes ſont ine vitables, et la paye ſi modique que Penſeigne ſe 
ruine, le capitaine vit 8 peine, et meme le colonel ne peut amaſſer. 
Ainſi vous devez benir le ſoin paternel du ſouverain qui a drefle. 
toutes les capitulations, de maniere à ne vous point introduire en ten- 
tation. Ne parlons que du ſervice des Etats Generaux,. ſervice plus. 
utile que riant, ou Von &ennuye et s enrichit. Par le traits de 1712, 
le Canton de Berne accorda vingt quatre compagnies à leurs Hautes 
es reg! Hin. PEI HET OL © Ol 
Baillis, or governors of diſtricts, the ariſtocratical families of Bern would 
think me guilty of a crime little leſs than ſacrilege. The emoluments of 
& theſe offices form. the patrimony of the ſtate ; and we are the ſtate.” It 
is true, that you in the Pais de Vaud may be deputies to the Baillis; but the 
advantages belonging to that ſubordinate magiſtracy are obtained on certain 


conditions, which, unleſs the holder of the office lives a certain Dy of | 
years, renders his. bargain a very bad one for his family: 


What encouragement is then left for the gentlemen of the Pais de Vaud? 
That of foreign ſervice. But to them even this road to preferment is ex · 


tremely difficult, and to attain the higher ranks is impoſlible. I ſpeak not 


of the brilliant ſervice of France: in that country, expence- is unavoidable ; 
che enſign is ruined, the captain can ſcarcely live, and the colonel cannot 1 
ſave money. Tou are therefore obliged to the paternal care of the: magi- 
ſtrates of Bern, whoſe treaties for ſupplying troops to- France do not lead 
you into temptation. Let us only conſider the ſervice of. Holland, a-ſervics 
more profitable than ſhowy, where officers have nothing to do but to grow 
zich, By EINE ow ep TRE ER EG 

n b four 4 
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to A 1s 10 A FROM | 
Takes et pn de pee qu'on- em: ft toujours des reeques | 


dans leurs tate. Seize compagnics ctoient deſtindes aun Bernois, et 


les ſouverains partagecient avec leurs ſujets les huit autres com- 


12 pagnies, dont on daignoit laiſſer lentrée ouverte à ceux ci: ainſi 


. I ne ſuppoſer le credit des Bernois qu Egal A celui des ſujets, pour 
parvenit à ces huit dernières oompagnies, ce peuple roi en poſſede- 
Toit toujours vingt, fur vingt quatre. La proportion eſt honnẽte, fi 
| Fon'falt" attention 'quiil'y" u dans le Canton pres de cent mille 
hommes en état de porter les armes, dont il n'y en a pas huit cens, 
bourgeois de Berne. D'ailleurs les petits bourgeois, à qui ce nom 
ſeul inſpire de la fierté, aiment mieux croupir dans la miſere & 
Berne, que de ſe faire par leur travail un tat vraiment reſpectable. 
Ainfi dans toutes ces troupes, je doute qu on r e 
Bernois qui ne ſoient par officer. N 
Cees malheurs, me dites vous, ne ſont que Pour ies Unsdbesss ey 
Ceſt A dire, pour la partie la plus reſpectable, mais la Joins nom- 


12 Sl * o 


FOTO to their High Mightineſes, and ee ther 1 hould i 
| __ ways be allowed to recruit them in their territories. - But the command & 
|  Gixreen of thoſe companies was appropriated by the citizens of Bern, and the 
remaining eight were left common between them and their ſubjects in the 
Pais de Vaud. On the ſuppoſition, then, that the intereſt of both claſſef'of 

candidates for thoſe companies is equal, the ſovereign people will obtain 
four out of the eight, and twenty out of the whole twenty-four. This pro- 

portion appears the more unreaſonable, when it is conſidered that in the can- 
ton there are above an hundred-rhouſand men fit to bear armss of whom 
ſcarcely eight hundred are citizens of Bern. Beſides, the poorer claſſes of 
citizens, proud merely of this title, prefer living in idleneſs at Bern to ho- 
 novurable exertions abroad, by which they might better their condition. 
1 doubt, therefore, whether fifty citizens of Bern, h eee, ol 
be found in the whole of the Swiſs Dutch troops. 
Theſe inconveniencies, you will tell me, are only fele by men of family; ; 


but is vo", of, he N e portion of the 
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5 EDWARD GIBBON: Zn. 409 
— ctopens. Ie s &anuiſſent dans ces,maximes genttale⸗ 
et cgales que vous: Vene d ahlir: La tvrannie de vos Baillie s'y | 
ee elle auſſi? Le peuple, nom ſi cher 3, Thumanité, en ſent 
tout le joug : Je ne vous conterai, point des hiſtoires, de leurs op- 
preſſions. Vous me chieaneriez fur la verite des faits, et puis vous 
me diriez, qu'il, he, Hut jamais.conclure. du particulier ay general, 
cet vous aurieg raiſon. Il vaut mieux faire ſentir Facade de leur 
pouvoir, et laiſſer a 2 connoiſſance du cœur humain, à juger de 
Tuſage qu'il en font. Chaque Bailli eſt à la fois chef de la juſtice, 
de la milice, des finances, et. de la, religion. Comme juge, il decide 
dans appel juſqu'a Is ſomme de cent francs, ſomme tres modique 
Pour Vousd, mais qui, fait. Ia, fortune d'un payſan; et il decide . 
ear ſes afleſſeurs; n' ont pas voix ponderative. II donne, ou plutõt 
il vend, preſque tous les emplois dans ſon bailliage. Si Von veut 
-  appellerde ſes ſentences, il n a plus de tribunal à Moudon; il faut 
5 a 9 et quel EY ruiner à la pourſuite de la 
"Wh 18 * | 
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 _ @inmunity ;/and they diſappear amid the general eq and impartiality 

ol the public adminiſtration. But does the tyranny of the the bailiffs diſappear 
 alſo?;+ The people, à name ſo dear to humanity, feel the full weight of 

their oppreſſion. I will not have recourſe to particular examples; becauſe 
- you might call in queſtion /the authenticity of ſadts, or object with reaſon, 
that general concluſions. are not to be drawn from particular principles. I 
ſhall be contenged wich pointing out the extent of their power, and leave to 
your own. knowledge. of human nature to inſet the abuſes with which it muſt 


be accompanied. In his own diſtrict every bailiff. is at the, head of religion, 


of the law, the army, and the finances. As judge, he decides, without appeal, 
all cauſes to the amount of an hundred franks; a ſum of little i importance 
to a gentleman, but which often makes the whole fortune of a peaſant ; and. 
he decides alone, for the voice of his aſſeſſors has not any weight i in the 
ſcale. He confers, or rather be ſells, all the employments | in his diſtri,” 
When the injured party wiſhes. to appeal from his. #fitence, as there is no 
court of juſtice at * he is obliged ee remove we cauſe to Bern; and 

how 
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. der ſevepeaſinns can bes this erpener “ But if his eagernbf to puniſh m 


5 ntre See eee Paceorde; -en eee eee 
55 6+ digen, et d force e eee ik parvient à pouvoir 
5 un tribunal lie avec ſon baillif par le ae e 


8 Vis ver aa gt par . pet thu bende den. fant 
*  Developons/cette/ ige. "Pendatit que ies pays de pus ziehen de 
TEurope dabyment de dẽpenſes et de dettes, et mettent en ceuvre des 
ens qui feroient trembler le plus mardi difnipateur, le Canton de 
Biete et le feul qui amafſe des trefors. Te ſecret de Fetat eſt fi bien 
ee, en en dene de le deviner. Stutiian, dmtatſilleur Gage: 
. | dere # Bernie, quli/avoit un efptit ob ton! l ander e ice 


. Pous ſe biew ſuformer, eſtimoĩtꝭ i y a quarante ans, les ſommes qu il 
5 1 | 

nag eu ſept/wnllions,''et 46ur” ce qui toit neſté duns le trüfbr de 

„„ Berne, ou diſpen dans les actes banqhe- de U 


Foy CY 
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Bf _  ryraniteatries hin ihrer; it is not without many difficulties on bis part that 
yer, or chicf magiſtrate; grants lim admiſijon into the council; where, 
atter ll his trouble aud eipence, de in finally allonedite plead his exufe be- 
. dere s tribunal, the members of which-are: connected with: his oppveſſor by 
55 1 of blood; and lll dee by » conſgrracy of Seek nd crimes. | 
© Four taxes, moderate as they are, exhavit the counnry. übel : 
e be explained. eie e greac kingdoins: of Evrope, Joaded 
with expentes and debts; are driven to- expediens which would alarm the 
wildeſt prodigal, Bern is the only Rate which has artiaſits « large treafbre. | 
The ſecrer has brews fo well kept“ tht it is not cafy to aſdertain its amount. 
_ Stanyan, the Britiſh emoy it Bern, a man inquilitive-'and+ pofleſied” of 
means of information, eſtimated forty years age the money belonging 
ro thar republic, in the Fugli funds, at three hundred thouſand pounds, o- 
fever milfions'of Swinch res 7 and the forms-retnaining in the reeaſury of | 


Bern, or diſperſed the ocher es ks of Europe, 3 
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0 Ae Heres Bering, on 1 . Pet 


1 15 un autre pays, fourniroient à T entretien d une our et dt — 


cher it, The twelve bailiwics, or diſtricts, of the Hais de Vaud pay, 
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- erojre que ces tre ſors n ont pas dininue depun Pa 1% Le 
moyen gut 16 Canton- employt pour: 1 ehtichit eſt ON 
. dfpenſe: beaucoup: moins qu i ne regoit. | Mais que regoit il? - 


Ser een je nav acer del ee Les dont bailliages du 1 


Pays de Vaud rendent daus leurs fix-ans; A peu pres cing cent mille 
| Heros de Sus les uns portant; les autres. Le revenu de douze, 
peut dene monter à un million de liuwes de rente. ung 


entendu dire que les Bills Prennent le dir pour cent for les 1 


reyenus du ſawwetain. Le voila donc ce xevenu. d' un un millen pr 
ante. En rabattanc les cent mille livres des Baillis, je compterais 
encore cent mille cis pour les charges de I'ctat, ce qui n eſt pointune 
ſuppoſition. batic en air. Les autres deux; cens mille. ecùs, qui dans 


dont les depenſes feroient retomber ſur la terte la roſe quien toit 


BY tirbe, vont ici Ons > Gm les coffres du fouverain,. ou ſe diſperſer 
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3 thouſard . gels. Thife bes. 


{ures have pot probably dimigiſhed ſince the year 1723. The Laa en- * 


' riches ſelf by. the ſimple: means of receiving much and e Title, 
By what i is the amount of 1 its receipts ? T know not, but ! will t Po dit. 


with another, during the fix years that they are werned bythe fame ma- * 
e five bundred thouſa Swiſs livres“ ado ah 1 1 ther ie, 
f all the twelve amount to a million” of Artes anni 1 have always 


told chat the nk or K "retain ten Por cone. on WC.” 


* raiſed within their reſpett uriſdictions, The million of revenue, 
diminiſhed by an hundred So Hvres conſumed in the appointments of 


the ailiffs, ' is N to oe . hundred, thouſand crowns ; of which 


' hundred thouſand | may be J for. the expences of the fate, 4 füch n 
_ choſen-at rande; and 85 other - two hyndred thouſand Wrowns, 185 


other countries Would be employed in the A of a court and 2285 op 


Plat 


hats incomes would circulate through: the general of the 
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—_ [ans (hang ques'pr abies, a pe. vs PBatop, your "ere". 
= 5 5 YE Sem er ee 8 Eteint Pinduftrie; Tok. 
_:. peckieitout: effort, qui ow See faire ſans argent, et appauvrit in- | 
3 OS +.” 55 ſenſibiement le pay.. 101605 eg re wich 1 a i 
E 5 5 + e bone de mur, Monkeut,” Eh bien! me repondez vous, 
BM „„ n'avez vbus onde, nds playes que pour en aigrir la dobueur s Quel 5 
1 l donnez vous? Aucun, ſi vous ne m'uveẽ pus deja 
* pfevenü. I yow une voye que je puis vous conſeiller, c'eſt celle de 

7 Jemonemance.” Maie il y a des maux tellement"enracins: dans In 
—= I n d un état, que Platon lui theme n'cut pas eſperẽ du fucks 
* a © 8 | pour uns ele chan. Ne tiendront ils pas c contre les remon- 
* V ux qui ont pu tenir contre deux cens ans de fidelité et de 
5 . eee 2 y a un autre remede plus prompt, plus entier, plus 
YR 5 N 5 glorieux: Guillaume Tell vous: Fefir- conſeillé; mais je ne vous le con- 
J Je ſais que heſprit du citoyen, comme celui de la cha- 
= 1 885 - ſouffre beatcoup, et eſpere Res. Ila reißen. Il connoit 
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3s; * Oe bach © 8 bank of als to ain one day . 
e-knavery of a cletk,/qr the ambition of a conquerer. This con- 
ripual 8 of ſpecie extinguiſbes induſtry, deadens every enterpriſe 
"a ON 7 aid of money, and gradually impoveriſhes the country. "tes 
Ip Sit, at your hardlhigg, . But 1 think \ you, will ſay to me, 6 Have 


Ee | 2 * J gur wounds: merely to make us feel their (mare ? What 8 
1 1 | N you give vs, £509 None, voleſs you. | have already anticipated — 
V eee indeed adviſe you to remonſtrate.. Bur there are evils {o deeply * rr 

Sd 5 
- 5 ed_inSgovernments, that Plato himſelf would deſpair of curing tem. + i 
| RE, What could you expect to obtain from thoſe maſters by remonſtrances, Who . 
„ Te Vibe femained during two centurkes inſenſible to the rgeric of your faithful ſer- 8 
A "Y D vice? Thete i cher remedy, more prompt, more perfect, and more glori- 1 * . 
| dus. William | wopld have preſcribed it; I do not, 1 know that the ſpuit +, 
5 | of a good. citizen is, lle that of charity, long-ſuffering, and hoping all things. £8 8 
. 4. - The citizen is in She Fades. fince he W evils waking, from his ſub- « 
Ks, - „ o  S | 2 3 „ FA 5 ; 5 miſſion, ® I 
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tance pourroit entrainer. Vou 


ſavez combien je reſpecte 
hommes. Tribun ſEditieux, j je ne chercherai j jamais A fairs ſecouer fu” 


drois que ce fut la raiſon, et non le prejuge, qui vous dictat ce 


| Far faire u une © jokes: en.la retirant. _ 5 1 


miſſion, but 1000 got the Penter evils which might, be cles by his 


| principſes; ſo friendly to the intereſts of peace and of humgy: kind. I wil 


2 EDWARD ohnen That | A413 
les mialheurs/attaches' à la fSumiflion. II ignore ce en,, oo 


s, qui me connoiſſez, onſieur, vouuuns „ 
ptineipes amis de la paix et des 3 5 


— 


-peuple {F;oug de Tautorité, pour Te conduire du murmure, à la ſedi- # © 35 3 
tion; de h In, A Tanarehie z et de Fe DR ee, au 3 
0 en s rend | n 1490] or 11 8 5 ro * F : / * | | 


"'" Cependant avec la Cane, qui a partout conduit. ma plume, . 
| vais detruire quelques monſtres de Romans, qui vous peuvent —__ 
Que vous preferiez | le parti de.Ventrepriſe ou celui du repos, je x 


Les Bernois ont les droits ſur votre abciſſance ; your: craignez * 


+73, Vn cis 
n NI 


reſiſtanee Tou kno me too welb to be ignorant how-rffuch I reſpect thoſe 


never, in the language of a ſeditious trikune, perſuade the people to ſhake .* 1 2 
off the yoke of authority, that they may proceed from murmur to ſedition, d | © 
from Kane to anarchy, and from anarchy perhaps to deſpotiſm. * 
'- Yet" with tHe esto which hat Hitherto guided my pen, I will ende 
vour e Ketrey lone giants öf romance, "which might otherwiſe ingy# you * 
with vain terror. Whether you prefer the road. of bold enterpriſe or cautiqps „, . 
repoſe, I wiſh. that reaſon, not prejfidice, ſhould dictate von choice. 3 
„The magiſtrates c of Bern have a right to nm zar obediente: y . 


io dv them wrong in withholding,it.. 4. , s 3 920 
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. | LEPTERS 20 "AND BROM 
8 8 8 5 prey e | eee 3 ibn W be . . 
VVV > iu e i M5 eee 9546 
Sy * | one» i! ider Ri eg Tet X. PRA Ge Faid yr . 
Mu - „ Pia I BE een TTY > A hays | eg obs ee e ; 
. . 4 . 81 . o to Mrs. Ponrza. 416 127 * n 
Hh * , Apa h 1 33; 39; * E065 34:5 TT ft Joon, ve 5 55 _ | 
5 1 no reproaches for your negligence, however great; f 
* glenee, however Yong, 1 10% you too well te 2 35 Jn any. 
* Nothing, in my oplaton, is fo tdicuious as foine And of friends 
| 1 lovers, who look on nd crime as fo heitious ad the letting 
LN flips Polt without writing. The charm of friendlkip'is ſtberty'; aud 
5 . += he thar Ned: deftroy the ohe defiroys, without elit it, the 
8 1 mut ot the other. I compate friendthip to charity, and letters 
__ Be 100 als; e e e OR Rp Fs fe go rey ate 
Ws | the Brit is very ſtrongʒ valthpugh it does not ſhew itſelf by the other. - 
ef | Kt js not gra Which is wanting, it ie only. opportunities or 
| fp . meags.. However, one moath—two-month#->three month®—four 
whe | monthe—T began not to be affgry, but to be uneaſy, for fear ſome | 
A 1 19. oſten on the þ Point of Friting, 


4 25 eee ene, Tink BP uns" Ay | 1 Ain 1 onght to-know | 25 
> better er ven; and! affure Jou that one of your "Plain fincere 
" Bite entertains $i. the moft, poliſhed one. of 'Pliny or by 


9 


Aero. is your heart ſpeaks, and I look omefout heart's much | | 
better in its way than either of their heads. f. 


; Out of putt politeneſs I ought'to talk of # # # # W e e LM 


- Woaſote myſelf. TOR rs ior wick bo he page, Mags wo - 
W 0 ſay, almoſt 3 e time he was here. I find him always „ ** - — 


GY ith , alwgys good-natured, Aways amuſing, and always trifling. + 
2X To . aſked him ſome 8 1 Ital 85 he wm me, he hurried o out 


8 | * Rog 1 5 
1 Fa + TELE <4 <0): . if * g as 3 * * , 2 * 


* 2 ,f * 


OE 


= 0 * . as be could, . 2 


I I think che ſecoud exclamation ſtill ſtronger” than the firff 


. fir him to give me a fixed allowance of ach 2-year, * at leaſt, 


i * * 


— GIBBON 


4 
* 


bo did not Jove che Italian) pers, L let flip ſome worde of the , 2 55 
pleaſure he ſhould have of ſeeing his native country aggin, on 7 . 
© account, of the ſervices. he could render her in parliament. « Tes A” 
a. (ays ha); I Want yaſtly to be at London; there- are three years j 
_ + ſince I have ſeen, Garrick. He ſpoke to me of you, and -igleed * 
not only with con{ideration, but with affection. Were there 
elſe valuable in his charaQter, 1 ſhould love hig, becauſe he lovey , | - 3 
vou. He told me he intended to ſes you as ſoon as he ſhould be in * es 
England; I am glad he has kept his word. [was ſo taken, up with = 
my old friend, that I could not ſpeak a Word to + '= wy 1 4 
He appeared, however, a good, ſenſible, modeſt young man. Poor Pu „„ 
—TT.. A Ge Ein Wa £ 


- 


* k F 


«© 


Lord Torrington !. I can't help Ppitying him. What a ſhameful 


uncle he has! I ſhall loſe all my opinion of tify countrymen; if the 


whole nation; Whigs, Tories; Courtiers, |Jacobites, Bec. &ce. Schü Se. 
are not unanimous in Ucteſting that fh. Pray, is there any truth S 
in a Rory we had here, of à brother of Admiral-Byng's having | . . 
killed himſelf out of rage and 2? I did not think he had any : 
brothers alive. Id e thought here wht Byr will be aShuitted; EF | 
| hope not. Though. F'ds not love "ills judgments "omen 
thinking him guilty. 3 Fr. 
Tou aſk me, when L ſhall come into > inp How Mutiny” 
it? The 14th of June I wrote to my e eee 


my return, which Inknew would have beet to no purpoſe, I de- 


to allow me a-ſfervant. No atiſwer.” About 3 5; 
newed. my requeſt ; 2. hp cannot yet know wha will be my ſucceſs. + 
F deſign ro make a of neceſſity, to keep quiet ing this win⸗ 
ter, and to out in uſe alloy mackines aces fine, m_—__ to come 
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* g = * * N 3 F2 * * * * | 1 uh * 
8 1 5 | ; en FB 
"ar Cooks — ht 1 this time hes ws . 
© dijtiful letter 1 can imagine to my father. If all that n no 
* effect, [don't know what IL can d. 
* * Tau talk to me cf my oouſin Ellifon's wedding; but wit yo don't 


Ln 


© = ſay a word of :whoiiſhetis*married 10. Is it Elliot? "Thvgh./you 


4 x 


| haveynor: ſeen my father vet, I ſuppoſe you have heard of him. 


Ho wages he in town d. His wife, was the witk him? Has marriage 


produced any changgpient in his way of living? Is he to be/ always 
at Beriton, or will he come up 40 London in winter? Pray have 
you ever ſeen mymother-in-law, or({heard' any thing more of her 
: Age? - Complimemsta every: body'thatmakes'tne | epniplinients : : 
to the Gilberts, tothe Camarques; to Lord Nenn , See. When 
Jags the Conarques Again, aſk them if they ge know, ht 
"AO la Vabre, and his daughters; perhaps Jou know 
mem yourſelf; I Iaw. them lately in this comiry ; one of them very 
1 e 877 e f 155 e In FO 134A SOT 


1 
4 8 


man who Ae A ber hovſe, is is little U tobtiblg at leaſt 


4 


5 | Hor gte perſon! My health alwys good, my ſtudies pretty 


1 


„ Sood. T-underftand Greck well. T have eyen” Tome kind of 
” correſpondence with ſeveral men, with Mr. Crevier'of Paris, 
with Mr. Breitinger ef Züriek; and with Mr. Allamand, a . 
man oi this country; the them reaſonable divine T' ever knew. 

4 you neverſtead now? I ama little piqued that you ſay nothing 15 | 
cee, Wü have fot read it yet, read it for my 


Fechape \Slarifſa does not encourage you; but, in my opinion, 
Aw 9 10 Gaariſſa. When you hade read it, read the 
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© rhe BH $i0w en 540 They are n 1 called 


WE Th This Letter is a curious ſpecimen of te ere ; whith Me, Gidbon had en be 
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| letters of Madame de Sevigne to her daüghter; 1 don't doubt of - 
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EAN bes, al. "" 


ha t/a lands letters of the heart; 1 
preſſions of a mother's fondneſt j regret at their being at a great dit 


1 + <4 


tance from one another, and continual ſchemes to get together again. 


All that, won't it pleaſe you't;, de ge vage, 45 g OS 
whole volumes: and notwithſtanding that, few people read th 

without. Hading them. too ſhort... Adieu: „„ 
1 don hee e 0 write ſoon... Do, it, however, if pn 


aper oy MW Qio 2 . Jog £7; DO! 9 N 2115 bores} 274 i 
| 8 ib 441394 cop Woo tor thy mono AN BBON, 


* 4 ftt 15 er 17 e 47 No le not ef 
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I HAVE read nothing for ſothe time {and I keep reading en fill) 
that has given me fo much pleaſure! a8 your letter, which 1 re- 


eabed by the luſt pet . rchwiee ar yer return do br Wiritt5, 


to yon father) and to the good pAriciples' of truth and fed. Had 
I in the leaſt ſuſpected your deſign uf leaving us, THYWY imme- 


diktely have put you upbn reading Ma Chilhmgwortfl's Religion of 
. Proteſtants j any one page of which is worth a brary bf Swift d. 
- nity. - It will pive me great pleaſure to fee you at gtön; 
where I ani, L thank God, very well and very happy. I defire my 


= w Me] Gibbon; and dm, 'with very great fegerd, dear bir. | 
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Ken bes : nor. 5 4 
x addreſs in writing, from. a OY ld Bas dhe Fat 6 c 

— you every day, may appear ſingular. "However er, I 
have preferred this method, as upon paper IT can ſpeak without a 


Huſh; auc be heard without interruption. If my letter diſpleaſes 
you, impute it, dear Sir, only to yourſelf, You have treated me, 


5 not like a ſon, but like a friend.”” Can you be ſurpriſed that I ſhould 


communicate to a friend, all my thoughts, and all my defires ? 3 
the friend approye them, let the father never know ſhæm; er 
leaſt, let him know at the ſame time, that however reaſonable, ea 
ever eligible, .my ſcheme may appear to me, I would rather forget 
dt for ever, than cauſe him the lighteſt uneaſineſs. heet #7 141 x 
When I firſt returned to England, —_— | 


vou were ſo good. as to giye me hopes of a ſeat in parliament. This 


| ſeat; it was ſuppoſed would. be an Expence of fiſteen hundred pounds. | 

This deſign flattered, my vanity, as it might enable me to; ſhine 
n ſo auguſt an aſſembiy. It flattered a nobler paſſion; I promiſed 
myſelf chat hy the means ef this ſeat I might be one day the inſtru- 
ment of ſome good to my coustry. But I ſoon perceived how little 
a mere virtuous inclination, unaſſiſted by talents, could; contribute 
towards, that great end; and & very ſhort examination diſcovered to 
me, that thoſe tales had not fallen to my lot. Do not, dear Sir, 

impute this declaration to a falſe modeſty, the meaneſt ſpecies of 
Pride. Whatever elſe I may be 1 ignorant of, I think T know myſelf, 
and ſhall always endeayour to mention my good qualities without 
vanity, and my defects without repugnance.. I ſhall ſay nothing of 
Ly — intimate PE with = ogg and language, ſo ab- 


9 2 2 8 | TT - falutely 


vpwunb em.. 4 


„ —— hack e be e, to 
| aledge my deficiency in them, would feem only the plea of lazineſs. 
But I ſhall ſay with great truth, that I never poſſeſſed: that gift of 
ſpeech, the firſt requiſite of an orator, which uſe and labour may 
a improve, but which nature alone can beſtow. That my temper, 
quiet, retired, ſomewhat reſerved, could neither acquire popularity, 
bear up againſt oppoſition, nor mix-with eaſe in the crowds of public 
life. That even my genius (if you will allow me any) is better 
qualified for the deliberate compoſitions of the cloſet, chan for the 
extemporary diſcourſes of the parliament. An unexpected objeQtion 
would diſeoncert me; and as I am incapable of explaining to others, 
what I do not thoroughly underſtand myſelf, I ſhould be meditating, 
while I ought to be anſwering. T even want neceſſary prejudices of 
party, and of nation. In popular afſemblies, it is often neceſſary to 

inſpire them ; and never orator inſpired well a paſſion, which he did 
not feel himſelf. Suppoſe me even miſtaken in my own character; 
to ſet out with the repugnance fuch an opinion muſt produce, offers 
but an indifferent proſpect. But I hear you ſay, it is not neceſſary 
that every man ſhould enter into parliament with ſuch exalted hopes. 
It is to acquire a title the moſt glorious of any in a free country, and 
to pie the weight and conſideration it gives, in the ſervice of 
one's friends. Such motives, though not glorious, yet are not diſ 
honourable; and if we had a borough in our command, if you 
could bring me in without any great expence, or if our fortune en- 
abled us to deſpiſe chat expence, then indeed I hould think them 
of che greateſt ſtrength. But with our private ſortune; is it worth 
while to purchaſe at ſo high a rate, a title, honourable in itſelf, but 

_ which I muſt ſhare with every fellow that can lay out fifteen hundred 
pounds? Beſides; dear Sir, A merchandiſe is of Te . * 
_ owner, when he is reſolved not to ſell it. DoF. 3 | 
+I ſhould affront: your penetration, did I not b you now ſee 

the drift of this letter. It is to appropriate to another uſe the fam” 
| ts YH: „ 
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TALE IBN 


| "Aide Added ing me inta 3 


ngt in making ns, Bot but anf r mhanα L hene of 


Cs heard;yop ſay ygunkelf, thatcthe glwanee y been fo indulpeot! 
2 d Sand mg, though yery liberaſin, regard 39, gouneſtatg; wen yet! 
- bu hap cpmpersd with chs ame neceſſary extravagapgjes: 


of rhecage. I ers if ound in. notwithſtanding 3:g00d das 
of dmx, AX, n, Nele fen many, Wehe inommen emer 


8 _ penges of Fouth, , This, N Sir, wow; he 395-95 ſunplying 


wa defigiencieg, without, any. additional. expense 18 y- L, 
forhoarin= H. think my propoſals, reaſonable, you wagt no. en- 
_ reatign. to engßee vo to. H with Mn it RN 
© be mithout effec... + Sybanrbathung gl rot. 7 + 281 
All that. Lam afraid. of, dear. Sin is, that, I ould dem nas; fo 
ch ie a four, as, this, really is, as ex aging a debt. After 
all cap ap, von will ill remain the beſt. judge af my. good, and 
your gyn, circumſtances. Perhaps, Ike moſt, landed; gentlemen, 
ap, addition; to. my. anouity; wopld. fuit. you. better, than a ſum of 
money. given at once; perhaps, the; ſum itſelf may be too conſider- 
3 Whatexer vou ſhall. think proper to gr ee or in 
Whatever manner, will be regeixed with equal gratitude. 
I intended to ſtop here; but as Labhhor the eee ee 
I. Winz it will be better to lay; open my whole ſcheme at once. The 
_ unhappy war Which now deſolatas Europe, will oblige me to defer 
ſeeing France till a peace, © But that reaſon can have no influence 
vpon Italy, a country which every ſcholar muſt long to ſee; ſhould | 
you grant my requeſt, and not diſapprave of my manner of em- 
ploying your bounty, I would: leave England this Autumn, and 
paſs. the Winter at Lauſanne; with M. de Voltaire and my old 
friends. The armics no longer obſtruct my paſſage, and it muſt be 
indifferent to you, whether I am at Lauſanne or at London during 
che Winter, ſince I ſhall not be at Beritan. In the Spring I would 
ur aud aber ſome ſtay in n . the war muſt then 
2-159 1 e 


be terminated, return home through France; to live happily wick 
you and my dear mother. I am now two- and- twenty; a tour muſt 
take up a conſiderable time, and, though I believe you. have no 
- thoughts of ſettling me ſoon, (and I am ſure I have not,) yet ſo 
many things may interveus, that herman rh daes not travel early, 
runs a great riſk of not travelling at all. But this part of my 


— 


4 


dg! as well as the whole, I ſubmit entirely to o 

- Nermait! me, dear Gio, to add; that Ido. nee knew -whetherthe « 
compliance with: my. wishes could increaſe my love and gra- 
_ tpade/; but that Tam very: fure, no refufal could-diminifts thofe-ſen- 
ments: with which. I fall alvays remain, dear Sir, man THOT BOY 
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of your books, ell bound, for myſelf: all the other copies I gave 
away, as Duke Deſenany drunk out ten dozen of Lord Bolingbroke's 


| praiſed me, and that too warmly. His work is that of a real man of letters, 


| - COR with mock. talent the more . W and an 
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1 oon not procure you a cke for the event without put- 


ing you to the Expence of ten guineas. But I now ſend you ſome- 
W meh more nme, ahh wrill-coftryon'caly u grout.” When 
will your father or you be in town? Deſire Becket to ſend me one : 


ae ee TOE Sno ee I need not 
. oy Sis bf 
: „ ee 10 
„C OE i 9 | | 
Turn over, read, and be delighted. e AF humble ſervant, 
LOTTO RON e „W ad MALLET. 


Pai lu reer ant Cardin que 4e ſatisfaction 83 
ouvrage, dont I auteur m'a fait preſent. Je parle comme fi M. Gibbon 
ne m'avoit'pas loue, et meme un peu trop fort. ai lu le livre d'un 
citoyen du monde, d'un veritable homme de lettres, qui les aime 
pour elles memes, ſans exception ni prevention, et qui joint à beau- 
| „ 85 . coup 
I read with as much eagerneſs as pleaſure the excellent and agreeable work 
with which the author preſented me. I ſpeak. as if Mr. Gibbon had not 


who loves them for their own ſake, without exception or prejudice ; and 


* h 73 impartiality | 


EDWARD GIBBON. — 43 


5 coup Kechrit le bon ſens plus rare que P'eſprit, ain qu'une im- 


partialits qui le rend juſte et modeſte, malgre Vimpreſſion qu il a 
du regevoir des auteurs ſans nombre qu'il a lus, et tres bien lus. 
Jai done devore ce petit ouvrage, auquel je deſirerois e e 
une plus grande Grendue, et 0 je voudrole, faire lire a —_—_ 
monde. 

je temoigne aul A My hy Hervey; Tobligation que j eint al, de 
m' avoir fait connoitre un auteur qui prouve à chaque mot; que 1a 
literature n'eſt ennemie que de Fignorance et destravers, dul merite 
d'avoir des Maty pour amis, et qui d'ailleurs honore et fortifie” nbtre 
langue par Vuſage que ſon eſprit en fait faire. $i j'&tois plus mvant, 
Jappuyerois ſur le ON des e et fur 1 EE gt obſer-- 
ations. | * 
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if 3 My, Hg e947: 
1 5 that dls his Ps: Ba _ Juſtice, in Wan the bias 1 be 
muſt have received from the innumerable authors whom he has read and 
ſtudied. I have therefore peruſed, with the greateſt avidity, 12 little work; 
and wiſh chat it was more excenſive," and read univerſally. Wy 3 855 


I would alſo expreſs my thanks' to Lady Hervey, for Ag me ac⸗ 


quainted with an author who proves in every page that learning is hoſtile 


only to ignorance and prejudice; who deſerves to have a Maty for his 
friend, and who adds honour and ftreogth to obr language by the uſe which 
he ſo ably makes of it. Were If more learned 1 ſhould delle on che merit 
Nees een W Nes om mon ro 50 eee e 245% 
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1 o gpu n in, quanzrs, der eee your «bm- 
3 5 ematic al ſtudice:;.. You. ahh we, you bed end Chairaut's Alge 


E  - © ce three finſt books-of I'Hopital's Conic Sections. Nou 
A du ger mentonthe Elements of Geometry you had peruſed. Whats 
1 os _ ever, they were, whether Euclid's, er by ſome other, you will..do | 
WE} well, if you have not applied yourſelf that way for ſome time 


1 c torgo over them again, an er the concluſions familiar to 
5 5 memory. Y very critical inquiry 


3 into the principles and reaſoning of geometers, till Dr. Simpſon's 
= 95 ef Euelid (now in” the preſs) appears. I would have 
EE Ps. Fou u Ruy that book well; i in the mean time recapitulate Clairaut 
|  .-  IndPlopital, Lo fr as Hen have Gone, and iben go chrough the be- 
ET mainder af the marquis's books with cte. The fifth book will be 
e aden t the unh ue, Sri pen 5. to which 1 
wwe eit pon to proceed, after finſſhing'the Conie SeQtions. The 

' Infiniment petits may want a comment; : Crouſaz has written one, but 
. it is a wretched performance; he'did at underſtand the firft prin- 
Auiules of the ſcience he undertook to illuſtrate; and his geometry 


. . — 
: 


muhews, that he did not underſtand the firſt principles of geometry. 

_ *., = + There is a poſthumous work of M. Varignon's, called Eclairciſſemens 
ETSY nt 410... This will be often 
+>... of uſe to you. However, it muſt be owned, that the notion of the 

minen petite, or Infinitefimalr, as we call them, is too bold an aſ- 
5 ſumption, and too remote from the principles of the ancients, our 
. ꝗ69)!.. . I 
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vals in 4564) hero 


eeed to chap, 18, of the ſame bogk, 5 498 to 5 59s inglulive, where 


you have ſeen the uſe and applieation of this dectrine in the dx 


of Tangents, and in finding the Maxima and Minima of Geomarias 15 oY 


Magnitudes. Annal. det Tnfins pat. Fig and s 


bees have, t the e een 
best. 65 incluſive, you may read Maelauxin's chap. 2, 3, and 4; 


where he fully explains the nature of theſe higher orders of Fluxions, 


and applies the notion to geometrical. figures, Your principles being 


then firmly eſtabliſhed, vou may finiſh M. de l' Hopital. Rt 


Lour next ſtep muſt be to the inverſe method of Huxions, called 5 
by the French calcu} integral, Monſieur de Bougainville has given 
us a treatiſe upon this ſubject, Paris, 1764, 4to. under the title 


Traits du calcul integral pour ſervir de ſuite a I Analyſe des Inſiuiment 
petite. You, ſhould: have it; but though he explains the methods 
hithefto found out for the determination of Fluents from given 


Fluxions, or in che French ſtyle, pour trouver les integralet des dife 


ferences donnets ; yet as he has not ſhewn the uſe and application of 


this Bofpine, u de Ev did, with reſpec to that part which be 
ON! I 31 | | treats | 15 


la abi; . . maden 

mathematicians; He ch banana tenen e b Nn 3 

1 clearly as by Mr. Mala auxin, in- hig F 

| y0u-mill. mars ˙ 2aVeBan- of .tha-mok valuable. 4 LS. 
| in the mathematical and phylies-mathomatival ſciences, I ec = 
mend this author to you 3- but whether you ought- to vead him 
immediately: after M. da l Hopital, may: be a queſtion. 4 think yen = 
may be; ſatisfied-at firſt with reading his introduRion,.and chap · 
| book I. of the grounds of the Method of /Fhixions, and chen pg, 


4 - 


hg: treats of the Method of Infinitefimals, and of the Limits of Ration 
You may then read chap, 1,/book II. 5 697 to 5714 /incluliye; d 

thls you may do immediately after reading the firſt ſyction of the 
Analyſe des Hinimeut petits ; or if you pleaſe, you may poſtyone 3 
critical inquiry into the principles of Infinitelimals and Fluxi 
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. e back i, for that reaſon; not ſo well 
. as ebuld be wiſhed ou may therefore take 
e Cure bock in Alto, prjpted-ar Paris,- 1-700; and entitled, -Merbode 
TK = po e Surfaces, &c. par L Application du Caleul' integral, 
...” © Only I muſt caution/you againſt depending upon him in his fourth 

3 5 ſecdiong where he treats of the centre of oſcillation and percuſſion ; 
TEEN © ho having made ſeveral miſtakes there, as M. de Mairan has ſhewn, 
5 p. 106. Mem. de en p21 ee edit. Nn 1736. After 


* 


535 I have ene eee eee you are = 
„ wo maſter of that language, and becauſe, by their ſtudying 
: — fyle and clearneſs of expreſſion, they ſeem: to me beſt adapted to 
0 beginners. © Our authors are often profound and acute, ac AA 
and neglect of expreſſion,” often perplex beginners. - 


— 


- Mt Mr: Maclaürin, who is very clear; but then he has 4; 4 
_ vaſt variety of matter, that a great part of his book is; on that ac- 


; count, too difficult for a beginner. I might recommend other au- 

ftmors to you, as a courſe of elements; for inſtance, you might 
read Mr. Thomas Simpſon's Geometry, Algebra, Trigonometry, and 
Huxions; all which contain a great variety of good things. In his 
Seometey he departs from Euclid without a ſufficient reaſon. How- 
ve may read him after” Dr. Robert Simſon's Euclid, or 
| together with it, and take notice of what is new in Thomas Simpſon, 
His Algebra you may join with Clairaut ; and the rather that Clairaut 
bas been ſparing of particular problems, and has, beſides, omitted ſe- - 
veral uſeful applications of Algebra. Simpſon's Fluxions may go hand 

5 in hand with PHopital, Maclaurin, Carre, and Bougainville. If you 
eome to have a competent knowledge of theſe authors, you will be 


the Bernoulli's, Dr. Moivre, &c. as your inclination and time will | 
permit. Sir Ifiae Newton's treatiſe: of the Quadrature of Curves has 
deen well commented: by Mr. Stewart, e is of itſelf a good in- 


1 - * , * 
7 228 5 | . F wy o 
* 11 : 
w 
* * * 
% 
_ 
8 T1 
Fo % 
- 
* 
- 
* 
- 
by 
. . C4 
[4 : 
— 
— 
/ 
* a 4 


far advanced, and you' may proceed to the works of Newton, Cotes, 
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* 1 Ng TIE: 4; RR 12 P13 en e ee 


abWa RD — kb „ 
Aragon of Huniehs , Sir Ages Alen bns gd ſeveral - - 
places/by Clairaut, and in more in Maclaurin's Algebra; and New- 


© ton's famous Principia are explained by the. Miwime: acquire et 4, g 
Seur,, Geneva, 4 vols. 40. Cotes is explainediby Don Walmeſſe ©. 
in his Analyſe des Meſures, Sc.) Paris, 40. Lou ſee.you may find 
work enough. bebe e bids me ſuhſeribe myſelf, deat Sir.. 


pe the 4 re 15408 Ste., Lan Seer. „ 


eee ne 1208p pe uin eiae 


2. S. Bus. l tecolled, a lille late, at the books, I have men- 
tioned, excepting Newton's Principia, and the occaſional problems in 

| the. reſt, treat only of the abſtract parts of the Mathematics 3 and 

you are, no doubt, willing to look into the concrete. parts, or what is 
called Mixed Mathematics, and the Phyſico-matbematical Scien 
Of theſe the principal are, mechanics, optics, and aſtronomy... | 8 
che principles of mechanics, M., d Alembert has ne . 
Trabaud's Priuciges du Mouvement et de I. Eguilibne, to nn? . 

and you, cannot do better than to, fwdy, this bock, In Sptie We 5 
have Pr. ꝗmith's Complete Syſtem, a vols. 40. L wiſh. though, we . 
had, a good inſtitution, ſhort and clear; 3 ating: 

into too great details for beginners. However, you may conſider his 
firſt book, or popular Treatiſe, as an Inſtitution, and you will from 
thence, acquire a good deal of knowledge. In aftronomy. I recom 
mend, M. le Monnier's [/yflitutions Aftronomiques, in to. Paris, 1746, 
It is a tranſlation from Keil's Aſtronomical Lectures, but with con- 
ſiderable additions. You ſhould alſo have Caſſini's Element i Aftro- - 
nomie, 2 vols. to. As to the phyſical cauſes of the celeſtial mo- 
tions, after having read Maclaurin's account of Sir Iſaac Newton's 
philoſophical Diſcoveries, and Dr. Pemberton's View of Sir Iſaac's 
Philoſophy, you! may read tlie great author himſelf,” with the com- - 
ment. But if you read Maclaurin's Fluxions throughout, you will 3 
imd many points of Sir Iſaac's philoſophy well explained / there. 
1409 „ - The 
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_ - LETTERSUTO- And! vn 
r Abuse did bo udied in Bir Ia he 
ff; in che Engliſh edition ef "tis Optics; 8. chere ie à branch 
cr optical ſeiences which I have not mentioned, chat is, Fer- 


1 Dr. Brock Taylor's is the beſt ſyſtern, but his ſtyle and 
Erpreſßen 18 embarruſſed an obſelre. L' Abbe de la Caille has alſo 


eiven à good treatiſe uf Ferſpective, at the end of his Oprique'* theſe 


5 are of uſe to painters ; but che theory of mathematical n 


in general is more extenſive, and has been well treated of by old 
writers, Clavius, Aguillonius, Tacquet, and De Chules : and lately 


Ye al Mannen given a memdbir among thoſe of the Acad. Roy. 
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Be ef Paris, *dti#b Ty, fur le caleul des projecrious en ge- 
tefal. This fubject is neeeſſury for che underſtanding ef the theory 
ef maps and Planiſpheres. Mathematicians have ulſe applied tlieir 
de che cheery bf ſounds and taufe. Br. Saiter s 1-0 rye 

incipal 'book-of 'the kind. iet en ie ieqio pitt ache pod! ro. 
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5 have I ive you-ſbinefactoint of the babe den) 
_ afithors/tn che different branches ef mathematical knowledge, and 
ir were much to be wifhedl chat wre bad a eomplete iuſtitution, or 
euren of un lee tinte o a msdetate fte, "which might ſerve 'as 
u intredüction to all che good origin atrtHorz. Wolfius attempted 
dis; Mie Astentlon vas audible, but nis bock is fo full ef errors ot 
the preſs, beſides ſeme ef hib own, chat I eannet recommend him 
ton beginner. He might be uſed-Oceaftonally for- the Hgnäfieation 
of terme; and for many hiftörzeat fache velating de mathemzties; 
und, and oy Ee ern Pane, which 
is uſefül. ee Si ls Aug 110 Geib cer 
nets I hare mentioned, it might W 1 
Have M. Montucla s Hure det Mathembtigques,: in to. 2 vols. Nou 
and ſome account of che prineimal authors relating to-this fbjeR. 
I. mentioned to you in converſation, the ſuperior elegante of the 
Sen 9 e $0-examine this 
7 1 8 Point, 
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point, after being well verſed) in Euchd, you may proceed to Dr, | 

_ Simon's Conic Sections; "and te form an idea of che antient analy½œl  ___ 

or method of inveſtigating the ſolution of geometrical problems, read od DET 
- Euclid's Data, which Dr. Simſon will publiſh, together with his new CES 

_ edition of Euclid ; and then.read his Loci Plan, in qto. Thedegance e 
of the method of the ancients is confeſſed; but it ſeems to require the 

remembrance of a great multitude of propoſitions, and iti complicated 5 

eee, eee ee e e 
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. "4DB/AR MADAM, a Par ang: | Pane, a us. 1763. 

* Wen rare th weary re have a — —— 1 

I ought net to leave you” any” of the ſecond. A proper of 55 

bro our definitive one was figned here yeſterday, and chis morn- 3 
ing che Duke of Bridgewater and Mr. Neville went for London | 

wich the news of it. The plenipotentiaries at up till ten o'clock 

kth orig; at die aibalſador of Spain's ball, and ihen went to | 


fign this treaty, which regulates che fate of Europe. 

Paris, in moſt reſpects, has fully anſwered my expectations. 1 
have a number of very good acquaintance, which increaſe every 
day; for nothing is ſo eaſy as the making them here; Inſtead of 
complaining of the want of them, I begin already to think of mak- 
ing a choice. Next Sunday, for inſtance, I have only three invita- 
tions to dinner. Either in the houſes you. are already acquainted, 
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* von met with people who aſk you to come and Si 
©. of your friends offer themſelves.to:introduce you. When I ſpeak of 
theſe connections, I mean chiefly, for dinner and the evening Sup- 

pers, as het, I am pretty much a ſtranger to, and I fancy ſhall con 

-  tinue ſo; for Paris is divided into two ſpecies, who have but Uttle 
communication with each other. The one, who is chiefly. con- 
. nefted with the men of letters, dine very much at home, areglad to 


= 5 ſee their friends, and paſs the evenings till about nine, in agreeable 


and rational converſation. The others are the moſt faſhionable, ſup 
8 in numerous parties, and always play, or rather game, both before 
. "and after ſupper. You may eaſily gueſs which ſort ſuits me beſt. 
Indeed, Madam, we may ſay what we pleaſe of the frivolity of the 
French, but I do aſſure you, chat ina fortnight paſſed at Paris, I 


TIES 5 5 5 have heard more converſation worth remembering, and ſeen more 


of baer among uf poop of fakion than Flad done in to 


winters in London. 5 


Es © N | | 
15 Amongſt my e ieee b ede b ty Helvetius, 
* che author oß the famous bock de / Aprit. 1 met him at dinner at 
Madame Geoffrin's, where he took great notice of me, made me a 
viſit next day, has eper ſince treated me, not in a, polite but a 
friendly manner. Beſides being a ſenſible. man, an agreeable com- 
panion, and the Worthieſt creature in the world, he has a very pretty 
wife, an hundred thouſand livres a year, and one of the beſt tables 
in Paris. The only thi g I. diſlike in him is his great attachment to, 
and admiration for, , whoſe character is indeed at Paris 
beyond any thing you can conceive. To the great civility of this 

. foreigner, Who was not obliged to take the leaſt ee I muſt 
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7; ets SIR, BASIL £3 543 3-06: + Phot n 6. 
1 258. your in BR ve W after its date, owing, as | 
I apprehend, to Mr. Foley's negligence. My direction is, 2 - 
 Monfieur Monſieur Gibbon, Gentilbomme Anglois d Þ Hotel de Lon- 
ares, rue de Columbier, Fauxbourg St. Germains, 4 Paris You ſee Tam 
ſtill in that part of the town; and indeed from all the intelligence 
could collect, I ſaw no reaſon to change, either on account of cheap- 
neſs or pleaſantneſs. Madame Bontems, Mrs. Mallet's friend, and 
A Marquis de Mirabeau, (I got acquainted with at her houſe,) have 
acted a very friendly part; though all their endeavours have * 
ſerved to convince me that Paris is unavoidably a very dear plac 75 
am ſorry to find my Engliſh cloaths look very foreign. The Freneh 
are now exceſſively long - waiſted. At preſent we are in mourning | 
for the Biſhop. of Liege, the king's uncle; and expect ſoon another 
of a ſingular nature, for the old Pretender, who. i is very. ill. They 
mourn for him, not as a crowned head, but as a relation of the 
king 8. I am doubtful how the Engliſh here will behave; indeed 
we can have no difficulties, {i ince we. need only follow the example 
of the Duke of Bedford, . 
l haye now paſſed nearly a month in this place, 2 44 can n fay with 
| truth, that it has anſwered my moſt ſanguine expectatibns. The 
| buildings of every kind, the libraries, the public diverſions, take up 
12 a great Hort of my time; and I have already found ſeveral houſes, 
; where it is both very eaſy and very agreeable to be acquainted. 
Lady Harvey's recommendation to Madame Geoffrin was a moſt 
excellent ane. Her houſe is a very. good one; regular dinners there 
every Wedneſday, and the beſt company of Paris, in men of letters 
and people of faſhion. It was at Ther” houſe L connected myſelf with 
3 2 ä | . M. Helvetius, 
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| 2 Helvetlus, whoz: from his heart, his head, and bis fortune, is a 


LETTERS: TO AWD FROM 


moſt valuable T NIE Ot 
At his houſe I was W 0 tothe Pha d'Olbach, 5 is a 
man of parts and fortune, and has two dinners every week. The 


other houſes I am known in, are the Ducheſs d'Aiguillon's,, Madame 


12 Comteſſe de Froulay's, Madame du Bocage, Madame Boyer, 


MI. le Marquis de Mirabeau, and M. de . Foucemagn, . All theſe 
G people bone their different merit; in ſome I meet with good din- 


ners; in others, ſocieties for the evening; and in all, good ſenſe, 


: entertainment, and civility. ;. which, as I have no favours. to aſk, or 


buſineſs to tranſact with them, is ſufficient for me. Their men of 


_ letters are as affable and communicative as, I expected. My letters 


to them did me no harm, but were very little neceſſary, My book 
had been of great ſervice. to me, and the compliments I have re- 
ved upon it would make me inſufferably vain, if I laid any ſtreſs 


on them. When I take notice of the civilities L have received, I muſt 
take notice too of what 1 have ſeen of a contrary behaviour. Nou 
know how much I always built upon the Count de Caylus: he has 
not been of the leaſt uſe to me. With great difficulty I have ſeen 


him, and that is all. I do not, however, attribute his behaviour to 
pride, or diſlike to me, but. ſolely to the man's general character, 
which ſeems to be a very odd one. De la Motte, Mrs, Mallet's 
friend, has behaved very drily to me, though I have dined with 
him twice. But I can forgive him a great deal, in conſideration of 
his having introduced me to M. d'Augny (Mrs. Mallet's ſon). Her 


men are generally angels or devils ; but here I really think, without | 


being very prone to admiration, that ſhe has ſaid very little too much 
of him. As far as I can judge, he has certainly an uncommon degree - 
of underſtanding and knowledge, and, I believe, a great fund of 


k honour and probity. We are very much together, and I think our 


intimacy ſeems to be growing into a friendſhip. Next Sunday we 
go to Verkailles ; the king's guard is 9 A a detachment from 


N £ Paris, 
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Paris, which la a te ences 
Command, it is a very good occaſion for me to ſee the palace. I 
| ſhall not neglect, at the ſame time, mur Sears roll 
2 _—_ of the French diſcipline. - e 
The great news at eee ati 
_ perſon. from the Iſle of France in the Eaſt Indies. An obſcure 
Frenchman, who. was lately come into the iſland, being very ill, and 
Em ROOD 
of a great burden he had upon it, and declared to ſeveral people, he 
was the acoomplice of Damien, and the very perſon who held the 
horſes. Unluckily for him, the man recovered after this declaration, 
was immediately ſent priſoner to Paris, and is juſt landed at Port 
Orient, from whence he is daily expected here, to unravel the 
whole myſtery of that dark affair. This ſtory (which at firſt was 
| e Rt etl I eg N er er , e nn 
founded on real fac. | 1 2 

A lady of Miſs Caryll's * 
incloſed letter to her. Lou will be ſo good as to ſend it over to Lady- 
holt. I bope I need ſay nothing of my ſentiments towards our 
IR gern is own any yaa 


Lan, der Sr moſt Rasen yours, | ot 
| bo anon 
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I. GIBBON | fo Mr. Horrors at Lauſanne. 
n a 


kA Boran RS. | BoxoMBan wailiop be 1764. 
T <a 55 time taken up with ſeeing places, & e- 
©." &c. &c, are excellent excuſes; but I fancy you will gueſs 
hat my lazineſs and averſion to writing to my beſt friend are the 
real n. and: * . — will have Saen 9 RT S169 
A en eee een ſuites of rooms without a ſoul to 
interrupt us, and ſecluded from the reſt of the univerſe. We hall 


_ fit down in a moment to ſupper, attended by all the Count's houſe- 


bold. This is the fine fide of the medal: turn to the reverſe. We 
are got here wet to the ſkin ; we have crawled about fine gardens 
which - rain and fogs prevented our ſeeing; and if-to-morrow does 
not hold up a little better, we ſhall be in ſome doubt whether we 
can ſay we have ſeen theſe famous iſlands. Guile. ſays yes, and 1 
ſay no. The Count is not here; we have our ſupper from a paultry | 
hedge alehouſe, (excuſe the bull, ) and the ſervants have offered us 
beds in the palace,” purſuant to their maſter's directions. 
I hardly think you will like Turin; the court is old and dull; 

ard in that country every one follows the example of the court. 
The principal amuſement ſeems to be, driving about in your coach | 


in the evening, and bowing to the people you meet. If you go 
while the Royal Family is there, you have the additional pleaſure - 


of ſtopping to ſalute them every time they paſs. I had that advan- 
tage fifteen times one afternoon. We were preſented to a lady who 


Keeps a public aſſembly, and a very mournful one it is; the few 


women that go to it are each taken up by their ciciſbeo ; and a poor 


Engliſhman, who can neither talk Piedmontois nor play at Faro, 


"nds | ſtands 
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. Rands by himſelf without one of their haughty nobility doing him 
the honour of ſpeaking to him. You muſt not attribute this account 
to our not having ſtaid long enough to form connęctions. It is a . 
general complaint of our countrymen, except of Lord + 4, who N 
has been engaged for about two years in the ſervice of a lady, 
whoſe long noſe is her moſt diſtinguiſhing fine feature. The moſt 
ſociable women I have met with are the king's daughters. I chatted 
for about a quarter of an hour with them, talked about Lauſanne, 
and grew ſo very free and eaſy, that I drew my ſnuff-box, rapped +. 
it, took ſnuff twice (a crime never known before in the preſence 
chamber), and continued my diſcourſe in my uſual attitude of my _ 
body bent forwards, and my fore finger ftretched out *. As it might- 
however have been difficult to keep up this acquaintance, I chiefly 
_ employ my time in ſeeing places, which fully repaid. me in pleaſure 
the trouble of my journey. What entertained me the moſt, was the 
muſeum and the citadel. The firſt is under the care of a M. Bartoli, 
who received us, without any introduction, in the politeſt manner 
in the world, and was of the greateſt ſervice to us, as I dare ſay he 
will be to you. The citadel is a ſtupendous work; and when you 
have ſeen the ſubterraneous part of it, you will ſcarcely think it poſ- 
ſible ſuch a place can ever be taken. As it is however a regular one, 
it does not pique my curioſity ſo much as thoſe irregular fortifica- 
tions hewn out of the Alps, as Exiles, Feneſtrelles, and the Brunette 
would have done, could we have ſpared the time neceſſary. Our 
next ſtage from Turin has been Milan, where we were mere ſpecta. 
tors, as it was not worth while to endeavour at forming connections 
for ſo very few days. I think you will be ſurpriſed at the great 
church, but infinitely more ſo at the regiment of Baden, which is in 
the citadel. Such ſtcadineſs, ſuch alertneſs in the men, and ſuch 
This attitude continued to be chatacteriſlie of Mr. Gibbon. The engraving in 
the frontiſpiece of the Memoirs is taken from the figure of Mr. Gibbon cut with 
ſciſars by Mrs. Brown thirty years after the date of this: letter. Ihe extraordin 


- talents of this lady have furniſhed as complete a likeneſs of Mr. Gibbon, as to perſon, 
face, and manner, as can be conceived; yet it was done in his abſene. 8. 


g 3 K 2 5 f exactneſs 


RS TO AND PROM 


2 (( Next Filday - 
n I I ſhall fee the regiment reviewed by General Serbelloni. Perhaps 
I may write a particular letter about it. From Milan we proceed 
| +. to Genoa, and thence to Florence. You ſtare—But really we find 
s do inconvenient to travel like mutes, and to loſe a number of 
—_ curious things for want of being able to aſſiſt our eyes with our 
2 tongues, that we have reſumed our original plan, af — 
—_ garage RS Stang 
; x | | "Rs SY 3 r Wa : Miran, May 180, — 
. . Cue next t morning was not fair, but however we were able to- 
7 take a view of the iſlands, which, by the help of ſome i imagination, 

we conclude to be a very delightful, though not an enchanted place. 
| I would certainly adviſe you to go there from Milan, which you 
may very well perform in a day and half. Upon our return, we 
| found Lord Tilney and ſome other Engliſh i in their way to Venice. 

We heard a melancholy piece of news from them : Byng died at | 

Bologna a few days ago. of a fever. Rt. am dure T9 will be all very 


forry to hear it. 12 

. ee volume pf news iy Oolong e in 3 2 8 
* in particular to che alliance of the Ducheſs with. the Frog. Is it 
already concluded. How does the bride look after her great revo- 

lution? Pray embrace her and the adorable, if you can, in both our 
names; and aſſure them, as well as all the Spring *,/ that we talk of 
wem very often, but particularly of a Sunday; and that we are ſo 
diſconſolate, that we have neither of us commenced cicifbeos as yet, 
whatever we may do at Florence. We have drank the Ducheſs's 
_ health, not forgetting the little woman on the top of Mount Cenis, in 
the middle of the Lago Maggiore, &c. &c. eee eee | 1 

of the ſaid little woman. Who is my ſucceſſor? I think „ 4 + 

had began to fupplant me before I went. 1 ecpect your anſwer at 

1 and * perſon at Rome; which the Lord grant. Amen. 
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At DEAR HOLROYD,. * ? raven, Oftober 3 ft, 1765. 


| W. did I not leave e Marſeilles ? For a very 

plain reaſon: | becauſe I did not go to Marſeilles. But, as yo 
have moſt judieiouſly added, why did not I ſend one? Humph. I 
own that nonpluſſes me a little. However, hearken to my hiſtory. 
After revolving a variety of plans, and ſuiting them as well as 


peooſfible to time and finances, Guiſe and I at laſt agreed to paſs from | 


Venice to Lyons, ſwim down the Rhone, wheel round the ſouth of 
France, and embark at Bourdeaux. Alas! At Lyons. I received 
letters which convinced me that L ought no longer to deprive, my 
eountry of one of her greateſt ornaments. Unwillingly, Lobeyed, 
left Guiſe to execute alone the remainder of our plan, paſſed about 
ten delicious days at Paris, and arrived in England about the end of 
June, Guiſe followed me about two months. afterwards, as I was: 
informed by an epiſtle from him, - which, to his great aſtoniſhment, 
F immediately anſwered. Lou perceive there is, ſtill ſome virtue 
amougſt men. Euempli gratil, your letter i is dated Vienna;'OQober 
12th, 1765; it made its appearance at Beriton, Medneſday evening, 
October 155 405 Lam at this ee eg. ſitting in my WRT 

Bete . rte you il at Bein it not, 1 8 vou 
take e care t that your letters ſhould followyyou.. This ideal march to 
Berlin is the only one I can make at preſent. I am under command; 

and were I to talk of a third fally as yet, I know ſome certain people 
who would think it juſt as ridiculous, as the third ſally of the re- 
Nn b All I ever hoped for was, to be able to ke 


Hm . | the 


5 


„ 


dhe feld onee more, after lying quiet a ebe of yen I muſt 
own that your JOEY your tour in ſo complete a manner gives 
me a little ſelfiſh  _ Tf I make a ſummer's eſcape to Berlin, 1 
cannot hdpe for the San bene I flattered myſelf with. I am forry 
however I have ſaid ſo anuch; bnt as it is difficult to encreaſe your 
Honour's proper notions of your own perfections, I will een let it 
Rand; Indeed 1 owed you ſomething for your accotint of the fa- 
| Fourable reception my book has met with. I ſee there are people of 
taſte at Vienna, and no longer wonder at your liking it. Since the 
court is fo agreeable,” a thorough reformation muſt have taken place. 
The ſtiffneſs of the Auſtrian etiquette, and the haughty magnificence 
of the Hungarian princes, muſt have given way to more civilized 
4 ts. Tou have (uo doubt) informed yourſelf. iof che forces and 
| revenues of the empreſs, -I think (however unfaſhionably) we 
always eſteemed her. Have you loſt or improved that opinion. 
Princes, like pictures to be admited, muſt be ſeen in their proper 
Point of view, eee ee ans.” NOTES , 
5 Nos e oem eee n 5 F Nie 
I need not deſire you to pay a ary OP TIRE to the Aultrlin 
and Pruſſian diſcipline.” Lou have been bit by a mad ſerjeant as well 
as myſelf; and when we meet, we ſhall run over every particular | 
Which we can approve, blame, or imitate. Since my arrival, I 
| have aſſumed the auguſt character of Major, received returns, iſſued | 
«orders, &c. &c. &c. I do not intend you ſhall have the honour of 
| reviewing my troops next ſummer. Three fourths of the men will 
be recruits ; and during my Pilgrimage, diſcipline ſeems to have been 
relaxed. But I ſummon you to fulfil another engagement. Make 
me a viſit next ſummer. Vou will find here a bad houſe, a pleaſant 
country in ſummer, ſome books, and very little Arange company. 
Such a plan of life for two or three months muſt, I ſhould imagine, 


© ſuit a man who has been for as many years ſtruck from one end of 


e At leaſt 1 judge of you by 
| . myſelf, 


DID GIBBON: | 


- myſelf, . I always loved a quiet, ſtudious, indolent-ife; but 1 
enjoyed the charms of it ſo truly, as ſince my return from an agree- 
able but fatiguing courſe of motion and hurry. However I ſhall 
bear of your arrival, which can ſcarcely be ſo ſoon as. January 1766, 
and ſhall probably have the misfortune of meeting you in town ſoon 
after. We may then ſettle any plans for the enſuing campaign. "oy 
En attendant, (admire me, this is the only ſcrap of foreign lingo I 
have imported into this epiſtle—if vou had ſeen that of Guiſe to 
mel) let me tell-you a piece of Lauſanne news. Nanette Grand is | 
married to Lieutenant-colonel. Prevot. Grand wrote to me; and by 
the, next. poſt. I congratulated both father and daughter. There is 
exaQneſs for you. The Curchod (Madame Necker). I faw at Paris. 
She was very fond c of me, and the buſband particularly « civil. - Could 
they inſult me more etuelly? Aſk me every evening to ſupper ; ; go 
to bed, and leave me alone with his wife—what a an impertinent ſecu- 
rity! it is making an old lover of mighty little conſequence. She is 
| as handſome as ever, and much gentecler ; ſeems pleaſed with her 
fortune rather than proud of it. I as (perhaps indiſcreetly enough) 
exalting Nanette d'Illens's good luck and the fortune... What fortune? 
(faid ſhe, with an air of contempt) — not above twenty thouſand 
livres Fea: TY ſmiled, and the caught herſelf immediately.— 
5 What airs I give myſelf in deſpiſing twenty thouſand livres a- year, 
« who a ot ago looked upon eight hundred as che ſummit of my | 
1 * wiſhes. | | 
I muſt end this 6805 ſerawl. 14 me hear from you: 1 think 
i deſerve it. Believe me; Dear Holroyd, I ſhare in all your pleaſures 
and feel all your misfortunes. Poor Bolton! T faw it in the newſ- 
paper. Is Ridley with you? I ſuſpect not: but if he is, aſſure him 


I do not forget him though d he does me.  Adiev; and believe _ 
moſt a ax ava rg TY 
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[HAPPENED to-night to 00 to fumbl : very odd piec iec e of inet 


or in the St. James's $ 105 roni 7 it "telated" tc to the n marriage 


4 44 


A "certain Montieur Olroy'*, N Captain 'of Halt 1 do 
ot know hoy it t came into my, head that this this Captain of Hu Mars 


t /. 5111 


| vas not unknown, to me, "and 1 he might : polſibly be : an acquaint- - 


"$1 e 1 


None 


ance © of yours. "HY am not miſtaken. i in my W Pray give 
64 1 41 nn f 3 
my compliments to him, and. tell bim from me, 


at T am at leaſt as 
well Pleaſed that. he is married 25 if 1 were Jo wle Affure 12 74 
however, [that though. as a philoſopher I m may p prefer e) , yet 
A ; politician I think i it highly proper that. the foe ; Gould be 
gated by the uſual method; affure, him even that T am convinced, 
that if celibacy ' is expoſed to fewer wiſeries, 1 marriage « an alone pro- 
miſe. real happineſs, ſince, domeſtic enjoyments are the fource of 
every other good. May ſuch happineſs, which | 1s beſtowed 0 on. "fer, 
be x given. to him ; 3 the tranſient blellings 'of beauty, and the more 


Sy = 


| durable ones of fortune, good ſenſe, and an amiable diſpolition. 


- T-can. eafily conceive, and as saſily excule you, if you. have 


thought mighty little this winter of your poor ruſticated friend. 1 


have been confined ever ſinee Chriſtmas, and confined, by a ſucceſſion | 
of very melancholy. occupations. I had ſcarcely arrived at Beriton, 
where I propoſed ſtaying only about a fortnight, when a brother, of 


| Mrs. Gibbon's died unexpectedly, though after a yery long and painful ; 


Mneſs We were ſcarcely recovered from the confuſion which ſuch 
an TITRE "ROE produce in a family, when eater geo e | 


* The name was fo pet in the newſpapers HK 1 
| geroully 


5 would better raiſe 
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geroully/ ill, and/;with ſome! intervals has continued ſo ever. ſince. 
can aſſure you, my dear Holroyd, that the ſame event appears in 
a very different light when the danger is ſerious and immediate; or 

when, in the gaiety of a tavern dinner, we affe& an inſenſibility that 
would do us no great honour were it real. My father is now much 


better; but L have ſince been affailed by a ven ſtroke | 
a friend. You remember, perhaps, an "of our: militia, whom 
I ſometimes uſed to compare to yourſelf. Indeed, the compariſon 
would have done honour to any one. His feelings were tender and 
noble, and he was always guided by them : his principles were juſt 
and generous, and he acted up to them. I ſhall ſay no more, and 
you will excuſe my having ſaid ſo much, of a man with whom you 
were unacquainted; but my mind 1s juſt now ſo very full of him, 
that I cannot eaſily talk, or even think, of any thing elſe. If I Eno] 
you right, you will not be offended at my wealngſ . | 
What rather adds to my uneaſineſs, is the neceſſity I am under of 
joining our militia the day after to-morrow, | Though the lively . 
| hurry of ſuch a ſcene might contribute to divert my ideas, yet 
evety circumſtance of i it, a and the Place itlelf, (Ehieh w that of his 
| reſidence,) will giv me many a painful moment. 1 know nothing 
my Tpirr pirits than 2 viſit from you; the requeſt may 
appear unſeaſonable, ba I think I have heard you ſpeak of an uncle 
i had near Southampton. At all events, . hope you, will ſnatch : a 


AHF 7 5 OL 
moment to write to me, and give me ſome account « of your preſent 


ation and future deſigns. As you. are now fettered, I thoyld « ex- 

pet you will not be 5 bie et "ubique , * as you 1 2 been ſince | 
your arrival in England,” 1 ſtay a at Sethe From the ſirſt to 
the, twenty-eighth of May, and then propoſe making a ſhort viſit to 
town: if you are any where in tlie neighbourhood: of it, "You i may 
depend upon ſeeing me. I ſhall then concert mneaftires for ſeeing a 


* The motto of the regiment called n Foreſters, in which Mr. Holroyd had 
been Captain, 
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1 | hid mere of jou nest winter] than 1 have lately" done, as I hope to 
. . dake a pretty long ſpell in town. I ſuppoſe Guife has often fallen in 


A your way ke has never once written to me, nor 1 to him: in the 
—_ countty'we'wanr materials,” and in London we want time. I ought 
_ a. I you even want time to read my unmeaning ſcraw!. 


ſhy dear Holroyd, that it is _ u n 
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| j 5 RECEIVED | your agreeable mille FAY two- days a ago ; and am 
1 5 glad to find that, after all your errors, you are at laſt a ſettled man. 
=_ I 46 moſt fincerely regret that ix is not in my power to obey your 
—_ immediate ſummons. Some very particufar buſineſs. will not at 


V preſent permit me to be long abſent from Beriton. The fame 

WEEN: duſineſs will, carry me to town, about the ſixth of next month, for 
_—_— | ſome days. On my return, 1 do really hope and intend to ſtorm 
_— - your caſtle before Chriſtmas, as 1 preſume you will hardly remove 
=O 5 ſooner. I ſhould be g zlad to meet ' Cambridge; but the plain diſh ö 
% friendſhip il ay we. Aiden the falbaing of Attic wit. Do 

| ua hel, thing of Guiſe ? eee eee 
: 4 the Ruſſians? We have a bed at your ſervice. Fa. * 
„ ee eee WRT nr you; bee 
5 me, ener n 4 ' : 
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DEAR bib E ene Der. 2x6 156g. 
rs dzmon, the enemy of friendſhip, ſeems to have determined 
F chat we ſhall not meet at Sheffield-Place. I was fully reſolved 
to make atnends for my lazy ſeruples, and to dine with you te. | 
motrow; when I received a letter this day from my father, "which — © 
irreliſtibly draws me to Beriton for about ten days. The'aboves | 
mentioned dzmon, though he may defer my projects, ſhall not 
- however diſappoint them. Since you intend to YH winter in 
retirement, it will be a far greater compliment to quit active, gay, 5 
political London, than the drowfy deſart London of the hohdays. 
But I retract. 7 > 9" 671-4 ep ee ED 1 
| dun incey youre. - „ 
' lag 
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DEAR HOLROYD, | Odober 6, 175 1. 

I sir down to anſwer your epiſtle, after taking a very pleaſant 
ride,—A ride! and upon what? Upon a horſe. — You lie !—I I ; 
don't. I have got a droll little poney, and intend. to renew the long | 

forgotten {raced of equitation, as it was known in the world before 

37 2 | the 


= — 
! rn nn A A a oe es — Ce 
LY c 
of » 


a tren TSA ER 


the ſecond 8 June of the year of our Lord one thouſand ſeven dun- 


dred and ſixty-three. As I uſed to reaſon againſt riding, ſo I can 
now argue for i it; and indeed the principal uſe I know in human 
reaſon i is, when. called upon, to furniſh arguments for what we ad 


an inclinatiort to do. ac we e e 59) 


an by preſuming to So that 1 am of no. uſe . 


F here d. en e of nan uſe? Laſt week J. ſold all my hops, 
and I believe well, at nine guineas a bundred, to, a yery reſponſible 


man. Some people think I might dane got more at Weyhill Fair, 


but that- ould. haye been an additional cxpence,, and a great un- 
certainty. Our qugntity has diſappointed us very much ; but L think, 
| that beſides hops for the family, there will not be leſs than Foo l. 


no contemptible ſum off thirteen ſmall acres, and two of them planted 


laſt year only. week Let a little farm i in Petersfield by auction, 


and. propoſe; raifing it FR, Ag 40, 30 me and . 
Gibbon of no uſe ? 555 e ile . 


To be ſerious; I have but one ld for celiting your vation: 


and my own wiſhes ; that is, Mrs. Gibbon I left nearly alone all laſt 


winter, and hall do the fame this. She ſubmits very cheerfully to 
that ſtate of ſolitude; but, on ſounding her, F am convinced that 


ſhe would think it unkind were I to leave her at preſent. I know 
vou ſo well, that I am fure you will acquieſce in this reaſon; and let 
me make my next viſit to Sheffield-Place from town, which I think | 


may be a little before Chriſtmas. I ſhould like to hear ſomething of 
the preciſe time, duration, and « extent Pe OT Se Ws. 


. 
- * * © 
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n, 
eee Saxon, ” e hey of tions Ia, i770 


1 would ill become 'me to reproach a dilatory correſpondent ; 


| RQuis tulerit Gracchos de 1 querentes ? 
eſpecially when that correſpondent had given me hopes of under- 

taking a very troubleſome expedition for my ſole advantage. Yet 
thus much I may fay, that I am obliged very ſoon to go to town 
upon other buſineſs, which, in that hope, I have hitherto deferred. 
If by next Sunday I have no anfwer, or if I hear that your journey 
to Denham is put off /ine die, or to a long day, I ſhall on Monday 
ſet off for London, and wait . future v will with 498250 Hopes. : 
Goh Adieu. 
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1 ſudden change from the ſobriety of Sheffield- Place to the irre- 

gularities of this town, and to the wicked company of Wilbra- 
ham, Clarke, Damer, &c. having deranged me a good deal, I am 
forced to employ one of my ſecretaries to acquaint you with a piece 


of news I know. nothing about myſelf. It is certain, ſome extra- 


ordinary intelligence is arrived this morning from Denmark, and as 


FER that the levee, was Tuddealy' prevented by it. Nies N | 


of 


*, 


errang re G FROM: . 1 5 


DES FO nn are vuiouſty and obſcurely told. It is ſaid, that 

| tte king had raiſed a little phyſician to the rank of miniſter and Gany- 
male; ſuch a madadminiſtrayop had ſo diſguſted all the nobility, hat 

4 the fleet and army had roſe, and ſhut up the king in his palace. Za 

Reine fe trouue melee la dedans ; and it is reported that ſhe js,confined, 

but whether in conſequence o of the inſurrection, or ſome other cauſe, 

is not agreed. bene ene 04 e ghody ye 


underſtands. . R le rolle Enron 
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in $, 10 o'clock, Monday gight, b. 351 77%, 
int, A 
1 "LOVE, 1 an — 2 every member of Shethield;Place; even 
5, | my great enemy Datch, to whom you will pleaſe to convey my 
5 IS ſincere wiſhes, that no fimpleton may wait on him at dinner, that his 
ps _ wiſe papa may not ſhew him any pictures, and that his much wiſer | 
mamma may chain him han aud foot, in direct contradiQtion. to 
15 Magna Charta and the bill of rights. 
Ił i difficult to write news, becauſe there is none: Parliamentt is 
perfectly quiet; and 1 think that Barre, who is juſt now playing at 
. whiſt in the room, wall not have exerciſe of the lungs, except, per- 
: haps, on a meſſage much. talked of, and ſoon expedted, to recommend | 
i the wiſdom of the Houſe of Commons. to provide. a proper 
| 5 future remedy againſt the i roper marriages of the younger 
; branches of the Royal Family. The noiſe of % * „ * Is ſubſided, 


| „i Say, ate 07 3 4 
but there was ſome foundation for i It. LAKE ws expences in his 
31 *#{fi LIN 
bold e were vet unpaid by gavernment. The, bg threat- 
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We * The ane by which me child called u. at i 
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0] afaines the patriot, receive@a-fop;:and-again ſunk into the ö 
courtier. As to Denmark, it ſeems now that the king, who was 
totally unſit for government, has otily paſſed. from the hands of his 
queen wife, to thoſe of his queen niotlier- in- lar. „ * is ſaid 
to have indulged a very vgguα¹taſte in her amouts. She would not 
de adminteÞ jnto the Puncheon, 'wherice theygiaitlemen proprietors 
extlude all beauty, unleſs unſpotted and immaculate (tautology by 
the bye). The gentlemen proprietorr, on the other hand, are friends 
and patrons of the leopard beuuties.  Advertifinng challenges have = 
paſſed between the two great factions, and a bloody battle is expeRed 
Weaneſtey night.” A propos, the Pantheon, in point of engel and 
ce," # the wonder ef the eightevhth century and of the 
NS _— 5  SOHT pil! we 5518507 44 in BY , 
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The Same to the Same. 
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Boop z's, Saturday night, Feb. 8, . 
Wet u ey lie b che bell tells me that I have not above 
ten minutes left, I employ them with pleaſure in congratu- 
you on the late victory of our dear mamma the Church of 
| 7 "Ste had Halt Thurſday feventy-one rebellious ſons, who 
pretended to tet allde Ber win on account of infanity': but two hun- 
dred and {eventeen worthy champions, headed by Lord North, 
Burke, Hans Stanley, Charles 'Fox, Godfrey Clarke, &c. though 
they allowed the thirty-nine clauſes of her teſtament were abſurd 
and unreaſonable, Tupported the validity of it with infinite humour, 
By the bye, + + #* * #, * prepared himſelf for that holy war, by 
paſſing twenty-two Hours in the'þlous exercife of Hazard; his devo- 
ions colt him only about 500 . fer hour in all 11, 0 l. „ # * 
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e — ie eee * 
warrant it, that . *; by ai Of paying his court to * * * *, 
has loſt this winter 12, 000 l. Ho A long to be rvined?!) ;1; {14 
| »/There are two county conteſta, Bir Thomas Egerton and Colonel | 

Townley-in;Lancaſhirey: afier the) chunty had for ſome time gone 

_ a-begging. In Salop, Sir Watkin, ſupported by Lord Gower, hap- 
pened by a punctilio to diſoblige Lord Craven, who told us laſt night, 
chat he had not quite 9000 l. a- year in that county, and who has ſet 

up Pigot againſt him. Xou. may fuppoſe we all wiſh for aer 
againſt that black devil. & bitk HDE 2899 199 in deen ed Is IE] 
I am forty your journey is deferred. . , Compliments to Datch.... As 

| he isnow.in-durancey; great. minds forgive their enemies, gh I box 
. he may be releaſed by this n eee l. 1161 


| DOE ode aye, is gone. Hans Stanley lays, it is 
r Fong Es. 


% 


# 
Y - i-q*, 
A 55 \ 6 3 Ar, 2 e 


Ne XXVII. 
- re gs be ane 4 
Ewan GO Efe. to J. B. HorxorD H T | 
"Fs > 1135 STE wy 12; r {0903 ee x tt es; 


YD 135 1 
5 Anne Is 1839 123 20 abi, . 31 af 1 e (+ 177 . 


- one un papers, and, plans aniyed ſafe, in town laſt night, and. 924 


be in your bands in their intacd Virgin ſtate in a day or Fg 
Conſider them at leiſure, if that word- i is known i in the rural, lif fe. 


Unite, divide, but (above all) Tajfe. . Bring them. to London with 
you: I wait your orders ; nor ſhall l, for fear of tumbling, take. 2 
| ſingle ſtep. till your arrival, Fhich, on many A6cOunts, I hope will 
ng deferred. A pg 
5 e ſtill hover over the horizon of Poon, "The 125 


renn 


. 0. 


EDWARD GIBBON: Flute, oY 
exactly, in the foreign papers. ehe feeret iprings of it ill remain 


unknown. The town indeed ſeems at preſent quite tired of the 


ſubject. The Princeſs's death, her character, and what ſhe left, 
esgroſs the converſation. She died without à will; and as her 
ſavings were generally diſpoſed of in charity, the ſmall remains of 
her perſonal fortune will make a trifling object when divided 
among her children. Her favourite the Princeſs of B. very properly 
inſiſted on the king's immediately ſealing up all the papers, to 
ſecure her from the idle reports which would be ſo readily ſwal- 
lowed by the great Engliſh monſter. The buſineſs of Lord and 
Lady * * * is finally compromiſed, by the arbitration of the 
Chancellor and Lord + + * #» ». He gives her 1200 l. a-year 
ſeparate maintenance, and 1 Foo l. to ſet out with : but as her Lady- 
ſhip. is now a new, face, her huſband, who has already beſtowed 
on the public ſeventy young beauties, has conceived a violent but 
hopeleſs paſſion, for his chaſte moiety. | 2ä 22 * * 
„%%% 
Lord Cheſterfield i 18 dying. County oppoſitions ſubſide. Adieu. 


t yours. 


N* XXVIIL 
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DEAR HoLROYD. 1 ra. an 1974. 
Ii 8 
H OWEVER, notwithſtanding my indignation, I will employ five 
minutes in telling you two or three recent pieces of news. 
1. Chartes Fox is commenced patriot, and is already attempting to 
pronounce the words country, liberty, corruption, &c. ; with what ſuc- 
vol. 1. 3 M | ceſs, 


% 


| enſs,tme/wil — — 0 be 
ſtory is, that he could not prevaib on miniſtry to join with him in 
his intended repeat: of the marriage act, (a favourite meaſure of his 


father, who appoſed it from its ocdgin,;) and that Charles very judi- 
e e e Holland's fiendlbip imported him more than 


NOT d TT 0 PTOt Tein many 

marriage meſſage eame to both Horſes of Parlia- 
hips "You" will ſee” the words of it in the papers: and, thanks to 
the ſubmiſſive en ne ee ee — * 
* * * bauen * * . aol + £1 194 TA £5 UA 2 7 597 1 11 
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4 644) the Ho | fouls of Comme Was employed 3 in a very odd 
way.” 5 1 moved, chat the ſermon of Dr. Lare. 


= 3 preached before the Houſe on the Zoch! of January, 0 . 


58808 Speaker and four memhers,) ſhould | be burnt b Nag 
5 mmon hangman, as containing arbitrary, tory, h high-flown 0 = 
trines. The Houſe was neatly agreeing to the motion, til they re. 
collected that they had already thanked the Preacher for his er per 
diſcourſe, and ordered it to be printed. Knowell's bookſeller i is much 


obliged to the Right ht Honourable Tommy Townſhend. _ 
When do you come to town? I want money, and am | Urod of _ 
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g kan MADAM,.” 1 dos son ad e p- 
I advancal with fome care and ſame ſucceſs in gaining af 

idea of the Lenbordugh eſtate. - The tenants are at will, and, 
from a compariſon of my rents with the neigbouring ones, partieu 
latly Lord a * * ; there is great probability that my eſtate 16 
very much under- let. My:friend Holroyd, w {vs mut ixivaluadle 
counſellor, is ſtrongly of that opinion. Sir * +/+ s juſt 
come home. I am ſotry to ſee many alterations, and little improve- 
ment. From an hoveſt wiki ' buck} he is grown a pbilgipber. 
Lord e + |» diſpleaſes every body by the affectation of conſe- 

_ the young baronet diſguſts no leſs by the affectation of wiſe. 
| dom. He ſpeaks in ſhiort ſeritences, quotes Montagne; feldom ſinftes,, 
never laughs, drinks only water, | Step to command His puſfiotis, 
and intends to marry in five mom. The two lords, his uncle, as 
well as „ #* #*.* uttempt to ſhew him, that ſuch behaviour, even. 
were it reaſonable, does not ſuit this country. He remains incor- 


rigible, and is every day loſing ground in the good opinion of the 
public, whith at his firſt arrival ran ſtrongly i in his favour. Deyver- 


dun is 1 on kid dender e e e 
in k Bob kr t 
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Lam, dear Madam, &. ke K. 
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ba HOLROYD, . 1 * Pas-Miiu} May a6, 4772: 
1 Wisn you lived nearer, e eee week at 
Beriton. When ſhall you be at Richmond, or would there be 
any % m my going down to Sheffield for a day or two? In you 
alone I put my truſt, and without you I ſhould be perplexed, diſ- 
couraged, e not ae TRIER bit at the 
Lenborough bait. 1. moin: 2 * 1 dien 10 1002 
I dined the other Jay. wich Me. Wayat Boodle's... He told me, chat 
be was juſt going, down. to Sheffield. Place. As he has, probably 
unladen all. | the politics, and Mrs. Way all the ſeandal. of the town, 
1 ſhall, for the. pre/ent, only latiafy, myſelf with, the needful; among 
which. I ſhall always. reckon my ſincere compliments, to Madame, 
and my. n reſpects i for Mr. Datch. a nis \ ine e 0 
es ut ein biol. Iam, dear H. ** Nat: < ; ebg32m 256 
8 . 417171 1 1b 1151 We! 1 aan * ©. g Fj Har 
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It is apap nay e h King of Prufis. 
are to run for very deep ſtakes oyer t the Polich egurſe. If che news 
be true, I back Auſtria againſt the aged horle, provided little Tau- 
Geka rides the match. | 
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N XXXI. 
EdwARD G1BBON Efquire to Mrs. HoLzovD, Senior. 
| MADAM, 1 5 a * — Wires, | 
3 is not any event which could have affected me with greater 
| ſurpriſe and deeper concern, than the news in laſt night's paper, 
of the death of our poor little amiable friend Maſter Holroyd, whom 
I loved, not only for his parents' ſake, but for his own. Should the 
' news be true, (for even yet I indulge ſome faint hopes, what, muſt 
be the diſtreſs of our friends at Sheffield! I ſo truly ſympathiſe wit 
them, that I know not how to write to Holroyd ; but muſt beg to 
be informed of the ſtate of the family by a line from you. I have 
| ſome company and buſineſs here, but would gladly quit them, if 1 
had the leaſt reaſon to think that my. preſence at Sheffield would 
afford comfort or ſatisfaction to the man in the world whom 1 
love and eſteem moſt; | W üb g 9 1 ee humble 
e Ke. ede oi 5 
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| Ewan Gisson aber, to J. B. Hornoro Eſquire 


"MY, DBAR HQLROYD, e 
| I was my intention to ſet out for Sheffield as ſoon as 1 received 

your affecting letter, and I hoped to have been with you as to-day ; 
but walking very careleſsly yeſterday morning, I fell down, and put 
out a ſmall bone in my ancle. I am now under the ſurgeon's hands, 
but think, and moſt earneſtly hope, that this little accident will not 


delay my journey longer than the middle of next week. I ſhare, + 


and wiſh I could alleviate, your feelings. I beg to be remembered 
to Mrs. Holroyd, I am, my dear Holroyd, moſt truly yours. 
57 | 


4 
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helmftone /about two; a very thin. ſeaſon, every body gone to 
Sp In che evening reached this place. My friend appears, as he 
_ ever Will, in a light truly reſpectable; concealing the' moſt exquiſite 
| Filſrings under che Thow/of! compolire, and even cheerfulneſs, and 
Adempting, though wich little ſucceſs, to confirm the weaker mind 
of his partner. I find, my friend expreſſes fo much uncafineſs at 
hs idea of my leaving him again ſoon; that L cannot refuſe to paſs the 
month here: I Mr. Scott, as 1 ſuppoſe; is at Beriton, he has him- 


elf too high a ſenſe of friendſhip not to excuſe my neglecting him. 
I had ſome hopes of engaging Mr and Mrs. Holroyd: to make an 


exeurſion to Portſmouth, Ifle of Wight, Southampton, &c. in which 
caſe they would ſpend a few days at Beriton. A ſudden reſblution 
was taken laſt night in favour af the tour. We ſet out, Mr. and 
Mrs. Holroyd, Mr. Fauquier, and.myſelf, next Thurſday, and ſhall: 
dine at Beriton the following day, and, ſtay there, moſt prabably, 
three or four days. A farm-houſe, without either cook or houſe-. 
keeper, will afford but indifferent entertainment; but we muſt exert, 
and they muſt excuſe. Our tour will laſt about a fortnight; after 
_ which my friend preſſed me to return with him, and in wn 
firuation I man be at a loſs how to refuſe bim. N ; 
„„ e e en Teas. Or Ne. N 
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your very e letter on the antiquity and authenticity of the 


book of Daniel, (juſt now received, ) finds me here, if not without 


7 leiſure, yet without books, und therefore in no condition to enter far 


into the depths of this controverſy; which indeed is the leſs neceſſary, N 


as every thing that relates to the ſubject will come of courſe to be 
conſidered by my learned ſucceſſors in the new lecture. For as the 


prophecies of Daniel make an important link in at chain, which, as 


you ſay, has been let down from heaven to earth, teu ape by the. 


author of the late ſermons, who brought into view only what he 
had not invented, ] the grounds on which their authority reſts will, 


| without "doubt, 'by Gptially” cxaniped, and, 4s e lr 


eſtabliſhed. 


But in the mean time, and to make at leaſt ie ſmall return for 
the civility of your addreſs to me, I beg leave to trouble you with 
two or three ſhort remarks, ſuch as occur to me on reading your 
letter. 


' Your main difficulties are theſe two: 1. That hs author of the 


book of Daniel i is too clear for a E as appears from his pre- 


dition of the Perſian and Macedonian affairs: and, 2. too fabulous 


for a contemporary hiſtorian”; as is evident, you ſuppoſe, from his | 


* particularly in the ſixth chapter. 


The firſt of theſe difficulties is an extraordinary one. Fo 


Tho may not prophecy, if the inſpirer think fit, be as clear as 
hiſtory ? 4 Scriptural prophecy, whence your re of i its enn is 
1 | . taken, 


% 


us ereus v0 AND FROM 


taken, is occaſionally thus clear, I mean after the event; and Daniel's 
Prophecy of the revolutions in the Grecian empire, would have been | 


-_ _ obſcure enough to Porphyry himſelf before it. 


But your opinion, after all, when you come to explain por 2D 
really is, as one ſhould expect, that, as a prophet, Daniel is not 
dlear enough; for you enforce the old odjection of Porphyry, by 
_ "obſerving, that where a pretended prophecy is clear to ,a certain 
point of time, and afterwards obſcure.and ſhadowy, there, RO 
fenſe leads one to conclude chat the author of it was an impoſtor. © 
"This reaſoning i is plauſible, but not concluſive, unleſs it be taken for 
granted, that a prophegy muſt, in all its parts, be equally clear and 
3 preciſe: whereas, on the ſuppoſition of real inſpiration, it may be 
nt, I mean it may ſuit with the views of the inſpirer, to predict fome 
- things with more perſpicuity, and in terms more obviouſly and 
direaly applicable | to the events in which they were fulfilled, than 
| others. But further, this reaſoning, | whatever force it may have, 
bas no Place here; at leaſt you evidently beg the queſtion when 
ou urge it; becauſe the perſons you diſpute againſt maintain, that 
the ſubſequent prophecies of Daniel are equally diſtin with thoſe 
preceding ones concerning the Perſian and Macedonian empires, at 
Teaft fo much of them as they take to have been fulfilled ; and that 
to judge of the reſt, we muſt wait for the concluſion of them. 
However, you admit that the ſuſpicion ariſing from the cleareſt 
prophecy. may be removed by dire& poſitive evidence that it was 
| compoſed before the event. But then you carry your notions of 
that evidence very far, when you. require, * that the exiſtence. of 
4 ſuch. a prophecy, prior to its accompliſhment, ſhould be proved 
« by the knowledge of its being generally diffuſed amongſt an en- 
"a * ghtened nation previous to that period, and its public Fence 
« atteſted by an unbroken chain of authentic writers. 
What you here claim as a matter of right, is, without queſtion, Tory 
deſirable, but ſhould, Te * . as a 
f 2 Matter 


promoted to a ſecret office of ſtate, far bis ill i in divination. 


EDWARD GIBBON ** 4 


Ano For what you deſcribe is the utmaſt evidener chat | 
tze caſe admits: but what right have we in this, or any other ſub- 
je& whatever of natural ox revealed religion, to the utmoſt evidence? 135 


Is it not enough that the evidence he ſufficient to induce a reaſonahle 
aſſent? and is not that aſſent reaſonable, which is given 0 real 
evidence, though of an inferior kind, when uncontrolled by any 


greater? And ſuch: evidence we clearly have for the authenticity of 


the hook of Daniel, in the reception of it by the Jeyiſh-nation down 
to the time of Jeſus, whole: appeal to it ſuppoſes and waplics that 
reception to have been conſtant and general: not to obſer ve, that 


e teſtimony of Jeſus is further ſupported by all the conſiderations 
chat axe alleged for his own divine character. To this evidence, 


which is poſitive ſo far as it goes, you have nothing to oppoſe but 
ſurmiſe and conjectures; that is, nothing that deſer ves ta he 
evidence. But I doubt, Sir, you take for granted that the claim of 


4144;*˙*ͥ ĩ⁰ U! 2 06m 9 poMWHee 
| pong that i 3008 ee. hs . 


II. In the ſecond diviſion of your letter, which is i e and 
more elaborate, than the firſt, vou endeavour to ſhew that the 270 


torical part of the book of Daniel, chiefly that of the ſixth chapter, 


is falſe and fabulous, and as ſuch, confutes and -overthrows tlie pr0- 


2 Pbetical. What you. advance o on this bead, i is contained under foe 


#5 2X $2507 . 


articles : £3 
1. You think it ſtrange that Daniel, or any « other man, Thoutd'b be 
But here, firſt, you. forget that. Joſeph was thus promoted for the 
ſame reaſon. Or, if you object to this inſtance, what ſhould hinder 
the promotion either 4 Joſeph or Daniel, (when their {kill i in divina- 
tion had once braught 1 them to che notice and favour of their ſove- 


reign,) for what you cal mere human accompls Vene? For ſuch 
vol 1. 3 3* = | ad 


145 


2" | LETTERS, r AND: FROM 
_ 1 great men poſſeſſfed, if we may bellen the plain | 
part of cheir ſtory, which aſſerts of Joſeph, and indeed proves, that 


be was in no common degree diſertet and wiſe; and of Daniel, 
dat an excellent ſpirit was faunmd in him; nay, that he had knowledge - 


ond fill in all learning and wwi/dom,'over and above his underſtanding 


in all wiſſont and dreams.” In ſhort, Sir, though princes: of old might 
not mate it à rule to chuſe their miniſters out of their ſoothſayers, 


yet neither would their being ſoothſayers, if they were otherwiſe 
well accompliſhed; prevent them from being miniſters. Juſt as in 
modern times, though ehurchmen have not oſten, I will foppolſe; 


beef made officers of ſtate, even by bigotted princes, becauſe theß 
were echurchinen; yet neither have they been always excluded from 
_ ſerving im theſe ſtations when RP Res EIT Kg n 


lfied-for them. 195 TEA {gf FORT eee ee „nn 
ee mid Cc pilön l. "tar a combination could d Fave 
been formed in the court of Babylon againſt the favourite miniſter, 


(though ſuch factions are common in other courts,) becauſe the 
courtiers of Darius muſt. have apprehended, that the piety of Daniel 
w, ze Merted by a: miraculous interpoſition ; nf) which they had 
ſeen a recent inſtance. And here, Sir, you expatiate with a little 


too much complacency on the ſtrange indifference which the ancient | 


world ſhewed to the gift of miracles, . You do not, I dare ſay, exo 


IR ſerious anſwer to this charge ; or if you do, it may be enough. 


io obſerye⸗ what I am fure your own reading and experience muſt 


have — 8. very familiar to you, chat the ſtrongeſt belief, or con- 
viction of che mind, perpetually.” gives way to the inflamed ſelfiſh 


14 N 7 — 


; paſſions ; ; and that, when men have. any ſcheme of intereſt or re- 


e much. at heart, they, are. not reſtrajned from purſuing i it, though 
caffold and the axe ſtand before them in full view, and Have 
pe chaps. been N but the day before with the blood of other 
Raise inals. 1 alk Not, whether miracles have ever acfually 
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EDWARD GIBBON Ehquire. WB: 459 
exiſted, but whether you' do nor wink that multitudes - hav: been 
firmly perſuaded of their exiſtence; and yet their. ae about 
ee which I readily concede to you. TEAK 7.5% 

3. Your third criticiſm is directed aint what 1 WHY 7 
of the Medes and Perſians, that it altereth not; where I find nothing to 
admire, but the extreme rigour of Aſiatic deſpotiſm. For I con- 

ſider this irrevocability of the law, when once promulgated by the 
ſovereign, not as contrived to be a check on his will, but rather to 
ſhew the irreſiſtible and fatal courſe of it. And this idea was ſo - 
much cheriſhed by the deſpots of Perſia, that, rather than revoke 
the iniquitous law, obtained by ſurprize, for exterminating the Jews, 


Ahaſuerus took the part, as we read in the book of Eſther, (and as 3 


Baron Monteſquieu, I remember, obſerves,) to permit the Jews to 


5 defend themſelves againſt the execution of it; hence we ſee how 


conſiſtent this law is with the determination of the judges, quoted 
by you from Herodotus, © that it was lawful for the king to do 
vhatever he pleqſed: for we underſtand that he did not pleaſe that 
this law, When once declared by him, ſhould be altered. 
Tou add under this head, May I not aſſert that the Greek 
| « writers, who have ſo copiouſly treated of the affairs of Perſia, 
* have not left us the ſmalleſt veſtige of a reſtraint, equally inju- 
_  rious to the monarch and prejudicial to the people.” I have not 
the Greek writers by me to conſult, but a common book I chance 


. 


to have at hand refers me to one ſuch veſtige, in a very eminent 


Greek hiſtorian, Diodorus Siculus. Lowth's Cumment. in loc. my 
4. A fourth objeCtion to the hiſtoric truth of the book of Daniel is | 

taken, with more plauſibility, from the matter of this law, which, as 

you truly obſerve, was very ſtrange for the are 8 ne to ad- 


Liege, and for any deſpot whatever to enack. 


But, 1. I a little queſtion whether prayer was 0 e 4 | 
| conſiderable a part of Pagan worſhip as is ſuppoſed ; and if it was 
7 not, the prejudices of che people would not be ſo much ſhocked by * 

M N . 5 | Fe et this 


F eee 
times a days but the idolaters might content themſelves with pray- 
ing now and then at a ſtated ſolemnity. It is clear, that when you 
peak of depriving men of the tompforts, and prigle of the projits, of 
religivts, yon bave Chriſtian, and even modern principles and man- 


de In your eye: perhaps In the congfertr, you repreſented to your- 


{elf a company of poor inflamed Huguenots under perſecution; and 
in the £rofits, the lucrative trade of popiſh maſſes. But be this as 
it may, it ſhould be conſidered; 2. That this law could not, in the 
nature of the thing, ſuppreſs all prayer, if the people had any great 
| propendity to it. It could not ſuppreſs mental prayer; it could not 
even ſuppreſb bodily worthip, if performed, as it eaſily might be, in 


8 tlie night, or in ſecret. Daniel, it was well known, was uſed to 


pray in'open'day-light, and in a place expoſed to inſpection, from 

hiv uſual: manmer ef praying; which manner,'it was eaſily concluded, 
_ fo zealous a votary as he was, would not change or diſcontinue, on 

© xccbunt af the edit Laſuy, though the ediet pulled for thirty 

Jaye; e wink ph lh Ya e eh Bat th end pro- | 

| Peſed would be foon accompliſhed, and then be g ae 

much care would be taken about the obſervance of it. 


All dus put together, I ean very well conceive that exiting envy 


| ind malice in the evtirticts inight függeſt the idea of ſuch a law, and 


that an impotent deſpot might be flattered by it. Certainly, if what 
de read in the third chapter be admitted, that one of theſe deſpots re- 
quired all people, "nations, and languages, to worſhip. his image on 


9 85 Vin of death, diere is no great wonder thit another of them ſhould: 


| Gemiih che excluſive Worſhip of himſelf for a month; nay; per- 
hape, he might think himlelf civil, and even bounteons to his gods, 
when: be left them a ſhave of the other deten. Bias oth pre: 


8 | + Nidil ot quod erde de 6 


8. A fiſch, and What you feem to think the ſtrongeſt; objection 
to the credit of the book of Daniel is, that. no ſuch perſon as 
Parius the Mede is to be found in the ſueceſſion of the Babyloniſm 
princes, (you mean as given in Ptolemy's eanon and the Greek 
writers, ) © between the time of Nebuchadnezzar and that of Cyrus. 
In ſaying this, you do not forget or diſown what our ableſt chrono 
logers have {aid on the ſubject ʒ hut then you objeQ that enophon s 
Cyaxares (to ſerve 4. turn) has been made to perſonate Darius the 
Mede; and yet that Nenophon's book, whether it be a rumanet ot 
à true hiſtory, OE En RL e 
hypotheſis. 

I permit Al aaa Gam W 
in referring me to my own taſte, rather chan to the authority of 
Cicero: but the truth is, I am much diſpoſed to agree with you, 
what, if we unravel. with any care the fine texture of the Cyro- 
paœdia, we ſhall diſcover in every thread the Spartan diſcipline 
and the philoſophy of Socrates,” But then, as the judicious 
author choſe to make ſo recent a ſtory as that of Cyrus, and one ſo well 
known, the vehicle of his political and moral inſtructions, he would 
be ſure to keep up to the truth of the ſtory as far as might be; eſpe- 
cially in the leading facts, and in the principal perſons, as we may 
ſay, of the drama. This obvious rule of decorum ſuch a Writer as 
Tenophon could not fail to obſerve; and therefore, on the ſuppoſi- 
. ˙ . ot won aan 
that che outline of it was genuine hiſtory. But, Abe 

2. If it de ſo, you conelude that there is no Sound for thinking 
| that Datzus e OO WOE ORR APs 
himſelf never reigned ther. f 

Now, on tlie idea of Eeticphonſs bach being e ow 
might be good reafon for the author's taking no notice of the thort 
reign of Cyaxares, which would break the unity of his work, and 
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 duſiroof his — — Bo hin out ee eee 
he reſerved to hirmſelf, ould malle us fortzet or overlook Cyaxares, 
But, as to the fact; it ſeems no way incredible that Cyrus ſhould 
eee royal ally, his uncle, and his-Father-in-law, (for he 
was all theſe,) the wmomina poſſeſfion of the ſovereignty; or that he 
ſhould?) bee ſovereignty witk hien ; or, at leaſt, that he ſhould 
nion, as we ſuy, in his hands at Babylon, while 


ene ee Srofetiniog; Wie ches Cunqusdes ur a difizace; Any 


_ of theſe things is ſuppoſable enough: and I would rather admit any 
of them than reject the expreſs, the repeated, the mitar 
1 of a not confeſſedly fabulctis hiſtorian: 71 
Aſter all, Str, I ſhould forfeit, I know, your en ile if I 
did not acknowledge that ſome, at leaſt, of theſe circumſtances are 
"Tuck as one ſhould not, perhaps, expect at firſt ſight. But then ſuch 
is the condition of things here; and what is true in human Vie} is 
wet tage had almoſt faid, not often, that which was previouſly 
to be expected; whence" prone 4 marr * an, frog 
e r than the beſt hiſtory. xx. To 
But ſhould any or all of Du candles MOEN you Doe: 
fealy, that ſome degree of error or fiction is to be found in the book | 


ol 


of Daniel; it would be too precipitate to conelude that therefore the 


whole book was of no authority: for, at moſt, you could but infer, | 
that the hiſtorical part, in which thoſe circumſtances are obſerved, - 
namely, the 6th chapter, is not genuine; juſt as you know has been 


judged of ſome other hiſtorical tracts which had formerly been in- 
ſerted in the book of Daniel. 
vrhich go under the names'of the Prophets, as with ſome regularly 


connected ſyſtem, where a charge of falſehood, if made good againſt 
one part, ſhakes the credit of the whole. Fictitious hiſtories may 


Daniel. For it is not wich theſe collections, 


Have been joined to true prophecies, when all that bore the name of 


4 * Y ; 7 o 3 y A i 1 8 FO 0 f 1 
the ſame perſon, or any way related to him, came to be put together 
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Lai the ſame\ volume: but the detection of ſuch miſallianee _ 5 
not aſſect the prophecies 3 certainly not thoſe! of Daniel, w hich 
reſpect the latter times; for theſe have an intrinſic evidence in thera: 
ſelves, and aſſert their own authenticity, in proportion as we tee, or 
have reaſon to admit the accampliſhment. of them. 10. NU MUCH 9 oh 
And now, Sir, I have only to commit theſe haſty refleQions to 
your candour; a virtue which cannot be ſeparated from the love of 
truth, and of which I obſerve many traces in your agreeable letter ; 


and if you-ſhould-indulge/this quality Rl further, ſo as to cone 


ke poſſibility of that being tru and reaſoriable, in rmatters of religion, 
which may ſeem ſtrange, or; to ſo lively a fancy as'yours; even ridi- 
eulous, you would not hurt the credit of your excellent underſtand- 
ing, and would thus remove one, perhaps a principal, oceaſion of 
thoſe miſts which, as you complain, hang over ed von 1 pat 


oat? e reſpect, 818, e iy r ee 
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The followmy Fragment mas found iwith -the': foregoing" 8 „ in 
Pp fit noh e de ü t Nin: an 
l an nd . dw bn Aeg 0 145 

Fon anforers to my fine objetions againſt the. 6th. chapter of 
Daniel come , to be. conſidered... W Hero THO coil eat Fein s 
n With regard to;Daniel's ;promation, I conſent to ae my 
oppaſition,.. and to allow the caſes of Ximenes, Wolſey, and Richlieu 
as parallel inſtances; though there is ſurely; ſome difference between 
a young foreign ſobthſayer being ſuddenly rewarded, for the inter- 
pretation of a dream, with the government of Babylon, and a prieſt 
of the eſtabliſhed church, FIG gradually to the great offices of 
ſtate. 
2. Lou 3 Sir, that my ſecond obj ection ſcarcely deſerves 
a ſerious anſwer; and that it is quite ſufficient to appeal to my o.]ͤn 
reading and experience, whether the fronge/ft convicrion of the mind 
| | „ | 1-7 7 4 ded" 
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5 often finks into the grave, and-the-prodigat into a gaol, without OR 
| 22 of deceiving or of eheokinguhemſebres, ' But they fink by 
5 low degrees; and; whilit: they indulge the: ruling paſſian, attend 
09s only 0 var ting ment ack pines —— : | 
BE, sei ee eu ade eme W 
da of fe chere ien mixture ef chance and- good fortune 3 what is 
Ti called-good-fortune, is often-theiefe& of ſkill=-and as! our vaviity 
mtten us iste an opinion of, aur ſupeiõονν merit, we are neither ſur- 
| priled. nor diimaged; by ibe miſcartiage of our, raſh predeceſſors. 
me confhinglor due, lt Hes oft att axe ang Ef, pern f fil 
Framing with Apo, 40 tha fuce rA boldneſs:of-Sylla, of Cuſar, 
aud of Cromwall; and convinces himſelf that on ſuch a golden pur- 
ſuit it is eyen Prudent to ſtake a precarious and inſipid life. We may : 
of neceſſity as of choice. „e Ringes of Hindoſtan muſt either 
reign or periſh; and when Cæſar paſſed the Rubicon, it was ſcarcely 
| poſſibly for him to return to a private "Ration. 3. Von think, Sir, 
wie may learn from our own experienc > e an add rener en. 
oerning miracles is very compatible” with 4 Hall conviction ef their | 
truth ; ; and fo it undoubtedly is with ſuch a convifion' as we have ve | 
be an ee ee * S127, wy ann 5 FOE "Eg 86 
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Ine en ee ait; eee 


very different intention. You will ever remain a bigot to thoſe 
ruſtic deities; T propoſe to abjure them ſoon, and to Raga ir lone 
co che catholic church ef London. * wy 

I am ſo happy, ſo exquiſitely agus; at benz o W dani 
taken off my ſhoulders, that I can brave your indignation, and even 


the three-forked lightning of Jupiter himſelf. My reaſons for taking | 


ſo unwarrantable a ſtep (approved of by Hugonin) were no unmanly 
deſpondency, (though it daily became more apparent how much 


the farm would ſuffer, both in reality and in reputation, by another 
year's management). #*+#+«+#46+++4+4+%4 ++ 


I ſee pleafure but not uſe in a congreſs, therefore decline it. I know 
nothing as yet of a purchaſer, and can only give you full and un- 
fimited powers. If you think it neceſſary, let me e know when an 
ſell ; but, however, do as you pleaſe. | f 


I am fincerely glad to hear Mrs, H. is better. Still think Bat 
would ſuit her. She, and you too, I fear, rather want the phyſic 
of the mind, than of the body. Tell me ſomething about yourſelf, 
If, among a crowd of acquaintances, one friend can afford you any 
_—— Ta am Te at your ſervice. Once ons adieu. 
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Feeds GIBBON » Zhu to 17 nden Bee. 


"DEAR HoLROTD. TX. © 2! n | PattoMatiy 1th Dec. 1972, 
Be this time, 1 pe you Wee to the Elyſian fields of Shef- 
The country {I do not mean any particular reflections on 
Suſſex) moſt be vaſtly pleaſant. at this time of the year! © For my 
own part, the puniſhment of my ſins has at length ovettaken me. 
. the chird of December, in the preſent year of our 
Lord one chouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- two, between the 
bours of one and two in the afternoon, as I was croſſing St. James's 
church yard, 1 ſtumbled, and again ſprained my Foot ; but, alas! 
after two days pain and confinement, a horrid monſter, eleped the 
gout, made me a ſhort viſit; and though he has now taken his My 
_ Lam: full of opprohentious t he Naw have a 1 N well 
enough to call again. | 
The parliament, after a "Bo ſoft. murmurs, is d woes to. A to 
awake again after Chriſtmas, ſafely folded in Lord North's: arms. 
The town is gone into the country, and J propoſe viſiting Sheffield 
about Sunday ſe nnight,/ if by. that time I can get my houſehold 
preparations (I have as good as taken Lady Rous's leaſe in Bentinck- 
Haw)! in any forwardneſs. Shall I angle for. Batt? No news 
ſlürring, except the Ducheſs of G.'s pregnancy certainly declared, 


„„ cualled on me the other day, and has taken my plan with 


bim to conſider 1 it; he ſtill wiſhes to defer to ſpring; talks of bad 
roads, c. and } is Hate abſolute. I remonſtrated, but want to Luo 
uber ber I am to ſubmit. Adieu. Godfrey Clarke, who is writing 


85 near me, begs to be remembered. The ſavage is going to hunt 


foxes | in — Oxfordſhire, Glouceſterſhire, Ker. | 
Tours ſincerely. | | 
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DEAR HOLROYD, 30s, Ten o'Clock, Thurday Evening, Dec. 1772. 
M. ſchemes with regard to you have been entirely diſappointed. 
The buſineſs that called me to town was not ready before the 

20th of laſt month, and the ſame- buſineſs has kept me here till now. 
I have however a very ſtrong inclination to eat a Chriſtmas mince 
pie with you; and let me tell you that inclination is no ſmall com- 
pliment. What are the trees and waters of Sheffield-Place, compared 
with the comfortable ſmoke, lazy dinners, and inflammatory Junius's, 
which we can every day enjoy in town? Lou have ſeen the laſt 
Junius? He calls on the diſtant, legions to march to the Capitol, 
and free us from the tyranny of the Prztorian guards. I cannot 
anſwer for. the ghoſt of the ic et ubique, but the Hampſhire militia 
are determined to keep the peace for fear of a broken head. After 
all, do I mean to make you. a viſit next week Upon my ſoul, I 
cannot tell. I tell every body that I ſhall : I know that I cannot 
paſs the week with any man in the world with whom the pleaſure 
of ſeeing each other will be more ſincere or more reciprocal. Vet, 
entre nous, I do not believe that I ſhall be able to get out of this 
town before you come into it. At all events I look forwards, with 
great impatience, to Bruton-ſtreet * and the Romans 10 

| | Believe me moſt truly yours. - 


. 
7 92 
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* Where Mr. 3 family paſſed a winter, + The Roman Club. 
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5 ane. to J. Hot rovD Eſquire. 


DAR HOLROYD, - EE noel 7 © + + January 62) 4775. 


rnvonventis nos more! „ 4 ed Mae's Jeu; and 1 


dare ſay now repents it. In his room + * + found me a 


better man, a rich, brutiſh, honeſt horſe-dealer, who has Fot a great 
fortune by ſerving the cavalry. ' On Thurſday he ſaw Lenborough, 


dn Friday came to town with » + + 2, and this morning at nine 


&clock we ſtruck at 20,0001. after a very hard battle. As times go, 
Lam not diſſatisfied. and the new Lord of Lenborough 


- (by name » # + #) dined with me; and though 'we did not ſpeak 


the ſame language, yet by the help of ſigns, ſuch as that of putting | 


F about the bottle, the natives ſeemed well ſatisfied. 


The whole world is going down: to Portſmouth, where they will 
enjoy the pleaſures of ſmoke,” noiſe, heat, bad lodgings, and ex- 


penſive reckonings, / For my on part, I have firmly refiſted im- 


portunity, declined parties, and mean to paſs the buſy week in the 


Toft retirement of my bocage de Bentinck-ftreet. Yeſterday the Eaſt 


India Company poſitively refuſed the loan: a noble reſolution, could 


they get money any where elſe, They are violent; and it was 


moved, and the motion heard with ſome degree of approbation, 
that they ſhould inſtantly abandon India to Lord Tos Sujah 


cb wa Or FIRE Devil, if he . to take it. 
Adieu. 


FD WARD GIBBON 'Efquite, 49 


"The Same 1% the . 


DEAR HOLROYV DPD. e  Boonun's, May. 1 n= 
1 AM full of worldly cares, anxious about the great twenty- fourth, 


plagued with the Public Advertiſer, diſtreſſed by the moſt diſmal 


Ani oe Hugonin. ee PRO de Er dr 
nen 0979 apron 


- The Houſe of Commons fr lae/lſt night. Blais wiki 


ſome ſpirited motions ( That the territorial acquiſitions in India 


«belonged to the ſtate (that was the word); that grants to the 


4 ſervants of the company (ſuch as jaghires) were illegal; and that 


there would be no true repentance without reſtitution.” Wedder- 
burne defended the nabobs with great eloquence, but little argument. 


The motions were carried without a diviſion; and the hounds 
go out again next Friday. They are in high ſpirits; but the more 
' fagacious ones have no idea they ſhall kill. Lord North ſpoke for 
the inquiry, but faintly and reluctantly. Lady „ + * is faid 
ee ene derben geg ORR ie u dg b but 
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prefer one David to them all. When you are at Edinburgh, I hope 


and inform yourſelf whether there remains no hope of its reco- 


TETT ERG ro A FROM. 
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| roa one. wire to J. Hor ROT D Efquire at Edinburgh, 


+ DBAR/HOLROYD, 1 BDaATINeE-LraszrI Aug. 5, 1773. ; 


T 50 ten thouſand pardons for not being dead, as I certainly ought 


to be. But ſuch is my abject nature, that I had rather live in 
Bentinck-ſtreet, attainted and convicted of the ſin of lazineſs, than 


enjoy your applauſe either at old Nick's or even in the Elyſian Fields. 
Aſter all, could you expect that I ſhould honour with my corre- 
ſpondence a wild barbarian of the Bogs of Erin? Had the natives 
| intercepted my letter, the terrors occaſioned by ſuch unknown magic 
characters might have been fatal to you. But, now you have eſcaped 


the fury of War hoſpitality, and ann arrived Anioog ud 

ET AN gg be, 9. g- IN. 0 
*You tell me of a long liſt of dukes, lords, and: chiekains ot 6. 

nown to whom you are introduced; were I with you, I ſhould 


you will not fail to viſit the ſtye of that fatteſt of Epicurus's hogs, 


vering the uſe of its right paw. There is another animal of great, 


though not perhaps of equa/, and certainly not of /milar merit, 
one Robertſon; has he almoſt created the new world? Many other 
men you have undoubtedly ſeen, in the country where you are at 
- preſent, who muſt have commanded your eſteem: but when you 


return, if you are not very honeſt, you will poſſeſs great advantages 
over me in any diſpute concerning Caledonian merit, 4 
Boodle's and Atwood's are now no more. The laſt ſtragglers, 
and e Clarke in the rear 01 all, are wo ved away to their 
—— | ſeveral 


PS 


EDWARD: GIBBON) Edquire. ä 


| Va Ir ug and 1 now enjoy, in the midſt of London, a delicious 
ſolitude. My library, Kenſington Gardens, and a few parties with 
new. acquaintance who are chained to London, (among whom 1 
reckon Goldſmith and Sir Joſhua Reynolds,) fill up iny time, and 
the monſter Ennui preſeryes. a very reſpectful diſtance. By the bye, 
your friends Batt, Sir John Ruſſell, and Laſcelles, dined with me one 
day before they ſet off; for I ſometimes give the prettieſt little dinner 
in the world. But all this compoſure draws near its concluſion,: 
About the ſixteenth of this month Mr. Eliot carries me away, and after 
picking up Mrs. Gibbon at Bath, ſets me down at Port Eliot: there 
I ſhall certainly remain ſix weeks, or, in other words, to the end of 
September. My future motions, whether to London, Derbyſhire, 
or a longer ſtay in Cornwall, (pray is not motion to ſtay rather 
in the Hibernian ſtyle?) will depend on the life of Port Eliot, the; 
time of the meeting of parliament, and perhaps the impatience of 
Mr. „ „ „„, Lord of Lenborough. One of my pleaſures in 
town I forgot to mention, the unexpected viſit of Deyverdun, who: 
' accompanies his young lord (very young indeed !) on a two months: 
tour to England. Le took the. opportunity of the Earl's going 
don to the Duke of * „ , to ſpend a fortnight (nor do- 
1I1᷑, recollect a more pleaſant one) in Bentinck- ſtreet. They are now 
gone together into Yorkſhire, and I think it doubtful whether F 
ſhall ſee him again before his return to Leipſic. It is a melancholy 
reflection, that while one is plagued with acquaintance at the corner 
of every ſtreet, real friends ſhould be ſepatated from each other by 
unſurmountable bars, and obliged to catch at a few tranſient mo- 
ments of interview. I deſire that you and my Lady (whom I 
moſt reſpeciſully greet) would take your ſhare of that very new 
and acute obſervation, not ſo large a ſhare indeed as my Swiſs friend; 
| fince nature and fortune give ur more frequent opportunities of being 
together. You cannot expect news from a delay, and ſuch is: 
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netted Wa eden rate Jas 


ny und 1 iftiagine that the glogquient nymphs of Ticker 
ate all the tram ſactions of che polſte, che amorous, 


4 tne World. ue regt Pantomime of Portſmouth Was 


univerſally: admired!; and I am angry -at” my own lazinefd in ne- 
gleAitg un exetlent opportunity of feeing it. Foote" as given us 
de Bunkrupt, & ferions ad Tentimictital" piece; Wich very ſevere 
ſtrickeres on dhe leence of Teandal in attucking private cliaracters. 
Aalen. Forgive and <piſtolize me. I Mall not believe you ſincere = 
im ue fornicr; "unleſs you make Bentinckſtreet your inn. I fear 
1 ſhalt de gone; but Mrs. Ford f and the parrot ebe . 
reotive (you and Mn Lady after your long peregrination, fram from 


4 _ : — * 3 J 
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4; i 44. b 
DBAR nerv, n en e bos eee ee 
A this time you have ſurely Hiniſhed your tour; touched atEdin- - 
burgh, -where you found a letter, vhich you havt not eee 
and are now contemplating/the beauties of the Weald of Suffex- I 
ſhall demand a log and partitular account of your peregrina- 
tions, but will excuſe it till we meet; and for the preſent ex- 
pe& only a' ſhort memorandum of your health and ſituation, to- 
"gather with that of eee ee II 
royd. A Word too, Wee eee e and Pipe 
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| AT; endl «rip rw Md Ge hos nay wit ma 
Dort Eliot. 24:4 i n, ring a9 21934 2 blgdtofis 2 4 210.4 
„ — you accuſe me/of being 40 the beauties; df Daus L am 
Vonderfully pleaſed with chis country. Of her three dull notes, 
 - ground, plante, and water, Cornwall poſſeſſes the fixſt and laſt in 
very high perfection. Think of a hundred ſolitary ſtreams peace- 
fully gliding between amazing cliffs: on one ſide, and rich meadows 
on the other, gradually ſwelling by the aid of the tide into noble 
- rivers, ſucceſſively. loſing themſelves in each other, and all at length - 5X 
| _ germinating in the harbour of Plymouth, whoſe broad expanſe is 325 
irregularly dated with twp- and: forty line of battle hips... In plante 
indeed we are deficient; and though all the gentlemen now attend 
ta poſterity, the country will for a long time be very naked. We 
have ſpent ſeveral days agreeably enough in little parties; but in 
general our time rolls away in complete uniformity. Our landlord ; 
poſſeſſes neither a pack 4 hounds, nor a ſtable of running horſes, 
nor a large farin, nor a good library. The laſt ot y could intereſt 
me; but it is ſingular that a man of fortune, he chooſes t 
pals nine months of the year-in the country, e eee 
According to our preſent delign, Mei; and ape eee 1 
Bath about the beginning of next month. I ſhall probably make . 
but a ſhort ſtay with her, and defer my Derbyſhire journey till ane. | 
ther year. Sufficient for the ſummer is the evil theteof, viz. one 
diſtant country excurſion. Natural inclination, the proſecution of 
my great work, and the concluſion of my Lenborough buſineſs, | „ 
| plead ſtrongly in favour of London. However 1 deſife, and one 1 
always finds time for what one really deſires, to viſit Sheffield. 
Place before the end of October, ſhould it only be for a few days. 
I know ſeveral houſes where I am invited to think myſelf at home, 
7 but I know no other where I ſeem inclined to accept of the invita- 4 
| YOL. I. | | 32 tion , 
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Fl - Wen 1 Sage W un you, bat 1 Have declined the publication e 

| eee Laos The public will ſee them, and upon 
he ode, 1 Wink; -with pleaſure; but the family were ſtrongly 
Went atziinſt it; and eſpecially on Deyverdun's account, I deemed 
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: == Tu n Na 4:3 20110 pet's, A {bbs Bo a EP} I l Jar. $774 
5 L428. ene Renu. We N E hers, hut 15 has 
7 en. Nau 10 aida il E 100 8 "Ry hn 3; ib 8 el {a 91 
Na eee what he calls whiſt.; his partner Hearing in- 
euer uld write $0, you. tonight, but he thinks he had, 
iber waits; act poſt 5, he will think ſo a good while. Every thing. 
public, Mall as death. Our Committee of the Catch Club has done 
| eee eee all thoſe.pf the Houſe of Commons 
use heir meeting: Roberts, does. got. 5 1 e 
© - amboriths.and; yet- perhaps totally fete. Hare married to Sir Abra- 
. ham-Hume's daughter. You ſee, how hard-preſſed. I am for news. 
Besides, at any, time, 1 had, rather talk an, hour, than, yarite a. Nau 
2 adieu. I . e to hear of Four peedy, remo 5 Ti 


The. -Bentinck-ſtreets - TN In . „ 
rr 1* nnn dennen Tt 4 
a w .* 2 
* , : . 
- = — 1 9 b 4 4 - 3 = > * 
5 * 4 # « * 1 > PREY” a 4 2 8 * 2 4 * N 4 
< * F - N 13 * 5 * : . $74 i © 4 Tg 1775 iii 28 Fd * 125 
7 — : * AY = 7 o 4% 2 4 8 x A <> £ 1 T $a £\ 8 1 1 2 
* n 4 ad * 1 4537 eee $38} i, 
# + N I 4 * wh W , — r 
4 * I "=" | SZ * 4+ 7 + eb * 5 A "A : * 7 4 L 
C Fatty 11 Ain oon 
— 1 a ' - 
me. © * % 2 8 £ „ 5 x : & 4.4 — 4 * od 
(24 RINGS 06-0oed:; 7. £23 
Fe : 5 a 
* 1 
4 * * - a, 
SA oF . : 1 ; 5 {4 tint 
*% * 
. * 1 - 
— 
z 1 4 — 
1 — 
: : ' 
„ % - 
A S 7 2 
CY . : 1 
, : 
* 1 * 
© hs * . 
. - '; Is 7 
& * . 
- * 
- 
4 I - ; 5 f 
"af 
Fl 


= 


1 1 5 * 1 by * F-. *, 7 = \ SITY * wh 1 5 ; | 
* is | pl = 4 a . 2 » 
* * - i 
-. * £ 
; — = "is © ö 
: N ; F<. 
3 pe 
, . 
. - * 
” ö 0 
. | 3 
= , F 5 
EDWARD GIBBON: ET 4s. 
7 * 
: 7 . * 2 4 4 
- ek £ b * | 093 23}7 wig f ? $65 47 
. 4 1 
1 3 


; 42.8 . 4 g * 1 2 2 
9 * * * 4 25 % 21 * 4 2 * 2 1 
, - 
4 l : - 4 2 K wt 4 - 
48 4 « 1 5 ep Lo "x A 2 Pp 4 8 . 1 = by 737.8 17 
yi . , | ng on 1 p Ts 1. * * A'S . * . 1 5 - " . 
* a 6 
4 7 6 
. 1 
9 . . Py * 5 * 5 4 K — e 3 87 
1 - 1 IP . t SSI 4A 4 
. * — N 6 
: 


, * 74 
53 ; ES A 4 7 4 + *4 # 
F4 
. 0 ">" s 1 2 4 
— 1 7 f The. 8 2 ** bag” „ © :C& f 
1 „ 4 ", 0 F 2 2 * 2 . 
Y k : a \ N 9 A. a 7 ws © + 
* p b * pl ö * 4 1 
- 15 1 v - - 
1 4 : * yy 


. 0 
1 AM now ite Lure with authors, managers, Ec. good 17 27 
company to know, but not to live with. Yeſterday I dined „ 
at the Britiſh Coffee-houſe, with Garrick, Coleman, Goldſmith,” ATi | 
Macpherſon, John Hume, &c. I am this moment come flem „ 1 
| Coleman's Man of Buſineſs. We dined at the Shakeſpeare, mlt 5 
went in a body to ſupport it. ' Betyieen' fileuda, though we got 12 
a verdict for our client, his cauſe was but a bad one. It is 3 very The 
confuſed miſcellany of ſeveral plays and tales; ſets" out brilliaiely „ 
enough, but as we advance the plot grows thicker, the wit thinner,” V 
til the lucky fall of the curtain preſerves us from total chaos,” ub 455 715 
Bentinck-ſtreet has viſited Welbeck- ſtreet. Sappho 18 very happy 
*that ſhe is there yet: on Sheffield-place ſhe ſquints willf regret! and 
gratitude. Mamma conſulted me about buying eus; we einnet 
get any round ones. Quintus is gone to head the civil war. Of | OO 
Mrs.. * * I have nothing to ſay. 1 have got my intelligence | | 0 
for inſuring, and will immediately get the preſervative againſt fire. | 
Foſter has ſent me eight-and-twenty pair of Paris ſilk ſtockings, with | 4s 
an intimation that my lady wiſhed for half-a-dozen. . They are much | 
at her ſervice ; but if the will look into David Hume's Eſſay on 5521 
tional Characters, ſhe will ſee that T durſt not offer them to a 
of "Spain. eker iy "une reine 2 5 ee ia 12887 ae amber. Adieu. 
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wo . * wag amazed at the tempeſt juſt ready 
Gs hi) hu He does not deſire to go to law, wiſhes 


: ta live im peace, has no complaints to make, hopes for a little in- 
i ibe attitude of St. Michael trampling, 
bolds. him down, till Andrews: has prepared a little 


* 


r e 
Ader ken Barr. He paſſed two hour with me; a pleaſant: 
Nuſſel dine with me wext week : vou will 


away. Does Maria coquet with Divedown *? Adieu. Bentinck- 
ſtreet looks very diſmal, You may ſuppoſe that nothing very im- 
© gartant can have occurred ſince you left town : but I will ſend you 
ſome account of America after Monday, though indeed wy anxiety N 
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. EDWARD GIBBON! e ain, 
| about an old manor takes away much of my attention from a new 
. continent; The mildnefs of Godfrey Clarke is rouſed into military 


fury; but he is an old Tory, and yow only: ſuppoſe yourſelf an old 
Whig. Leas e ee, e ; 
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5 af este, day Brunst March 164d, N 

1 b momieg wh « „ * He was poſitive that the at- 
tempt. to: ſettle the preliminaries of arbitration by letters, would: 
lead us on to the middle of the ſummer, and that a meeting was the 
only practicable meaſure. I acquieſced, and we blended his epiſtle 
- and yours into one, ' which goes by this poſt If you can contrive 
to ſuit to ĩt your Oxford journey, your preſence at the meeting would : 
be received as the deſcent of a. guardian angel, | 

Very little that is: Giefatory has tranſpired. of America. Ou 
Monday Lord: North moved for leave to bring in a bill to remove: 
the cuſtoms and courts of juſtice from Boſton to New Salem; a 
| Rep ſo / detrimental to the former town, as muſt ſoon reduce it to 
your own. terms; and yet of ſo mild an appearance, that it was: 
agreed to, without a diviſion, and almoſt without a debate. Some- 
thing more is, however, intended, and a committee is appointed to 
enquire into the general ſtate of America, But adminiſtration. keep. 
their ſecret. as. well as that of free maſonry, and, as Coxe profanely 
ſuggeſts, for the ſame reaſon,, 

Don't you 1 405 that i in our pantheon walks we l his 
modeſt beauty of -Mrs. *. „ + #? Eb bien, alas! ſhe is „ „ . 
You aſk me with whom? With „ „ e, of the guards? 
both the „ 2 63 „ © 5, a ſtewurd df + „ + e c her füt 
A and half the town beſides. W * + 2 5 friends: 

e ark ad aſſembled. 
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. N. B. The ſme lady, who at public dinners appeared to have the 
: moſt delicate appetite, was accuſtomed in her own apartment to 
„F! pork-ſteaks and ſauſages, and to will porter till ſhe was dead 
=: 2h drunk. * + is abuſed by the.» -« # family, has been bullied 
RE | by , and can prove himſelf a'Cornuto, to the ſatisfaction of 
Ons: but a court of gps. * matrimony ! 
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IE 517055 wad 35770 0 . wee 35 in oe ry tt as brite eee 
3 5 . MERICA- Had I written Saturd y aibhe a8 I once intended, fire 
85 and ſword, oaths of allegiance and high treaſon tried in Eng- 
Ki bs 85 ad” in conſequence of the refuſal, would habe formed my letter. 
I : Lord North, however, openel 2 moſt lenient preſcription” 11 od 1 
ER. ny and the utmoſt attempt towards a new Tettlement Teemed to be n 
OY 1 x; more than inveſting the governors : with a greater ſhare of cctv 
5 5 power, nomination of civil officers, [6 judges, however, for life,) an an 
125 | _ fome regulations of j juries. "The Bofton Port bill beſſed 8. Fo 
loft night; ſome e lively converſation, but no di viſion.” N . 
M freer,” Roſe Fuller Wis againſt the Boſton port bill, and 
5 aſk bis niece's going to Boodle's maſquerade. le Was laughed : at 
5 in the firſt inſtance, but ſucceeded in the ſecond.”  Sappho and Fanny 
very indifferent (as mamma Tags) about going: Tue ſeem wed 
5 Alea opinion. Adi ate ER cn Wk 5 *** 
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| Agi ben ati mol Ane N* XL VIII. „gil: OP 9219 ext of 
r ale; hes 9900) wir 4c dl of e rrgulits rh 

le eee e Sane, . the a. 194 bas 
DE An enn br bie en e ee on ans 9th e. 
7e ove me” a letter; ſd this Eträ goes only to acquaint” you 


Lick "mibfortune' that Bad julf Yappened to poor Clarke, and 


wid he really confiders as fuck, the'lofs of a very excellent father. 
The blow was ſudden; a thin Tittle man, as abſtemious as a hermit, 


. 


"was deſtroyed by a' firoke of apoplexy in His coach as he was going 


"to dinner- He appeared perfectij well, and only two days before 


had very good-naturedly dined with us at a tavern, a thing he had 
not done for many years before I am the only perſon Clarke 
_ "wiſhed tö ſee, e except His Own 3 and I paſs a great part of the 

| diy with him. A line from you would be kindly: received. ny 


"> Great news) you fee, from India Tufljour four Hundred thou- | 
fand en ” the company. Suja Dowla won ge houlind.. | 
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1 length * am a little ee Gatte) Clarke went 
cout of town this morning. Inſtead of going directly into Der- 
| byſhire, where he would have been overwhelmed with viſits, &c. 
he has taken his ſiſter, brother, and aunts to a villa near Farnham, 

in which he has the happineſs of having no neighbourhood. If my 
_ eſteem and friendfhip for Godfrey had been capable of any addition, 


it would have been very much increaſed by the manner in which he 


felt 
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Kt travis his father's death. He l now 8 


5 eircumſtantes than before ; inſtead of an eaſy and ample allowance, 
he has taken poſſeſſion of d Fre ett, with low rents and high 


1 incumbrances. I hope the one may make amends for the other: 


under your conduct I am ture they would, and I have freely offered 
him your, affiſtance, in caſe he Gould wiſh;w apply for it. 
In che mean time J. muſt nat fogef m own affairs, yhich ben 
10 ; covered. with: inextricable praplexity. . % % men- 


tioned about a. ventury. age, promiſed to ſee » HET 
 tornep and to oil the wheels of the arkitration. As yet I have not 


- 


jock 7, ating the various ſteps of the affair, and offering him, ith 
. polite firmneſs, the immediate choice, of Chancery or arbitration. x 

| For the time, however, 1 forgot. all theſe difficultics, in the pre- 

5 113 8,company,; and I glory in thinking, 

chat although wy houſe i is foot 1t.i juſt of a dufficient ſine to held 

my real friends, male. and. female; amo , enen, 
the very firſt place. Nl ny TAR 26 bots” E405 

| We ure all quiet—Ametican buſineſs is 3 

got. The other day we had a briſk. report of a Spaniſh war. It 

was ſaid they had taken one of our Leward Iſlands. It ſince” turns 

out, that we are the invadert, but the invaſion is trifling, | 

3 Bien oblige nos (at preſent) for your invitation. 1 with my 
Lady and you would come up te our maſquerade the third of May. 

kde fineſt thing ever ſeen. We ſup in a tranſparent temple that 

roſts ſour hundred and. 


ö 1 from him, I have ſome thoughts, of writing elf to. the 
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EDwann GIBBON Eh to J. Hor ROD Eſquire. 


* 
| DEAR HOLROYD, April 218, 1774: 


I BEGIN to flag, and though you 13 reproach. me as a bad 5 
correſpondent, I much fear that J ſhall every week become a. 
more hardened ſinner.” Beſides the oceafional obſtructions of Clarke 
and Deyverdun, 1 muſt intreat you to conſider, with your 1 uſual 
candour; 1. The averſion to | epiſtolary « converſation, which it has 
Pleaſed the dæmon to implaiit in my nature. 2. That Lam a very 
fine gentleman, a ſubſcriber to the maſquerade, where you and my 
Lady ought to come, and's am now writing ar Boodle's, in a fine velvet 
coat, with ruffles of my lady's an, Ke. 3. That the aforelald 
Bae gentleman is Recife an hiſtorian; and in truth, When I am 
writing a page, I do not only think it a fufficlent reaſon for delay, but 
even conſider myſelf as writing for you, and that, much more to the 
purpoſe chan if I were ſending you the little tattle of the town, of 
which indeed there is none ſtirring. With regard" to F REG,” hed 
Miniſter ſeems moderate, and the Houſe obedient. ' ae 
„ „ 28 laſt letter, by ſome unaccountable FAR 
reached me; ſo that your's, in every inſtance, amazed me. I imme- 
diately diſpatehed to him grouns and approbation.' , however, 
gives me very little uneaſineſs. 1 ſee that he is a bully, and that I 
have a ſtick . But the eurſed buſineſs of Lenborough, i in the midſt 
of ſtudy, diſſipation, and friendſhip, at times almoſt diſtracts me. 1 


am ſurely in a worſe lirvation then before 1 _ Va waar and | what 
diſtreſſes me icy no * ts 03 e * 1 

; oF) 1 6 F | a 
Hs ego nec "metas rerum, nec 23 7. 


. n 3 Both 


W nen ee ae by 
5 „ Beh Deyverdun and Clarke vin to be remembered te 50. The = Ee 
—_— 7 ee who has more taſte for the country than * * , could 
=: 5 Due nit pon, but he ſets out in a few days for the continent 
with Lord Midleton. Adi en. 
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N vt 15 „ SP eee 
1 * night, woo the mbh of Boadle', 88 | 
= _ ">. buſy and guineze;. 2 fum that, might hae fertiliſed. a pro- 2 
55 ee, (peck, ip; your.omn erde,), xaniſhed; in a. e hours, but 
eee hehing.it the fee of tht wolte ſplendid and ele- 
> 5 . ever: given in,a.feat. off the arts. and cpu 
Zh, Ie. I. Wed be..as, difficult to; deſeribe the magniſicenęe of the 
dne dec be eaſh in Wenpdecbg humour, af die night. The 
3 ons was above, the ether helem, all-relation. E left the-/Pantheon 
ene ms. wirt ten; took: a good walk, and returned | 
./* home to a more rational;entertainiuent;of;Rajt, Sir John Ruffell/ ank A 
8 Laſtelles, wh 0 dined with me. They have left ma this moment; and | = 
5 _ enumerate; the things Laid, of Shefbeld,//it ud forma 
much, longer letter than E hape. ang inclination tel wirite, 104 in 


ae thar SinJohp,means.c9 pab in-Sufax dhaivtatia}:of the boos 1 
term. © Every thing, in a word, goes; en very; pleaſantly; except 
| the terreſtrial; buſineſs. of, Leahorongh...» LaflSaturday ſCnnight 1 
Worte ton A , ta preſa him to ſeg u i , and;urge the ar. 
- bitration. He has not condeſcended to anſwer: mes Ab is a dead 
5 calm, ſometimes more fatal than a * For God's 9 me 
| advice.” SO WA IR, AT UAE AR. DPS U 


iA 91727 e a tie i i ee Pani 43 e 
b e tibet 7 . Hive 7 . 0% inte) Wait ; 
End net wfons! 1 air at * UH, Vat : 12518 alk 15 0 oy aft 
5 SE L 7 4 FE: x 1 TH 
Epwans Onnen Bere ry Mes.  Gimnon, Bath. 
„ JC ⁸ dvr. Colin I 1 
1 
DA MADAM: - un Det; neon“, 3 n. 


* you eder e de ge in the e od Ed ward 
Gibbon; a houfekeeper in Bentinck-Rreet ? If the ſtandard 
of writing and of affection were the ſame; 1 am ſute lie would ill- 


| deſerve it. I dd not will to diſcbvery how many days (I am afraid 


L ought to uſe ingtlier word) hive Elapſed ſinee the date of my laſſg 
or even of your laſt letter, and yet ſuch is the ſluggiſh nature of the 
beaſt, that I am afraid nothing but the arrival of Mrs. Bonfoy;' and 
the 'expeQation of Mr. Eliot, could have toufed me from my le- 
thargyz The Lady gave mie great ſatisfaction; by her general nc 
count of your health. and fpirits; But comniumitated ſome uncaſineſs, © 
by the mention of a little encounter, in the ſtyle of one of Don 
Quixote's, but which proved, I hope, as trifling as you at firſt ima- 


i gined it. For my own part, I am well in mind and body, buſy 


with my books, (which may- perhaps produce ſomething next year, 
either to tire or amuſe the world, ) and every day more ſatisfied with 
my preſent mode of life, wHich 1 always believed was calculated to 
make me happy. My only remaining uneaſineſs is Lenborough, 
Which is not terminated. By TORRES: s advice, I rather -what 
may be obtsned by a little mofe patience, than kum at ne in 
tte hort6rs' of Claicery. | But let us talk of for. ething aſe,” 

| pen ws younger every day. 'You remember, Ichink, in Neck W. 
| iel anagr raprecable woman, | Mit W * 4 + 4. The N 
5 is ay in fove with Ker, and \ferioully unealy that his preca- 
rious f fl ifnation } precludes him from \ happineſs. We ſhall ſoon ſee which, ; 


will ge *X the vers lov For reaſs reaſon. I bek three to two on love. 55 


% * © 2 
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317 1 Mrs. Porten tells me, that ſhe has juſt wri eee PABLO 
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- Grels my ſurpriſe alan Mrs. Gibbon of Northamptonſhire ſud- 
deny communicated her arrival. I immediately went to Surrey- 
ſtreet, where the lodged, but though it was no more than half 
2.n hour after nine, the Saint had finiſhed her evening devotions, 
and wag already retired to reſt. Feſterday morning (by appoint- 
ment) I breakfaſted with her at eight o'clock, dined with her to- 

day at two in Newman-ſtreet, and am juſt returned from ſetting her 


. ates 3 down. She is, in truth, a very great curioſity :: her dreſs and figure | 


1 thing we had at the maſquerade: her language and ideas 
belong to the laſt century. However, in point of religion ſhe was 
rational; that is to ſay, ſilent. I do noti believe that ſhe aſked a 
ſungle queſtioa, or ſaid the leaſt thing concerning it. To me ſhe 

behaved with great oordialiey, A 


F 


regard. ata 2 Ain TH 11 1 arts 1 


2 


| 10 80 40 a maſquerade once a year. Did you think her fuck a girl 
PE Tac dear Madam, OT * 
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Fo 75 125 * *þ, "ey May HY | 

Mork . folio. pages to you this morning, and yet you com- 
plain. Have reaſon, and have mercy ; conſider all the excellent 

| reaſons for filence which I gave you in, one of .my laſt, and expect 
my arrival in Suſſex, when I ſhall talk more in a quarter of an hour 
chan I could write in a day. 4 | fropos of that arrival; never pre- 
tend to allure me, by Painting in odious colours the duſt of London. | 


E.. 


I love the duſt, and e 1 move into the Weald, it is Nt viſic | 
X 2 


\ 


DW ARD ©IBBON! Eine 3 


you and my Lady; and not your trees. About e 1 
mean to give you à viſſtation. I leave it to Guile, Clarke, and the 
other light horſe, to prance down for a day or two. They all talk 
of mounting, but will not fix the day. Sir John Ruſſell, whom 1 
falute, has brought you, I ſuppoſe, all the news of Verſailles. Let 
me only add, that the Meſdames, by attending their fat her, have 
both got the ſmall-pox.. I can, make nothing of „ # , or BP 
IN You will leer at the ſhortneſs of this letter, —Swear.. 45 


we KAT.” 254 * f - ”" 5 } X34 - by 7 2 ＋ "34 . 125 * 
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ay e 1 Anguf arch, .. 

B- your fubmiſſion to the voice of * you eaſed me of a heavy 
' *” load of anxiety. L did not like your enterpriſe. -# * * 
* „ * „* . As to papers, I will ſhew you that I can keep 
them ſafe till we meet. What think you of the Turks and Ruſſians ? 


Romanzow is a great man. He wrote an account of his amazing. 


ſucceſs to Mouſkin Pouſkin here, and declared his intention of re- 
tiring as ſoon as he had conducted the army home; deſiring that 
Pouſkin would ſend him the beſt plan he could procure of an Eng- 
N liſh gentleman's farm. In his anſwer, Pouſkin promiſed to get it; 
but added, that at the ſame time he ſhould ſend the Empreſs a plan 
of, Blenheim. A handſome anon, I think, 1. TOM and, 
"" as * 0 


4 


- ” Se. 
* 
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hy $2 hots r 1 Wo 
33 F e dere * 177. 


"it Heberden . e een 
I mean the turnpike road; the only party which in good fenſe 
can be embraced is, without delay, to bring my Lady to Bentinck- 
 Areet, where you may inhabit two or three. nights, and have any ad- ; 
vice (Turton, Heberden, &c:) which'the town may afford, in a caſe 


that moſt aſſuredly ought not to be trifled with. Do this as you value 
our good opinion. The'Cantabs are ſtrongly in the ſame ſentiments. 


There can be no apprehenſions of late hours, &c. as none of Mrs. H.'s = 4 
raking acquaintance are in town. „% „ „ I 
Tou give me no account of the works. When ag vou inhibir the 

Wony'® Turn over--great things await you. , 5 

It is ſurely infinite condeſcenſion for a ſenator to beſtow his at. 

ene en the aint of = jirymait, A ſenator? Yes, de 


o 
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2 , Saga Divi promitters memo, * 5 225 1 
Adra, wolvenda diet, en attulit alu. THER 05 IE 
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be ene about half an hour after ſeven, as 1 was de 
ing an army of Barbarians, I heard a double rap at the door, 7570 
my friend * * #'* * was ſoon introdueed. After ſome idle cons 
verſation he told me, that if E was. deſirous of being in Parliament, 
he had an independent ſeat very much at my ſer vice. „ 
This f is a fine proſpect opening upon me, and if next ſpring I ſhould 


take my ſeat, and publiſh my book, it will be a very memorable 


2xra in my life. I am ignorant whether my borough will be # *. | 
E Adieu. 8 
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DE. tea LI. 
8 The Same 1 the . 1 | 
£2 i 1 December ud, 1774 
Tae you Belo a ailal 5 5 from Hugonin. Return it 
without delay, with obſervations. A manifeſto has been ſent 
to „ „2, which, muſt, I think, produce immediate peace or 
war. Adieu. We call have a warm day on the addreſs next 
Monday. A number of young members! Whitſhed, a diy man, 
aſſured me, that he heard one of them aſk, whether the king always. 
OT PRO WORTH Ou © we 


- - 


Yi . N. vn. ; | 2 . By 
Th Same to the Same. 


2 0 = . | Boopuuty, ow 1 its | 
S ee uy OS write, * they, are too idle, and 
_ ſometimes, becauſe they. are too buſy. The former was uſually. 
my. caſe, but at: preſent. it, is, the. latter. The: fate of Europe. and 
America ſeems . fully ſufficient to take up, the time of one man; and. | 
eſpecially, of a man who, gives up, a. great. deal of time fon the pur- 
pole; of public and, private, informatiom. I think I. have: ſugked.. * 
Mauguit, and, Hutcheſon very; dry; and if my conßdence was equab.. 
to my eloquence, and my eloquence to my knowledge, perhaps: I. 
might. make no very, n. e e, Mn . 
thall-ery da expoſe myſelf. 4 i. 


105 \Samgerseqazanditertewtom eos Ah en 


For my own part, Lam more and more convinced that we Have bot” 
the right and the power on our ſide, and that, though the effort may. 


de accompanied with ſome melancholy circumſtances, we are now” 


n at he degiſive. moment of preſerving, or of lofing-fdr-ever;" 
1 8 both 


ee 


6 . N. LV. 


both our trade and empire. We expeR. x next Thurſday or Friddy to 


be a very great day. Hitherts we have been chiefly employed in 
reading papers, and rejecting petitions. Petitions were brought from 


| London, Briſtol, Norwich, &cc. framed by party, and deſigned to 
delay. By the aid of ſome parliamentary quirks, they have been all 
referred to a, ſeparate inactive committee, which Burke calls a com- 


mittee of obliyion, and are now conſidered, as dead i in law. I could 


$237 20 £1 NO? 143) {11 
Adieu. a | Ne 
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DEAR MADAM. 91 1 
A. idle man has ne time, and A Safes man very little. As yet the 


Houſe of Commons turns out very well to me, and though it | 


houtd' never prove of any real benefit to me, I find It at leaſt a very 


agreeable coffee-houſe, © We are plunging every day deeper and 


deeper into the great büſimeſs of America; and T have hitherto 


"been a zealous, though ſilent, friend to the cauſe of goyernment, 


Which, in tbit inflance,” I chink the cauſe of England. I paſſed 


2 ws eber er Wee ws - peefettdy SE and the OY 
_ reduced to a ſtate, though not a temper of ſubmiſſion. * You | 
may ſuppoſe I heard a great deal of Petersfield. Le means 


to convict your friend of bribery, to tranſport, him for uſing. "mY 


- ſecond time old ſtamps, and to prove that Petersfield is. ftil a part 


of the manor of Beriton. I remain an eee Lam, 
1 eee 0% rt lad 20-36 bovis: 


Write you fifty little Houle of of Commons ſtories, but from their dum 
ber and nature they ſuit better a conference than a letter. Our ge- 
neral diviſions are hou 2506 JE and fiſty to eighty « on ninety, 


1 


1 e eee ee e Lord * * 
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7 | * 1 


'EDWA RD /GIBBAN. Eſquire. 
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* LX, 


bowan oi von * me B. Honor B | 


FF 4 4 * * 


en 3 


Febrrary 8th, 1775. 

"AM not dd, according to e hat withes, becauſe 1 

| "REN not 'a@ed'; there was ſack ati inundation of fpeakers; young 

ſpeakers iu every ſenſe of e werd; boch on Thurſday in the grand 
committee,” and *Monday on the repbrt to the” Houſe, cat neither 
Lord George Germaine nor myſelf could find room for à fingte 
word. The principal mem both days were Fox and Weddetburie, 
on the oppoſite ſides; the latter diſplayed His uftial talents; the for- 
mer, taking che vaſt campaſs of the queſtion” before us, alſcovered 
powers for regular debate, which neither his friends ho e not his 
onemies dreaded; We voted arr adifreſs,” (cure h 
ane hundred and ve,) of kues and fortunes, declaring Mulſattiufiits 
Bay in a ſtate of rebellion. More troops, but I fear not enough, . 
80 to America, to make an army of ten thoufand* mea at Boſton ; 
_ three generals, Howe, Burgoyne, and Glinton. In a few days we 
ſtop the porte of New: England. P ennnot write volumes; but I am 

more and more convinced; that wich Rrmnneſs af may go well; yet Þ 
ſometimes doubt. I am now: writing wich ladies, {Sir S. Porten 
and his bride,) and two card-tables, in the library, As to my filence, 
judge of my ſituation by laſt Monday. I am on the Grenvillian 
committee of Downton. We always fit from ten to three and a 


half; after which, dm e 5 ON far all three 
in the mai, Adieu, | 
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ions. ph: ping ln rallied under their proper 
de had the Middleſer election. I Wag a 

not; ſat by the Le 0 ho ſpoke well, and with temper, 
but, eos erate bo DG oe. Lam ſtill a mute; 
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e.: eder bear: it. She. 
he: Ducheſs of Broganza would have made the fame: 
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> a Fonniks: Ginzox! Hh e len ce. 


Daa MADAM, |» : TRL hs een, 
3 ee e e e EI talked in my laſt of 
two or. three; poſts, and I am almoſt aſhamed to: calculate. how 
eee Iwill, endeavont fur the future to -be- leſs: ſcan- 
dalous. Only believe that my cheart is innocent of the lazineſs of 
my hand, I do not mean to have recourſe to the ſtale and abſurd 
excuſe: of buſimieſs, though. I have really had à very conſiderable | 
GAG of 8 zone day, for 7% BI of cies. 
the! ben l. Attn, pon che whole, an agreeable: improve · 
— ny N e 75 e f buſirieſs, of ſtudy, 


40 like; - Whether the Houſe of Commons may ever prove of be- 


nefit to myſelf at country, is another queſtion. As yet L have: been 


mute. In the courſe of our American affairs; I have ſometimes had © 
a wiſh to ſpeak, but though I felt tolerably prepared as to the matter, 
dreaded expoſing myſelf in the manner, and remained in my ſeat - 

- afe, but inglorious. Upon the whole, (though I ſtill believe I a 


try,) I doubt whether Nature, not that in ſome inſtances 1 am un. 

grateful, hos given me the talents of an orator; and; I feel that 1 
oame into parliament 2 late to exert them. Do you hear of 
Port Eliot coming to Bath? and, above all, do yu hear of Charles | 
ſtreet Lane to eee in its Way to Eſſex, e. aunlul 


3 Ee eee Adieu. Dear Madam 4 :« 17 
5 77 Li an jb | 0 RA lr Fk Lamm truly * . Ts 
A et. Thott b meal ene 0 out 
| . Vie. Gibbon' refdence at Bath. „5 
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Den MADAM, ieee of Coe, haf r y- 

Sener of the PorheranianLiady: with grained pteuſure, and 
e e ae eee — : 


| Ham was! attealtedreab lets cerethony qual dons wes 
my tuned it: Lund North wamorrom, thy would) ſtill leave him 
neuf thoboſtrompinibrlio-therkingdoins Dy lid dhe I ſuppoſe 
e lies with ö. Lam: fare ob will:fay'overy thing kind unt 
ee = /:i1 ghd to aer e Be ee 
© Aitnici>t havetboon-ſoinethiag; more uf u oburtier- -Sow m, 
I cſappole;. that Holroyd ia juſt Rapped rover to Irehund for u fort- 
night, As paſſed three days: with ine on ctiis way. Deyverdun had 
lein me zuſt before your letter arrived, which d- fall ſoon- have an 
dppertusity of conveying to-him;. Thengh, Dflatter nryſelf, he broke 
from me with ſeme degree bf uncafineſs, the engagement could not. 
2 deelined- At the end af four yea lie hes un annnity of one 
Dunded pounds for -life,. and may for che remainder: of his days 
mien e decent independence in that country, which 4 phdldſopher 
wonid perhaps preßer to the æeſt uf Europe. Mer my own part, 
ufer the hurry of the'town-and'of [yarlianent, Lam (now retired to 
a villa in Bentinck- ſtreet, which L begin te find a: very pleaſing 
ſolitude, at leaſt as welEas if it were toro hundred miles from Lon 
don; becauſe. when I atn'tited of th& Roman. Empire, I. can. laugh 
| away the evening at:Footestheatre, which. could not do in Hamp- 
ſhire or Cornwall. ene en een, moſt truly yours... Es 
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All written, The-ceclefiaſtical part, for inſtance, is writtem out iin fur 
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ts Ny Lu. : ph e 11:9] 
Fowanp o e., to 1. B. Horzorn * 


„ 18 Auguſt it, 1775+ ; 

Y ovx apprehenſions of a precipitate-work, &c. are perfeQtly. ground + - 
leſs, I ſhould be much more addicted to a contrary extreme | 

The head is now printing: true, but it was written laſt year and the 
year before. - The firſt chapter has been compoſed ide Wouutau three + 
emes ʒ che ſecond.Trwice, and all che others have ndergone review, 3 
corrections, &c. As to che tail, it is perfeQly formed and digeſted, | . 
fand were I ſo much given to ſell- content anll haſte,) it is alnot 


teen ſheets, wehich I-meah to Dun! from beginhing to end. A. 
to dhe friendly (critic, it is very difficult: to fin one wo Is leidare,. 
_ eandour, freedom, and brother g 1 Batt nnd; 
_ critic; I print no more than Ke basüssdsepie r bend wltiebs; . 
and the ſecond (as-it happens frequently to my bettert) may receive: — 
many improvements. 80 much for Rome. We have nothing nen, 
from America. But I can venture to aſſure you, that adminiſtraton. 
is. no as unanimeus and decided as the occaſion requires. Some 
thing will be done this year; but in the Spring the foroe af the 
country will be exerted to the utmoſt. 'Scotch Highlanders, Iich. 
Papiſts, Hanoverians, Canadians, Indians, c. will all in various: 
ſhapes be employed. Parliament meets the firſt week in November. 
I think His Catholic Majeſty may be ſatisfied with his Summer' 8; 
amuſement. The Spaniards fought with great bravery, and made a 
ine retreat; but our Algerine friends e them as much in 12 
aonduct as in number. Adieu. | | 55 
* | LILY A 


1 Fo | *The Ducheſs has ſtopped Foote's piece. She ſent for him tio 


=: 3 1 Wucletbea. and threatened, bribed, argued, and wept for about 
8 5 two hours. He aſſured her, if theiChamberlain was _ "8 


3 + Eo 05 ſhould Publiſh it, with A dedication to ber Grace, ; 
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| 33 be. I think you will be in the wrong if ybu do, 
= . 1 1 5 1 was juſt as idle before. At all events, however, it is better 
do ſay ther werds, than to be totally a dumb dog. A pro 
. 08, but not of : your Pomeranian is the comfort of my 


4 


. ought to be. 1: flatter myſelf that our paſſion is 


VVV nt in a great hiſtorical work ; no leſs than | 
Miiſtory of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire; with we 

A d obne of I may very poſſibly oppreſa the publi ne 
© | _, winter.” It would require ſome pages to give a more particular idea | 
3 ith; ; but I ſhall'only ſay in general, that the ſubject is curious, ani 
© © never yet treated as it deſerves; and that during ſome years it has 
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1 64 RED deen in my thoughts and even under my pen. Should the att em | 
RS Aa it muſt be by the fault of the execution. e e is 


TVT Dear Madam, believe me moſt 
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_ fee their camp? We have great hopes of gettil 
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FTT S e aus tober 14th, 175. 
"x SEND you two pieces REY e from the beſt authority, and 8 
which, unleſs you hear them from ſome other quarter, 1 do not 5 

wiſh you ſhould talk much about. iſt, When the Ruſſians arrive, 
Gf they refreſh themſelves in England or Ireland will you go and 
a body of theſe 
Barbarians. In conſequence of ſome very plain advances, King 
George, with his own hand, wrote a very polite epiſtle to ſiſter 
Kitty, requeſting ker friendly aſſiſtance. Full powers and inſtrut- 
tions were ſent at the ſame time to Gunning, to agree for any force 
beten five,” and twenty thouſand men, carte blanche for the terms;. -/ 
on condition, however, that they ſhould ſerve, not as auxiliaries}, 
but as mercenaries, and that the Ruffian general Would be abſolutely 
under the command of the Britiſſ. They daily and hourly expett* 
a inefſenger, and hope to Hear that the buſineſs is concluded. - The 
worſt of it is, chat the Baltic will ſoon be frozen up, and that it muſt 
be late next year before they can get to America; 2. In the mean : 
time we are not quite eaſy about Canada; and even if it ſhould be 
ſafe from an attack, we cannot flatter ourſelves with the expectation 
of bringing down that martial" people on the Back Settlements,” The 
Prieſts are ours; the gentlemen very prudently wait the event, and 
are diſpoſed to join the ſtronger party; but the ſame lawleſs 2 59 
and impatience of government which have infected our Colonies, are FE 
gone forth among the Canadian peaſants, over whom, ſince the 
conqueſt, the nobleſſe have loſt much of their ancient: influence. 
Another: thing which will” Is and ny is the aſſurance which 

N e 5 7 I received 


. 


| * nilftaen; that no arta, no management whatſoever, have _ 
uAlſecd to procute the addreſſes 


CS nn ben winds e e bt whe Bet: cc came up, &@ we ould. | 


de at Sheffields We ſhalt heve, L 


ſe, 


= 1 in parliament, but the buſineſs will ſoon be decided by out ſuperior 


=” -. . fire” ebe, b believe there has been ſome vague but 
5 ſrious ennerſaten about calling oat the militin- The new levies-gg 


in Ireland 


i eee Diſſantere, both there and: Here, are 
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5 „ ad, deere me a great deal of pleaſurs... 5 have 
| but few dips of the preſs, or the pen. + hog md) ail; 1954400 


and avery-way agreeable f und L 
witten with all due modera» 


WE. opinions. 'The notes.and; quotations. will add; not a lite to the 
wulle of the work. The authority: of French writers, ſo 
| to you, has not infected you, however, with the fault. of ſuperficial 
quotations. I find, ſince I ſaw. you, that I muſt be in 


| 5 me chair at the Exciſe Office to - morrow i which ſervige will oonfine 
5 | | „„ eee e ee 


Nose 42:94 | Lam ner ny, der Sir, „ 
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49, reccived, (at. leaſt, once reoeived) | 
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5 Her 40 you do? Are yo def „ 
of ſaow ? Lite merely to trimmphi in the fuperiority of my own 
ſituatien, and to. rejoice. in my qn prudence, is dot going-down.to | 
Shaffield-place. as 1; ſerioully,. but fooliſhly, intended to do laſt work. 
We p antly with the Roman Empire, and ſhall certainly 
maße our appearance, before the end of next mouth, I have nothing 


public. Tou knew we have got eighteen Germans from 
Heſſe, Brunſwick, and- Heſſe Darmſtadt. I think our meeting will 


be lively; a ſpirited minority, and a deſponding majority. The 


higher people are placed, the more gloomy are their countenances, the 


more melancholy: their langunge . Lou may eall this cowardice, but 

I fear it ariſes from their knowledge (a late knowledge) of the dif- 
ficulty arid magnitude of the buſineſs. Quebec is not yet taken. 1 
hear that Carleton is determined never to capitulate wich rebels. A 
glorious reſolution, if it were ſupported with fifty thouſand men ! 
Adieu. I bert my Lach and Maria. Make my Excite to the 
1 for W n her MAW, 


<4 
4 & 4 


. 8 oy Evi. on WHY) 4 5 
 Evivany unden Beere 40 2 Hornovo Ebene, 


0 Imam 29th, 1776. 
H Ants; &e. ACLs; e and devoured 
with appetite. Send more (id g of hares. I believe, in my laſt 
L forgot ſaying any thing of the ſon of Fergus; his letters reached 
him. What think you of the ſeaſon? Siberia, is it not? A plea- 


"fant campaign in America. I read and pondered your laſt, and 


think that, in the place of Lord G. G. you might * ſucceed; 
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it the diſtance of three theuſand- miles. You know, that a large 
© Uraught of guards are juſt going to America ; poor dear creatures ? 
We are met; but no buſineſs. Next week may be buſy; Scotch 
| miſting Se. Roman Empire (firſt part) will be finiſhed in a week, 


or fortnight. At laſt, I have heard Fexier; wonderful Embrace 
x Lady... The weather too cold to turn over the page. Adieu. 


Since mis, L received your lat, and honour your care of dhe old 


* 


women; a reſpectable name, w. which, in ſpite of my Lady, may fuit 
Jrcges;” Biltiops, Generals, c. F am Tejoiced to hear of Maria's 


inoculation. | I know not hen you have done ſo wiſe a thing. You 


a excelleiit houſe,” Ken 5 
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ö „ \Bynrincs-Srakrr, February 5 . 777 


ov are N Btken about your dates. It is to-morrow rei, | 


the ſeventeenth, that my book will decline i into the world. 
e that by. degrees you begin to. underſtand 


advantage of a civilized city. Adieu. No public buſineſs; 1. g 
ment has ſat every day, but we have not had a fingle debate. 1 
dhink you will have the book on Monday. e e een 


_ though 1 n not a 1881 wilt one to ee PE 
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j Extra wk Latter FIRE De: ROBERTSON 7 "A ebe dated 


CO EAR March 15, $7266 10 


© G — - Gives my laſt I ve read Mr. Gibbon's Hil 


971 5 tory with much attention, and great pleaſure. 
n is a a work of very bigh m merit indeed. He paſſeſſes 12 5 induſtry 
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ADW ARD GIBBON! gas- | {7 25 400 
FORTY without which no man deſerwes the name ois | 


| His narrative is perſpicuous and intereſting ; his ſtyle is elegant and 
forcible, though in ſome paſſages I think rather too laboured, a 


others too quaint. But theſe defects are amply compenſated by the 
beauty of the general flo of language, and a very peculiar: hap⸗ 


pineſs in many of his expreſſions. I have traced him in many of 


his quotations, (for experience has taught me to ſuſpect the aceuracy 
of my brother pen- men, ) and I find he refers to no paſſage but what 


he has ſeen with his on eyes. I hope the book will be as ſucceſaful 
as it deſerves to be. I have not yet read the two laſt chapters, but 


am ſorry, from what I have heard of them, that he has taken ſuch 


a tone in them as will give great offence, and hurt the ſale of the 


Ne LXXI. 


I. FERGUSON to Mr. Gisson. 


oy; DEAR. SIR, Fo RR; . 7 8 i ease Mid March 19th, 17 


„ 


RECEIVED, about eight days ago, Aer 1 had been reading your 


_ '* Hiſtory, the copy which you have been ſo good as to ſend me, 
420 for which I now trouble you with my thanks. But even if 
had not been thus called upon to offer you my reſpects, I could not 


have refrained from congratulating you on the merit, and undoubted 
ſucceſs, of this valuable performance. The perſons of this place 
whoſe judgment you will value moſt, agree in opinion, that you 


have made a great addition to the claſſical literature of England, and 


given. us what Thucydides propoſed leaving with his own country- 


men, a poſſeſſion in perpetuity. Men of a certain modeſty and merit 
always exceed the expectations of their friends; and it is with very 
great pleaſure I tell you, that although you muſt have obſerved in 


me every mark of conſideration and regard, that this is, neverthe- 
Mo the caſe, I receive your inſtruction, and ſtudy your model, - 


MOR, | Winn 
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in Hands ſo well able to cecte it. Some 


were inpatient to get at the fifteenth heed | 
—— T have not heard: much of their 5 1 
bes am ted I wiſk to be 1 
an, eee 
99! xe 26 thn com h 122 | | 
fail to lay in my claim to à more needed, and more uſeful admoni- : 
don from you, id. eaſe Herr produce any dag ihr merits pour 
IJ ieieLeN2Riann FREGUSON. 55 
JJV ad = on” 5 | 
of « 4 Eerer from: Mr. Davin Hunz td Mr. STRAHAN, ER 
e „ 
y ak very much | 
"Roman "Hiſtory, which came from your 
Cadell's. The Author tells me; chat he is ales Preparing a | 
edition. _ I reſblved te have given li" my allvice with reg: ] 
manner of printing it; but as am how writing to you, it it is che — = 
Tons thing. He ought certainly to print the number of the e 
at the head of the margin; and it would be better if fomattiing öf | 
the contents could alfo be added. One is alſo plague 6 | with his nc | 
according to the preſent method of printivg the book > when a note 
is announced, you, turn to the e end of dhe volume ; and: there you | 
TE a Wat r 128 1 | 


1 
e995 21 tka | 
* 


l GIBBON: e 0 


$F4 


12 WP * * $1 * 
7 * 55 ws. wm * ”= FF. * 4 * «x * Fs 
522 Sf 3 "2 : Fe , 5 4 8 „ 4 . a * * — 
a * * * LE» LY BY 3 * Me: 
5 * n — * +.» . 1 4 
„ * „ 7 «4 In 
r , > = . * * 
F 23: - ow « . , * © os, 3 77 
bs L - F > * — * FE - 
= & % — = - 
= . 6 . 1 * 7 | 1 
9 bs * — 
— 7 * 6 9 
8 | K 2 - * 7 
= / 9 ＋ 
— o 
* . N * * 
8 = 
* 
2 = - 
Is 1 5 # 
; * 


be but u fd to an desen All theſe authos 
ties ought only to be printed at the margin, or the bottom of the 
page. I defire a copy of my new edition ſhould he ſent to Mr: 
_ Eiddon} ao-wiſhing that gentleman, whom I {o-highly value, ſhould 
work. FEY & ) Ht te tn avoir ond 


—_ 


„ „ „6 J 
work that has come from your preſs this winter; but 1 have ven- 
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3 DEAR 81. 7 e eats wc tz Epinzunous April a8, . 
2Þ SHOULD make. CR os not writing you ſooner an an- 
rer to your obliging letter: but if you ſhould honour me fre- 
quently with ſuch requeſts,” you will find, that, wich very good in- 
tentions, I am a very dilatory and irregular correſpondent. I am. 
ſopry to g e that aur reſpectable friend f is ſtill declining in his 
barly of bie eur proſpect of dying. His mother, ir ſeems, died 
under the ſame ſymptome; and it appears fo little neceſfary, or 
proper, to flatter: him, that no one attempts it. I never. ohſerved 
his underſtanding more clear, or his humqur more pleaſant and: 
lively. He has a great averſion to leave the tranquillity of his own. 
houſe, to 80 in ſearah of health among inns. and beſtlers. And his 
friends--here gave way to him for ſome time; but now think it. 
neceſſary that he ſhould make an effort to try what change of place 
and air, £ or any thing elſe Sir John Pringle may adviſe, can do for: 


5 . + Mr. Hume. jt 


* * PII A ES "PL * 9 Y * . LE FAY 8 9 2 9 * % * 
282-2) IS Uo 5 > 1 Ro BA 7 . 22 * > * 1 * * * PSs Te en 1 s * + * "= 2 m 2 7: WE "> 2 05 2 * 
* TR 2 B * 1 1 * * — 55 K 74 : * * 5 * 
1 N „ * — = * F —— » 8 7 Nn 5 4 p > ? 3 Cn 1 „ f — 1 
* . ec 1 YL * ſs bs GT ST A TEARS; 4 155 
9 1 9 5 a G bo A % ? .. a 4 * ; 9 * \ « * 8 
1 * 72 1 * g i 75 - . "> N . \ 
$ 2 * ; £ _ 4 — " © My a» : 3 * 
. 2 = a Ws SN ' + IF 7 ; 2 n „ 
Fo Ns, & N * = bs : = 
x — ons 5 by aw 4 - 
" : — 
— 5 p , 0 * 
8 $ 8 1 { 


* X - & 
, R < 1 * & . C o : = * * « : . 
-< 5 « 8 bY - — 4 F 
y * x : 4 "os 1 Is : 2 , | 
- re * — I i + * A a - N 4 7 bs - 
1 8 < 4 d. : , G . 1 N 0 - 
; . Ke f wy - 1. 3 r 7 A e » £4 
3 — * 5 K Yr — N % ” 7 ' 
7 2 * * N 7 bs 9 1 7 : 4 
q : * o * * . a 1 4 * 
.. = "2 2 * - . 
* / = J - 8 1 


— 2 Ln him this morningiin the mind to 3 in this article, : 
; - 5 F BY hope that he will a ae 2 ry 
r 0 ts 1, 13 
II am very glad that the W en . little on 
|, yourſelf; throughoour: feeble/reſtimony,! 1 have, as you fuppole, 
} . 58 5 been employed, at any intervals of leiſure or reſt 1 have had for 
dome years, in taking notes, or collecting materials, for a Hiſtory 
1 of the diftraQtions that broke down the Roman Republic, and 
N ended i in the eſtabliſhment of Auguſtus and his immediate ſucceſſors. 
The compliment you are pleaſed to pay, I cannot accept of, even to 
muy ſubject. Your ſubject now appears with advantages it was not 
muppoſed to have had; and I ſuſpect that the magnificence of the 
„ mouldering ruin will appear more ſtriking, than the ſame building 
135 5 he the view is perplexed with ſcaffolding, workmen, and diſor- 
dleerly lodgers, and the ear is ſtunned with the noiſe of deſtructions 
And repairs, and the alarms of fire. The night which you begin 
. to deſcribe is ſolemin, and there are gleams of light ſuperior to what 
3 Iz z:᷑2ꝛ to be found in any other time. I comfort myſelf, that as my 
| SN Ny trade is the ſtudy of human nature, I could not fix on a mote inte- 
T reſting corner of it, than the end of the Roman Republic. Whether 


* 


take the liberty to trouble you with the incloſed for: Mr. Smith, 
whoſe uncertain ſtay in London makes me at à loſs how to direct for 
him. FFC 
5 . e eee e 
JJ 15 1 wich the greateſt reſpect, e 
15 VVV 2 
TE 44 wen moſt chin, and moſt humble e. 
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art 1:9 S . May oth, 5 
12 3 od eee ee 
foreign parts, more eſpecially as 1 have an advantage which Sir | 
' Wilful had not, that of underſtanding your foreign lingos. With 
regard to Mrs. Gibben, her intended viſit,” to which I was not to- 
tally a ftranger, will do me honour; and, though it ſhould delay t 
my emigration till the end of July, there will ſtill remain the months 
of Auguſt, September, and October. Above all, abſtain from giving 
the leaſt hint to any Bath correſpondent, and perhaps, if I am not 
provoked by oppoſition, the thing may not be abſolutely certain. 
At all events, you may depend on a previous viſit. At preſent, 1 
am very buſy with the Neckers. L live with her, juſt as L uſed to do 
twenty years ago, laugh at her Paris yarniſh, and oblige her to be- 
come -a' ſimple. reaſonable” Suiſſeſſe. The man who might read 
Engliſh buſbands' leſſons of proper and dutiful behaviour, is a ſenſible * 
good-natured ereature. In about a fortnight I launch again into the 
world in the ſhape of a quarto volume. Cadell aſſures me, that he 
never remembered ſo eager and impatient a demand for a ſecond 
edition. The town is beginning to break up ; the day after to- 
morrow we have our laſt day in the Houſe of Commons, to inquire 


| ; Into the inſtructions of the commiſſioners. I like the man; and the: | 


motion appears plain. Adieu. I dined with Lord Palmerſtone ton 
day; great dinner of catches. I embrace my Lady and the Maria. 
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b del you ny ching of the change, or rather changes, of go- 
I g of them my F bur | 
ae ed 
The news from 


e ee 5 My new birch happened 
YT now tt 


of ». * * 
the two laſt chapter. Adieu. 
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5 | The Same in ide bes. Pk 
0 8 WET MAJ) S010 35%). 57. 95 RY . s e 8 
7 DOOL EL ett 7 Wali 1 —_— TT Jong t · 6. + 
. yes, I am alive, and well ; but what ſhall I ay? Town 
' grows empty, aud this haue; dere 8 
able hours, is the only" place wich IF uniess che flower of the 
Englith youth.” The ilk of li Trg, hong) be are. W -- 
J %˙wÄ of play; "1" bave = 
 fotind more ente . and eben rational Tociety: here, thun in 
any &thet club to which T'bilor „ NM. Gibbon fill hangs in fur 
5 Penſe, and feetas to confider a toy n-expeditibn with horror: Ichinie, 
however, that we wilt be 1966 in mbdbſß; an deten F nes der "He 
Bendgck-Arest, we hall Perhaps talk of a Sdetßeld ereurfion- Far 
| Howe deeply ch in the Tei in Coltantine, and, flop the ſpe⸗ 
cimens which. 1 have already ſeen en, 1 |.cap 76 2754 ro promits, thatrhs | 
ſecond volume wi Jl not be. ba q 2 fen. The Atte 
hundred copies Aa movin off. with decent ſpeed, and che obli iging | 
Cadell begins to mutter omething of a third A for next year. 


No news of Deyverdun, or. his Freneh tranſlation. What a _ 2 


dog! Madame Necker has been go cat while. I gave her, OY 
7 en partant, the moſt clens M Ge bt" ollowing her paws in leſs = 
than two months ; but the, voice of indolence begins to whiſper a a 
thouſand” deulties, and unleſs your abſurf policy ould thoroughly 
5 , provoke me, the Pariſian journey may poſſibly be deferred, I rejoice | 
| ik in the ; progreſs of „ * + # towards light. We are in expeQation 


\merican NEWS. . Catteton is made a Knight « of the Bath, 
a report of "Witkingrqn's $ \Feſignation, and quarrel with, th he * oe [= 
greſs, ſcems to revive, 8 u. | 25 
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* very great. pleaſure, 2 15 : 
'tlong were indecd. high hea, I began itz ut vou, the en- 
x cond chew. What wade me n 
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1 expect you: at t fire o'clock Tueſday, without a fore throat. 
Lou bave ere this heard of the Thocking accident N 


FA 
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5 
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as up the attention of the town. © Our old acquaintance * . „ 
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Phe he ed oe RO IH By his own indolence, rather 
I > 7 od 3 3 HEN Gu = 4 | vx than 
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+ | * js 7 - Than extravagance, his circumſtances were embarraſſed, and he had 
Ry 25 0 frequently declared himſelf tired of life. No public news, nor any. 


© 738 * material expected, till the -6f "this," 'or the. beginning of next 
"als 7 2 month, when Howe, will ye collected his whole force. 
„ tough buſineſs inderd-. Tun fre by their declaration, that they 
maaave now paſſed the Rubicon, and rendered the work of a treaty in- 


= 5 : Fabel more difficult, Toufwill perhaps ſay, ſo much the better; 
"ut oo but 1 do affure you, that the hinking frier al Goyernavent are 


* | no meats ſanguine. . take the opportui eatipg turtle 
oh 155 Garti rick"at Hampton. Adieu. „ | 55. Ha oat br tt Hs ore 
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e ery, impatient, $63 ky 5 iſter the meeting) to run down, between. J.. 
dae Friday and Monday, aud bring you the lat editions of things. 
EK, - MINS pa. * tion, % The e t . — 
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"AS; thr! Davie Huthe #4 Es ſuſtained 1 great 
bet in B dest: Tie wos interred n ern 
ed in the burying ground on the Colton. egit Th r 
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385 Left the warm precincts of the cheerful day, 
Nor caſt one longing, lingering look 09:40 . 
on that airy elevated cemetery, which; on account of 
ent tetrace now carried round the hill, is greatly fre- 
0 „ eipicuons, aft aft Eften call k 
furs 16 kereibfanbt Ir has been rembirked; that che fürtte day on 
e Le g gare birch to Vil; ab##inidft Wente e: 
vert 10ʃ85 p ahck terstüré van probably Rad tttemfelves not 
ee oh refleGibg wan unte Raze year in Which they 
Were uehtireck of Hue 'GibBbix vole M5, füperder in ff r6- 
$488; TN Gentleman Hifts ry "of che chte Of che Roman 
Empire appears to: miez in Poti df eommpeſitton; ee prra ty "Me 
fineſt production in ' Engliſh, without any exception. I hardly 


thought the language capable « of arriving at his correctneſs, perſpi- 
cuity, and ſtrength e e e 


+4 


. Mr. Hume died 3 at Edinburgh, Avgalt 4 165 17176 
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pore you batt a at my filence 3 8 5 bark. This 
is niet a time fot? correſpondence. Parliament, viſits, dinners, 
fuppers, and an hour 6r:two ſtolen with difficdlty for the Decline, | 


teave but very little leiſure. I ſend you the Gazette; and have ſcarcely 
any thing to add, except that about five hundred of them have de- 


ſerted to us; and thut the New Vork incendiaries were immediately; 
and very Juſtifiublyg deſtinell to the cord. Lord G. G. with whom 
I had @ long converſation lat night, was ir high ſpirits, and hopes 
t reconquer Germany in Ametica. | On tlie ſide of Canada, he 


only feat Cirletor's flowne/e, but Utitertains great expectations ay 
the Tight" trobps ab India, under Sir William Aae unn. who ate 
Kitt from Ofrego town the Mohawk River to Albany, will oblige 
the Provintials to give up the defence öf the Lakes, for fear of being 
eu o. "The" report" ef 4 foreign” war fobfides. Houſe of Com- 
mobs dull, aud oppoſitien'talle of faſperiding hoſtifities from deſpait. 

_ VB an6tiftfions” pafflphlet und Dt. Watson ot ädgaftift mie ; fin 
my opinion) We fbrmer feeble; 26 ber RL A UG tbe wi 
commonly genteel. At laſt I have had a letter from Deyverdun ; 


wretched excuſes; nothing*done ; vexatious enough. To-morrow 
I wirite to Suard, a very ſkilful tranſlator of Paris, who was here in : 
the ſpring with the Neckers, to 9 him (if. not too wel. to. under-- | 


take it. Adieu. 
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Ft 14 Stoke 2 ita der risegera gar. Nene her ade 
ta earlieſt opportunity of | 

ts and thanks to; Dr. Watſon, and of expreſſing his ſenſe 

which he has received from ſo eandid an 
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+ Hiſtory, which "might perhaps 
5. but he ee! hinaſelf the, ponies 
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| Caunnivor, November 4th, FA 
Do- Pe neg with pt Mr, Gibbon's polite invitation 
; to a perſonal acquaintance. If he comes to town this winter, 
Will certainly do himſelf the honour to wait upon him. Begs, at the 
"fame time, to aſſure Mr. Gibbon, that he will be very happy to have 
an opportunity of ſhewing him every civility, if curioſity, or other 
motives, ſhonld bring him to Cambridge. Dr. Watſon can have 
ſome faint idea of Mr. Gibbon's difficulty in reſiſting the temptation 
he ſpeaks of, from having been of late in a ſituation ſome what 
ſimilar himſelf. It would be very extraordinary, if Mr. Gibbon did 
not feel a/parent's partiality for an offspring which has juſtly excited 
the admiration of all who have ſeen it; and Dr. Watſon would he 
the laſt perſon in the world to wiſh him to ſuppreſs any explanation 
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Line FL Burgoyne. "They embarked on the Lakes the thir- 

tieth September, with eight hundred. Britiſh ſailors, ſix thouſand 

f regulars, and a — force ſuperior to any poſſible oppolition : but 

the ſeaſon was ſo Je advanced, chat they expected only to occupy 

es * and afterwards to return and 1 5 
their 
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| wr 5 Hs 5 dcr winter 8 in Canada. e i we bad a 3 in e 


. Houſe, from a proclamation of che Howes, ' which made its firſt ap- 
5 Pearanee in the Morning Poſt} and which nobody ſeems to under- 
Ee: tand. By this time, my Lady may: ſee that I have not much reaſon 


5 8 . 0 = | to fear my antaganit.-: Adiea, a en Tar., „ 
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85 N 5 1 11175 „FFC | Reiday! Evening, — 
Wes fromthe Lakes Aerea seid wüsel me rere 
| were repulſed with conſiderable loſs. They burnt and aban- 
Bones Crown Point. Carleton is beſiegitg Picodderoga. Carleton, 
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: A. 1 preſume, my Lady does not make a practice of tumbling 
N down ſtairs « 8 day after dinner, by this time the colours 
: OR mun "have, faded, and the high places 0 mean dhe temples) 
. reduced. tig a proper fever,” But what; in the name of the reat 
„ 3 I is the meaning of her ws the Urban expedition ? Is i 
e 8 D her own po r a 
x KJ | | 
| EE | . 7; 


| ' EDWARD 'GIBBON' Efiiite, 513 
from the ſecret machinations of her domeſtic tyrant? At all events, 
I expe you will both reme you engagement of next Saturday 


in Bentinck-ſtreet, with Dot 165 ina, the Mountaineer *, 1 &e. 
Things go on very proſperouſiy i in America. Howe is himſelf | in 


the Jerſeys, and will puh ht leaſt as far as the Detawkt River. The 


continental (perhaps zozw the rebel) army is in a great meaſure dif- 
perſed, and Waſhington, who wiſhes to cover Philadelphia, has not 
more than ſix or ſeven thoutiad” men with kita” unten deßgus ch 


conquer Rhode Iſland 1 in his way home. But, What T think of much 5 


pred conſequence, a a proyitice made its ſbtniſſiön, and deſſted to 


reinſtated j in the peace of the King. "It is indeed only pdor Uitle 


Georgia; ; and the application was made to Govertior Tonyn of Flo- 
rida. Some diſguſt at a Ne ſtep of the Congreſs, who removed 
the Prelident of their Prov incial Aﬀſembly, A leading and pop! 
man, co-operated with the fear of the Indians, who began to am 
themſelves with the exerciſe of ſealping on their Back Seen 
Town "fills, and we are mighty agreeable. Laſt year, on the Queen” s 


birth-day, Sir G. Warren 150 his diamond ſtar cut off his coat; this 


day the fame accident happened to him again, with another ſtar 
worth "ſeven hundred” pounds, He had better Ber by the 
ng Adieu, t . 


The Honourable General Simon Fraſer. 
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n ext cebit e itn * TY Brig b 5 
N due obedience to thy dread commands L write. 

But what ſhall I, ſay 2 My life, though, more lively than y. yours, is 
bene ne A very little reading and writing! in the morn | 
ing; bones. ar gr. guts.” * from, two to; four, Pleaſ 1 dinners from five t 
Wn alterwards clubs, With an oceaſional afſembly, or ſupper, 
America affords. nothing very ſatisfaftory ; ; though. we haye many 

ring Jehorte, you, may Rig affured that we are ignorant of the con- 

ſequence Fl 1 I x C 5375 es Kare FR now at t 1 wy elbow, de- 
einig 98 on the impoſſib llity of keeping. A America, Vice a vidtorious. 
N has been unable to alata any extent of ' poſts. in the fingle. 
Province. of. Jerſey, Lard North. i is Out of danger, (we trembled for- 


bis important, mant exiſtence). IL now; expect that my Lady and Ui 


ſhould, fix. the time. fot che promiſed. viſit FI 
"Ei Adieu. . e 


A . 


1 


MR ar nil dcatrornH wit 4 j i 
Ie N 
Lie Same to the Same, 
1997: 


you deſerve, = we exult in your W and diſappointments. 
Why would you bury yourſelf : L dined- in Downing: ſtreet 
Thurſday laſt; and I think Wedderburne was at leaft as agrecable 
a companion as your timber-ſurveyor- could be. Lee is certainly- 
wake, but Lord North does not. apprehend he is coming dome. 


* Mr. Gibbon at. this e 3 Dr. Hunter's Anatomical W | 
1 N Eo We 


EDWWARD OBO W —© oy 


We are not elear whether he behaved with courage or.puſilanimity - 
when he ſurrendered himſelf ; but Colonel Keene told me to-day, 
| that he had ſeen a letter from Lee ſinee his confinement. © He im- 
<4 putes his being taken, to the alertneſs of Harcourt; and cowardice 
« of his on guard hopes he ſhall meet his fats with fortitude; 
but laments that freedom is not likely to find a reſting- place in any 
part of the globe.” It is ſaid, he was to ſucceed e We 
know Ap e 4h Ex but there. bas beęn a b 
Adieu. 10 l B05. abe i 21953 11,65 1 7 one 101¹⁵ 
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8 Bino undo 215 10 baren Night, April 12th, 7775 
Vega is gone to * and I flatter myſelf that by 

your aſſiſtance I ſhall be enabled to loſe a thouſand a year. upon 
Lenborough before 1 return from Paris. The day of my departure 
Rant, is talked of: But if any. India buſineſs, ſhopld come. on after 
the Civil Liſt, it will, occaſion; ſome delay, otherwiſe things are in 
great forwardneſs. Mrs. Gibbon is an enemy to the whole plan; 
and I muſt anſwer, in a long letter, two very ingenious objections 
which ſhe has ſtarted. 1ſt; That 1; ſhall be confined, or put to 
death by the prieſts; and, 2dly, That I (hall fully my moral cha- 
racter, by making love to Necker's wife. Before I go, I will conſult 
Newton, about a power of attorney for you. By the bye, I wiſh you 
would remember a ſort of promiſe, and give me one day before I go. 
We. talk chiefly of the Marqu uis de la Fayette, who was here a few 
weeks ago. He is ahout twenty, with an hundred and thirty 
thouſand livres : a year; the nephew of Noailles, who is ambaſſador 
here. He has bought the Duke of Kingſton's yatch, and is gone 
to join the eee, The Court appear to be angry with him. 
Ackeu. 
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3 og dg 0959511, 03 1:7 Atwoap!s, Saturday Night, Api tem 177. 
1 * not peſſible as yet n eee eee That cir- 
ceumſtance depends on the ſtate of India, and will not be deter- 
mined till the General Court of next Wedneſday. I know from the 
Il authority, if the violence of the Proprietors about the Pigot, can 
be checked in the India-houſe by the influence of a Government ma- 
Jority, the Miniſter does not wiſh to exert the omnipotence of Parlia- 
ment; and I ſhall be diſmiſſed from hence time enough to ſet forwards 
on Thurkday the firſt of May. On the contrary, ſhould we be in- 
volved im thofe perplexin 'affiirs, they muy ealily detain me till 
the middle of next But as all this is very uncertain, I 
direct you and my Lady to appear in town to-morrow ſeven- night. 
F have many things to ſay. | We have been animated'this week; and, 
notwithſtanding the erer oc” y recommended by Charles Fox 
and err dun eee ee Adieu. 7 gal 
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4b news from en Hugonin, comfort 
me; correct or expel „ * * 3; fell e ane” remove 
my temporal cares. "When do you arrive? | CS NP 
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The Same to the Same... gb 55 


1 


be — dabgl bay. 
1˙ is uncertain whether India comes to Weſtminſter this year, and 
it is certain that Gibbon goes to Paris next Saturday ſeven-night. 
Therefore Holroyd muſt appear in town the beginning of next 
week. ten emen 
e | : 
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| PO Stored e e CG” 
M. expedition does nr de- very er The wind; 

which for ſome days had been fair, paid me the compliment 

of changing on my arrival; and, though I immediately ſecured a 

"veſſel, it has been impoſſible to make the leaſt uſe of it during the 

| whole of this tedious day. It ſeems doabtful, whether I ſhall get out 
to-morrow morning ; and the Captain afſures me, that the paſſage 
will have the double advantage of being both cold and rough. Laſt 
night a ſmall privateer, fitted out at Dunkirk, with a commiſſion: 
from Dr. Franklin, attacked, took, and has carried into Dunkirk Road, 
the Harwich Packet. The King's meſſenger had juſt time to throw 
his diſpatches over-board. He paſſed! through this town about four 
o clock this afternoon, in his return to London. As the alarm is now: 
given, our American friend will probably remain quiet, or will be 

| | 2. L ſoon | 


4's 
N N 


*r 


? ſoon caught; ſo that I have not much apprehenſion for my perſonal 


ent z e eee too good to laſt. 6 6 f 4a KY 


ſafety; but if ſo daring an outrage is not followed by puniſhment 


and reſtitution, it may become a very ſerious buſineſs, and may pol 
fibly ſhorten my ſtay at Paris. 
 Adieu, 1 hall write by the fit 'o 


e anita, 
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„ 8 . Data Wedneſday, May 7th, = 


Porr nibilo Phetbus. A pleaſant paſſage, an excellent houſe, a 
good dinner, with Lord + * , whom I found here. Eaſy 


 Cuſtom-houſe officers, fine weather, &c. ] am detained to-night by 


the temptation of à French comedy, in a theatre at the end of Deſ- 


ſein's garden; but ſhall be in motion to-morrow early, and hope to 


dine at Paris Saturday. Adieu. I think I nn 


4.4 


8 N en 5 1 g ; ' 
2 e Verio en JC. ³⅛5Wꝛ vin 36 nns Eos 


* — = 9 - : 
x 1 - # C,; * 
x 


; 5 * , * * * * 
* bo x4 £$ * g 15 ; 4 
. * 1 1 7 \ 8 * F * © } 17 11 * = 7 + 2 3 * 14 * 1 * _- ” * — 4 5 
2 ©” N : - «4 ; >. >> 92 g 8 1 2 4 = | 346 f: A 311 . 5 
x 27 Ft 1 E 4 * s #4 n - — * 
„„ HY, naps 3 yew. 1 * r DI : 
11 83 2 3 : 5 H Sf 3 £33 Fa# LY Mb >: of = g - 3 3 * 4 — 1 F $1 21 as 4 K 7 
e . - enn 
— Te * : : f * y 
= «+ Sx C1 Bag £362 4 4 8 4 e 645 9% s 
* 11 NT. 9 54 i I 22. 145 6 tr 14 64 3 4 21 I 1 9 2 0 
i 
928 7 LL h * 
N VIII IA RTSON 40 u. lte 
. 
EY 4 > © 4 3 ES 34. ＋ bp o "P 822 "II * * 1:6 1 0 25 Sw g * by 4 + ve 
2 . * * > 3 T3 4 x 1 \ , [24 - 3 X + 4 18 


JT 


81 Bid Fro hoon Erna js enen tf 1 PAO 1977 


Av deſired Mi, Staban to . the liberty of ſending you, in 


my name, a copy of the Hiſtory of America, which I hope you 


will do me the honour of accepting, as a teſtimony, not only of my 


1 but of my gratitude, for the inſtruction which I have re- 
* | 1 ceived 


DWA AD BON nas, Fig 


e Bun your writings, as well as the eredit you have done me, 
by the moſt obliging manner in which you have mentioned my 


name. I wiſh the preſent work may not diminiſh ſentiments ſo 


flattering to me. I have taken much pains to obtain the approbation. 
of 'thoſe whoſe good opinion one ought to be e to ſecure, 


U I truſt that my induſtry at leaſt will be applauded... 


An unlucky indiſpoſition prevented me from: extcutticg a Cams: | 
which I had formed, of paſſing two months of laſt ſpring in London. 
The honour of being made known to you, was one of the-pleaſures 
with which I had. flattered myſelf. - But I hope to be more fortunate 


| next year; and beg that you will believe that I am, with great re- 
ſpect, Sir, your moſt obedient, and moſt humble ſervant. 
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by Mr. Gen to Dr. ROBERTSON... 1 | 
: ST R. | LO . | Pans, 1777. 
W. HEN 1 Fee to ahne the character af Hiſtorian, the firſt,, 
the maſt natural, but at the ſame. time the moſt ambitious, . 


wiſh which I entertained, was to obtain the approbation of Dr. Ro- 
bertſon and of Mr, Hume; two names which friendſhip united, and 


which poſterity will never ſeparate. I ſhall not. therefore attempt to 
diſſemble, though I cannot eaſily expreſs, the pleaſure which I re- 


ceived; from your obliging letter, as well as from the intelligence of 
your. moſt valuable preſent. The ſatisfaction which I ſhould other- 
wiſe have enjoyed, in common with the public, will now be height- 


oned / by a ſentiment of a more perſonal and flattering hature; and 


1 ſhall. frequently whiſper to myſelf, that I have in ſome meaſure: 
ſerved the eſteem of the writer. whom I 2 | 


A ſhort: 


5 „5 A ürtendurf an Which I wi place, during the 
E..' . Amber: months, 'has occaſioned ſome delay in my rebeiving your 
= | ettery and Will prevent my poſſeffingz till my return, the copy of 
_ your Hiftory, which you ſo politely defined Mr. Strahan to ſend me. 
=. But I kve'/already gratified the eagerneſs of my impatience; and 
DT Although I wagobliget to return che book: much ſooner than I could 
have withed;' IL have ſeen endugh to:convince me, that the preſent = 
publication wilt fupport, and; if poſſible, will extend che fame of 
the Author; that the materials are coltected with diligence, and ar- 
nend with finn; chat the firſt book contains à learned and fatisfac- 
. 5 tory account of the ptogreſo of diſcovery j that the achievements, 
5 the dangers, and the crimes," of the Spaniſh adventurets are related 
with a temperate ſpirit; and that the moſt original, perhaps the 
moſt curious, portion of the hiſtory of human manners is at length 
reſcued from the hands of ſophiſts and declaimers. Lord Stormont, 
and the few in this Capital, who have had an opportunity of per- 
uſing the Hiſtory of America, unanimouſly concur in the ſame 
. - ſentiments. Your work is already become a favourite topic of public 
8 converſation; ;: and Mr. Suard is repeatedly Preſſed, * ** * 

t fix the time when his tranſlation will appear. 
CT», . I flatter myſelf you! will not abandon your deſign of viſiting "A 
I don next winter; as I already anticipate, m my own mind, the ad- 
7 Lp | vantages which 1 ſhall derive from ſo pleafing and ſo honourable a 
5 TCongection. In the mean while, I ſhould eſteem "myſelf happy, if 
you could chink of any literary commiſſion, | in the execution of 
Which I might de uſeful to you at Paris, where I propoſe to ſtay till 
very near the meeting of Parliament. Let me, for inſtance, fuggeſt 
an enquiry, which cannot be indifferent to you, and Which might 

perhaps be within my reach. A few days ago I dined with Bagni- 

ouſky, the famous adventurer, ' who eſcaped from his extle at Kam- 
n and returned into * by Japan and China. His nat- 
ar H. | rative 


* 


EDWARD: GIBBON Eſquire. | 11 11. 
J 


: of circumſtances, may ſafely. be truſted. It was his original deſign : 


to penetrate through the. North Eaſt. Paſſage; and he actually fol- 


lowed the coaſt of Aſia as high as the latitude of 65*-35', till his 


progreſs was ſtopped by the ice, in 2 Streight between the two 


Continents, which was only ſeven. leagues broad. Thence he de- 


ſcended along che coaſt of America, as low as Cape Mendocin; but 
was repulſed by-contrary winds, in his attempts to reach the port of 


Acapulco. The Jautnal of his Voyage, with his original Charts, is 


now at Verſailles, in the Depde des Affairer- Etrangers'; and if you 


conceived that it would: be of any uſe to you for aſecond-edition,; Þ - 


would try what might be obtained; though I am not ignorant of 


that mean Jealouſy I OT Is OT WRT 
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145 the honour of your  obliging Letter, om I Would * a very. 
proud man indeed, if I were not vain of the approbation which 
you are pleaſed to beſtow upon me. As you will now have had an 


opportunity to peruſe the book, which you had only ſeen when” von 


1974 6 


wrote to me, I indulge myſelf 3 in the hopes, that-the favourable opi- 


nion you had formed of 1 it, is not diminiſhed. I am much pleaſed 
With your mentioning, my friendſhip with Mr. Hume ; : I have al- 
ways conſidered that as one of the moſt fortunate and honourable 
circumſtances of my life. It is a felicity of the age and country in 
which we live, that men of letters can enter the ſame walk of ſcience, | 
and go on Juccelefully, without feeling one ſentiment of envy or 
Vol. 1. n 3 ; rivalſhip, 
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to me. {IF you had been writing the Hiſtory of 


the queſtion concerning the mode of peopling it, might 
very much. But it was. 


. Bagnioufki (if he may be 
credited) has ſeen what! id maß he vſeful fur mt to know. I can ſee 
no reaſon why the Court of France e eee, ee 


e of jealoufy. Four ern private 
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muten to any perſon whatſoever withinithe Britz deminz nag f 
etcpt two lines of notification to Mre. Qibbon. Thema bf 
5  raſtination thes atlengrls yielded eo d genius af friend high, a 
__ _  - indeed by the powers of fean and fthame.| + Butywhendahaic ſeated | 
myxſelf before 4 table, and- begin c ,, A hae dean 
nd tuſted during this bußy period; I feel mf opprofieds a 
 __ - -copfoutnded; au A am vary mar ahr, ay he pan, and . 
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| dine and ſup whenever they have company, Which is almoſt 
and Whenever I like it, for they are not im the leaſt. ei- 
Walpole gave me an introduction to Madame du Def- 


young lady af cighty-ws years of age, who has |, 


0 eee e When you ſee the 


An-account ad that houſe, rarer 


| pretentio ike-miey/aiid what&ver you may think of French 
convinced that ſome at leaſt are ſincere· On the other 
m happy in their company, and only regret 


bedenes for their einen ings gains ng 
much for the general idea of my acquaintance; 


Hind that Lead x very agreeable life; let me juſt con 


myſelf out Wich 
eſtablihment of coach, lodging, fervants, 
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you muſt walt another poſt and 


"EDWARD CIBBON-Eftuirs,/ 525 
ae ves nn W 
coach, and my apartment is hung with damaſk. ' Adieu for the pre- 
ſent: I have more to ſay, but were Eto: attempt any further progreſo, 
ada have: pere, ten long 
enough, of all conſcience, rn Wi bern Nie, 
Let e ee ee Fehr 
going (nine o clock) to the King's library, where I ſhall tay till twelve; 
as ſoon as I am dreſſed, I ſer out to dine with the Duke de Nivernois; 
ſhall go from thence to the French comedy, into the Princeſs de 
Beauveau's loge grilice, and cannot quite determine whether I ſhall | 
ſup at apr tet ag mA or the Sardinian 
Ambaſſadreſs's. | Once more adieu. eee eee Oat) en 
ans: 9/929 ie 1 tall wit chcrfulnes exe- 
ah og pra e pep on A boat t i wat 
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the pride of my heart, and fully determined to.inflit an epiſtle 
upon you, even before I received any anſwer to my former; I was 
very near a hull. TTW 
inactive, till its ve powers were excited by the miſſive-which 
I received yeſterday What a wretched piece of work do we ſeem to 


be making of it in „ The greateſt force which any European 


power ever ventured. to tranſport into that continent, is not ſtrong 


enough even to attack the enemy; the naval ſtrength of Great Britain 
is not ſufficient to prevent the Americans (they have almoſt loſt the | 
 »ppellation of Rebels) | from 8 every alliance that they 
Wend £91 1 5 a named 
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ö French and Engliſh, who have eee the cauſe of America, ſome- 
F | \ got; Upon kelerhole, 1 
EEE SE. find it much eaſier to defend the juſtice than the policy of our mea- 
T futes; but but there are eertain caſes, where whatever is repugnant to 
A Hund policy læelſes deju. on tight 2d! ei odw bas 544K * 
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ialeneſs, I have not yet ſeen the Coliſee, the Vauxhall, the Boul- 2 
vards,- or any of thoſe places of entertainment which conſtitute Paris 
to moſt of our countrymen, Occaſional trips to dine or ſup in ſome : 5 
of the thouland country honſen which are-ſcquered xound-the cnvi- | „„ 
rons of Paris, ſerve to vary the ſcene. In the mean while the ſum- | 
. merinſenfbly glides aw, and the fatal month of October approaches, „ 
V tHe of Wihdaiiic Necker fb this Houſe of © | - 
| Cotnmoits. © I' regret that Teonld not chooſt the Winter, Tiftead of the 
- Girinmer; fot Mie, excurſton: P Retüld have found many valuable per- 2 
eee ee eee e ee others Whom I lzve Lot as 1 b egen 
e en, The Dae de Choifesl, who deferverattention both — 
nen ens for kedping tit beſt Houſe in Parts; pally Vv-en . 
Lend af de peur in Tetraihe ; and tough Flizve Been tempted, Fr e 
conſider with horror « Journey of fity leagties futo tile contitry. | 
The Princeſs of Beauveau, who is a moſt ſuperior woman, has beers 
' abſent above ſix weeks, and not return till the 24th of this 
month. A large body of r el be afſembli by che Fontain- e 
bleau journey; but in order tg have. a thorqugh knowledge of this | 
| ſplendid country, 1 ought to Hay till the month of January; and if m1 
| 1 could be furg that Oppoſition would be as tranquil as they were laſt „ 
ner thin your lite has been a animated, er, at leaſt; as tumub : 
ous, and I envy. you Lady Payne,.&c much more than either the „ 4 
' Primate, or the Chief: ijuſtice. het not the generousbreaſt of my Lady, WE. 
be torn. by the black of .cavy-. She fill poſſeſſes the firſtplacs — 
in the ſentiments. of -her-flave: hüt the adventure. of che fav was a . 
mere accident, owing to Lord Carmarthen, Adieu. ee e „„ 
may be ſatisied. meer terreſtriab affais. N 
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5 e towday: 1 hive; evthanyed them tbr a Rick; und dy the 
| beginning of next week, 1 hope, with due prevaction, to tate the air; 
| and to inure myfelf for the intereſting repreſentation ef Thurſday. 
How curſediy unlucky; I wid to ſee you both : a thouland things 
to ſay and to hear, and every thing of that kind broken to pieces. If 
you are not able to come to Bentinck-ftreet, I muſt contrive to ſteal 


three or four vacant days during the feſſion, and run down to Shef- 
field. The town fills, and I begin to have numerous levees, and | 
couchees ; more properly the latter. We are ſtill in expeQation, but 


in the mean while we believe (I mean miniſters), that piracy 
e e Oe MT RIRY Aden. 
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214 SIRE e . n Hh 
eee eee. 
” Oppofition are very lively; and, though in the Houſe we keep 


dur numbers, there ſeems to be an univerſal deſire of peace, even o 


the moſt humble n. e ſtill fierce? 


71 J OC. f 
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r ane, 


Monday Night, December, n. 


from the knowledge of ſome hidden reſources, which will enable 
5 us to open the next campaign with new armies of fifty or lixty thous 
ſand men. But I believe you will find yourſelf . 

VOL. I. | 3Y this 


. {EDWARD οοοοN m 8 


eonorarorars yo AS noble ae as I ſuppoſe it muſt ariſe. 
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di gloriqus; eee gle be idle to diſpute any moe 
about politics, eee e eee, bpportunity of a perſonal 
combat. Tour journey gives me ſome hopes that you have not en- 


4 loſt your reaſon... Jour bed ſhall be ready. 19 255 7 H 
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\READFUL news indeed! Fou will ſee them partly in the papers, 
and we have not yet any Particulars. An Engliſh army of nearly 


ten thouſand men laid down their arms, and ſurrendered priſoners of 


war, on condition of being ſent to England, and of never ſerving. 
They had fought bravely, and were three days 
ſaid to have received three wounds. 


General Eraſer, with two hand men, killed. Colonel Ackland 


likewiſe killed. A ae ry for peace. Adieu. We have: con- 
8 late are ib ns hoy ins 1 
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pages, and therefore had better be ſilent. You are miſtaken in ſup- 
poſing that the bills are oppoſed ; ſome particular obj ectiong have 


brew Rated, « and in the only diviſion. ] 1 voted with government, 
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Vor. FR eh e eee e ee i | 
nor I neither. Liſten, however, to a plain and honeſt narra- 
due. This morning after breakfaſt, as L was ruminating on pour 
Hilence, Thomas, my. new footman, with confuſion in his looks and 
ſtammering on his tongue, produced a letter reaſonably ſoiled, which 
he was to have brought me the day of his arrival, and which had 
lain forgotten from that time in his pocket. To ſhorten as much 
as poſſible the continuance, I immediately enquired, whether any 
method of conveyance could be deviſed more expeditious chan the 
poſt, and was fortunately informed of your coachman's intentions. 
You probably know the heads of the plan; of Parliament to 
declare, that we never had any intention of . another 
AR, to empower the Crown to name Commit oners, authoriſed to 
ſuſpend hoſtilities by ſea and land, as well as all obnoxious Ad; 
and, in ſhort, to grant every thing, except independence. Oppo- 
ſition, after expreſſing their doubts whether the lance of Achilles 
could cure the wound which it had infficted, could not refuſe their 
aſſent to the principles of conduct which they themſelves had always : 
recommended. Yet you muſt acknowledge, that. i in a buſineſs of 
this magnitude there may ariſe ſeveral important. queſtions, which, a 
without a ſpirit, of faction, will deſerve to be debated: whether Par- 
liament ought | not to name the Commiſſioners ? ? whether it would 
not be better to repeal the obnoxious Acts ourſelves! I do not find 
that the world; that 3 is, a few people whom Wi happen to converſe 
4 with; are much indlined | to Praiſe Lord N. 7 ductility of temper. 
In the ſervice of next Fa I 15 however, take notice of the 
e given by the Lit 4 * And all the People ſhall fay : 
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| hv private and in Partizment, and not contradifted by the Miniſters, | 
_ that en che fifih ef this month a Treaty of Commerce (which na- 


| WIN Kos hae mae} SE he e hin. both 


bps . 1560 
hoon — dec. which would t 


not without ſome fli ight 1 4 ü Frey on Bull. 
Lor Stormont f is probably arrived to 2 No immediate declaration, 


8 =” 


except on our fide. A report (but vague), of an an action f as the Bay, 
between: La Moe Pique: and Dighy ; the former h five ſhips: 
gates, with three large ſtore-ſhips under convoy; the 
x has cleven ſhips of the fine. If the Frenchman ſhould tail to- 
1 7 5 of the Delawar, be may Mibly be followed and ſhut 
"Wh Bhi was rooted Now a, Ver wie in e 
2 | 
| Atanding the reports of an aQtiba in Site 
en 4 better Bom Elst at Berlin of the 


13A 5 5 — 


9 


iy 


22 withou wut any 


"of : 4 
4 1 ' mention 
. 4.46 
E * 
= —_ 
pe 4 4 5 
_ 
: . 
. 
; * - 
: R * ; 5 
» 
* 
4 
* 
. k 
— . 
* — 
> * * 
A * 
* * 
9 * . 
Fi 
% ” — 
= 
- % — 
0 - . - 
* x b 
7 O Po : 
- a l % F 
. 1 p 
8 2 2 * 8 * 4.4 8 


„ eee OM | 


war as not abſolutely inevitable. Laſt Tueſday the firſt payment 
of the loan of fix hundred thouſand pounds was certainly made; 


and as it would otherwiſt be - forſeited, it is 4 ſecurity for the re- 
mainder. I have not yet got the intelligence you want about former, 8 


pricey, of ſtock in critical, times, There are ſurely ſueh. Nis. 
Pale. Send me ſome good news from. Bucks ; in ſpite of the war;T 


muſt ſell. We want you in town. Simon Fraſer is impatient ; bug. | 
Fit conn mike ty neee r L (9vd.. 


. 2 ; — * „ wy - # 
„ 8 t Vert 00 e zent 
5 * 
8 PE 2 12 0 . "oe „ a 
4 10 ** 21 a a ws bd» ; N nl. 7 3 1 7 24 CY 168 22 : 
gs 03 * | 5 2225 ö | | 
\ , 4 $ - . 4 K Y . 1 1 0 + d ” - l bh a : if x " 7 
1 The. Some to the S „ 
* X - - 3% "Pha ofiT 
2 1 © 7 * „ * 1 o 
— * : = 1 4 
N = 
? 


' Atuker't, * tha 1. FB 
* 152er gelen of lin hid yo 
may receive from a good phyſician, who, aft examina- 
non, pronounces | your cafe incurablyy But n mare ol that. I l 
take up the pen, as I ſuppoſe by this time you begin to ſwear at my 
ſilence. Tet literally (a bull) T have not a word to fay.. ' Since 
D'Eftaing's fleet has paſſed through the Gut (L leave you to gueſs. 
where it muſt have got out) it has been totally forgotten, and the 
moſt wonderful lethargy and oblivion, of war and peace, of Europe 


and of America, ſeems to prevail. Lord Chatham's funeral was meanly 


attended, and Government ingeniouſly contrived to ſecure the double 
odium of ſuffering the thing to be done, and of doing it with an ilt 
grace. Their chief converfation at Almack's is about tents, drill- 
ſerjeants, ſubdiviſions, firings, &c. and I am revered as a veteran. 
Adieu. When do you return? IF it ſuits your exolutions, aunt 
Kitty RY ris ee en,. I embrace 
* n. | 
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X 5 2 . 55 üb Gipzon Wieden 1 1 Hozzovd Effi. : 
_— aint ACA geg 1 ST AO. Weng act. 36 wund, int Jaly it, 1778. 
3 A ace 
th 1 Hag of * perations is Clear 2nd diſtinct; ; yet; notwithſtand- 
e Jour '2eal, and the ideas of ducal diſcipline, 1 think vou 
5 with be more and longer at Sheffield-Place than you | imagine. How- 
VV / diſpoſed to advance my journey as much as poſſible. I 
à5 want to the you; my martial ardour makes me look to Coxheath, 
A neceſſity obliges me to think of Beriton, and I feel ſomething of a 


— 


Fiery new inclination to taſte the ſweets of the country. Aunt Kitty 

2 +,» ſhares the fame ſentiments; but various obſtacles will not allow us 

EE Eo ne hg to be with you before. Saturday, or perhaps Sunday evening; I ſay 

J evening, as we to take the cool part of the day, and ſhall pro- 
5 bably a arrive. acer per. Mel s return has occaſioned infinite 

| or Which gradually changes into dic. 

ered out again with three or four large 
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5 | ſhips; two. of ninety, two of ſeventy- four, and the fiftieth regiment, 
53 as s marines, / Tn. the, mean time the French, with a ſuperior fleet, 
| are maſters. of the ſea; and our outward- bound Eaſt and Weſt 
lache PE. is in the moſt imminent danger. Alien. Ne 
5 : 3 N 2 5 5 | f | 2 . 3 LEES he 730 
Es Fi 1 St VI e 281, ALT KOO 511 5 1 
NOM 3521 . N GX: tl ker eee RES. eee, 
Ti! 8 dat 1 5 85 „ e, LEV N ka ; 
VVV "The Same to the Sales. 1 RET 


: of ns . Re 99578 SRO Bixrinek-oranur, "July 56, 8 
FXPECT me when you ſee me; and do not regulate your 
RE active motions by my unceftainty. Saturday ib impoſſble. 4 
EE TG The moſt probable days are, Tueſday or Friday. I live fot un- 


. in a round of miniſterial dinners; but I am rather 
impatient + 


- 


Fp wWAN D /GIBBON' EMU 335 
1 impatient to ſee my white houſe at Brighton. | 1 cannot find that e - 4 
Sheffield has the ſame attractions for you'®. Lord North, as a marx 1 
of his gratitude, obſerved' the other day, that your regiment would * . 
make a very good figure in North Carolina. ep nh vote two hs 


W i eee ee 11-96 % Han 
15 11 . 1 9 N RS. 8575 * 10 32 
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The Same ts the Same. 5 | x 


. I 24. 1778. 
Nose. fleets; we are ſo tired of waiting, that our im. 
patience ſeems gradually to ſubſide into a careleſs and ſupi Fe. 
indifference. We ſometimes yawn, and aſk, juſt by way of converſa- 24 
tion, Whether Spain will join? I believe you may depend on the | 
truth, not the ſincerity, oß an anſwer from thgig Court, chat they 
will not ſupport or acknowledge the indepe of the Americans: 
But, on the other hand, magazines abe forming, troops marching,, 
in a ſtile which manifeſtly threatens Gibraltar. Gib is, however, a 
hard morſel; five thouſand effectives, and every article of defence. 
in the moſt complete ſtate. We are preg as: e Ruſſia. 80 
g e de , e 17h 
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3 Tueſiay Night, Norember, im: 4 1 

y* ov Se des complain that I do not ſend you early news ; but 
vou will now be ſatisfied with receiving a full and true. account 

of all the parliamentary tranſactions of next Thurſday. In town. 


= * Mr, Hobrogit was then i in quarters at Brighthelmmſtone, 
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5 ; Patriots groan: that ſuch things ſhould be turned to fates We ſeem - 
td bare 4 chance of an additional Dutch war: you may depend 5 
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9 ar wi not o much through indolence, as becauſe 1 
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'expeted every poſt to hear from you. The ſtate of Beriton is 
ible, tremendous. It would be endleſs to 


he + 


: zponin, but I have incloſed you one of his 
| on whick you may nieditate. Few offers ; 
a gentleman at Camberwell, 1 


intelligence. I muck{ fear that the Beriton i 
but it bas occurred to me, chat if I met, inſtead of accompanying you, 
it would fave me a journey of above one hundred miles. That re- 
fn. oy patent ndbure; vis. that if I 
did not accompany you, L certinly could be of no uſe to you or 
| myſelf on the ſpot; that I had much rather, while you examined 
iſes, paſs the time in a horſe-pond ; and that I had till rather 
eee ee But that would he 
| worthy of Thefeus or Perithous: modern 
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neee, muck leſs lanitace, ack exalted wintne. - 
No news from America; yet. there are people, large ones too, who 
- talk of conquering it next ſummer with che help of twenty thouſand — & \ 
- Ruſſians... 1 fancy you are better ſatisfied with private than public „%% gl 
war. The Liſbon packet in coming home met above forty of out 

ivateers. Adieu. e eee ee e | 

t I think Sheflield-Place the ſureſt. F 
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coming better acquainted with Mr. Gibbon, I beg he would ac- | 
cept my incere thanks for the too favourablijiny in which he 3, 
| has ſpoken of « petformance, which derives iti WIRE racrie from me 
| elegance'and importance of the work it attcmpty.t9 oppoſe. 'Thave | „*** 
JV 5 : 

truth of Chriſtianity. I wiſh not to be deprived of this hope; but 1 


d be an apoſtate from the mild principle of the religion I pro- 
feſs, if Teould be aftuated with the leaſt animoſity againft thoſe hl 


do not think with me upon this, of all others, che moſt important 2 6 
ſubject. I beg your pardon for this declaration of my belief ; but _ 

my teinper is naturally open, and it ought affuredly to be vitee 
diſguiſe to a « man” whom I wich no longer to lock upon as an „ 
eee e eee Min every 
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i HT 5 BE C : 25 : 1 5 ; | * 2G been . I 

IN r and 45 A | uſual, at my 
1 ** filence. To reward you, I would ſend you ſome news; but we 
oO." _. amrealleep; no foreign intelligence, except the capture of a frigate, | 
—_ OTIS Tg Wc Indies; and a diſſolution of Parlia- 
ee ſeemagto have taken. place ſince Chuilkmes Io the 
A | Papers you will ſee negociations, changes of departments, dee. and 
o- © © -- Fhave ſome realon to believe, that thoſe reports are not entirely with- 
dann fanndation,, 'Portſmouth. is. no longer an objeR. of .ſpeculatio | 

J hs W091 frream oe all men, and. Sh partes, nere HT; „Sir 


HS | os bent tare 8 "507 
—_ hte, I . two: we ſhall be in a blaze of illumination, 
„ dom the. zeal. of paval heroes, land patriots, and tallow-chandlers ; 
* ths laſt are not the leaſt ſincere: I want. to hear-ſome details of your 


| NE and, familiar 'OCee By your:filence 1 ſuppoſe you 
dane Davis, and diflike my pamphlet ; yer ſuch js the public folly, 
EG Sn. that we have. a. ſecond. edition. in the preſs; the faſbjonable ſtyle of 


RS dhe clergy, is to ſay they have not read it. If Maria does not take 
„ Thall write a much ſharper. invectixe againſt her, for not an- 
EW Be  favering mx.Qigbolical bock. My Lady carried. it down, with a ifo.. 

lem promiſe chat I ſhould. receive an unaſiifed French letter. Yer 
—: ih F ee Fes 


A men bux abour a/peace, , and Spaniſh mediation. 3 
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"Dr Wikia e to ale Ve s | 


DAR SIR. 10 Corr zd of ee wy um 
1 SHOULD have FM fince 1 you thanks for the pamphlet 

vou took the trouble of ſending to me. 1 hope you are not one 
of thoſe who eſtimate kindnels by pun&uality in correſp d 
read your little performance with much eagerneſs, and ſome folici- 
tude. The latter, ſoon ceaſed. The tone you take with your adyer- 


& 1 1 


ſary in this impar congreſſur appears to me perfectly proper; and, 
though I watched you with ſome attention, I have not obſerved any 


expreſſion which I ſhould, on your own account, wiſh to be altered. 
Davis's book never reached us here, Our diſtance from the Capital 
| operates ſomewhat like time.” Nothing but what has intrinſic value 
comes down to us. We hear ſometimes of the worthleſs and vile 
things that float for a day on the ſtream, but we ſeldom ſee them. 
Tam ſalisfied, however, that it was neceſſary for you to animadvert 
on a' man who had brought accuſations againſt you, which, /no 
gentleman can allow 'to be made without notice. 1755 (perſuaded, 
that the perſons'ho inftigated the man to ſuch an illiberal attack, 
will now be aſhamed of him. At the ſame time I applaud your re- 
ſolution, of not e N by. a ſecond Fu. with ſuch 
| SERENE. r 
I am aſhamed to dell you, how Title I 3 done ace I had the 
"pleas of ſeeing you. I have been prevented, partly by ill health, 
partly by cauſes, which 1 ſhall explain when we meet: 1 _hope that 
2971 be next ſpring. Believe me to be with great truth, 
I Tour e and Faithful humble ſervant, 5 
; Xi Wu ROBERTSON 
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Phi, our wie be bt . Prey 4 4 changed, and Lord 
done e will be examined; Sir Willa Howe's enquiry will pro- 
2 bd, and we all de opened by the Load of information. You 


£ 
. . , = 
| 4 4 -6 l * 2 
- - 3; x 8 4 5 8 n 7 1 | . 
5 3 ; . SEE EET Ms 5 
5 J - x # i — 
1 — . ba - : * 
* . 1 p — 4 1 = ul by 
” * "2 : — 4 : 
ne * 
2 8 . 
x: 
* * 
— 


1 * E — 
8 8 2 4 4 *& 4 + (b. Sx 4 d — * * + 1 — 5 + G % 4 oe = n 4 aL 
©: . 33 Bn $353 234-5 the 2 41h £36 2 N 3 12 2 TH BI > PY EPFL: 3 


* 
— 
— 
* F 
— 
1 
- 
2 


— a x Ki * 
| % * 2 * py : : 2 i a < 4 A - 
E 4: uh 1 7 & # * A t 7 1 1 «i 89 F Ea . 7 F I i 
1 F * £ 4 4 A 14 44 * RN 3 * 
S 841 4 4 as 3, 45 7 <8, 3 7 1 $4, g AFY | - Pp g 
5 .* G 
— — rA F $4 N n III. 1 . i ©. 1 
4 1 I F 7 FROG * S 21 1 Ld * 3 1 \ 1 8 { 4 * 41 41 ** C * # Sg +1; 
rn is 4 — % * Fe o a 
x p : | _ * 4 7 
1 £ 8 * N Z mM | - L 
1 ö . 
” 3 * * 1 3 f ” ” a #8 -TEY k- — 
12 8 „ * Oy” | nn 8 
e F A 1. JF as SER yo 
5 8 n 3 e to. ane. 70 , 
1 5 - . e & 9 
1 34 . k a "Wo 1 — ? \ 
& 05 #24 224 * . 84 - Hl by 1 
1 * * wet "I, 4 *. 93 * e # 2 . $ , we; s 5 - 4 = * 
x 8 * 44 1 5 4 : 
3 3 SY -þ a : May 
> . 7 " . * 
4 80 F? e 17796 
. . £35 q 8 * 


LE Ms 1 alas! fourteen. ſhips of the line : you underſtand by this, 

| that you have not got a ſingle long: boat. Mioiſtry,s are more 

becken than J ever know them, with the laſt intelligence; and 1 

am ſorry to ſay, that I ſer a ſmile of triumph on ſome. qppoſition 

. BE Though, the buſineſs of the Weſt Indies may Kill produce 

2 D I am much afraid that we ſhall have a campaign of im- 
menſe expence, and little or no action. The moſt, buſy ſcene i is, at 

. Preſent in the Houſe of Commons; and we ſhall be involved, 

372 = great part of next month, in tedious, fruitleſa, but, in my opi- 

nion, proper enquiries. . You ſee how difficult it would be for me 

to viſit Brighton; and I fancy I muſt content myſelf with receiving 


you on your bs + to Ireland. Indeed, T much want to have a 
Very faul converſation with vou. Another reaſon, which muſt in 


| | n | a great 
- - - 
* q , \ 4 


Righys botanefs, Ne.) which it woold require thi Pak pages to ex- 


| Have Pei of ihe Jerſey invaſion; every body praiſes Arbuthnot's 
ce Wirk. Lande went laft Te) to Arrow Kitalelf into the | 
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DAAD mau Vue Sa 


x 3 to Bentinck- ſtreet, is the Decline and Fall. 
F have reſolved to bring out the ſuis iu the courſe of next year; and, 
mugh I have been tolerably diligent, ſo much remains to be done, 
chat I can hardly ſpare a ſingle day from the ſhop. I can gueſs but 
one reaſon which ſhould prevent you from ſuppoſing that the picture 
in Leiceſter Fields was intended for the Sheffield library; viz. my 
having told you ſome time ago that I was under a formal engagement 
to Mr. Walpole *. Probably'I ſhould not have been in any great 
hurry to execute my promiſe, if Mr. Cadell had not ſtrenuouſly urged. 
a pe of the Public, who may be willing to repay the exorbi- 
rant price of Hy guineas. It is now finiſhed, and my friends ſay, 
hat, in every ſenſe of the wand, it is a good head. Next week it 
will be given to Hall the engraver, and I promiſe you a fllt An 
preſſion. * 1 n my Lady, and infants. | 


N. cxlx. 
e n to the Same. : 
Fe 1779. 
wo do. you; come to ton: You gave me hopes of a viſit, andt 
I want to talk over things in general with you, before you 
| march. to the extremities of the Weſt, where the ſun goes to ſleep in 
the ſea. Mrs. Trevor told me, your deſtination was Exeter ; and I 
ſuppoſe nothing but truth can proceed from a pretty mouth. —I have 
been, and am till very diligent ;. and, though it is a huge beaſt, (the 
| Roman Empire,) yet, if I am not miſtaken, I ſee it move a little. 
You ſeem ſurpriſed that I was able to get off Bath: very ealily, the 
extreme ſhortneſs of our holidays was a fair exeuſe; her recovery 
of health, ſpirits, &c. made it leſs neceſſary, and ſhe accepted my 


* The portrait, one of the beſt of Sir Johu#'s, is in the ubrary at Sheſficld Place. 
1 . * ; 


| + Shan — 


apology, 


\ 


. | apology, which: Jag brewer een with un offer; i he choſe 
it, in che prettieſt manner poſſible; R load of buſineſi in this Houſe, 

I write from it,) will be the amuſement of the ſpring; |motions, 

| - enquiries, taxes, &. &c. We arc now engaged in Lord Pigott's 
Air, brought-on by a motion from the Admiral, that the Attorney 
General hould proſecute Mir. Stratton and Council; all the Maſters, | 
_ Charles; Burke, Wedderburne, are of the ſame ſide, for it; Lord 
North ſeems to make a fecble Rand, for the pleaſure of being in a 
minority. The day is hot and dull; will be long: ſome curiouß 

evidence; one man who refuſed three lacks' of rupees, (thirty- ſeven 

Ry | thouſand 6ve hundred pounds, merely not to go to council ; our 
Dh m ouths watered at fuch royal corruption ; how pitiful is our inſular 
er e eg e e ee e e 
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n indoſed will Riſen you! 'of an event , not the moſt diſ- 

; agreeable 0 thoſe which I have lately experienced.” T have 
only to add, that it was effected by ie frm and Tincere friendſhip of 
the Attorney General. So many incidents have happened, that 1 

hardly know how to talk of news. Tou will learn that the Lords 

have ſtrangely caſtrated the new Militia Bill, The Ferrol ſquadron, 
eight or nine ſhips, have joined the French. The numbers ſtand 6 
our fide thirty-two, on theirs thirty-ſeven ; but our force is at leaſt 
equal, and the general conſternation much diſpelled. If you uo not 

- Hibernize, you might at leaſt Bentinckize. Tembrace, &.. Partlament 
Rn ar to-morrow. 1 25 en ; 
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12 well and happy; two words which you; will accept as the 
ſubſtance of a very long letter; and even as a-ſufficient excuſe for 
a very long ſilence. Yet I really do intend to behave better; and to 


prevent the abominable | conſequence” of hours and days and poſts 
ſtealing away, till the ſum total amounts to a formidable account, 
I have 4 gteat mind*t6' enter into an agreement, of ſending you | 


regularly every month, a miniature picture of my actual ſtate and 
condition on the firſt day of the aforeſaid mont 


Lam glad to hear of the very beneficial effefts you have derivat 
from your recent friendſhip with the goats ; and as I cannot diſ- 
cover in what reſpe& this poor country is more proſperous or ſecure | 
chan it was laſt year, I muſt conſider your preſent confidence as a 


propf that you view the proſpect through a purer medium, and a 
glass of a more cheerful colour, 1 find myſelf ſo much more ſuſ- 
ceptible of. private friendſhip than of public ſpirit, that I am very 
well ſatisfied with that concluſion. My ſummer has been paſſed in 
the town and neighbourhood, which. I ſtill maintain to be the beſt 
ſociety and the beſt retirement; the latter, however, has been ſometimes 
interrupted by the Colonel of Dragoons + win a train of ſerjeants, 
trumpets, recruits, &c. de. My own time is much and agreeably 

employed in the proſecution of my buſineſs. After doing much 


more than I expected to have done within the time, I find myſelf 


much leſs advanced than L expected; Jet I begin to reckon, and as 


Vell as I can calgulate, I believe, that in twelve or fourteen, months I | 
a 8 8585 may pry, and prove | 


„At Abergavenny,”* 4 ee e 
+ A « at ve wa vil em Lg b. 


- 


. 


bee e their aten bees, With regind o the lite foundling 
which ſo many friends or enemies thoſe to lay at my door, 1 am 
0 | 5 EN perfectly innocent, even of the knowledge of that production; and 
ERS _ _ All the faults of merits of the-Hiſtory of Oppoſition muſt, as IL am 
8 n e ee 
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r the Lernen Genen formed mie of the exprefy he hit 
ñjuſt ſent down to Coventry, Thad not the leaſt doubt of Four 
Ats 4 the boldet recen. Ton ire indeed bbliget ee Mi er 
His real friendſhip,” which he Feels and ekptefle 7; Oh this. 
_ vecaſion J hope it will be ſuccefeful, "and chat in 4 few 427) ou i 
find yourſelf among us at St. Sepbes, $ In the heat of the battle. "But 
T know that 1 am a Taltardly, pulillanimous ſpirit, more *indlined 
_ fear than ts hope, and not very eag & in the purſuit of e ve 
Ini too, vanity. "On this vacaney the © celerity Ws your 7 f may probably 
Ff oppoſition 3 but at the ener eleckion your enemy the | 
VVV corporation will not 'be'alleep, and 1 Wim, ir 1 b not l v 
J urn you againſt any promiſes or eng gements whith may terminate 
A4 a defeat, or at leaſt a comeſt of en "thouſand pounds. Adieu. 
I IIscculd believe (without Teeing it under her paw) that my Lady 
wWiuihes to leave Coventry. No niews! foreign or domeſtic, I did 
Wo. + Hot forget to mention the bon punis, but find people, as I expected, 
J torpid. Burke makes his morion Friday; but 1 think the rumours 
ca divil warfublide everyday: pettiviivare thought leſs formidable; 
=: 5 and 1 hear 2275 Suſſex Proteſt gathers eee in e 
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DEAR MADAM, | 3 1 Rug 10h, 1780. 


Ws you awakened me with your pen, it was my inteation. to 


have ſhewn ſome ſigns of life by the next poſt. But ſo un- 
certain are all human affairs, that I found'myſelf arreſted by a mighty 
unrelenting tyrant, called the gout; and thoukh my feet were the 
part on which he choſe to exeręiſe his cruelty, he ;left.,me; neither 
ſtrength nor ſpirits to uſe my hand in relating the melancholy tale. 
At preſent, I have the pleaſure of informing you, that the fever and 
inſfamination have ſubſided: but the ahſolute weakneſs and mopfirgus 
fxelinig! of my tro feet confine me to my chair and flannels; and: 
this eonfinement meſt unluckuy happens at a very nice and important 
moment of parliamentary affairs, Col. H. purſues thoſelaffairo wick 
_ eager and perſevering zeal; and has the pleaſure of undertaking more 
buſmeſs than any three men could poſſibly e tecute. He is much 
* bbliged/to' you for our kind rongratulation. Mrs. Eljot is in town; 
but I am quita ignorant. (nat more ſp than, they are themſelves) f 
| theit intentions. IL will write again very bon. I am, dear Madam, 
rn, F crlcolguis wdiifnun ts 


7 
5 = ay "ea > tac dron.. S. bs — VIE 5 
4 Har . 11 7 4 * 47 S4. 1 40 3 18 $ N 4 4124 : - "7 * * þ# 1M 1 2 44 ** 9 FL? 7 141 91 


"I 

MEX, Nee vine Ne CN n 20 : 
au 9415 ad £11.06 At. (7.308 1 *. L210545 N pion HC) 
ln e eee motto. ie © e, ale? i firfu 
4 0 Y EM . „ hits 8 Aline 4245 ASIA! 67 ; 2 ns } 
DEAR MADAM, 107, inge Mir n ae 1780, 
A“ che old ſtory of. aig has raiſed moſt formidable tumults in 
this town, and as they will of courſe ſeem much more formidable 

at the diſtance of an hundred miles, you may not be ds 


Vol. 1. 8 44 that 
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chat L am perfectly ſafe 124 well: Ae attachment to the Pro- 
teſtant religion has moſt probkbly Awed che. Meaſures, and effectual 
meaſures, are taken to ſuppreſs thoſe diſorders, and every ſtreet is 
filled with 'horſe amd foot. WIe. Neudyd wort dat f t e, 
Gay morning; the Colonel remains, and ſhews bis uſual ſpirit. I am 48 
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eee e :beannot „ 
gabe "The Mone df 'Commone has adjourned to Monday 
eic; 266. n iralividual, In not comoive myſeif 10 be cb 
_ fotos. Luna not apt, withdac duty or: nevefiity, to thiruſt uryſelf 
tea me: und our put uf the ton ts as guet a aroumtry village. 
So much for perſorat ſary; but'[rannor giswe the ſame 'aſfirances 
of public tranquillity © fertyithonſand Puritans, fun us they might 
be in me e of Cromwell, Rave ſtartei out of 'their gpaves ; the 
tunit hu been: dreadful; und even the'remedy of 1nilitary! forge - 
and martial law is unpleaſant. But Government, with fiſtoen thouſand 
Re e ee (bat ene), on their ſide, muſt 
entinguiſh the flame. The ce of uit nieht was ſevere ; per- 
| haps it muſt be repeated to- night: yet, upon the whole, the tumult 
ſubſides. Colonel Holroyd. was all laſt night in Holborn among the 
Hames, with the Northumberland Militia, and ans very bold 
n able ferrice. e nay e dee . 
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White Sd fit 36 „Tie Sams, te ee, ji 34 46:4 260481 
bare eee ee bat ang we e te l n 
F -8OUTD. . write with great pleabure;; to ſaꝶ that: this: audacious | 
© 'tumult is perfectly quelled; that Lott George: Gondote-is:foas 
to the Tower; and, thats iaftead! of ſafety or danger, we are now at 
leiſure to think of juſtiue: but I am now alarmed” on your account, 
as we have juſt got a report, chat a fimilar diſorder has broken out at 
Bath. 1 ſhall be impatient to hear from you; but I flatter myſelf 
that your pretty town does not / ebatain inch of that ſcum which 
Ae f 6 py apr rye I am, dear 
PONY re ng” d WOETHI Ch ea]: 72 
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| Serena: (now rejoice” id our commonc:ſeouritys-: All 
4 tumule has perfectly ſublided; and we only think of the: juſtice 
which muſt be property and ey inſſi cted on fuch flagitiaus e · 


minals; The mesaſures of Government have been ſtaſanable and 
vigorous j and oven oppoſilion has been forte to confeſs; that the 
military power was applied and regulated with the utmoſt propriety. 
Our danger is at an end, but ouri diſgrace will: be laſting, and the 
month of June 1780, will ever be market by a dark landediabelical 
fanaticiſm, which I had ſuppoſed: to be extinct, but which aQually 


ſubſiſts in Great Britain, perhaps beyond any other country in Eu- 
rope. Our parliamentary work draws to a coneluſion; and lam 


much more pleaſingly, though laboriouſly, * in reviſing and 
4 A 2 | . correcting 
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5 — AND) ROE 
correQing for the preſs, the continuation of my Hiſtory, two volumes 


of which will certainly appbf Kt winter. This buſineſs fixes me 
to Bentinck-ſtreet more cloſel pages te ot nating 


Hbour; as it is abſolutely neceflary wk 1 mould be in the midſt of 
che dock which. Sh nba during the compoſition. 
Bunt L feel a ſtrong defire (irritated; reg, ee g ropeatey 
ahbſtaeles ) teelaage t Bath... of Hum | 
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* 2 1 i ROY Nations: of the Lord: 
| Chief unalterably fixed, . ogy the neceſſity of your 
fending or receiving inte lligence, = However, your commands are- 
der —— a 1 oba. 1 ata alive; 

| Wa Wi made I neee, en plenſed: vi 
the nden tlie fleets; nor enn an bunce of West India loſt be 
domponſated - by & po of. Raſi India: ſutaeſo ii but, the gircyit will 
roll down' all the: news: and politics of Lundpn. I. rejoice to hear, 
| thatithe: Suſſes regiment of Dragnona oi, ate ſuch. well· diſciplined. 
cunnibals 3 but I want to knom when the Chief cannibal will return 
to his den It would ſuit me better that it ſhould — 
Allteu- Hoi £97 ud c FEY cee be id, lis 261 
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a; INK) A eee eee 
Pn, the Sheriff, ® ets of eater apache, may venture 
to make'a falſe and hoſtile return, on the preſumptiom that they 
thall have, a whole year of impunity ; and that dhe merits of your 
ition. cannot be heard this ſelfion. Some of your moſt r mh cpe | 
riends i in the Houſe of Commons ar re © relolved, {if the return e 
; Tuch,) to | ſtate it forcibly: as A ſpecial and extrao rd a 
io exert all proper ſtrength for bringing on the trial a 
without delay. The knowledge of ſuch a reſolution | may awe the | 
h. il and it way be prudent to admoniſh them of the impending 
Wy that you Judge moſt. adyiſcable. Adieu, God 
| ee Wet a : tat ae Tat o ub th h 
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- DEAR MADAM, | BunTIncx-57RBET, December a ift, 1765. 

uz conſtant attendance on tlie Board of Trade almoſt every day 

' this week, has obliged me to defer till next Monday a viſit of 
inclination and propriety to Lord Loughborough (at Mitcham, in 
Surry). I ſhalF not return till Wedneſday or Thurſday ; and, inſtead 
of my Chriſtnias, I ſhrall eat my Newiyear's dinnery at 1 
Bath. May that New Year prove fortunate: tos you; to me, and to- 
this weaty country, which is this day involved in a new wat! '-Lſhalf 
write N about the middle of next week, n account 
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Sirah. Ted more Clearly than ever, the abfbſute neceffity of 6 


my preſents to my own family: that, adi Wut day, lr | 
line, and Lord 8. is the firſt to approve his excluſion. He has a ftrong 1 ; 
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3+ agreeable pręſents of y. ao new valumes ; but; juit/as I: had 
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bene not ohly'iperaſed; dit Audiod, this N aqvmenmcas provi 
enough bf dur talents and indultryzo:expedtisi grem tial, bet ya 
have gone fur beyond my epG CAU. I coun recelled ub Hiſtörtel!t! 
work om which I ever re much rf catibn ; ahd WMI! 
conſider in what a barren feld yπ½m Müde gleam and ek up Wa- 
rials, Lain truly aſto ned at this eenneted' ann intese ung Rory 
you hive formed. I lie he Ryle of theſe vwlims better Wan he 
of the firſt; there is. the ſame beauty, richneſs, and perfpicuity of 
t ich leſs of that quaintneſs, into which your admiration: of 
Tacitus ſometimes ſeduced you. I am highly pleaſed with the reign of 
Julian. I was a little afraid that you might lean with ſome partiality to- 
wards him; but even bigots; Tſhould Hhitk, muſt allow, that you have 
delineated his moſt ſingular character with a more maſterly hand than 
ever touthed/ic before.” You ſet me reading his works, with which 
I was. very flenderly acquainted ; and I am much firuck with the 
Dn nadly raves: AR old jufiicn. of Heathen | 
hs. MM nia nd i Senne, Tur chapter: 


* the paſtersl nations ie admirable; ande though L, held uyſalf ito 


de a talerabiy good general: hiſtorian, a great part of it wat ne to 
me. A ſobn as I have leiſure, I purpoſe to trace du to your ſourees 
of information ; ant I have no doubt of finding you as exaQ; there, 
u T have found you in other paſſatzes whine: L have: ale, a ſarutiny. 
It was always my zden that an hiſtorian ſheuld feel himſelf a witneſe 
giving evidence upon oath. I am glall to perceive hy your aninute 
ſerupuloſity, that ,your-notivons are the ſame. The laſt chapter in 
your work is the onbhy one with! which I am not entirely. fatiefied, 
Ilimagiae you rather anticipate; in deſeribiug che juriſprudence and 
iuſlitutions f the Fnks; and ſhould think that the hocount of 
private war, 'ordeals, chivairy;:i&c. would have ce in more in its 
pte about the age of Charlemagne, or later: but with: reſpect 
tet 1 T7 0 
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Abi eee 
Abe ful Sou 4oT'prbpet fetifg) out far London:on 
Maude. Ihave, indeed, maryithibgs today ton amd, amy 
fais pondon is to che very ſhort;>1 ſhell hopes to find your door 
lat mhich I. will be verxoſten)u a hen to me. I.canngt con- 
clude winden approving of the gaufian-with which the new volumes 
rin hope it will exeapt; you from che illiberal abuſe. the 
fuſt volume, drem upon you. ever am, burg, faithfully! and 
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Eu GD Heute do. Lady e Sheffield- Place. 
Sil Ni, Haft aum dL un - boni pon Tab Nat. ee 
2 20 ao Ani obo Baier ixex · SH E r. Friday Evening fe C clock, 178 . 
eh H Lhave tiven you 'the flip ; ſaved: thirty miles by pro- 
aeg this day divealy' from Eartham to town, and am wow. 
. keandd. in ary, in m o eaſy:chair, and before 
my o ftro'; a he which qou underſtand, though it i vnintelligible 
to wur Lond. The town is empty 5 but I am ſurroundeu With a 
thouſand-old acquaintance-of all ages and characters, ho are ready 
10 anſwer a thouſund queſtions which I um impatientſ to alk. I ſhall 
nor: ensily hel tred ef their Company; yet I il remember; and: will 
hdnvrably'excite; my promiſe; of viliting yd at Brigliton about 
ine middle of next month. I have ſeen nobody, nor learned any 
mig in four hours of a town life 5 but Lean inform :you; that 
Lady l i now the! declared: Miſtreſs of Prince Henry of 
Pruſſia, whom! ſhe'encountereb/ar Spa; and that the Emperor; has 
invned the amiable: couple to, paſs the winter at Vienna: fine en- 
8 for. n. . 8 
. I ſpent 


EDWARD. GIBBON. Es u 


1 gent a very pleifant day in the lie paradiſe of Eaitham, and the 
hermit expreſſed a deſire (no vulgar compliment) 10 ſee and 
. eV" e N Rong =" 


- Et ; 
©. I 3% 53-235 £5 uh 
* * 5 


N . 
Sir e \Jonzs to Mr. Gm. 


Dian $18, 6 5 Laun's-2v1LD1n0s, Jone zoth, 1781. 


1 HAVE more than once fought, without having been ſo fortunate 
as to obtain, a proper opportunity of thanking you very ſincerely 
for the elegant compliment which you pay me, in a work N 
in elegance of all kinds, _ | 
My Seven Arabian Pos will fee the light before Lent. winter 
and be proud to wait upon you in their Engliſh dreſs. Their wild 
| productions will, I Hatter -myſelf, be thought TG; and not 
venerable merely on account of their antiquity. . 
In the mean TTP 
ing a copy of a Law Tract, which is not yet publiſhed: the ſubject 
| — A EOEROTOOE Tag; Yu. 
a @ profeſſional work. 
Lou muſt. pardon my inveterate both Se baſely 
ſurpamed Auguſtus. - I. feel myſelf unable to forgive the death of 
Cicero, which, if he did not promote, he might have prevented. 
Beſides, . even Meeznas knew the : cruelty of his diſpoſition, and 
ventured to reproach him with it, In 85 I. have not ne, 
8 charity for him. | 
With regard to Aſiatic 3 a . attention to omy ir e 
will compel me wholly and eternally to abandon them, unleſs Lord 
North (to whom I am already under no ſmall obligation) ſhould think 
me worthy to concur in the improved adminiſtration of juſtice in 
Bengal, and ſhould appoint me to ſupply the vacancy on the India 
Bench, Were that appointment to take place this year, I ſhould 
vo. 1. SPL 4B probably 


2. 


— 


\ 


* 


% 


tabs 8 9 ee eee, 1 and 
ſhould. be able, in my way, to procure. many Eaſtern tracts of lite- 
rature and juriſprudenee. might become a good Mabomedan 
lawyer before I reached Calcutta, and, in my vacations, ſhould find 
leiſure to explain, in my native language, whatever the Arabs, 
. Perſians, 22d Turks, have written on 18 ATT, and the fine. 


LY 


_ My happineſs 145 no means Da on © RR. this appoint- 


| ment, as I am in "ealy. circumſtances without my profeſſion, and 


| have flattering proſpects in it; but if the preſent ſummer and the 
1 antumn elapſe without my receiving any anſwer, favourable 
or unfavourable, I ſhall be forced to conſider that ſilence as a polite 
. and, having given ſincere thanks for paſt favours, ſhall « en- 


dreh drop all thoughts of If, an and, « deep as ever plummet 
funded, ſhall drown my Perſian books.” If my politics have 


| given offence, in would be many in Mitiſters to tell me ſo. 1 ſhall 


never be perſonally hoſtile to them, nor enliſt under patty banners 
of any colour; but Twill never reſign my opinions for intereft, though 
I would cheerfully abandon them on convittion. My reaſon, ſuch 
as it is, can only be controlled by better reaſon, to Which I am ever 
open. As to my freedom of thought, ſpeech, and action, I' hall 
ever ſay What Charles XII. wrote under the map of Riga, Dieu me 
Pa Pig Te Malle nt me Potera pas.” But the fair anſwer” to this 


objeckion is, that my ſyſtem is purely ſpeculative, and has no relation 


0 'my ſeat oa the bench in Indis, where 1 mould hardly think of 


g the Gentoos in the maxims of the Athenians. I believe 
I ſhould not have troubled you with this letter, if 1 did not fear 
that your attendance in Parliament might deprive me of the pleaſure 
of meeting you at the Club next Tueſday ; and 1 ſhall go to Oxford 

4 Few days after. At all times, and in all places, I ſhall ever be, 
| vich-iiſinbled 59 705 re Sir, Jour much obliged and faithful 
San, „ .o 
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5 : 
. CXXXV.. 
: oy HanDwEs 40 Mr. Gu. — 
| $1R, | __ Waris, September 20th, 4781; 
9s I have | your Hiſtory of the Decline, &c.. with the 


greateſt pleaſure and inſtruction, I cannot help wiſhing that, as 
health and leiſure permit, you would gratify your numerous readers. | 
and admirers, by continuing it, at leaſt till the, irruption of the 
Arabs after Mahomet. From that period the Hiſtory, of the Eaſt is 
not very intereſting, and often diſguſting, I, particularly. wiſh to 
ſee the reigns of Juſtin, Juſtinian, and 1. think Juſtin the Second, 
written. by ſo maſterly a hand. There are ſtriking facts and remark- - 

able characters in all-thoſe reigns, which have not yet met with an 
able and; ſagacious Marian. Lou ſeemed. (as well as I recollect] 
to think the anecdotes of Procopius ſpurious; there are ſtrange anec- 
18 e ere e gr ere eee ge, e 
it be traced up when they firſt came to light? 33 ene 


+ Excuſe this ſhort. interruption from much ABS 5 47 a 


amuſements; and believe me, Sir, eee your 


a STD humble en t 821 | * 
cond F "HARDWICKS. 


OE a % 


5. 9. ike ab d üs ls ae cad rs progreſs and na- 
tive ſeat of the northern hives would greatly elucidate and explain 


N 


chat ers on” your _—_— 55 erg be 2 in a n edition. 5 5 


45 2 


48 
N 6 2 
\ by 


Dr Ro5zmr5ON 7 to Mr. onen. 


bin st, 5 % ud Se Rpxxu give, November eiu, 7781. N 
Seen after my return 1 had a long converſation with our friend 
Mr. Smith, in which 1 ſtated to him every particular you men- 
tioned to me, with reſpect to the propriety of -goirig on with your 
great Fork. I was happy to find, that his opinion coincided” per- | 
\ - ety with that which T had ventured w give you. His deciſions, 
Fou know, are both prompt and vigorous : and he would not allow 
that you ought to heſitate a moment in your choice. He promiſed 
to write his" ntiment to you very fully. But as he may have ne- 
S ldected to do this, for it is not willingly that he puts pen to paper, 
I thought it might be agreeable to you to know his opinion, though 1 
imagine you could hardly entertain any doubt concerning it. I hope 
you. have brought ſuch a ftock of health and fpirits from Bright- 
: helmſtone, that you are ſet. ſeriouſly at your deſk, and that in two 
winters ot ſo you will difplay the | creſcent of Mahomet on the 
dome of. St. Sophia. 1 met F other day, in a work addreſſed to 
_ yourſelf, a ſenſible paſſage from F. Paul, which perfectly removes 
| an W as to the barrenneſs of W pig 


- 4 0 1 


moſt 7 8 contemporaries 5 but his whiggiſm | is- s ſo bigoted, and 
his Chriſtianity ſo fierce, that he almoſt e one with two very 
good things. 

I have got quite well bu ago, and am perfectly free hom deaf- 
| es but I cannot yet place myſelf in any claſs but that. of the 


« 1 ; 


5 | 2 7 | | * 3 
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. . Be ſo kind as to remember me to Lord 
Loughborough and Mr. Craufurd, and believe me to be, rho 
io aan Seen Tn een, 7,94 3 
Fit Gale 1075 v1 "4 177 Wust henne. 
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EDwarD Gi Ehe to Mrs. G1830x, Bath. 


DEAR MADAM, 111 Pi £ 2 . ene ens Nov. ad, 1721, 


N 1 RETURNED to this place v wich Lord and Lady Sheffield, with the 

deſign of paffing two or three weeks in a ſituation which had 
fo highly delighted me. But how vain are all ſublunary hopes! I 
had forgot .that there is ſome difference between the ſunſhine of 
Auguſt and the cold fo, (though we haye uncommon good weather) | 
x of November. 2 "Inſtea of my | beautiful ſea-ſhore, Tam confined to 
a dark lodging it in the middle 5 the town ; ; for the Place i is. ill full, 


ap our. time. Is how ſpent i in. the dull; imitation « A London life.. 
ordered t to 


To complete my misfortunes, Lord Sheffield was. 
Canterbury a Bos Deal, to ſuppreſs ſome diſturbances, wy r was left 
almoſt alone Wirk my Lady, in the ſervile Rate of 4 A married man. 
But he returns to-day, and 1 hope | to be ſeated in my own library 
by .the middle of next week. "However, . vou will not be ſorry to 
3 that 1 have refrelhed myſelf by a very idle ſummer, and indeed | 
a much idler and more pleaſant winter than the Houſe of Commons. 
will ever allow meto enjoy again. T had almoſt forgot Mr. Hayley; | 
ungratefulty enough, ſince T really paſſed a very ſimple, but enter- 
- taining day with bim. His place, though ſmall, is elegant as his 
mind, which 1 value mack more highly. Mrs. „ * „ wrote a 
melancholy ſtory of an American mother, a friend of her friend, 
5 who i in a ſhort time had loſt three ſons ; one killed by the ſavages, 
| one run mad from the fright at that . and the third taken at 


2 | ſea, 
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thing might perhaps be done! |: Sowrthwmiaiey wp yoy/'tol 

obtain from Mae e n more accurate' acenunt' Sf names,” 

dates; "and: ciicumſtances; but you will prudently ſuppreſs my re- 
aueſt, left I ſhould raiſe hopes which it may not be in my power 
> OR _ - fo gratify. Lady S. begs to to ſend, her, 1 NS to you. 


1 8 ** 8 


* dear Madam, ever yo yours, © © 
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ON w pj Lads 4 1 3 ' 14 dean 


\ mel Rowan Gen ae, to Mrs. Guayon, Bab. 6 4 


3 ben An. 0 wor 15 0 e eee 1984; 
177105 BR ig -F ee e 
7 mayer letter. | Whatever may bappen, you may reſt 
| materials of it ſhall always be found. But on 
| Wenn F poſtponing, as uſual, 
S from mornin e wh e e de weed 
I 5 e 
́f -- 00 chat che influenza has been known to me only by the re- 
3 . port of others. Lord Rockingham i is at laſt dead; IN er 
| | ever he might be a miniſter : his ſucceſſor is rot yet | 


man, as J think he will, the friends of 'his, predeceſſor will. q 
with him before 6 


+ 4 


1 we” 8 ever you may hear, I believe chere! is not the | leaſt intention 0 dif- 
meaſure. I hope you like Mr. Hayley' s poem; he riſes with his 


%. 


docs in the Cabinet are ſuſpected. If Lord Shelburne ſhould r 

x At all events, 1 foreſee much EE 
and ſtrong oppoſition, from which I ſhould be very glad to extricate 
myſelf, by quitting the Houſe of Commons with honour. Whats | 
ſolving Parliament, which would indeed be a raſh and dangerous 
ſubjeQt, and fince Pope's death, I am ſatisfied that England has not 


. 


eee is: 


| n nnn Are 

vou not delighted with his addreſs 40; his mother? I underſtand 
 -that ſhe was in plain, proſe. every thing that he ſpeaks her in verſe. 
This ſummer J ſhall ſtay, in tomagpund work At. my trade, rin L make 
ſome holidays for my Bath excurſion, |. Lady Sheffield'is at Brighton, 
and he is under tents, like the wild Arabs; ſo that my country | 
and is mut up. Fam, dear Madam, ever yours. 


I. 
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SYMPATHISE with yon of tabs FEY Riba der Hannibal, &c. 
have ſuffered hardſhips almoſt equal to yours. At fach a me- 
ment it is diſagreeable (beſides larineſs)'t6 write, becaule every hour 
teems with a new lie. As yet, however, only Charles has formally 
reſigned; but Lord John“, Burke; Keppel, Lord Althorpe, &c. cer- 
waialy follow); your Lord Lieutenant ſtays.” In ſhort, three months 
ol proſperity has diffolved a phalanx, Which had ftood ten years ad- 
verſity. Next Tueſday, Fox will give his reaſons, and poſſibly be 
eneduntered by Pitt, the neuf Secretary; or Chancellor f, at three- 
and-twenty. The day will be rare and eurious, and, if T were a 
dragoon, I would take a gallop on purpoſe to W nſter. Adieu. 
I hear the bell. How could i write bf 1 ben where yo 7 
ea | ; | T1713 : 
fr,» Lord besen. ps eee 
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152 $HOULD like to hear ſometimes, whether you. Piers the ſcenes 
of action and danger in which a dragoon is continually involved. 
What a difference between. the life of a dragoon and that of a philo- 
Pa! f and I will realy own that I (the philoſopher) am much better 
independent and tranquil fituation, in which 
I have + inn ſomething 10 do, without ever being obliged to do 


any thing. The Hampton Court villa has anſwered my expectation, 


and proved no ſmall addition to my comforts ; ſo that I am reſolved 
next ſummer to Hire, borrow, or ſeal, either! the ſame; or:ſome- 
thing-of the Game kind. Every morning I walk a mile dr more be- 
fore breakfaſt, read and, write quantum ;/uficit, mount my chaiſe | 


and vit in che neighbourhood, accept ſome invitations, and. eſcape 
Others, uſe the Lucans as my daily bread, dine pleaſantly at home, 


or ſociably: abroad, reſerve. for ſtudy an hour, or two in the evening, 
lie, in town regulazly; once a Weck, Gee, Se. Sec. I have an- 
nounced to Mrs. G. my new arrangements; the certainty that Oc- 
tober will be fine, and my inereaſing doubts Whether I ſhall be 


able to reach Bath before Chriſtmas. Do you intend (but how can 


you intend any thing ?) te paſs the winter under canvaſs; Perhaps 
under the veil of Hampton Court I may lurk ten days or a fortnight 
at Sheffield, if the enraged Lady does not ſhut the doors againſt me. 
The Warden * paſſed through in his way to Dover. He is not ſo 
* . than ever. I had not ee, 
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than] ever kno, it. | I arrived yeſterday, dined at Sit Joſhua's, with 
a tolerable-party; the chaiſe, is now at the door; een 
eee & c. Adien, al, } . — 4 Be: - Ip TT9% 6 924 
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— Oftober 14th, 1782. 
| Op ee of winter, my paper houſe at Hampton be- 
comes leſs comfortable; my viſits to Bentinck-ftreet grow longer 


and more frequent, and the end of next week will reſtore me to 


the town, with a lively wiſh, however, to repeat the "fame, or a 


ſimilar experiment, next ſummer. J admire the affurance with 


which you . months reſidence at Sheffield, when you 
are. pot fure of being allowed, three days. Here it it is currently re 


ported, that camps will not ſeparate till Lord Howe's zetury from 


| Gibraltar, and as yet we have no news of his arriyal. Perhaps in- 
8 deed. you may, have more intimate correſpondence with your old 


friend Lord Shelburne, and already know che 1 your deliver- 
ange. 1 ſhould Uke to be informed. As Lady © 
gotten me, 1 hall have the pleafure of forming, a new acquaintance, 
I have often thought of writing, but it i is now too late to repent. _ 
1 am.at a loſs.what to. fay or think about our parliamentary late. 
A certain late Secretary of Ireland reckons the Houſe of Commons 
thus: Miniſter one hundred and forty, Reynard ninety, Boreas one 
hundred and twenty, the reſt unknown, or uncertain... "The laſt of 
the three, by ſelf or agents, talks too much of abſence, N 
moderation. I ftill think he will diſcard the game. e, 
vol. 1. r „ 
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has entirely for- | 
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will take a very decided Dare If he coWd* throw aſide Ing! FG, 
he would make a. noble leader. The Eaſt India news are excellent. 
The French gone to the der deſirous of peace, the 

Nizam and Mahrattas our fri (ES gs os the 


proc wh * 11 8 ieee 
Adieu. Write ſoon. 
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| kive not even the advantage of thipwterks, ' which muſt ſooh, with 
the Pda of you and Gerard irie, become the only pleaſures 
= * Brighton. My, Lady! 18 precious, and deſerves to thine i Lbn- 
Aden, when ſhe regains her palaek. The workmen : are "iow, batt 
| hear that the Miline? talks of hititlg another houſe after cubase 6 
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"ol ice don Gi elde on 'Wedtelday e Were 
©. ſome time in town in mutual igtiotauice: . ü ee 
our loſs will be ſpeedil CR e for not writi 
. an Hi Nac aGüghi Sarah e 
becauſe you directed letters : Teh at Clifton. near Briſtol where 
indeed I ſay, her in a delightful ſuustion, ent by the winter, wi 
and ſcorched by the ſummer ſun. o A. nobles xeaon, for your 
yould be the care of the public papers; 10. rcd your eps, words, 
and actions. I was, pleaſed. with, your Qanentry, orion; 2 panty 
gyric gn, 4 + ,+.i8 4 ſubjeqt entirely new and-which n arater 


before yourſelf would! haue dared,ito,zundertake; You; haxe-.aQdd 5 


with prudence, amd. dignity in caſliag away the military yche, This 
gert Junger vnn will, t daa Gif you can fi) in-the-long Toft cha- 
racder of a country gentleman. 11. uo aggeol e 21d ; hien 
For mytovn part, my late journey has only confirmed / me in the 
opinion, that Number: Bever in Beatinck- ſtreet is the beſt houſe in 
the warld. I find ak peate and wir alternately, and daily; take 


cheir turns of conyerſation, and this (Friday) ia the pacifie day. 
Next week we: ſhall probably hear ſome queſtuons on that head very 


ſtrongly afked, and very fooliſhly anſprered, &. Gire ms a line 
by return of poſt, and probably I may viſit; Downingtreet on 
Monday eyening; late, however, as L am engaged to dinner and 
carts... „Adieu. „ , nzrofiltafli or ; he Pe 510 ber 19291 
rina T0 ten Sic „ bie att a5 miing? 11-5 id 
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lobe Dr. Prieſtley ny EY be” Jabel "D publiſhing wi fol- 
, lowing Letters, yet as Ke Wonen fit to print them with a volume 


3 r Mr. Gibbon's death, 1 Kt pot by proper 
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chullenge, and fuch a challenge you: muſt permit me to decline. At 
the ſame dme you giory in-outſtripping the zeal bf the Mufti and 
the Lana, it may be proper to dectite, that T euld equally refuſe 
the defiarice of thoſe venzable Mines. Once, and" once otily; the 
_ juſt defence of my own veracity provoked. me to, deſcend into the 
amphitheatre ; but as long as you attack opinions which I have never 
maintained, or mnintsin principles which have never denied you 
man ately exit in my lence nad your own''vifbry: 
- iffcranice) between us, (bn the credibility" of miracles,) which you 
chaſe 10 ſuppoſe, and will to argue; is a tire and 'untient topit 
of controverſy, and from the opinion wich yu entertain of your. 
{elf and of me, it does not appear probable Wat vn diſpute eus 
either edify orenighten the Public. eden boo” yglbr; e et val 
6» That Publie in Geeide de whom' the inches name of Unbé- 
never more juſtly belongs; to the Hiſtorian, who, 
nis own ſentiments, has delivered a ſimple narrative of authentic 
facts, or to the diſputant who proudly rejects all natural proofs 
of the immortality of he nn. * 


74 


6 99 
ot 
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eee ene eee, 865 
- the. lnfplration af de evrangelifis. and. apoſtles, and condemns the 
religion of every Chriſtian nation, as a fable leſs innocent, but not 
| leſs abſurd, than Mahomer's journey to the third Heaven. | 12 50 
And now, Sir, ſince you aſſume a right to determine the objects 
of my paſt and future ſtudies, give me leave to convey to your ear 
the almoſt unanimous, and not offenſive. wiſh, of the philoſophie 
world: —chat you would confine your talents and induſtry to thoſe 
ſciences in which real and uſeful. improvements can be made. Re- 
member the end of your predeceſſor Servetus, not of his life, (the 
Calvins of our days are reſtrained from the uſe of the ſame fiery 
arguments,) but, I mean, the end of his reputation. His theological 
writings are loſt in oblivion z and if his book on the Trinity be fill _ 
. . „ 


N ene ee ee if 0 . 
M een 86, dn ien humble . Tae | 
* 18 F oil . j 1 : * | 54% DF Oe, 1 
Dr. Puinoruay e — | 
TT 1 Aut r n „ 


85 „ eee in me, eſpecially conſidering the 
ohject of my Hiflory, to have ſent, you a copy of it as a mark of 
my gigen or friendſbip. What I meant was to act the part of a fair 
and open adverſary, and I am truly ſarry that you decline the diſ- 
cuſſion I propoſed : for though you. are of a different opinion, Ido 
not think that eicher of us could be better employed; and, ſhould 
the Mufti and the Lama, whoſe challenge, you ſay, you would alſo 
decline, become parties in the buſineſs, I ſhould rejoice the more. 
1 do not, well know what you can mean by intimating, that I am a | 
greater Vabeliever than yourſelf ; that I attack opinions which you 

| namen. 
| H 


J —— Muſt- lay that ye Se grin all 
been very illLadipie@10 gain youripurpoſe, If chere be any' certain 
methba*of Jifcorering a man's real obje&; Fours has been to diſ- 


„err chrntey in Laer, while it werd' yu teprefetit yourſelf as 


«Send to it: a conduet which 1 ſeruple not te Call Highty unwortliy 
Ad mean; an inſult 6n the comnion ſetſe of the Qbriftian world; 
28 method ef fereeniag'you'from/the/norice of the law, (Which is 
a Boſtile 0 mk as it is to yu, you inuſt know! that it could avail 
vou nothing i and, though chat mode of writing might be deemed 
. ingenious and witey in the firſt invemor of l, ft had/been too often 


new. nino! 226: eee 


„ voke you to deſcend into 1 —ů—ůů ms 2s mückr as 

e accuſation ef Mr. Davis: ff it i A cl upon bi to defend, not 
your "principles only, but alſo your honour. For what can reflect 
greater diſhonour'on a man, thay! to ſay one thing and mean another? 
Tou have certainly been very far from confining yourſelf, as you | 
pretend, toa ſimple tarrative'of wutheatic facts, without interpoſing | 
pour own ſentiments. _ I hold no opinions, obnoxious as they;are, ; 
| that T "am not ready both 1 to avow in the moſt . 

8 00 defend 5 4 perſon of competent EY 

ad'T not conlidercd Jo in this light, aud alſo "as Ry 9 £2 
12 the train er vr "ritin "to ſuch”! a challenge, Ik of 
ARE you ag I ive done. "The N hh or 
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, give” me leave to obſerve, "that, as far as it is an 980 7 


any perſon, and a thing to, be enjoyed by [Hal 10 pep 
* 0 i will 


* 0 - * 
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e 1 * 
yon, ite eſteem of a very few rational Chriſtian friends (though L know: 
hat it will enſure me the deteflalifin bf ue greater part of the preſent 


' nominally Chriſtian work that happen to hear me) gives me more- 
339 pomenT? the Hplauſe of what you call the philoſophic | 


voxid ]. admire Seryetus, by whoſe example you wiſh me-to take 


warning: more> for-his/couragh in) dying for the; cauſe of imp 
 tnvith;; than I ſhould have done; iff belides the certain diſco, 
theſtigculaion of che blood, he had made any other. che moſticele> 
brated diſcovery in philoſophy. ett al ef J J 18 BR 
However, I do-not'ſee what au haha bei ee (of whom 


. F have many, and whom L think-L value as I ought, ) have to do with 
my metaphyſical or theological: writings. They may, if they pleaſe, 


PP and accord- 
| ingly neglect them. They' ive, In fact, interfered very little with: 
my applieation to philoſophy, ſince I have had the means of doing 
it. I was never more buſy, or more ſucceſsfully ſo, in my philoſophi- 
cal purſuits, than during the time that I have derm eraployoGubout | 
the' Hiſtory of the Corruptioms of Chriſtianity. Lam at chie very 
time; tus in illi, as my friends know ; and as the Publie will 
know in due time; which with me is never longy and if you had 
chought proper to enter into the-diſcuſſion I propoſed, it would not 
have made me neglect i 9140-14 Seat rr pier oh 
eee eee dee ene i 
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5 -with yu. All that my Ng. end required, was « . 
"| knowlodgmant of de wee at the pn f, un gal, 1 
F 
Laber gall upon you 

_. for a juſtification of yourſelf in Public... Of this 1 was willing to take 
advantage z and, at tlie ſaine time, to ſatisfy you, that my philoſo- 
- phical -piltſults, for which, whether in 
Pleaſed tn * . e, would, not be . in con- 
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dd your conduQt as au Hiſtorian, give the Public an opportunity of 


- judging of the propriety of my anſwer to your firſt \eftraordinary 
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ſingle copy of a paper, addrefſed under a ſeal to a fingle perſon, 
- and not relative to any public or official buſineſs, muſt always be 
conſidered as private correſpondence z which a man of honour is not 
at liberty to print without the conſent of the writer. That conſent 
in the preſent inſtance, Mr. Gibbon'thinks proper to with-holdz and; * 
as he deſires to. eſtape all, further alercation, he. ſhall not trouble 
eee e gs males ef Me tech . 
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LETTRRS"TO AND! FROM | 


FAY 6 dus of Me. Gibbon, 
or of any other perſon. His appeal is to men of honour; and even, | 
men of the world; and he deſires no favour- 0 eee eee 


— 4 2 on 


„De Prigftley bas ſent. fingle..copy of. the, correſponds to a 
5 tien i London, with leave to ſhew it to any other, common friends, 
but with a prohibition to take any other copy: but between this and 
Printimg chere ere is no difference, except in mode and extent, In the 
eye of the law and of reaſon hoth are equally publications; and has 
Mr, Gibbon never thought himſetf at liberty to ſhew a copy of a 
. ed ens 18155 bee of 

Mr. Gibbon may eaſily "eſcape all further hates by Aon 

tinuing this mutually diſagreeable correſpondence, by leaving Dr. 
Prieſtley to act av his on diſcretion: or indiſcretion- a 
and for. age Tempered ewe wp Wat is reſponſible. 
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Ain b 10 cat art ALLELE? 1 fi AE caution Tot . Jun | 
CCCͤ] ] A Lesbe, ee 30 lil 1783, 
\UE jaime | lwiglags * leeds nos ſentimens reci- 
E proques! Nous nous aimons dans Pdoignement et le ſilence, et 

A nous ſuffit Fun | et A Tautre, de ſavoir de tems en tems, des nou- 
velles de la fant et du bonheur de ſon ami. Aujourd hui 5 al beſoin 
de vous ccrire ; je commence ſans excuſes et ſans reproches, comme 
f nous allions reprendre la converſation familière du jour precedent. 
Si je propoſois de faire un compte rendu de mes etudes, de mes oceu- 

" pations, de mes plaiſirs, de mes nouvelles liaiſons, de ma politique 
toujours muette, mais un peu plus rapprochee des grands Evenemens, 
Je multiplierais mes in quarto, et je ne ſais pas encore votre avis oe 
ee a ere, e hiſtoire modeme 


| 4 * i 
ones 5 g * | | = 8 


EDWARD: ©1bB0N' Thats „ nn. 
Delt toujours queſtion de la decadence des empires ; teen ius | „ 
Jen puis juger ſur mes reminiſcences et ſur le rapport /de:Vami © 4+ 
Bugnon, vous aimez auſſi peu la puiſſance de YAngleterre:que celle 
des Romains. Notre chute; cependant; a &te plus douce. Apres une 
guerre ſans ſucces, et une paix aſſen peu glorieuſe, il nous reſte ds "| HG 
quoi vivre contens et heureux; et lorſque je me ſuis deẽpouillè Uu — . 
role de Membre du Parlement, pour redevenir homme, philoſophe; . 3 
et hiſtorien, nous pourrions bien nous trouver d accord ſur la plus part | 3 
des ſcenes etonnantes qui viennent de ſe paſſer devant nos yeux, tr 
qui e een e e e gn d ig, F. eng ne :5 of 5 
ceſſeurs. 2 14 N s 

ö en moins alnfre fans doute, 

Hake intẽreſſant pour tous les deux, et c'eſt beaucoup que le „ 
meme objet puiſſe intereſſer deux mortels qui ne ſe ſont pas vdr, qui 255 5 9 


a peine ſe ſont &crit depuis oui ma foi—depuis- huit ans. "Ma... 


plume, tres pareſſeuſe au commencement, ou plutdt avant le com- „ 
menceinent, marche aſſez vite, lorſqu'elle s eſt une fois miſe en train; 475 
mais une raiſon qui m'empecheroit de lui donner carriere, c 'eſt Pef- on 
perance de pouvoir bientõt me ſervir avec vous d'un inſtrument 
encore plus commode, Ja langue. Que homme, homme Anglais. 
homme Gibbon, eſt un ſor animal! Je Veſpere, je le defire, je lle 
puis, mais je ne ſais pas fi je le veux, encore moins ſi j exccuterai 3 
cette volonts. - Voici mon hiſtoire, autant qu'elle pourra vous 
Eclairer, qu elle pourra m'&clairer moi- meme, ſur mes, veritables | in- 


tentions, qui me pareiſſent tres obſcures, et tres 6quivoques ; et vous 


aurez la bontẽ de m' apprendre qu elle ſera ma conduite future. II 

vous ſouvient, Seigneur, que mon grand pere a fait fa fortune, que , 
mon pere a mangee aveorun peu trop d'appetit, et que je jouis | © 

actuellement du fruit, ou plutot du reſte de leurs trayaux. Vous „ 
n' avez pas oublic que je ſuis entre au Parlement ſans patriotifme, — © 9 
Fans ambition, et que toutes mes vues ſe bornoient A la place com- 9 
. mos A dun Lord of Trade. Cette places 3 Je Tai obtenue 9 

. 4D 2 | enfin; 


5 
3 
„ n bd 
5 
DE 
l * - 
4 3 « 


10 AND: FROM | 


=_ 5 of; Golfer poſſcdée trois ans, -depuis 1779 juſqu- Advts „ 
„ 2 produit net, qui ſe montoit à ſept gens einquante livres ſterling, aug - 
8 menteit mon revenu, au niveau de mes beſoins, et de mes deſirs. 
Wn he? Lo _ Mais au printems de Lannce précédente, Forage a gronde fur nos 
ES. NY _ tes: Milord: North a &t6 repverſe, votre ſerviteur chaſſe, et lie 


dau maerme, densj'ctois membre,aboli et eaſſe pour toujours, par la 
„ 5 | | riforination e de M. Burke, Avec ar- meer ente mee 


Ro 8 Membre a In liaiſe: bade: 3 fin * e eee (en 
8 3 M. Niot A retiré fa nomination; © mais 1a faveur de Milord 
* — 3s 5 North Aacilite ma fentree, et la reconnoiſance m impoſoit le devoir | 
45 de are villoir, pour Tor ſervice; les droits que je tenbis en partie 
* WT de iti. Get thyver nous avons combatu ſous les Erendards' reunis | 


| 0 1 — | (Four wer notre HMftötre) de Milord North, et de N. Fox; nous 
85 ane wiomphé de Miferd Sheiburne wt de la paix, et mon ami (je 


EEE: m_— ———— nom) a /remente/fur ſa bete en qualits de 
SBeetete A Etat. Oeſt u pr fens qu if peut bien me dire : -C Gteit 
ks * Gheaiſcoup pour mor; es wEtoit wien pour vous 3 et malgre les aſs e 
ED im. — des plug Fortes,” j'ai trop de raiſon, pour avoir de la foi.. 
1 [of Aver beaticoup Telprir, er des qualitds tes reſpeRables, ib nis plus ni le 
EY 3 ET ae ks 
5 JFF!!! friatds? (qui for anlitBr d&vores par Ta. | 
3 Th 8 per orguelt o per patclli; je follicite anfli mal, 
. — . Lo forw your e eee yr f 
3 NR oo 
WE". 3 74 det ma raiſon, Je ares dur tech ene fadigue Wenn a0 . 
A 2 je quitterois le Parlement, Londves, VAnglaene ; je 
_— | ercheivic Was ug Wel plus Jour, Hans un pays plus/tranquille, 1 | 
WF. | repos, libers, Philarice, et une ſocer6-<eldiree et aimable. Je coules - 
| | 8 eie — e ae ma F eee, W ee - . 
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de rente, mais (qui. m'enleveroit cinq jours par ſemaine. Je me - 


* 


| habitans, me paroiſſent tres aſſortis aux bords du lac Lémam Mais 
un treſor que je ne trouyerois qu à Lauſanne; c'eſt un ami qui me 


jamais connu un inſtant d' ennui, de ſechereſſe, ou de rcſerve. Au- 
_ trefois dans nos libres panchemens, nous avons cent fois fait le- 


ton etudie ) dans une maiſon charmante et commode; je vois iei mon 
| appartement, nos {alles communes, notre table, et nos:promengdes.;. | 
mais ce mariage ne vaut rien, sil ne convient pas également aus- 
dee pos- er je ſens combien des circonſtances locales, des gots... 


U 
e difteire, et je ne rentrerois dans Wa pahäir u 'en 
dbomme libre, riche, et reſpectable par ſa poſition, auſſi bien que 
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* 
* 


par ſon caratere. Mes amis, et ſurtout Milord Sheffield, . ne 
veulent pas me permettre d etre heureux ſuivant mon gout et mes 
tumieres. . Leur prudence exige que je faſſe tous mes ;eflorts, pour 
obtenir un emploi tres ſur à la verite, qui me donneroit mille gui ne 


* te 


— - my 
* 
-v N 4 


prete à leur zele, et je leur ai promis de ne partir qu en autamnc, 
apres avoir conſacre-Vete à cette derniere tentative. : Le ſucces, cepen- 
dant, eſt tres incertain, et je ne ſais ſi je le defire de bonne foi. ALL 

Si je parviens à me voir exile, mon choix ne ſera pas douteux.. 
Lauſanne a eu mes premices; elle me ſera toujours chere par le doux © 
fouvenir de ma. jeuneſſe. Au bout de trente ans, je me rappelle le- 


poliſſons qui ſont aujourd'hui juges, les petites filles. de la ſocicte.du. 
printems, qui ſont devenues grand-meres. Votre pays eſt charmant, 
et, malgre le degoit de Jean Jacques, les mozurs, et Veſprit-de ſes. 


conwient également par les ſemimens, et les idées, aue qui je nf 


projet de vivre enſemble, et cent fois nous avons 4phuche tous les: 2 
- details du Roman, avec une chaleur qui nous ẽtonnoit nous meme. 99 75 
A preſent it demeure, ou plutde yous demeurez, {car je mellaſle- de ce 


- 


* 
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' Bouveaux, de nouvelles liaiſong, peuvent goppoſer-aux deſſeins, qui 
nous ont paru les plus agrcables.dang le lointain. Pour fixer mes 
dees, et pour nous epargner des regvets, uu faut me-devoiler avec. 
la franchiſe dont je vbus ai donne Vexemple, le tableau.exterieur et 
dieter de George Deyverdun, Mont « amour n 
Kaſs he: 
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1 Pindifidrence's et les eie et 3 d'un bonheur 
Bont Je ſerois redevable, non à Tinclination, mais à la fidelite de mon 
ami. Pour m'armer contre les malheurs poſſibles, helas! peut etre 
trop vrailemblables, j al i eſſayt de me detacher de la penſce de ce 
projet favori, et de me repreſenter a Lauſanne votre bon voiſin, ſans. 
Etre preciſement votre commenſal. Si j ' ctois reduit, je ne voudrois | 
pas. tenir maiſon, autant par rgiſon Geconomie, que pour eEviter len- 

mi de manger ſeul. D'un autre eee e eee 
monte fur Pancien pied de celle de Meſery, ne conviendroit plus 
à mon age, ni à mon caractère? Paſſerois je ma vie au milieu 
dune foule de jeunes Anglois echappes du college, moi qui aimerois 


Lauſanne cent fois. davantage, ſi Jy. pouvois ètre le ſeul de ma 
alten? Il me faudroit donc une maiſon commode et riante, un 


lat au deſſus de la bourgeoiſie, un mari inſtruit, une femme qui ne „ 


keſembleroit pas A Madame Pavilliard; et Laſſurance d'y ewe regu 
comme le fils unique, ou plutõt comme le frere de la famille. Four 
neus arranger ſans gene, je meublerai tres volontiers un joli apparte- 
ment ſous le meme toit, ou dans le voiſinage, et puiſque le menage 
le plus foible, laiſſe encore de I'ctoffe pour une forte penſion, je ne 
. &rois pas oblige, de chicaner ſur les conditions pecuniaires.. Si Je 
me yois dechu- de cette dernicre- eſperance, je renoncerois en ſoupi- 
rant à ma ſeconde patrie, pour chercher un nouvel aſple, non pas 
„A Geneve, triſte {our du travail et de la diſcorde, mais aux-bords du 
lac de Neufchatel, parmi les bong Savoyards de Chamberry, ou ſous 
le beau climat des Provinces s de la France. ſe finis 
bruſquemeni; pareeque jj ai mille hoſes. 2 vous dire. Je penſe que 
dous nous reſſemblons pour la correſpondance. Pour le-bayardage 
avant, ou meme amical, je ſuis de tous les hommes le plus pareſ- , 
ſeux, mais des qu il s agit d'un objet reel, d un ſeryice elſentiel, | le + 
Premier Cõurier emporte toujours ma rẽponſe. A la ſin d'un mois, 
je commencerai à compter les ſemaines, les jours, les heures. Ne * 
ene e en ney . N yo „ 
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rence, ſur la fin. de Fete, et je me vois d avance tout auſſi embaraſſẽ 
et incertain, que je Vetais il y a quelques années, ne ſachant quelle 
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© ne een de eee varicte' et la- 

vivacitẽ des: ſenſations que m'a fait Eprouver votre lettre. Tout 15 0 
ces ini par ws fond de plaji et ddchenaee qui reſterogt dae . 
mon cœur, juſqu ' à ce que vous les en chaſiez.. 65 . | 

Un rapport fſingulier de eirconſtances contribue eee ee EN 
de nous ſommes deftines à vivre quelque tems agrdablement en- ' 
ſemble. Je ne ſuis pas degotite d'une ambition que je ne connus 
jamais; mais par d'autres circonſtances, je me trouve dans la meme, 
ſituation d- embarras et d'incertitude; o vous ,&tes auſſi à cette 
Epoque. IL y a un an que votre lettre, mon cher ami, m'auroit fait: | 
— ce Gt; WS WAHN-trE at 
elle vient en quelque facon. à mon ſecouris. {> 

Depuis mon retour d' Italie, e eee ee eee : 
lenz m ennuyant dy etre ſeul (car je ſuis eomme.vous, Mon- 
ſieur, et je deteſte de manger ſans compagnie) ne voulant pas louer 
à des ctrangers, Fai pris le parti de m' arranger aſſez jollment au 
premier tage, et de donner le ſecond à une famille de mes amis, 
qui me nourrit, et que je loge. Cer arrangement. a paru pendant 
long tems contribuer au bonheur des deux parties. Mais tout eſt 
_tranſitoire ſur cette terre. Ma maiſon ſera vuide, ſelon tout appa- 


nouvelle ſocicts choifir, et aſſoz diſpoſe à vendre enfin cette poſ- | 
. feſfion- qui mia cauſe” bien des plaiſirs,” et bien des peines. Ma 
_ ay done a votre 1 cet automne, et vqus y. 
8 | 4 - Þ arriveriez: . 
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3 . 8 bs as Divi dans une machine qui finit Fembrogtis 
ES ee ee e dm ae: e ee e 
| PD LEH Daw" mot a5 dais: Quelque intereſts que je ſois A votre 
1 3 1 convaineu qu'il faut aimer ſes amis pour eux -memes, 
1 Fa | Kit: abe combirn it ſeroit affieux pour moi de vous vor de 
A 5 en Je wu denne ici nid pure & homhmeurz que mon Interer n in- : 
_ . de en nen far es que je vue devire, et que je ne Ari pas un mot | 
= de Je ne vous difſe, 55 Vhermite de Is grotte eteit un autre que mei. 
=. 5 Vos amis Anglais vous ment peur ew wérges: je ut ve mol 
8 333 Dappeties: vous, y”y m tree "wy je Vis 

WD” | ee eee eee add hover 

i 8 | pl-& benen un a due, denen pi a. eines u. 
r e ai ein; que vois 


. 


r hemenzpariei plificsdy cabineterds ls ſocitts, 


8 que tout antre mache était un dcart de la route du bonheur, et que 
3 e Fe u ese bene eee 


1 
4 
\ 


+ 7 eee eee ere eee e 
A ber Land , Tradus j en ai hs fachẽ: quand j ad ſu· que vous avien 


=; perdu cette place, je men ſuis rejouis pour vou; quand on m'a 
„ 1 eee remont ſur ſa bete; ja cru: vou 
Eo tres: mal. votre aiſe, yen} erdupe derfière lui; et je nien ſuis aß. 
3 eee Je ſuis dame charme, mon cher ani, dr arous ſavoir. | 
1 A pied et je vous conſeille. tres fincerement de reſter dans cette, poſi». 
lͤaa eb hien Iain de follieiter la-ylace en queſtions, de Is gefufer, ſi elle 
1 vs ende r eee eee 
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| 1 que vous me diſiez que ou: l vices et Tiutonltutee ooh 
tinuelle de votre miniſtere, vous promettent elles Teri jouir long tetiis 
conſtamment, et n'eſt it pas plus deſagteable, mon cher Monſieur, de 
n'avoir plus 1000 livres ſterl. de rente, qu'il n été agreable dem 
jouir? D' ailleurs ne pourrez vous pas toujours rentrer dans la car- 
niere, fi Pambition on Tenvie de ſervir la. patrie, vous reprennent; ne 
rentrerez vous pas avec plus d'honneur, lorſque vos rentes tant aug- 
mentees naturellement, vous ſerez libre et inde pendant: 
Eng fuiſant cette retraite en Suifſe, outre labeavte du pays, et 1% 
agrémens de la focidte, vous acquererez deux biens que vous aver 
perdus, la liberté et la richeſſe. Vous ae ſerez ddilleurs point 
ünutile; vos ouvrages continueront à nous cclaiter, et independam- 
ment de ene, Khonnete nnn homme, . 
inutile. | 
1 Il me port 3 W e ee eee e Vous 
aimiez ma maiſon et mon. jardin,,c'eſt bien autre choſe 2 preſent. | 
Au premier <tage qui donne fur la deſcente .d'Ouchy, j je me ſuis ar- 
range un appartement qui me-ſuffit, j aĩ une chambre de domeſtique, 
deux ſallons, et deux cabinets. Pai au plein pied de la terraſſe, 
deux autres ſallons dont I'un ſert en ẽtẽ de ſalle à manger, et Vautre 
de ſallon de compagnie. J'ai fait un nouvel appartement de trois 
pièces dans le vuide entre la maiſon et la remiſe, en ſorte que j'ai A 
vous offrir tout le grand appartement, qui conſiſte actuellement en 
onze pieces, tant grandes que petites, tournces au Levant et au Midi, 


meublees ſans magnificence deplacce, mais avec une ſorte d' elegance 


dont Jeſpere que vous ſeriez ſatisfait. La terraſſe a peu change; 
mais elle eſt termince par un grand cabinet mieux proportionnẽ que le 
| precedent, garnie tout du long, de caiſſes d'orangers, &c. . La treille, 
qui ue vous eſt pas indiffcrente, a embelli, proſperc, et regne preſ- 
qu entièrement juſqu' au bout; paryenu a ce bout, vous trouverez un 
petit chemin qui vous conduira a une chaumière plact᷑e dans un coin; 
et de ce coin, en ſuivant le long d'une autre route à VAnglaiſe, le 
VOL, 1. ED *48 | | mur 


Plotst par « 
crainte de la ſurintendance. Tai fait un ménage de quatre, pen- 


5 LEN) TE 
mur Ku es Vous us trouverez, au ee un belege avec nk 
vacherie, petite porte, petit cabinet, petite bibliothèque, et une galerie 
de bois dore, d'on Von yoit tout ce qui ſort et entre en ville par la porte 


du Chene, et tout ce qui ſe ae ce Faubourg. J'ai acquis la 
vigne au- deſſous du jardin; J en ai arrache tout ce qui c toit devant 
la maiſon; J en ai fait un tapis ven, arroſ pan f eau du jet d'eau; et 
Jai fait tout autour de ce petit parc, une promenade tres varice par 
les differens. points de vue et les objets meme intérieurs, tantot 


jardin potager, tantot parterre, tantot vigne, tantot.pres;: puis chalet, 
chaumiere, petite montagne; bref, les £trangers viennent le voir et 
Tadmirent, et malgre la deſcription pompeuſe que . vou en fais 
vous en ſerez content. 


LEY e . . 8 $45 


cd Joh ome mos: quantit Texcellens — 8 the 


Venons A moi; vous comprenez bien que j'ai vieilk, cup pile 


| ln ſenſbilts; je ſuis à Ia mode, mes nerfs ſont attaques ; Je ſuis plus 


ue, mais je wal pas plus d' humeur; vous ne ſouffrirez 
de mes maux que tout au plus negativement. Enſemble, et ſcpares 
Par no logemens, nous Jonirons vis-t>vis l'un de Fautre, de la plus 

ande liberté. run prendrons une gouvernante douce et eritendue, 
ommodite que par néceſſité; car je me chargerois favs 


dant quelque tems; Fai fait le mien, et Jai remarque que cela mar- 
choĩt tout ſeul, quand c*<toit une fois en train. Les petites gens qui 
n*ont que ce merite, font grand bruit pour rien. Mon jardin nous 


fournira avec abbndance de bons fruits et d' excellens legumes. 


Pur la reſte de la table et de la depenſe domeſtique, je ne demanderais. 


pas mieux que de vous rege voir chez mot, comme vous m avez regu 


chez vous; mais nos ſituations ſont differentes à cet egard; cepen- 
dant ſi vous etiez plus ruine, je vous Foffrirois fans doute, et je 


devrois le faire; mais avec les rentes que vous aviez, quand j'etois 
chez vous, * les 15 5 nes 77 vous n tres agre- 
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EDWARD GIBBON Ee, 367 
ablement à Lauſanne, | Enfin à cet &gard nous nous arrangerons, 
comme il vous ſera le plus agreable; et en proportion de nos revenus. 
Toujours ſerez vous ainſi, à ce qui j eſpère, plus decemment et * 
comfortablement, que vous ne ſeriez par tout ailleurs au meme prix. 
Quant a la ſociete, quoique infiniment agreable, je commence ce : 
chapitre par vous dire que jeviterois de vous y inviter, fi vous ctiez 
entièrement deſceuvre; les jours ſont longs alors, et laiſſent bien 
du vuide; mais homme de lettres, comme vous tes, je ne connois 
point de ſocicte qui vous convienne mieux. Nous aurons autour de 
nous un cercle, comme il ſeroit impoſſible d'en trouver ailleurs dans 


un auſſi petit eſpace. Madame de Corcelles, Mademoiſelle Sulens, et 


M. de Montolieu (Madame eſt morte), Meſſrs. Polier et leurs fem- 
mes, Madame de Severy, et M. et Madame de Naſſau, Mademoiſelle 
de Chandieu, Madame de St. Cierge, et M. avec leurs deux filles 
jolies et aimables, Madames de Crouſaz, Polier, de Charrieres, &c. 
font un fonds de bonne compagnie dont on neat point, et dont 
M. de Servan eſt ſi content qu'il regrette toujours d'ttre obligꝭ de re- 
tourner dans ſes terres, et ne reſpire que pour g&tablir tout a fait à 
Lauſanne. Ill paſſa tout Phyver-de 1782 avec nous, et il fut, on ne 
peut plus, agréable. Vous trouverez les maœurs changes en bien, 
et plus conformes à nos ages, et à nos caractères; peu de grandes 
afſemblees, de grands repas, mais beaucoup de petits ſoupers, de 
petites afſemblees, od Yon fait ce qu on veut, od Pon cauſe, lit, &c; 
et dont on carte avec ſoin les facheux de toute eſpece. Hyale 
Dimanche une ſociets, od tout ce qu'il y a d'un peu diſtingus en 

Etrangères et Etrangers, eſt invite. Cela fait des aſeinblees de 40 50 
perſonnes, od Pon voit ce qu'on ne voit gueres le reſte de la ſemaine, 
et ces efpeces de rout font quelquefois plaiſir. Nous ſommes fort 
degoutes des Etrangers, ſurtout des jeunes gens, et nous les Ecartons' | 
avec ſoin de nos petits comitẽs, à moins qu'ils n ayent du merite, ou 
quelques talens. A cet égard un de nos petits travers, c'eſt. len- 
pee mais vous en profiterez, mon cher Monſieur, comme 
. e 412 5 Edward 
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i e 6 ai A homme nx 
Hi ode; et je vols fic que vous ſoutiendrez fort bien ce role, ſans. 
Tous en fächer, düt on un peu vous ſurfaive, ) „int ge t me 
| flatter, mais tu me fait plaiftr; eſt peut Erre le meilleur vers do Deſ- 


5 touches. Voild donc l hyver; Petude le matin, quelques converſa- 


tone, quand vous ſerez fatigue, avec quelque homme de lettres, ou 


Wo amateur, ou du moins qui aura vu quelque choſe; à Fheure qu'il 


vous plaira un diner, point de fermier general, mais henne épi- 
eurien, avec un ou deux amis quand vous voudrez; puis quelques 


 vilites, une foirce, ſouyent un ſouper. Quant A Fete, vu votre maniere 


@aimer la campagne, on diroit que ma remiſe a été faite pour vous; 


8 pendant que vous vous y promenerez en fenateur, je ſerai/ ſauvent en 
don payſan Suiſſe, düvant mon chalet, ou dans ma chaumidre; puis 


nous nous rencontrerons tout à coup, et tichenons de nous remettre 


an niveau Fun de Pautze. Nous fermerons nos portes à l ondinaire, 
_ = Excepts aux etrangers qui paſſent leur chamin; mais quand nous 


voudrong, nous y anrons tous ceux que nous aimerona A. 5 voin: 


enn on ne demande pas mieus que d' y venir ſe rejouir. Fai em un 


beau jour d!Avril-ce printeme, un dejeunen qui m'a cqutẽ quelques 


Lauis, ou il y avait plus de 40 perſonnes, je na ſais combien- de 
petites tables ung hanna muſique au milien du vergars at une quan- 
Bie deo qonnes at jolie pealannes anians des. branles, et formant des 
chiſres en cadence; j'ai vu bien des tg, j en ai pen i de plus 
Jalies. Quand mon pare vous ennuyera nous: auraus, ou nous 


louerons enſemble (et ce ſera ainſi, un plaiſir peu cher) un, cabriolet 


leger, avec deux chevaun gentils, et nous irons viſiter nos, amis: 


diſyerſes dans les campagnes, qui nus regevrant à bras ouverts. Vous 


nn daa A e u dg ASH 
pour many de Ja focicts,, et une forte as: recherche ſimple, 


mas elegante. Les 3 = Printems,, excepte Madame de Van- 


berg ae ſont W ms il y en a d autes aſſea ; 
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gail et quoiqu'elles: ne ſoyent pas en bien grand nombre, it y 
en aura toujours allen pour vous, mon cher Monſieur, Peu 4 peu 
mon imagination m'a emporte, et mon ſtyle se gaye, comme cela 
nous arrivait quelquefois dans nos chateaux en Eſpagne. Il eſt bien 
tems de finir cet article, rẽſumons nous plus ſcrieuſement. 
Si vous exccutez le plan que vous avez imagine, j'aimerois mime 
à dire que vous embraſſez, ſurtout d'apres ce que vous marquez 
vous meme, Si je ne confaltars que! men: caur et ma'raiſon, je romprois 
ſur le champ cette indigne chaine, &c. Eh! que voulez vous conſulter, 
ſi ee n eſt votre '\cecur et votre raiſon? $6, dis-je, vous exccutez 
et plan, vous retrouverez une kbertẽ et une ind&pendange, que vous 
d waurien jamais du perdre, et dont vous mæritez de jouir, une aiſance 
qui ne vous coũtera qu un voyage de quelques jours, une tranquil- 
litẽ que vous ne pouven avoir à Londres, et enfin un ami qui n'a peut 
etre pas ee un joun ſans penſer à vous, et qui malgre ſes defauts, 
ſes foĩbleſſes et ſon inferiorits, ONE ROE 
vous convientle/micux. | ga ity "HM 


It me reſte à vous hs e teh thts & ad: 
vous favez deja actuellement que < ce weft pas manque d' amitic et de 


zele pour la choſe; mals votre lettre ma été renvoyte de Eauſanne 

ici, A Straſbourg, et je nA paſſe qu une poſte fans y repondre, ce quĩ 
weſt pas trop, vous Pavotierez, pour un paroeil bavardage. je ſuis 
parti de Lauſanne la veille de Paques pour venir” voir un M. Bour- 
card de Baſle, fort de mes amis; il eft ici aupres du Comte de 
Caglioſtro, pour profiter de ſes remẽdes. Vous aurez entendu parler 
peut etre de cet homme extraordinaire à tous ẽgards. Commie- J'ai 
ete afſez malade tout Phyver, je profite auſſi de ſes remꝭtes; mais 
comme le tems du ſejour du Comte ici n'eſt rien moins que fur, le 
mieux ſera que vous me crivieʒ 2 M. D. chen M. Bourcard du Kir/ſh- . 
* en, à Baſle.- Gen, or 9 TL RS. L913 "£4 . * wy ' 
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. zun hend il est Acvelhire ee 
ee ee ben e e eee Adieu, 


mon cher ami. FANS E 6 (not 72 N. OFLAge FFF 
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* repois yotre. lee 4s. 3 10 Juin, le 21 de ge mois. | AujourThui 


pour y repondre,; quaique ma miſſive ne puiſſe partir par arrange- 


ment des poſtes, que Vendredi prochain, 27 du courant. O merveille, 
Feen Elle n agit pas moins puiſſamment ſur vous, 
et moyennant le debe toujours pret, et toujours prompt de nos 
anker yn. is nov dib bent h. demande 4 l vt. Je 
remercie mille fois le genie de l'amitié, qui m'a pouſle,. apres. mille 
_ efforts inutiles, a vous cerire. enfin au moment le plus critique et le 
plus favorable. Jamais demarche n'a repondu ſi parfaitement a tous 
mes vceux et 3 toutes mes eſperances. Je compiois ſans doute ſur 
la durce et la xeritg de vos ſentimens; mais j ignorois (telle « la 
- foibleſſe humaine) juſqu à quel point ils avdient pu etre atticdis par le 
tems et I'dloignement ; et je ſavois encore moins Tetat actuel de 
votre ante, de. votre fortune et de vos liaiſons, qui auroient pu 
_ oppoſes, tant d obſtacles à notre reunion. Vous m Ccriyez, vous 
m aimez toujours; vous defirez.; KS 2cle, aver arent, de, realiſer nos 
anciens projets ;, vous le pouvez, vous.le voulez ; vous m I des 
Tautomne votre maiſon, et quelle maiſon Votre terraſſe, et quelle 
terraſſe votre ſocicts, et quelle docietse! L. arrangement nous con- 
Lien A tous les deux; je retrouve \ la Tris le compagnon de ma 


Jun; conkllr et un peintre qui fait e et 
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| exagever' meme les objetsles plus das Ces enagerations me font 
pour le moins autant de plaiſir, que 1a. ſimple, verite, $1, votre 
portrait toit tout. à fait reſſemblant, ces agremens n'exiſteroient 
que hors de nous memes,. et Jaime encore mieux les trouver dans 
la vivacite de votre cœur et de votre imagination. Ce n'eſt pas que 
je ne reconnoiſſe un grand fond de verite dans le tableau de Lau- 
ſanne; je connois le lieu de la ſcene, je me tranſporte en idee ſur 
notre terraſſe, je vois ces cõteaux, ce lac, ces montagnes, ouvrages 
favoris de la nature, et je congois ſans peine les ęmbelliſſemens que 
votre goũt s eſt plu y ajouter. Je me rappelle depuis vingt ou trente 
ans les mœurs, Veſprit, Laiſance de la ſocicte, et je comprends que | 
ce veritable ton de la bonne compagnie ſe perpetue, et s' ẽpure de pere 
en fils, ou plutòt de mere en fille; car il m'a toujours paru qu à Lau- 
ſanne, auſſi bien qu en France, les femmes. ſont tres ſuperieures aux 
hommes. Dans un pareil ſejour, je craindrois la diflipation bien. 
plus que Teunui, et et le tourbillon de Lauſanne Etonneroit_ un phi- 
loſophe accoutume, depuis tant d'annces A. la tranquillité de Lon 
dres. Vous tes, trop inſtruit pour regarder ce propos, comme 
une mauvaiſe plaiſanterie; c'eſt dans les droits. qu on eſt en- 
trainE. par la rapidité des courans: il n'y en a point en pleine 
mer. Deſqu' on ne recherche plus les plaiſirs bruyans, et qu'on. 
vaffranchit volontiers des deyoirs penibles, la liberté d'un ſimple 
particulier ſe fortifie par Vimmenſite de la ville. Quant & moi, 
Papplication. à mon grand ouvrage, Fhabitude, et la récompenſe 
du travail, m' ont rendu plus ſtudieux, plus ſedentaire, plus ami de 
la retraite. La chambre des communes et les grands diners exigent. 
beaucoup de tems; et la temperance d'un repas Anglois, vous permet 
de goũter de ein ou ſix vins diffẽrens, et vous ordonne de boire une 
bouteille de claret après le dẽſert. Mais enfirt je ne ſoupe jamais, je 
me couche de bonne heure, je regois peu de viſites, les matinces ſont. 
longues, les tes ſont libres, et dèſque je ferme ma porte; je ſuis oublie 
du Monde entier. Dans une ſocicte Plus bornte et plus amicale, les 
3 | 5 -- demarches- 


ERG — 


Ae en publiques, les droits, ſont er 
. bone hears,” on ſe gotite/ top pour he pas paſſer: Fapres-midi 
- enſemble; on ſoupe, on veille, et les plaiſirs de la foirde' ne luiſſent 
pas de deranger le repos de la nuit, et le travail du lendemain Quel 
| eſt cependant le rẽſultat de ces plaintes ? c'eſt ſeulement que la marice 
. "eſt trop belle, et que joſe me ſervir de Vexcuſe honnete de la fants 


et du privilege d'un homme de lettres; il ne tiendra qu's moi de 


| VV Pour cet engouement 


que vous m' annoncez, et qui a toujours été le défaut des peuples les 
plus ſpirituels, je Vai dejà & prouvé fur un plus grand théätre. II y a 
ſix ans que Pami de Madame Necker fut regu & Paris, comme celui 
de George Deyverdun pourroit t etre à Laufanne. Je ne conmois 
rien de plus flateur que cet accueil favorable d'un public poli et 


Eclairc. Mais cette faveur, fi douee pour Fetranger, n eſt-elle pa 


un peu dangereuſe pour | Phabitant-expoſe 4 voir fletrir ſes lauriers, 


par ſa faute ou par Vinconſtancedes ſes juges? Non; on fe ſoutient 


toujours, peut etre pas preciſement, au mEme point d'Elevation. 
A Fabri de trois gros volumes in quarto en langue &trangtte, encore 

ce qui n'eſt pas un petit avantage, Je conſerverai- toujours la reputa- 
tion littEraire, et cette reputation donnera du relief aux qualites 
ſociales, ſi Yon trouve Thiftorien ſans travers, ſans” aàffectation et 


| ſans pretenfions. Je ſerai done charm# et content de votre ſocicte, 


et j aurois pu dire en deux mots, ce qui'7ai'bavarde en deux pages; 


mais il y a tant de ptaiſir à bavarder avec un ami! car enfin Je 


poſſede i Laufinne un veritable ami; et les ſimples connoiſfances 
remplaceront fans beaucoup de peine, tout ce qui s appelle liaifon, et 


meme amitic, dans ce vaſte deſert de Londres. Mais au moment ou 


Jecris, je vois de tous cotes une foule d' objets dont la perte fera bien 
plus difficile a reparer. Vous connoiffiez ma biblioth&que ; mais je 
ſuis en ctat de vous rendre le propos de votre maifon cf bien 


autre choſe d cetis heure; formèe peu à peu, mais avec beaucoup de 
4 5 foin et de NR * . ſe nommer — un beau cabinet de 


 particulier. 
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— Non eontent de remplir a — 

piece qui · lui toit deſtinteg elle gteſt de bord ee dans la chambre ſur u 
me duns obtre, anciehne chambre d ocudher, dans la mienne, dans 
F de \Bentinthefrectyetrjulgues:dansrune — Oo - 
nnn £20 4a dy 39” Ac Cin. 1 3 


q An trie, 2 trim A sro 


. al delle 3 ranges autour * moi; lnb al ige 


etr te eſt mo Lo vre Et. m ade en roi | 1 „ 
|; anther Ma zetraite elt mon Louvre, ety commande en ro , 


Le fonds eſt mee eee eehte, anal, | 
. Franeciſe, et Augloiſeg et les nütewes les inbins chert à homme de gott,, 
| _ . des 6ecltfinftiques, des Byzantine} des Orientzux, font les plus neceffüires 
+» IVhifi6rion de laddcadenice et de ln ernte &. Vous ne ſentez que 3 
© trop bien le deſagrément de laiſſer, et fimpoſſibilité de tranſporter | 
4 Aug du ſix'milles volumes, d autant plus que le diet n' pas rilüj́ tee 
| faire de la Suiſſe, un pays maritme. . Cependunt mon zele pour la „ 
e euſſee de nos prohets commun; ile fait imägiwer que ces Obſtacl es 
1 Povrront Capplanir; ot que pe pills andy ou ſupporter ces privationis 3 
douloureuſes Les bons auteurs Uafſſques, labibHiotheque des Nations, © 
de tetrouvegt dans tous ley pays, Lanſinne/elt pas depoirvurde — | 
* Hires; ni de politeſſs,'er Yai dine Peffrit qu on pourtoit acquerir pour 
wun'certajn/terns;\qudque-biblietheque dum vietard ou d'un mineur, © +» 
dont la fyrnille ne youdroit'pis ſe defaire entièrement. Quant aux 5 
outils de mon travail, nous commencerons par examiner Ierat de e 
nos richeſſes; apres quoi il faudroit faire un petit caleul du prix dvuu 
poids et de la rareté de chaque ouyrage, pour juger de ce qu'il 
| Ferditineceſſaire de tramſporter de Londres, et de c quton acheteritit 
plus commodt ment en guiſſe; à Legard de ces frais, on devroit les 4 
enviſuger comme les avarices une manufacture tranſplantee'en pays 
Krranger et dont on eſpere retirer dans Ia ſuite un profit raiſonnable. 1 


* 


votre bibliotheque publique, en y ajoutant meme - 
elle de NM. de Bochat; eſt ales piteuſs ; mals celles de Berne et de 2 
or 1. ub iu Ne 12 gem: r WT” 
Hehe * | I” 5 p 1 - 


tes" cautions, il-me ſerie permis de Pax + url 


très bien place pour prendre les 


informations, et eee demarches convenables; mais vous 
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valet. de chambre, maitre „ele Gee, dul 6 tte houmi dans notre 
maiſon, et qui comptoit y finir ſes jours. Depuis votre 


as; talens et ſes vertus erer er ur beer, RF E 
conſidere hien moins ſur le pied un 
5 anne Malbeureuſement il ne-ſair 


que f in mern a ; q 
de langue etrangère. I m'accompagna, il y a fix ans, | 
S | dags, mon. wenge: A Paris, mais il rapporta delewent a Londres 2 
wu Tighorance, ct tous les prejuges' d'un bon patriote.. A Law | | 
A Kanne il me oodterit beaucoup,. ON eee a 
EE. To u ne nqus ſeroit que d une tres dee ; | 
2B 2 * T N f g 
. | 
R tout G un eng, de p. 8 qui ſont lices-avec-le bien etre i 
= EET et plan er ſe reſoudre A lui ſubſtituer un viſage | 
7 2 l nf : 8 4 . Wo | # . | 
: 7 A . £3 5 3 ; 


Suiſſe pris ſur eee eee Vous: — Aura certain . 
Georges Suiſſe qui a fait autrefois avec moi, le voyage de France et 


Gitalie ?+ Je le erois marit et ẽtabli & Lauſanne ; vil vit encore, fo = 


vous pouvez Fengager à ſe rendre ici, pour me ramener en Suiſſe, 
la compagnie & ug bon et anrien· ſerviteur ne laifſeroit- pas d adoucir 


la chute, et il neee moi, juſqu à ce que nous 


Heng, A qui-je.ferai — neee, 


gouvernantes, laquais, euiſinière, &. ſe prennent et ſe: reavoyent 
nk difficulté. Un article bien plus important, c'eſt notre table, er 
legumes et des fruits de votre jardin, tout excellens qu ils ſont; mais 
je mai preſque rien I ajouter à l honnetetẽ de vos propos, qui me 
donnent- beaucoup plus de plaiſir que de ſurpriſe. Si je me trouvois 
ſans fortune, au lieu de rougir des bienfaits de Vamitic, j accepterois 
vos offres auſſi ſimplement que vous les faites. Mais nous ne ſom- 
mes pas reduits A ce point, et vous comprenez aſſez qu'une dècon- 
fiture Angloiſe laiſſe encore une fortune fort decente au Pays de Vaud, 
et pour vous dire quelque choſe. de plus precis, je dẽpenſerois fans | 


| le:reſultat auſſi bien que les details d'un menage; en ſuppoſant une 


petite: table de deux philoſophes Epicuriens, quatre, einq, ou ſix 


domeſtiques, des amis aſſez ſouvent, des repas aſſez rarement, beau- 


coup de ſenſualite, et peu de luxe, a combien eſtimez vous en gros 
le depenſe d'un mois et d'une anne? Le partage que vous avez dejꝭ 


nourxis· A votre calcul, j'ajouterois mon entretien perſonnel, habits, 


plaiſirs, gages de domeſtiques, &c, et je yerrois d une r besen ce n 
en Venſemble de mon petit etabliſſement. 
Apres avoir eſſuyc tant de 4ctailsminutiex, le cher lecteur s — 4 
ö de ine fixer pendant PT" 


* 
wh 
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fait, me parvit des plus raiſonnables; vous me logen, et je vous 


wet manns vral ads 5 . hut kane an chem Sheen a. 
qui e ee et auquel Faurai peut ene la bete de reger. 


ALY 


þ quaſuljoipqueb anni mee Vennui 
| devaltires cede bun . be- e * 4 — 
an lovidefaves; Lo 3 3 Jos: 
che nechenhony.que/leur- wrantage” pastieulien, 1,05 u teujour 
ee dus les ſubaltermes fertimt plus de mul qu de bien. Damir 
n. en : Les:miniftves: font rarement! dignes de Vinſpirer 3: 
d North:in'a>pas;euiacfq plaindre demi, er ſi je 
— —ę—„—½ .tl .. prune 
nnn — 42 et d- gad au rern Pg 
rile-ſentiment, qu il n paiat de 
———— de: vivre aver vos, n 
. prone place Com 
Bae er Claus) ou je ee e eee em ee cinq 
longues rhatindes;:qub mlavertiront dit la folle de mon choix. Vous * 
2 2 a reit & Högard de Fiaſtabilité de ces emplois; ig 
:ſeuls:qui ne {6 refſentent jamais des revolutions ds 
a. Cependant ſi oette place &offtoit bientot, je n aurois pas le 
bon ſens er Ie courage de la refuſer; "Quels autres confeillers ven- je 
_ prendre;- 1 non mon cœut et mu raiſon? Il en eſt de puiſſans Fre 
* toujours écouteb: les egurds, la mativaiſe honte, tous mes amis; o 


ſol diſant tels, 8 Gerieront que je ſuis un homtze perdu, ruüüne, un 


© fou qui ſe derobe à ſes protecteürs, un mifanthrope quf Sexile au 
baut du monde, et puis les exagerations” ſur tout ce qui ſeroit 
eee * . 
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_ - Wexigeant pas de re ponſe. ali IS 
Pour votre parole, permetten que je vous en diſpenſe encore, et 7 
meme juſqu au dernier jour, je ſensn bien qu un procede contraire. 


vaus 
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„ mn 
tantes er ma belle mere fe phindront que je les quitte pour jamais, 


_ && Et Vembarras de prendre mon bonnet de nuit, comme diſoiv - 
le ſage Fontenelle, lorſqu il metoit queſtion que de ſo coucher;. co 


bien de bonnets de nuit ne me fuudra · t-· il pas prendre, et les prendre 


x ma fuite. Vola à la verité des obſtacles afſes peu redoutables, et 


en les deerivant, je ſens qu' ils s affolbliffent duns mon eſprir. Grace 
* ee long bavardage vous connoiſſea mon interieur, comme moꝶß 
meme, c' eſt à dire affez/mat; mais cette incertitude, tres arnieale pour 
moi, ſeroit tres facheuſe pour vous. Votre reponſe me parviendra 

verb la fin de Juillet, et huit jours après, je vous promets une re- 
plique nette et déeiſive: je pars ou je reo. Si je pars, ce ſera au 


milieu de Septembre; je mangerai les raiſins de votre. treille, les pre- 


miens jours d Octobre, et vous'aurez encore” le tems de me charger 
de vos eommiſſions. Ne me dites plus: Monſieur, et tres chunt 
er- erer ie ſecond eſt ſu peru. 
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ni, Monſieur, ni amis Eh hien! vous ſaurez qu étant parti 
Samedi de Straſbourg, pendant que je venois ich, dome ſeconde lee 
alloit la, et qu'ainſi je regus. votre troiligme, Dimanche, et votre 
ſeconde, hier. La mention que vous y faiſieꝝ du Suiſſe George, dont 
je n 'ai pu rien trouver dans la premiere, m a fait comprendre ail y en 
avoit une ſeconde, eee eee 
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. n du ee in amet ki joins ww 
5 enen 2 ee euere eehte 
. elt nous: faires Gnas; craps woe 


|  edts, qui fortiſient votre reſolution ;; pour moi, je n en feraipoint d eſ · 


ee petit ule, parlons toujours comme ſi Vaflaire toit decidce, 
e.t repaſſons votre lettre. Tout ce que vous dites, des grandes et 
8 . petites villes, elt tres vrai, et votre cor iſon des detroits et de la 
pleine mer, eſt on ne peut pas plus juſte et agréable s mais enfin, 
comme on fait ſon lit, on ſe couche,. diſdit Sancho Pancha d'agreable 
wee en uud pout ious, fen ir f. guiſe qu un ẽtranger, 
qui, n ayant ni devoirs d'ctat ni de ſang à remplir, peut vivre en · 
een ans que perſonne y puiſſe trouver à redire? Moi 
meme, bourgeois et eitoyen de la ville, je ſuis preſqu'entièrement 
bre. Letz, par enemple, je deteſte de m enfermer le ſoir dans des 


chambres chaudes, pour faire unt partie. Eh bien I on m'a perſe- 


- eut6 un peu la premiere anne; à preſent on me. laiſſe en repos. Il 
55 aun ſans doute quelque changement dans votre manière de vivre; 
mais il me ſemble qu on ſe fai aiſemerit à cela. Les diners; ſurtout 
er femmes, ſont tribe rares; les ſoupers peu grande; on refte plutöbt 
N pour etre enſemble, que pour manger, et pfuſieurs perſonnes ne Saſs 
ſeyent point. Je crois, tout compte et rabattu, que vaus aurez en- 
„ eee e ee eee een dun Londres; on ſort peu le 
2 taatin, et quand nos amis commune viendront chez moi, et vous 
ah” nn ce — — 
us Sl aliens fon. online et ils ſe tairont reſpectueuſement. 
Pour les bibhotheques publiques, votre idee ne pourroit, je . 
| — lecteur, ou mt me E mais un 


= r f ' oy | £359 37 


- 
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5 ſentielles, juſqu à ce que j aye recu encore une letire de vou. oe. 


» 


8 


* 


operations, de ne parler que d une 
_ fix mois ou plus ou moins. Vous feriez bien, je penſe, dl aller chez 
mon ami Louis Teiſſier; & eſt un brave et honiẽte homme, qui m' eſt 


conſeils avee zele, et vous gardera le ſecret. 

Vous ee e eee Monſieur, un 

| ene avons un enfin. Procurez vous un volume 38 vo. 

Poqſer Helvetiennes, imprimts Fannte paſſte chen Mouſer, d Lauſanne. 

Vous trouverez entr autres dans Vepitre au jardinier de la grotte, 

votre ami et votre parc. Toute la proſe eſt de votre très nn 
ſerviteur, qui dẽſire qu elle trouve grace devant vous. 


. — Fiji | 


8 role dans Ia republique des lettres, un homme 
Ams et conſidere, trouvera, je m'imagine, bien des facilites ; d ailleurs, 
Jai de bons amis a Berne, 410 prendrai ici des informations. 


Paſſons a la table. Si je 


A vue de pays cela pourra aller de 20 à 30. Louis par mois, 


| pra TA dba ſuivant la friandiſe, et le plus ou moins 


de convives. FCC 


le votre. e e 


ee de eee bes Weges te an ies de eee 
„C b_d fas aatints vous en aurez quelque - 
fois ſans doute: par exemple, ſi votre ſalle à manger, votre ſalle de 
compagnie, ſont plus riantes, vous perdrez pour le vaſe de la bibli- 


dtheque. Pour ce 0 qui eſt des repreſentations, des diſcours au moins | 


LC CEES os Look & maſquer vos grandes 


eee e ee eee 
n * 


Le Comte de Caglioſtro a fait un ſejour a Londres. One gu 


| eſt, C'od-il ed, d od il tire ſon argent il exerce gratis ſes talen 


pour la médecine; il a fait des cures admirables; mais c'eſt d'ailleurs 


le compoſe le plus Etrange. Jai ceſle de prendre ſes remedes qui 
m'6chauffoient—I'homme d'ailleurs me gitoit le médecin. Je ſuis 
revenu a Baſle avec mon ami. Adieu j.recrivez moi le plutdt poſlible. 


g . * S 7 
4 1 


| ctois à Lauſanne, cet article ſeroit plus ſur, | 
5 poi xvi wes pipe confer; J'ai une chienne de m6- 


eourſe, d'une viſite chez moi, de 
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MEFS: cio} Ini 4b it 
5 exhoids S044 e eee e e e eee ere ar. 
we 30 en Aeneren Couv- 19 Juillet 1283. 
eee i; et ce qui vautcencong = 
to mieux Vamitic, me défpndent de vous laiſſer u moment dans 
1 "Js yARs. Je vous en donne ma parole, et comme 
je ſuis bien aiſe de me foörtiſier dun nouveau lien, je vous prie tres 


Farb 17S 925 e207 


gp 1 1 Zinc. F-& v2 


; Jian de: ne pas m'en diſpenſer, Ma poſſeſſion; ſans doute, ne 


vaut' pas celle de Julie; mais vo eren plus int x arable que St. Freu. 
* ne ſens plus qu'une vive impatience pour untre rp n.. 
de mois d Octobre eſt encore loing' 9a jour, et nous uurons tout le 
tems de prendre, et de nous donner des Eelairriſſemems dont nous 


avons beſoin. Apres un mür cxarien; Je renonce zu voyage de | 


| George Suille, 'qui- me parmit incertain, cher et difficile Apres _ 
tout mo valet de ahembre ct ma bihliothiegue. Cont les ddux articles 
les p us.cmbarraſlans. Si je ne rettneis pas n plume, je remplirois 
| fans peine la fegille; mais il ne faut pas; paſſer du ſilence, à un babil 
intapiſſahle. Zoeulement ſi je canner le Conte ide Coglioſtro, cet 
homme extmardinzire, Se. Saves vous le Lass! aui, ſans daute; 
Quand zetourner vous 
2 Lanſanne vous mime? Je peaſe ge aue Y Unuseres une petite | 
bete bien aimable, mais tant ſoit pau méchante, qui, ſe. nomme 
_ Mikady Elizabeth Foſter; parlez lui de moi, mais OR 
I, eG Vale. gk; 
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i Ven Fg tions avil DS IL nl 4 281 -- July Lb 0 93. 
You will read the lewiag Rav eee nds 
than you would probably give to an haſty conference, perpe- 
way interrupted. by the opening of the door, and perhaps by Me 
1 uickneſs ef our own: tempers. I nkither expect nor defire an an- 
on a ſübſect of extreme importance to myſelf, but” which | 
fllendmip alode can render intereſfing to pr "We ſhall wy meet 
at Sheffield, YH VS0H 07 Of 98 190 : 21 
It is needleſs 64 repeat the TEE have nk 


Gilent Folicary x walks. "Notwithſtanding your active and ardent ſpirit, 


you muſt alone thar dere ie ſome perplexity in my preſent fireition, | 
aud that iny fiture'proipedts are diſtant and cloudy. I have ved | 


too long it e world'to entertain a very ſanguine ides of the friend- 
ſhip or zcal of taidiſterial e e ee ene 
the powers'of patrotage we" reidinied,'® «E „ „% „ „* 
We” ee 7 ins 59 Mis: e «3: <4 71 eg _ 4+ . n 


„ e „„ At che end of the eee 


long before that: une {for their, lives ane MH a og een 
intereſted friend, eee de eee Ben 2 4 | 


- the fruits of another revolution. But I will take a more &@yourable 


ſuppoſition, and conceive myſelf in fix months firmly, ſeated at the 
board of cuſtoms; before the end af che next i months I ſhould 
infallibly hang myſelf. Inſtead of regretting my. diſappointment, 1 
rejoice in my eſeape ; a L am ſatisfied that no ſalary could pay me 


tor the irkſomencſs'of attendance, and the drudgery of buſineſs, oo 
vor. 4. ++ -- repugnant 
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e 3 604 1 1 will dare to-fay,) ſo n of my 
character. Without looking forwards. 40 the poſſibility, ſtill more * 
 Fomore,: of exchanging that laborious office. for a A N 
gpther plan, mope reaſonable, ; 3 
n a temporary retreat 15 a quiet. and 21 i * 55 4 
I four years refidence at Lauſanne, 1 ſhould live within my in- y 


eme, ſave, and een accumulate, ;my,;ready. money; figith, +4 

_ Hiſtory, anobject of profit, as well as fame, jexpeRt the con 
Es elderly, lives, and return to England at. the, 69.9 of 9 
to form a lafting Adee nden eſtabliſhment, my courting. the 

. finiles of e Miniter, Or apptebending, the downfal.of a;party. . Su 

have deen uf Cie er eie Ter 1, much queſtion, | 
whether I ſhould have found courage to follow my reafon .and 
my; inclination, if a friend had; not ſtretched his hand to draws me. 
out of the dirt. The twentieth of laſt May 1 wrote, to my my. fnend 
Deywerdun, alter a long injeryal of filegce, 20 expoſe my | Fu — 
nd to conſult in what manner I might beſt arrange myſelf, at Lau- 
lange., From higanſwer, which I, received about a fortnight ago, 
Lhaye'the pleaſure to learn, that bis heart and his houſe are both 8 
open for my restption z, that a family which be bad lodged ; for lome 

BS rear about to leave him, ani that, at no other tim time my company 

- could have been ſo acceptable and convenient. 1 ſhall ſtep, at my 


into an exceltent apartment and a delightful ſituation; the fair 


deen of ot eres will render them very moderate, and I ſhall 


pass my title With the companion of my youth, whoſe temper and 
13 Have always been congenigl to my oπ.n. Ihave given him 
"my word of Honour to be at Labſanne in the beginning of October, 
Ae 0 er or perſuaſion can divert me from this IRREVOCABLE 
reſolution] Which I am every day proceeding to execute: 0 Kisch. i 
I with; Bar I ſcarcely hope, to convince you of the propriety. of 
4 ſcheme ; but at leaſt you will allow, chat when ye are not able to 
prevent * our * W firive.to ronder them. as 


* 


1 


3 „ hb. 
keaſy und hargleſt as poſſible. -The.armngemant, of my houſe; fure, 
. niture, and. Orgy ny e v eee put it is to a= | 
and judgment, alone that I, Pr more important diſpoſal of 

| Lenborgugh and. „ ON On theſe ſubjects. we .may 8⁰ 7 
ipto a cee al at e ut 7 yOu know. i it is the rule of. 4 14 
committee, f ot to hear any a argum ente a a inſt the. 17 1 eu of, the 

bill, At preſent 1 wall only. obſerve, tha l "neither 0 thele” negocia- 

. tions ought t to detain me here; the former may = ip al 8 as We | 
the | latter much berts er, in m ny abſence. Pale, Rae, 5 
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„ ee 35 wma Ou e. gh ies in 
N 3 veſt furieuſement rappetiſe ; vous avez ſi hien re, 
'>-tranch&1c ſuperflu, que vous oubliez Feſſentiel: gt cen eſt. que 
par des epnje qures ſines et lavantes que je devine lædate du tema et qu 
Ben. c au cheers. fe Mon Fheffeld, 
ier nun de Londres, ice qui ajoute deux jours pgur l arriyge, 
eile depart) du ccurſer. ( Je. regois Votre lettre (je ne ſais du quan; 
bene) le ga Jaller de en dle grace 198 3, je ne ponda du 31 e mois 
er ge la &te annbe. I. ꝛcle ge ſe rallentit, point poyrfla, conſurma- 
don du grand cure: dhe ſens voter proœgdg Gellest e Senger, ot | 
 quoique je m euſſe pas Ste fach def er days youre, fermete, un 
appuiA la, micnne, mon, inclination, eſt fi, hien affermie. fur, Is baſe | 
indbranlable ds inclination. et de la taiſon, ig, BE eins plus les 
obſtacles exteriews. vi jnterieurs,,, Pe i ole. ber mon depart, | 
| leg puages: api le couyroient, fe ſont Exapouis ; | les montagnes g ap- 
pilot devany, moi, ct lep dragons qui Sétdient preſentes fur 
n OMG I fog re 5 In, emaine pallee, je 58 0 
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” Os * Es ng eras 3 os. 
Seu Laufarndls;, Beis je ens M ifretice entre le petit ouvert 
© iſle « weſqula Tn argen, OR Oe © SNARES Te: 
denz amis, qui aurbnt Gautres amis, ... 
Vous ih enn oft de 10 pit rb 
fonde politique ; mais les declarations, et meme les demarches qui 
ſeront neceflaires pour me retirer de la Chambre des Communes, de- 
elareront un peu trop tot I'ctendue de mes projets. Cependant on 
. gout! tirer quelqhe parti de cette honntte diffimwlation, pour calmer . 
un pen les ſcrupules, et les regrets des dames agces que vous con- 
nolſſer, et que yous ne connoiſſez pas. Mais le moyen le plus effi- 
cace. pour atriter, on pour ne pas-Ecouter des mavuvais fiſcours, c'eſt 


| de 4 derdber par une Prompte fulte, et depitis que ma reſolution a 


ete 


eie priſe, je compte les jours et les momens. Le ro du mois prochaĩa 


3 9 a Londres, on je travalllerai Wr a preparer ce 


changement d'&tat.- Fattends tous les; jours ka reponſe de Mis 
ne ac x qui ja ai tache de perſuader qu une entre vue de trois 
ou Set Jodes J Nac, feel ade Sc qu ameère A tot les deux. 
& elle fe tend, ou fait ſethblalit de ſe fende & mies ralfons, je 
chmpte gue ut 1a f Preiulete, Ou d tilbind I ſeconds fe- 
| Hidin + de Septembre, et comme je eouperai droit par 1a Champagne, | 
4 1 Franche-Comté, je pourrols fort bien me trbiwer A Laufaithe 
vers le 20 ou le 4 5 de es mois 14. ſuppofe toujours que eue prota 
F Bela, que votre malten dete Uhr, * que vous 5 
ferez ref nad vous m meme. Pavois quelque ice de ne detöurner par 
vuts, de vous prendre 4 Balle, er at paſſes avec vous par 
Bertie, Kc. Hals, tout bien <onfidere” Fase aa Cart he grand 
voyage et reſerver cette promenade (fi nous avions enxie de la faire) 
pour une ſaiſon plus tranquille. Pattends votre rẽponſe dans une 
trentaine de jours; mais ſans Fattendre je vous Ecrirai de Londres, 
n = ae le fil de ANCE, er BF etre pour vous charger de 
we 1 quelques 
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B Pendant ce pays, n'eſt, pas ſans induftrie, ? Milord et Milady Sbel⸗ 
| tield vous eu tres. emigelement. Ce fera pour mois la perte 
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V Fx the preparatic of my. journey, 1 have not felt any circuiaſtance 9 
. 0s fheply e ee ee e i 
EEE; Leni difference. Tj analy hope vs au hit age 5 
3 but 1 flatter myſelf, that in leſs than Wan er will make 5 
w viſit, aadthatinlefs than four; 1 it with, a cheerful 
+} heart at Sheffield-Place.. Buſineſs pdyances ; [Hi naming rol 
SE ap. Sippod fy Regan. 9941, rok Laplagos gle as ſoon 
e myſelf On Thurkday, porning. the. bulk of the] 
Ba ES | from Nantes en to D ning-ſtreet. .. 7 tall. ape from the 
wma to; Hampton Court, and, ſpend, three. or, four days in taking 1 
, motipns, arhat day you arrive - 
© ©. ia whether you Mit Lord. « 4+ +.» # + before the races, ' 
n to.be gone, and ſhall only wait for lat | 

35 DES Interview with vou. Your. medley of zudges, advocates, politigians, ig) FiEAns, 
MLS, f eee Aden. 
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15 13 ere be 208d, 1763. 
12 AM ' now 3 bne of the moſt unpleaſant days of my life. 


Will the day of our meeting again be accompanied with propor- 


tionable ſatisfaction? The buſineſs of preparation will ſerve to agi- 
tate and divert my "thoughts ; but I do not like your brooding over 
melancholy ideas in your ſolitude, and 1 heartily wiſh that both you 
and my dear Lady 8. would immediately go over and paſs a week at 


Brighton. Such 1 is our imperfe& nature, that diſſi pation is a far 


more efficacious remedy than reflection. At all events, let me hear 


m you, ſoon, 1 have r the evening. at home, » without gaining | 


any intel af v8 
ligence. | 2 ads 
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en SATIN Bb 2 
F7 long tems que je n' ai. 1 lte auſſi mecontend de moi que je le ſuis 

dans ce moment; j ai fait par | evenement une grande Etourderie z 
Ty ai manque à ceux qui me quittent, et à celui qui vient me joindre z 
enſin je me ſuis tres mal conduit. M. * », qui loge chez moi, 
me parciſſoit fi diſpoſe a quitter ma maiſon, quand; je partis au printems, 
que ne doutant pas qu'il ne trouyat 4-8'arranger pendant tout Pets, 
je la Tegardgis deja J'avance comme yacante. Lo plaifir extreme 


que 1: "aVOIs à vous Voffrir, n'a pas peu contribue. a ſoutenir cette il- 


lufion ;. enfin n'entendant parler cependant de rien, je lui ai ecrit, 
apres, avoir regu il 7 a fix jours votre derniere, et il vient de me 
i 2 1 . zept 


ne nee Ae, ee, 
ate? uf ng 1 * 4 12 114 Tf 51092 1 3 Fa 517 e 1 05 [ip He ning 8 
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| * TV AND; mow 


1 tree e e at - 
3 75 ni depenſes, pour deloger, ze neui ai au reſte point marque de quoĩ 
il eteit queſtion; mais je Vai prié de me dire à quelle époque il 
eroyoit que ma maiſon poutroit etre vacante Je lui recrirai demain, 
car il me pargit qu il eſt pique, et tel que je le connois, malgre ce 
que je pourra Jui marquer, il ſera fort empreſſe à re life | 


malgre elk, it a ne faut Plus cc 


malgre £231 ve 7 13 451» 


| Peer fur la maiſon entidre po dur bur ee 


1 . mille pardons, mon cher a, jo 8 me mes 4 | 
votre merci; et en yerite fi vous me voyiez en ce moment, vous 
do aurlez pitie « de ol. e nous reſte-t-il A faire? car enfin it ne faut 
pas perdre la tte... Tai un appartement de deux chambres fans kit; et 
deus petits cabinets, od vous poutriez tre paſſablement, en attend- 
ant que la maiſon füt tout A fait bre; le tout eſt A plein pied de Ia 
; le pede} eee et nous 
pourrions nous faire apporter à manger, choſe pratiquee par nombre 


de Grands Seigneurs, entr autres par Monſeigneur le Margrave 


d Anſpach. 2. Ou bien louer un appartement garni que nous occu- | 
perons enſemble. Ou enſin 3. paſſer hyver dans quelle autre ville 
du Continent qu'il-yous.plaira choiſir, ou j/irai vous joindre et vous 
porter mes excuſes.” Une reflexion que je fais dans ce moment ci, et 
qui me conſole un peu, 'celt que dans votre premiere lettre, votre reſo- 


lution ne tenoit point à ma maiſon, ni meme à Tidee de loger et vivre 
avec moi. Ce ſecond artide aura toujours lieu, gil vous convient, et le | 


premierne ſera que diſſere ; ainſi appaiſez vous, mon cher ami, patdonaez 


moi, et Ecrivez mol tout de ſuite lequel de ces partis vous eonvient le 
mieux, pour quejem'y conforme; ou fivousen imagitiezun nouveau, 
annoncez le mol. Une reflexion qui contribue encore à me cofſoler, 


C 'eſt que pendant Tet tems que nous camperons ainſi en quelque muntere, 5 


nous aurons le tems de bien voir autour de nous, et de nous arranger 


a notre aiſe, d'une mahiere ſtable et commode pour notre 'crablifſe- 
ment. THERE une fois cependant, mon cher a, mille pardons. 
"1; 7, . g Milord 


"na; diantye l eee e ſcigneurie ; mais dites· lui, e 
Nou prie, combien me plait I eſpoir ,d avoir Thonneur de le con- 
Boitre g, je vois encore dl ici ſon bean pare et le charmant ruiſſeau. 
Son ſuffrage dans das firaonſtaneaa. qui doivent, ſana doute le prevenic | 
contre mois me ſaiti le plus grand plaiſir, parceque je le regarde comme 

unt bien forte preuyel que vo prenea un parti convenable & votre 
bonheur. - Des. commitſions,;ye, ne ſaurais trop que vous dire dans 
ce; mamest ad COmmMANguaanen une mailon, monte, voyez si 
eis pes des chaſen Anglsiſes auxquelles vous gtes aceoutumé, et 
mu vous fergiant plaiſſ, lon an pourroit remplir une caille, 5 Unſer- 
vice de vette poraelaine de Bath, par exemple, nous conviendroit, ce 
we / ſomble; aſſez.. tielg 0 34 Hagbit lia: N alt ein not 1 
ne de mes <thintes/ maintenant, deſt que cette; lettre nt vous 
parvienne peut etre point ayant votre depart 3 bela {erat tres 
facheux. Toujdurb auraige ſoin de me trouver A Lauſanne, au moins 
ven le milieu de mois prochain. Des couriers, comme celui que 
vous imenkz, ſdnt urdinairement de: rais/domeſtiques de Grands 
Seigneur, chers: pt iimpbrtan maib vduůlen conn⁰Mitrez en route. 
Ne ſ6yezpas trop ſachi buntrembi du otintretema que je vous annonce, 
et penſez qu'il y a enfin un appartement honnete de gargon, ma 
terraſſe, mon jardin et votre ami, qui ne peuvent vous manquer= | 


| 2 71 N ORs 2 D 
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bf aRtbnithed wich your appatition amd flight; and am at a loſs | 
to comijecture the mighty and ſudden buſineſe of - +" + #* *, 


-which''could' not! be VV Las #4, 
awo 2, 1 4 1 2 their 


. 1 e I choughr, it: — Ina Slap you, ER | 
. Xe 135 nt L deve Hampton to this Yay 4, 5 5 
Will expe&-you Tacſday-erening,. eher in Bewönck o% Downing. 
feet, as youlike beſt. Tou have ecu the pites f Jearnliig acen- 
OR ha mulated in wur purtour; the tranſportatipn will he atehiered to- day, 
BEES. . ———— — | 
hich gull intabie dll about the firſt of September; four days 4 
JJC x3! 52 alt frond, tn 
WE es  Downiltig-Heect,” and after ſeting vom a moment on your. 
. 05 5 PO r Ne is a deſert, and | 
en R your | plan. colmckics very wel, 
ey ny L'think!yoa ſhould Five me the whole of Wedneſday in Ben- 
TD 5 OR SRO to/Daſliy; perhaps ns a vompliment to Lord 
/ ___  4;-youthadbeneridefer itnilbyoir mira, Ladmire Gregory Way, 
Ts eee e aim, uf I did not poſſeſs a diſpbſiticin tomewhat 
Sali 60 bis hn. Muy Lady will be depoſed, and reſtored at 
Brighton; cha turen bf Lordi, Judge Ge. a preper remedy for 
8 wann a medicine M= fumod t e 
4 | Wann BY. 3 $f: ul Tang 9 2 [14,99 621158731 yp 115 1 
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; 5h Ranrencniarzuar, Aces zoth, 17. 
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Ag Ara 


- are tod playful for the ſerious 

1 5 = temper of. my mind. In the whole period of my life 1 do not 

_— 7-4: W ard dy in which Mele monk ee Wn that vn 
euch I took ay leave of Sheffidld-Flace,,. 1 foxgor my friend Deyver- = 
8 = and dhe flir proſpect of quict and hagipineſs which awaits/meat IF 
4 : OE 7 0 | £ 5 ny „ et, 84“ La Gan ; | 


= * ; E | 
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kee . meeting; ad Git;end of $6 


a tem, which, at our age, cannot appear very diftant 3 nos. could 1 
——— wick-thb hope; AROSE ih Fant ar 


thoughts; yet I ſtill look forwards to the decifive day {te-morrow 
ſe nnight) wick an anziety of which yourſelf and Lord 8. have, the 
principal ſhare. Miet tet, ve 5 bst a t bd Hanf ite 

Surely never ary thing was ſa unlucley as che unſeaſonable death uf 
Sir John Ruſſel on his paſſage to his friend at Shefſheld-Phace, which 
ſo ſtrongiy temindet us of dhe inflability/of human life and human 
_ expetations.' The inundation of the affizes uſt hape diftreſſed 
and overpowered: you; but I hope and I-with tochear from yourſelf, 
mt eee eee eee the r w quiet 
ſpirits. Preſent my eee and compliments to Miſs Carter, | 
* Give ee eee en re 
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| Eowanp Ginzow Hh to the Right Honourable + Lard geren 


— air, Semember 8th, 1785. 

A' we are not RE” each other's feelings, I ſhall only 
ſay, that I am glad you did not go alone into Suſſem; an Ame- 
rican rebel to diſpute with gives a diverſion to uneaſy ſpirits, und 1 
heartily wiſhed for ſuch a friend or adverſary during the remainder 
of the day. No letter from Deyverdun; the poſt is arrived, but 
two Flanders mails are due. olus does not ſeem to approve of my 
deſigns, and there ig little merit in waiting till Friday. I ſhould 
wait with more reluctance, did I think there was much chance 
of ſucceſs. dine — Craufurd, and if any ching is decided. 
1 | : 4H 2 vl 


. * 


' * 


— — — ales) Ceed | 
And to the gfdilagy;ywhomll:gpt a traablefameyrand will vaniſh 
ot the- firſt Slew ob: Briphtan->:yHagmot that: al ubriousi ar already} 
or nt ha rage MoH ee eee e wre 


„ proper, (4-thigkidunt Kur bez Wesens ra lere myvem; 
1 > i it is not occupied; due avight»belinluigels7 Once more, adieu - 
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= a N A 2 1 5 a Loxp RB8,. te Septembre 4 
RP ra 3 8215 repondis le 1 fal uillet 5 YER! ettre 
EE 408 ſans date, regue le jour auparavant. Je voyois couler le mois 
_ Host, fortement perſuade qu il ne S athevereit peint, ſans m 
. Porter votre utimatune:.cNaws voich au. Septembre, quarante j 
depuis ma miſlive,; et je mai point anegre de vas nauwelles ! Il eſt 
tai que des vents cantraires nous fctiannent deux malles de Flandres, 
| eket vos deépeches peuvent: et. doient! 6% trouver. Mais ſi elles ne 
_—_—_ 53 m'apporient rien de votre part, je ſerai tres: Etonnẽ; et pas moins 
VVV en que ves lettres, qu les miennes ſe ſoient 
. egartes en chemin? ẽtes yous mort? etes ινt malade? avez vous 
0 nn N eld tr aint nou· 
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"EDWARD pn n Os 
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+ mens le 10 Aofe ; mais Vincertitude, db mes Sinteg me. uit e encore 


hararder ce billet. Apres des trayaux. inouis, Jai enfin brife tous 


OS 5 4 5 


wess liens, et depuis ma relolution, je nal pas eu un N 


gets; ma vive, impatience ſe; fortiſie tous les jours, et depuis que 


Jai, abandons, ma, maiſon et ma bibliotheque, Tennui : prete 
alles à Leſpgrance et A Vamitic... Enſin j avois fixe. mon £ dep Pe 


commencement, de la ſemaine; à cette heure il, eſt renvo 6 2 
| dredi prochain, 12 de ce mois, dans la ſuppoſition toujours c 05 une dee 


de votre part, car je ne ſaurois entreprendre ma courſe, ſe ſans 
affure de la,reception qui m attend au bout. Je me ferai toujours 
prercder par. un mot de billet; mais Ia faiſon el tel ment 'orageuſe, 


au il me ſera impoſſible d arreter le jqur de mon arrivee A \ Lauſanne, 85 
juſqu'a ce que je me yoye; en ſureté au- dela de la mer. Adieu. 


Vous devez etre de retour a 
des mes anciennes cc 
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u Be * ns Mon 1111 N. OL NIV. e 4 $457 HEN" « {4 
FO; 54 VIAL Fo ae ien 5s ret; n 
denen cue Hori 6 Right, Honos a kind sui ir 
e Thurſday, September 11th, 1784. 

1 E heme wth you may impart to my Lady): is completely 
vaniſhed, and I ſupport the diſappointment with heroic pa- 
tience. * * * * * goes down to Chatſworth to-morrow, and 


does not recommend my waiting for the event; et the ag 
| Br is not yet declared, and I am Ignorant of the name and -- 


5 of my ſucceſsful competitor. ”Þ it not wonderful that T am 
fil tn Sy without a letter from Deyverdun No, it is not 
wonderful, üer no Flanders wa 15 arrived: tournorrow: rent mw 


buſtgels or "(eicry, I 409 b or call two or Gs titnes each mA to 
umi 5, and can oply ſay AY, * ſhall * the next day, Saturday, 
[4 "Bot Keno); NIL 97 } : | Sunday, 


— . > — 4 — 
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n ger ay puta. Ate Kitty Gras tight | 
WE: 40 Lach s letter; "at her Age, "ard in Her ftuntien, every kind 
Oo Aeg 308 Is Þ : "'Y r60k my lente this morning; and as 1 did 
ea Wi to repeat the ſcenic, and thought ſme would be better at 
— ) Sheffield, 1 ſulfer her eo Bo to- mord. Tour diſcretion will com- 
V  municate or withhold aby tidings of "my departure or delay as y0¹ 
tp _ gp molf expedient. t. | Chriſtie writes to'you this poſt; he talks, in 
5 Bis rhetorical way, of many purchaſers. 0 vou apptove of his | 
_ By a day for theauQtion? To us he talked of an indefinite ad- 
vertiſement. No news, 'except that we keep Negapatnam. The 
Other day the French Ambaſſador mentioned that the Empreſs of 
Kulla, a precious —.— bad propoſed to ratify che principles of 
che armed neutrality, by a definitive treaty ; but that the French, 
obliging creatures * had deelared, that they would neither propoſe 
nor accept an article ſo diſagreeable to England. Grey Elliot was 
| pleaſed with your attention, and ſays you are a perfect maſter of 
che ſubject . Adieu. If Icouldibe ſure that no mail would arrive 
to-morrow, I would run down with my aunt. My heart 'is not 
Tight. I embrace my Lady with true affection, but I need not re- 
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EC WT eee ern, Friday, Soprember-a3cb 1784. 
r hee N end ae you and Lady g. will 
be rather ſorry than glad to hear that I am detained, day after 
** the caprice. of the winds. Tre Flanders Mails are now 
due. I know not how. to move without the final letter from Dey- 
FF e (perfectly 
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| EDWARD On ae. 5 Gp 


— eee rea. A Beet falpmce 
is painful, but it will be alleviated by the hort notes which I mean to 
Write, and hope to receive, every poſt. A fparation has ſome ad - 
vantages, though they are purchaſed with bitter pangs;, among them 5 
is the pleaſure of knowing how dear we are to ou friends, and how = 


ſorrows, and to rock he cradle of declining age. She will be 
ECC 
cheexful, Allen. r 5 


8 


. Url. 
"The fas i he Some. 


Dowie -STRBET, Saturday, September 13th, 12 
wen Is donde a creve.—The three Flanders mails are artived 
this day, but without any letters fram Deyverdun. Moſt in- 
. After many adverſe reſlections, I have fmally ro- 
ſolved to begin my journey on Monday; a heavy journey, with 
much apprehenſion, and much regret. Yet I conſider, frſt, That 
if he is alive and well, (an unpleaſant i) ſcarcely any event can have 
happened to diſappoint our mutual wiſhes; and, adly, That, ſuppoſ- 
ing the very worſt, even that worſt wauld not overthrow my general 
plan of living abroad, though it would derange my hopes of a quiet 
„and delightful eſtablimmment with, my, friend. Upon the whole, 
e giving way to melancholy fears, my reaſon cogjectures that 
his indolence thought it ſuperfluous to write any more, that it was 
my buſineſs to act and move, and his duty to fit ſtill and receiye me 
with open arms. At leaſt he is well informed. of my operations, as 
I vrote to him {ſince his laſt). July thirty- firſt, from Sheffield-Place 3 
Auguſt nineteenth; and wp ks e R 9 two . 
1 e n him. , ; 
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10 HOM ; 0 > Doven,| Wednekday; — o/Llock inthe mo 


TY 8 we ger depart; Dover night; 
thi Vinay bd confined there a Wee) 5 will Have an'opportunity, 
"op facith£ 7 Pere fer polt'ts'Elinfly's,"t6 enten We Monday's 


po. Let üs Enprove”thele laßt Mbrt Morgen: 1 wüde te hear 
8 Hl ing? itty behaves. "* Pain'reallyimpatient to de gone. It is 
to be ſo near, yet ſo far from; Alrtaitl; perſons. London 


.* Meſert= I dine 6-morrow withitheViyes; wh paſs through! 
Bend mapa was not returned from Buztoh yeſterday.” Sir 
Henry Clinton found me out this morbing: 'healks with rapture of 
viſits to be made at Sheffield, and returned at Brighton. | 1 envy 


Him thoſe bw + more en 1 _ Adjeu. 
| 7 bi. + A 1" * 
— * 2+ > #45 - > * a * of 
Wavy. N oy 1 vs a 1 1 SY . 3 J | * . 4 
1 > * Is 8 N 1 * K CL Kvil. N hs - n # . * 
3 
ian une bin reer ene 9 


e to the Right et LndSprrmpo. 


Tut beſt laws art uſeleſs without proper guardians, ' 'Your' letter 


” ky Fer Sunday's"poſt i is not arrived, (as its fate is yneertain- and 


rocable, you muſt repeat any material article,) but that per Mon- 
ae pot reached me laſt night. Onder is more infolent than his 
| er but you” will cope with "one, and Would not 


Ye beet! much afraid of the other: Taft Right the” wind Was fo 


"Right „that the veſſel <billa' not ſtit from the harbour 50 this: day tit 18 


bi aut fair. We äre flattered with che hope of making Cee » 


| harbour by the fime tide, in three hors hd 4 half; but arly' "del: 
will leave the difagrocabls' option of 4 tottering boat or a toſſſt 
night. What a cutſed thing t to live in an illand, this ſtep is more 


ere than the * whole Journey le "The trinmvirate of this moms. 

Table einbarkation will confift of the grand Gibbon, Henry Laurence 
ke Preſident of Congrels, And Mr. Secretary, Colonel, Adimitat, 3 
* Philoſopher, Thompſon, « 7 — by three TIER who are not the | 
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TDWARD /CIBBON Eibe 


| nibſ/dgreeable ſellow-paſſengers: If we furvive, 1 0d Sk and le 

my letter at Calais. „„ NT ED 
«a e ha Ge tate ee 

1 a b 

1. 1 0 benen. be mee . 


landed, 8 . er e difficulty... F The 


night is paſſed, tlie euſtom-houſe is diſpatched;! the poſt-horſes-are 
ordered, and I ſhall: ſtart about eleven o clock. I had not the teaft 
gymptom of ſeb-fickneſs;i while my companions were ſpewing round = 
me, Laurence has read the pamphlet “, and thinks it bas dune 
much michief. A goed ſigu! Adieu. The Captain is impatient: 
L ſhall, «argu AION RAR Het 


write on the road, | aeg 914 
ere. 5 = 

Boa ane Oben Ben the Rig Hmoxrable keen 

He se en i an LuxN ORS, e 1783. 


. eee Matia- Bes bees pen the map of France; 

and; trace my proꝑveſs as far as this place through the following 
e Boulogne, (here I was fereed / to land,) St. Omer, (where. 
I recovered my road,) Aire, Bethune, Dovay; Cambray, St. Quintin, 
La. Fere, Laon, Rheims, Chalons, St. Dizier, and 'Langres} vrhere L 
have juſt, finichedimy ſupper. The Inns, in general; more agreeable 
to. the palate, than to che fight or ſmell. But, with ſome ſhort ex- 
ceptions of time and place, I have enjpyed' good weather and good 
roads, and at the end of the · ninth day, I feel ſo little fatigued, that 
the j Journey APYoara imo: mee: tham-ar pleaſent-aifing.” I * — 


5 Lord Sheffield's Obſervations * of the American States. 
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the leaſt rational. To-morrow I lie at Beſangon, 

F | g to the arrangement of poſt or hired horſes, ſhall 
_ Aber ſup at Lauſanne on Friday, or dine there Saturday. I feel 

om e and uneaſineſs'with regard to Deyverdun; but in he 


. ' feale boch ef 'reaſon-and conſtitution, my hopes p | 
A eee e From Lauſanne I will im 
tee e Lear. I aunt Kitty's gradtade and | 
dae ot driven her eee eee whiſper of Brighton, ſhe will 
ES hare this intelligence; if me is gone, a line from you would be hu- 


4 p % - 
” * . * — 8 * 


4 4-5 034-37 e e Kt Gs EY Lens, September goth, 1783. 
AROVED ſafe in harbour laſt 


Aden O clock in the morning; but as che poſt only goes out twi-c 
3 3 it was not in my power to write before chi day. 
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_ EDWARD GIBBON: 21 K 


bu gotien the charming proſpect of the lake; the mountains, and the de- 
clivity of the Pays de Vaud. But as human life is perpetually chequered 
with good and evil, have found ſome diſappointmente on my arrival. 25 
The eaſy nature of Deyverdun, his indelence, and his impatience = 
had prompted him to reckon too poſitively that his houſe would be 
vacant at Michaelmas; ſome unforeſeen difficulties have ariſen, or 
have been diſcovered when it was already too late, and the conſum- 
mation of our hopes is (I am much afraid) poſtponed to next 
ſpring · At firſt I was knocked down by the unexpected thunder- 
bolt, but I have gradually been reconciled: to my fate, and have 
granted-a free and gratious pardon to my friend.” As his own apart- | 
ment, which afforded me a temporary ſhelter, is much too narrow 
for a ſettled reſidence, we hired for the winter a convenient ready- 
furniſhed apartment in the neareſt part of the Rue de Bourg, whoſe / 


back door leads in three ſteps to the terrace and garden, as often 2 


a tolerable day ſhall tempt us to enjoy their beauties; - and this ar- 
rangement. has even its advantage, of giving us time to deliberate! 
and provide, before we enter on a larger and more regular eſtabliſh-/ 
ment. But this is not the ſum of my misfortunes; hear, and pity! 
The day after my arrival (Sunday) we had juſt finiſhed a very tem- 
perate dinner, and intended to begin a round of viſits on foot; 
chapeau ſous le bras, when, moſt unfortunately, Deyverdun propoſed: 
to ſhew me ſomething in the court; we boldly and ſucceſsfully. 
aſcended a flight of ſtone ſteps, but in che deſcent I miſſed my foot- 
ing, and ſtrained, or ſprained,” my ancle in a painful manner, My, 
old latent-enemy, do not mean the Devil,) who is always on the 


| watch; has made an ungenerous uſe-of his advantage, and I much 8 


fear that my arrival at Lauſanne will be marked with a fit of the 
gout, though it is quite unneceſſary that the intelligence or ſuſpicion 
ſhould find its way to Bath. Leſterday aſternoon I lay, or at leaſt 
ſat, in ſtate to receive viſits, and at the ſame moment my room was 
SO OE eee The loudeſt of cheſe nations | 
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l de Bete alla Abe Rape ha, 1 
bes choſen. this. place for the aſylum of freedom and ——— 
ation, which might. be very agreeable, is intolerably loud, 
Peremptory, and inſolent; and you would imagine chat ial 
was the monarch and legiſlator of the world. Adieu. I embrace 
my Lach and the infants With regard to the important wanſac- 
tions ſor which you are conſtituted plenipotentiary, expect with 
ſomo impatzenee, but with perfect conñ dence, the reſult of your la- 
boars. - You may remember what I mentioned of my converſation. 
With „ „% „ 4/4: about the place of ' Miniſter av Berk : 1 have 
talked it over: with Deyverdun, who: doey not difiifce 'the- idea, pro- 
 clinedto. think, that they are preferable tp am office' which wou be 
procured with difficulty, enjoyed; with rontrathy'and expenee, 1 
loſt,” perhaps, nexs Apr in the angudt revelutions'sf our demefte 
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Pur progreſs of m gout is in general ſo negulat, and there ig 
+1 ſo much. uoifaxmity ite the Hiſtory: of its Derline and- Fah than 
I bays, theo, Apdulged my - lazineſs, without, much ſuame. ort res. 
. ſafety, which has been ſufficiently provided for hy the: trigle care of 
vexſable phy ſieian, (not the famous Tiſſot, ; whoſe ordinary fue is ten 
batz, abont fiſneen pence Engliſh. After the uſunl inereaſe and de- 
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EDWARD: GIBBON! Eire, 614: 


bee et the; member (ist it hes been-confined 10 the injured pint} 
cha gout app ack 6 eme pe ie in er dernen . 5 


with a ſtick, or . —— 2onle alerts bs 4 ende p 
which might have been à much mort ſerious buſmeſs. As 1 have 
now ſpent à month at Lanſanne you will enquire with tuch eu- 
rioſity, mote kindneſs; and ſbme mitthre” of ſpite and malignity, 
how: far the place has anſwered my expedtatiots, 'ind'whethtr I'd 
not topent of A teſolution which Has appkarell fo raſh and ritfeatous: = 
to- my ambitious friends 2 To this queſtion, however natural ande 
reaſonable J {hall not return am itintiethate anſwer; for two feaſons: 
. Ius not yet mad & fair tui. ice diſappointment and delay with. 
regard te Deyverdums Hotiſe, will confific us this winter to lodgings, 
ratken corrrenient tflam ſpacious or pleafant. Lam only beginning 
| to recover my firentgth and TE to Took about on. perſons and | 
things; the"greateft* part öf tote perſons are in "the « country taken. 
up with their vintage; my books are not) ye arrived, and, in tort, 
F. eannot look upon myſelf as ſettled in that comfortable way which. | 
you ant F\ritietftant aud fem. Yet the weather has beer Les. 
venby,; and: til the thine, the end of Ottbber, we enſoy eme Ui ght-. 
nely of the Jung abt fte bet gentry compilatit of its Aidol ae 
ess. ad 16" 11 heute be te“ fifigtirte i explaiditty my fatisfation. 
in what I have done ybt wor aſtribe char futlsfäcklof tö the no- 
velty of the ſcene, and the inconſtancy of man; and I deem it far 
more ſafe and prudent to polſpoge ft poſitive Wecken till L am 
placed by experience beyond the danger or repentance and recanta- 
. tion... Jet of one thing I am e 1 poſſeſs. in this cy a8 
well as. in England, the beſt cordial of life, a ſincere, tender, and 
ſenſible friend, adorriet with the moſt valuable and pleaſant qualities 
dom er“ the hon EARS «Pt Tikertsuf 4h oyhlents, of leiſure 
andi ſbeiety are Mike wife in Hy power; cher ia be ſhort excurſipns 
ck Fhave Hthb46 unde hate netted of Revell my c. 
(00% 71 ; 8 quaintance 
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wem, Kvbot at leaſt· in Fance and this country, are undeubtedty fu- 
1 F and elegant munter 
A chene alone, and have declared that I receive no viſits ih ia 
5 which, von will.cafly fuppoſe-is devored to Gudy. TH 
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=—_ ſhall Kd, ita to play. at cards. 


3 3 5 „„ Wa do. not pi ey way of. paſſing. a couple of hours and , 
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d ns i PO? Wow MO e 
= . . I hate all this ime been talking to Lord Sheffield; 1 hope that he haas 
5 | _ diſpat my affairs, and it it would give me pleaſure to hear that! 


COTS 


Se ai Ad Ge a ee 
” * 8 
* 


+ > ab member for Lymington, nor Lord of | Lenborough.: 
1 5 Abel e ery. day. that the diſtance ſerves only 1 55 
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Leosoa, the evening, and perhaps dhe night; without lep or foods 


| Rifled in 2 cloſe room by the heated reſpiration of fix hundred po- 
ticians, inflamed by party and paſſion; and tired of the repetition 


of dull nonſenſe, which, in that, illuſtrious aſſembly, ſo far out- 


| weighs the proportion of reaſon and eloquence. ' On the ſame-day; 
after a ſtudious morning, a friendly. dinner, and a cheerful: aſſembly 

of both ſexes, I retired: to reſt at eleven o'clock,” ſatisfied with the 
paſt day, and certain chat the next would afford me the return of the 


fame. quiet and rational enjoyments. Which bas the better bargain * 
Seriouſly, I am every hour more grateful to my own judgment and 
reſolution, and only regret that I ſo long delayed the execution of 


2 favourite plan, which I am convinced is the beſt adapted to my 


character and inclinations, © Tour oonjeckure of the” revolutions of 
my: face, when I heard that the houſe was for this winter inacceffible,” 


is probable;/bus falſe. I bore my diſappointment with the temper of | 
a ſages; and only uſe it to render the proſpect of next year ſtill more 


pleafing to my imagination. Tou are likewiſe miſtaken; in imput- 


ing my fall to the awkwardneſs of my limbs. The ſame accident 
might have happened ta Slingſby himſelf; or tö any bers of 'the age; | 


the moſt diſtinguiſhed far his Joy achvity. I have now reſumed” 
my entire ſtrength, and walk with caution, yet with ſpeed an@ 
ſafety, through the ſtreets of this mountainous city. After a month” 


of the fineſt autumn I ever ſaw, the % e made me feel my eld 


acquaintance ; che weather is now milder, and eee ger 
dark and rainy, not much better than what you probably enjoy in 


England. The town is comparatively empty, but the Nobleſſe are 


returning every day from their chateaux, and'l already perceive that 
I. ſhall ee mcg xenon. a6 complain of däfhgutiom us ob dulgeft. 

As I told. Lady 8. L am afraid; of being 100 rah and hafty in ex- 
mene bur L muſt e, In Ot Tee, | 


2 7 Ti * "(tx 
” 
* - 
” - 
181 


r 
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— 04 ROOREOY 
_ 09: diftipe; Ideas, but it ie very difficult to enter int particulars 
Wee he iindividuels are unknnwu, or indifferent to Gur obe- 
1 3 TT 5 : 1pendegt- Nou have forgotten the ola generation, and in twenty years 
r d fron the world; 
r this place/” If you 'etts 
weder your eld acquaintance Outierins} ye müſt- be told“ that = 
ue i faltaryy ugly, blind, andvuniverſillys forgotten. Tour lateb 
. : Kade, and out common. goddeſe, the Bliza, paffsd a- Hiontft ut the 
du She ename 80 conſult! Tiflory: andes acqualare®with Cetjur. 
= 1 VV 
F e # 5,95 vin a: * L e e 
„ — meages. leh. theſs- ure i003. — you- en 
3 be A de hear: of yon —— —— 
. eee an intereſting; dete: 
„ Lad ig dase time wan cut the ſpeeches fra Wuodfall; You 
Will write or di@ate any curious anecdote, and the whole; inetoſed 
| | ina later may) be. Gipatched) tol Lauſanne,” 2. OE SATIN 
8 2 eee P levee! «foi Of. d Mate) Pie £67 
5 | ” your oven chioice the colour and the pattern; but 46 I. have the in 
clination and means ta live very handlomely bore; L deſtre that' che 
ſize and; numher of things may be w'phenrifeb table, If | 
you ſoę Lord Nerth, effüge him of y, gfatktude: back he been n 
moxe ſneceſeful friand, I ſhould n e drudging at the Board of 2 
Cuſtoms, or, vexed with buſineſs. in the-atniable ſobiety of 
Tp. Lord Loughbaxough:! pre ſent an ſſoctionats ſentiment; I a 4. 
- tishied of; his intention to ſerye me, if I had net been in ſuch 4 
ficget⸗ ee yau willi not fall, whide yen are in town to viſit 
and comfort poor aunt Kitty. I wrote to her on my firſt 8 
ee be aſſed ha cn be ate be. * W 
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EDWARD: GIBBON Eſquire. 
ſay nothing; we have now our private correſpondence, into which 


617 


really ſatisfied with the ſucceſs of the pamphlet; not only becauſe 
I have a ſneaking kindneſs for the author, but as, it ſhews me that 


plain ſenſe, full information, and warm ſpirit, are ſtill acceptable in 

the world. You; talk of Lauſanne as a place of retirement, yet, 
from the ſituation and freedom of the Pays de Vaud, all nations, 
and all extraordinary characters, are aſtoniſhed to meet each other. 


The Abbé Raynal, the grand Gibbon, and Mercier, author of the = 


Tableau di Paris, have been in the ſame room. The other day the 


— 


Prince and Princeſs de Ligne, the Duke and Ducheſs d'Urſel, -&c 


came from Bruſſels on purpoſe (literally true) to act a comedy at 
*% „ „ 3 „ „, in the country. He was dying, and could not 


appear; but we had comedy, ball, and ſupper. The event ſeems to 


have revived him; for that great man is fallen from his ancient 
glory, and his neareſt relations refuſe to ſee him. I told you of 
poor Catherine's deplorable ſtate; ann 


eee Adieu. 


the firſt. 
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Lavsanxy, December 2oth, 1783. 


1 HAVE received both your epiſtles ; and as any excuſe will ſerye a 
man Who ig at the ſame time very buſy and very idle, I patiently 


” 
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expected the e before 1 entertained any thoughts of anſwering 


3 8 


* 


I TE nk that on every principle of common ſenſe, be- 
fore this moment your active zeal has already expelled me from the 


vol. 1, 


4K 


7 
Obſervations on che Commerce with the American States. 


houſe, 


a u | | LBTTERS To AND 'BROM | 


hi aGiedivhs arichour regret I bid an ewekeling facet; The 
| agreeable hour of five O clock in the morning, at which you com- 
monly retire, does not tend to revive my attachment; but if you add 


8 menkag/Committor i, 46 abe besen ef taxed, 


cuſtoms, frauds,” ſmugglers, &c. I think I ſhould beg to be releaſed: 
and quietly ſent to the. gallies, as à place of leiſure and freedom. 


Yet L do not depart from my general principles of toleration. Some 
_ animals are made to live in the water, others on the earth, many in 


the air, and ſome, as it is now believed, even in fire. Your preſent 
hurry: of _—— Fee og when ee eber 
ee ws ee IU B o FOG Mages Hiro: en 
Ps pt (0s r aa” ls: Med ett ores 


. Momenty ole more. venit, aut vidforia eta. 8 


hs wha the Minifter brings forward any firong -and n mea 
ure, he at length prewails; but his progreſs is retarded at every ſtep, 


4 21 
A; 


Hh und in every ſtage of the bill, by a pertinacious, though unfüceeſafül, 


minority. I am not ſorry to hear of the ſplendour of Fox; I am 
Proud, in a foreign country, of his fame and abilities, and our little 5 
| animoſities/ are extinguiſhed by my retreat from the Engliſh ſtage. 
Wich regard: to the ſubſtanee/of the buſineſs, I ſcarcely know what: 
to think: the vices of the Company 15 both in their perſons and their 
. conftitution, were manifold and manifeſt; the danger was imminent, 
and ſuch an empire, with thirty millions of ſubjects, was not to be 

loſt: for trifles. Let, on the other hand, the faith of charters, the ä 
_ rights of. property | I heſitate and tremble: Such an innovation. 

would at leaſt require that the remedy ſhould: be as certain as the- 
evil, and the proprietors may perhaps inſinuate, that they were as. 
| competent guardians of their own affairs, as either K „ „ „ # 
or — dͤA . „ „ Their acting without a falary, ſeems: 
| childiſh, and-their not. being removable by, the Crown, is a e 


A. ſelect . or ingiing trad kee the revenue. 
> Eaſt India Company. 


* 5 
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| | and dangerous precedent. But enough of Pelte, which I now be- 5 
gin to view through a thin, cold, diſtant tloud, yet not without a 
reaſonable degree of curioſity and patriotiſm. From the papers 


leſpecially when you add an occaſional flice of the Chronicle] I ſhall - 
be amply informed of facts and debates. From you I expect the 


cauſes, rather than the events, the true ſprings of action, and thoſe 
intereſting anecdotes which, ſeldom aſcend the garret of a Eleet-ſtreet | 

editor. You. ſay that many friends (alias acquaintance) have ex- 

preſſed curioſity and concern; I ſhould not with to be immediately ; 
forgotten. That others (you once mentioned Gerard Hamilton) con- 
demn Government, for ſuffering the departure of a man who might 
have done them ſome credit and ſome ſervice, perhaps as much as 
„ „ & 4 himſelf. To you, in the confidence of friendſhip, g 
and without either pride or reſentment, I will faicly own that I am 
ſomewhat of Gerard's,opinion ; and if I did not compare it with 
- the reſt of his character, I ſhould be aſtoniſhed that E 
| ſuffered me to depart, without even a-civil anſwer. to my letter, 


Were I capable of hating a man, vom it is not eaſy to hate, L huld 


find myſelf amply revenged by . Bu the happy ſouls in 
Paradiſe are ſuſceptible only of love and pity, and though Lauſanne is 
not a Paradiſe, more eſpecially. in winter, I do (aſſure you, in ſober 
proſe, chat it has hitherto; fulblled, and even ſurpaſſed, my warmeſt 
expectation. Yet I often caſt a look toward Shetfield-Place,, where 
vou now repoſe, if you can repoſe, during the Chriſtmas re- 


. ceſs, , Embrace my Lady, the young Baroneſs, and the gentie 


Louiſa, and inſinuate to your ſilent Conſort, that ſeparate letters re- 
quire ſeparate anſwers. Had I. an air balloon, the great topic. t 
modern 4 aer, 1 would each en N me e a 
nenn, ao tee aff gan T4 Ute. 
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. one Eire to Mrs. PoxTEx. 5 ie 5 


=p 0 DOD 55> / gone; Dates 05; 
8 | i nee od quis nr compli br 
real happineſs is content with its own ſilent enjoyment; and if 
| that happineſs is is of a quiet uniform kind, we ſuffer days and weeks 
to clapſe without communicating our ſenſations to a diſtant friend. 
By you, therefore, whoſe temper and underſtanding have extracted 
- from human life on every occaſion the beſt and moſt comfortable in- 
_ gredients, my. filenge wilt always OI ens of 
eobntent, and you would only be alarmed” (the danger is not at 
band) by the 106 frequent repetition of my letters. Perhaps} 
ſhould! have continued to lumber, I don't know how long, had I 
not been awakened by the ene INE laſt 
8 1 » „ » „ 
Et IN | From this baſe fubject I aden to one which hin dnt 
8 mongly .engages your thoughts, the conſideration of my | health 
and happineſs.” And you will give me credit when I affure you 
_ with iticerity, that I have not repented a ſingle moment of the ſtep 
* . which 1 have taken, and that J only regret che not having executed 
8 . dhe ſame deſign two, or five, or even ten years ago. By this time 
Cc. I might hade returned independant and rich to my native country 3 
135 | 1 ſhould have cfcaped many diſagreeable events that have happened 
DD, in the meanwhile, and I ſhould have avoided the parliamentary Hfe, 
8 which experience has proved to be neither ſuitable to my temper, nor 
5 55 conducive to my fortune · In ſpeaking of the happineſs which I 
. you will agree with me, in giving the preference to a ſincere 
| | and ſenſible friend; and though you cannot diſcern the full extent 
ef his merit, you- will eaſily believe that Deyverdun is the man. 
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perhaps two perſons ſo perfectly fitted to wad; never 
ormed by Nature and education. We have both read and ſeen a 
great variety of objects; the lights and ſhades of our different cha- 
racters are happily blended, and a friendſhip. of thirty years has 
taught us to enjoy our mutual advantages, and to ſupport our un- 
avoidable imperfections. In love and marriage, ſome harſſ ſounds 
will ſometimes interrupt the harmony, and in the courſe of time, 
ike our neighbours, we muſt expect ſome diſagreeable moments; 
but confidence and freedom are the two pillars of our union, and E | 
am much miſtaken, if the building be not ſolid and comfortable. 
One diſappointment' F have indeed experienced, and patiently ſup- 
ported. The family who were ſettled in Deyverdun's houſe ſtarted 
ſome unexpected difficulties, and will not leave it till the ſpring; ſo 
that you muſt not yet expe& any poetical, or even hiſtorical, de- 
Leription of the beauties of my habitation. During the dull months 
of winter we are ſatisfied with a very comfortable apartment in the 
middle of the town; and even derive ſome advantage from this de- 
hay; as it gives us time to arrange ſome plans of alteration and fur-- 
niture, which will embelliſh our future and more elegant dwelling. 
In this ſeaſon T riſe (not at four in the morning) but a little before 
h at nine, I am called from my ſtudy to breakfaſt, which I al- 
ways perform alone, in the Engliſh ſtile, and, with the aid of 
n, [ perceive no difference between Lauſanne and Bentinck- 
ſtreet. Our mornings are uſually paſſed in ſeparate ſtudies; we 
never approach each other's door without a previous meffage, or 
- ies knocking, and my apartment is already facred and formidable 
to ſtrangers.. Þ dreſs at half paſt one, and at two (an early hour, to 
which Fam not perfectly reconciled,) we ſit down to dinner. We have 
'hired's female eook; well-ſkilled in her profeſſion, and accuſtomed to 
the taſte of every nation; as for inſtance, we had excellent mince-pies 
"yeſterday. © After dinner, and the departure of our company, one, 
el or three friends, we . ſome amuſing bock, or 


play 


/ 


Y 
Wo 


: * * _ 4 3 4 


3 our rooms, aal unpbs . go to the | 


 - eoffeethbuſe.5uBevivedniniianFievenithe/afſertblice-begin,/anf.Lam 


oppreſſed day with their number arid variety. Whiſt, at ſhillings | 


_ -or-halGerownd;' is The Büme 1 generally play, and I play three rub- 


den with pleaſure. Between nine and ten we withdraw to our bread 
friendly; conperſe, Which ſends us to bed at gleven; 
e Ober hours, are too often interrupted hy private or nume · 
ons ſuppers, Which I have not che courage to reſiſt, though I practiſe 
| ence, at the beſt furgiſhed, tables. Such is the ke, 
lauen fm life; Wan impoſſible to communicate a perfect idea of 

rta, thę characters of the men and women 


: With whom I have: very caſily connected, myſelf, in looſer and cloſer 


bonds, according to their inclination, and my own. - If I dg not de- 
a eee Deyvendun does not flatter me, I am already 2 
ite 3 e eee e e commonly 


1 emule lowance Wee e with the worthy 


and amiable:qualities of many. individuals. . The autumm has been 
beautiful, and the winter hitherto mild, but in January we muſt” 
expect ſome ſevere froſt. Inſtead of rolling in a coach, I walk, the 
| Atreets, wrapped up in a fur cloak; but this exerciſe is: wholeſome, 


And except an accidental fit of the. gout; of a few, days, I never en- 


1 better health. Þ am no longer in Pavillard's houſe, where 1 
was almoſt ſtarved with cold and hunger, and you may be aſſured 
that I no enjoy ever * benefit, of comfort, plenty, and even decent 
luxury. You:wiſh me happy s acknowledge that ſuch a life is more 
conducive to happineſs, than five nighi in the week paſſed in the 


Houſe of Commons, or five morning ſpent at the Cuſtom-houſe. 


Send me, in return, a fair account of your oy ſituktion in mind 
and body. I am ſatisfied your own, good ſenſp would have recon- 
ciled you to inevitable ſeparation ;. but there never was a more ſuit- 
SITE . e Among the innu- 
1 Wants e merable 


1 — 
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| merable proofs of frieadihip which'T'hove received fromm that family, 
| there are none which affect me'more ſenſibly than their kind civilities. 


to you, though T am perfuaded"that they are at leaſt as much on 5 


Jour account as on mine. At length Madame de „ * * „ 
Is delivered by her tyrant's death; her daughter, a valuable woman 
of this place, has made ſome enquiries, and though her own cir- 
eumſtances are narrow, ſhe will not ſuffer her father's widow to be 
elt totally deſfitute. L am glad you derived ſo much melancholy 


Pleaſure from the letters, yet had T known'i it, . ſhould his withheld 
3 ** 1 IS 754 N * Lak 1 8 
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Town eat g to the Right Honourable Zotebentis, 


3%ͤ CCC. £15 36. a1 Lanes Len en OY 
| Wire e days after your laſt gracious epiſtle, your 

complaints were ſilenced, and your enquiries were fatisfied,. - 
by an ample diſpatch of four pages, which overflowed the inſide of 
the cover, and in which I expoſed my opinions of things in general, 
public as well as private, as they exiſted in my mind, in my ſtate 
of ignorance and error, about the eighteenth” or twentieth of laft 
month. Within a week after that date I epiſtoliſed, in the ſame rich 

and copious ſtrain, the two' venerable females of Newmanaftreerand 
Bath; whoſe murmurings muſt now be ehanged into ſongs of gra- 
titude and applauſe. My correſpondence with the holy matron of 
Northamptonſhire has been leſs lively and loquacious. Vou have 
not forgotten the author's vindication of himſelf from the foul ca- 

lumnies of pretended Chriſtians. Within a fortnight after bis arrival 
at Laufanne, he communicated the joyful event to Mrs, Eſther Gibbon. 
She anſwered, per return of poſt,” both letters at the ſame time, and 

in very dutiful language, almoſt excuſing her advice, which was in- 


=p ; 8 LETTERS To Ab Ii 
3  -tetided for my {pivimual,- 26 well as temporal good, 1 
© ' _. that nobody ſhould beiable.to--injure.me avith ber, | Unleſs the faint is. 
an hypocrite, ſuch an expreſſion muſt convey a favourable and im- 
Portant meaning. At all events, it is worth giving our/elves ſome 
trouble about her, without indulging any ſanguine expectations of 
inheritance. 80 much for my. females; with. regard to my male 
correſpondents, - you are the only one to whom I have given any 
ſigus of my exiſtence, though I have formed mahy a generous reſo- 
| intion. Yet I am not inſenſible of the kind and friendly manner in 
Which Lord Loughborough has diſtinguiſhed me. He could have 
no inducements of intereſt, and now that I view the diſtant picture 
with impartial eyes, I am convinced that (for à ſtateſman) he was 
ſincere in his wiſhes to ferve me. When you ſee bim, the Paynes, "2 
Eden, Crauford, &c. tell them that I am well, happy, and aſhamed. 
On your fide, the zeal and diligence of your pen has ſurpriſed and 
. | delighted me, and your letters, at this intereſting moment, are ex- 
RES. ackly fuch as' I wiſhed them to be authentic anecdotes, and rational 
. ſpeculations, worthy of a man who acts a part in the great theatre, 
and who fills a ſeat, not only in the general Pandæmonium, but in 
the private council of the Princes of the infernal regions. With 
regard to the detail of parliamentary operations, I muſt repeat my 
requeſt to you, or rather to my Lady, who will now be on the ſpot, 
that ſhe will write, not with her pen, but with her ſeiſſars, and that 
after every debate which deſerves to paſs the ſea and the mountains, 
the will diſſect the faithful narrative of Woodfall, and ſend it off by 
the next poſt, as an agreeable ſupplement to the meagre accounts of 
our weekly papers. The wonderful revolutions of laſt month have 
ſounded to my ear more like the- ſhifting ſcenes. of a comedy, or 
and the irregularity of our winter poſts, which ſometimes retarded, \ 
And ſometimes haſtened, che arrival of the diſpatches, has increaſed | 
the confuſion of our ideas. Surety the Lord has blinded the eyes 
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nothing compared to the headſttong and headlong madneſs of this E 
winter. I expect with much impatience the firſt days 3 9 
meeting; the purity and integrity of the coalition will ſuffer a fiery | 
| trial; but if they are true to themſelves and to each other, a ma- 9 
jority of the Houſe of Commons muſt prevail; the rebellion of the | 
©, young gentlemen. will be cruſhed, and the maſters will reſume the | 
government of the ſchool. - After the addreſs and anſwer, I have | 
no conception that Parliament can be diſſolved during the ſeſſion; 3 
but if the preſent Miniſtry can outlive the ſtorm, I think the death- | 
-warrant will infallibly be ſigned in the ſummer. _ Here F bluſh for 
my country, without confeſſing her ſhame. - Fox acted like a man 
of honour; yet ſurely his union with Pitt ' affords the only hope'6f | 
ibn How miſerably are we waſting the ſeaſon of peace! 
I have written threw pages dee Toit to Eyes bea 
Sine, In the firſt place, I moſt ſincerely rejoice that I left” the += nl 
hip, and fwam-aſhore' on a plank : the daily and hourly agitation | 3 
in which I muſt have lived would have made me truly miſerable; f 
and if I had obtained a place during pleaſure; ++ * 4, for 
inſtance 7 On the firſt news of the diſſolution, 1 oonſidered my feat | 
as ſo totally and irrecoverably 1 9 that I have been leſs afflicted 
* * * * s obſtinacy. e e e 
* * * o # # 1 158 
55 this occaſion remember you are acting for a poor friend; diſmiſs 5 
a little of the ſpirit of faction and patriotiſm, and ſtoop to a pru- e 


dential | line of conduct, Which i in your own. caſe you might e 
diſdain. KS * 2 1 8 
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| beck * you will abuſe my prudence and patriptiſm, when I inform 
3 1 | you, that 1 have already veſted a part (thigy thouſand livres, about ; 

| N one thouſand three hundred pounds) in the new loan of the King f 
. France. Ws get Ight fer cent. on the Joint lives of Deyverdun and 


. va 


. 


EY LETTERS TO AND Pa : 


_ doſides/chircyciekew/in a'very-advantageous 1 which 
| the kighoftipeize is an annuity ef forty thouldnd livres (one thouſand = 
_ , evenihundred pounds) a year. At this moment, the beginning of 
na pete, and Probably a long peace; 1 think (and the world ſeems 
to ink) the French funds at leaſt as ſolid as our own, I have em- 
Feed my agent, M. de Leſſart, a.capital banker at Paris, to draw 
1 Golling for the mongy two months hence; and to avoid all 
_ -accidints that may reſult from untoward delays, and mereantile 
churliſhneſs, I epect that you will ſupport een nen 
| with your! own! more reſpeQable name. ie E. e * 
e #241} TE > > SUIT TOTS. Tg 
"ibs pray mow HiAm. Lode a wiſe man? e eee 
and che poſt on the wing. Ina ſe days I will write to my Lady 
herſelf, and enter ſomething more into the details of domeſtic life. 
Suffice. it to ſay, that the; ſcene becomes; each day more pleaſant 
and comfortable, and that I complain only af the diſſipation of 
_Layſanne. In the courſe ef March. or April we ſhall take poſ- 
ſeſſion of Deyverdun's houſe. My hooks, which, by ſome ſtrange 
 negle&, did not leave Paris till the third of this month, will arrive 
in a few. weeks; and I ſhall: ſoon reſume the continuation of my 
 * Hiſtory, which I ſhall proſecute with the more vigour, as the com- 
pletien affords me a diftant Proſpect of = viln'to England. © Tn. 
ons pies. 
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. 'BARONY 1 835 1 Febraary 2d, 1784, 
"AFTER iny Kt evo en. nothing can remain, except 
ſome ſmall Sleanings, or occaſional hints; and thus in order: 
Ian not conſcious'that any of your valuable MSS. have miſcarried, 
"or that I 'have omitted to anſwer any eſſential particulars. / Ai 
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| Rand ia my bureau carefully arranged, and dovketed. Anden dhe fole- 
lowing dates; September twenty- three, Odtohet twenty - three, No- 
unn December two, rere wee ate neg 


which laſt I Nen e ee February 2d. For greater ber 12 


ſpicuity; it will not be amiſs (on either ſide) to number our future. 
epiſtles, by a conſpicuous Roman character inſcribed in the front, to 
which we may at any time refer. But inſtead of writing by Oſtend, 
the ſhorter and ſurer way, eſpecially on all occaſions that deſerve cele> 
rity, will be to ineloſe them to my banker, M. de Leſſart at Faria, who- 
will forward them to me. Through Germany the paſſage by ſea is 
more” uncertain, the roads worſe, and the diſtance greater: we 
often'complain of delay atud irregularity at this intereſting moment. 
By your laſt 1 find chat you have boldly and generouſly opened a 
treaty with the enemy, which I propoſed with fear and heſitation. 
| I impaticatly expect che reſult ;/ and again repeat, that 4ohatover you | 
can obtain for „ „ Tihall conſider it as fo much faved 


ont of the fire, &e. & t. Do you remember Duaning's motion (m 


the year 1780) to addreſs che Crown againſt a diſſolution of Far- 
Vament; a ſimple addreſs we rejected, as an infringement on the 
prerogative? yet how far ſhort of theſe firong democratical mea- 
ſures, for which you have probably voted, as I ſhould probably have 
done: ſuch is the contagion. of party. Fox drives moſt furiouſly, 
yet I ſhould not be furpriſed if Pitt's moderation and character 
ſhould inſenſibly win the nation, and even ie oja.n 
his cauſe. # „„ = W 7 SW 
(ane % „ * * * * * „ 
Vnleſs when I look back on England wich a ſelfiſh or 4 tender re- 
gard, my hours roll away very pleaſantly, and I can again repeat 
with truth, chat I have not regretted one fingle moment the ſtep 
Which I have taken. We are now at the height of the winter 
$ diſſipation, and I am peculiarly happy when 1 can ſteal away from 


. | 4L2 l great 
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eas aigdariads more 


F — SPECS tote Perſons hom 1 begin to call my 


friends: Tin ve ure ſettled in our houſe little can be expected on 


| Rourfidey ver f bave already given two or three handfome dinners; 


and though every thing is grown dearer, I am not alarmed at the 
general view of my expence. Dey verdun ſalutes you; and we are 
agted chat few married couples are better entitled to the flitch of 
bDacon thah we ſhall be at the end of the year. When I had written 
about half this epiſtle my books arrived: at our firſt meeting all was 


rapture aud confuſion, and tro or three poſts, from the ſecond to 


this day the fourteenth, have been fuffered to depart unnoticed. 
Your letter of the twenty-ſeventh- of January, which was not re- 
1 yeſterday; has again awakened me, and 1; thought the 
ſureſt way would be ay ae off der Oy ger OY ae 
delay. Ek W. Kl ve 1 
I ſincerely rejoice+in the ſtability of Parliament ®; 528 the Grit 
Faint dawn of xeeoneiliation;' which muſt however be effected by 
eee jones ref Panties, ior thn by nn We 
Mgt gentlemen 7. * RAO rand) Sir fot fig 2 

My Lady!—Bur it would be highly W he FROG my 
bee a the bom of the page. | Agieu, therefore, till next poſt. 
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14s! alas! alas! We. may now exchange our mutual eondo- 
* lence. Laſt Chriſtmas, on the change of adminiſtration, I was 
Aruck with the thunderbolt of the unexpected fk, and in the ap- 


os, "This ſupp n was . on Mr. Banks's declaration i in 1 name — Mr. Pitt. 
* 13 "At the Sl. Alban Tarem. * Tn. 1 Wes 1 ; We 4 ain 
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ne adden I foro the loſs. of „ 
* ne * © The Jong! continyance. and-rariovs changes. 
of the wn eee. and inſenſible; when. 
the art of the mariners was exhauſted I felt that we were ſin 1 
F expected the ſhipato founder, and when the fatal moment arrived 
1 was even pleaſed to be delivered from hope and fear, to the calm- 
neſs of deſpair. I now turn my eyes, not on the, paſt, but on the 
preſent and the future; what is loſt I try to gonſider as if it never 
had exiſted; and every day I eongratulate my own good fortune; 
let me ſay my . prudence and reſolution, in migrating from your noiſy 
ſtage to a ſcene of repoſe and content. men in this ſeparate 
ſtate, I as till! anxious for my friend upon Engliſh. earth, and at 
firſt: was much delighted with yeur hint, that you were ſetting off 
for Coventry, without any proſpect, of an oppolition... Every poſt, 
Wedneſdays and Saturdays, I eagerly looked for the intelligence of 
your victory; and in ſpite of my miſbebaviour, Which Ido not 
deny, I muſt abuſe my! Lady, rather than you, - for leaving me in ſo 
painful a ſituation. Each day. raiſed and increaſed my apprehenſion ; 
the Courier de I Europe: firſt announced the conteſt, the Engliſh papers 
proclaimed your defeat, and your laſt letter, which I received four 
days ago, ſhewed me that you exerted firſt the ſpirit, and at laſt the 
temper of an hero. I am not much furpriſed that you ſhould have 
been ſwept away in the general unpopularity, ſince even in this 
quiet place, your friends are conſidered as a factious crew, acting in 
direct oppoſition both to the, King and people. For yourſelf I am 
at a loſs what to ſay. If this repulſe ſhould teach you to renounce 
all connection with Kings and Miniſters, and Patrigts and Parties, 
and Parliaments; for all of which you are by many degrees too 
honeſt; I ſhould exclaim, with. Teague of reſpectable memory, 
„ By my ſhoul, dear joy, you have gained a loſs.” Private life, 
pendent charms; you have //ime domeſtic comforts; Sheffield - Place 
4 HOY | : is. 


. adele enn 
ko muell better mägbr eren che lat have been laid out!) 
and if theſe cares une not ſuffieient to occupy your leifure; I can 


ne ub (alas! 


ur keien) ant enterpiing) diritto End' nee meihoch tu pre 


pon fem che iipidity'of repoſe. But Lamich feat ycut diſs | 


content and regret at being excluded from that Pandzmonimm-which = 
we' have'fo. often" curſed; as long as you were obliged to attend it. 


The leaders of we party will flatter you with the opinion of their 
— Micndihip and your own importance j the warmth of your: temper 
makes you'eredulons/ and unſuſpicious; and, like the reſt of our 
_ - ſpecies, male und female, you are not abſolutely deaf to the voice of 
_ praiſe. Sone other place will be ſuggeſtsd, eaſy, honourable, cer- 


amn, where nothing is wanted but 'a man of character and 4pirit' to 
head a ſuperior intereſt ; the oppoſition, if any, is contemptible, and | 


. e eee ART d, Nerv find almoſt every 


but you wiginior Aelbrt e eats ehe e Seh) argh to your. 


cauſe; q beſides,/ the money you have already ſpent would have been 7 


thrown away; another thouland will complete the buſineſs : deeper 


and deeper will you plunge, and the laſt evil will be worſe than the 


firſt; * -You fee I am a 


n counſellor ; may I not be a true 


 ptopher! Did I conſult my own wiſhes, 1 thould obſerve to you, 


tat as you are no longer a flave, you might ſoon be tranſported, as 
you ſeem to defire, to one of the Alpine hills. The purity and 


calmneſs of che air is the beſt calculated to allay the beat of a poli- 
tical fever; the education of the two Princeſſes might be ſucceſsfully 


conducted under your eye and that of my Lady; and if you had 


refolution to determine on a reſidence, not a viſit; at Lauſanne, your 
worldly affairs might repoſe theinſelves after their late fatigues. But 


- you know that I am a friend to toleration; and am always difpoſed to 
make the largeſt allowattee for the different natures of animals; a Lon 


and a lamb, an eagle and a worm. L am afraid we are 100 quiet for | 
„ „ | N vou; 


* 
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you 4: here it would not be eaſy for you to create any buſines 3 you | 
have for ſome time neglected books, and I-doubt whether you-would 
not think our ſuppers and aſſemblies ſomewhat trifling and infipid. | 
You are far more difficult than I am; you are in ſearch of nom legge, „ 
and you are not cofitent-with your company, unleſs: you can derive — 

| from them information or extraordinary amuſement. For my part, 

1 like"to draw information from books, and I am ſatiaſted with ] 
polite attention and eaſy manners. Finally, I am happy to tell, and - 1 
you will be happy to hear, that this place has in every reſpect en- 
ceeded my beſt and moſt fanguine hopes. Ho oſten haue yo 
faid, as eftem as 1 exprefied any ill humdur againſt the hurry, tha 
expenee, and the precarious condition of my London life, Ay, 
„CCC 

« got into your head, a pretty fancy ; you remember how much you | 

«Bed it in your youth, but you have no ſeen more of the world, 

und if you were to try it again, you would find yourſelf woetully 

4 diſappointed?” T had it in my head, in my heart, I have tried it, 
1 have not been diſappointed, and my knowledge of the world has 

ſeryed only to convince me, that a capital and a crowd may contain 

much leſs real ſociety, than the ſmall circle of this gentle retirement. 

The winter has been longer, but, as fur as I can learn, leſs rigorous 

than in the reſt of Europe. The ſpring is now burſting upon us, 

and in our own garden it is difplayed in al its glory. 1 already oc- 

cupy a temporary apartment, and we, live in the lower part of the 

houſe'; before you receive this we ſhall be in full poſſeſſion. We 

have much to enjoy and ſomething to do, which 1 take. to be the | 
happieſt condition of human life. ' Now for buſineſs, the kind f 8 | 
fubje which I always undertake with the moſt reluQance, and leave . ET, 
with the moſt pleaſure. „ #» #  -# =#- 8 | 

* 3 * - )ßFFF © 6 


. 2 And 


— 


ol 
vs 1 
* 
* 


merous, frequently: fifteen; or. 4wenty; perſons. Adie 
mean this as your letter. Tau ars very good to Wy de TY * 
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Aud now, my Lady, bns 7 = d boBofesn aq amal 21 1:24 


Lr me approach your gentle, not Srümalkia, W wich 


p remorſe. Lou have indirectly been informed of my ſtate f 
mind and body; (che whole winter I have not had the ſlighteſt zer 
tuin of the gont, or any othet complaint whatſoever ;) you haye 


been appriſed, and ate now appriſed of my. motions, or rather 
my perfect and agreeable repaſe; yet I muſt confeſs (and 1 feel 


that Tamenhiog of 8 direct and perſonal exchange of ſentiment bas 
| been:neglettedon any ſide, though, I All perfvage, myſfelf that when 
Lam ſeuled in Jay new. houſe E hall have more, ſubje, as wel 


as leiſure to write. Such tricks of lazineſs. Four active ſpirit is 


a ſtranger to, though: Mrs. | +)», complains chat ſhe has never 
; bad an anſwer to (her last letters, Poor Lady Pembroke; you, will | 
tee ſor her -after{:2,jcruel; alternative of hope and fear, her only 


daughter, Lady Charlotte,, died at Mix, en Propence; they have per- | 


| Huaded ber to come tg this;place, where ſhe, is intimately eonnected 
with che · Cetjat family. She, has, taken an, agreeable, houſe, about 
three miles from the town, and, liv es.retixed..... 1. have ſeen her; her 5 
bebavicur ig calm, but her-afflition, , I. acegpt with-gratitude 


Ls 7 


Vour friendly Propoſal of.Wedgewood's ware, and ſhould. de glad te 


Have it bought and packed, and ſent without delay through Ger- 
many; ; and I ſhall only Kay, that IL. wiſh to have. a very complete 
ſervice for two. gourſes and a delert, n are np 

eu, I do. Fe 


9 do, not roh about Coventry. „Henn 0 e. „ig ge 
. 5 Rock 53:11 ire E ban Ay > Vo; 3-1 Bai "v4 7 IA ; 
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, fig DEAR MAD AM, | $3 finer May 28th, 1784, 
| 1 BEGIN without preface or 83 as if I had received your | 
letter by the laſt poſt. In my own defence I know not what to 

| ay but if I were diſpoſed to recriminate, I might obſerve that vou 
yourſelf are not perfectly free from the ſin of lazineſs and procraſti- 
nation. I have often wondered why we are not fonder of letter- 
| writing, We all delight to talk of ourſelyes, and i it is only i in letters, 
in writing to a friend, that we can enjoy that conyerſation, not only 
without reproach or interruption, but with the higheſt propriety 
and mutual ſatisfaction; ſure that the perſon whom we addreſs feels 
an equal, or at leaſt a ſtrong and lively intereſt in the conſideration | 
of the pleaſing ſubject. On the ſubject therefore of felf I will en- 
tertain a friend, to whom none of my thoughts or actions, none of 


my pains or pleaſures, can ever be indifferent. When I firſt che- 25 


 riſhed the deſign of retiring to Lauſanne, I was much more appre- 
henſive of wounding your tender attachment, than of offending 
Lord Sheffield's manly and vehement friendſhip. In the abolition 
of the Board of Trade the motives for my retreat became more 
urgent and forcible ; I wiſhed to break looſe, yet I delayed above a 
year before I could take my final reſolution ; and the letter in which 
I diſcloſed it to you coſt me one of the moſt painful ſtruggles of my 
life. As ſoon as I had conquered that difficulty, all meaner obſtacles 
fell before me, and in a few weeks I found myſelf at Lauſanne, 
aſtoniſhed at, my firmneſs and my ſucceſs. Perhaps you ſtill blame 
or ſtill lament the ſtep which I have taken. If on your own ac- 
count, I can only ſympathize with your feelings, the recollection 
of which often coſts me a ſigh : if on mine, let me fairly ſtate what | 
vor. 1 . 4M 1 I have 


* 


1 3 eſcaped in England, aod what I 1 found at 8 
Recollect the tempeſts of this winter, how many anxious days 1 
- ſhould have paſſed, how many noiſy, turbulent, hot, unwholeſome 
mf nights, while my political exiſtence, and that of my friends, was at 
ſtake ; yet theſe feeble efforts would have been unavailing ; I ſhould 
have loſt my ſeat in parliament, and after the extraordinary expence of 
8 another year, I muſt ſtill have purſued the road of Switzerland, unleſs 

I had been tempted by ſome ſelfiſh patron, or by Lord S.'s aſpiring j 
3 ſpirit, to incur a moſt inconvenient expence for a new ſeat ; and 
once more, at the beginning of an oppoſition, to engage in new 
ſcenes of buſineſs, As to the immediate proſpect of any thing like 
a quiet and profitable retreat, I ſhould not know where to look ; my 
friends are no longer in power. With + * # + and his party 1 
dave no connection; and were he diſpoſed to favour a man of 
letters, it is difficult to ſay what he could give, or what I. would ac- 
cept; the reign of penfions and ſinecures is at an end, and a com- 
miſſion in the Exciſe or Cuſtoms, the ſummit of my hopes, would 
give me income at the expence of leiſure and liberty. When I re- 
volve theſe circumſtances in my mind, my only regret, I repeat it 
again and again, 1s, that I did not embrace this ſalutary meaſure 
three, five, ten years ago. Thus much 1 thought it neceſſary to 
fay, and ſhall now diſmiſs this unpleaſing part of the ſubje&. 
For my ſituation here, health is the firſt conſideration; and on that 
head your tenderneſs had conceived ſome degree of anxiety, I 
know not- whether it has reached you that I had a It of the gout 
the day after my arrival. The deed is true, but the cauſe was acci- 

dental; careleſsly ſtepping down a flight of ſtairs, I ſprained my. 
ancle ; and my ungenerous enemy inſtantly took advantage of my 
weakneſs. But ſince my breaking that double chain, I have enjoyed 
5 a winter of the moſt perfect health that I have perhaps ever known, 
without any mixture of the little flying incommodities which in my 
8 1285 have ſometimes _ the tranquillity of my 1 | 
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life. Tou are not ignorant of Dr. Tiſſot's reputation, and his merit 
s even above his reputation. He aſſures me, that in his opinion, the 
moiſture of England and Holland is moſt pernicious; the dry pure 
air of Switzerland moſt favourable to a gouty couffitution: that ex- 
Perience juſtifies the theory; and that there are fewer martyrs of that 
diſorder in this, than in any other country in Europe. This winter 
has every where been moſt uncommonly ſevere: and you ſeem in 
England to have had your full ſhare of the general hardſhip : but in 
this corner, ſurrounded by the Alps, it has rather been long than 
rigorous; and its duration ftole away our ſpring, and left us no 
interval between furs and ſilks. We now enjoy the genial influence - 
of che climate and the ſeaſon; and no ſtation was ever more calcu- 
- lated to enjoy them than Deyverdun's houſe and garden, which are 
now become my own. You will not expect that the pen ſhould de- 
ſeribe, what the pencil would imperfectly delineate. A few circum- 
ſtances may, however, be mentioned. My library is about the ſame 
fize with that in Bentinck-ftreet, with this difference, however, that 
inſtead of locking on a paved court, twelve feet ſquare, I command 
a boundleſs proſpect of vale, mountain, and water, from my three 
windows. My apartment is completed by a ſpacious light cloſet, or 
ſtore-room, with a bed-chamber and drefling-room. Deyverdun's 
habitation is pleaſant and convenient, though leſs extenſive : for our 
 eommon uſe we have a very handſome winter apartment of four 
| rooms; and on the ground-floor, two cool ſaloons for the ſummer, 
with a ſufficiency, or rather ſuperfluity, of offices, &c. A terrace, 
one hundred yards long, extends beyond the front of the houſe, and 
leads to a cloſe impenetrable ſhrubbery ; and from thence the circuit 
of a long and various walk carries me round a meadow and vine- 
yard. The intervals afford abundant ſupply of fruit, and every ſort . 
of vegetables; and if you add, that this villa (which has been much 
ornamented by my friend) touches the beſt and moſt ſociable part of · 
the town, you will agree with me, that few perſons, either princes 
4 M 2 | or 
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or nee enjoy a more deſirable reſidence. Derderden 
who is proud of his own works; often walks me round, Pointing out; - 
with acknowledgment and enthuſiaſm, the beauties that change with 
every ſtep and with every variation of light. I ſhare, or at leaſt I fym- 


|  pathize with his pleaſure. He appears contented with my progreſs, 


and has already told ſeveral people, that he does not deſpair of making 
mea gardener. - Be that as it may, you will be glad to hear that I am, 
by my own choice, infinitely more in motion, and in the open air, 
chan I ever have been formerly; yet my perfect liberty and leiſure 
leave me many ſtudioys hours and as the circle of our acquaintance 
= retire into the country, I hall be much leſs engaged in company and 
- _ _ diverſion. I have ſeriouſly reſumed the proſecution of my Hiſtory ; 
each day and each month adds ſomething to the completion of the 
great work. The progreſs is flow, the labour continual, and the 
end remote and uncertain; yet every day brings its amuſement, as 
well as labour; and though I dare not fix a term, even in my own 
fancy, I advance, wich the pleaſing reflection, that the buſineſs of pub- 
kcation (ſhould I be detained here ſo long) muſt enforce my return 
to England, and reſtore me to the beſt of mothers and friends. In 
the mean while, with health and competence, a full independence of 
mind and action, a delightful habitation, a true friend, and many 
pleaſant acquaintance; you will allow, that I am rather an object of 


envy than of pity; and if you were more conyerſant with the uſe of the 


French language, I would ſeriouſly propoſe to you to repoſe yourſelf 
with us in this fine country. My indirect intelligence (on which 
I ſometimes depend with more implicit faith than on the kind diſſimu- 
lation of your friendſhip) gives me reaſon to hope that the laſt winter 
has been more favourable to your health than the preceding one, 
Aſſure me of it yourſelf honeſtly and truly, and you will r me 
one bl the moſt 2 ane 
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| n this # ore 2 <k L frequently give tea and ſupper to a dozen a 
men and women with eaſe and reputation, and heartily wiſh you 
and my Lady were among hem. In this corner of Europe. we en- 


joy, or ſhall ſpeedily enjoy, (beſides threeſcore Engliſh, with Lady 
Pembroke, and forty French, with the Ducheſs de Sivrac at their 


bead, ) M. and Madame Necker, the Abbe Raynal, the Hereditary 
Prince of Brunſwick, Prince Henry of Pruſſia, perhaps the Duke of 
Cumberland; yet I am ſtill more content with the humble natives, 
than with gf of theſe illuſtrious names. Adieu. The poſt is on the 
wing, and you owe me a long epiſtle. Omg as uſual, nm | 
. e rib next _— OE Pm | 
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5 | Lav3anne, ORober 18th, 1783, 

ines CE my retreat to: Lauſanne our correſpondence has never re- 
ceived ſo long an interruption; and as I have been equally taci- 
turn with the reſt. of the: Engliſh world, it may now be a problem 
among that ſceptical nation, whether the Hiſtorian: of the Decline 
and Fall be a living ſubſtance or an empty. name: So tremendous 
is the ſleepy power of lazineſs, and habit, that the ſilence of each 
poſt operated ſtill more ſtrongly to benumb the hand, and to freeze the 
W ink. How or ä I ſhould have * n Lcan- 
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5 but the preſſiire of my affairs, and GA Wow tak 
letter, compel me to remember thar Thar you are entruſted with the final 
_ amputation. of the, beſt limb of my property. The ſubjec is in 


- Itſelf ſo painful, that I have poſtponed i it, like a child's phyſic, 888 | 


day to day; and loſing whole | mornings, as I walked about my 
Ubrary, in uſeleſs regret and impotent refolution, you will de amazed 
to hear that (after peeping to ſee if you are all well, and returned 
from Treland) I have not yet bad the courage to perils your letter, 
| for fear of meeting with fome gloomy intelligence; and 1 will now 
Knifh what I have to fay of pecunlary matters, before I know whe- 
der its contents Wil fottify ot oventhrow-my 8 ſenciments 
8 EOS T0 1 S LE LH * 11 421 Wa 
„ — uꝛ¾ʒ „ „o what eyelet you ns 
bee ach nepinitgat To arraign your manager? No, I am 


' fativfied wich the fill and firmneſs of the pilot, and complain only 


of the untoward violence. of the tempeſt. To repent of your re- 
treat into Switzerland? No, ſurely, every ſubſequent event has 
tended to make it as neceſſary as it has proved agrecable. Why 
then theſe lamentations? Hear and attend—It is to intereſt (if 
| poſſible more ſtrongly) your zeal and friendſhip, to juſtify a ſort of 
 avarice, a love of money, very foreign to my character, but with 
which I cling to theſe laſt Fragments of WE fortune, «„ 


* * = * 2 82 „ 
As far as Lean judge Ps the experience of a year, though I find 
Lauſanne much more expenſive than I imagined, yet my ftile of 
Ming (and a very handſome ſtile it ic) will be bronght nearly within 
my ordinary revenues. I wiſh our poor country oould ſay as much 
But it was always'/my favourite and rational wiſh, that at the wind- 


ing up of my affairs L might» poſſeſs a ſam, from one to two thou- 


ſand pounds, neither buried in land, nor locked up in the funds, but 


fret, light, and ready to obey any call of intereſt, or pleaſure, or 


virtue; to ZZZ ſupport any delay, or 
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—— 1 need. add: no other ſtimulative, than 

to ſay that my e Rey. een 

this plan. 
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ſatisfied, I did not conceive the eloud ſo dark as you repreſent it. | 


I will ſeriouſly peruſe the -8vo., and in due time the 4to. edi- 
tion *; it would become a claſſic book, if you could find leiſure 


(will you ever find it ?) to introduce order and ornament. Tou 


muſt negociate directiy with Deyverdun; but the ſtate will not hear 
of parting with their only Reynolds f. I embrace my Lady; let 
her be angry, provided ſhe be well. Adieu. Vours. 24 
P. S. The care of Ireland may have amuſed you Bah 
but how do you mean to employ the winter? Do you not caſt a long- 

ing, lingering look at St. Stephen's chapel > With your fiery ſpirit, 
and firm judgment, 1 almoſt wiſh you there; not for your benefit, | 
but for the public. If you reſolve to recover your ſeat, do not 
liſten to any fallacious and infinite projects of intereſt, en re- 
turn, een e eber peng 


| 3 cl xxx | 
| road oh Fir fo the Right Honourable Lady SHEPPIELD. 


8 ee Ober 228, 1784. 
| A! FEW ey ago, as 415 Was aſk. on our terrace with M. Tiſſot, 

the celebrated phyſician; M. Mercier, the author of the Tableau 
PA Paris ; the Abbe e „ Monſieur, Madame, and weine | 


2 Of Oblerridons « on the Commerce with the American States. 
+ Alluding to Ws portrait. | 


Necker 


- . de T EAS 


Netker ; ichs Abbe de eee en pig 


the Fiſteenth, 


the Hereditary Prince of Brunſwick, Price Henry of Pruffis, and 


deren Counts, Barons, and extraordinary perſons, among whom was 


| @ natural/ſor-of the Empreſs of Ruſſia——Are you ſatisfied with this 
lt? Which I. could enlarge and embelliſh,” without departing from 


truth; and was not the Baron of Sheffield (profound as he is on 
the babjetr of the American trade) doubly miſtaken with regard to 


_ Gibbon and Lauſanne? Whenever I uſed to hint my deſign of retir- 
ing; that illuſtrious, Baron, after a proper effuſion' of d -d fools, 


condeſcended to obſerve, that ſuch an obſcure nook in Switzerland 


might pleaſe me in the ignorance of youth, but that after taſting for 


ſo many years the various ſociety of Paris and London, I ſhould 
ſoon be tired with tlie dull and uniform round of a provincial town. 
In the winter, Lauſanne is indeed reduced to its native powers; but 
during the ſummer, it is poſſibly, after Spa; one of the moſt fa- 


vourite places of general reſort... The tour of Switzerland, the Alps, 


and the Glaciers, is become a faſhion. Tiſſot attracts the invalids; 
eſpecially from France; and a colony of Engliſh have taken up the 
habit of ſpending their winters at Nice, and their ſummers in the 
pays de Vaud. Such are the ſplendour and variety of our ſummer 


viſitors; and you will agree with me more readily than the Baron, 
when I ſay that this variety, inſtead of being a merit, is, in my 


opinion, one of the very few objections to the reſidence of Lau- 
ſanne. After the diſſipation of the winter I expected to have en- 
joyed, with more freedom and ſolitude, myſelf, my friend, my 
books, and this delicious paradiſe; but my poſition and character 


make me here a ſort of a public character, and oblige me to ſee and 
be ſeen. However, it is my firm reſolution for next ſummer to 


aſſume the independence of a philoſopher, and to be viſible only to the 
perſons whom I like. On that principle I ſhould not, moſt aſſuredly, 


have avoided the Neckers and Prince Henry. The former have 
| 1 the barony of Copet near Geneva; and as the buildings 


3 Sy 6 ' were 
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were very much out of repair, they paſſed this ſummer at a country- 
houſe at the gates of Lauſanne. They afford a new example, chat 
perſons who have taſted of greatneſs can ſeldom return with plea» 
ſure to a private ſtation. In the moments when we were alone the 
converſed with me freely, and I believe truly, on the ſubject of his 
adminiſtration and fall; and has opened ſeveral paſſages of modern 
hiſtory, which would make a very good figure in be American 
book *. If they ſpent the ſummers at che caſtle of Copet, about 
nine leagues from hence, a'formight or three weeks viſit would be a 
pleaſant and healthful exeurhon; but, alas! I fear there is little ap- 
pearance of its being executed. Hor health is impaired by the agi- 
tation of her mind: inſtead of returning to Paris, the is ordered to 
paſs the winter in the ſouthern provinces of France, and our laſt 
parting was ſolemn; as I very much doubt whether I ſhall ever 
ſee her again. They have now a very troubleſome charge, which 
you will experience in a few years, the diſpoſal of a Baroneſs; Ma- 
demoiſelle Necker, one of the grenteſt heireſſes in Europe, is now 

about eighteen, wild, vain, but good-natured, and with a much larger 
proviſion of wit than of beauty: what increaſes their difficulties is 
their religious obſtinacy of marrying her only to a proteſtant. It 
would be an excellent opportunity for a young Engliſhman of a great 
name and a fair reputation. Prince Henry muſt be a man of ſenſe; 
for he took more notice, and expreſſed more eſteem for me, than 
any body elſe. He is certainly (without touching his military 
character) a very lively and entertaining companion. He talked 
with freedom, and generally with contempt, of moſt of the princes 
of Europe; with reſpect of the Empreſs of Ruſſia, but never men- 
tioned the name of his brother, except once, when he hinted that 
it Aren F the battle of Roſbach. ä * 
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_—— the: hereditary seat Brunſwick is here for his edu- 
kation. Of the Engliſh, who live very much as a national colony, 
m will like to hear of Mrs. Fraſer and one more. Donna Cathe · 

rina pleaſes every body, by the perfect ſimplicity. of her ſtate o 

nature. Tou know ſhe has had reſolution to return from England 

(where ſhe told me ſhe ſaw. you) to Lauſanne, for the ſake of Miſs 
Briſtow, who is in bad health, and in a ſew days they ſet off for 

Nice. The other is the Eliza; ſhe paſſed through Lauſanne, in her 

road from Italy to England ; poorly in health, but ſtill adorable, 

(nay, do not frown!) and I enjoyed ſome delightful hours by her 

bed-fide. She wrote me a line from Paris, but has not executed her 

prpmiſe of; viſiting Lauſanne in the month of October. My pen 
je& af others; yet, in deſeribing them, I have thrown: ſame light 

over myſelf and my ſituation. A year, a very ſhort one, has no- 
elapſed ſince my arrival at Lauſanne; and after a cool review of my 
ſentiments, I can ſincerely declare, that I have never, during a ſingle 
moment, repented of having executed my ab/urd project of retiring to 

Laufanne. It is needleſs to dwell. on the fatigue, the hurry, the vexa- 

tion which. Lmuſt have felt in the narrow and dirty circle of Engliſh 

Politics. My preſent, life wants no foil, and ſhines by its own na- 

tive ght. The choſen part of my library is now arrived, and ar- 

| ranged in a room full as good as that in Bentinck-ſtreet, with this 
difference indeed, that inſtead of loeking on a ſtone court, twelve 
feet ſquare, I command, from three windows of plate-glaſs, an un⸗ 
bounded proſpect of many a league of vineyard, of fields, of wood, 
of lake, and of mountains; a ſcene which Lord Sheffield will tell 
you is ſuperior to all you can imagine. The climate, though ſevere 
in winter, has perfectly agreed with my conſtitution, and the year 
is . without any rann of the gout. An excellent. 


* The Honourable Mrs. Pale : WI A + 
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Houſe, a good table, à pleaſant garden, are no contemptible ingre- 
dients in human happinefs. The general ſtyle of ſociety hits my 
fancy; I have-cultivated a large and agreeable circle of acquaintance, 
and I am much deceived if I have not laid the foundations uf *two = 
or three more intimate and valuable connections; but their names 
would be indifferent, and it would require pages, or rather volumes, 
to deſcribe their perſons and characters. With regard to my ſtand- 
ing diſh, my domeſtic friend, I could not be mueh difappointed, 
after an intimacy of eight- and· twenty years.” - His heart and his 
head are excellent; he has the warmeſt attachment for me, he is ſa- 
tisfied that I have the ſame for him: ſome light imperfections muſi be 
mutually ſupported; two bachelors, who have lived ſo long alone and 
independent, have their peculiar fancies and humours, and when the 
maſk of form and ceremony is laid aſide, every moment in a family- 
life has not the ſweetneſs of the honey-nfoon, even between the 
huſbands and wives who have the trueſt and moſt tender regard for 
each other. Should you be very much ſurpriſed to hear of my 
being married? Amazing as it may ſeem, I do affure'you that the 
event is leſs improbable than it would have appeared to myſelf a 
twelvemonth ago. Deyverdun and 1 have often agreed, in jeſt and 
in earneſt, that a houſe like ours would be regulated, and graced, 
and enlivened, by an agreeable female companion; but each of us 
ſeems deſirous that his friend ſhould ſacrifice himſelf for the public 
good. Since my reſidence here I have fived much in women's com 
pany ; and, to your credit be it ſpoken, I like you the better the 
more I ſee of you. Not that I am in love with any particular per- 
ſon. I have diſcovered about half-a-dozen Wives who would pleaſe 
me in different ways, and by various merits: one as à miſtreſs a 
widow, vaſtly like the Eliza; if the returns I am to bring them to- 
gether); a ſecond, a lively entertaining acquaintance ; a third, a ſin- 
cere good-natured friend; a fourth, who would repreſent with grace 
and. dignity at the head of my table and family ; a fifth, an excel- 
4N 2 lent 
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mmm 
Could I find all theſe qualities united in a fingle perſon, I ſhould dare 
do make. my addreſſas, and ould deſerve to be refuſed. You hint in 
ſame; of, your leyers, or rather poſtſcripts, that: you conſider me ag 
having renquaced England, and having fixed myſelf for the reſt of 
my life in Switzerland, and that you ſuſpect the ſincerity of my 
" Vague or inſidious ſchemes of purchaſe or return. To remove, as 
far as I can, your doubts and ſuſpicions, I will tell you, on that in- 
wereſting ſubjeR, fairly and ſumply as much 25 1 know!of my own | 
intentions. There is little appearance that I ſhall. be ſuddenly re- 
called by the oſſer af a. place or penſion. I have no claim to the 
_ friendſhip-of your young miniſter, and ſhould he propoſe a Com- 
miſſſoner of the Cuſtoms, or Secretary at Paris, the ſuppoſed ob- 
je of my low, ambition, Adam in Paradiſe would refuſe them wit 


_ contempt... Hrre therefore I ſhall certainly live till I have finiſhed 


the remainder. of my Hiſtory 3 an arduous, work, which does not 
proceed ſo faſt as I expected, amidſt the ayocations of ſociety, and 
miſcellaneous. ſtudy, -, As ſoon as it is completed, moſt probably in 
three or four years, I ſhall infallibly return to England, about the 
month of May or June; and the neceſſary labour of printing with 
care two or three quarto volumes, will detain me till their publi- 
cation, in the enſuing ſpring, Lord Sheffield and yourſelf will be 
_ the loadftone that moſt forcibly attracts me; and as I ſhall be a va- 
_ - gabond on the face of the earth, I ſhall be the better qualified to 
domeſticate myſelf with you, both in town and. country. Here 
then, at no very extravagant diſtance, we have the certainty (if we 
live), of ſpending a year together, in the peace and freedom of a 
friendly intercourſe; and a year is no very contemptible portion of 


this mortal exiſtence. Beyond that period all is dark, but not 


gloomy... Whether, after the final completion of my Hiſtory, I 
ſhall return to. Lauſanne, or ſettle in England, muſt depend on a 
thouſand events which lie beyond the reach of human foreſight, the 
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life of Deyverdun, the various changes which: may have rendered 


Lauſanne more dear, or leſs agreeable, to me than at preſent. But 


without loſing ourſelves in this diſtant futurity, which perhaps we 
may never ſee, and without giving any poſitive anſwer to Maria's 
parting queſtion, whether I ſhall be buried in England or Switzer- 


land, let me ſeriouſly and earneſtly aſk you, whether you do not 


mean to viſit me next ſummer? The defeat at Goventry would, 1 


ſhould think, facilitate the project; ſince the Baron is no longer de- 
tained i the hole winter from his domeſtic affairs, nor is there any 


attendance: on the Houſe that keeps him till Midſummer in duſt and 


diſpute. I can ſend you a pleaſant route, through Normandy, Paris, 
and Lyons, a viſit to the Glaciers, and your return down the Rhine, 
which would be commodiouſly executed in three or four months, at 
no very extravagant expence, and would be productive of health 
and ſpirits to you, of entertainment to you: both, and of inſtruction 
to the Maria - Without the ſmalleſt inconvenience to myſelf, I am 
able to lodge yourſelves and family, by arranging you in the winter 


apartment, which in the ſummer ſeaſon is not of any uſe to us. I | 


think you will be ſatisfied with your habitation, and already ſee you 
in your dreſſing- rom ; a ſmall pleaſant room, with a delightful 
proſpect to the weſt and ſouth. If poor aunt Kitty (Fou- oblige me 
beyond expreſſion by your tender care of that excellent ) if 
ſhe were only ten years younger, I would deſire you to take-hi 


with you, but I much fear we ſhall never meet again. Lou will * 
not complain of the breyity of this epiſtle; I expect, in return, a 


full and fair account of yourſelf, your thoughts and actions, ſoul 
and body, preſent and future, in the ſafe, though unreſerved, con- 
fidence of friendſhip.: The Baron in two words hinted but an in- 


different account of your health; you are a fine machine; but as he 


Was HRS Mic I hope I nn the cauſe and the remedy. 
Next 


5 


I Leven Ah vb 
: Nexrito-yourſelf,/T want to hear of the two Barbrieſſes "You 1 
Live me a faithful picture (and though a mother you can sive 1) 


of their preſent external and internal forms; for a year has now 
clapſed, and in heir Hves a year is an age. | on EY TOO!” * 
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Mr long ſilence (ana; it tic tn ee og) \ muſt not, on this occaſion, 
be imputed to-lazineſs, though that little devil may likewiſe 
have been buſy. But you cannot forget how many weeks I re- 
mained in ſuſpence, expecting every poſt the ſinal ſentence, and not 
knowing what to ſay in that paſſive uncertainty. It is now ſome- 
ching more than a fortnight ſince your laſt letter, and that of Goſling 
informed me of the event. I have intended every day to write, and 
every day I have ſtarted back with reluctance and diſguſt, from the 
conſideration of the wretehed ſubject. Lenborough irrecoverably 
gone, for three-fourths of its real, at leaft of its ancient, value; my 
ſeat in parliament ſunk in the abyſs of your curſed politics, and a 
balance neatly cyphered and ſummed by Goſſing, which ſhews me 
a very ſhallow Purſe, een La e ape e to 1 
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Another week is now elapſed, and though nothing 18 changed i in 
this too faithful ſtate of my affairs, I feel myſelf able to encounter 
them with more ſpirit and reſolution; to look on the future, rather 
than the paſt, on the fair, rather than on the foul fide of the pro- 
Ipect. I ſhall fpeak in the confidence of friendſhip, and while you 
liſten to the more doleful tale of my wants and wiſhes, you will 
e TC ret FRED 
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Rave the ſatisfaction of hearing ae endende in my preſent 4 
fituation of a leſs unpleaſing nature. 1. In the firſt place, I moſt 


heartily rejoice in the ſale; however; unfavourable, of the Bucks 


eſtate. Conſidering the dullneſs of the times, and the high intereſt 
of money, it is-not-a little to obtain even a tolerable price, and:I am 


ſenſible how much your patienee and induſtry have been exerciſed 


to extort the payment. 2. Tour reſiſtance to my Swiſs expedition 
was more friendly than wiſe. Had I yielded, after eighteen months 


of ſuſpence and anxiety, I ſhould now, a ſtill poorer man, be driven 


to embrace the ſame reſouree, which has ſucceeded: according to, or 


even beyond, my moſt ſanguine expectations. I do not pretend to- 


have diſcovered the terreſtrial paradiſe, which: has not been known 
in this world ſince the fall of Adam; but I can truly declare, (now- 
the charms of novelty are long ſince faded,) that I have found the- 
plan of life the beſt adapted to my temper and my ſituation. I am 


now writing to you in a room as good as that in Bentinck- | 


ſtreet, which commands the country, the lake, and the moun- 


tains; and tlie opening proſpect of the ſpring... The aforeſaid. 
room is furniſhed. without magnificence, but with every conve- 
niency for warmth, eaſe, and ſtudy, and the walls are already 


covered with more than two thouſand volumes, the choice of x 
choſen library, T have health, friends, an amuſing ſociety, and 
perfect freedom. A Commiſſioner of the Exciſe! the idea makes me 


ſick. If you aſk me what L have ſaved by my retreat to Lauſanne ? 
I will fairly tell: you (in the two great articles of a; carriage and a 


| houſe in town, both which were indiſpenſable, and are now anni- 
hilated, with the difference of clubs, public places, ſervants wages, 


&c.) about four hundred pounds, or guineas, a year; no ineonſider- 


able ſum, when it muſt be annually found as addition to an expence 
which is ſomewhat-larger than my preſent revenue. 3. What is ther, 


vou will aft, my preſent-etabliſhment'? | This is not by any means a. 


cheap OT and, except in the article of wine, I could give-a 
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dinner; or make a coat) perhaps for the fame price in London as a 
| Lauſatine. My: chief advantage ariſes from the things. which I do 
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* 


not want; and in ſome reſpects my ſtyle of living is enlarged by the 


1 inereuſe of my relative importance, an obſcure bachelor in England, 


the maſter of a coniſiderable houſe at Lauſanne. Here I am expected 
to return ontertainmenta, to receive ladies, &c. and to perform 


many duties of ſociety, which, though agreeable enough in them- 


ſelves, contribute to inſlame the houlſckeeper's bills. From the dif- 
burſements of the firſt year I cannot form any juſt eſtimate; the ex- 


rraordinary expences of che journey, carriage of heavy goods from 
Englund, the acquiſition of many books, which it was not 'expe- 


dient to tranſport, the [purchaſe of furniture, wine, fitting up my 
Hbrury, and the irregularity of a new menage, have conſumed a 
pretty large ſum. But in a quiet, prudent, regular courſe of life, I 


think I can ſupport myſelf with comfort and honour for fix or ſeven 


hundred 1877 e n of a thouſand or eleven n 


England.” 92 5000 bun 197 N 
Beſides ele e eee to the * 1 


have a fure and honourable ſupply from my own pen, I continue 


rious, yet I ſee the end, and I can almoſt promiſe to land in England 
next September twelvemonth, with a manuſcript of the current 


value of about four thouſand pounds, which will afford either a 
mall income or a large capital. F. It is in the meanwhile that my 
ſituation is ſomewhat difficult. „T 
* „ * 10 * 1/7; @ FC 3 * 
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he is the privilege of friend(hip, to, make our friend a patient hearer, 
= active aſſociate in gur own. affairs; and I have now written, five 
pages on my private affairs, without ſaying a word either of the pub- 
lic, or of yourſelf. Of the public I have little to ſay; I never was a. 
very warm patriot, and I grow every day a citizen of the world. The 
ſcramble for power or profit at Weſtminſter, or St. James's, and the 
names of Pitt and Fox, become leſs intereſting to me than thoſe of Czfar 
and Pompey. Lou are not a friend of the young Miniſter, but he 


is a great favourite on the continent, as he appears to be ſtill ; and you . 


muſt own that the fairneſs of his character, his eloquence, his ap- 


plication to buſineſs, and even his youth, muſt prepoſſeſs at leaſt the 
ignorant in his favour. Of the merit or defects of his adminiſtra- 


tion I cannot pretend to ſpeak; but I find, from the complaints of 
ſome, antereſted perſons, that his reſtraints on the ſmuggling of tea 
haye already, ruined. the Eaſt India Companies of Antwerp and 
Sweden, and that even the Dutch will ſcarcely find it. worth their 
while to ſend any ſhips to China. Your Iriſh friends appear to be 
more quiet, at leaſt the volunteers and national congreſs ſeem to 
ſubſide. How far that tranquillity muſt be purchaſed on our fide; 
by any pernicious, ſacrifices, you will beſt decide; and from ſome 
hint in your laſt letters, I am ifnclined to think that you are leſs af- 
fected than might be ſuppoſed with national or local prejudice. 
| Your introduction I have attentively read; the matter, though moſt 
important in itſelf, is out of the line of miy"ſtudies and habits, and 
che ſubordinate beauties of ſtyle you diſclaim. Let T can fay with 
truth, that I never met with more curious and diligent inveſtigation, 
more ſtrong ſenſe, more liberal ſpirit, and more cool and impartial 
temper in the ſame number of pages. By this time you have pro- 
bably read Necker's bock or the finances Perhaps for you there is 
too much French enthuſiaſm and paint; but in many reſpects you 
muſt have gained a knowledge of his country; and on the whole, 
you mult have been pleaſed with the picture of à great and bene- 
ne "VOL. . Dy | volent 
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volent wie In your attack on Deyverdun for my amel. cannot 
5 promiſe vou much ſucceſs ; he ſeems reſolved to maintain his right 


of poſſeſſion, and your only chance would be a perſonal aſſault. The 
next ſummer (how time ſlips away!) was fixed for your viſit to 
1 Lauſanne. We are prepared at all points to receive eu, my Lady, | 
- and a princeſs or two, with their train; and if you have a proper 
contempt for St. Stephen's chapel, you are perfectiy free, and at 
leiſure (an you ever be at leiſure 7 for the ſummer ſeaſon. As 
you are now in a great meaſure diſengaged from any affairs, you 
may find time to inform me of your proceedings and your projecto. 
At preſent I do not even know whether you paſs the winter at Shef- 
: Kield-Place or in Downing-ſtreet. My Lady revenges herſelf of my 
long filence; yet I embrace her and the infants.” Adieu. Yon 
have deranged the Decline and Fall this morning. I have finiſhed 
m my epiſtle fince dinner, uo £ am now Karner pleaſant party 14 


ood ſupper. 5 . ay, ! 4, Hed SHY. L390 VIC 
3:03: IS RT 18 i #0 „ 11 6: 01-4067 va 434 5 Gin; 

N Arte ee . . 
GED | 10 CLAXXT. te 

. 1 70 1 N. n 


ee 8 air 


Nat g ae. to the i Honourable neren . 


4 i 
* — 4 71S of ; Ie 2 


- * 


2 Pr. Boicta eser es September 5th, =4 | 
5 Exe a a e Englith Paper, September 5th,. 178 5. 
Et is reported, but we hope without foundation, that the ce- 
25 lebrated Mr. Gibbon, who had retired to Lauſanne in Switzer- 
land to finiſh his valuable Hiſtory, lately died in that city.” _ 
The hope of the Newſpaper- writer is very handſome and 8 | 
PE the Hiſtorian ; yet there are ſeveral weighty. reaſons which would 
incline me to believe that. the. intelligence may be true. Primg, It 
muſt one day be true; and therefore may very probably be ſo at 
preſent. Secunda, We may always depend on the impartiality, AC 


ee and veracity of an N Newſpaper. Tertio, which 4 
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 Irideed the irongell b e We are credibly informed chat for a 
long time paſt the ſaid celebrated Hiſtorian has not written to any 
of his friends in England; and as that reſpectable perſonage had 
always the reputation of a moſt exact and regular correſpondent, it 
may be fairly concluded from his ſilence, that he either is, or ought 
to be dead. The only objection that I can foreſee, is the aſſurance 
that Mr. G—— himſelf read the article as he was eating his break 
faſt, and laughed very heartily at the miſtake of his brother Hiſto- 
rian; but as he might be deſirous of concealing that unpleaſant 
event, we ſhall not inſiſt on his apparent health and ſpirits, which 
might be affected by chat. ſubtle politician. He affirms, however, 
not only that he is alive, and was ſo on the ſiftk of September, but 
that his head, his heart, his ſtomach, are in the moſt perfect ſtate, 
and that the climate of Lauſanne has been congenial both to his mind 
and body. He confeſſes indeed, that after the laſt ſevere winter, the 
gout, his old enemy, from whom he hoped to have eſcaped; pur- 
ſued him to his retreat among the mountains of Helvetia, and that 
the ſiege was long, though more languid than in his precedent at- 
tacks; after ſome exerciſe of patience he began to creep, and gra- 
dually to walk; and though he can neither run, nor fly, nor dance, 
he fupports himſelf. with firmneſs on his two legs, and would will- 
ingly kick the impertinent Gazetteer; impertinent enough, though 
more eaſily to be forgiven than the inſolent Courier du Bas Rhin,. 
who about three years ago amuſed himſelf and his readers with a 
fictitious epiſtle from Mr. Gibbon to Dr. Robertſon, | 
Perhaps now you think, Baron, that I ſhall apologize in 1 
ſtyle for my ſilence and neglect. But, on the contrary, I do 
aſſure you that I am truly provoked at your Lordſhip's not conde- 
ſcending to be in a paſſion. I might really have been dead, I might 
have been fick 3 if I were neither dead nor ſick, I deſerved a volley of. 
curſes and reproaches for my infernal lazineſs, and you have defrauded: 
me of my juſt dues. Had I been ſilent till Chriſtmas, till doomſ- 
. 40 2 | day, 
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day, n never have chought it worth your ne 60 abiiſe: 
me. Why then (let me aſ in your name) did-you'not write be- 
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fore? That is indeed a very curious queſtion of natural and moral 


| Philoſophy: Certainly I am not lazy; elaborate quartos have proved, 
and will abundantly prove my diligence. I can write; ſpare my 
modeſty on that ſubject. I like to converſe with my friends by pen 

or tongue, and as ſoon as I can ſet myſelf a going, I know no mo- 


ments that run off more pleaſantly. I am ſo well convinced of that 


truth, and ſo much aſhamed of forcing: people that I love to forget 
me; that I have now reſolved to ſet apart the firſt hour of each 
day for the diſcharge of my obligations; beginning, comme de raiſon, 
the reſt. . May Heaven give me ſtrength. and grace to accompliſh. 
_ this laudable intention! Amen. Certainly (yet I do not know 
whether it be ſo certain) I ſhould write much oſtener to you if we. 
were not linked in bufineſs, and if my buſineſs had not always been 
of the unpleaſant and mortifying kind. Even now I ſhove the ugly 

monſter to the end of this epiſtle, and will confine him to a page by 
 bimfelf, that he may not infect the purer air of our correſpondence. 
Of my ſituation here I have little new to ſay, except a very comfort-. 
able and ſingular truth, that my paſſion for my wife or miſtreſs (Fanny 
| Lauſanne) is not palled by ſatiety and poſſeſſion of two years. I 
have ſeen her in all ſeaſons, and in all humours, and though the is 
not without faults, they are infinitely overbalanced by her good 
qualities. Her face is not handſome, but her perſon, and every 
thing about her, has admirable grace and beauty: ſhe is of a very 
cheerful ſociable temper; without much learning, ſhe is endowed 
with taſte and good ſenſe; and though not rich, the ſimplicity of 
her education makes her a very good œconomiſt; ſhe is forbid by 
her parents to wear any expenſive finery; and theugh her limbs are 
not much calculated for walking, ſhe has not yet aſked me to keep 
| her a coach. Laſt ſpring . rags) I faw 
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boldly drelate, that either in health or ſickneſs I find it far more 


comfortable than your huge metropolis. In London my confing- | 


ſaw me no longer at Brookes's; and the few, who ſometimes caſt: a 
thought or an eye on their friend; were detained: by buſineſs: or 
Commons, and I was proud and happy if I could prevail on Elmſſy 


to enliven the dulneſß of the evening. Here the objects are nearer, 


and much more diſtinct, and I myſelf am an object of much larger 
magnitude, People are not kinder, but they are more idle, and it 


the leaſt attentive to the old and infirm ; I do not mean in acts of 


charity, but in the-offiees of civil life. During thiee months I have 
had round my chair a ſuoceſſion of agreeable men and women, who: 
came with a ſmile, and vaniſhed at a nod; and as ſoon as it was agree- 


to their reſpective homes, and ſometimes detained by Deyverdun to 


pented of my tranſmigration. The only diſagreeable cireumſtance 
is the increaſe of a race of animals with which this country has been 
long infeſted; and who are faid to come from an iſland in the 
Northern Ocean. I am told, but it ſeems incredible, that upwards: 
of forty thouſand Engliſh, maſters and ſervants, are now abſent on 


the continent; and I am ſure we have our full proportion, both in 


town and country, from the month of June to that of October. 


The oceupations of the cloſer, indifferent health, want of horſes, 
in ſome meaſure plead my excuſe ; yet I do too much to pleaſe my-· 


ſelf, and probably too little to ſatisfy my countrymen. What is ſtill 
more unlucky is, that a part of the. colony of this preſent. year are 


really 


Eauſtane in a nens lights during imy long fit of the gout; and muſb 


able I had a conſtant party at cards, which was ſometimes diſmiſſed 


ſupper, without the leaſt trouble or inconvenience to myſelf. In a 
word, my plan has moſt completely anſwered; and I ſolemnly pro- 
teſt, after two years trial, that I have never in a fingle moment re- 
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really — one knows) Ge, the Adons, Hiles, 


Hampdens; Trevors, Lady Glarges: and Miſs: Carter, Lord North- 
ington, G&c.; I have ſeen Trevor ſeveral times, who talks of you, and 
ſeems to be à more exact correſpondent than myſelf. ' Zr wife is 
much improved by her diplomatie life, and ſhines in every company, 
— as) a woman of faſhĩon and elegance. But thoſe who have repaid. 
me for the reſt, were Lord and Lady Spenter I ſaw them almoſt 
every day; at my houſe or their own, during their ſtay of a month; 
for they were haſtening to Italy, chat they might return to Lon- 
don next February. He is a valuable man, and where he is fami- 
lar, 4 pleaſant companion; ſhe a charming woman, who, with 
ſenſe and ſpirit, has the ſimplicity and playfulneſs of à child. Tou 
_ are not ignorant of her talents, of which ſhe has left me an 
agreeable ſpecimen, 4 drawing of the Hiſtoric Muſe, ſitting in a 
tboughtful poſture to compoſe. 80 much of ſelf and Co. let us 
no talk a little of your houſe and your two countries. Does my 
ULady ever join in the abuſe which I have merited from you? Is ſhe 
_ - fatisfied with her own behaviour, her unpardonable ſilence, to one of 
- the- prettieſt, moſt obliging, moſt dune Eg re epiſtles 


that ever was penned ſince the epiſtles ofů x „ M * * 
Will ſhe nat mee one word of reply? ate eee her 


| ſpirits, health, amuſements, of the elegant accompliſhments of Maria, 


and the opening graces of Louiſa: of yourſelf I wiſh to have ſome 


of thoſe details which ſhe is moſt likely to tranſmit. Are you patient 
in your excluſion from the Houſe? Are you ſatisfied with legiſ- 
lating with your pen? Do you paſs the whole winter in town? 
HFlave you reſumed the purſuits of farming, & c.? What new con- 


nections, public or private, have you formed) A tour to the conti- 
nent would be the beſt medicine for the ſhattered nerves of a ſoldier 


and politician. By this expreſſion you will percelve that your letter 
do Deyverdun is received; it landed laſt poſt, after I had already 


written the two firſt pages of this compoſition, - On the whole my 
friend 
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friend ** and flattered; but inſtead of ſurrendering, or ca- 
pitulating, he ſeems to be making preparations for an obſtinate de- 
fence. He already talks of the right of poſſeſſion *, of the duties 
of a good gitizen, of a rit ne excat- ae a vote of the 
two hundred, that whomſcevyer ſhall, directly or indirectly, &c. is 
an enemy to his country. Between you be the ſtrife, while I ſit 
with my ſcales in my hand, like Jupiter on Mount Ida. I begin to 
; view with the ſame indiſſenence the combarof Achilles Pitt, and Hector 
Fox; for ſuch, as it hows now. ſeem, muſt be the compariſon of. 
"the two. WATITIOTS. 47 ut :n«„„ ĩ ðéUꝙT ! «„ „ „ 
At this diſtance. I am abide angry with bills, taxes, and-propo- 
ſitions, than I am pleaſed with Pitt for making a friend and adeſery- 
ing man happy, for releaſing Batt from the ſhackles of the law; and 
for enhaneing the gift of a ſecure and honourable competency, by 
the handſome manner in which it was conferred. This I unden- 
ſtand to be the caſe, from the unſuſpicious evidence of Lord North- 
ington and Chief Baron Skinner; and if I can find time, (Solution,) 
1 will ſend him a hearty. congratulation ; if I fail, you may at leaſt 
communicate my intentions. Of Ireland I know nothing, and while 
1 am writing the Decline of a great Empire, I have not leiſure. to 
"attend to the affairs of a remote and petty province. I ſee that your 
friend Foſter has been hooted by the mob, and unanimouſly choſen. 
Speaker of the Houſe of Commons. Ho could Pitt expoſe him- 
ſelf to the diſgrace of withdrawing, his propoſitions after a public 
attempt? Have Miniſters no way of computing beforchand the | 
ue nonſenſe of an Iriſh Parliament? I am quite in the dark; 
your pamphlet, or book, would probably have opened my eyes; but, 
. ee u been the reaſon, I give you my word of _ 
that I have never ſeen nor heard of it. Here we ate much more 
engaged with continental DE In _—_— hate the < Empers 
Agra nat 1rowl 03 nls gt 010 21s 55 
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as the enemy of peace, without daring to make war The old Hon 
of Pruſſia acts a much more nm 
tranqquillity, and the independence of the German ſtate . 

And now for the bitter and nauſeous pill of — Wo rv 
upon which T ſhall be as conciſe as poſſible in the two articles of my 


diſcourſe,” — 7 e Wi on any. fig: 
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owing, borrowing, eee Idoolc forwards eee 
to the happy period when the ſupplies will always be raiſed within 
tte year, with a decent and uſeful. ſurplus in the treaſury. I ho 
truſt to the coneluſion of my Hiſtory, and it will haſten and ſecure 
che principal comforts of my life. Tou will believe I aum nor lazy; 
yet I fear the term is ſome what more diſtant than I thought. My 
Jong gout loſt me three months in che ſpring; in every great work 
unforeſten dangers, and difficulties," and delaye will ariſe; and 1 
mould de rather ſorry than ſurpriſed if next autumn was poſtponed 
| te che enſuing ſpring . If my Lady (a good creature) ſhould' write 
to Mrs. Poxten, ſhe may convey news of my life and health, wn 
ſaying any thing of this poſe dee Adieu. 1 enibince, &. 
2 „ eee ** | Bf 0 KW Nu 18 B45 1 8 91% 
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Eliane, Aniepitite; from Shekeld-Plare, reexiyed the 
ſeventeenth of. January, is anſwered the fame day; and to ſay - 
een this method, which is the beſty: is at the ſame time the 
moſt eaſy and pleaſant. Yet I do not allow that oni the laſt paſt 
ſilence and delay you have any more reaſon to ſwear than myſelf, 
Our letters croffed each other, | out” cke wer * equal, and if both 


. N had 


wan GIBBON ENU “S. %% 
had been ſtiffly maintained, our mutual ſilence muſt have continued 
till the day of judgment. The balance was doubtleſs. in my favour, 
if you recollect the length, the fullneſs, the variety of pleaſant and in- 
ſtructive matter of my laſt diſpatch. Even at preſent, of myſelf, my 
occupations, my deſigns, I have little or nothing to add; and can 
P ‚‚ @#) „ 4 | + +  Batwe hall both agree, . 
that the true criminal is my Lady; and though I do ſuppoſe that a a 
contumacious, dilatory ſilence, ſo many months or years ſince my 
. ee Se eg % e ee 
5 —_ *:## 
F I do love the funds; and 
were the next war to. reduce them to half, the remainder would be 
Aa. better and pleaſanter property, than a ſimilar value in your dirty 
acres. We are now in the height of our winter amuſements ; balls, 
great. ſuppers, comedies, &c. and, except St. Stephen's, I certainly 
lead a more gay and diſſipated life here, among. the Alps, (by the 
bye, a moſt extraordinary mild winter,) than in the midſt of Lon- 
don. Yet my mornings, and ſometimes an afternoon, are diligently 
employed. My work advances, but much remains, indeed mum 
more than 1 imagined, but .a great book, like a great houſe, wes 
never yet finiſhed, at the given time. When I talk of the ſpring of 
 cighty-ſeven, I ſuppoſe all my time well beſtowed; and what do you 
_ think of a fit of the gout, that may diſqualify me for two or three 
months? 'You may growl, but if you calmly reflect on my_pecu- 
_niary. . arne 
DA An IR. APD. 
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Sir Stanier's letter, though firſt written, is ſtill on the road, 


| and your t, which I received yeſterday morning; brought me the 
firſt account of poor Mrs. Porten's departure. There are few events 


that could afflit me more deeply, and I have been ever ſince in a 


E date of mind more deſerving of your pity than of your" reproaches. T 
© "certainly am not ignorant that we have nothing better to wiſh for our- 

| "ſelves than the fate of that beſt-humoured woman, as you very juſtly 

| *Ayle her; "a good underſtanding and an excellent heart, with health, 


"ſpirits, and a competency, to live in the midſt of her friends till the 
"age of fourſcore, and then to ſhut her eyes without pain or remorſe. 


Veasth can · have deprived: her only of ſome years of weakneſs, per- 


Laps of mifery ; and for myſelf, it is farely tefs painful to loſe her 
at preſent, than to find her in my viſit to England next year ſinking 


Zunder the weight of age and infirmities, aud pethaps forgetful of 

_ 'herſelf and of the perſons once the deareſt to her. All this is per- 
Sell true: but all cheſe reſlections will not diſpel a thouſand ſad 
Andd tender remembrances that ruſh upon my mind. To her care I 
amm indebted in earlieſt infancy for the preſereation of my life and 


"Kealth. I was a puny child, neglected by my mother, ſtarved. by 
my nurſe, and of whoſe being very little care or expeQation was 
"entertained ; without her- maternal vigilance 1 ſhould either Have 
been in my grave, or imperfectly lived a crooked rieketty monſter, 
' a burden to myſelf and others. To her inſtructions I owe. the firſt 


- - rudiments of knowledge, the firſt exerciſe of reaſon, and a taſte for 


books, which is till the pleaſure and glory of my life; and though: 
me — me neither language nor ſcience, n the 
10 0 moſt 


EDWARD. GIBBON. Ernie | 
| aided protein Birr had. As I grew up, an intertourle of 


| . tick th Geka: Ghnmd ub] chndygr 
able companion. Tou have ſeen with what freedom and confidence +  - 


ve lived together, and have often admired her character and conver- 


7 ſatlon, which could alike pleaſe the young and the old. All chis is 


now- loſtz finally, irrecoveribly loſt! I will agree with my Lady, 
that the immortality of the ſoul is at ſome times a very comfortable 
doctrine. A thouſand thanks to her for her conſtant kind attention 
to that poor woman wh is'n0 more. 1 with had as much to a8 
plaud, and as little to reproach, in my own behaviour towards Mrs. 
Porten ſinee 1 left England; and when I reflect that my letters would 
have ſoothed and comforted' her decline, I feel more deeply than I 
can expreſs, the real neglect, and ſeeming indifference, of my ſilence. 
To delay à letter from the Wedneſday to the Saturday, and then 
from the Saturday to the Wedneſday, appears a very flight offence; 
yet in the repetition of ſuch delay, weeks, months, and years will 
 elapſe,-till the omiſſion may become irretrievable, and the conſe- 
quence 'miſchievous or fatal. After a long lethargy, I had rouzed 
myſelf lat week, and wrote to the three old Ladies; my letter for 
Mrs. Potten went away laſt poſt; Saturday night, and yours did fiot 
arrive till Monday morning. Sir Stanier will probably open it, and 
read the true picture of my ſentiments for à friend who, when 1. 
wrote, was already extiti.” There is ſomething fad and awful in 
the thought, yet, on the whole, ee r this tardy*— 
epiſtle preceded: my knowledge of her death: but it did not precede” 
(you will obſerve) the information of her dangerous und declitüng 
ſtate, which J conveyed in my laſt letter, and her anxious concern 
that ſhe ſhould never ſee or bear from me again. This idea, and 
the hard thoughts which you muſt entertain of me, preſs ſo much 
on my mind, that I muſt frankly acknowledge a ſtrange inexcuſable 
e on h I defire you would make no comment, and 
J ²˙ Io ee which 
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* for meaſare may icedunt. kor 5 in correſponding” 
with: you. The unpleaſant nature of buſinefs, and the apprehenſion 


of finding ſomething diſagreeable, tempted me to poſtpone from day 


to day, not only the anſwering, but even the opening, your penulti - 


mate epiſſle; and when I received your laſt, yeſterday morning, che 


 falef the former was ſtill unbroken. - - Ohlige me ſo far as to make 
no reſlections; my own may be. of ſervice to me. hereafter. - Thus 
far (except the laſt ſentence) I have run on with a ſort of melan- 
choly pleaſure,. and find my heart much. relieved by unfolding it to 
a friend. And the ſubjeR. ſo ſtrongly holds me, ſo much diſqualifies - 
me far ather.diſcourſe, either ſerious or pleaſant, that here I would 
- willingly ſtop, and reſerve all miſcellaneous matter for a ſecond vo- 
. lunteer.epiſtſe.. But we both know how frail- are promiſes, hom 
dangerous are delays, and there are ſome pecuniary ohjets on which 
I think it neceſlary to anemia though now tardys 
explanation. il: a It An 124 8 ee 29 #93 12% vt; 

1 do not return you any formal thanks for 90 E „ „% „ 
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- Thing telly » hundred things, to oy of opt of Sener On. of, 
our works, of mine, of my books in P of Lauſanne, 
of politics, Ke. &c. After this, ſome .epiſtolary debts; muſt and 
SHALL be paid; and to proceed with order, I have fixed this day 
_  fartnight (May twenty-fifth), for the date and diſpatch of your ſe- 
. cond epiſtle. Give me eredix /onee more. Pray does my Lady 
E ee eee grow! * 
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F welanchely event which. you have communicated, in your 
laſt obliging letter of the twenty-fourth of April, might indeed 
be too naturally feared and expected. If we conſult our reaſon, we 
can wiſh nothing better for ourſelves than the lot of that dear and 
valuable friend whom we have now loſt *. * A warm heart, a ſtrong 
and clear underſtanding, a moſt invaluable. happineſs of temper, 
which ſhewed her the agreeable or comfortable fide of every object, 
and every | ſituation ;. an eaſy competency, the reward of her own, 
attention; private friendſhip, general eſteem, a mature age, and a 
placid decline. But theſe rational motives of confolation are inſuf- 
| ficient to check a thouſand ſoft and fad remembrances that ruſh into, 
my mind ; the intimacy of a whole life; of mine, at leaſt, from the 
earlieſt dawn of my infancy ;| the maternal and aſbduous care of my 
health, and afterwards of my mind; the freedom and frequency, of 
our converſations ; the regret which I felt in our laſt ſeparation, and 
the hope, however faint and precarious, of ſeeing her again. Time 
alone can reconcile us to this irreparable loſs, and to his healing 
power 1 muſt recommend your grief, as well as my own... Ii 
cerely applaud her very proper and natural diſpoſal of her effects, 


and am proud of the pre-eminence which ſhe has allowed me in a 
lift of dear and worthy relations. : 5 © 


'T am too full of a fingle idea to expatiate, as 1 ſhould otherwiſe 
do, on indifferent matters ; yet not totally indifferent to my friends, 
eee My health is in general 


r 044 i Dad: 
11 perfectly 


(Fu 
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n good, and TR only 8 ſome en wits 


gout, which abate, however, in firength, ind are grown, 1 — 4 
leſs frequent. and laſting... The life. which I lead | 1s tempera 


yy tranquil, and the diſtemper itlelf f is not common in the 7 
: dryneſs of the climate. After a Jong trial, I can now approve my 


own chice of retiring to Switzerland.” My delightful habitation, at 


7 


once in town and ebuntry; my Hürary, and the ſcdery* of agreeable 


men and women; compoſe” a very eligible” plan of Rfe, 'which is 


ſhale With Very dew, ant e EF Its: 1 proſecute with" 
© eaſe, and regular diligence, the concluſion of my Hiſtory ; ; and, 46 
far as I can judge, 1 may hope to delfver it to the preſs in tlie courſe 


of next year. That important buſineſs will recal me 40 England,” 


_ detain me there ſome months ; and 1 ſhall 18 in Lhe por. 


teal v pants, ay 6a Your pater al figs ue - 


health and progrefs"of your very promiſing children. "May that, 


and every other denk, attend both yourſelf” and Lally Forten. 


| My friend M. Deyverdun deſires" to aſſure you of his reſpect and * 


good withes/! T am, dear Sir; moſt 1 Taro Hern fl 
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ee Since I | have oh page and ſome leiſure moments, 


11G Dj 


we may, as well N 15 friendly gopverle ihe, more dh, as the,, 


great letter to which 1 alluded is wonderfully eon and Waogpy: 


tain: the more ſo fikewiſe, as our correſpondence for ſome time paſt 


Ou of anabropt yyy talk of Shef- 


— 
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| Hell's works: they are of two ſorts : Primo, Two nymphs, whom 1 
much deſirę to ſee; the ſprightly Maria and the gentle Louiſa. I = 
perfectly repreſent them both in the eye of fancy; each of them 
| . accompliſhed. accgrding to her age and character, yet totally different 
in their external and internal forms. Secundo, Three pamphlets ; 
pamphlets. I ,cry you mercy ;. three weighty. treatiſes, almoſt as 
zuſeful as an inquiry into the ſtate. of che primitive church. And 
here let me juſtify, if I haye not before, my ſilence on a ſubject 


"which, we authors do not eaſily forgive. - The firſt, whoſe firſt ei- 


tions had ſeen the light before I left England, followed me here in 
a more complete condition; and that Treatiſe on the Ameriean Trade | 
has been read, judged; approved, and reported. The ſecond, on 

| Ireland, I have ſeen by accident the copy you ſent to Mr. Trevor, who 
paſſed laſt ſummer (eighty-fwe) here. The chird, and in my pre- 
ſent ſituation the moſt intereſting, on the French Commerce , I 
have not yet ſeen by any means whatſoever, and you who know 
What orders vou have given to Elmſly, or others, will beſt diſcern on 
whom ſhould be laid the fault and the blame. By the bye, Mrs. 
1 Trevor is no here, without her huſband, and I am juſt, going to 


ſeiee hex, about a mile out of town: ſhe is judged elegant and ami- 


able. But to return to your books, all that I have ſeen. muſt do you 
honour, and might do the public ſervice ; you are above the trifling 
decorations of ſtyle; but your ſenſe is ſtrong, your views im— 
partial, and your induſtry laudable. F find that your American | 
Tract is-juft tranflated into German. Do you ſtill correſpond with 
* „ * * If he could eſtabliſh a beneficial intercourſe between 
the two firſt nations in the world, 1 would excuſe him ſome little 
political tergiverſation. At ſome diſtance of time and place, choſe 
domeſtic ſquabbles loſe much of their importance; and though 1 
ee not forgive kim any breach of private friendſhip or conß- 


242 A witke—Lond Se 6 nt ymans a7 on French Commirce 


TE 4 4 * den ; 


—— 


b e bam bi af hs! choſe rathet to terre his f- 
_ | mily and his country, an do perle were in a hopeleſs and, is L. Mf 
pet, an upopular oppdſſtion. Tou have never told me clearly 
and correctly how you ſupport your inactive retreat from the Houſe 
df 'Commions; whether you have reſumed your long forgotten taſte 
for rural and demeſtic pleaſures, and Whether you have never caſt a 
lock towards Coventry, or ſome bthier borough equally pure and 
- reſpeQtble, *” Tn the Thort ſpace that is left I will only repeat more 
-SſtinMly, chat in the preſent contemplation of my work, June or 
July of nent year is the earlieſt term at Which I ban hope to ſee Eng- 
land; and if I have a fit of the gout I have indeed been free from 
che monſter lis laſt vrelvembatli 3 but be is moſt arbitrary and ca- 
pricidus. Of my on ſituation let me fay with truth chat it is tran- 
Jail; <afy, and well adapted to my character. All enthuſiaſm is 
no at an en; I fee thängs in their true light, and I applaud the 
judgment and dhvice' of any; retirement. I um well, happy, and 
iligent ; bar your kind hint of the London houſe is perfectly fuper- 
Huous; as inſtead of che ſpring, we muſt already read the funmer of 
ment ear, Do not be chldith or paſſionate ; truſt me, I with to 
uppear in England ; but it muſt be with my bock in my hand; and 
ee ge lene er e r re ll 
ger eder eee e 


{ * 3 


"You dee why, L bare delt a | Plank i in. «the FTA Pang . . 
begun 1 had no deſign of going beyond it; and mow, unleſs I have 
ſome extraordinary fit of diligenee and zeal, ſhall probably wait till 
the return of your epiſtle. A word before we part, about the leaſt 
unpleaſant of my buſineſs; my, library i in Downing-ftreet. | . Excuſe 
"the accidental derangement ; 11. mall f ſend for no-more books, and 
only beg vou to give them ſhelter in Jour uninhabited parlour till 
my arrival. "Two or three 1 mornings ; will ſuffice for perſonal review, 
and the ſubſequent ſteps. of ſale or wavel wilt wit properly be exe- 
tes under my-own 898 Once n more n 
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e asses „ laveszebs December nch, 116. 
'KECEIVED Four letter this morning (the 16th- inſtant), and an- 
ſwer it the ſame day. I am a ſad correſpondent, but it has been 
u conftant endeavour that my negligence thauld never affect che 
intereſt or happineſs of my friends. 
ON The report you ſo — W 1 
never could fix a particular day for dining with Lord Sheffield, nor 
ſhould I think of performing the journey in the winter month of 
February. The laſt autumn was the term which I had fixed in my 
hopes, and long ſince in my letters to him, It has been changed 
to next ſpring, and by the fpring I muſt now underſtand - the 
middle of the ſummer, which I can at preſent aſcertain with ſome 
confidence, from a nearet proſpect of the end of my work, which T 
ſhall bring over for the preſs. It will conſiſt of three more quarts 
volumes, ſomewhat, thinner, perhaps, than their predeceſſors; but as 
that difference cannot be enough to affect the price, it will be ſo 
much ſaved on the author's pains, and the printer's expences. I am 
| happy to underſtand the public entertain the ſame opinion of the 
paſt, and'the fame impatience for the remainder ; and, unleſs I am 
ſtrangely deceived, their expectation will not be diſappointed. ' The 
three laſt volumes are laboured at leaſt with equal diligence; they 
contain a longer period of time, and a far greater variety of events ; 
and the whole will compriſe a general ſeries of hiſtory, from the 
reign of Trajan and the Antonines, to the taking of Conftantinople 
by Mahomet the Second; with a review of Mahbmet and his ſuc- 
ceſſors, the Cruſades and the Turks, as far as in their utmoſt latitude 
they are connected with the fate of the Eaſtern or Weſtern Empire. 
With regard to our pecuniary arrangements, T PETE 1 that 
vol. I. 44 c we 
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we ſhall "RED no more difficulties now than heretofore ; that you 
will cheerfully aſſign the ſame value to the three younger as to the 
three elder brothers; and that ſo important a tranſaction will have 
been concluded in the firſt inſtance by three minutes of converſa- 
tion, and in the ſecond by three lines of a letter; a memorable ex- 
- ample in the annals of authors and bookſellers. If you agree with 
me on this ſubject, you may provide paper, "Bec. as ſoon 25 you 
pleaſe. in the ſpring, in the full confidence of ſeeing me with my 
book in the ſummer; and I ſhould not be ſorry to learn what time 
(in uſing the utmoſt expedition) would be ſufficient for printing, 
and how late you: would conſent to publiſh in the enſuing ſpring, 

At this moment, when I am ſtraining every nerve to conclude my 
+ living: labours, I am ill-diſpoſed to loſe any time in the dull dead 
work of correcting a new edition. When I am in England, quiet 
in the country, there would be room and kifure for a complete re- 
viſion; and I ſhould have no objection to place at the end of the 

ſixth volume a ſtring of amendments and improvements, which 
hereaſter might be inſerted in their proper places. We ſhall like- 

- wiſe have .occaſion for a good and general index to the whole, 

I ſincerely condole with you in your various loſſes: Roſe and 
88 were indeed valuable men. For myſelf, you will rejoice to 
hear that J am ſatisfied with my Swiſs retirement; and that, except 
ſome mild and tranſient fits of the gout, I enjoy as much health and 
happineſs as is compatible with the lot of man. I expect with much 
impatience Dr. Robertſon's improved edition. There are three ox 
four bqoks which I ſhould like to have without delay : that work, 
Pennant's Arctic Zoology, White's Sermons (the Arabic profeſſ or), 
the Annual Regiſters ſince, the year 1782. Wich Elmſley s aſſiſt- 
ance (he is a fad dog, but I will write to him ſoon) could you not 
incloſe them in a ſmall box, with any other recent publications of 
merit, and diſpatch them inſtantly by ſome more coſtly and expedi- 
tious mode of conveyance? | J am, moſt er yours. 5 
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Lavs xu, January 2oth, 1787. 
Ken! ſome fallies 6f wrath, you 10 at length to have ſubſided 
in ſullen ſilence, and T muſt confeſs not totally without reaſon. 
Yet if your mind be Rill open to truth, you will confeſs that IJ am 
not ſo black as I appear. 1. Your Lordſhip has ſhewn much leſs 
activity and eloquence than formerly, and your laſt letter was an 
anſwer to mine, which I had expected ſome time with impatience. 
Bad examples are dangerous to young people. 2. Formerly T have 
neglected anſwering your epiſties on eſſential, though unpleaſant, 

; buſineſs ; : and the res-publica or privata may have ſuffered by 
my ne leck. Suppoſin ing "therefore we had no tranſactions, why 
Wande! 15 write ſo often? To exchange ſentimental compliments, or 

to relate the various and important tranſactions of tlie republic of 
Lauſanne, 'As long as I do not inform you of my death, you have 
good grounds to believe me alive and well. You have a general, 
and will ſoon have a more particular idea of my ſyſtem and arrange- 
ment here. One day glides away after another in tratiquil uni. 
formity. | Every object muſt have ſides and moments leſs luminous 
than others but, upon the whole, the life and the place which T have 
choſen are moſt happily adapted to my « character and circumſtances; 
and T can now repeat, at the end of three years, what I ſoon and 
fi incerely affirmed, that never, in a ſingle inſtant, have 1 repented of 
my ſcheme of retirement to Lauſanne ; a retirement which was 
judged by my belt and wiſeſt friend a project little ſhort of inſanity; 

The Place, the people, the climate, have anſwered or exceeded my 
warmeſt expectations. And though I truly rejoice in my approach- 
ing viſit to England, Mr. Pitt, were he your friend and mine, would 
not find it an eaſy taſk to prevent my return. 3. And now let me add 
ke 4 Q 2 ga chird 
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rr which afies diverted a 3 my 
impatience to {ce you. this next ſummer. I am building a great 
book, which, beſides the three ſtories already expoſed to the public 
eye, will have three ſtories more before we reach the roof and 
battlements. You too have built or altered a great Gothic caſtle 
with baronial battlements, Did you finiſh it within the time you 
intended? As that time drew near, did you not find a thouſand 
nameleſs; and unexpected works that "muſt be performed; each of 
them. calling for a portion of time and labour ?. and had you not de- 
ſpiſed, nobly deſpiſed, the minute diligence, of finiſhing, fitting up,. 
and. furniſhing the apartments, you would have diſcovered a new 
Train of indiſpenſable buſineſs. Such, at. leaſt, has been my caſe, 
A long while ago, when I contemplated the diſtant proſpect of my 
| work, I gave you and myſelf ſome hopes of landing i in- England laſt 
autumn; but, alas! when autumn grew near, b hills began to riſe on 
bills, Alps on Alps, and. I found my journey far more tedious, and 
toilſome than I had imagined. When I look back on the length 
the undertaking, and the variety of materials, I cannot accuſe, or 
ſuffer, myſelf to be accuſed of idleneſs ; yet it appeared that unleſs L 
| doubled my diligence, another year, and perhaps more, would elapſe 
_ before I could embark with my complete manuſcript... Under theſe 
circumſtances I took, and am ſtill executing, a bold and meritoriou 
reſolution. - The mornings. in winter, and in a country of early 
- dinners, are very conciſe ;. to them, my. uſual period of ſtudy, L 
now frequently add the Nenings, renounce cards and ſociety, refuſe 
the; moſt agreeable evenings, or perhaps make my. appearance at a 
nate ſupper. By this extraordinary induſtry, which I never Prac- 
tiſed before, and to which I hope never to be again reduced, I ſee the 
laſt part of my Hiſtory growing apace under my hands; all my 
materials are collected and arranged; I can exactly compute, by the 
ſquare foot, or the ſquare page, all that remains to be done; and af- 
ter concluding text and notes, after a general review of my time 


"Rover 


& * »-»> 
* 


EDwWanD GIBBON Eſquite.” 669 


and my ground, I now can deciſively aſcertain the ſinal period of 
the Decline and Fall, and can boldly promiſe that I will dine with 
you at Sheffield-Place in the month of Auguſt, or perhaps of July, 
in the prefent year; within leſs than a twelyemonth of the tern 
which I had looſely and originally fixed; and perhaps it would not 
be eaſy to find a work of that fize and importance in which the 
workman has ſo tolerably kept his word with himſelf and the public> 
But in this ſituation, oppreſſed with this particular object, arid ſteal- 
ing every hour from my amuſement, to the fatigue of the pen, and 
the eyes, you will conceive, or you might conceive,” how little ſto- 
mach T have for the epiſtolary ſtyle; and that inſtead of idle, though 
friendly, correſpondence, I think it far more agreeable to employ: 
my time in the eſſectual meaſures that may haſten and exhilarate our 
perſonal interview. About a month ago E had a voluntary, and not 
unpleaſing, epiftle from Cadell; he informs me that he is going to 
print a new octavo edition, the former being exhauſtet; and that the 
public expect with impatience the concluſion of that excellent work, 
whoſe reputation increaſes every day, &c. I anſwered him by the 
return of the poſt, to inform him of the period and extent of my 
labours, and to expreſs a reaſonable hope that he would ſer the fame 
value on the three laſt as he had done on the three former volumes, 
Should we conclude in this eaſy manner a tranſaction fo. honourable 
to the author and bookſeller, my way is clear and open before me; 
in pecuniary matters I think I am alfured for the reſt of my life of 
never troubling my friends, or being troubled myſelf; a ſtate to 
which I aſpire, and which I indeed deſerve, if not t by my manage- 
ment, at leaſt by moderation. 

In your laſt, you talk more of the French treaty hos of yourſelf 
and your wife and family; a true Engliſh quid nunc For my part, 
in this remote, inland, neutral country, you will ſuppoſe, that after 
a light glance on the papers, I have neither had the means nor the 
inclination to think very deeply about it. As a citizen of the world, 
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a character to Which Jam every day riſing or finking, I muſt rejoice 
in every agreement that diminiſhes the ſeparation between neigh- 
bouring countries, which ſoftens their prejudices, unites their in- 
tereſts and induſtry, and renders their future hoſtilities leſs frequent 
and leſs implacable. With regard to the preſent'treaty, I hope both 
nations are gainers;' ſince otherwiſe it cannot be laſting ; and ſuch 
double mutual gain is ſurely poſſible: in fair trade, though it could 
not eaſily happen We v, fen rf e- war and gaming. 
* aj 31» l Gren N * 
8311 +l „ % What a delightful. 4 have theſe great 
8 of, * ſince, my departure! without power, and, as 
far as I can ſee, without hope: When we meet I ſhall adviſe you 
to digeſt all your political and commercial knowledge, (England, Ire- 
land, France, America,) and, with ſome attention to ſtyle and order, 
to make the whole a claſſic book, which may preſerve your name 
and benefit Four country. I know not whether you have ſeen Sir 
Henry Clinton ſince his return: he paſſed a day with me, and 
ſeemed pleaſed with my reception and place. We talked over you 
and the American war. I embrace the lent my Lady and the two 
honvumbletMides, whom en to e e Alien 
nenen r Fe RY ite Burt 55: Ni . 2 


Though. lc can part with. land, you 4 1 cannot part with books: 
the remainder of my library has ſo long embarraſſed your room, 
that i it may now awal my pielence and final judgment. Has my 
Lady read a novel intitled Caroline de Litchfield, of our home ma- 
nufacture; 1 may lay of ours, fince Deyverdun and myſelf were 
the judges and patrons of the manuſeript. The author, who is ſince 
married a ſecond time, (Madanie de Crouſaz, now Montolieu,) is a 
charming woman. 1 was in fome danger. Once more, bar a long 
fit of the gout, and the Eider will land at Dover e the end 
of July.” "Alien. | ISAT 344 5 
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Mii Cindi Emir to Mr. canin, London. 


DEAR SIR, i 5 | ” Laviannt, February 24th, 1987. 


I An perfectly ſatisfied with your's and Mr. Strahan's cheerful and 
liberal aſſent to my propoſal, and am glad to find that your part- 
ner has not degenerated from his worthy father, whoſe loſs I ſin- 
 cerely lament. The ſole remaining difficulty (of the volumes falling 
below the guinea price) it is unneceſſary for the preſent to diſcuſs, 
as I think it unlikely to happen. As I am reſolved to finiſh and reviſe 
the work before I leave Lauſanne, it will depend on yourſelf to ar- 
range your preparations of paper, &c. in ſuch a manner that we 
may loſe no time, but go to preſs the firſt week after my arrival. 
But in the mean while I wiſh you to reflect and inquire; iſt, In 
how many.months the impreſſion of the three volumes may be com- 
pleted, , either with ordinary or extraordinary diligence. And, 
2dly, How late in next year you would be deſirous or willing to 
publiſh. On my reviſal I may find more alterations and improve 
ments to make than I at preſent foreſee; I may be diſabled by a fit 
of the gout ; and your ſpeedy anſwer will inform me of the utmoſt 
latitude in which I may be indulged, without totally diſconcerting our 
common intereſt. You probably agree with me in the neceſſity of 
a good general index for the ſix volumes. If you are poſſeſſed of 
an intelligent workman, he might without delay take. in hand the 
© firſt three volumes; but in that caſe I muſt deſire him to ſend me as 
ſoon as poſſible a bort ſpecimen by the poſt. I have thought on the 
ſudbject of index-making, and can give him ſome advice, which will 
ä abridge the ſize, without impairing the uſe and value of his alpha- 
betical table, By a letter of the thirteenth inſtant, Elmſley informs 
me that he is on the point of 85 the books; and I hope to 


have 
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| hare RR here bifore the end of next month, I propoſe writing 
to him very ſoon; but as the events of life are uncertain, it may be 
ſafer to anſwer his queſtion through your channel: The author of 
4 Caroline (Madame de Crouſaz) is now become Madame la Ba- 
« ronne de Montolieu by ſecond marriage, and has other cares and 
* pure beſides thoſe of writin writing. Her pen is not idle, but her 
ew ſchemes of romance are not in any degree of forwardneſs 
1e or maturity. Perhaps an handſome propoſal from an Engliſh 
8 * bookſeller might ſtimulate her diligence.” I am fincerely yours. 


15 our ſtyle of negoclation it is almoſt ſuperfluous to fay that 1 
| reſerve . r of whe for good, and my friends. 2 
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Lapoanady hu 20, 1787. 


15 BEGIN. to bore that if I wait till I could atchieve a juſt and 
fatisfaftory epiſtle, equally pleaſant and inſtructive, you would 

bare a poor chance of hearing from me. I will therefore content 
mylelf with a ſimple anſwer to a queſtion, which (I love to believe) 
. repeat with ſome impatience: When may we expect you in 
| England ?” My great building is, as it were, completed, and 
ſome flight ornaments, the painting and glazing of the laſt finiſhed 
rooms may be diſpatched without inconvenience in the autumnal 
reſidence of Sheffield-Place. It is therefore my ſincete and peremp- 
tory intention to depart from Lauſanne about the twentieth of July, 
| and to find myſelf (me trouver) in London on or before the glorious 
firſt of Auguſt. I know of nothing that can prevent it but a fit of 
eue gout, the capricious tyrant, who obeys no laws either of time 
or i 785 ; mae © ö are we cireumſtqnced, that fuch a fit, 
if 
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u h came late, and laſted long, would effeQually diſable me from 

coming till next ſpring; ſince thereby I ſhould loſe the ſeaſon, the 
monſoon, for the impreſſion of three quarto volumes, which will 
require nine months (a regular parturition), and cannot advantage - 
ouſly appear after the beginning or middle of May. At the ſame 
time do not be apprehenſive that I mean to play you a dog's trick. 
From a thouſand motives it is my with to come over this year: the 
deſire of ſeeing you, and the filent ſullen my Lady; the family ar- 
rangements, diſcharge of ſervants, which I have already made; the 
ſtrong wiſh of ſettling my three youngeſt- children in a manner 
honourable to them and beneficial to their parents. Much miſcella- 
neous matter riſes to my pen, but I will not be tempted to turn the 
leaf. Expect me therefore at Sheffield- Place, with ſtrong mne | 
about the tn of e e un. 


rens, cen e, to s, Honurabl Lord Snare, 


Laval, July 21K, 977 


Tou tyentlem of © fa is paſt, and I am ſtill at Lauſanne; but 
the march of heavy bodies, ſuch as armies and hiſtorians, can 
ſeldom be foreſeen or fixed to. a preciſe day. Some particular rea- 
ſons have engaged me to allow myſelf another week; and the day 
of my departure is now (I belizve) determined for Sunday the twenty 
vinth inſtant. You know the road and the diſtanee. I am no rapid 
Engliſh. traveller, and my ; ſervant is not accuſtomed to ride poſt, I 
was never fond of deeds of darkneſs, and if the weather be hot, we 
muſt repoſe in the middle of the day. Yet the roads are in general 
good: between ſun and fan the interval is long; and, barring the 
accidents of winds and waves, I think it poſſible to reach London 
in ten or twelve days; vis. on or before the ninth of Auguſt, With 
VOI. 1. e your 


n l "TERS ro ab PROM : 
' your ave Mut 50s will ſcarce underſtand: how 1 . this 


eaſy journey with ſome degree of reluctance and apprehenſion; but 
after a tranquil ſedentary life of four years, (having lain but u ſingle 


night out of my own' bed) 1 {ſee mountains and monſters in the: 
way; and ſo happy do 1 feel myſelf at home, that nothing but the 


ſtrongeſt calls of friendſhip and intereſt could drag me from hence. 


Lou ingeniouſly propoſe that I ſhould turn off at Sittingbourn, and 


ſeem to wonder what buſineſs I can find, or make, for an immediate 
reſidence in the capital. Have you totally forgot that I bring over 
three quarto-youmes for the preſs? and are you ignorant that not a 


moment muſt be loſt, if we are deſirous of appearing at a proper ſeaſon; 
and that I muſt ſet the machine in motion before I can ſecede to Shef- 


field-Place with an eafy mind, and for a reaſonable term? Of this be 
aſſured, that I ſhall not be leſs impatient tlian yourſelf, and that, of hu- 


man two-legged animals, yourſelf and yours are the firſt whom I ſhall 


wiſh to ſee in England, . For myſelf, I do not regret the occupancy 


of Downing-ſtreet; in my firſt viſit to London, a lodging or hotel 


in the Adelphi will be more convenient; but I have ſome anxiety. 


about my books, and muſt try whether I can approach thoſe holy 


relics, without offending the delicacy of an amiable. Ducheſs. Our 
interview is ſo near, that I have little more to add, except a "caution 
about my own concerns, in which you will confeſs, that from 
and ——, to ——, I have been generally unlucky. If any thing 1 


8 remains, „ preſent or füline, it muſt be agitated and decided; but all 
retroſpects are uſeleſs and painful, and we have fo many pleaſant 


ſubjects of converſation, that all ſueh odious matters may be buried 
in oblivion. Adieu. I embrace my Lady and Louiſa, but T no 


longer preſume, even on paper, to embrace the blooming Mart. 
Ever _ 1 jan aps 
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u 24:7 Abe Hotel; Aug 8th, 1787. 
; EO eu debt This day (Auguſt the ſeventh) 
the celebrated E. G. arrived with a numerous retinue (one ſer- 
vant). We hear that he has brought over from Lauſanne the re- 
mainder of his Hiſtory for immediate publication. The poſt had 
left town before my arrival. I am pleaſed, but indeed aſtoniſhed, to 
find myſelf in London, after a journey of ſix hundred miles, and 
hardly yet conceive how I had reſolution to undertake it. I find 
_ myſelf not a little fatigued,” and have devoted this hot day to pri- 
vacy and repoſe,” without having ſeen any body except Cadell and 
Elmſley, and my neighbour Batt, whoſe civility amounts to kind- | 
neſs and real friendſhip. ' But you may depend on it, that inſtead of 
ſauntering in town, or giving way to every temptation, I will diſ- 
patch my neceſſary work, and haſten with impatience to the groves - 
of Sheffield-Place ; a project ſomewhat more rational than the haſty 
turbulent viſit which your vigour had imagined. If you come up 
to quicken my diligence we ſhall meet the ſooner ; but I ſee no ap- 
pearance of my leaving town before the end of next week. I em- 
brace, : &c. Adieu. | 


Ne CXCIIL 

Tbe Same to the Same. 

25 te | 4% | | FT Monday Afternoon 1787. 
PRECIPITATE, I inconvenience! Alas! ! alas! I am a poor mi- 
ſerable cripple, confined to my chair. Laſt Wedneſday evening I 


felt ſeme lying RO of the gout: for two ſucceeding days I 
412 | | ""__ 
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| Aruggled bravely and' went in a | chair to dine with Batt and Lord | 
Loughborough: but on Saturday 1 yielded to my conqueror.” 1 
have now paſſed three weariſome days without amuſement, and 
three miſerable nights without fleep. Vet my acquaintance are cha- 
ritable; and as virtue ſhould never be made too difficult, I feel that a 
man has more friends i in Pall-mall than in Bentinck-ſtreet.. This fit i is, 
_ remarkably painful; the enemy is poſſeſſed of the left foot and knee, 
and how far he may carry the war God only knows. Of futurity 
it is impoſſible to ſpeak; but it will be fortunate if I am able to 
leave town by the end, not of this, but of the enſuing week, What 
may be the future progreſs, whether flow or rapid, fluctuating or 


teady, time alone will determine; and to that maſter of human 


knowledge I muſt leave our Bath journey. Pity me, magnanimous 
Baron; pity me, tender females; pity me, Swiſs exile ; and be- 


eve me, it is far better to be learning Engliſh at Uckfield. I write 
with difficulty, as the leaſt motion or conſtraint in my attitude is 


repeated by all che nerves and finews in my knee. But you ſhall 
eee op Ee ade n. 
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3 | STE it Bar n, December 18th, 1787. 
8 551 alas! alas! 1 1 the deſigns of 
This is now the eighteenth of December, preciſely one 

3 1 my departure from Sheffield-Place; and it was firmly 


my wiſh, my hope, my reſolution, that after diſpatching ſome need- 


ful K in London, and ws png a wg oY at Bath, I 
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ould by this 4 be reſtored to the tranquil leiſure, and friendly 
ſociety, of Sheffield-Place.. /A' cruel tyrant has diſconcerted all my 
plans; my buſineſs in town has been neglected, my attendance at 
Bath is juſt begun, and my return is yet diſtant. I was not a little 
_ edified to hear of ſome expreſſions of regret and diſcontent on my 
departure ; and though I am not able to. produce as good evidence, 
you will perhaps believe that in the ſolitude of a London lodging 1 
often railed at the gout for maliciouſly delaying his attack till I was 
removed from a place where my ſufferings would have been allevi- 
| ated by every kind and comfortable attention. 1 grew at laſt ſo 
deſperately impatient, as to reſolve on immediate flight, without 
waiting till I had totally expelled the foe, and recovered my ſtrength. 
I performed the journey with tolerable eaſe, but the motion has agi- 
rated the remains of the humour. I am very lame,, and a end 
it may poſſibly | be the puniſhment of my raſhneſs. 
| As yet I have ſeen nothing of Bath except Mrs. G——; and 8 | 
neſs, as well as propriety, will confine me very cloſely to her. Lord 
Sheffield, with Mrs. Holroyd and Maria, dined with us yeſterday. 
We begin to throw out hints of the ſhortneſs of our ſtay, and in- 
diſpenſable buſineſs ; and, unleſs I ſhould be confined by the gout, 
_ It is reſolved, in our 2 — to leave Bath on Thurſday the "I; 
fixth, and paſſing through Lord Loughborough's and town,.to 
at Shetheld-Place, moſt aſſuredly, before the end of the year. For 
my own part I can ſay with truth, that did not the preſs. loudly. de- 
mand my preſence, I could, without a ſigh, allow the Ducheſs to 
reign in Downing-ftreet. the greateſt part of the winter, and ſhould 
be happy in the ſociety of two en. (no common bleſſing) whom 
I love, and by whom I am belovet. 

Adieu, dear Madam, and bein, me, wid the affedion of * 
friend and a brother, ever un, | | 
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novo you have now bien ſome time in London, yet as 1 heard 
of your welfare by different channels, and as I know from expe- 
. | rience how much a man has'to do who i is printing t three quartos, « even 
ter he thinks they are altogether ready for the preſs, T have hitherto 
forborne to interrupt you by any letter or inquiry of mine. But 
| mere is ſuch a general impatience to ſee your new publication among 
. people of letters here; and, as your friend! I am fo frequently i in⸗ 
Fen | e. about the feng: it has advanced, and the time when it 
Will appear, chat I begin to be aſhamed of knowing nothing more 
about it than other people. I muſt requeſt of you then to furniſh 
N mue with ſuch information as may both preſerve my credit, and gra- 
VVZZV my own curioſity. My expectations from this part of your 
1 work are, indeed, very high. Tour materials begin to improve, and 
1 are certainly much more copious than during a great part of thg pe 
| riod you have gone through.” You have three or four eve "as 
and ſplendid, and fingular, as the heart of an hiſtorian could "55 
E to delineate. The contemporary writers will furniſh you wich 9 
ll the neceſlary facts. To adorn them as elegant writers, or to ac- 
count for them a8 3 never entered in into their heads. This 
they have left to ou. 245 
5 5 Since you went to the continent I have not done ſo Much 6 8 a 
EE ..  * - wiked Ny health, until lately, has been more ſhattered ; and as 
—_—_ I advance in life, (I am now fixty-fix,) though my faculties, I ima- 
=P : zine, are Rill entire, yet I find my mind leſs active and ardent, © 1- 
| have, however, finiſhed a very careful reviſe of all my works, And 
9 Fe. them the laſt poliſh they: will receive Seer my hand. 1 
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EDbWaRD GIBBON: bie. A 


1 bl and in the Hiſtory of 5 
+ _ Scotland pretty conſiderable” ones. I have defired Mr. Strahan to 
| ſend to you a copy of them uniformly bound, and hope you will | 
accept of them, as a memorial of my eſteem and affection. Tou 
woill fee that I have got in Mr. Whitaker an adverſary ſo bigotted 
and zealous, that though I have denied no article of faith, and am 
at leaſt as orthodox as he himſelf, yet he rails againſt me with all | 
the aſperity of theological hatred. I ſhall adhere to my fixed : 
maxim of making no reply. May I hope that when you ſee Lord . T6 
Loughborough you will remember me to him with kindneſs and re- 
ſpe. Our friend Mr. Smith, whom we were in great danger of 
loſing, is now almoſt perfectly re- eſtabliſned. I have the honour to 
be, with great —.— Jun moſt faithful humble ſervant, 
WILLIAM ROBERTSON. 


Ne CXCVI. | 
EDwarD G1BBON Eſſuire to the e Right Honourable Lord SHEFFIELD. 
a | | Downi1nG-STREET, June il. 1788. 
I NSTEAD we the Hiſtorian you receive à ſhort letter, in your eyes 
an indiſpenſable tribute. This day, at length, after long delay 4 
and frequent expoſtulation, I have received the writi ngs, which 1 
am now in the act of ſigning, ſealing, and delivering, according to 
the lawyer's directions. ER Roll Hes Dis CE RO RP 4 
+ '*' #* „l long to be at Sheffield- Place. You 
ſee my departure is not poſtponed a moment by idleneſs or pleaſure, 
but the preciſe day ſtill hangs on contingencies, and we muſt all be 
patient, if our wiſhes ſhould. be thwarted: I fay our wiſhes, for I © 
ſincerely defire to be with you. I have had many dinners, ſome 
ſplendid and memorable, with Haſtings: laſt Thurſday, with the 
Prince of Wales next Tueſday at Craufurd's. But the town empties, 
Texier is ſilent, and in an evening, I defiderate the reſources of a 
| | family 
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family or a club. Caplin has finiſhed: the ee ee 2 

ſeven majeſtic boxes will abdieate on Monday your hall. :Severy 
has likewiſe diſpatched his affairs, and ſecured his companion Clarke, 

who is arrived in town; but his ſchemes are abridged by the inexo- 

rable rigour of Lord Howe, who has aſſured our great and fair in- 

terceſſors, chat by the King's order the dock-yards are ſhut againſt- - 

all ſtrangers. We therefore give up Portſmouth; and content our- 

- ſelves with two ſhort trips; one to Stowe and Oxford, the other to 

| Chatham; and if we can catch a launch and review, encore vit on-. 
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3" We Dowurnc-srAsr, Saturday. 
- Accor to your Jaiwertans law I write a line, to poſtpone 
my arrival till Friday, or perhaps Saturday, but I hope Friday, 
and I promiſe you that not a moment ſhall be waſted. And now let 
me add a. cool word. as to my final departure, which is 
ed between the teath and fifteenth of July. e full and 
pe. enjoyment of each other's ſociety, let us ſubmit, without a 
ſtruggle, to roaſon and fate. It would be idle to pretend buſineſs at 
Lauſanne; but a complete year will elapſe before my return. Severy 
and myſelf ate now expected with ſome impatience. I am thank- 
ful for your hoſpitable entertainment 3 but 1 1 Tout to ae 
Homer's admirable precept: 
eee eee e 
Fa therefore, ſpare yourſelf, the trouble of a fruttleſs conteſt, 
in which, according to a great author, I foreſee” a certain loſs of 
time, and a probable loſs of temper. I believe we ſhall e OW 
e Sade. Fe Adieu. 
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: 1 HAVE but a moment 8 my return home and my dreſſing, 

and heartily tired I am; for I am now involved in the horrors of 

| ſhopping, packing, &c. yet I muſt write four lines, to prevent a growl, . 
which might ſalute the arrival of an empty - handed poſt on Sunday. 
I hope the whole caravan, Chriſtians and Pagans, arrived in good 
health at the caſtle ; that the turrets begin to riſe to the third heaven; 
that each has found a proper occupation; and that Tuft * enjoys the 
freedom and felicity of the lawn. . Yeſterday the auguſt ſcene was 
| cloſed for this year, Sheridan ſurpaſſed himſelf; and though I am 
far from conſidering him as a perfect orator, there were many beau- 
tiful paſſages in his ſpeech, on juſtice, filial love, &c.; one of 
the cloſeſt chains of argument I ever heard, to prove that Haſtings 
was reſponſible for the acts of Middleton; and a compliment, much 
admired, to a certain Hiſtorian of your acquaintance, Sheridan, in 
the goſe of his ſpeech, ſunk into Burke's arms; but I called this 
morning, he is perfectly well. I fear that I ſhall not be able to dine 
at home a ſingle day. To-morrow Severy and myſelf go to Bull 
I hope to be with you by Sunday the twenty-ſecond inſtant, The 
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DEAR Siu. ee e 1 1788. 

| Lene before this I ſhould have acknowledged the receipt of your 

1 moſt acceptable preſent ; but for ſeveral weeks I have been af- 
flicted with a violent fit of deafneſs, and that unſocial malady is ahrays. 5 


| . {VETS * Lady Sheffield's lap-dog. 1 
vox. . 48 8 „ 
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lpia - Weh a degree of langor, as renders" even the 


writing of a letter an effort. | During my ſolitude the peruſal of your 
book has been my chief amuſement and conſolation. I have gone 
1 through it once with great attention, and am now advanced to the 


ſt volume in my ſecond reading. I veatured to predict the ſuperior 
excellence of the volumes lately publiſhed, and I have not been 4 ; 


_- falſe prophet. Indeed, when I conſider the extent of your under 


taking, and the immenſe labour of hiſtorical and philoſophic re- 


. | ſearch requiſite towards executing every part of it, E am aſtoniſhed 
N chat all this ſhould have been accompliſhed by one man. I know 
vdo example, in any age or nation, of ſuch a vaſt 20 of valuable 


and elegant information communitated by any individ I feel, 
however, ſome degtee of mortification mingled with. 25 . 
ment. Before you began your hiſtoric career, I uſed to pride myſelf 


| in being at leaſt the moſt induſtrious hiſtorian of the. age z but now, 
| alas! 1 can pretend no longer even to that praiſe, and muſt fay, as } 
; Pliny. did of his uncle, Si comparer illi ſum deſrdiofeſſrmaus. Your 
ſtyle appears to me improved i in theſe : new volumes ; by the habit 
- of writing, you. write with greater eaſe,” Iam ſorry to find ur 


1 1 


ideas on the effects of the Cruſades do not Altogether. coincides” 


Ty egpſidered bat point with great care, and cannot help thinking ill 
that my opinion. was well founded. I ſhall conſult the autho- 
rities to which I refer; for when my ſentiments differ from yours,, 
T have ſome reaſon. to diſtruſt them, and I may poſſibly trouble you- 
with a letter on the ſubjeQ. * am much flattered with the manner 
in which you have ſo often mentioned- my name. Letus ſum lau- 
' dari a te laudato uro. E feel much fatixfaQtion in having been di- 
| ſtinguiſhed by the two hiſtorians of my own times, 1 favour- 
: able opinion I was, moſt ambitious of obtaining. 


yy hope this letter may find you il) 3 in England. g When. vou wil 
turn to Lauſanne, permit me to recommend to your good « offices my 


| youngeſt ſon, who is now at Yverdun on account of his health, and 
ves with M. Herman, 4 clergyman there. Lou will find the 


EDWARD: GIBBON! Eſquire. 683 

Jong Raw” et yon can rely on the partial retimony of 4 father) 85 
ſenſible, modeſt, and well-bred, and though no great ſcholar, he 
has ſeen much; having returned from India, where he ſerved laſt 
war, by Baſſora, Bagdat, Mouſſul, and Aleppo. He is now a Cap- 
tain in the twenty- third regiment. If you have any friend at Ter- 
dun, be ſo good as to recommend him. It will do him credit 
to have your countenance. I have deſired him to pay his reſpects 
to you at Lauſanne. yy 5 n | 1 ever am nme 
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li FRIEND,” h 2,412]  Rotnnvrcn, December tot, 1768. 


por ten thonfand apologits to make, for not having long ago 


returned you thy belt thanks for the very agreeable preſent you 


made me of the "three" laſt volumes of your Hiſtory, I catinot e. 


preſs to You the pleaſure it gives me to find, that by the Univerſal 
of every man of taſte and leurning, whom 1 either know of 
correſpond with, it ſets you at the very head of the Whole liteg 


tribe at preſent exiſting in Europe. Tever am, my dear frietitl oft 
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derb v. much Wa nb of af Mate were J not fatif- 
fied that you have received a recent and favourable account” of me 


frown ſome'sf our friend who babe fte his price fies my 264 


482 turn. 


r den ech fon. gane 
kind and ſeaſonable withes, which, I can return with equal ſincerity. 


I do not propoſe making any improvements or corrections in the 
co ctavo edition which you meditate: ſome ſlight alterations would give 


*. 


| LETTERS. 10 AND FROM | 


me mate trouble than pleaſure. A thorough reviſion of the whole 


work would be the labour of many months; it may be the amuſe-- 


ment of my old age, and will be a valuable legacy, to renew your 


copy-right at the expiration of the laſt fourteen years. In the mean, 
while, ſome expedition may be uſeful to guard your property from 
the unenpected invaſion of forcign pirates, Eight volumes in octavo 
are already printed at Baſil, and the remainder is expected every day. 


I am both glad and ſorry to inform you, . that| the type is neat, the 


not forgotten.  Beforg a year has elapſed. from, the time of 
t 


paper tolerable, and the text wonderfully correct. I hear of another 


Engliſh edition in Saxony, and of two French tranſlations advancing 
with ſpeed and emulatiqn at Paris. Of the ſucceſs, of the work at 
home vou are beſt qualified, and moſt intereſted, to judge; and I 
em happy to find that you expreſs yourlelf, with ſome reſerve, fell 
fied with. the, fale, From ſome reports of angry ariticiſins, and from 
the uſe and abuſe of my name in the papers, 1 perceive that 


my Hiſtory, will have been peruſed by ſome thouſand rale 1 : 
Nous charatera and ungerftandings.. Nach will probably find: 


ſomething to blame, and 1 hope ſomething to commend ;. and the 


balance of thelr private judgments will fix the public eſtimate of its: 
merit and reputation. Since my return I have been, as I promiſe- 


in the preface, very buſy an very idle in my library : ſeveral. ideal. 


works have been embraced and thrown afide 5 but if the warm 


weather hotl ripen any project to form and maturity, you may: 
depend on the earlieſt intelligence. I have received a very friendly 
and flattering letter from Dr, Robertſon, and have had, the pleaſure- 


of .ſhewing ſome; civilities to his ſon. during his reſidence. in this. - 


2 n 


nen, 


place, CO RT OY, : 


8 
mY 


- . i = 


h no man more ſincerely intereſted in his welfare than myſelf, 1 
beg you will preſent my compliments to all our friends, particularly to 
Mr. Strahan and Dr. Gillies, Tell Elmſley, that T have received with 
due contrition, his /hird letter: unleſy you are ſpeedy, my anſwer 
run e mg Nr ep ey I am moſt faithfully yOu” N 
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DEAR MAD AN. i, 


Av with more concern than 3 your kind notification 
of my poor uncle's departure, My own knowledge of his many 


valuable qualities teaches me to ſympathize in your loſs ; but his long, 


infirmities and gradual decay muſt have prepared you for the melan- 
choly event, and your own reaſon will ſuggeſt the beſt and ſtrongeſt mo- 


tives of conſolation 5 among theſe is your regatd for the amiable chil 


dren whom he has lefi behind. Your labours for their future happineſs. 
will be aſſiſted by all your friends, who are attached to his memory; 
add for my own part, I beg leave to aſſure you, that on every occa- 
fion 1 ſhall confidet them as my near and dear relations. When I 
bad laſt the pleaſure of ſeeing Charlotte at Kenſington, I was de- 
lighted with her innocent cheerfulneſs, with her aſſiduous care of. 
her poor father, and with an appearance'of ſenſe and diſcretion far 


beyond Her years, '' How happy mould I think myſelf; if I had a 


dautzhter of her atze and diſpoſition, who in 4 ſhort time would be 
qualified to govern my family, l err yer r n 
in the decline of life f 9 fad 

Tou will, I am fure, 10 f i hes, ine ey ses i Laws 


ſanne continues, almoſt in every reſpect, as agreeable as L could wiſh... 


The only circumſtance which embitters my happineſs,. is the declin-- 


ing health of my, friend Monſ. Deyverdun. I cannot long flatter- 
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"DEAR $18, RS een, hen His . 1790. 
* $HouLd' ißdeed be — "Fl my long neglect of your 
laſt obliging letter, had it not reached me in a moment of pain 
and weakneſs, in à fit of che gout,\ the longeſt and moſt ſevere "4 
J have ever known. fo, letter with me is no trifling ente 
\ and þefore 1 could find ſtren , and time, and reſolution, $4 % o- 
1 which'yo 5 56 5 177 pay” confillted the was alteady pat. | 
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13 155 S with | 5 pare 1 5 name z ner 5 828 35 can 1 Oe op any 
pots mil chich, git ther for "my, reputation e et LE "25 ALE 
on, an EE OE or eyen a criticiſm, ; always p royes the, 1 N 
N conſequen extends s the f Jae, of at lar WOrk 3 
1 am inclined: to flatter 1 my Felt tha t you ha have no reaſon to be 
Uilpleaſed © with, y your | purchaſe, I now 0 to alk you ou 
fee Jourſelf dif hot, to'; (add a 7 ſeventh, © or upplemental frönen e | 


Me. {{ If 


my Hiſtory ? FE he rpaterials | of. which it will be. compoſed will 
naturally be claſſed} u under che three following heads: 1. 4 ſeries 


ot fragments, diſquiſ tions, digrefſions, Kg moge or leſs connected 
Vith che prigipal ſubjed. 12, Several tabley.of geography, chro- 

nology, coins, weights and ae Sc.; nor ſhould 1 deſpair of 
obtaining from a gentleman. at Faris. ſ ome. accurate and v ed - 
maps. 3. A critical review of all the authors hom 1, have uſed | 

andyquoted *. . L. am convinced fuch a ſupplement might he rendered | 
eee bi eln chat few purchaſe 9. id wt 


r. Gbben Loon berame tired of js * 404 e . 3 


oe ray Ho fad Sees. ia tw oils ha 
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| — Heekmoand:Bal ut as the writer eduldator derive- ” 
either (fame or amuſement from theſe obſcure labours, he muſt be 


encouraged by other motives ; ani, in plain Eugliſh, I ſhduld expect 
the ſame reward for the ſeventh, as for any of the preceding vo- 


lumes. You think and act with too much liberality, to confound 


ſuch a large original ſupplement with the occaſional improvements 
of a new edition, which are already your property by the terms of 
our former covenant. But as I am jealous of ſtanding clear, not 
only in law and equity, but in your eſteem and my own, I ſhall 
inſtantly renounce the undertaking, if it appears by your anſwer 


that you have the ſhadow of an objection. Should you tempt me 


tv. proceed, this. ſupplement will be only the employment of my 
leiſure hours ;. and I foreſee that full two years will elapſe . T 
can deliver it into the hands of the printer. 

Our friend Eiimſley, who poſſibly thinks me dead and buried, _ 
be, or will not be, ſurprized when, you. inform him that I have now 
a letter of two pages in my bureau addreſſed to him, dated the twenty- 
fixth of May, and not Vet finiſhed. Hunger, literary hunger, will \ 


ſoon, however, compel me to write; as I have many queſtions to 


and 1 DANY commiſſions to give. In the mean while I thirſt for 
Mr. Burke $ Refledtiqns on the Revolutions of France. Intreat- 
Elmſſey, . in my name, to diſpatch it to Lauſanne with care and 
ſpeed, by any mode of conveyance leſs expenſive than the poſt, He 


may add to the parcel the new edition of Adam Smith's Theory of 
Moral Sentiments, 8 heard of his death with more concern than 


ſurprize. What a loſs to letters, philoſophy, and mankind! ' 


l beg you would remember me to Mr. Strahan and all our friends. 
Ir my happy exile, my public and private affections remind me that 
Fam an Engliſhman. Pray thank Dr. Moore, in my name, for the 
pleaſure which 1 have received from Zeliico, the beſt philoſophical 
romance of the age. If he cultivates his talents by any ſimilar 
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5 Levis, April a7th „1791. 


TY many 5 have flippe "away ſince g my receipt of your laſt 


letter, without my aſſuring you. that every ſhadow of miſap- 
 prehenſion has vaniſh from my mind, and that I am FRG 
tified with the liberality of 'your ſentiments and conduct. But I am 
err day more inclined to believe that on the preſent accaſion they 
ee On a claſer inſpeckion, 1 ore, 
- difficulty and leſy advantage than 1 had at firſt imagined the plan 
_ ofa ſupplement ; ; and I feel the objection, which you ſo edge 
decline, againft encreaſing the weight and price of ſo I 3. 
work. Perhaps it would have been better i my crude idea had d 
been ſo haſtily, announced'to the public; but even this vental ndl. 


- cretion is a proof of your zeal and regard. The intelligence of any, | 
new deſigns ſhall be FFF vor 


you may be aſſured that I am now awake. | * 
Lam very happy to hear that our reſpeAable friend Dr. Robertſon 


is not aſleep; and much do I expect from che ſubject and the pen. 


I. had once a deſign not totally unconnected with his own, but it is 


. now in far abler hands. Boſwell's book will be curious, or at. leaſt 
whimſical: his hero, who can ſo long detain the public eurioſity, 
muſt be no common animal. 1 ſee you now advertiſe an octavo 


edition of Dr. ary's Hiſtory, of England. Is not the author 
nen 


"1 11 
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enn een e, je 
— enfible/man to-undertake — Alas! if 
Vn Campbell were fill alive! I have defired Elmſley to aſk you for 


of books, I ſhould be glad if you would enrich it with any of your on 
valuable publications. Your name is a recommendation; but the 
chaſtity of that name cannot be too religioully preſerved. My health - 
and ſpirits are now remarkably good, and it will give me great plea- | 
ſure to receive as ran ee ee 
Ss fe 2122 72 | 
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DEAR MADAM ona ha . Lavianne, Kay rh, 17916 
s much is I am ane to my own fins, I am ſhocked, 

* "really ſhocked, when k think of my long and moſt iner- 
 cuſble ſilence; nor do1 dare to compute how many months I have 
ſuffered to clapſe without ſending a ſingle line (Oh ſhame! ſhame!) - 
to the” beſt and deareſt of my friends, who indeed has been very 
ſeldom out of my thoughts. I have ſometimes imagined that if the 
opportunities of writing occurred leſs frequently, they would be 
ſeized with more diligence j but the unfortunate departure of che 
poſt twice every week encourages procraſtination, and each ſhort | 
| ſucceſſive delay is indulged without ſcruple, till the whole has ſwelled 
to a tremendous account. 1 will try, alas! to reform; and, although 
1 am afraid that writing grows painful to you, I have the confidence 
to ſolicit a peedy line, to ſay that you love and forgive me. After a 
long experience of the unfeeling doubts and delays of the law, you will 
probably ſoon hear from Lord Sheffield that the Beriton tranſaction 
is at laſt concluded, and I hope that you will be ſatisfied with the 
full and firm ſecurity of your annuity. That you may long con- 
tinue to enjoy it is the mY and moſt lincere wiſh of my heart. 8 
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three oQavo copies of my own work. Whenever he ſends me a bon 
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| fetvenſ ue reite 44d fret changes 'to/defctide/7 bot 1 indutge | 
wmyſerr in we pleuſtag belief that WE are bath as welk and us hippy 
in the cemmen order of nature will allow us to expect © I fould be 
matisged, tid I received from time to time ſome indirect, but agrer- 
les kate malo of your Health: For myſelf, I have no complaint, 
Rte gent; and chouglf the Ante of my old enemy are ſotme- 
Vat longtr, atid frre enfecbling, they tre cbnfined to my feet and 
knees; the pain is moderate, and my impriſonment to my chamber, 
or my chair, is much alleviated by the daily kindneſs of my friends. 
1 ich i it were in my power to giye yoꝶ an adequate idea of the con- 
_ yeniency of my houſe, and the beauty of my garden; both of 
hieb, 1 haveikhproved/at's conſiderable expince fince the death of 
- poor Deyverdun. But the loſs of a friend is indeed irreparable. 
Vers bien years younger, I might poſſibly think of m female com- 
 panjong but the chere ig difficult, the ſucceſs doubtful, the engage» 
ment pergetu 1, and at fifty-four a man ſhould neyer think of alter- 
ing the whole. ſyſtem, of his life, and habits. The diſpoſal, of Beri- 
dan, and, the death of my aunt Heſter, who has left me her gſjate 
in Saiter, makes me very.caly in my worldly affairs: my: income is 
equal; to my expence,, and my, exyence is adequate ta my wiſhes, 
Von may poflibly | have. heard, of literary projets, which are aſcribed 
to me by. the public. without my knowledge : but it is much more 
probable, that I have cloſed the account ; and though I ſhall never 
Ay afide the pleaſing. occupations of ſtudy, you may be aſſured that 
I have no ſerious ſettled thoughts of a nem work. Next year I 
- ſhall meditate, and I truſt Thall execute, a viſt t to England, in which. 
the, Belyidere is. one of. my powerful loadſtones. I often. reflect 
Aid a painful motion on the imperious circumſtances hgh have 
thrown, us at ſuch A diſtance from each other. 

In the moving picture of the world, you cannot t be et 
to the ſtrange revolution which has humbled all that was high,. and 
exalted a all that was low, in France. The N 18 lively ſpirit 
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| EDWARD--GIBBON: Eſquire. | o 

of le nation has diſgraced their liherty, and; inſtead. of building a 
frge conſtitution, they have only. exchanged deſpotiſm for anarchy, 
This .town and country are crowded with noble exiles; and we 
| ſometimes count in an. aſſembly a dozen. Princeſſes and Ducheſſes. 
Burke, if I. remember right, is no favourite of youm ; but there is 
ſurely, much, eloquence and much ſenſe in his book. The proſperity 
of England forms a proud contraſt with the diſorders of France; but 
I hope we ſhall avoid the folly of a Ruſſian wr, Pitt, in this ine 
ſtance, ſeems too like his father. Mr. Helrard, a ſenſible man, aud 
his pupil; have left us. They found, as your friends will always 


find, the weight of your, recommendation with me. en 
Madam, ever moſt alleQicaxtely ours. 
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D $18, * | LannL-noven, Auguſt 25th, 1792, 
Jou time |before the publication of my Hiſtorical Diſquiſition 
concerning India I deſired our friend Mr. Cadell to ſend a copy 

of it to you in my name. 1 hope you received it long ago, and 
will allow it to remain in your library, as a memorial of my reſpect 
and fri fri iendſhip. No man had formed a more decided reſolution of 
retreating early from public view, and of {pending the eve of life in the 
tranquillity of profeſſional and domeſtic occupations ; but, directly i in 
the face of that purpoſe, I ſtep forth with a new work, when. juſt on 
the brink of threeſcore and ten. The preface of the book gives a fair 
and ſimple account how this happened. Hitherto I have no cauſe to 
repent of a ſtep which I took with heſitation and anxiety. My book 
has met with a reception beyond what the {pe lentus, paviduſque 
futuri, dared to expect. I find, however, like other parents, that I 
have a e rin for this child of my old 86 and cannot ſet 
41 2 my 
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Ä — with th what period eonfidenos Treft upon your Jodgnibhr, and 
| how happy it will make me to find chat this production meets with 
your approbation. Nothing will add ſo much to that pleaſure, as 
your Communicating to me any remarks that occurred to you in per- 
uſingit. While I-was engage im ebuipofing the Diſquiſition it often | 
otceurred t me, that I was more upon your ground than in any of my 
former works; and I oſten wiſhed that 1 had been ſo near to you as 
Ns to profir by: your advice and informition. © Next to that will be the 
| benefit Vinay'derive from your friendly ſtrictures. Be ſo kind then 
as to mention to me Atty error or omiſſion you bare obſerved; every 
criticiſm of yours will be inſtructive. A.. ci, $48,407 r 
Permit me to requeſt another favour. You allowed me to hope, 
that as ſoon as you fixed upon g nem ſubſee you would let me 
know, and give me the ſatisfaction of indulging the hopes of living 
until you finiſhed it. I. truſt that you are not idle ſtill. I may ter | 
tell you with authority, that you are yet far from that period of life 
when you ſhould lay down your. pen. I can ſay from experience, 
_ " that the buſieſt ſeaſon of life i is the moſt happy; and I have no doubt 
that you will concur with me in this ſentiment. Let me know then, 
my dear Sir, how you are, -what Jou are doing, and what Progreſs 
you make. As for my part, I enjoy good health ; and, except ſome 
fits of deafneſs, am little troubled with the infirmities of old age. I 
' write this at my ſon-ir-law's, Mr. Brydone, who, if he had not a 
Wife and family, loves Switzerland ſo well, and has ſo many friends 
in Lauſanne, that I believe he would gladly j join you there. Believe 
me to be, with mou wp mr _—_ faithful and obedient ſervant, 


Wüllen Werten. 
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Nestes, all aſs arts 58 our eee eee 
of pracraſtination, I ſhould not have poſtponed for ſo. many 


months a pleaſing duty, which may at any time be performed in a 


ſingle hour, had I not for ſome time paſt entertained a lively and 


probable hope of viſiting you this autumn in perſon; had L not 


flattered myſelf, that the very next poſt I might be able to fix the 
day of my departure from Lauſanne, and almoſt of my arrival at 
the Belvidere. That hope is now vaniſhed, and my journey to 
England is unavoidably delayed till the ſpring or ſummer of next 
year. The extraordinary ſtate of public affairs in. France oppoſes an 


inſuperable bar to my paſſage; and every prudent ſtranger will 


avoid that inhoſpitable land, in which a people of ſlaves is ſuddenly 
become a nation of tyrants and cannibals. The German road is in- 
deed ſafe, but, independent of a great addition of fatigue and ex- 
pence, the armies of Auſtria and Pruſſia now cover that frontier; 
and though the generals are polite, and the troops well diſciplined, 
Jam not deſirous of paſſing through the clouds of huſſars and pan- 
dours that attend their motions. Theſe public reaſons are fortified 


by ſome private motives, and to this delay I reſign we wud} with a 


_ for the preſent; and a hope for the future. | 
What a ſtrange wild world do we live in! Vou will allow me to 
* a tolerable hiſtorian, yet, on a fair review of ancient and modern 
times, I can find none that bear any affinity with the preſent. - My 
knowledge of your diſcerning mind, and my recollection of your 


political principles, aſſure me, that you are no more a democrat than 


| myſelf, Had the French improved their glorious opportunity to 


erect a free conſtitutional monarchy on the ruins of arbitrary power 


and the Baſtille, I ſhould applaud their generous effort; but this 
8 Xi | total 
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"ret nk, FG Not 
tive only of a popular monſter, which,” after devouring every thing 
elſe, muſt Hoally/devour itſelf. I was once a apprehenſive that this | 
monſter would propagate ſome imps in our happy iſland, een 
ſeem to have been eruſhed in their cradie; and I acknowledge with | 
_ pleaſure and pride the good ſenſe of che Eoglith nation, who ſeem 
wmulysconſtibus of dhe bleſſinge which they enjoy: and J am happy 
_ 0:466d-that dhe moſt reſpectable part of Oppoſition hes cordially 
1 *chinggias cher are UP: 
bee el genes hes been ec. the malooontents have been 

awed; the miſguided have heen undeeci ved, the fever in the blood 
© basgraduglly-ſublided, und I flatter myſelf that we haye ſcoured the 
-tranquil eajoyacnt : wherein ne 
— deſpiſe: ee eng anc? e 
Tau have eee from ban Hetropd, a 


- emptied though tranſient ; ſatiafaQion- which I #eetived-from- the 


-  eifir of Lord Sheffield's family. He appeared highly ſatisfied with 
my arrangements here, my houle, garden, and ſituation, at once in 


ten and countr., Which are indeed ſingular in their kind, and 


which have often made me regret the impoſſibility of ſhewing them 
to. my deareſt friend of the Belvidere. Lord Sheffield is ſtill, and 
will ever continue, the. ſame aftiva being; always employed. for 
| himſelf, his friends, and the public, and always perſuading himſclf 
chat he wiſhes for leiſure and repoſe. ; There are various roads 
to happineſs 3 but when I compare his Gruation with mine, Ido not, 
upon the whole, repent that I have given the preference to a life of 
eelibacy and retirement. Although I have been long a ſpectator of 
the gteat world, my unambitious temper has been contem with the 
coccupations and rewards of ſtudy ; and althqugh my library be ſtil 
my favoutite room, I am now no longer ſtimulated by the proſecution | 
of any literary. work. The ſociety of Lauſanne is adapted to m 
e dunn in man eee _ 
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e eee desde of che dtp ie anibucet tp mrthenic 
all nations; and this ſummer I am happy in a familiar intercourſe 


with Lady Spencer, the Ducheſs of Devonthire, Lady: Elizabeth 


Foſter, and Lady Duncannon, who ſeems to be gradually recovering 


from her ſevere complaints. My health is remarkably. good. 1 
have no enjoyed a long interval from the gout; and I endeavour 


to uſe with moderation Dr. Cadogan's beſt remedies; temperance, 
exerciſe,” and eheerfulneſs. Adieu, dear Madam; may every bleſſ- 
ing that nature can allow be attendant on your latter ſeaſon. Your 


age and my habits will not permit a very <loſe oorreſpondence; 
but I wiſh to hear, and I preſume to aſk, a ſpeedy dire account of 


your own: ſituation. May it be fuch as I ſhall-hear with pleaſure * 
Once more adieu; I live in hopes of embracing you next ſummer at 
—— r; og OOOOTOa 
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1 REMEMBER it Bas — obſerved of Auguſtus and Cromwell, that- 


they ſhould. never have, been born, or never have died; and I 


am. ſometimes tempted to apply the ſame remark to certain beings 
of a ſoſter nature, who, after a. ſhort reſidence. on the banks of the: 
Leman Lake, are now flown far away over the Alps and the Ap- 
penines, and have abandoned their votaries to the inſipidity of com- 
mon life. The remark, however, would be unreaſonable, and the 


ſentiment ungrateful. The pleaſures of the ſummer, the lighter and 
the grayer moments of the ſociety of Hun Ouchy *, , are indeed paſt, 
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5 ere er eee 0nd e ere th Fang 
ä l rennen Long before we. 
were reducedtoifeeka refuge from the: ſavages of Gaul, I had ſe- 
Attends lunnet amict over Mount Cenis, of baſking once more in 


„ . . Ln pi. 
to undlertake the tedious cire at 


winter. I Hatter myſelf] that the Porter of Devonſhire-houſe will 


wo paſs ſome hours in the palladian Chiſwick, or even ſome days at 


„„ e e r e e e | 
3 Although you moſt magnanimouſly abandoned us in the criſis of 


Hang in a ſtate of ſuſpenſe; inclining, however, to the ſide of hope, 
rather than of deſpair. "The garriſon, and even the bourgeoifie, of 


3 ; frontiers have been gradually covered with fifteen thouſand intrepid 


"_ 8 e 3 


e de ung and ef paying once more my devotions to the Apollo 
5 of the Vatican. But my aged and gouty limbs would have failed 


F . hn eb doubt- 
diu but my anziety pn chat head is ſomewhat. diminiſhed by the 
mute and certain hope of our all meeting in England the enſuing 


not be inexorable ; yet I am afraid of loſing you amidſt the ſmoke = 
and tumult of faſhionable London, i in which the night is devoted to 
pleaſure and the morning to ſleep. My ambition may perhaps aſpire 


Chat orth ;; but theſe princely manſions vill not recal the freedom, 
the eaſe, the primitive ſolitude of dear little Ouchy. Indeed! indeed! 


1 yet as you ſeem to intereſt yourſelf in the hopes and fears 
of this little country, it is my duty to inform you, that we fill 


| .-. Geneva ſhewed a vigorous reſolution of defending the city ; and our 


wy 7: Sit. But the threats of a bombardment, the weight of expence, 
CORD and, above all, the victorious aſcendant of the French republic, have 
| abated ee eee ardour. Monſieur Wer e | 


* 


« 
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displayed a audi e ren? eh biopic aha adit en; 
Kihed, difmiſſing the Swiſs garriſon from Geneva, and removing 
the Trench to che diſtance of ten leagues. - But this laſt con- 
dition, which is indeed objectionzble, difpleaſed the convention, 
who' refuſed to ratify the agreement. New conferences were held, 


new meſſengers Hive been diſpatched ; but unleſs they are deter- 


Mined to find or to make a ſubject of quarrel, it is probable that we 
all purchaſe peace by ſubmiſſion. Rac md ee er nh 
— — 16 tamper with Bhs — 
and the'gurtiſon, I will not enſure that: poor little republic from one 
week to another. For' ourſelves, the approaches of danger muſt be 
more gradual. I think we are now faſe for this winter, and 1 no 
longer run do the window to ſer whether the French are coming: 
But with ſb many enemies without,” and fo many within, the 20- 
vernment of Bern, ati che ktantulllity of this happy country, will 

be ſuſpended by a very lender twig; and I begin to fear chat Satan 


will drive me out of the poſſeſſion of Paradiſe. ++ My only comfort 


will be, that I ſhall have been expelled by the power, and not ſeduced 
by tie urs, of the blackeft' demon in hell, the dæmen ef demo- 
crney. Where indeed will this tremendeus inuadation;" this con- 
plracy of numbers againſt Yark aul property, be ſinally -Kopped: 
Burope ſeems to be titiverſally'taftited; and wherever the French 
cats light a match, they may blow up à mine. Our only kope ig 
now in their devouring Otte another; they are Furious ant Hungry 
monſters, and war 18s atmet detlared between tlie corveipbn and 
che city of Paris, betweth che moderate republicaiis and the dbfohute 
levelſers. A tnjority e the rnvention wiſhes" to pare the royal 
victims, dut they mult yield to the Tage of che pevpte.atia the thirft 
of popttlatity,' and a few Hoiirs thay prodiice aa, n ſfentence, att 
a gülllotine. Mr. Necker is publithing a pampftlet in defence of the 


auguſt duerersz bur his feeble and tardy efforts will racher do ctedlt | 
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we din 8 ry | diglievs., es, Eau ab der he 
.  _  _ - itpation of poor every. Alas l it, ig nom: hopeleſe; al bis com- 
Pluaints are incregſed, all his ret 5 | 
8 5 eam wark,the effeQofartis gal, and his beſt ESB d begin cen * 
els bien a a quiet. releaſe. His wife, I had almoſt ſaid bis widow, is truly 
ww anohjeftof compaſſion... The dragoen is return for a few. days ; 
. - and. if his domeſtic forrows gave him leave, he would almoſt regret 
N a the Want of an | occaſian to deſerve his feather. and cockade. Tour 
| 5 2 note has been e ted 0 Madame de;Montelieu ; but as he 5 
5 is engaged with a dying aubt, I chaye not yet ſeen her. Madame 
Dagaiſſeau has haſtily Jeft us ;. the laſt deerees ſeemed to give the emi- 
.us only che option af ſtarving abroad or hanging at home 3 yet he 
bas ventured into France, on ſome faint glimpſe of clemency. for the 
women and children. Madame de Bouillon does not appear to move. 
Madame de Stael, whom I ſaw laſt week at Ralle, is 1 
8 where the ſhall drop her burthen; en logs. m reſolve, for the 
| S I young. lady. or gentlemany/is AK IS A Lg RIG 1 92 
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e ' By.this\tinie. you have joined ine Tancnice, 
whom. I beg leave 10 ſalute with - the proper ſhades of reſpect _ 
[- -  _ renderneſs./j, You. may, If you ipleaſe. de, belle, comme, un ange; but = 


Ido not like your compariſon of the archangel. . Thoſe of Mikon, 
: wich whom I am better acquainted at preſent, 
Al maſculine; manly figures, with 3 great ford. by, their fide, and 
, wings folding wund them. The beathen. goddeſſes would pleaſe 
wie as lite. Your friend is. leſs ſevere than. Minerva, more decent 
„ than. Venus, leſs cold than Diana, and not quite ſo great a vixen. as 

._ - the, ox-eyed Juno, To expreſs. that, infallible mixture of grace, 

| _ _  frrectnels, and dignity, a new race of beings muſt be invented, and 
55 D eo nee. 85 
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Fun Seeed Ge Bir los) tas ir tel worlds, if he had 
them ' in "his poſſeſſion.” From the aforeſaid Beſs I have received 
three” marks of kind remembrance, from the foot of St. Bernard, 
with” an" exquiſite monument of art and friendſhip, from Turin, 
and finally from Milan, with” a moſt valuable inſertion from the. | 
Ducheſs. At birds in the air it is difficult to take aim, and 1 fear 
er Hope that T hall ſuſtain ſoine reproaches on your not finding this 
long epiſtle at Florence. I will mark it N* 1. ; and why ſhould 
T deſpair of my future ſinee L can ſay with truth, that ſince 
your departure I have not ſpent ſo agreeable a morning. To each | 
of the dear little Caro's pray deliver nine kiſſes for me, which ſhall 

be repaid eons "My. oy compliment: to Vr. Falkain, if be 
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* Abl, Abri ach, 1793. i 
H' Tubt PEW previous notice of my own unworthineſs, che 
| plea of being an old incorrigible offender would ſerve only to 
aggravate my guilt ; it is ſtill ſufficiently black, and I can patiently - 
hear every reproach, except the eruel and unjuſt imputation of Bar. | 
ing forgotten my fair friends of the Arno and the Tyber. 
would indeed bave been leſs. preſent to my thoughts, had 1 main- 
tained a regular tocrlly correſpondence; ſince, by the effect of my 
negligence, not a-Jay has elapſed without a ſerious; though fruitleſs, 
reſolution of writing by the very next poſt. What may have ſome- 
what contributed, beſides original fin; 10 this vile procraſtination, is 
the eourſe of events that has filled this abominable winter. As long ; 
as the poor King's fate was on ſuſpenſe, one waited from poſt to poſt, _ 
bake + : CE Y,2..0 between 
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deres hopyand fears, and when the blow mou, ena Wale? 
eee eee and indigner 
There never approved the execution of Charles, the Firſt 3. yer 
| Chairs had, invaded, in many reſpeQa, the ancient conſtitution. of 
England, and. the: queſtion. had been judged in che field of Nakhy = 
defore it was tried in Weſtminſterchall. But Lows had given and 
ſuffered: every thing. \The.cruckty af the French was aggrovated by 
ingratitude, and a life ef ingecence was crowned by the death of a 
Nin, on what is far bettet, of a virtuous prince, who deſerves. aur 
pity and eſteem. He might have lived and reigned, had he poſ- 
Felſed ap, much active courage as he was endowed with patient forti- 
tude, When I road the accounts from home, of che univerſal grigf 
and indignation which that fatal event excited, L indeed. gloried, in 
che character of an Engliſhman; Our national fame is now pure 
and ſplendid; we have nobly ſtood forth in the common cauſe of 
mankind; and although our/atimaments are ſomewhat flow, I ſtill 
perſuade myſelf chat we ſhall give the laſt deadly wound to the Gallic 
Hydra. The King of Pruſſia is/likewiſe low, and your poor friend, | 
the Duke of Brunſwielt, 'is now not cenſured but forgotten, We 
turn our eyes to the, Prince of Cobourg. and his Auſtrians, and it 
mult be gonfeſled, that, the delivers e of Holland and Brabant from 
ſuch a dragon as Dumourier is a very tolerable employment. for the 
| month. of March, Theſe; bieſſams of the ſpring will. be followed, 
it may; be fairly. hoped, bythe: fruits. of ſummer ; and jo the, mean» 
while the traubles of Paris," and the revolt of the provinces, may 
promote, by the inereaſe of anatehy, che reſtoration of order. I 
ſee that æeſtoration through a dat cloud but if France be loſt, che 
reſt of Europe, I believe and truſt, ill be faved. But amidſt the 
hurricane, I dare mdt/fix ary eyes on the Temple, BO much for po- 
1 engreſa the waking:and flecping thoughts.of every 
feeling and thinking animal. In this country we are tranquil, and I 
believe fafe, at leaſt for; this ſummer ; though peace has been pur- 


Aer foe KN natigna] hanayr, af the old reputation af 
+ Swift cqurage, we have crapched before-the tiger, and ſtraked him 


till he has theathed his elaws,: and geafed for a moment to ar. 


. | My journey to England this year muſt depend on the events of the 


* campaign; as 1 
Autumn and wi 


" 4 


in my ſweet habj@tion, than to encounter the 


,  _ dangers of the ſes and land. I envy the pleaſures which you and 


your companions have enjoyed at Florence and Rome; nor can I 
decide which have taſted the moſt perfect delight, thoſe to whom 


ch beauties were new, or thoſe to whom they were familiar. 
A fine eye, correct judgment, and elegant ſenſibility, are requiſite _ 


to qualify the ſtudious traveller; and theſe gifts have been liberally 
diſpenſed Ane che Ouchy caravan. But when you have been 


gratified, though not ſatiated, with the Heſperian proſpect, to What 
fortunate Ache Will) Jau direct your footſteps ? Have we ay hopes | 


of meeting (for my journey, at all events, would be late) in the 
Thades, or Sov in the ſunſhine, of Ouchy ? Should Mount Cenis 
be till imperious, you have trampled c on St. Bernard in a more ri- 
gorous ſeaſon ; and whatſgever may be the ſtate of the world, the 
Pays de Vaud will afford you a ſecure aſylym, of a pleaſant ſtation. 

T rejoice to bear of Lady Beſborough's improvement. Will chat 
new title make Pg 6 difference | * the . Is the 12 77 very 


18 m 


fare Se loved and admired i in all. Ia HOPE 9 


to learn tlie reſult of your countels ; ; but I feel myſelf unworthy of 
a regular correſpondence, and: am _ POR of PS] freſh coals. 
ef fire on my head. 


Tam happy | to find that — forgive and pity my friend Necker, 
againſt whom you all entertained ſome Verſailles prejudices, "As bs 


heart has been always pure, he cannot feel remorſe; but as his con- 


fully reſolved rather to remain quiet another 
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new barbarians, who, labour to confound the order 
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Wil ts ee 0 abs rey 19. 25 Sore; Kor: ff; bafls ; dang nh 
; MY. LORD. 


5 5 1a 1.3 8 ri 5 
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| 15 Do not ; merely, groin your Loni ; promotion i an oe 
| Jour A + 12 Fr s have long 2 erved.,, My fatifaQion does - | | 

| 3 from a an aflprance.of 1 the wiſdom and. vigour which aa 
Alen will derive from the ſupport of ſo reſpectable an all. ut 
a friend 1 to governmept in enera 1 mo oſt ſincerely rejoice that 
rm e tenure 
have ever invaded. the peace of Europe 


>: as 2 1 2 1 
ou are now 


1%; 16 


inels 
ſociety 3 and.who, in the opinion « of thinking men, a are e not leſs of 
enemies of TſubjeQs than, of: kings. . The, hopes of dhe wil e and _ 
= are. now fixed on the ſucceſs of E England Lang 1 am perſuaded. | 
m3 7 perſonal attachment to your Lordihip * amply gra- 
e e \ 
ſucceſs. I could wiſh that ſome « op as Fa aig ce | 


5 for me not to Th 1 admire, Wend refuſe, to obey the 
voice of his country ; and 1 begin to fear that the p 155 Lenius 
of Mr. 5 , inſtesd of being uſeful, will be adverſe 12 
vice At this momentous eriſis we ſhould exlift our ur w 
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* and ſpirit; and without any view to | bis private | 
vaſſtageg,] coulMriſh that „ * might * properly 
Fationed i in ſome part of the line. « / 
Mr. Necker, in whoſe houſe I am now reſiding on a viſe . 
„ en days, wiſhes me to eæpreſs the ſentiments of eſteem and con? 
. # ſideration which e entertains. for your Lordſhip's character. As a | 
friend to the intereſt of mankind, he is warmly attached to the wel- 
fare of Great Britain, which he has long revered as the firſt, and 
perhaps as the laſt aſylum of genuine liberty. His late eloquent 
„work, Du pouvoir executif, which your Lordſhip has aſſuredly read, 
is a valuable teſtimony of his eſteem for our conſtitution ; and the 
teſtimony of a ſagacious and impartial ſtranger may have taught 
ſome of our eountrymen to value the political bleſſings which they 
have been tempted to deſpiſe. © 7 
I cheriſh a lively hope of being in England, and of paying my i 
reſpects to your Lordſhip before the end of the ſummer: but the 4 
events of the year are ſo uncertain, and the ſea and land are encom— 
_ paſſed with ſo many difficulties and 'dangers, that I am doubtful | 
whether it will be practicable for me to execute my purpoſe. 7 2 
I am, my Lord, moſt reſpectfully, and your Lordſhip will permit | FA 
1 6 me to add moſt affeQionately, your moſt faithful humble ſervant. | : 
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END OF THE PIRST VOLUME. - 
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